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APO 464, u. S. l~my
24 January 1944 

as shO~:1-;' on 

At this conference 
VIaS issued to 

Do..tt2.1ion 
1st Armorecl Division 

extensive terrain reconnaissance astride HlGHFTAY 6 2.nd dcteI'liLine 

also directed that elements of battCllio:1 reY.1~;in in 

Elements of battclion 

to 3. VITTOR'S 
to i)Cnctr~1tc QerrJ[IJ1 

Clie 6th lm;lOrcd Info.ntry relieved the 1St!"­
con ti:r:ued with tho 6th Armorod 

ordered to assomble in vicinity of 

frOl:1 
EOUNl' LUNGO Yfhon visibility 

c~ i.,icture nas 
country o:lcr.::.tion of 

fc.::.sil)10 

end 
slight dovmvmrd slope, rUIlI1ing fr(n 

Just 
four sm,,1.l1 mounds varying from 10 fe"t to 30 feet in 

slight rise nest of Dud 
dofil.:>.de cover. 

area i'!ns devoid of cover; north of HIGH­

• " 

• HElillQ U1LR.TERS 
753RD TlJfK BAT'l'jU,ION (rr) 

ATTACI<: ON EOUm PORCHIO, IT.ALY 

Laps: Italy 1; 25000, British Reproduction of Gerrllan Hap, 
GSGS 4229 It~ly 1:50000, Sheot l60-II. 

SITUATIOH: On 28 Decoober 1943, the situation was
overlay number 1. 

Orders yroro received for Battalion Commanding Officer to re~}ort to 
Cone.landing General, Cor.1bat Command D, 1st Armored Division. 
a copy of II Corps Directive, attached as Appendix Number 1, 
each unit commcmd::::r 2nd a discussion held of proposed operation. 
was directed by COl:unanding General, Conbat COlnnland B, 
to carry out an 
feasibility of t2.nkopor2.tion in cooperation with attack of 1st Battdion 6th 
ArLlorcd Infantry. It YfaS 
prcsci'lt positions D..'!til directod to l!love by Task Force Allen. 

Arrangements ,vere mo.de with 15th Infantry, 3rd Infantry Divis:Lon to 
att2.C~l battalion personnel to their night patrols. 

On the night of 29-30 Deccmber 1943, elements of tho 34th Infv.ntry 
Division r,jluivcd olemente of the 36th Irifimtry Division. 
rcr.1D.L'1ud 1...11 sarne positions. See Overlay Number 2. 

Night of 29th md 30th our patrols in conjunction ,-lith 15th Inf2.ntry 
patrols reconnoitered the area north and south of HIGI1l':AY 6 up 
RD.JJ later designated KnOX AVENUE. Pe.trols ...·rare une.blo 
resistance along this AVEl-JU:2;. 

Night of 30-31st Do ccn:h.;r , 

Infe."ltry. Soc overl.:>.y l11.ll.11 )Cl~ 2. iJc: troIs vrere 

Inio.ntry until 3 JCll1Uo.ry 191.;.4. 

On 3 Jarluary 1944, bo.tto.lion 

G99LD.1S. Liover.lCn.t cO!:l;->letcd by 2300. 


Based on .:m o:ctcnsive study of DUpS and aerial photogr.::-.phs; 
obsor'vations glo.:mod from Observation Posts on 

YTe.S cle.::.r; and from data obtnmcd by our reconnaissance patrols, 

dt..;volc)cd l-rhich sho'''cd tho terrain unsuitable for cross 

tanl:s unless c.ided by Engineers. Aerial reconnaissance nao:; not 

during this period because of rain, fog and mist. 


TERRAIN: The ground to be fought over bet1"Teon HOUm: LUNGO 
hOUNT PORCHIO rras generally flat having a 
north to south c.nd interspersed riith six stream beds of vc:trious rriclt:ls. 
south of C. liiARELLI were 
heiGht and kn01'm as HILLS 76 and 86. There ..ras a 
par.:>.llcling KNOX AVENUE - S. VITTOl1E ROAD which vrould afford some 
Bet',reon I-IIGIfl.iI.Y 6 and the r,Qilroad the 
"iVa,,! 6 Un areCl "lIaS dotted '·.'ith orchards o.ffording good covel:' c.nd conccnJxmnt 
pl:'ovidcd .:trmorod vehicles could negiotD.te tho torre-ces • 

.,. 'f':'-B;~'~ ~~~V:;J~;t"": 
'-\ ~i~ ~'. .i'7~(l }~:,,:. r1 .~! 

l\ ~." • t~!f~ , 
,. ~.~ 
~ 

,.'l...... ( ..:~.:, ~.1 tot. ,.~'fI ~ ~ 
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.~ttc.c;: on lIt. Porchia Cant I d. 

Due to tho henvy rnins prior to 28 December, the streQnS cnrricd 
.:mYHhere from 1 foot to S foot of water. This drop~)ed to about I foot of 
Yrnter '}:ly the night of 4 Januc.:ry. host of the silt and some gr.:wel Yio.shed 
doY,11 from the mountnin mass on the north emptied into this areo. iJ.<::.king the 
stre:....n beds obsto.cles to -tc::mks. The ground itself VfClS plo'wed 2reo., interdicted 
Yd_th irriga tion di tches and very soft. The stream beds north of IIiShTT0:'- 6 had 
good gr<::.vol bottoms ~_nd botter suited for tank crossings. Severt'.l possible 
cros;'ings pere found that could be mo.de feasible t.:mk cros.sings --d.th enGineer 
aSGistance. Soc sketch number 1. Around the north west and ....rcstorn tip of 
tf)UNT LUNGO the grOlll1d vms mcrshy and a tank obstacle. 

1Test of the stream bed bety:cCl1 KNOX AVENUE and NOUNT PORCIIIC the 
grour.d bcg2.n to slope up. It was open finn ground suitClble for tC.11~: o:)erc.tion 
up to the base of LOmlT PORCHIO and around its flanks. I.IQUUl' PORerITO itself 
is un obstacle since it has n forty five degree slope 2nd st<::.nds sone 900 feet 
higl:.. Its bnso is 2bout 1400 yards long. Its slopes 21"e barren ~:"1d rocky. 

All in .::11 it 1'l0uld require <::.t leMt a \'Tcek of sunshine ['.ncl cold 
'rev.thor to d.r)- out the ground sufficiently to hold tanks. 

ROADS: HIGHl7AY 6 bOW1ds the area on the north. It is c. Good J:1Ct.:Qlic 
roo.cl 11c.ving two cuIverts, a two span bridge and a three span bridge <:'.11 blown. 
Sec sl:otch number 1. ROAD 69 running to S. PIETRO nnd KHOX AVENUE _ S. VITTORE 
RO"w Hero good 1ateraJ. roads. Other rov.ds shm.n on t12P were pr2cticc.11y non­
oxist2nt. It would require engineer 2ssistance to move armored vehicles 
north ojf HIG1t?li.Y' 6 to covered areas between the tyro laternl roo.cls. The rtlil ­
roo.cl track running west und south of L:GUNT LUnGO - l:fOUJlIT PORCIIIO is Q cut 
'which h28 been turned into .:t vehicle highl'ray up to the l';estern tip of I.Dtr.lT 
LUNGO. There ~ blown out bridge c'l1d marshy ground blocks any to.nl: lJovenent. 

Bnsod on the above infornQtion tho Comn".I1ding Genorvl, T231: Porce 

il10n held another conference on 31 DoceT:1ber 1943 to discuss PL/dI Il.LoOLUTIOlJ 

nnd clterm.te PLAN CHl'Ji'FEE. (AttQchcd o'G Jl.ppendix ]\h1mbcr 2 2nd :hmber 3). 


Ordors were is.c;uGc~ b:;.- Co:_n:'~'.l:c:~nG Gcnercl, Tnsk Force jUlcn for the 

attncl-c on 3 JanuClry 1941!. Sel; ;.,) eilCli:c ;;"JJ.:lbcr 4 Field Orders Hlu-,lbcr 1 Task
Forco j.llen. . 

B.:tttalion issuod :Lt:::: orders Oll 3 Jo.nutty 1944. Seo Appcndi.."{ Hunber
S, Field Orders Humber 7, 753rd Tnnk Battnlion. 

It is to bo noted that in PLAN RESOLUTION and the CHAFFCE PLl~IT, the 

mOVCr:lent of the batt.:;lion was dependent upon the success of cmginocr units in 

rep.:tiring culverts, fixing suitable crossings and opening l.mec througl1 nines 

so th2t tonks could be spotted in designated area in nccord2.ncc n:i.th ;-rhicheverPIM TTO_S in effect. 

MT PORCHIA B."TTLE I:~ nIJ..."rr roR.i 

4 January 1944 

In conformity with fiGld ord8r issued by Commanding Gcnornl J Task Force 
Allen,) the 6th ArInorud Infnntry jumped off in th-Jir 2 ttnck on L1T. PORCHIA 2t 
1930. J.t 1945 thGy had r02ch0d phns0 line B. HIU.s 87 and 76 Horo tnkon. .n.t 
2000 ;rord '.·.rQS rGcQiVod thc.t tho infnn.tryO~. bU8n.. pushed off H.UL El7. 

!ll*l'~"~~ ,.;l'".' ,.' •.....,.,..._."'.I!I..•'!'I' • .~, ~ l; 1.1 I " ,J ~ =, 1::1 "WS .;,:J d.. 2 . .. r.::r,1 f.~ 


&:.> ...~:~ ..;j ~:~: .~", .~".. i ~ 

\. ,z.~ ... 

http:clterm.te
http:I.Dtr.lT


• 
.cl. tto.clc on lit. Porchin (cant I d) 

5 Jnnuc:ry 1944 

FrOIll midnight until nround 0500 on,]my continuod to infil trC'.t0 bdlind our 
linos .:md nround our right flnnk. At 0345 vorbnl ordors fron Cor;u~.:cndi11g Goneral 
To.sk Force Allen ordore;d "B" COI::p,:mYJ with thl; assnult gun c.nd L1ort.:cr j)lo.toon 
att.:-.ch-.;d, to TLVEiRNA C.R. to o.ssist inf<'ntry to tnkJ that point. "_t 0430 the 
"ras cc chL!l1g~ in ord;;rcs ordoring "Btl COI:lpcmy to nssist tho onginour ccnd infant. 
in tdcing lULl 87. "Bi! CompL!l1Y moved out at 0500, with orders tc conkct cngL 
eur cOLll:1o.ndor .:::t rOGd junction nt 6 2nd 69 ,rho would guide.: them into .::'.11 nron 
prc::pc.r,;d by tho e;nginc.;crs. On moving up to this ;:croCt ono liB II ConpC'.n:y t2Y1k hit 0. 

mine disabling it. Upon ['.rrivc.l in this o.ren (soo skotch) t.:'1llks o}xne;cl up on 
onGElY uo.chinG guns on HILI, 87 2nd d<Jstroyod them. G()rnc~ns thun TJithc:.roTT up 
crock lx~d north of IrrLL 07 tov{o.rds SAN VITTORU.. About 100 yc.rcb lwren of 
HIL.L Q7 tho GdIJ.:cns s<.;t up thci,:, no.chin;:; guns and covc.;rc.;d tho top of JIlL):; 87 
with gr.:lzing fire. On;] lIB d Gocpany tClnk wns ordcrod dmm HIP.1ft:U~Y 6 to the; crock 
line o.nri ordcrod to fire high explosivc on Gcrl:12!l I:l:cchino gun po.sitioD in crl~c:k 
bud. Tho tzmk o.ftor firing 10 rounds of high oxplosivo neutr:clizod the enCj;lj.­
r.k.... chino gun firo. This on:cblcd the infantry· to r,10V(; fOrl!.:crd ::lJ.'1d ce'.)turo onc::n~' 
prisonc:rs who nere not killed or vroundod. Th0 conpnn~/ corJl.1t'.ndcr I"ri:chcQ'0'.' the) 
one t2.l1k from Ump-Vi.\! 6 to a pos ition bohind IUlL 76, o.nd continued to firo on 
tCll' G;./uG of opportunity fron a hull defila.de position. 011(; GornC.D tC'.nl;: firing 
fron b,Ji1ind .:-:. houso, W<:1S sc.;t on fire cmd sevc::rcl Dachino GUl1 nusts nero Imock.;d 
out. Five of "B il COI:1po.ny t2nks boggLd dovm in this Clro,:c. 

i.t 0700 Cor1p.:my IICII HE'S ordered to LlOVC up in vicinity of HILL 'U7. ""t 
0715 Conp.::my Ire.; was hal ted on HIGH'![l.Y 6 by TClsk Forco .I1.1lon liC'.i::JcE officer i111d 
ordol'cd l:-~k into a:Jscnbly Cll'un ...t 0730 Compa.ny "Cil ':ith nort2r ·ol:ctoon :ctt2ch8d 
'!Jc;.s ordered to nOVL; into 2 nring position west of SA~I prETRO 2.l1cl (~il'cctGd to 
fi~c on all t.:crgots of 0pjx~'tunity. Compcmy "Cit W2S in positiolJ. :,.t 1040 2t 
(950170). By coordination botwe"n our observation post on I~T. LUNG{) C'nd the;
Bc~ttclion Conmanclor, the;se) tTro cOLlpt'.nic.:s ·\'iore ,,-ble to firu v,-,ry d·;c.:c~ivdJ' 
thrOUGhout thL; dClY· Conpcmiec ilC" 2nd 1'13 11 knocked out t\1O sclf··jrc;c',;llcd 88nm 
guns) broke up .:m o.tt.:-cck of 8 Gtirr,1o.n tccnks Clnd lo.id dir..;ct fire on :~0l'3C0 clong 
trC'.il 2round northorn slopes ,f lIT POi'tGHIA. Qu:Lto a fe::.' G,.;r[!2.l1G u:LthcX0H fror.l
these hOUS8S. 

During the movinC th,] :i';":l::ntry cOllGolido.tc;d th,]ir positions :clong phtiso l~ 
lIBil. ~.t 1400 the; Com.l2ndinG Q"nu';~l, Task Force Allen issuud 211 orclur for tho 

inf2Dt:rJ to 2tt,.... ck Let 1515 ;:mel t,'l.ko the linu Tl::HViuiKO-iWCCO st::>.tior: ro.:'.d. "BII 

COi:r:.K'.ny "iuG Ordl]re;d to support the ,'l.tto.ck by fire: 2nd movement. CODP~'nY ilC" W<'.S 

ordered to support tho :ctt.:-lck bJ firo. 

_i.t 1515 the inf[mtry jllr.1pod off c:md met Vl;ry Iittlo rosistt'.l1cc. By 1700 
the :L'1fantry hnd occupi.::d phase lino IICil (K~\)X Av?'.). 

The 760th T2nk BattCllion VTas ordered to LlOVc dovm the express hi::;hrr;:'.:y 
nfter do.rk. Thev -;-lore une.blc to advanco beyov.d lU. LtTNOO Dlld 1'lcru ·('11011 ordered 
t~ l:lOVC dovm HIGHWAY 6, and tnke up n firing position along HIGH.7,i.:l (:, ~nd KOOX 
AVENUZ and furm_sh firc support for tho inf~ntry. 

Cor.lpany irA II was ordered to lonvc assombly tircn tit 2300 c.nd go into a firing
pOGition wost of S.l..N PIETRO Cllong with "CII Corl1P[,.ny. (Sou sketCh) 
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• 
,Att.:'.c:: of Mt. Porchi.:!. (cont'd) 

6 J .:munry 1944 

CO);lIilnnding General, Tnsk Force Allon issuod Field Order.;; #3 dil'ccting the 

infr.ntry to ntt.::ck nt 0700, seize c.nd secure 11'1'. POaCHIA. The B.:-.tt2.1ion vrns 

ordorud to support tho c.ttnck by fir0. Throughout the .:-.ttnck tho J.:-.tto.lion 

sllpportod the inf2ntry by fire until they r02.chod thoir objlJctivc. Thor0:lftcr 

they iir-.]d on tcrgots of opportunity QI1d b.id concontr.:-.tions in possiblo uncny 

aSc;oj:1bly nrc;.:-.s for the rO[1nindor of tho d,lY' ..bout 1000 !lB II COl7lP2nY r,)ceived 

hoqvj" ~.rtillcry firo, seriously vrounding onu officer QI1d ono enlisted l.lQIl o.nd 

l'rol.lllcli.:1g tho Conpnny Oonnnndcr. 

Tho info.nt~J roc.ched the slopos on POaCHLl. by 1100 but hc.d to 1fithdrL':w due 
to ho.:'."l'Y c.rtillery nnd r.1ortnr firo. ll.ftor l'oorgnnizing, tho infc.rr'cry uade nnothor 
nttncl~ .:end reached tr.c crest of U'r FORCHIA nt 1700. The infc.ntry 1'T2.0 orderod to 
holc~ their positions C.t 0.11 costs. 

J.t 1730 COf.lpnny "ca wc..s order(.;d to novo to ROAD JUNCTION 69. Thero c. 
1ir.ison officer fror.1 TCLSk Force .J.len 1'lould givlJ the cor,~p.:!.ny COl.u:rJ1cbr of 
COLlp.:!.ny "C" his ordorn-. Cor.:pnny :rCII wc..::; orderod to uOvc to the vic::nity of tbc 
soutll ..rest slopes of PORCHI.:~; then to t.:;.kc up 0. firing positi()n to brc.:'.k up 
On01:1Y counter .:'.tix:.cks coming :>.round the southern slopos of ;.:T. FO~1CHl..i or fror.1 
LT. CEDitO, (Scu skotch). ht 1800 1ItJ.1I Conp.::.ny 'T.:1.S heQvily shol1c:d. One rJQI1 
was lo.lled 2nd two wounded frotl the Ilort<lr platoon. Two Elorto.r hcuf·-tr2cks 1'l0rO 
nlso hit by shell fire. Throughout tho night Compo.nies iI.l1. II, tlB II, ond ;iC il V[,Jre 
shellod sporo.dic:111y, but sufferlJd no cC'.Sl.kUties. 

During the morning the 6th ;'rIJored Infnntry with trIO compnnics of engineer.:; 

o.tt2choci, continued to consolid<lte their positions on !.~T. PoaCh1:.:~. Conpnny "CII 

wiped out ton rao.chine Gun nests loco.ted in houslJS and h<l.Y S vtlclcs south Md sou+ 

wast of POHCHIi.. It rc.:coived firo fron several Goman self-propclllJc[ [;1.lIlS of 

l<lrgu cdibor in tho vicinity of (908156) vlhich resulted in the less of two tanL 

The Gulf-:)ropollc.;d gun locc'.tcd nt (908156) 1'lo.s spotted Ilnd dlJstroy-:;d by fire 

pl[>.c0d en it by Conpcmy "C:I. This ':;."'s lat.c.)r confimed b;y infnntlj' obsurvation 

poet on l1T. PORcHlil, Throughrut the rc.!r;.~inder cf thG de.y they rccoivod hcavy 

o.rtillory fire (So.:; sketch for Co. ae· 1 o)ur.::'.tio~1). 


Orders were rc.)coiv0d 2.t 1315 directing COl:lpnnios arlll and liB;; to return to 
thcir CLs3(.;mb1y 2.reo. CLt 1800. Both conpnnics .2rrivc:d .:'.t Qssor,1bly .:'.ro:'. etround 
1845. Compcmy ilCil Vl::lS to reffi<lin in its present position nnd protect tho left 
flc.nk of tho To.sl: Forco until tho British X Corps cClpturod l!l'. 0lIDl1D It wt".s to 
cont:inue to nssict the 6th tll'mored Inf.::.ntry to hold their positions on ;1'1'. PORCHIJ.., 

8 J.:muary 1944 

COl~pnny lICit rCmniI10d in Q defensive position at (926153) throu;hout. the d.::.y. 
Tl1.2.t night they rec(.;ivcd hoo.V'y artillery fire J knocking out t''TO k.nl:s c.nd wounding
three men. 

9 Jnnunry 1944 

Con:p.:::ny "Bil w~s ordorod to move: out of assembly c.ro.:1. .:1.t 1200 2.11d t;'tko up 
Q firing position in the rc.:'.r of HILL 76 to prevcmt any .:1.rmorcd count.c;r :::ttacks. 
Cor.l})2,ny "C" i"ms orderod to rc;turn to CLsslJr.1bly <'-rcn CLt 1800. 

,,~" '~""J:': ~ ." ., 
~~. [~.,'1 t~ .~ ~J :i ~ ~ l·r 

bs..v _•..Jj .:,""/'4 '.-' , •. ' .', 
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.:.tt<lck on Bt. Porchin· (cont'd) 

10 Jonunry 1944 

Compnny liB" wns ordered to return to assembly 0.1"00. at 1800. 

This concludod the operntion of our battnlion in the Battle for l1T. PORL 
In this opurntion our tnnks were usod tho major portion of the tino vcry 
eff0ctively ns dircc·t f ire support for the infcmtry. B()cnuse of bnd torrain, 
cross countrJ op..:;rntion wns prncticD.lly nil, .:md resulted in very little tnnk 
versus tank nction. 

-1;) ;J 
L--~./ j /. I., /.f / 

~ 41 (f::r, C 7" G('/[A.t...y 
JOSEPH G. FELB~R 

Lt. .Colonel, 753rd Tk Dn un 
Connilanding . 
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LlhPSa 	 Italy' ScaJ.e l/SOOOO Sheet 160n 

Scale 1/2SOOO (Britub ieproductian ot CJerman _po) 


. 
1. a. See Intel.l1gence .Annex attached.-

b. (1) II Corpe attacks UU8 hour 1tD8 Day to capture ~,:';" ,>iIAIA I 

aDd 1f.r 	POiC'HIA. Continues attack to nol"tblle8t capturing high c;rO'JllJ. vlcinit'".r 
of cs: NAIl). 

(2) .14th Intantry D1v11Jic:1D CD. our right attacks ill coordillation 
with '-"ASK NIOI ALl.BN to captul'e and conaolidate tbI line alonz ~aooral ax1a 
Lt~CLIII1IA - CI8V.AID. 

0) '0Wpa (British) coal.. to JIlOWment ot TASK RltCR ALL8N 
and w.!.ll =.. OIDIA OIl ltD· Div'. Fum1ahe8 f'.la 1NppOJ't taJ! e.ttaclal of 6th 
AIUonld I- ~=- 1d.cJa 01 11)11 Da;y -1. 	 . 

(4) 2Ul IORCI .A.L.L&U with 2 Dattal1ona, 6th Arl:Dred infant.ry' 
:L.~ the ueaul't, attMke at -H" hour "net -1 DIit7 in its asad.gned ZOllO of ilCtion 
to captun auI ...lj4ete the general. nortbeut line through ~:T )i'.D.:::IIA and 
prot;ee, ],aft 1'1'" of n Corps. 

2. !bta .ttal1., JI8Ving on oroers 1'l'GII TASK FOI1Cbl ALLKI, follcnnt in 
the H.Oe et ad..... of tba l.at Battalion, 6th AIIIOred. Intontry to t.:1a aeneral 
T.lcinit:r of MJJ,l6S ... it will support the attack of the 1st ::::.::"lii;allon 
6th .e...s lalla., \w' 11ft and noV'emSllt. See nwlq. . 

Old.. at lfova aInt' 

c ca. -.1Dtenanca and 
poa1~. 

ate. ~ Detachment w-Ul remain :in pl'ooent 

3. a. ~,..,. 808 w1lJ. JJIO'n Oil order to area indicated on O""ofI9rlq. 
It 1dl1 ....,., attack of 0cIupany -AN, 6th ~ Infantry by fire and 
mDVa.ut. -1asUDa the capture of the north8Z'J1 slope of 1f1' i'OIt0::L. and the 
sout.hen ~ of 11'1' CHLUA (C. CIcmtRELLI). It w:ill ~ ono platoon as 
flank p.rote~ aetr1de s. VmO:Ui; Road v1o:1n1t,y ot'l4167. This ~')latoon
,,-m DOt; CO ...th ~ red lum.1noua lJiano placed on S. nr.roam road cr.'!" ongineen
unloss ~l1tua\t.ala _ana. ita mov....,t. I1g,ht limit., ftre tor ca:~'tI tic. 
un:t..esa att.aoktl4 .. ftNc1 upon, w1ll be lJne PAlU.SACCHI - 921177-9201.n. 

~l-
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b. .0a:q0e,.,"'2- w1.U .,... on ord., to area ind:l.oated on overlay. 
It w.Ul aupPort attack .f ~ "B", 6th AI'mored J:n.ftmtl"y by fire aJXi mcmIIIent 
and ;~ the capture of that portion of 1!T roHCm within the zone or Cat.r.1l8JV' lIB". 
It. w:Ul be Pl"8PIiLNd to us1at by fire the lIO'CIt&lt of ~ IIC" on ita right 
and ~ibB 760th Tank Battel '. OIl ita le.ft. 

c. ~ WAg w1ll move on orda- to area 1ndioatod en averlq.
Init:~ It wil1 be baM of fire of attack of 1st Batt.al.1oo, 6t..'*l l.r.:ol'cd Intant~ 
and Gompaniea II(J. aDd "B". It will be prepare4 to .". and support cit,her 
co.t:I:)£:1V or be attaobed to the Infantry Support Compat\V. 

d. JIQ W, Platoc w1l1 follow ~ 110- to area :1nd:Lcatod an overlay. 
It w:lll cIa'itaPar ~~ inatellatiana. It w1U be prepared to ~):)ort attaek 
ot Cc~ ·0·. , a 1dll. pnpare ccmcentnltila. f'.lrea tor a:reaa behind northern 
nose of 1ll POBOHU - 1D draws north and 1RI8t d CIm:RELLI. 

e. Mrllllt 01m Platoon w1ll move to area ind1cated em overlay. It 
will in1tiDq ..... attack of 1st Batt...U_ 6th Armored Intantr;." on r!r PORCHIA. 
It lriU be ~ " .apport the attack. of ac.p.n1ee "B" and "C". 

f. leo. W·,.... Platocn will establ.1llh ObeerTaUc Post an 
urthn-n sIopea ., LVIIlO. It w1ll Operata .u Battall. channel in designating 
targe:.a to taJak .1 ''''., A8aa'ult Oun Plato. and .&rt1llezoy ObaerV'c:r. l.letboCl 
ot ta:.~et dee1F"'1_ ill all oonceaed 1r.Ul be ooordiDated b.Y 8-). 

. .a•. ~ 0IMpaQy tG remain 1D Pl'1••t polllit.i.Gn with :rolltming
excel~ ""nJi- ""-Officer to coord.iDate l28e of ~ tla.l.ntenance
in ~zosent 88e....,. ..... 

fIt=~ Platoon with c~ta reIDl. of gp.Bol~~ and amnrunitio
will :f()ft te Aft If' ~ prior to daylight S January 19h4. It w:U.l l:e 
prep.:u-ed to rd\IG. I.' iM,ett ill their r&lly:l.ng positiGns. 

h. Art1Ucy ~,_, 9lat Field Artillery initialq to ;:IOW l'1ith 
ASlJaalt. O\ii Platoon to area 1D41Oate4 em overlq. 

x. (1) 235th Engineers 1IiU Npa1r Ii1~ 6 and cllec1: for m1nea. 
!Io gt"sa llIdzioUa lights 1dll be placed to 1zld1cate tl1l'D-ott o£ ccopmliu to
tbe1r anaa 

(2) Organization anti-aircraft CUllS will not be f'1rc<l un-til 
-~ Uaita engage hostile planea or .:Le. attacked tv hostile planes. 

HS.gl~ • 1t.1l. ...... tor usiftmoe. aainten::mce TIill not be 
usOd, -uAl_ ....n... N'. are unable to cope 11itb a:l.tt&at:l&m.. 

en Local security l110aSureS w1l.1 be maintained. at all ti:.1OO. 

(4)eft""" ....... OrpDizat1ons wUl be prepared to put "'Plan Cha.t:toe tl into 

OIl overllr. (S) ~ wOl. ..... B8 each unit CJ'01IISU phase l1no shawn 

6 . (6) ......01.. 1dll be apott.ed b.1 811&1,.11%'1 at br:i.dges Blong 
~ ~ 
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J'O It 7 (cont'd) 

(7) Th1a 0JI'der 1I'1ll nat be talam ~ of the a~ area. 

h. Batt.aJion ~tia D\ap a~'••• 
Battel1. a..l1- Dump at JaG' • 
Batte] ., CD .u4 8tiaUon 1Jd.t1."1111 ~t aasel:iQr area, thereattel' 

in COlljUDCtien w.S.tA Ai4 Statia, lat Bat :ali_. 6th .&I'JIG&'ed ~. 

5. a. (1) A1d.e of SiaNl ~ -~ 6.-
(2) .&:I:I.a of Vehicle atxl fW'Mmal BftcuatiCD - I~lt',uy 6. 

(,) CGrMllt SOl - tASK FORCE AtLII. 


l (1) BatH] ien Of at 993119.

• ....... or - ViciDitu Cl'08S tIo.Id ~ 6 - 31' VTi'IDRb road. 


OFFICIAL, 
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ai_J ADDU 

to ~PIIP¥ 

fteld Orae I 1. 


J.. ~.,.~ cxomalld .u 1till be organ1aed uool'd1ng to
C\II'l'8Dt Ba'tte't.· _. . 

2............... All_ SOl w.Ul be 1n effect. ".IP of 1:!nk: 

II1aDa and ............ w1l.l be isauecl to oe.pen1es. ~~t
data. . 

3. .AU,...~ Baadquart.ere and talc ocapan:f.oa~ alJ. 

~,...,'~;:r~~ ~~0..,hWd:=tar 1=-~~ 

azd ~_.~,. ODe man wW. be l18tcd.ng 0111 thU oha"rh"lBl oooh 
.....,........ &:l1 u... 


4. II ttl.. •.•w.w oUicor will l1ateD GIl cbannal. 75 and reJ.a;r to
Qta;... ·,l J.,•• 

5............ wll1 be maintained tmU119(X)..HDur>a D-J.. At tJ~t tu. 

all unit.J 1dU ct...... Battaliz Oonnand Nat. 

6. !b1a B,,*~== 1dlJ. operate in the !Uk Force .AJ.len Oon.:;a;.Jd l~t 
on 25'".lO KO. at --.1---1". Platoon w1ll operata \bib' sat 193 in tlle faak 
Faroe A1:Le' . ~ OIl 3100 10. Ccl wad 1/2 track CcBlmld Tank 
awl RcOO~1'W1.elJl. .... wUl haft channel 68 .. tJWk1r iOA radios. Th1a 18 
the ctm.:llI1DIi ct.,Ill.In Battallan, 6th A.:more4 IntaDtry B.~.tlQnt. In 
the evoui~ of Pla \h1a channel W111 be used tw CfWMtNr,atio:.l. 

7. 'lhere ldD __ code al...k~ with li 209 ~.. dev1cea and co:lax 

to ha1ldJ (l ......... to .. tram higl1C' headquartera. 


B. All trdf10 =-.tlo teternxme W1lJ. be r1lWl.T obMrved far secunV. 
Cor&lun:icLt1on fd Sdu.~ f4 Yalua - to the SlIIlV wU1 1:8 ahtr.Nd on the 
~ rausa....... tide ..,,~s datecl17 u...bw 1. ~ llQi,.,.,EDGU tot.
tank: COclfan:l.es ... 1Ida b.......,. I'S~888l"y mOipbeuei\ ·1:.r~1c w1th 
the inf'SIltz..y w.:W. .... tile -- str.I.p a-ll, currently in e1'tect. In • at 
of ca.ptur-e or ~ of tana, these ~h1c dev1aes will 00 deataq._. 

9. In the evant of Plan Cbat.f8e the f~ Y1nal. .,.,.1.B w:Ul be ... 

It. IlNan tlaa .from tank-tank to Ill1'antr,y, "UEmt twwatd II • 

b. Smo.k:G shell to looality of A1' gun by taU: - .~ g'Jll, 08IID0t1Id'rance". ­
c. Bed SIOke gnnade, tank to infantry - -Cannot aiNiiWu. lllfaDtrrto a..!vanc ,-with ang1.neGa:os at once. 

d. i1b1te snoke grenade, tank ..... intantry - erob3eott... ~hod".-
-1­
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I. ftolet IUIOke gNMade, tank to 1Dt8ll't:l7 or nOlI '9m"SaJ ....

twntentt:rck uadez..., •• 


II)Sa AU 81pa to be auppl.emanted 'b:f radio 1t ~ibl., .. a double abIok. 


10. The 6th ..l!.rmored Int'a.n1iI7 baa oateJ:tl:1lhed carta1n Phaoe :i.incs as 
ehcRm on S1tua~ OYerlq. M the \uak oft'JC'1.. reach theae rlmse Ljms, t.htr' 
wW. ~ to tb:t.a headquarters. 

OJr'IC'LiL. 
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SI~Jn3! .. - .... - .. ­

IDtel1igence Annex to aoelNl!l8.n;y ftald order , 7. 

lfapss 	 Br1t1ah ft~ 01 German lIap ~- 1.2S,ooo 

GSOO Ita1;r, 1t2IO Sheets 161 m" J.6O n - 1.S'O,<X)() 


1. 	 • !IZ of ..,. S1tuat.ian1 

-a. ..,. to defense oNl"pi"int n Oorpa, 1 January 19J.rk. 

b. Orwllr to accompany Intell.ipnoe Annex, 7S)rd Tank BattaLion, 
fiAWl JIldt/I'. 

e. OYwllcr'" aooampany Intel.J.ipnce AnDax. Fiald Order 1 '?aak Force-
J. .. !tlel !le!?- of W-oma~. 

a. 	 ,.. .. peeltUrut, tank obstacl•• --v- 1nstallationa, ;ford., 
terr£dJ.l .r.a.... itO., _ OYerlay to a~ Intollipnoe Ar.rlG.x, :b"'iaJ.d Order 
If 1, Task .... l'1l.iII ... I'1eld Order # 7, 7~3rd Tank BattaJ.1on. 

b. b _JII4a 18 ....ally rollinet nth nat p1crwed tie.1<l.J, 

draJna;,:O drtcl-. ... - ..... fenoes in area rOJ' 2000 yds eaat and southeast 

of _.. ORCliU.. .... fit HI....,.. 6, tho ground 18 tairl;r steep lOme distance 

ban iLg~1I'ith _1.- ternnces :tn this arN. These C"8 not considered 

as tanl: o~_. .... t.be H:I.glh'JS.Y the streams and clttehea are ta1r~ ..., 

and i ....J.:~ neecl -_:::_ -tatance. tughway 6 w:Ul be prepared by engilJ&8l"II ..

fer .::.a the NId .,.._"- at 9l2162. 

o. !lie..., .. approXimately 30 S.f). guna at p1"Obuhly oal. :fS, lIh1ch 
are in thoVi~ "'~11Sate rear and nay be used by him in advantapoua
loc~ticns (ma'Dq 11.... ' " '.. taUs) during the operation. 

ldntol~ ~rr:- :I,.':.': =~~~:~ suwcr and dark 

e. .. .. jIl, .JJ"::).witb. ~ 18'I:1te as .hown on ~once 
over~. 'Par ........U.. ---wUcm, ... 1.~ tll11'lCX Field Ord..
# 1, Za*,..... A]l... 

,.' (l.)" ..... tIl_cta are believed to be at a;JproxiLla~ lI4tuU atrancth at plPl.ent. 

(2) The 129 Panzer Battalion, purt fd the 19th P8n£c'.r 0taad1.. 
DiTio:!..o:l, ia reported in reaerve at o3Sl.8S aDd could be 118ed 1n thin 4"::'04. 

en The us ParaIIe Datta] iGIt, 1Jh:I.ch mq be a aepv.rnto DattalJ.on, 
or pm't ot HO DiT1aion ia repOJl'ted weat of the Bapi~i&l i &no r5.Vi:.,ro. 

(4) 1he III IZ .........t with approxfmateq 100 tmlka 1:s l'epOI'ted

east of the Bap~ rtvera. 

- 1 ­
- ' ' ...... 
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3. !fJ»!F!!!!!!T! and ObcJe1"'f&t1oD l!1asioDal 

•• 1'be-e w1ll. be an 0batsr'vat1an Post eetah1.1aMd by the illttal10n 
IIIaoJml111iiiDce om.o. in the Vicinity of 945l49 • 

. 'b. Then will be radio contact with this Obsar'v'at1on Pcint (ooe
oo_'UtLcatYon _.) 

b. ...,.... ts !Jene91ng Pri80DeN and Captured DecuIlenuu 

. &.~ deserters, and other persona captured by ~ dur1ng 
the at·~;.acl(wUl be ed aeeol~ 'tIo currwnt Be.ttallcn OOP. In the event 
tanka ll1".lD1 buk ., priaonal"S, the,r l'Iill be tU1'!k~d over to the ED:::'tc.:ion s-a 
aectJ.oll at the ..... 01 U. CalMmand ..'Oat at 99bll8. 

b. All -.ptuNd docwenta and materiel 'W1ll be tume4 OVa!' W t..lte s-2 
seetiar. inT.aot with tM leut possible dal..ay. 

~. Hap. !g!e!a" flo Un1tu: 

a· B1"1t1ah npatOduction of Ge1:'man up, lI2S,OOO. 

b. GSG;:), ltal7 4229. Sfleets 161 m and 160 II, ll:;<),O)O 

~. Aer1al phD~pha - llumbara lalm.. UQ2 and 3a,2, 3(9). 

mB.~ 
Ccnuncling. 

OFFICLil2 
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SECRET 
---~~ ~ 1;J,).L"Cl 7;;:.nk Battalt. 

Ia the F1eld., I~. 	 . 
0]1700 Ja7:mary 1943 

A1.ta.r'Date Plan to fte1cl Order I 7. 

CHe.!!!! !H! 

(To be ueed in can Plan Chaffee ... sao etfect before Bat.talion loaves b1vouaa 
area). 

1. 	 Looation of ~__ - See 0fWltv'. 

Botmdane. t.t,... .-ault ba\tal1oDII - tiNI8 0Y'e1"l.q. 

fbuo 11Ma - See 0tWl.a;:r . 

J.1De ot lMpartAln .... See OferUT. 


2. J.-d1ately-..,.. nlttpt Of .,t.if'1oation br Oomanding G€u1era1, TASK 

JUm~ ALID that f·lm CIIaft'.. $II .. 1D tlttoot, the BattaUon t)tamtazx1or will report 

to i~ ocwuw.... of tba IJd'aa.,. Batt":UOll to _deh he is S'll:"ilOrtj,ng. 1'b)I.8 will 

be dane by l'Cl.d1o or in 1':>..--. 	 . 

3. It will be au._ cI tala" the ~ per.>end1oular to the ax.1.8 of p.1'w'an.,
~D& fran G9)2l6a to ••1$0 1dJ.1. be tbe line of departare tor tbll 1;anr~
1afmt17 oor~tod atta_ ..... n.a Obatt... 

~. 	 a. Order of JUlIOh ". )ftIIe't usealIlT pee1\1.oQa to assault poa1t1oue 
- CIIIpa.rv' 119·, ~ "0", Assault a. F.LatoGt, 1.brta.r Platoon,

Oan..:~ "Alf. 
b. 	 I.afaDtry kttallien w1l.l place pidea _ I"Oacl at posit:1.arus tank 

ca;pan1ea 1dl:l tlU'ft .tt JIHd.. ,,;t.h Bncinecn w1ll check theM PUSiti0n8 pr1.. 

- arrival ~t tanka. 


~. fhia Bat,t&l.1on in II1IPPWt of tbe 1st Infantry Battal.i,'n ,;:Ul acftmce 
1A throe eohelau.. one 	~AI\V' ill eaotl _bIlal. 

~. 	 F.lrst &Ghelcm, ~ ... in line of 8eotiOl1ll in CKUl8l. See 
..h aDd Oftl"lq.. 	 . 

(1) Pro?ide one pla\ocD ( -a. aect10n ) DOnheast of' hig:f:lllq 6 
.. flank auard.. It wUl pl"Ooeod and ..siR 1ntantr;r platoon, which 18 PI'fti41.nI 
right t'J.aak ~»D tor the 1ntant.17 battalion. See skatah. 

(2) 	.... at .....:L tank speecl, combinina IIOVWIIent y,j.th t.ire froa 
\.be 	1:1ae ~ 411paftlJN· te ob..1eot.1ve.. 

, 

(3) 	-.-.1 ild'antry .tbr..!'d b-J ))re-arranged signnla. 

(k) 	Keep ~ on ob~eeU"" :1nact:tve by fire .md ),~t. 

(S) .After po.1tlon has been secured.. and upcm receit ot eJ'Cla"., 
tl 0 COIIp8lV' ( -l platooa ) 1CUl plOO6&d to rally- peint at 93Sl.6" ll£tp 112S,ooo. 

(6) ODe platoon to eccuw poaiti<Jn on northem alo.)O ~ )IT PORCHU 
throughout -nit Da7 untU rel1wed. It wUl usist iDtantry' to breW;,-up ~ 
oount81\o4ttacka. 

-1­
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Chaff. PlaD-Altemate to PO 17 (oaat'd) 

1h SeooDl Kohelon - c.pany "C" in line of sect10us ill co~umn. See 
aketcll and o'ierJ.q. 

(1) 1'011_ :lD.tant.r,r ..sault platocu. 

(2) A4ftnce at 1ntalltl7' epae.. 


(,J) Dedroy JIaOhine pw GI' Dm"tars that oome to l:ii'c cl"ter J':lftt 

&:l:teJ.Qn ot tanka !1M parsed. 

(k) watoh Wantry' for 8 1F a1• for hel;,') and aa~·;istw1oo. 

(S) III tmlnt :infantry 18 l.:Ld. up, pass through illf'uni:.t"y assault 
~ - to _t.o, wapona hol.d.inC up their aclYanoIJ iJ11'a.at.ry then to pass throup
s.ol1ll ~ f4 \anka which in original poalt1oD8. 

~~ one section nor\heut ot H1g1:ll!ray 6 as f1f:nk guard.
It ..:ill teu. _1st V1ato- n which 18 J'lN"'iding risht t'l..an.i.-:: .:.rotection far the 
We!!lb,r '-'-.3Ie_ (See sketch). 

(T)LSld.t of advance to creek Un. as shown on sketch tmless Intantr,r 
nee6.a ~ _let..., otherwise it will r.ain in firinS poeitiO:l UIltll ("~
to , ..... te ~ pH1t1on• 

.. tIdI\I Iobalaal Company "A'. see sketch and 0'Yel"l.q • 

.(1) ~ in rear of infantry 8U:pDon ~ m1«1. novine. 

JI) ....... t1nt R.!xi second eobalon of tal"..ka b:r tire hQq 
do.f:'J.ated poel ODe ~ eupport COLl;)any of 1nf'antry 18 not mc'V:~• . .~ '.:~ 

(J) .a.".1!CU JNY1de flank protection ot forward elwcnts br
ooolrftt.lon and-t1N. 

(k} ft w:UJ. ·...tv attack against hostUe amor or j.nf.mtrJr. 

00 .-.. ....b bwa Battalion c.man. it w.1.ll roturn to ralq
poaition -' 9lf'UI. 1IqN~. 

6.... b ----~ 1d.ll take up a tirins poaiUon rec::r of ec:.p..zv- 1fC'I. 

~.rl] lay t1.re - UIe reverse ~11ld forward alopea of ill' H)JlCHIA.
D 1d.l1 lie· '- ... thli -.th west slOpeS of Mr CHUlA. . 

... 1& ... or opportUDiV will be given ,rioriV• 

•• Ja 8IId.1tton the norul lead ot DlI"Ul1t1on, it will haw cae 
at~ JIJIl1t1on ·1iIlI -- loaded wi th ~ lfi&b bploelft and 40% :ao•. 

" 

.. .t- 1\ rill be p:'apared to adftDae by bomIda as the attack proP"flll.... 

7. a.!be •••ult a. Plato-::'D rill .. 1nto Ii t1rin& position 1n tha rear 
., ~ ",.. lee alaeteh ~nd oVoIJIrlQ7. 

-2­
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CILF ::; l-1JAN - Altsmate P1en to FO ,; 7 (cont1d) 

-c. larpta 01 opportunity will be given priority. 

6. a. 'l'ha :RAIoonftaiesanoe .. l.atoon w:Ul establish an 0 .. 1'. on tl~ northeast 
alO)c.s of JIt~ and be ?repared to des:t..cnate snEll:lly targets 1:.0 c('>.'l":)nnisa
conocnaed.. 

9. ....,.. to 00 used be usoo. batv.'Hn illf":mtry and tank unitsl 

-a. All tank and infuntry c~e.s to be set on AJJ10 Cl1:'lL.'1OlS as per 

1- B7 J'\1IlMr tar. infantry N-atocm to indiviclual tank . 


.. tIIIDk to Intantry.- IAnt1.-tank gan, cannot adwnoe lt , tiilOlce shells

to 1cealiV 1', ~ gun by tanka. 

e.... to Infanu-y.- Cannot advance-, Rod smoke groWJ: do. Intantrr 
to <levance ,..t\h • a'''''' at once. 

!. 'l'aDk te iatant.ry.- Object,iv8 reaches", ,:1lite S!1oka gt'OJ.1.'i.l.de. 

1- !aI* tID ~ or vice varsa,- "lI:Mmy countc.r-attnc~ l.lllCi&~ wrq-«,vioJ.Eli smoke pwede. 

JOHW1'OJI 
5-) 
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Jtt.t.a\1oD ___~ _tu.u~ ,:x..'IitU\~ ,Off' w.'V" to GAJ1l.~ A 2IIJO. 
I.l:U! -.1t,Soa fI ~ eI ,*..a:u.~n ~~. ~~:_r3~' ~t:~~ .......... 
- :..DO. ~AIII Cll.il:l;it,ed )'I,.. killeN (:vt.. ,~..~.) a!1 oat ~'W . J1..­
.,..; 4i4 (0;.1 • .-). At. UOO two t..cwlc., ~ "C., ltft __~~ ~ to 
~. '........d4 ., il66a07.. .&t aSLO )N ".1 F'.JMtIeft.. ~ :'.~~:' ~t&7 

,..:~ .... - dtMrAd to \1'lJa ·tal\• 

.... 1­
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41~ 19lab 

HJaJ c1I1l"7 tift !"tJCl,~1VG4 1D 'Battalion (~nd ,.t kz",,",' ';'i.'. 
~J .;J'tI .... at .... .. _'u.l~• 

.1'~ 1......., ~.it!~'C·, ~\1\UId at Ol)S, ....nd ~'"\..,j,: ~~,:t~~ 
«,,,, -~ 110 ,.. _ •••Q3. rar ali:{ := W'lIole d U)O, ... 'il.· ::,c!>lU ~-.ny 
·lii',~ ....." .. ~ !,<)nt.t::n fl,' i.1-.!6' ftrad. at ea.dnotor ~'':';;'''I~ ,'t,"M'S,.t.il'lT::..~ .....' i,\ 1".>30 OJ Lwlil1& vttSAW, )Nt A/.:; 1.:1.r.n, ., .Jriiifw ......~ arr'j,\l1'W1 [crT' 43...,1011 01 ~';lan1I f<'lf' at+~~ . 

~ !,'0I~1__ ..: 

._.Gil IW4 ost. ~ to ~ at 11)1).


",,-tltm., ~l~r of biLtt••U.G'-lI UQCtIM2~. 

',' .'~: 6 na:«aarJ'~ 

.• 'r:!r-...... oc!. ~ utili •.,- r::l~!.i.- ;~",~1l_Iut..~_"-t ... 
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1. Reo} n:lia'mnoe n"txt'41 imt:. .C.i3' to C:lta1:l.1ab zv'Cl ~[i.ea tor flOVe­

mnt ani ~t:\a of batt·;J.ic:m fr'ou pJVaoot u1VOU!3.C ;U'Q..:l to ~J :;e,.blf 
aro~":t ;)I.617S. J.l4ft ord...a frllll tlua "":4iGD, 1 t wiU ~,ll'Ui:.:il r:,,).;; quitks 
ttlr ).0l ':;''::>:.)J.!'iO. !t 1dl1 ;.1.Vfi<'10 ra/t1o GelJUruri\1oo ani lla.<JOIl 'b) r,()':""F,I1Y­
C b1t.'1 nt;:1.nH:r .iiD, wst.il I"Ol.io'9od.. It. trW. cat:lll1.1St1 ~ :j.r. on lDut If:!n\

aL,~.~::o of '.;15."& OAS:iI.HO. Fr.lor11¥ or ~ on tll"';ots : ~...oi>':H~' U;.! i:v rcOI2'IJ::"0.3­
::Linen 0.1'. to 'bo ....,as.~tod -:.Jj a...~,;:.l...l.et 

-.1..- ..... ~ tn Ot" ~ 0Ql" l!no~; or non1\; ilt '.lU3 .1reo­
t:;,0Zl otber 1Ibaa. __ • til:; $lxqr ."..lll k'eop t.M -.zle of it·) tr,nk ,;un at its 
tIIXiJ 1\IQ .",..~ 

• ~ "-'k tanka used qy tb.O n..: Zt4and ':'.'iU'Je i~,~··mt" dU be 
1.ci&ntltied " 1arp tt._ £'~ ;lIrQ aT! {,..1(! ta 'Ie h14l. 

It at""'-_ ef.\'i(Q"li! ma r.... wlJ..l .,0.ter:11.DU 'iltJet..~ tl. t li k is 
,... t...tn. apr." or iu to ~ 0V!'~" to roar • 

.. ..' ...... Ott J"U'le ',lOO ... e i~ t) ~ >osit1.oD ia !l:l,.~'ll fur
fJlien'DT 1Dt._. 

.. liard" et thl' ! 4CJ'" ti.nt. t..'!.e bri'. be::td 'fJ1.q mt b'a. ',aoc ilm'>ut,tl
IV ota.... r.... r""-' .., d...1.r">.!lO:1G ii r·.~:: a.U poetl "'1m w111 btl or.; n t '00 1tJr 
.. Sl·",-, J_aibb ~ tv. 

.. IWP.:J;r. ,.~. Jp.>n or leZ"'l, .ro..trd ·./t...It1PS l11l.l !).c e:·~~>;lLi'lI'.l 
in i{( 1n:I.t.J' Ot ~ Sm'v loe ,~f't)'li., (lne l;nt.,al, :I)l) uo! l.t;:; \ co)d'111
,.e.:;;l iJ'. in J)ft:.k41t _ .. 

S. A.."d:J or ...~ -..1Inic .·t#:.om t":l;j~;~r 'ito :»';,rl • 

.~~a;1~~.~~~1'.c"~t ~".~i~1;";~r4~;:t~,~~; ~.'.ttrU1Gn 
to> tOW ••"1 .. r..1"... \t tllat t:me, i.U1 • ..J. 8t... t:to;:;."11.l l~e ee\ 
u aJ../Xld ~ ". ;1 . ...;tll ot C\;:ll.U.{i. 2la ~ S Ddo w:U.1 eWGW!te 
ttll' ~.j1 .au. '-';1.0n. 


C.~., 1ft fide Qawp, .xlUI Cll"- a'M.aek st.. ·ta,

C.r., 1SlN.,... 11ft (liji 8851."­
¥-~ C.P., 15J1Ptt tank dD (:: J' VNiPTl\l\O ;10-. 
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H!ADQ~'l'ERS 

753RD TANK BATl'ALION (M) 

!PO 464, New York, Nt 
2 March 19h4 

SUDJECT: Historical Report ot Operations 1ft Italy tor February 1944. 

TO Adjutant General, Washington (25) D. C. (Thru Channels) 

1. General. Situation: 

The situation in the II Corps front prior to February 1st was 
essentially the sane as reported in the January narrative. 

Briefly reviewed, it was as tOllows. 

a. Afte!' the capttre of OOUNT CASTELLON! and UAIOLA, II COll'S to 
continue attack to capture PlEJ)M)NTE - AQUIM> prepared for !uther ~lo1tation tothe North West. 

b. First Tank Group to extend bri4gehead to p8l"l:lt\ pn"&ge or . 
Ocmbat. Camond It])p to 1ho 11o~ 410na .BIOB74Y.6 by 801.~8 crook crossings OV'Or 
ItXGm1JJ 6 (829aOl) am PIOWE1\) RIVER at (83neO) aD1 (660119). It wa. to 
Aize PIGNATARO and preye_ eHape at eDtIllJ' to West md South West. It was top~tect II Corps lett tlank. 

c • 34 DiVision was to CI'IlPt'UZ'e 1I)UN'l' ALBANE'l'A (825217) am cu t MGH­
WAY 6J capture am secure high grome! (79S235); hold Y>UNT UANNA until relieved 
by C. E. F.; hold l()UNl' CASTELLON! cnd protect. right tlank. 

d. 36th DiVision was tD torce croS8~ ot RAPIDO RIvm South ot HIGH­
WiJ 6 to SAN ANGELo inclua1.ve; explOit 1x) the West to consolidate terrain capturedb;y First Tmk Gttlup md COQBn. 

e. 9l.t RecOnnaissance Squadron was to initiallY' ICreen the Corp.

lett East ot tm RAPIDO RIVER; mamtain contact with Br~18b I COlps. On Co~B 

Order pass through bridgehead and reconnoiter West 01 AQUIK> RIVEa and ScuthWest to LIRI RIVErt. 

t. Combat Commend "B" on {larps Order was to paIS t~ugh bridgehead 

al'Xi CtJlt\1l"'e PlEDWN'I'E - AQUINO area; be prepared to continuo advance tD Iforth 

'fest, or opera17e to South and South Eaat to destroy m¥ulY' in LIlU VALLEY Ea$t
of AQUINO RIVER. 

2. 	 §Recial. Situation•
• 

On 'ewuarr lit tte 34th "D:lV1s1on had captured 1Ilt1N'r CASTALLOBE and 
li)UN'I' KAYOLA am held the lOuthem exit .tram CASSIMJ along !O gr:l.d nOJ.-thing.
It was to continue it, attaok tD eatablish a br1qehead South ot CASSINO 1.n crw 
to pezomit 4eth Engineers to establish a b1i.dle on HIGHWAY 6 over' the RAPIDO . 
RIVER t~~~it passage ~ 1st 'lenk Oroup. 1b1s battn110n Wt:.S to C~::lB the 
~~#attll..k, Biozo ll1'ld secure the obJoctive, as <*t.lined 1n P"'~ "A",1st TQDk Oroup, a.t~chad honto. 	 . 

http:inclua1.ve


3. Terrain Anlllysis I 

A •. Upon rocetpt of orders that tte battals,on would operato under 1st 
'l'tmk Oroup in the CASSINO area, tho stat! began a. telTain stooy of the ground ovar 
which :i.twns to operata. The mediums usod wore: aerial photographs, maps, 
aerinl reeonnoi ssance nm· ostablishmcmt ot Observation Post I s on 1DIDrr TROCHIO 
and the high ground 1i'eet of CEaVARO. 

Tho o.roo. :fbr the forthcoming operation wus the beGinning ot the 
LIllI ViJ,LEY toward ROUE. It "'lUI low slightq rolling terrain with three small 
ridges averaging $0 motors to 7$ tlot:Jrs :In height running generolly East to 
i1est. D.nd North West, intorspersed 'by numerous &iMll streams running gCl'lernlly from 
the Tiest to tho Eo.stand emptying into tho RAPIDO llIVER. ihe stremn bed just 
south of HtGm1AY 6 is a natural drainage lina from the mountm.n running through 
plovrecl fields, generally aver(lg~ three to four feet in width md depth, with 
stoop soft sides 1mtil it crossos the ST ANGELO roJIl) when it widens out to tittc 
or t\ronty feet with hardl7 my banks. Botwaen tho ST ANGELO OOJJ) and tho RAPIfI 
RIVER"tm groond is soft, boggy and has been urdor l'Rlter for the ll'.st i'l8Ok ­
definitely n tonk obstacle. This 6QJDO stream line West ot the ST AmELO ROAD 
may be a tank· obstacle because of tho stoep sort ban"~s which .tUl not hold the 
wci{jlt of··a tank; however, i:f' the ground is:-·<thoroughq dry it mould. be easy 
tor tanks to cross. It ~ believed. tl')at if b grOlnd is still soft" tlmks con 
find by passos across this st.;'OaI:1 bed.,." . 

. Two thousand yards 1'arther south is the PIOPPE'lU RI~. This 
river is anywhere from thr.ee! to fifteen feet wide md from three to six foot deep 
until it crosses the ST .b..NBO R01J) whore it forms a pond roughly .30 foot by
75 feot. Beyond the pond it narrows again to .3 to 6 foot in 1'lidth until it 
nears the R:..PIDO wmn it vddons out to 50 foot without any bDXlks. Fortunati:l¥ 
this rivor has (],uite a few fords between the PIGNATJu10 - STi~NG:ELO RQAD, and 
unless it hus D. tlud oottno, should not be a tank obstaclo . 

.The area is bounded on the eclst by the RAPIDO iUVEi1 runni~ 
generally North to South and cr.J.ptying into the LIRI RIVER South of STiLNGELO. 
This Ittver from North East of Ci.IRO to D. nile and a half South m HIGffi"[.i~Y 6 
is 30 to 50 feet in width nrd fron eiGht to ten :roet in depth. Beyond that· 
point and to the South it vr.i..r.1011s fro:.: 80 to 100 fect, The ground en-st and 
west of t;~is RIVER·is nat ani bOGGY. During dry Tfcather this RIVER averages 
about three feot of water nnd. o.:lsily fordable to foot troops. Severru. places 
North and South of HIGHWAY 6 could be rode fordable for tanks i'lith Engineer 
assistanco. ·During rainy weatmr, the river overflo"v'lS its bmlz, fioodir.g the 
nrea npprox:ir.lately a qunrtor of n Llile on cach side lmd therefore inpass.:lble to 
tanks. The nood rate speed of this rivcr is cst:ir.lD.ted to be 25 l:rl.los po r hour. 

North of the area is a t:1ountain nass inpass.:lblo to tanks \'lith 
the oxception of the HON'l'ECASSlNO jJ3~EY BDl.D. 

South of the PIOPPETO RIVEd. the ground is higher thnn tm sec1!or 
over i'Thich the operation is planned, thus affording the eneruy tho connnnding 
ground over our sector. 

Tho read net into the area of operation is poor, being linitod to 
HIGElJ4J 6. This will Cause a bottleneck for vehicular tlovemnt. South of the 
HIGIr."TJ'.Y is 0. r.:lilroad which with engmeer work could be mde into Mother route 
of entry. Bridges over HIGHV!AY 6 and the railrood have beon blorm thus requiriI~ 
construction of Bailey bridges for passage of tanks. It is believed thct plllri.'1.e 
of Dailey bridges across tro River south of the railrrod is not fen-sible due to 
the boC~ gr01md west of the river ....rhich is unsuitable for tanks. Besides the 
area cast of C~I.SSINO md to a quarter oile south of the tm'm is ImO\'m to be 
heavily uinod wi th tonk 0.' of the rail, concrete pos t an.nc~ post, type. 

, \ - a·- . ,~. 

" 
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Hance the oovamcnt of tho bat~ion initially \vill be chnnnelized down 

HImmAY 6 to the southeastern edge of tho nounto.in where two other roods becooo 
o.vnilable tor ooveoent. 

HIGID1iIY 6 is 0. gopd netD11ic two wny read. All: indications shovi enCI:J¥ 
trnffic staying on tr_u,. highvmy indicating that the shoulders nrc r.Unod. Tho bridge 
over the stroml crossing at (829201) is still intact, howGver, onerry nnbul.:mces 
had been ncted by-passing th:!.s. 'bridge, thus indicatinG it to be ninod• 
..l.erinl roconruJ.issan,~ shoW's the trail north of HIGffii'AY 6 not suit.::ble for tunks. 

The PIGNATARO ROAD is .:l good two vro:y dirt rood rlith nn overpass· .:lcro' 
the rnilroad still intact Ii This ovorpass is expected to bo blOVltl.,. honover thj 
should not prove to be 0. hindernncc since it will be possible to cross the raj. 
road at several points whore it is at cround level. Tho croek crossinG at 
(838181) is nnrrow and no obstnclo tc) tanks. Tho crossinG at (833164) is ~vide 
and steop and a tunk obst,:lcle. This can be covered by firo iro!a the ridge just 
north of the crossing. It is believod tnnks can cross the river in this vicinity 

., by u:Jing the ford to tho cast. 

b ST AWEtO ROAD ~. a POe&" 0IlCI wt13 cti.rt road for tonka. It ~so hoe 
~ OYOFl"d" aorQ18.t'" railroad .uu Intact 1'IMeh is expectod to be blorm. To 
b,y-Po.ss this it w:tl1 be nooouary to cross tho railroad west ot tho PIGNATARO 
ROi..D. It appoars that the creek croasing at the bond in the roo.d vrill bo difficu1t 
for tnnks, however thero are levern! low .pots along the creek west of the road 

. thnt appeur favQrably for tonk crossings. ,. The crook crossing .:tt (860179) is a 
tcnk obstacle, however it is be1ievod it eM be crossed to tho ''.'lost. To hold thu 
it will bo necessary to tllkQ tho high ground sOuth of the 'rivot' .:md support it by 
tiro trOLl tho ridiio just Iorthweat of tho crossing. (Soo routo sketch appended 
hereto 118 AJ'i)Ondix I and Torrain Sketch J:Ulrkcd ~ppendix II). 

'l'tIlN aro Q.uito tl tf1ft aido roacb l'\UUl1n@ into 0\11" poe1tion frw tho 
'WOst and south and nuooroUB dry .trcan bCd, -tlttording the onoqy good ovenuos of 
llppronch during tho night. During daylight ho'Ql'5 it is believed the orca CDll be 
offectvely covered by cross fire. 

FreD a9rial ~ photoc;rophs and air rcconneissnncc tho ontu-o ttroa is 
believed to be good tnnk country fer cross country opcrntiQns dur~G too ~ 
Bonson. ,. . " 

b. lTollther: It hns been raining intcrr.dttcntly for the past waok. 
Tho UiPIDO RIVEH lins overflown its brulks nnd ihundD.toc1 tho n.rca c.:'..st Md south 
ot G.\ssIOO. Soall lakes CD.Il be seon allover the areo. at propoBed op'ertltion.
Sholl holes in tho D.I'oa aro full ot \va.tw. The low ground on our s:[do of the 
river is spongy and boggy and not suitable for tonks. Since the e;round is the; 
s.:u:te ocross the river it must. be }mesUtlod to be in l~e condition. It is 
osticAtod it will taka at lea.t 4 week of dr,y we~thc~ before tanks c~ bo used. 

o. Ees S~tUolt1on~ Boa Appendix III, IV and v. 
4. pjciaion: 

Tho niesion or tho battalion is to sioao· and socure tho strcDIl crossings 
nt (82920l), (833164) and (860119) in order ,to insure tho passogo o! ornor 
through OU%' bridgohcnd fo~ tho tt~tnok on PIGNA'l'll.RC/ - AQUIW - PIEDUONTE und 
protect the flank of XI Corps. This givos us n frontago of rouc;hly 6000 yards . 
thnt oust be held untU tho engineers havo .repaired :thE) croek crossinGS expectod 
to be blown ovor these na.in routes. Hence it is nnticip.:lted thnt tho cround 

- 3 ­
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, . 
DUst be {organized for defense for tho niGht nnd a~uinrrt cO'UIltorc.tkcks. 

, "'," " Because of tho' ·gren.tly reduced stronlttli of tho 1nfantry (oonponies 
nverilcinc; s~y fichtinC;,oon)j tho ~ontinu::u rnin fnll I:mkinG the c;round. unsu1t 
nble for'tl.'oss country op~rntion ot t<mks thus 'chromeli~inG thcr.1 to rOo.d~; n.nc1 
the l:J.l'c;e 'frontaGe t,o, ge. covered and held, tho bo.ttDlien cOtll:lDIldor d.ocided to 
brc.:'.k u~) his forco into three conbo.t tonns n.nd c.tto.ck dom!. HIClliUl.Y 6, tho 
PIGNi.T.J10 no,nD, D,tId the STANGELO ROAD. A tean to n.ttn.ck dovm eD.oh route w:l,th 
the uission to'siozc and sccure tho streOD crossinG in its sector. 

""," ..... ..' ~ 

No reserves w'Cre held out. U one colunn in its n.ttr.ck ~,'lns 'hc-ld up, 
tho other colUD%lS wore to continue on their Eliss,ion. Jury r.ssistc.nco 'ncGdo(l bY 
DIr;{ oolurm "7nS toe. furnished froD tho reserves held by Co~dinG OfficJr, 
1st T.:mk Gro':lP. '," 

Based ~on the above deci3ion, vorbal ordor$ '!~tcis,suod to: 

0.. T.roQP B, 9lst lleconnnissance Squadron upon orders this hendquarters 
to cross tne It~ IUVER on foot, conduct route reconnaissc.nce over."the '~hroe 
routes,. checkinG ronds for nines, pOllsible by-passes n:t:'ounu. blO'm.1.,brldGQs ~:'l..t 
over the rnilroad. In event no opposition 11n8 'net, it' w(:\'3 to outpost url')h c~rossinc; 
~ ::-.rrivnl of tnnk coluon when 1'tlmuld reeoive further orders. fuclio l"cports 
to be rcnc1orod every :'5 ninutes. 

, . b. "Infantry bnttDlio~, ·34th Division"'toprovido one inf(!l1try ccup.wy 
to .follO'\'}, ench tnnk coluon ns closely us possiblo. upon .:1l'rivc.1 on objo-::t:!::o 
to orG.:uU.ze position for defense.One coopany to, provide security for encincc:."'s 
workinG on 'L~ovm overpasses over ST 4'~GELO - PIGNi..TiJlO no,;.ns. 

c. Conpnny 6, 48th Eug1ncortt';to.cr08s RAPInO ir.1Dadiuto~ upon ceo­
pletion of Bnily BridGQ. Initially to prGptJro by-pnssos n,cross railron,d on S1 
kNGELO - PIGNhT...RO .RO.LJ)" . De prepnrcd to furnish nssistance to either tonk colUDIl 
stopped by obstuole&•. ,': 

d. C~OP~ ,;"0", 753rd Tnnk Dn,tto.liont'to n,ttn,ck dO'rm HIGlf.I,.,y 6, seizo 
and securce;reek. qito~4:nr' nt .(8292bl). Oollc.bcr~te ydth infantry cOrJlJ..:1Ildor on 
O1'~..tUn Ot.igt9.~', Pre'fl.cle ~ank ooCur.t.ty. 

;,. I""': l' : 

e.' Conpdily lin", 75Jrd Trull<: Dnttn.1ion vd.th Uortnr Platoon (less one 
sgUb.d) attached to attack down P];GN;.TAaO llOlJ), Mize and. secure crook crossinG nt 
(B3)164) col1abornte vdth infnntrycoDl:1ander on orGonizntion of ground. Provide 
finnk security. 

t. poopo.ny "A", ?'5.3r.d Tnnk Battnlioh:' With one J:lortD.l' sCJ.~cl and 4'~6sault 
Gun Platoon attached, attack down ST il.NGELO HOi.D, deize and securq crGok crossinc 
n.t (860179). Collubor.:J.t~ with infantry OOtlIJDlloor oli orcnnizc..tion-d£ GI'ounu.. 
Provic1o flOllk protection. . 

g. Conpnny 114'~1I 776 To..nk DestroYer DnttDl.ieJn have ono pktoon follow, 
Tm'lk Conpnny "C" colUlJll. Tnko posit:\,on nc1n1ty'(848196), provicle :flank :;Jrotoction 
for t~nk colurJIl. When feasible, plutoon :to Dove to (832189), ilona:1nU.or of 
conpany to follow Conpnny liD II oolUlJIl, J.eploy nstrido rond viCinity (8401.83). 
~ llt"Opared to furnish s~)portinc fires for all tdnk coltiLlIlS. Provi(~o OTm eli SUCJunt­
ed security. 

h. 59th Arnored Fiold ~rtillcry Dn~tb.l1tm to furnish cJiroot supportinc; 
fhoes ns Ci J.1J.ed fa r in dODba.t. COVI.la.nd· liD" Arti11~ty'C6nCC~ion Plnn. 

- -,4- . " 
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• • 1. RocollllZlissanoG Platoon 7S3:rd· 'milk Dnttolion to ostabliBh guides 
in o.il.SSrK> are;.1 for passn~o ot batt~n. Furnish radio liaison wi th Cooptll'ly
"ell 48th Engineers. Estnbl1sh ObMl'tat1011. Poet on hillside of MOUTE CiiSSIM). 

j • S~ply - no change 

Axisot CotI'l\&104t1on flO BIaHW1LY 6 - PIGNATARO ROiU>. 

Ana of EYaouat1on - Bach col'lpatf' route. 

Idd Station .. House neal' junction 01 STlJlGELO nOAD - HIGffi1AY 6. 

k. Dattalion '~dftnee Cot1cmd Post - Initially (853203) - Thereafter 
PIGNi~TiJl.O ROiJ). 

s. fan-aUVIl' 
Dy n1crl't r4 JanuaJ7 nat - re~ lat, 'the 't-attalion vms d~loye4

cm er41ly north and·south ct HIOffi1il.Y 6. (See apPEildix V~). The battnl:iDn was 
directed to 1\1m1sh tire support for the attack on Ci..SSIJIn by elcnentL cf 34th
Division • 

. Coopal\Y "J'~II troo present pas it10n am C0tlJ.JmlY "Oil fn>n (870198) were 
direoted to turnish the .tire suppon. The 48th Eneineors were requested to ch(,..,~ 
am J?1"Qpare route as shown on 0Ter.lq in 'l.~pend1x VI. This wns' cotIl)lctcd befe 
dawn. Ooopany IIC" J:loved i'r0tl its assetlbly area bofore daylieht, but due to ~.' 
boC~ terrain was only able to place one platoon in firing posit! on. llooain 
ot OODpl1l17 was forced to return to its asseob~ area. Throuehout the dqy thiJ 
platoon am Cot;"l~ "li." tired on des1emted target area. One encrtV fuel ducp 
wh1eh burned for six hoUl's was destroyed. Casualties 1n1l1cted tire unknown. 

, Hill $96 (G SSS223) was ta1<en by tm 13,th Infantry Re~t .34th
Din.1on. 

~ Febl"UD.1'7 2, the platoon of ColJl:XllV "C" am Cotl]?arly ".t~1I continued 
to t.Lre on target area south at Ci~INi~. Due 1x:l hoavy mat. v1a1bU:1ty was poor. 

lleaSQce was received froo 1st Tank Group challG~ tm objoc:t1ve on tN 
PIGNATARO RO.lJ> to the creek crossine at (837180). " 

At 19$0 the CotI'Jand Post wns heavily shelled. One enlisted :can ot 
48th Eneineers was Id.lled, one enlisted and COlJI:land1.116 OfT1c~ of 48th Ene1neors 
werO wouncled am our Battalion Cottlander WIles sliahtly wounded. 

On February )rd, the platoon ot CQCpany "Oil ani Co~IW "l!/I were unablo 
~o tire on target area. c1ue to beaVT 1'0 G. J~a1n receivod heavy artillery fire at 
13)0 kil l1ne 1 enl1stod IU1ll and roundi~ another or the reoonnaissanoo lu.atoon. 
'hO~q,uarte:r tons were dostroyed. l~t 1600 the Dattal10n ColJl'lOnCl Past vms oaved 
to (90ll9,). At 2200- two tanks froD Cocp~ "C" were dirooted ix> try- out tank 
cross1hg over RAPIDO ilIVER at moo February 4. Tanks oro saed tho river but were 
unablo to cllr.tb tIE west bank. No artillery was fired on the tanks. '!'wo (ft)t\Y
cachine ~s oponed tire but did no dnm~c. 

At 2310 word was roceived that the 3rd Dattalion J.4lst Infantry was 
attached and would roplace the Infantry Dattal10n of the 34th Division far the
operation. 

On February 4, tho eomand Post ~nd COrJ:iany IIl~" reoeived heaVy arbtiro. Fortunntoly no casualties were incurred. 

-,­



The platoon of Coopany "e" aGain fired on tarGet area. It 1'hlS directed 
to return to its conp<lllY area at dark. 

Lute that nftCE'noon the Infantry Dattalion COr:uJCll1der and his staff 
rOiJorted to the COIJn-:nd Poot. The Dattalion COIJJ:l.ander diccussed tho Int Tunl:: 
Grou:) Plun i~ and issued orders for his Dattalion's pDrtici.~'ation us e:;iven in 
~araLTa?h 4b abovo. 

Nothil"B occurred on February 5th until 1500 when a battalion of NOH 
ZeCJland tll'tiUler,r noved into the ColJIJand Pos t area. The DattDlion CO!JT.wn l~ Post 
nowel at dark to (0 9(6198). 

On February 10, a r,lessaee was received fron 1st Tank GroUl; tho.t tl-J.e 2nd 
Dattnlion 14.3rd Wantry would replace the 3rd Battalion 141st Ini'<.mtry. T'1is 
chnnco was caused by a redistribution of troops of II Co~)s. The 36th Di~ri3ion 
YJV.S beinG replaced by troops of tho New Zealand Corps, and novine to trc :M..sht of 
the 34th Division. The 1lAst Infantry was ordered to Ci.TitC. "hi this +i1.11; the 
34th Division ,'inS still fiGhtine in tho norhtern edGe of O:.ss=:~n c.l1l.. ht.d :'.Ol; 

been uble to take the tinDEY on the hci. chts above the ·::'OW.:l. 

On February 11th COO!Jarty ":e" received u hoavy shellinC i'1"cnC!5CJO to 0900 
result:inc in the loss at one hnlf track. At 2000 tro 2nd Du"utw.io:1 l'.J.jrcl I:u'nn":y 
YIUS relieved fron attacl'D.:"nnt to our Dattalicn. This luft us rr.i:Ghou:tLrlf"lI·. t·."'Y 
for the farthconine operation. 

On February 12, too New Zealnnd Corps beGan tnkinc ovor the 34th 
DiVision sector. .At 1900 tIE Dattalion loss trains vms dirocted to nove -:0 
(H 018082). At 2245 pernission was obtained '00 nove tl,c oattolion les'; t .. '.lt:.lB 
to (H 082015) beoame the other urea assiGned could not accoLnoclato' the butt.ll:1on. 
lIovenont becnn at 0001 Februnr,r 1). Hove was nacle in three colUt:lOs, ten uinutes 
between co1ur.n:ls. Dattalion closed in new nrea at 0430. 

At 1300 February 13 the Dattnlion vms placed on a 6 hour Dlert. Tho 
Dattalion rennimd in this area unti1 18 Fobrlllry perforninG nm.ntennme 
rep.:l.ir s • 

~~t this tiLl) (Fcbrmry 13) too 21st D.!lttalion New Zealand Division 
was attaohed to tm Battalion fer the forthoonir{; operation. Fron the 13th to 
tho 18th of Fcbrmry tho Dattalion Staff net with too Cor:u:nndinG Officers of the 
different units attached to the Dattalicn and discussed tm ne\'( plan of act.ion. 
This culI:1inated into F:l.cld Order Nunber 8 which is enclosed• 

.:..t 1600 February 18, orders were receivod 1:0 nove at 1730 into the 
lyinG in area shown on overl ev marked appendix VII, and directed to bo prepared 
to crOSB tho !1.iI.PIDO at dayliGht 19th. Dattalion Cormand Post noved. to 1st Tank 
Group COrJnand Post area 'Jest of S.I:.N PIETRO. 

Durinc too 19th attack of New Zealand and 34th DiVision elcnonts to 
establish bridGehead failscl. DuriIt; the nornine the Dattalion in tho lyinG in 
area received h9avy artillery fire resultinG in the loss of 8 enlisted. nen and 
1 tcmk. This artillery fire contimDd thrOUGhout the dev and was of such an 
intensity that at 1700, tre Cor.Jr.laIlcling Gcroral of Corloot COIJ.Danel "Dil directed that 
the battalion be noveel at dark to the llIGN;lNO aroa (Soc a:)I)cndiX VII). Hovcmrrr 
was beGUn at 1800 ani oor.lplcted at 2000. 

Fron February 20 '00 29th the DattCllion remdmd in the I:EGNi~NO nreu. 
It beGun (X)r.~pnny traininG Cll1d :r>artici.patcd in the Conbut COr.Jr.1Md 110 11 schoo13 0, 

nines and bridc;e layinG throuGhout the re!:mJ.nder of tlu :;eriod. 

-6­l· .t ~. , • 
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On 	 February 24, our Service CoIilparv was shelled rcsultina in the loss 
of 3 	enlisted nen, one truck destroyed, four trucks danaged and suffered a 
considerable loss in tentage and sup~Jlies. 

On 	 the 25th, Service COLlpany yms again shelled, result inC; :lr. the loss 
of our annunition dunp. No casualties. 

[;y nidnieht 29 February, the situation on the Neyr Ze.J.:i..J.nd -':'r-on-;:,
rerlained unchanged. 

6. 	 Conclusions: 

No conclusions or recoLJtlendations will be nade untj 1 C'ftr'Y' t 11::; " .•'0-'­
oseel 	o)aration has been cor:rpletod. 

4 Inels: 
1- Unit Journal an d J ourncD.. File. 
2- Unit Diary. 
3. Battle Casualty Report for Honth of Feb. 1944. 
4- Consolidated Battle Casualty Report. 
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HEAD,; Ul\\.T2:H..-3 
753R.D T.A.iK Bi~'l'TALION 

..lPO hG4, u. G. Army
4 April 1;144 

UNIT Dli>.H.Y FOR lifiRCH 

1 ~ 13 »arch 1944 

Dispositin of Battalion during !eriodl 

Battalion Cotl.7nc.nd Post - <1-994159 

-All, "B", tiC" Gomphni'~s - Vicinity ~.lmUu'JO (G985117) 

SetT1C8 Comnany ------ Vicinity Sl.N lJIF:'l'RO (~9621;;u) 

Headquarters Com~y -- Vicinity VAIRMD (H08201~) 


1bia period. was used for scheduled training of the battLJ.L,n; ad for 
planning future operations. Emphasis was placed. on organizi.ng groculd defenses, 
prac,1i1.ce night tiring, abondoning tank drill, coordinnted traini.1C ',~:th the 
1nt£ntr,y, and dismowrt,ed, action. 

14 lk;rch 1944 

", 2000, a me.sage vraS received trom Coll1l'lk'1.nding Otticer, li'ir:,t Tnnk 
Gror), that lID' dq 'Was 15 ~rch 19411. 'l'rOi)1')8 were to be notii'-l:;u ;,;y 1508)0 
1~-:rC:1. 

15 IlCl reh 1944 

At 0830t the Air Force started bombirg Cas.3ino, t.~e abbC"J, <~.Ki vicinit;y, 
UG~,' ~~ dive, meci!., cd heavy bombers. 

il. meetinlot all company comn:.arder. was called at 1000, c~t \Ih:i_ch time 
t>c;:; 1Vere briefed OIl \ha operation. 

At 1200, th.&rti111e17 preparation fire was started, follcr;;od by the 
att.::~k of the New S••led'intantr,'. 

By 1.lOO, !t ... l-.rned that the infantlY had ant..ed the OO~'41 or 
Co.s~;;'no, 8Iloolli'lteri~ .el7 little o'r)position. 

At lJ&)O,. tt. ba~'-l:1oD __ placed. on a one hou.r alert. 

ftNt tmk.GrcNp lIOYedto it. toloward COmmard Past near ~·_c,)'j,':C1EV,E durir:g 
tbe~.. · 

At 2)00, wN •• zoe.aiTed fl"CIIl 5-), First Tank Oroup, t.::..t construction· 
ot Bdl.., 1r1q. OJ). B10IlWAY 6 0Vt!Jr the RAPIDO RIVER had begun at 2~245 • 

- 1 ­
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• 
16 Ifarch 19bh 

At 0800, it w.s learned from eombat CclIanmld. "Bfl that tvro ~tt~!li()ns at 
the !lO'a ~:.eaJ..ru:d D1Ti81,~n had reached the 8Outhe:on out.-sld.rts of CruasillO, und 
lm~'( teutporar11y held up in moving \x) the -Jockey-" l1.r. by i~ch ·.m ;iun rire .. 
Tho .i.rf;;r; +zy ealled tor tank asaistanoe" As a reswt of t ilS rO(L;).o.';t, the 760th 
'tan: Datto:-J.ion, l ..s '- com>a.nies, mi.S :1CWed to 'tie lying in ~: bct~n 
.00:,', T l-lQRCHIA and JIOU'~ TflDCCHIO;. l·l t th the mission of' CI"Osvirg t: ,0 ':. ; IL() am 
as;::' ·;ting tl,e intant17 on its move to t:18 "Jockey" line. It Yl<.iB l"c;:;;O!"tad that 
!ilo) ,/"Y 6 fron tb.e AArID~: to Ga.ssino was practically impos8ible for vehicles 
d~i..C to oomb Cl"8.-.. For tlu· t re8son tha 760tih Tank Batta1i:i. u; h:.:.;..:g au :nlied 
wit' t\'lO msso. bridges. It is ~,t present a-.ait1.ng orders to Cl'08 the river. 
It -.;),8 also repar~ tr.:t t:;e 1..·lf&ntry has ta.ken Hills 17$, 193, :.~.~d l:J5. 

'1'he 1:Ir1dp over the rW ..lI1X> on rllr),WJ\Y 6 was collpletcd at ("::)0. 

WIIPho. ~ort from :3-3, Firat Tank (]roup, stated tat ~k:i~' ,,:ealand 
tt~ni S irstad 61 76c:*i Tanks lJOuld be WJed to establish the "Jo~::~r·t line. 
1hJw I:alalld WOcr>. are ct pres0nt held up atl"Oad fork of HID': ·.~ ..Y 6. o<:st of 
Ca[l; 1m by _ll ama fire. :UO::IWt~Y 6 fran RAf'IDO to Cassino !'li~ S oo:)n cleared 
or :tiDe.. !nn.V Teller IIl.inas "telr'et found am. removed,. 

Jbe ,~ 'tank B~ittali()n (-2 Co.o1 :antes) 'Will remaiu in ly';;..cc.; :i.n area. 
t ':ie' .'lNsGl'.lt.. . . 

No r~~ at progress of I~an DiVisi,-:,n hils been roca~v'}u to 1045. 

At. 1.600;' 6 .... leel!~,nd TU:'i3 ","ere r~ort.ed 1:'1 the t;)"tUt a;.tll::rt.ll~ the 
1;;£, Iltry. 

17 _;m 1944­
<f;;:'''-r 

ru.... !d .. 1D:lian Divisi: n r~'Pul8ed a counta-attack du.r.).ne the 
nic~1; on Hill JaB. . . 

A .'P...... .,,_ z.1a..QIl. tanks 1:1 the r ort:1ern Dart ~.\.r Cu~: ino haan't 
bool. ab18 to ......... " ~ in the strcet.s at ()9oo • 

. , .• \ ._f,;, :,.,.........~ \ba\ v.e attack of 26th BattcliQn 6th 3rigade 

t.a ~""'__ "I.....·..t ..... time, :.t '.;d:J learll'~ till.:t I~Ul 202 has 
..........a ..'..z..... .. . 

. . . a ................. 'Uot tha.t tbe 26th Batt..u.iOll 6t," }3rJ.a ct<le had taken 

.~.~.. . 

. '.,' 
' 

", 
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::.'011 (Cont'd) 

~ :(~t.; V\.' ;:no:',) i S'ltlU ,,!l"dO fire .,.­
.' 


'/~C:i'i1 t; '::.f tho ~u:;.·l:;ttheat~)r. 


J't 21'j, treOt' '!"In, ..1st, ,;J,:,J:li.,ds'~:LHC '".1; 0;~'0.~. :.,,: 

r Cili ~>aiL(.'" of .ilCH .S [. t:.::-cJ.',h ...u::J.;ioo +l~ ,~.. ~',1. ;.; nn"t,. ," 
h~ .Y' .Lt·JU vehicl~J;:'i ~.tv: t,~, ::',.,';. 

Troop IfB", :'13t:~oc>:~a,tf.L; .... ;,.::(~ d011liJ;:'U;;.' : l, ':j,?3C Or! :l~/;; it rc­
~)Ol' ~(xl a (p'OOit deal of T:lb'.:lc 1:, '::", roD.d, E.\'1.~ t,: '..~...:,~J3 co.~l'~ . ,:'::cnr:;;~ ",uci 
~~) ,ueh. JO.....lSid$rtCibl() m:I.i:~j 11<,;:,1' i- . \jU.:':";';' lIIO.u.. bo' . CGCil"vry Jai'Ol"U ., 0<) 0. ~ UiJE) 
uco t ;:..y lIbeeled vGhicloa, ':.mt t.'lni::e s'1o;.lld 00 ~:~~-~8 to .7.f.lt jrr'";;- ':.~: 
fir :;,rr.~6nt.od f1n"tharrcC(1 :~:;i::';".~.:~:·o .:.'.long :,1J:~,.'{ Gt.:;.:.:ul t:".o ~.:: 
rc.1...read statio.~. 

'l"he Golonel 'l'ront. to ii ';a':ti:lg at. lJJC, 'ii~ I . ;ce .i. t .,::t:, , . ;.c':'.) t.lle 
7(~' ;! '1'ank Datt.:D.ion (- 2 ':'!O''P,,~lie:i j to help 6skbli,sh tho "..~(J(; .:::, ' .. • !\):os.z.'<l
pUl., is for one ~ to go t.',.::l ~~)~.r.;.;j Hl.GU'".'!, u).i:e Uk-' .firl J. ::..' 0>'1 IlEx.r 
I"&:~: .~"OGd station, IiZld :;iv(' fire ;,;u~" art to oth&r (!o.;;)un;r goi'[:; ',: y 5 to 
s.tt- O:i t..~ cal.lc'lum. 

'the C.c. of Fi:rot T:ifu: ,i:ro'l ',~,l! (iive lXh'::.(.J ::rour.d C)'j':'. 
kll..od, sevaral Qthas lfOI.L;.>l'-J. .(J .;. ~. ~~as 
'..:'1\A:. ,'::~f tuck to t!iB old loe:. tiol.; 

~;itu.ation &8 of l'/JO: 

,:~ .. :ts. 

24 t-h :; l taliol1, 6th .!r 

:2 .tll ~:<i t ta.llon, (:.~L~ri;,;; a::, itlng t,:I.{; 

'aIls 4X~ a.1'Jd 202 tuNe ,:o~lLct. 'l\v~; co 


:$.) ~ 

l)t.h /·r..:orod lleg1;.:....mt: 	 ;2 ';'.;t}'Jm burned, 2 tr<.c,",~; o.tt, 7 ('.! ' 2 ,:t:'C.i':. ru.:.:vl 
ful1Jare1. 

~ '~'Xll':lr,.d, 	 197 ;d.l1:"~l ~~L,:. ·:ioua.ind 

J t~nk5 'J tr~<: j. G ':, tion 

3 t.ruLS :,~~ 35'(:':'\1;;. 


An .::l·:,t",ld:~r;:'B ;c~,;e on t~f) ~W:liJh,m:it,;ril ··... r·t of Cassino,!:"::", "": '&:'Hl a:fV)rtlOon. 
:t:'" .'·r~"t;1.11 tr~Jl'~~ .,;..1:'; k.~'IOC';·!I),:l t"'trc .r,~t J.. Y(..t,.:(- ~ t4:i..t;.(~C_: (.d·'Il 260 r:l.;G~~ :-~~.' .- ':I.Aa t;,1~~$1l 

:~i..~(~,.' ~"I '~. ~ro:..~?}~l trla >~(rte1 ...~ t d51.!20),. 

\~lO!i!EIlta of the 1Jth Ittiian Divb:ion, ',rt.h C;o~a.I\V If:';", 7(, (" ..:'L~\; ::;~ttdion 
.:.t. I }X;)d,·.;;£·uie tm attack on Hills 46- :i;:d r)6~' $:Q~~<J)'in'" l,,··t,il.l. 
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HUla ~, 2Q2 Mel :\9) 41"& ~ bald. ililll6S was lo;;;t 'tJt:) the .... 

.:20 ~.JCh 1?Ja4 

S1-..u.on uno~.I\wmty....f'1nt Ba\t.W..1on, $th ~'lil.!k'" 
'i:li!l; ;;"i ;.,";',;'1«1 ta.a .t.~t to ~lis u.::it i),\ 12()j to ;~ a,."'l atta.ck. 

n .... ,f/It the 1;;,.'1,.1\ Divtston ~fIl.~~tt.l of t!10 2.-,",; ,,:'kT ,oalat:d 
DiV~,;:;:';l'll .. tlIae ~ at,at-ion at llass1nt. 

~ unahrl1\ied. "i I'd fit:;M;.lnc cont1.'1U8S arou.rd C;:tf"j 'Ji,i, • .1'~ 
U1U.l:1), ...... OOnt4..tal :~'~~ll. ~.. ..., 11 uain,s: \be ~l;'~~; ".J.i1Q4t, the 
~--_- ilw c.J111CN:i w JOO<l~. these points, i't"t:,". ~4.o i:!a1Jl ltle 
of ~1nw I., lddla be 1e cxwti!r.ti."1;::; attAPJpW to 1.ntlltnL. in'tt.t i;i~' ;OuitJ.oIW. 
3e1~1 fII .....t:et.loru:s l\..:'V'8 boot'l ~ 'tack, al~ he l~ [,w";.JCS8t\4 
111 rcttM1lW" GIIItd.~ Hotal. 

1II .... .-laID abll'& to \,1:;,4 ttinka ....., e:t"toct1'1M.1.y flue u~ ~ ~. 
c:r£:~" £1, aal _ ...~ o£ 1'UbblQ 1n...... ~ a:I.r act4~,j;'l irc~ 

dur1.nc t.ba _. 
at'_ 'IGS done to thla .,. 

• :: :.ttl-ch 1.9Wt 
:a......... ..... Tho natt.,1'~l1.ml __n ott 'UiQ tt'O hour ......i • .;..'Il'·;;, .at 160:.;, 

- i 'Ie off tile a.lat. urrea 271X1() l;~ 194L~. 

2h ld!t"Ch '.~w. 

. ", Ml""" ~T·c;d at 191{),.,~:J C.1.td:J ... o.t~. :f..;t .l't."~* Iftup,
al.~,,:. ';'; t~ __t. ,. IlO'9fI to Ii 11$112,. !he .tt.al1on U to l:.u.·:;" .~~ to 
~~ '\;:'tb.1n" ...... . , . 

2S ~~l"'Ch 19h4 

,- ..-........... 1IiCtft 1'\}ootvttd from 1st ~~ri 01")\,;;; t/.} ~~ti.:-..p.~.i.~ ....eeiala. J'iret s.,1al, 7 ..11c....'~I(;." to ..._ ...J;I .,..) .' .' tJw 'll .t aDO Pi fiI'r;\Y. d U. iIQad. <;\Z:ll~ ~ . . "': 6...... «1.. Bald ~ at, w.o. Seoord...-ial. (lQ) 'f'4hi4tl)
at .~.'" Idl-.........oPri ..... , .... J\traot1m at ftt(f::;;.! , eel·.. 

..'~ 'IIIfI anwieia ..~ .... 1ft ~i4"O'i>~ =....... 

te ht~ ~ t." ,...t..\1#L ~LtatllOU ottl..- • to r:l.fl~ ,i\1'I1;Y O.f'. 

26 ~ 19la4 

The lIOW'_l't .. _do aDOOI'd1l~ t.o plu, and tho notW!.C1" r.:,}med in the 
net: I.~~\a ~rt.~. 1.'be deJ' ... ~ itl sott.1.r1c ~ .... 

http:notW!.C1
http:natt.,1'~l1.ml
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lilt .' .. 

21 - 2fJ .t:arch 19W& 
.. 

1'bis period 1IU UMd in :;w.l:ing the mceMiGl')" preparat.1..Oll:J i'<ll' t.be JIIIGIIIPD­
lu:W.( n of' the B.:ttaUon. 

file itQta1..1on was reorganized th1a date w:der ro and It: 11-i~ '/') ia COn7pHanol
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• • HEADQUARTERS 
753HD TANK BATTALION 

APO L~64, Hen York, NY. 
5 April 191-14 

SUBJECT: Historical Report of Operations in Italy for Harch 1941+. 

TO Adjutant General, Fashington (25) D. C. (Thru Channels) 

On March 1st the disposition of the battalion Was as fo1101';s. 'rhe 
Battalion Command Post was bivouaced with the First Tank Group at (J.;-994159. 
l!,:..rr, "B" and "Cl! Conpanies ...rere in the vicinity of LumU~ID G-985117, Service 
COL1parw in vicinity of SAN PIETRO G-962l58 and Headquarters Compan;y in vicinity 
of Vl..IRhOO H-082 015 • 

Th- cOLlpanies were on a 21+ hour alert status, wailing' for the New ZealC'nd 
Corps to take the tmm of CJ~2,')INO and establish a bridge head aver tm Rl?IDO 
RIVER. The mission of the . attalion was still the sme. (Soo HistaJ:'icaL narrative 
for the nonth of February for detailed plan.) 

During the period r.:arch 15 t to 13th there was considerable r~n and the 
ground vms very narshy. lwriul r8connaissance OVfJ!' the C.~SSnlO area revealed 
vrater standing in the fields and all shell holes fiD,ed TIith 'water. It would 
have been :i.r.rpossible for tanks to operate over the terrain. The pariod, llarch 
1st to 13th, ....m.s spont in combined training with the 21st Infantry Battal ion, 
Neir Zealand Corps. Erilphasis was placed on organ·izing ground defonses, dismount. 
ed action and night firing. It appeared that this battalion TiOuld have to nake 
a night attack and set up defensive pOSitions for the night. Those actual 
conditions 'l'ferosimuelated as closo as possible. 

il.t 2000 hours, 14 LIarch a Llo~mag() vms rocoi,ved from Cor:umndirg Officer 
First Tank Group that "D!! Day ','T~G 1) ;~L,:,ch 191+4. 'I'roops were to bo notified 
by 150800 Barch. ' 

,~t 150830, too air forco started bO!Jbing Gl.SSHrO, the Abby and vicinity, 
using dive, r:1cdium and heavy bonbors. l.t 1000 C'.. nceting of an cor;lpany 
commanders was called at ....Jhich tin~ they vrere again briefed on the forth corr:W1Jg, 
oporation. They 1lrere' then al10vred to asscnib1e their can:)anios and o~1ain the 
situation to thom. i~t 1200 the aerial bonbil(.g ceased am the nrtill cry started 
a rolling, barrage begirming at the northern edge of C.;.SSINO 2!1d noving south. 
The Now Zenland Infantry followed up this barrage and at 1300, it Tras learred 
that the infantry had entered the tovm of Ci..SSINO encountering very little resist­
ance. i ..t 1430 the battalion vms placed on a one hour alert. Pro:),"rations TrC!!' ':.' 
lmdc to cross the Ri~PIDO RIVER that night. 

On the morning of the 16th COr.lbat Cor:rr.lD.nd liB" reported the Daily Bridge 
across the RlI.PIDO completed, but infantry being. held 'U.p by ):.w..chim gun fire am 
was having trouble establishing the Jockey 1im.~ It l'ms ru.s 0 reported tha t tho 
streets in the town were ~:ls8iablo to any veh;Lcles due tothchJ ~~vy shelling 
and boobing. 

Fron Barch 11th to lIm"ch 2)rd tho situation ronainod practiccl.ly tho sru:n, 
in and around C,,'.SSIOO. The NOTT Zoa:Land Infantry occupied nos t of tho torm of 
Cil-SSIm and tho railroad sk.tion. Tho Indians hc;t.d HnLS 435, 202, and 193 but 
had lost HILL 165. The onGr:lY had beon successful in infiltrating into positions 
around HILL 193 and the Continental Hotel and '\7<.1.8 believed to be strengthining 
these positions. l..t 231600 tho battalion "Ims dealerted until 271800 1iarch 
1944. 
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On the 24th lIarch J.D order yms recoived froLl Cor:u:Ulnding Officer, First 
Lrnored GroUl) clerting tho battJ.lion for Llove to N-17582,5. The b2.ttol ion to 
be preparud to nove within 48 hours. 

;l.t 2,50830 verbal orders were recuived fran Commanding Of;icat" First 
LI'l~lOrod Group to 1:10Ve the battalion to the nav[ area in tvlO sericl s. Tho first 
serid of 70 vehicles to pasf"; the IP (mGNANO) at 2310 am clec.r tho IP at 2330. 
Second sorinl of 100 vehicle s to pass the IP at 2400 unci clear ut 0030. Th:Ls 
b.::ttclion to be detached fr'on First ".roored Group end J.ttached to Fifth :~rny
for reorgJ.nizntion. 

This r.1ovenent was IJJ.de according to plan and the bo.ttulion closed in the 
nor o.rea at 260400. The renainder of the do.y l,'!J.S spent in sottLJg up canp. 

Tho poriod 27 ;Iarch to 31st was spent in reorganization of the bJ.ttclicn 
under T/O & E 17-2,5, dated 1,5 SG'.f-ltmaoor 1943. Effective dnte of reorganization 
TTJ.S 29 LIarch 1944, per General Orders Nunber 47, HeJ.dquarters Fifth J.'i:rr:rJ, datod
23 I.larch 1944. 

. -) 
,I I ./, ",, ­

. /' ~ r,:., ~ J / /~k V \..; '-' ~/f.... v-.!.-y· 
JOSLWH G. FELBER 

Lt e. 'Colonel, 7,53rd Tk Bn, 
COli11J.anding.4 Ind: 

1- Unit Journal c.nd Journal File. 
2- Unit Di.::try" 
3... Battle CJ.s'LU-'.1ty Report for Lionth of Barch 19W.J.. 
h- Consolidc.ted BJ.ttJ.e Cnsuo.1 ty Report. 
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HEADQU.t\RTERS •
7S3RD T.ANK BATTALION 

11.1'0 464, NeVT York, NY. 
5 Jlpril 1944 

SUBJECT: Historical Report of Operations in Italy for Uarch 1944. 

TO Adjutnnt General, rTashington (25) D. C. (Thru. Channels) 

On March 1st the disposition of the battalion Was as folloTrs. The 
Battalion Command Post was bivouaced with the First Tank Group at Q.;..99U.59. 
HAil, "B" and IIC" Coopanies vrora in the vicinity of llIGNAID G-98.5117, Service 
Company in vicinity of SAN PIETRO 0-962158 and Headquarters Compal!lf in vicinity 
of VL.IRAID H-082 01$ • 

The coupanies vrero on a 24 hour al ert status, wa.iting for the Now Zealand 
Corps to take the tmm of CASSINO and establish a bridge head over tte RlIPIDO 
RIVER. The mission 01' the battalion was otill the snne. (See Historical narrative 
for the month of February for detailed plan.) 

During the period lJarch 1st to 13th there was considerable rain and the 
ground vms ve-ry mars!w. Aorial reconnaissance over the CASSIW area revealed 
water standing in the field8 and all shell holes filled with water. It 'would 
have been impossible for tanks to operate (Ner the terrain.' The period, Barch 
1st to 13th, was spent in combined training with the 21st InfantlY Battal ion, 
New Zealand Corps. Emphasis was placed on organizing ground defensos, dismount­
ed action and night firing. It appeared that this battalion l'~uld have to !:lake 
a night uttack and set up defensive pOSitions for the ni€pt. These actual 
conditions were simuelated as close as possible. 

j~t 2000 hours, 14 Lhrch a Rossagc was received from Cor:umndirg Officer 
First Tank Group that IfDI! Day I'ffiS 15 I.la.rch 1944. Troops.ret' c to be notified 
by 1.50800 Barch. 

At 150830, the air forco st;:,rtou bOl:J.bing G..SSINO, the Abby and vicini-tu, 
using dive, nodium -and heavy banbers. Jl.t 1000 p.. l:1mting of all cO!:lpany 
commanders was c'alled at yihich tine they were again briefed on the forth com:bJg. 
operation. They 1tJ'Gre then allowed to assemble their c<n)~nies and c);plainthe 
situation 1x> them. l~t 1200 the aerial,bonbing cea3ed and the nrtill ery started 
a rolling barrage beginning at the northern edge of C.:..SSINO 2l'ld Hoving south. 
The New Zealand Infantry followed up this barrage and at 1300 it,nas lcarred 
that the infantry had entered the town of C..i..SSINO encountering very little resist­
ance. i~t 1430 the battalion Vias placed on a one hour alert. Pre~).:::.rations WC!r'll 

raad," to cross~he Ril?IDO RIV'ill that night. ' . 
. . .. 

On the morning of the 16th Combat Co;;h'nd 11:8" report~d the Daily Bridge 
across the RAPIDO completed; 'but infantry being hold up by Llnchim gun fire am 
,'ms having trouble establishing the Jockey 'lim. ' It 1'1aS nls.o reported that. the 
streets in the town were inpassiable to any vehicles due to the m2VY shelling 
and 'tonbing. 

FrO~l liarch 17th to lIarch 23rd the sit-uation rcr.lc..imd practicnlly. the SUlD, 
in and around C,,·.SSINO. The NOll Zealand Infantry occupied nos t of the to·W!l· of 
Ci.SSlOO and the railroad st<.·.tion. Tho Indians held HILLS 435, 202, and 193 but 
had lost HILL 165. Tho cnany h::td been successful in infiltrD.ting into ljositions 
around HILL 193 and the Continental Hotel and :'ras believed to be strengthining 
these positions. i ..t 231600 the battalion was dealertcd until 271000 I.larch 
1944. 
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. On tho 2!.j.th lIarch an ordor v[<:~s roc,:!.ivcd frou Cor:u:1u,r.ding Off'icor, First 
Lrnorod Group cliorting the bnttnlion for lilOVO to N-175825. The bo.tt&ion to 
be prepar cd to :.love vii thin 48 hours. 

"lot 250830 verbal orders were rec0ived froll Conmanding Of:?icar First 
iU'J:lOrod Group to nove tho battalion to the l1eV[ area in tI'IO sericls,. The first 
serid of 70 vehicles to pnss the IP (11IG~NO) at 2310 arrl clec.r tho IP at 233C 
Socond sericli of 100 vehicles to pnss tho II' at 2400 and clear at 0030. This 
bc.ttclion to be detached fran First •.rnored Group end attached to Fifth ilZT.fy
for reorganization. 

This r.1ovencnt ....ras Dade according to plan and the battalion closed in th8 
no'\',' area at 260hoo. The rOl:1aimor of the day m:w spent in settLJg Di) CW:lp. 

Tho period 27 ~Iarch to 31st was spent in reorganization of the battclion 
under T/O & E 17-25, dated 15 SC'ptcliloor 1943. Effective date of reorganiZlltion 
1"ras 29 Unrcll 19L14, per Gencrnl Orders Nunber 47, Headqum-tors Fifth J.'~, dated 
23 I.Iarch 1944. 

/~~: t, ,-:c~,~ 
JOSJWH G. FELBER ' 

L t ~ Colonal, 753rd Tk Un, 
Cornna.nding.4 IncJ.: 

1- Unit J ournc:lL and J ourncli File. 
2- ; .'it Diary. 
3 .. Battlo Casmlty Report for I.lonth of Hnrch 1941+. 
h- Consolid~'.ted BattJ.,~ CasUL~1 ty Report. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
753RD TiJffi BATTALION 

APO 464, Nen York, NY. 
5 April 19}-14 

SUBJECT: Historical Report of Operations in Italy for l.:larch 19M. 

TO AdjutJIlt General; Tiashington (25) D. C. (Thru Channelc) 

On March 1st the disposition of the battalion 'WaS as fOllorrs. 'rhe 
Battalion Command Post was bivouaced with the First Tank Group at Q.;..991.u59. 
IIl.,u, "B" and "ClI Conpanies vrore in the vicinity of !.IIGNAID G-985117, Service 
COm.l.)any in vicinity of SAN PIETRO 0..962158 and Headquarters Company in vicinity
of VJ~IRi~ID H-082 015 • 

The cor.lpanie3 vrere on a 2h hour alert status, waiting for the New Zealan 
Corps to take the tovm of Cb.SSINO and establish a bridge head over tlE &lPIDO 
RIVER. The mission of the battalion was atill the swne. (Sec Histcrical. narrati. 
for the tlonth of February for detailed plan.) 

During the period lJarch 1st to 13th there ,.-ms considerable rain and the 
ground was very tlarshy. il.eriaJ.. reconnaissance over the C.~SSINO area revealed 
water standing in the fieldf.) and all shell holes filled with water. It 'would 
have been impossible for tanks to operate over the terrain. The pariod, Barch 
1st to 13th, was spont in combined training with the 21st Infantry Battalion, 
NeT' Zealand Corps. Emphasis was placed on organizing ground defcnses, dismount­
ed action and night firing. It appeared that this battalion v,Quld have to J:Jake 
a night uttack and set up defensive positions for the ni~t. Thosc actual 
conditions were simuelated as closo as possible. 

j~t 2000 hours, 14 LIarch a ri10ssage VTaS roceived from Corum.nd~ Officer 

First Tank Group that IfDIl Day' ':m.o 15 I,.ia~ch 191ili. Troops yroro to be notified 

by 150800 Barch. 

At 150830, tho oir force; startotl bonbing C..SSINO, the Abby and vicinity, 
using dive, ncdium and heavy bo ,bors. ,'j,t 1000 2.. l:103ting of all cOl.1pany 
commanders I'fas called at y/hich tine they vrere ngain briefod on the forth comlilg. 
operation. They 1"10re then allowed to assemble their Caml)anies and cJqJIain tho 
situation to them. l ..t 1200 t.he aerial bonbing censod and the artill elY started 
a rolling barrage begirming at the northern edge of C,,~SSINO [l.nd Boving south. 
The New Zealand Infantry follo'wed up this barrage and at 1300 it was learmd 
that the infantry had entered the tovm of Ci.BSINO encountering very little resist ­
ance. i~t 1430 the battalion was placed on a one hour alert. Fre~)~:rations TIer' 0 
madc to cross the RhPIOO RIVER that night. ­

On the tlorning of the 16th Combat COl:U:nnd !fBI! reported the Daily Bridge 
across the RAPIDO completed, but infantry being hc.ld up by r.lachiro gun fire ani 
vms having trouble estnblishing tho Jockey lim. It was also reported tha t the 
streets in the town wero ir.1pD.ssiablo to any vehicles due to the IDnvy sholling
and boobing. ' 

From lTarch 17th to I.Iarch 23rd the situation reranimd practically the S0n3, 
in and around C;I.SSHl>. The New' Zealand Infantry' occupied tlOS t of tho tOim of 
Cil.SSHn and the railroad station. Tho Indians held HILLS 435, 202, and 193 but 
had lost HILL 165. l'ho onez:1Y had boen successful in infiltrating into positions 
around HILL 193 ani the Gontincntal Hotel and was believed to be strengthining 
these positions. l~t 231600 the oottalion wns dealertod until 271800 March
1944. ' 
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011 the 24th lIarch an ordur Tre'.s received fro 1:1 Cor:U:lUnding Officer, Fir'st 

Lrnorod Group 2lcrting tho bnttnlion for 1710VC to N-175825. The b<-'.ttcLl. ion to 

be preparod to I:lOVC within 48 hours • 

•l.t 250830 verbal orders were recoived froLl Commanding Oflicat' First 
il.!'D.orod Cir'oup to J:love tho battulion to the new area in tYlO sericl. s. Tho first 
soricl of 70 vehicles to pass the IP (IlIONll.NO) at 2310 and cle:::r the IP at 2330. 
Second seri21 of 100 vehicles to pass the IP at 2400 [(nd clem' at 0030. This 
b<.:..ttclion to be detached fron First J.l'r.lOred Cir'oup end attached to F:i.fth ll.1'lT;[
for reorganizntion. 

This novcncnt wns nade according to plan and the b<lttalion closed in the 
nOT: area at 260hoo. The reuaindor of the day was spcmt in settLlg up CCll::lp. 

The period 27 ~Iarch to 31st was spent in reorganization of the batt21L n 
under Tlo & E 17-25, dated 15 September 1943. Effective dute of rcorganizntion 
was 29 I.larch 1944, pOI' General Orders Nunber 47, Headquarters Fifth ;.rrry, dated
23 I.larch 1944. 

4 Incl: 
1- Unit Journul and Jpurnal File. 
2- Unit Diary. 
3... Battle Cnsualty Report for I10nth of I.b.rch 1941+.h- Consolid<.lted Bat tlc Cas un 1 ty Report. 

http:IlIONll.NO


• • 
:lEAD~U.Al~TEiLS 7Syn T)Jr;C j3AiI"rAL~OIJ 

APO 464, u. s. Arn,:Y 

of 

APRIL 1944 



• • 

::.A!I~
!Iina. 

!Z (M~X 
~no. 



~,;~-f •• 

"'" • • 
, 

.LA)~;.:. ;·r',~i,.,) 7r;3R0 J.':~:j\ B1~1'T.~L"'~,-. 
A 0 h!hGL, :!. ><i. Artq 

for 

, ~ .. "~'I loLl . ...~ :.1..:.. J ,''+4 



• • 
..... "" .... ­

H 

lit~ 

:()~. 

!'.:4J'.. 0 
8;':(', 0 
... ·~·J.;:t 0 



• • 

of 

AP~IL 19h4 

lncl: 2 




• • 
aNW~UAa'N!1$ 

7»~t.~ 'h\..aa &'n'!J..I.J:l 

"">.
2 ...;:;, .. 

'fno &.l.t+",,'lllcn t!:lL~ in " l1J.'V'01IaC a1W. ,'..t !I-a1J8J2. C~:i.,~.) ..1. )~ 
rcp"':~::;'-';lhfd...i.qn wed ,~b')f:.~>J·: tzt61nl·~:t 'r3.~ ?,-;d~~• 

.i>Jl"::,l~~; \i~l$ l!tOrnL;g nl bh. srtIh It l"O~j;CI8O.DC6 of 1:,.' iC ;~'. ", f!re", Wl!.• 
.~ by (tQ:~r~).7'/H.!''''f, Cff1C{ll", ;~~utiv~ cfttosrj arlfl Cafl;.'S-''t'i tkll"" .......'.'..:.:::~i.l • 

Lt 1200, .; ....) ~H<.J.i::~i'l :fc."-:.i,!~n n . .:.~~ n,.~:, 
, r,::t:l ;;;..:.:~:ii;l~l.i·~n.to ..lv.,l).i~. 

'i;~10 fi ,C.'l\r sor1al tktrPAr't,,<)r.t ~600 !C)r the l.();:L,~.tl1C area ~ .;-:~.; 
t: .:,L '-i. ~'.",:r:~);:'i.:.ry a~ll 3& ;;..{}lO~~?,,~t 10?,CO t~ 19i.u~. 

,~dJ. !' ,~L traok·'.ll:t.c~;)r; ;;;'f)'-::-& r.l'Jvod l:W ~\o'J< tl"eM;:IO'l"t.:) tl~' OC;1'vO boin8 
':~ r l.i11'i"U-·· Vl':)f4 . 

::';$.7: ....ut~~:t.:>n .....t.'\acl'l(;d 'Wi,:;a JOtll Inr-(':,~!t.~7.'ivi.G::·~ a. ;,.;, ~ 
,'~ [J.rnA, ::{ll" VC"bal Orier's Of Cot:7'Ct.tirtdin,a a.n.:ral, Fi .rt,l, ~.~:,. 

11 J.pr:Ll 19hh 

.' rac;~.~·.,~.· i·,,'J~4nt.::C f-:JY" & .. __ W:l.~ _ dur1na U"" ""';~r)· ;:.;.:.1.;;-' ~ 
'-~\;):ii~t ::': Jfj<: J .::: ; t '":'~~ ()tri;lr.tdo ~"'~ d.:i:",1a1cm. bcIWrlr.<tr.'t. 

;.t ('LnO, ;';!·~o:·s '-Ie'.'O rcO'li~ f':rQij )6th lbfan't:q' "':'iV'ici' ;':, ·.G·i;,n~WrI c-. 
t:...~: C!.li.'lr.c~· t~'j ti~:;:;ec·tnd ~~$'1~ ef'f"~.vo 13 A:r~~, . /:._~~. ~ 
.•• .m.r. YeA:~,~n,••;O"'iJ Wl(i i1N:)w'rtd tw •. ~O.. 

13 AprIl lJ1,4 


A~ 071S; UQ:G.<':altl ¥JQ If a&.>«rtecl tal 1.t.e "'!Jl~nt. 


. .' A.~t 1600, 1>~!r.:d.sB1'~)1. '\1Q ~.nt041:;cr CoaIII:'1!'1oOena:ra.l." )6~.,.:. '~•.rr.....,
l:C.=. ~ ......tba iat·fr.aliQQ (. - MCtI 'CQ.':1,'JIIlBir.. 't1Ad.n:t\y,"'J.~eiI!ID.~r£(;.) .' ~ . . . 
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• • 
At ()JU0, ~..l{]VCI4nt t.o tho i'!XJ',v cr,}tl '!'faIt a~3Q .. .;'.1nd '!i.~'::; :: ~ "d r~/12~. J~~ t.. .,.l of llatt.llion .as ;~o J. .~O~ln ;4:tlClUd "';)P.'!t t~ .":.~V'1 

;~~ : .~' - N-c/tJ.Lll9; ~P.l\Y ft•• !,i - ~.:-r.>7?l;l7) Cc:~:'.tQrtr :lB" _ .....,'. 
':. ~tta(",h",\"l fu 2::d }.oJ'S'OGa.. ni'\fi~rLm) - ii-"f~~2::36; G...~:.1Ztl:\/ 
..iCW~:i.c(,j G()l;t~:w:V ,~ l:-t.q~. 

',~·I.;'~ ".;1"';\,:1. W::\3 S' JMt. ii'1 "'iC~ te"•.:hf',&:i tt''1:t . .n:l n-:.r "'~'Z~ t' ;"') '~'-
':U,;',;J. , lil~.!"~ ::.. ; \J:. ,,;;-.u ~'"Gl"l·.. Wi:.1W t:l il"~i (~., Vt.l':lc),·js :<\!.~ ?fn:,',::.;;.; 
VJ,~·L ..~~:' .., /:,' ,:L <lGii>l.;.~"•• e,;!di,y, \"d:; ;''0 .. 

.. ,!C' ,.3:;ai. • .:L~ -;;,m ....~ .e-l"t·,; 1:" • uto";:r..'l ,)1' .•U') :...JD.rt.~X"!: ~:r:.', 
$Qi~J.t "2f~~ ;~;:.::1~':'·iS:1'1!1tG<i ~ ;f).. ;:i.i,:'t,c·~r, /Jr 'ir<:ltru.r~ >,,':.'1:' r~,,;:_:: 
l~:.. -~-tt"'j;!r-t;~ ... ~ 't::-;11:~j ;':~~ik 3QttA1i~rn, d:1;'/)ri 21 p..~.:T11 11-~.~~. 

"Xi :~ .~. , ~.~ 'qatf..l:1 ''1 ~1v"'!d :'··:rr.'mi.5:ii:'j f.'rt}:~ ,~~ 
~. t.o ,:'\.,.",1 ,~:'l llret3; at O-[)a720~ f"o1t i'urt~r tr<,drJ.r:," ' ..
and. gu.."l:~l"!'. 
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• • HEJJ)QUARTERS 
753RD Ti.NK lliiTTlJ.ION 

APO 464, u. s. h:rrJ.y
2 Hay 1944 

SUBJECT: Historical Narrative for the Honth of i~pril. 

TO Commanding General, Fifth i..:rrrry, JtPO 464, u. s. iu:my. 

1. During the month of :tpril this battalion spent most of its tino 
moving from one bivouac area to another consequently there was ver,r little time 
for a~ concentrated training. The action$, in diary fom, for the Donth of 
April, are as follows: 

1 - 8 l~pril 1944 

This battalion was in a bivouac area at N-173832. Completion of 

reorganization and training Was emphasized. The battalion Was scheduled to go 

on the range on the lOth of April but at 081900 the battalion Was alerted by 

Headquarters, Fifth J.'J:T:ry, for a possible move to the vicinity of JWELLINO. 


9 - 10 April 1944 

During the morning of the 9th a reconnaissance of the proposed area 

was I:lade by the COr.JI:1anding Officer and Executive Officer. At 1200 the S-3 

returned from Headquarters Fifth 1.rr:ry, with orders for moving the battalion to

AVELLINO. 

The first sorial departed at 1600 for tho loading area. The battalion 
closed in a temporary aroa o.t T:-6105t~7 r:t 102300 ll.pri1 1944,. 

.All full track '. (~. ·,0 'C: . 'J'd by tnnk transporters, the Dove
being made by infi1tratiorl. 

The batt.::tlion Wo.s attached to the 36th Infant~.r Division upon arrival 

in this area, per Verbnl Ordors of Cor.n;unding General Fifth ,:l.!'I:\V. 


11 - 14 April 1944 

The aroa occupied was too snaIl for training. ..~riy attempt. to DOVo 
the .full track vehicles usually rosulted in a thrown track. The Batti:'.lion 
Cormanding Officer then divided up the 8urroundi~~ aroD.S 2nd assigned one area 
to ench COr.1pany Comn.arrling Officor to reconnoiter for possible bivouac o.reo.s for 
the battnlion. Two areas were recommended, one in the vicinity of lIDNTEI.iOLITO 
and the other in the vicinity of FISOD.NO (N-672414). The FISOL'J'I'O nroa was 
approved and the battalion (-Oonpnny IIcrr) closed in the new aren nt141258. 
COlilpnny "0" ,'ms ordered to nove to N-782536 for conbincd training rlith the 2nd
Eorrocan Division. 

15 - 26 ".pril 19W~ 

This period was spent in schodulou training nnd range firing. 
Enplulsis wns plo.ccd on to.nk gunnar, indirect firing, naintorlD.nce, l::ilitC'.ry 
courtesy <>.nd disciplinJ. Th0 asso.ul t gun and Llortar ?lntocns trere coml:ri.ned and 
desi.gnated as X Battory. ' 
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COl:lpnny ':lC il rocdvcd extonsivo tnnk infc::nky trc:dning c,nd r::ll~o firingI'dth tho 2nd I,Iorrocnn Divioion. 

Ono hun:lruJ nnd thirty oight non were sent to t~e 752nd TC'~c 

Do.ttnlionfor Q trro 'iocks courGc'intnnk gunnery, f;iring end driving. 


. ,2?, .....,30. .:,pl'i~ 194'+ . 

On hpri1 27, tho battalion rocci'V'od pcrnisoibn fron HCc':Aq'l.L".rtcrs 
II Corps to nove into the, vicinity of, ·the 752rrd' '·Tank Dnttnlion c':TOQ for further 
tro.ining in knk driVing and gunnery.! ' FroparQtioris 1'[01:'e nnde on the 28 .:::nc1. 29th 
and the novenunt Vfns COJ;lplctod, ,c..t 301400 ".pril 1944. HOTrcvcr, nt 301130 tho 
bnttnlion receivcd ordors to c1o.:Jo into tho "X.;l:I.S,a nron by 6 l.ILlY. Tho firc;t
con~)Qrr-.f to f.10Ve on tho 2nd i,~ilY" ~ ." . , 

. ,):) -f. ) 

',,:,~rJt. ?,.~b /J, 'Y'J 
',JO . I H G. 'FELBER ' 
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~UARTE1tS 7S.3RD TANK DArrALION 
APO 464, u~ s. A:rmy 

2 June 1944 
UNI? DIARY FOR UAY 


,'f 

1 lfay' 1944 


llaintenanee and necessary duties in establishing camp TreNt per:tomed.

Disposition of DD.ttalion as follovrs: 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company·......... N-679419 
"A", "B", ltD", Service and X Battery •••••••••• 0-08,20,3
"e ll Compan'J 

v 
•••• • • • • • • • • • • , • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • N-691:'l'79;JJ.+ 

2 U~ 1944 . 

Canpany "C" moved to new aroa at ll-llS'9'. Remainder 01 BattJl10n parti ­
cipated in scheduled training. 


' ­
.3 May 1944 


Dattalion ( _"C" Company ) prepared l,or' move to U-llS59'. 

h May 1944 

Companies IIA", IIB"l_ "DII, Service and "X" tlattery left EBALI ar$a at 07.30, 
closing in new area (M-ll5595) at 1600. Headquarters am Headquarters Company 
left FISCIANO area at 0930, arriVing in new area (ll-ll559,) at 12,30. All full 
tracked vehicles were moved by tank transporters. Dattalion reverted to control 
of First Armored Group upon arrival in nm" ar,a. 

5 llay 1944 
Necessary duties in sett~llG up camp, nairt'tierumee; ard preparing 01 Yehicles 

for combat painting carried OL.. Plans for fut1.l!'S operations discussed. 

6 Hay 1944 
Disposition of Battalion unchanged. Maintenance; pattern painting of 

Vehicles, and reeomaissance of routes and forward areas stressed. Also,
plans for future operations are being discussed. 

7 Hay 1944 
No change. llaintenance of vehiCles and weapOns carried on. 

8 lfay 1944 

Company IICII departed for asoemb~ area at H-83S965 at 17,$, and Closed in area by 2400. 

9 Uay 1944 

Disposition unchanged. 




e 
thlt Diary f.or llay (Conttd) • 

10 Hay 1944 

"X" Battery (Provts pml) departed at 2200 tor ass$l1b4r area. Vicinity

C.AR.l'..NOLA. llaintenance art! rest tor rcmainEler of. Battalion. 


11 - 12 l!ay 1944 

Dattalion left bivouac at N-U5595 at 112000. Company liD" olosed u-837968 
at 120330. Headquarters, "A", and IIDII Companies located vicinity SELlCE. 
Battalion Command Post closed Il-846958 at 120300. "X" Batterr closed LrINl'URNO 
sector 120330, attached 337th Field Artiller,y for operations. 

Company IIC" crossed the Line of Departure at 0520B~ and reached objective
(CLE CERACOLl) at 129737, Vlith 5 tanks. By 1400, tyro additional tanks had 
reached objective. Remaining talks failed to reach objective due to mines and 
torrain difficulties. 

Companies IIA" and "D" departed bivouac vicinity SELlCE at 121148, in route to
assetl.bly area at ~I-836937. . 

13 llay 1944 

Co~anies "A" ani liD" closed in respectivo areas at 03$0. 

Canpazv IIC" repulsed a heavy eneJItY counterattack on MOUNT CERICOLA between 
0520 ani 0730. Enell\Y strength estimated at 50 men, including twc ''bazooka'' 
sections and 'b'ro rna chine guns. Kno,'m eneI:ly casualties: 19 dead, 3 rrounded, and 
11 Prisoners of 11ar. No casualties in "C" Canpany. 

Compal'\Y' "D" relieved Canpaqy IIC" on HOM CERICOLA at 0800, and maintainedposition during d~. 

Companies "A", "C", and vcd :Lll'GO 1}:.;iT a~~scmbly area at N-803006. 

SS-Vice Company moved to assoubly area at 837965. 

Canpany "D" moved fo:n1ard, cro~sed the AUSEN'lE RIVER, and took up firing 
positions on HILL 60 (785011). ComPartv '1aS unable to advance farther due to 
extensive mine field enc~UI'1~ere~ along north - south l:'oad. Late in the aftemoon, 
Ccmpany "D" Withdrew to asscmbly position at 6-80)006, because there'were no 

350 Infantry in attack on SPIGNO. Dattalion closed in assembly area 141130, 

seourity elements With tmm. 
eleven prisoners during dl\Y. 

Canpany "D" knocked out one en~ tank, and took 
Pr:isoners of War l1ere turned over to French. 

15 May 1944 

Tal Dnttalion went. into an assembly area It 802010, l1ith mission of supparti~ 
and jUI:lped off in the attack at 150430. in a column of ooc.pan1es follovred by
infan~. No organized opposition 'vas J:let and the Battalion closed on objective 
at 150630, lvith two companies deployed at the base of $PIGNO and ona comp~ on 
high ground viCinity 786017 protecting tre right flank, The light tank company 
was held in reservo at 7900J.). Inf'antry then occupied town, and DattUion returned 
to bivouac area at 152000, and prepared for nove to viCinity S. Il/l.RIfI., at close of 
poriod, "A", "C",. and liD" Ca:ipanies end COtImand Post Group had closed in rospeotive
aroas. Compazv "B" en route. 



• • Unit Diary for May (Conttd) 

16 I.Iay 1944 


Disposition of Dattalion: 


Ca:u:wnd Post ..................._••• 784960 
"l~"J liB", "ell am "D" Companies -.. 772984 
Service ., ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 837965 

Battalion closed in abovo areas 0400. Maintenance stressed during day. 

11 !fay 1944 

Disposi ti.on unchanged.. liainternnce of vehiCLes and weapons, 

18 lJay 1944 

Disposition unchanged, Haintenence and rest .. 

1911ay 1~ 

One platoon, CQ:lP4l1¥ "n", was attached to "Pursuit. Force; 8Sth llivis1o.n,.
but was reUoved at 18)0. lJaintenan~ and rest. 

201~~ 

The Dattalion was attacl'ed to C.E.F. at 2200, ruxi "ras s~ttachedt.o3rd D.I~. at 2245. 

21 &y 19b.4 

DD.ttalion left area viCinity S. 11ARIA INFAN;l'E at 0700, collbat clenents 
closing in ESPERIA area at 1100. Service elsncnts closed same area at 1900. 
Cot'ltlancling Officer and stllft contacted various French off1cars rOgDrding futtu-e 
operations. Battalion vras ntUl.chcd to 2nd il.1'tlcarld Ot-oup far adtlinistrative
Purposed upon arrival this al.'oa. 

22 Hay 1944 

l1aintena.nce md ;-est. Datto1ion prepared for operations With Froncl\. 

DattD.lion was relieved .fran attachr.lent to 3 D.IeA. at" 1730. and nt"Ulched 
to 2 D Jj.I t; however. this ordor was countomandcd at 2~S, and tho Dattalion was reattached to .3 D.I.it. 

23 lJay 1944 

At 0500, COIJbat eJCments o.f the Battalion loft tho assembq area to make 
contact with tho French. During t~ ~s operations, the Da.ttalion advanced to 
folloVr:i.ng pOints: "A" Company G-65Ll.86, "~II Conparw 0-644164, "C" Co~ny
1 platoon at 0-65017, and one" l*latoon at 638174 and one platoon at 626173 "D"tCoopaqy one platoon a.t 626173, one pla.~on at 64Sl77, a.ncl one pl&.toon at O)Q1.7S.Battalion Comcand Post nt 663~54. 

-s­

http:G-65Ll.86
http:folloVr:i.ng


• • .. . .. 
Unit Diary for Uay (Cont1d) 

24 Iby 1944 

Dttttalion COl:1l'.UUld Post tlOvod to 0-662169 at 1200. Cotlbat coopanics 
supported tm French infantry during the dLlY, am, at 2000 wora in too follOi'ri~ 
positions I "il" COC1p~ two platoons - 6)0195, ono p1ntoon ~819.5; "n" coopany 
042l84; "C" Ca:lpalV om platoon 643180, ono plawon 6321171 om platoon vicinity 
PICOt "D" COllpany tVIO platoons at 633177, one platoon 643180. Ccopan:ios are uniar 
tactical control of tbJ French. CciDpal'\Y "C" mocked out 2 lJArk IV SpeCials,
1 SP, and two other vohicles during operations. 

25 l,fAy 19w'" 

COIpruUCs assistod infantry to taking its objectives. Coopany ''D'' 113 

attached to 4 RTT, CODparty nAil is attached to 3 ROT, and Coopanios "C" tmd liD" 

to 1 RCC. Disposition at 2000: . Conrand Post 0-662166, CoJlIXUly "~'." ono platoon 

at 634200, one platoon at 6362001 11m other platoon at 628193. "B" CODpalV one 

plntoon 62.519.5, om platoon 622lts4, om platoon a't 64Sl79. "c" CCIlpaqy one 

platoon 6312OJ., ono I?l.£1toon 626190, one platoon 63Sl90. "D" COO!'Aqy one platoon

6)1201, one platoon 627190, one platoon 63Sl90. 

''X'' Dattery left Battalion asser.1b~ area at 1200, oewing into firing
position at 667166 during afternoon. 

26 May 1944 

nuttnl10n vdthdrOW' to asscob1y a.rea as follows: Cocr:tand Post 662169; 

"il" Conparw 668176; "D" Cocpany 645190; "C" Conpany 6.58169; "D" CorpnlW 6,9110;
"X" Da.ttery at 661166. 

27 lIll.y 1944 

futtalion ooved to area at 671160 tor rofitting ond naintonmcc. 

213 - 29 Uny 1944 

Disposition unchanged. 

30 Hny 1944 

At 0930, the Dattalion was alerted for Dove to ANZIO DEACHE.:.D. Line conpnnics
oovod out at 1.500 to load on transporters. 'Wheeled vehicles tlOvcd out at 2030,
in threo serials. 

31 llIly 1944 

Do.ttalion cooplc ted nove to 0-0101 at 1330, attached to VI Corps~ and sub­
attached '00 4.5th Infantry Division for bperations. Forword eleocnts (Cropllllios 
liD" "G" llni J~dwnced CP) Dovod to F-878363 at 1900. Rear clcocnts noved to
F-9230 during afternoon. 
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HEADQUARTERS 753RD TANK DATTJI1ION 


APO 1+64, u. S. Army 


. 14 June 1944 

SUDJJCT: Historical Narrative for the I.ionth of Hay. 

TO Co:r;rr;1aIlding General, Fifth Amy, ;:..PO 464, u. S. krrrry • 

.. 
The first of Hay found the disposition of the Dattalion as rollotrs:- One 

COTJ)arw rras in training Trith the French at N-695479, Companies ilAil, IIDii, "D", 
Service and "X" Dattery in the vicinity of E]J(,LI (0-085203), , . .nd Dattalion 
Headquarters at FISCIANO (17-679419). The Battalion Tras attached to the 36th 
Division. 

On Hay 4 the Iiattalion received orders to :Jove frore. its precent area to a 
00...·[ area located at l1-115595 3 and ','m.::; to cone unde~ con+:'rul of the 1st Armored 
Group, upon arrival. The Dattalion closed into ';:'hi3 !3.rea on the 8th of I.1:.y • 

. Information vras then received that the Battalion Yrould be attached to the 
88th Division for the next operation. The Division plan for the Dattolion vrao in 
three phases. In the first Phase on~ compa~ of tanks supported Qy a Dattalion 
of Infantry was to take and sectn'e CERACOLI then in phase 2 move forrrard and take 
MOUNT CEllRI. FroI:! this position the entire Battalion followed by one'Regiment of 
Infantry ....ias to cross the AUSENTE RIVER and attack the tovm of SPIGIJO, completinG 
phase three. 

The next throe days before ltD" Day Tlas ~pent in preparation for the forth 
coming operation. The CompaI'\V Commanders and Platoon Leader made aerial and foot 
reconnaissance over the areas they were' to operate. Aerial photos of the terrain 
17ere studied by all officers and men. Sketches of the areas Trere prepnred and 
nll 8-2 information vras recorded 0:1 the slcctches. 

For detailed nccounts «'" ':~. ce 'Jlta:::c:J sec LnnoY.$ 1, 2, and 3 TIith sketched 
1 and 2 .. ' 

Follo"l'ring these engagenonts the Do,ttD.lion spont the next three days on tank 
maintenance and cleaning of all Yleapons. 

On the ~ of lJay the Battalion was attached to the C.E.F. and sub-attached 
to the 3rd D.I.f.. movCT.lent was made to the ESPERIA area on tho 21st of Hay. The 
next day 1'iaS spent in preparations for the attack on S. GIOVANNI. Colonel Don 
Jour was to be in Conmand of all amour and. the Dattalion 11a3 to COI:le under his 
command. (See Annex 4 for the detailed report by the Company am PlD.toon Command­
ers of the Dattle of S. GIOVANNI.) 

On the 27th Hay the Dattalion moved into a r.laint~nance area and remained 
there until the 30th of Hay When it Was alerted to move' to ANZIO. The move was 
conplcted on the 31st of Hay and the Battalion was attached to the 45th Division. 

Phase three, battle of SPIGNO. , 
This town, as 173.0 stated before, was to be the objective in the third 

phase of the Dattalion advance. 

- 1 ­



Narrative for :.fsy (Cont ld) 

Tactically SPIGNO YTaS in a nost strategic position since it dor:dnated the 
•high1Tay running fr on LIINI'URNO to AUSONIA (Sec skc tch No.2). 

From all G-2 reports this torm nnd the surrounding high ground Tras supposed 
to to strongly held. There YTere reports cf oncny tanks and S. P. guns in the torm 
itself and the enemy Tras reported to be 'VIell dUG in from the 'AUSEHTE mVER west 
to tho tovm. There nore several mino fields reported in the area. 

At 141630 the Battalion closed into the general area 802010 (See sketch) 
on the east banks of the AUSENTE RIVER. There vras quite a bit of sr.1.:1ll ams 
nnd ~.P. fire, forcing the Dattalion to take up an all around defensive position 
to Bxmit the arrivD.1 of the Infantry. One platoon fron liD" Conpany yrith a platt-on 
of Eneineors was ordered to cross the river 1".1. th the dual mission of reconnoiterinr' 
the crossing and trails leading to the tcrvm, and feeling out the bneqy position. 
One mine field "ras founi, running parallel to our line of advance, but it had 
been left 'well marked by the cnc:rny am there was no danger of running into it. 
Considerable snall arns and S.P. fire VTas encountered. The platoon knocked out 
several r.mchine gun nests and one S. P. gun, then returned to the assenbly area. 

The orignal plan i'TaS to ·attack at 141900, but this was later changed to 
150500 sime the Infantry arrived late and it was feared darkness would arrive 
before the objective iTaS reached. Then too tho Dattalion '\1ould be attacking
int 0 tho sun • 

.At 141930 all tank and Infantry COl:lr.lrulders Were assembled and the attack 
order vms issued. One nedi'llLl tank conpany vras to spenr head the attack and fJ) as 
close to the base of the tOi'ffi as possible. The next two mediun companies vrero to 
carry infantry, arr.led ,"ri th nachine guns ani DAR'S, on the back of the tanks and 
folloTr the assault conpany as far as feasible. The three tank c01:lpanies nero then 
to drop back to a position Vlhere· they could lay fire on the town and sU~1'yort the 
attack of the infantry. There was no vmy passiblc for the tanks to get up to the 
tOi'm. The light tmlk conpany YTas to occUIJJr a position on the high ground cast of 
the highway and protect the right flank of tho Dattnlion. 

After all plans TlOro cl:' 3C :J:;od and ull difficulties ironed out the Dnttalion 
bedded down for the night. l';"C~l COU:KtlW 1'r<:(8 to leave am radio on in case of any 
chilnees in plans. The infcntr'"'j" 1'TelS vcry cooperative in outposting all of the 
tanks. 

At 150300 orders ..rere received fron the COI:ll:1al1ding General, 88th Division 
to attack to\ID of SPIGNO as soon as possible. Inforr.mtion i'TaS received of another 
nine field. 

The Dattalion was alerted and ordered to nove out. A squad of infantry 
was to preceed the ta'1ks and keep then in the sa.~ track of the platoon that had 
gone on a patrool the previous day. Due to darkness the tanks were to close up 
to rlhere tho driver could see tho tank ahead of them. At first light tho origJJOl
plan was to go into effect. 

The Dattalion crossed tho AUS~!E RIVER at 150430, net practically no 
opposition and closed on its objective at 150630. The infantry then cane forward 
and occupied the tovm. 

The eneny was apparently e:>q,Jccting an attack up tho highrray fran the south 
and had prepared an ,Itensive nine field running fror..c ~ase of SPIGHO to the 

•
, - 2 - .. 



• • .. 

PHi1.SE I DATTLE OF CERACOLI 

COLlpal'\V "C" loft tho asseI:1bly 2.rea, South of CASLTEFORTE st2.tion at 
120520, crossinG the line of departure at 0540 hours. Tho Company advanced in 
tYlO colur.ms, the third Ql1d second platoon, in trot order, on the trail running 
generally north bctTrcen HILL 100 and HOllin CJl.S'I'ELLROlJI. The second Dltttoon turned 
left c.nd advanced cross country to the north west of HILL 100, nt 0645, the third 
platoon was on the north eastern slopes of CERACOLI. The first ~)la toon cut 
generally north west, cross country to attnck CERhCOLI. Tho right flank tank 
'was destroyed by i ••T. ninos about, 100 yards froLl tho crest of the hill. The rest 
of tho first platoon, to avoid the niro fields, S'\T.mg to the Trest o.nd joined the 
second platoon which wns going into position on th8 Trost slopes of CEIW.COLI. Tho 
platoon on the 10ft had drmm no anti-tank fire and tho situation I'rJ.S very 
favorable for a continuation of the attack. Trro to.rks .• of~he first ~latoon, TTOre 
left in covering positions on the v{Qstern slopes of CE.i."1.ACGLI and the rOlJainde:r 
of the platoon attached north east to neutru1ize arw GcrrWl1 rosist.cl1CO on the 
northern slopes. The third plntoon rcr.1ained in posi'c,iol1 0:':1 tho north eastern 
slopes to provide fire support.• 

In the attack on the northern slopes, tho pl~:tO(;]lS noutro.lized probable 
anti-tank ani mchine gun positions such as buildinE;o, and struvr stacles. 3crmns 
l'rare flushed frOB nearly every house tmt the tanks fired on. In this attack 21 
GcI'IilDJ1 prisoners wore taken and a probable 25 killed or wounded. The tanks 
returned to position in defilade on too slopes of CER.,i\COLI and set U) defensos for 
n counter attack. Five norc Gcttmns surrendered in this aren. DurinG this tir.1C 
all three plntoons were drawing, stUlll arns, tlortnr and artillery fire. 

L.t 1840 the Conpany wns warned of a countOX' attnck fran the vicinity of 
ilOUNT CERilI, which did not II1£l.tcrinlize. 

CERli.COLI was out posted by ono pJ..ntoon of Cotlparv I 35'0 Infnntry at . 
1947 hours. The rest of the Coopany noved up after dark to garrison the hill, 
rlith their strength to tho left. As security for the tnnks, thero vrns an artillery 
O.P. in front of the first nnd Bocond platoons nnd a socuri.ty detaoluent fron 
tho I and R platoon nenr the third pl~toon. There Vlns no inf:mtry oUt~loSt in 
the center. 

At 120515 Gerrnn inL.0 c·:,r:'." 'J~l:~ D; Josted O}1 the ridge in front of the tanks. 
The third platoon of tanks ong.J.~ccl tllCL;, clong 1'ri th nrtillery nnd nortor firo. Tho 
attaoking forces were about So strong 2nd T/ert; nccor.1panied by t,,'/O sections of 
bozookas and two sections of l:J.:'..chine guns. The attack did not pcncntr<.'.te our 
defonses. After a trIO hour firo fight tho oncIlY ",ithdrc\,r, leaving 19 doad and 
three (3) wounded on too field. Eleven Prisoners of rJar l'lero taken. Doth 
nachine gun positioru:i V/ore knocked out, one was reestablished and h..".d to be 
knoxked out ngnin. The second tine it "rns knocked out the building nas conplotely 
destroyed. Too nunbcr of dead romining in too building is not kno,\'ffi. 

H. E. Supper iu:-r.1Unition with fuze set on dclny proved very effective 
against these Italians houses. Contrary to Arnorcd Force doctrino the ant1-air 
craft guns Y{ere ronned as it was too dDl'k to see well through the tunk sights. 
FrnGOentations grenades proved nost useful ag<.'.inst the infantry nho infiltrated 
too close to tho tanks. 

The rer.w.indcr of the day things wore fairly quiet in this sector. Three 
1,)08itionn north of tho tanks wero knocked out. This "'as requested by the infantry 
cOr.lLlnndcr. Eleven of the eneny vroro killed in these positions. One sniper 
~ontinued to sniDe nt n tank conmnder. The sniper wao later killed by the sa.id 
tc.mlc cQlJtlru1dcr. Doing hit in the forehead by <.'. caliber 45 slug. 
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Ph~sc I Battle of Ceracoli (Cont1d) 

Tho COIJPnny vms relieved at 0800 hours by "D" Conpnny ~d rcturmd 'to 
the ~ssenbly ~ea. 

The terrnin'l;ras very rough and hilly. Five tanks threvT tracl;:s. The 
cr017S hOYfevcl' renainod viith the t~ks and '"Tere prepared to nan their GUns in 
case of a break through by the encny. Tiro tanks hit nines, one being totally 
destroyed. Another tnnk got out of control on ~ steep wet hillside Dnd crashed 
into ~nothor tank brcalting off a roar idler. One tank had a l:lech~ioc~l failure, 
but nas put into a firing position and rOlJained there until tho Conpnrw W(lS
rclievea.. 

"C" COr.1J.Xl.rw casualties : 6 Slightly YTounded • 

.. 
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PHASE II ATTACK ON l:10UN'l' CERHI 

At 140930 Company liD", from their position on CEllICOLI, received orders 
to advance on HOUNT CERnI and from there to the east. banks of the L.US:CUTE RIVER. 

The Company moved out with ConpaI\Y "l\." 19t1: Engineers. The Cony1rv 
went dovm the northern slopes of CEUICOLI to the base of HOUdT CERIU. Leap frog 
tactics were used in this advance. TlTO platoons alvrays servlng as a base of fire 
'\'lhilo' the third platoon advanced. Frequently the D-1 bulldo~cr proceeded the 
tanks, so as to be on hand when an obstacle l'taS reached. This speeded up the 
attack and prevented the tanks from thravr.ing tracks. 

The Cornpan~r advanced until it ran into a mine f:L.elJ in the vicinity 0'" 
196015. At this point one tank hit a mine and broke tre trJ! k. The engineers, 
with one mine detector cleared the field. The job was s10'\-, 'Jecause of enerrw 
snipers and only one mine detector. At 1800 the field was c:'-eared enough for 
tanks to pass. 

nord 'ltlaS received for the Compal'\Y to hold their present position and vre.H, 
.for the remaiIrleroftheDattalion.TheremainderoftheDattalionarrived.at 
1830. 

P.l.n.toon Leaders' account of' reconnniooance across the ilUSElTTE RIVER. 

On the evening of 14 Uay 1944 I 'Vas called upon by the Company Commandor 
(Lt. Sorenson) and ;las given a mission to take III1 platoon and cross the AUSENTE 
RIVER am make a reconnaissance of terrain am roads west of CH TORHETI.rs to tID 
road west of our objective, 

Yrith the aid of the Engineers I crossed the AUSENTE IUVER at 795018 and 
drevr fire fran sone lll'lknown enemy gun 'which continued vlithout effect until we 
reached the southern tip o£ CH TORRERIS. After fording the river Tro proceeded 
west on a dirt trail and after going approximately 300 yards r:ry tank gutted into 
a ditch. I quick4r dismounted and jumped in1x> cry number 2 tank a111 turned south 
across too fields until we discovered a mine field. I then sldrted the nine field 
am proceeded arouni the base of nountuin. During that t:iIae 1'0/0 captured 6 Germans 
'\'tho '\1ere in some :fox hole alm '!'-'O route. 

At the southerrr.lost t:Lp of 'l'OmlEHIS YTO encountered a Cotlparv of French 
Goums commanded by French Officers. Speaking to bin, he intorned ne that the 
houses on CH TORHERI3 and in dugouts nearby Vlere housed ,,.r.ith IlUlchine gun nests and 
ener.ry riflemen. I then asked the French Officer if he wanted to send the Goums 
along "rith the tanks and he consented. I then diStlounted frOIil r.ry tank as I didn't 
have a transmit.ter in l:ry !1'Wi1ber 2 tank and told r:ry Platoon Sergeant (S/Sgt Raymond 
C. Arnold) to take over the platoon While I led the GoUIJ.S in their assault. With 
perfect coordination between tanks and Go'Ur.lS "Te proceeded to extingui3h all signs 
of enemy fire in the vicinity. During that tire I communicated 1'rith U:f Platoon 
Sergeant by the usc of hand signals and he '\'tas able to deliver accurnte fire to 
the )ositions I '\'fanted. 

TIe vrore still dravTing snall ams fire fran distant sniper s but due to 
the fact tha.t night fall YTaS drawing upon us, I reorganized things and proceeded 
buck to our lines. 

One enerIy S. p. gun knocked out. 

Total knovm enemy dead 3 

Prisioners 6 

Our cnsualtios "founded 2 (Gouus) 
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• • 
Narrative far lI2.Y (Cont Id) 

river. The r.line field was nell narked Tli th siens and barbed Hire on tho Gernan 
side. On the iJ:leric2n side there Tras one strand of barbed "rire runninG along 
the ground, serving as D. n2.rker for the field.. The Dattalion advanced parallel 
a.'1d to the nortl: of tho nino field, thus avoidinG the loss of any t2.nks by wines. 

) / 
) 

\'1 ~-/)i.". ~ .~, 

JC::;Zl)i: G. FELDER 
'::'t. ColonoL, 7S3rcl Tk Un, 

CC11.1m".nd:i.ng, 
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HEADQUARTERS 753RD TANK BATTALION 

.APO 464, u. s. Army 

8 July 1944 

UNIT DLffiY FOR JUNE 

1 June 1944 

Battalion cOrlp1etedmovement to G 0430 at 311300, and was attached to 
45th Infantry Division for operations. Companies "B" and "C" and forvral'd 
CF moved to F 878363 during afternoon of 31 May, while Headquarters "A", "D" 
and Service Companies moved to F 9230. Comparw "B" was placed in direct 
support of 179th Infantry Regiment, COD~ "C" in support of 18,oth Infantry 
Regiment, Both conpanies jumped off in the attack at 0530. Heavy casualties 
wore inflicted on the enemy during the day. Conpany "c" lost tTrO tanks. 

2 June 1944 

Companies tlBtI and tiC" supported advance of infantry by fire and tlOve­
l:lent. COtlpnny "A" 'VTaS attached to 1.51th Infantry at 012100 for operations. 
Company "A" "\"TaS furnished 10 tanks by 191st Tank Battttiion r.ud noved into 
an assOClbly area northeast of CIS'lERNA at 0100. 

COIJpaI\Y "B" knocked out two tnnks (Mark IV), one anti-tonk gun and took 
30 prisoners. 

Conpnny "c" destroyed ti'ro tanks, four SP guns, two nnti-tnnk guns, 

several nachinc guns) and took 135 prisoners. 


Coopnn.y "B" lost six tanks during day: s operations. 

3 Juno 1944 

Coopany tlA" supported nttack of 151th Infantry and 36th Division to tho 
northoast of VELLETRI. Corlpany "B" supported nttack of 180th Infantry and 
Cor.!pQ.rw "C" supported 17~t~1 In:L'antry. Ol:C p1ntoon of Conpany "D" TTas used 
dUl'ing tho afternoon to a.s3ist in the attack of Coopan.y "C". 

Conpan;y "c" destroyod t'rTO tanks, tyiO SP guns, tY10 anti-tank guils, and 
soveral I'.¥lchino guns. 

Conpar.w "BII destroyod one anti-tank gun, but lost six tL'..nlcs to cnony 
action. No raport froo "A" COIJpnl'\V 

4 Juno 1944 

ConpD.r~ "A" supported 157th Infnntry. 

Coopo.r:w "c" and Qne platoon COIJparw "DI' Troro ,in support ot 1st Battalion 
18Ot.h Inf'nntry. Battalion ( - ) in support of 180th Infantry Rog:iI.lont. 

Battalion ( - "A" and "C" Coopanies) closed in o.ssoDbly cree at 
F 7175,0 at 2130. Disposition of Battalion at close of day: Conpo.rw "C" 
in support of one Infantry.Ba.ttalion of 180th is across tho DIVER TIBER. 
Ono platoon CooP:lrw "A" attached to VI Corps. COtlpany "AU ( - ) onrouto 
to rOjoin Battalion 

-1­
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Unit Dinr,y for JUno (c~nt'd) 

CODpaIV IIAII lost' one tank during the day. 

S Juno 1944 

Third plntoon, Coopaz;r "D" assisted 1st Battalion 180th Infnntry, in 
oopping up oporo.tions. CODpnrv IIA" rejoined Batt1llion at 1915. Dnttalion 
closed in now area at F 6259 at 21.30. Do.tto.lion rolievod frou o.ttc.chod to 
45th DiVision end <ltto.ched to 34th Division, upon <lX'rival in this uroo.. 

COOptll\Y liD" ~sttoyod 0110 anti-t o.nk gun. 

6 Juno 1944 

CODpllIW "A" ( t 1 plo.toon, CoopaIV "D") vms nttachcd to 168th Info.ntry
Rcgincnt, iln:l doparted at 0540 to join thllt unit. Tho Dnttalion ( _ ) theh 
DOvod to llOi1 nssoobly lll"en nt F 669614, closing nt 0730. Dn ( _ ) loft this 
uren nt 2130 o.nd closed in ~ea at F S27710 at 2315 •• 

7 Juno 1944 

Do.ttnlion ( - "A") loft F 527710 at 0945, closing in aroc. o.t F 188911 
at 1430. CoopruUos "Alt and "D" supported 133th Inftl.ntry Regir.~nt during dn1'. 
Coopnr.w "~I." destroyed tvlO Sf guns. 

8 June 1944 

COIlplll':\1 "i.:.!' TlC.3 attc.chcd to 133rd Infr.!.ntry at 1545. 

Enoqy c~suo.1ties during day included 4 ootor trnffic, 1 2000 Flak, 1 
501:10 o.nti-tank gun, 1 Mnrk III trink, 40-50 no.chinc guns, killod and 17oundod 

ostiDa.ted c.t "noll over 200, o.nd 130 priaonors of vro.r turned over to 133rd

Info.ntry. 

Coopanios "D" o.nd liD" eo.ch lost one \i['.l::C. 

9 Juno 1944 

CoopD.z;r "D" passed to control of 361st Infantry (c.ttachcd to 36th Div.) 
at 0530. Coop<ll1Y IIC" vms c.ttachod to c.nd joined 143rd Infuntry c.t 0630. . 

Battalion ( - "D" llnd IICII) closod in new c.ren (Al68046), vicin:1:bY.· .. 
~Q1JtWJ1 c.t 1300 0 . 

10 Juno 1944 

Dn.tto.1ion ( - "D" and "C") floved te neTT ureo. o.t E 954245, clOSing at
1730. 

OOr.lpo.rw "D" po.ssed to co'ntoi of 141st Info.ntry Regincnt o.t 2130. 

Coupany "0" i'{aS o.tto.ched to 142nd Info.ntry o.t 20)0, joining tho.t unit 
at 06.3~. 

11 June 1944' . 
~ . 

Cooparw "D" was rolievod by cor.lpos'ito· group of one plo.toon r.lOdiuo tanks,
coo:lLUldod by Oo.pto.in Schwinn. 

. . ,.- 2 - . .• 
\I 
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• • • • 
Unit Diary for Juno (cont1d) 

Conpany IICII vre.s relieved by conposite group of one platoon T.lediurl tanks 
c.nd one platoon light tanks under Lieutenant Harrington. 

Three tc..nks, under Lioutenc.nt Johnson, wore o.ttached ttr the .1'.rr.l0rcd 
ColUl:m under lbjor Du Dois. 

Defore being relieved, Coopuny IIC" destroyed one T.lortar, one Field Gun, 
one I.Inrk IT To.n.lc and eight mchino guns (estirnted), ce.ptured 135 prisoners
of TTar and killed mn:irn.lD of 50 of tho eneqr. 


12 Juno 1944 


Group Sch'~'dnri supported 142nd Infantry 

Group Harrington supported 141st Info.ntry 
Group Johnson supported Task Force Du Dois 

Lt~ Roo.che, Cor.lpal1V liD" i'IQS seriously vrounded when he attCl:lpted to co.pture
12 Gorr.mn Assault Guns (Ydth crows). 


13 Juno 1944 


Group Papizan (3 tanks) relieved Qroup Schvdnn before daylight. 

Group Imderson (3tanks) relieved Group Ho.rr:inGton during niGht. 
Group Johnson returned to Dat~ilion o.rea. 

Lt. lbrrington, cor.rpany cOl:u:umder "A'! Cor.1pnny, Tm.S seriously lrounded. 
by m:1O.11 nrns fire vihile na.kin~ foot reconno.issanca vicinity E 6841. 


14 June 1944 


Two tnnks, Group Po.pizo.n, !'rere rap1nced during night due to l]echanico.1 

trouble. This group fired on suspected onoLW insto.llo.tions. Results unknovm. 


Group Anderson ( 3 tnnks) supported JJUtlt Info.ntry Bcg:irlont. 


l~ June 19hh 

Group Anderson (1st Sgt. COT.1po.ny "C") relieved. 

Group Papiznn, in support of right colunn. 

Group Gainay relieved Group Anderson ("DII Co.) in support of left calurm. 


16 Juno 1944 

Dnttnlion closed in neyr arGo. at E6449 at 1100. Do.ttclion CP loco.tod o.t
E 663484. 

Group iJldorson nnd Gedney supported units to 1'Thich they arc e.tto.ched. 

17 June 1944 

I Dattery Vias attached to 5l7th RCT o.t 1600, o.nd left Do.ttclion o.rea at 
1730 to join thnt unit. 

Six tanks were attached to 143rd Infantry Reginent. 
Three tanks wore attached to 36lst Infl'lntry ROGl-l:lOnt. 
Groups Gainoy and Anderson relieved. 
COr.1POl1V liD II loeated E 636644. 

- 3 ­
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Unit Di~ for Juno (cont1d) 


18 June 1944 


Dattnlion CP !lOved to E 641657. 


Disposition of Dattnlion unchanged. 


19 Jum 1944 


Three tnnks (1I~'l.1I Co. Sgt Cnrpenter) attachcd to 143rd Infc:t.ntry Re c:incnt • 


Three tanks (IIDII Co. Lt. Johnson) nttached 517th ROT. 


Throe tanks (nCII Co. Lt_ Thoopson) attached 142nd Infantry Iloginent. 


X Dattery attached 5l7th ROT. 

20 Juno 1944 

Datt..'l.lion ( - attachncnts) closed in now' area vicinity GROSSETID at
1345. 

ill groups supported units to v1hich they are attached. 

21 Juno 1944 

Dnttalion OP ooved to E 520809. 

Dattalien (-) closed in nm', DrOll nt E 500816 at 2300. 

No change in attachncnts. 

22 Jum 1944 

GrOUp Thoopson and X Dnttcry rclitwod nttachnont 517th ROT, rejoinod
Dnttalion 1600. 

COl:!Panies IIA" and II~" d,vo,d intoiJ8.'t'.CllS ( ".t~1I Co - E 615843); (IIC"
Co - E 561831) to protoct ,:iv:loion riGht rc~~r aGainst :)ossiblo eneqy counter­
attack. Doth conpsnios closed positions beforo dark. 

23 June 1944 

Groups Anderson and Lovine relieved Groups Johnson c:t.nd Carpenter res­
pectively. 

IIj~1I and "011 Oonpanies returned to assenbly area at 1800. 

24 June 1944 

OP !lOved to E4S9859 .:It 1100. Dn (-) clo'Scdarea at ~786 at 1100. 

Groups .:.ndcrson and Levine supported 143rd Infantry and i42nd Infantry
respectively.· 	 '. , .' , , 

25 Juno 1944 

Dattalion OP noved to E37i869. DattDJ.ion closed in no", c.roo. (E3686) 
nt 0730. CooPD..I\Y "D" vro.s attached to 14.3rd Infantry at 0800. Ono platoon 
"A" 001:1pllrw SUP.Od 5l7th RCT. One platoon "CIIIIPr.lparw supported 142nd 

• Wantry Recrinc Groups Anderson and Levine r~od and returned to
• asseobly o.rcc.. 	 _ 4 _ 
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unit Diary for Juno (cont I cl) 

26 Juno 1944 

All dotachod units l'ojoinod Dattu.lion durinc cbrkness 25-26 Juno. 

Dc.ttclion !.lovod back into bivouac vicinity GROSS:'::;TTO. Duttru.ion CP in 

GROSSETTO, Dattwlion Aroa one nile north of tovm on Hi~hway 1. Do.ttnlion 

closed in c.rea o.t 1330. 


Soven l10diun TO-nks VTore turned in to 87th Orclmnco durinC c.fternoon, by

order of COllr.lc.ndins Gcnoro.l, 5th i..:ro:r. 


27 June 1944 

Two o.dditionwl tv.nks (r.lediuo) Trore turned in to 87th Ordmnco per sano 

nuthority ns before. 


28 June 1944 


Disposition of Datto.lion uncho.nGed. Twenty-seven ncdiun tc.nlc::: und tvrc1vc 
licht tnnks vvore turned in to 31st Grdnnnco per ordor COI:lr.1andinc Gonoro.l 5th 
lo:rr:v • 

29 June 1944 

Disposition unchanged. 

30 Juno 

The Lnttnlion depo.rted GROSSETTO o.reo. at 1900 in route to rost area 
nine niles north of r..Oi:..1:!!:.'7 on Ei~htvny 1. Hovon:mt vms nelde in throe serials, 
fifteen r:li.nutes betvlOcn scri::'..ls ~ First tvro serius, consistinG of Dnttu.lion 
y{heelod vehicles, plus 17 Qmrterrnstor trucks (landed vrith tanle crews whoso 
t.:;.nks T{orO turned in to Ordn.mce), closed in ROllE aroo. 010140 July 1944. 
Lust serio.l, ccnsistinc; of Dntto.lion tro.cked vehicles.'7 <i-roppod off ut 
CIVIT..:~VECCIA o.ccordinc to 11l.:;.n closinc thero o.t 2315. Theso vehicles to be 
10uded on ships at CIVITi.VECCIL.• 
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HEdX~UiIJ1TE.llS 753iID T,,"JnC ~.:..TTJ~ION 

i!.PO 4(:b, u. s. 1..:ray 

9 July 1944 

S~JECT: Historico.l. Nnrrative for the llonth of June. 

TO Conr:umclinE; Gcnercl, Fifth l..rr:ry, 1.1'0 464, u. s. "J'[;v. 

At the beginning of the nonth too Datto.lion hnd just conpleted n nove fran 
the PICO nren to CISTERUA. '1\10 tank conpnnies ,oTero noved by transporters but the 
reminder of the tanl<:s ond nil other vehicles had to ooke the 90 nilo journey 
under their arm power. Upon arrivQ). nt CISTERNA tho Dnttnlion reverted to Fifth 
"J"'fq control a11d was attached by thell to VI Corps. The Corps nttt'.checl us to the 
45th Infantry Di.vision in order to rolj.eve the 19lst 'funk Dnttnlion 17hich had 
suffered severe losses. 

The DiVision attack on the Dornil1e of the first at daylight '7ith tYro 
regincnts nbrest. Ench regincnt vras supported by a nediun tank conpm1Y. The 
reD<linder of the battalion ViaS in division reserve. 

The D.Xis of attack vm.s tho Highway running north £ron l.PRILLi. to k'i.lnNlO. 
The terrain vms in general rolline to hilq with nuoerousdoep nadis running 
aloost perpondaculnr to tho direction ot attack. 

For a dotoilod diser1pt1on ot the type tank action in this aTOLl. soc tho 
report ot tho Coopany CCIJDIlnder of Coopazw "C" attachGd hereto as o.ppond1x 1. 

i 
Dy tho nornine of June 4th nU organiZod resistance ha4 CGnsod. Tho ont1r~ 

DattDJ.ion 'Was atto.chod to l.8Oth Infantry Regioont to constitute a pursuit toroo 
.nth a Dission of regaini.ng ~d oaintninine contact With the emcy. Tho ontiro 
forco Darchod trQ'l tho Vicinity of F9233 to F7115SO Tlithout tlOet1ne al\V organizod
resistaMe. First Dattilion of the l80th Infnntry with "C" CoopalV nnd one pltltoon 
ot liD" CaJptllV' attached crossed :,'ItJ:E TEVEl1.E during tho ni8ht to establish Q 

bridcohead for the rer:n1nler of tJle ree:iDont end tho division. 

. OUr DattaJ.1on crossed tho FlU 'lEVERE late in tho Afternoon ot tho 5th 
and on roaeb1ng the ar~ F62$9 \Vils raliered trcn the IlSth Division end attnohed 
to the 34th Divis:lonf aetd.n relioving the 1911t Tank Dattalion." . 

Dur1ne tho next two days "i~" Conpany ,odth one platoon of lID" COllPDJW' 
ntta.ohed Was in diroct support of the loading intantl"7 battalion, tho ronaindor ot 
the bnttnlion ~ns under diVision control but narchod locod1at~ behind tho 
lcndine reginont'. Resistance 'Wll.~ cl.Ilost non-OXistmlt, consiSting ~ of isolatod 
SF Guns nnd OClchino guns. 

Ono 1teo of interest occurred during the advtlnco on CIVIT~WECCr:... Tho 
division coDtltUlder had a l"Cport that tho londine Wantry Dntttllion hD.d run. into 
Jtron(j resistnnce. He ordered thllt our battnlion (-) load 0.8 D~ infcntry as 
~)ossiblo on too tnnks and nove at once to the resi:!ltClnce orca. Vlithin f1f~: lJinutes 
"tho tnnks held roved forwnrd pnst an infantry bnttnlion nurch1n8 on foot, had loadal! 
t.ho infantry on too tnnks and wore roady to novo out. At this tlllC n DCSSOngor 
reported to the Dattc:l.1ion Executive Officer toot tho report of strong rosista.nce 
ias erroneous and tlut the ndditionnl inlnntry and tmks TrCIt unneccesscry. Haw-
JVcr since the infantry vms alrendy londed, ne carried thCl:l to tho vicin.1t¥ of 
t.heir as senbly nre.:J.. 
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Historical liarrative for Juno (Gont1d) 

no found trot it liras possible to load two infnntry sqlUlds on a IICdiuo t~ and one 
inf'nntry squad on a lieht tank. To load so ouch infantry on c. tDllk would be ~ • 
toolharcW if they '·lCrc subjected to orr:! typo of fire, but in ordor to cet infantry 
"lith tnnks to a clangor spot in a hurry it is an oxce~lont icloa. It is boliovod 
tlult one infantry cOT.1pQ.11y cm bo loadod on one CCDpany of tmtks and stay on tho 
trulks untu within soalJ. arns firo. 

On tho 8th of Juno tho onor:v attor.lptod. to DEl~ a starxl in tho vicinity of tho 
road jUl1ction of HICJm'~Y 1 aIXl 1 bis. The cl'lGCY troops woro of n e:rcon Dyciclo, 
RogjJ:lCnt without artillory support. For an d.etaUed report of pc.rt of this action 
sCu the report of th~LCC?~~~CoIJtlQndor of "DII Cotlpany attached horeto as appondix 
2 a.nd report of ~W.~etCllpmv "a" nttachod as appendix 3. Tho resistance 
was crushed by dark but tbJ d:l.vision did not nove forward as it ''m.B being rcl:lbvod 
by tho 36th Infnntry Division nt daY.118ht. 0\Ir Dattalion Was roleased fron tho 
34th Division and attached to tho 30th Division upon tho conplotion of tho relict. 

Tho 36th DiVision continuod to uso us as the 34th had; a conpany of tanks 
to tho loading elallent, except that the 36th '\'TaS tldvancing in t'M:> c olur.ms ani wo 
had one conpaqy with each colutm. 

illtel' thirty ~s alnost constant running the Ilen as mll as the equiIDont 
WtlS getting run c1ovl%l; both needed rest and oaintenance. Tho probleo was presenter' 
to tho CoIJl':l.mding Goneral of the division nnd he ordored that we f~ish only t~ 
tanks to each of the two advance colUtUlS. This gave tho bulk of the l:len and ' 
o1'1'icors a chance to get SOtlC nuch noeded rest and tho Dnmtanancc personnel a 
chance to refit our tanks for furthor conoot. ' 

Our advance alone tho coast continued against generally lieht o~Jpositl on. 
When the terrain vras favorablo tho onaqy woUld resist fiQrcly until tho ontire 
rroieht of our troops was broueht to boorI than he would pull out. He blow all 
bric1ees ~d usually Dined tho logiccl. bYj?assos. Our tanks with the int'nntry 
protected tho ongineers ,until by' passes TIore prepared. 

During the later part of tl-e o?ero.tiol1 ''X" tattery YIC\S attached to tho 
460th Fiold iU'tillcry Datto.lLll (.._;) to rcc:lnforcc thoir fire. Our hec.vior guns 
proved invaluablo in speedinc ....~) tho o.dv.:mco of tho 517 Parachute Infantry 
Regmont. 

During tbJ evening of Juno 2$th that portion of tho battcl.ibn attached to 
the leading infantry clctlents had roached the villaeo of CiJ.!PIGLL~, rrhoro they 
recoivedorders tInt thoy would be relieved at ~l1Bht. Sinco June 1st we had 
advr.nced approxiDntoly 200 Diles (by road), an average of 8 Diles per doy; been 
attached to three division,; and had killed or captured lJ~O of the el1ot1Y' than we 
havc j!crsonnol in the battalion. 

Tho Dattalion was relisvcd along With tho division on tho nornine Jure 
26th nrx:1. Iloved back to a bivouac arCtl one ol1e north of GROSSET'IO. L1l tanks 
except 8 DCdiWlS and four li€tlts wore turned in tp Ordnanco by ordor of CotJr.lC1llding 
General, Fifth i~. ythilo in this aroa plans and preparations 17ero uade, to DOve 
tho troops to an aroa 9 niles north TlOst of ROUE for a period of ouch dos~od 
rest and recreation. The DOVO wns cODpletod during the night of Juno 30 - Juq 
1st. 

\ ,i " I.I· ' • , ,/ •

t'd/,-; \ -r ,f ,---,'\..,.,-y 

~fH G. FELD~\ 
Lt, Ctl'hc1, 753rd Tk Dn, .. ," . COIJl:Ul.li:l1ng, ' 



• • A:pendix Number 1 to Narrative June 1944. 

REPORT OF COlIiiAWING OFFICER COlJPANY "C. FOR JtJNI lISt ani 2d 

June lBt: lq ea:lpal\Y was attached to the l19t;h Infantry with the platocns sub­
attached to each of the three battalions. The platoons were in position ond 
attached with the infantry at 0,)0 hours, 

/' a.J.. 1st.J',latoon ,"lith inf'antry mounted on the tanks attacked northward fron 
01 '7~ to 89SJ.LO. An enat{( strong point 1TaS known to be located in a draw at 
that point. They tried to break up our attack by a heavy artUlery am mortar 
barrQ.ge but were unsuccessful; however, it d i.d force a majority of the infantry 
to disDOunt from the tanks before reaching the objective. The tanks advanced 
Vlell into the eneIiV position but were forced to withdral'T slightJ¥ bocause of 
extretlely accurate sniper fire and neavy bazooka fire. Tim of the tanks were so 
badly datlaged by bazooka fire as to be useleus in the fight and vrero sent to the 
rear; the renaming three stqed forward until Gerca.n infantry began to infiltrate 
around the vehicles, then vdthb-avl to the protection of our own infantry. 

At lOOOD hours the 1st platoon reenforced by the 3d platoon again 
attack the objective car.r.ying infantr,v on the tanks. Again heavy fire forced cost 
of the infantry to diSllC)lmt before tl'¥3 objective vras reached but a f01'T did cake 
it. i~t this point the leader of the two tank platoons was killed by sua11 arcs 
fire. The tanks becaoe disorganized and .retumod to their nttack position. There 
had not been sufficient tiDe for tho platoon loader to tell thao that the plans 
'"las to retum to the attack position and pick up another load of infantry. These 
tanks rooaincd in this attack position until Ofdored to rejoin the Cotlpany in the 
vicinity of 883388. . 

N 
2d P1D.toon attacked to tho north !roo 683,38S to 880910. The objectivo, 

HILL K, ·VID.S known to be a 'WOll organized strongpoint with excollent f1re support. 
Tho attack was stopped by ,Dines and extr~, heavy tiro of all typos, Oll) tank 
being cOlllplotoly destroyed b;y Anti-tDllk ~1nes. Doth tho tanks and int'antr,y 
returned to their attack pos1tio~ at 0930 hours. . 

The entire CcDP~.U.ttnks 110\'11 nttnckod again at 1730 hours, Dy the 
tioo "10 roached a road about 400 yat-ds south ot the bbjottivo four of tho tanks 
had thrown tncks. The c~ oowtJ.ndor ordefod that the rottaining threo tanks 
continuo the attack by 'USing a route in n drD.,," that offerod excollont cover, but 
very bad ground. Aftar SODO t:it1o all throotanks were alIJost on the objectivo 
when ona· of thee was distroyod byoinos and anti-tank gun tiro. i1.pproa.ch1ng 
darkness forced both tho tanks and infantry to w1thdoaw without tnldng the 
objoctivo. . 

om LOSSES 

2 Tanks -- b7 ba~ooka fire 
1 fc.nk ---~ by A.T. D1no. 
1 Tank -- by A.T~ D1no ani A.T. UI'O . 
1 Tnnk ---- by artillery tire 

, 

S Tanks ---~- by terrain 
Porsonml --- lW.lodl - 1 Off:i.ccr 

, 1 Enlisted Man 
WoW\d.E)dJ 1 Officer 

1 Enllstcd Men 
Exhaustions 1 OlfiCOl' 

. lS Enlisted Mon 

ENElIY LOSSES (known,) 

30 Killed 
6 Ihchine guns dostroyad 

-1­
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Appendix tfl ( Cont 'd) 

Juno 2d: Tho co~ (6 trulks) attack H1LL K in conjunction vr.I.th "Kli CottpBtlY, 
179th Infantry at 0600 hours. Tho tanks usod tho SmlO COVOl"od route they hnd usod 
the night before while the infantry used a s1r.11lar parollel dravr tD our lett, 
Doth the tanks and tho infantry roached the Lim ot Deptll"turo at the sarle tloo. 
The tonka advancod with all possible speed, rOQchBd tho objective at 0602 and 
ongaged tho ener.v. On roaching tho objectivo tho tank cocpa.ny cor.Dandor discounted 
frOD his tank to look for tho'inf'antry comandor. After he found. tho COtllJandor 
they both returned to tho COIJIJlltld tonk. Tho in:f'ant17 cOI:1:lQndor with his 1'wnJJd.e_ 
talld.o" Vias put in the tank with tho tank conpany coIJ:lal'lder. FraLl hero ho directod 
tho Wantry supportrequestod by tho tanks. Resistanco hlld virturu.~ coasod by 
0600 and by 0930 tho infantry had consolidated their gains, At this tmo too 
Inf'ontry Datto1ion COtDD.Ilcicr gave the tonks peroission to return to their aaseobly 
aroa for reservieing. 

Tho tanks roceivod orders 'to return to HILL K at 1630 to cantact Coopany 
"Gil, 179th Infantry. On arriving in thct vicinity the ~ coopany cotll:nndor 
contacted a 2nd Lt. Evans, tho onl¥ infantry officer present. He said that tho 
onef.i" had infiltrated through tho 'rtC" COqlal'\V position and hnd countero.tto.ekod in 
forco as "Glf COtlpal'\V ""as on tho wD:JI up. Doth ooopanies wore badly disorganiwd
and had been ,pushed off tho hill•.' 

Tho tanks again gave HILL "Kit a going over whilo Lt, Evans reorganizod 
tho infantry aM started to flOP up what tho tanks Ilissed. The hill,\10.s retakon 
an consolidatod by 1930. Tho tnnks returnod to their assoubly aroe but rotUlinod 
in contact w.i.tJl tho intMtry via tho SCR' 300. At 2130 tho cotlpllqy was ordered 
to roturn to tbe Tank Dattalion assonbly area. 

OUR LOSSES 

2 Tanks -- dotltlgod by A.T. firo 
1 Ta.nk ------ terrain 
3 non ------- slightly l1oWldod 

:'~l~ LOSSES (knmm) 

1 -- L.'),.'. gun 
2 -- s.P. guns
3 --- Uk IV tanks 

12 -- tlO.ch:ine g~ 
210 --- prisoners
60 - killed 

• 


J 
I 
I 
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A-ppendix Number 2 to Narrative June 1944 

REPORT OF COMMANDING OFFICER COMPANY "D" FOR JtnE 7th All) 8th 

LOCATION; Approaching TARQUINIA from South 

Orders received from the Battalion Commander at 1700 June 7th while 
in bivouac area vicinit:y CIVITAVECCIiI. to move out immediately with 1st and Jrd 
platoons along HIGHWl~Y 1 north until we encountered 3rd Battalion l33rd Infantry 
170 were theh to procoed with them by bounds along too higm'ray untU defensive 
l')ositions vrcro established in the vicinity RO,iU> JUNCTION 180057. Howcvor, due 
to heavy stlnll ams' and 'Dortar fire after dark on the 7th, also a blol'nl bridge 
over T. LlIGNONE, the advance stopped at 2400 in the vicinity of 177013. '!he 
last tv'tO hours of this advance an entire company of infantry l'laS carried on 
the tanks. '1'110 of tho infantrymen wore killed crlroute by encqv norter fire. 
Ronaindcr of night spant viCinity of 177ca.'3•. 

t 

At 0600 8 Juno Battalion trucks arrived for resupply. Regir.lcntal 
Connnnding Officer gave orders for tanks and )rd Battalion l33rd Infantr,y to 
continuo advance up HIGHWAY 1. This plan did not sound feasOoble Oot tho timo 
due to heavy encqv resistance along tho highvroy and lack of cover for tanks and 
infantr,y who were to ride. tanks. Upon suggestion by Coornanding Officer, OompalV 
"DII, 7S-3rd Tnnk Battalion and COIltlanding Officer 3rd Battalion these ordors 
nere changed al1O\7ing us freedom of novOtlent around right nank o.nd thence to 
objectivo--ROAD JUNCTION at 1800S7. we were allowed to t.:lkc trIO tledium tanks 
froD "An CODPD.W, 7S)rd Tank l3<lttal1on vvho woro on our left Oot this t:ir.lo in tho 
SnI,lO Vicinity. 

A.t Oopprox:i.D.atcly 0800, 8 Juno with one cotlpar:ty of infantry frOD 3rd 
Ikttalion Dounted, on all but the lead tlediUIl tank, wQ began the ntto.ck along 
trail !'roo 17701) to Q. point at approximtoq 19h01)J thenco fording T. MIGNONE 
o.nd up along ridge line known as PIE'lRARA..lirst cmeqy resistanco "ms oncountcrod 
1muO crossing T. MI<»l:>NE and inflUltry disoountod fron tanks in this vicinity.
Encrv firo, including r.w.chine guns, autonntic vroapons, oortar and riflo, WOos 
coning froll ridg9 line of PIET~·.rui.. Leo.ving three tanks to protoct the 1nf.:mtry 
t'long T. MIGNONE, tho Coumnding Officcr, COilpalV' ltD", took romining tanks and 
c.ttacked this ridge throuC(",:"":':rl at left or 190 Northing. Est:i.no.ted som 150 
enCI:\Y dug in on this ridce. SlO Cl101:W held in :face of our tanks 1.mtil we werG 
within SO yards of their positions. Friendly infantry \Tore called up and exceed 
ingly heavy casualties '\'tore inflicted upon the encqy, killing approx:i.r.lately 6,
and capturing 30 others. Orders rrore received by Infantry Cooparv COlJlJrulder 
to pull back into draw behind ridge (PIETRARA) whoro amthof coopalV !'roo 3rd 
B.:l.ttalion Ttould take over alld consolidAte tho ridge. While this excho.ngc took 
placo threc tanks '\101'e left on ridec for security. During the next hour four 
friendly, infantrynon were killed by enetU Dorto.r fire landing on our pos1tions • 

. ', .." ,4 , . 

'. .' After rogroUP~8 ~ ~ounted tho infantrycoilPOlW and proceeded along
tro.ll to tho right of ~ to vicinity of 193033. During this DOVOoont 
two light tonka had to bo lUscdto OTacuato sarieusq '\rounded infrmtryoon. F:ire 
,\'[c,s beinG rooeived llflam frOD the rideo (PlE'lRi&) and hoUlte8': to riGht front 
of our line: of oovonont. '.l!lree r~ining light tanks of )rei pla.toon woro then 
sent up alene ridge to ooopletc tile job ot cleaning all onetV frOtl that posit1on 
1'\10 enoqr anti-tank guns rorc located and SODe 9 mchino gun position v1Cro 
neutralized. ' Anti-tank positions wore knocked out in viCinity of 190031. 'Tanks 
clcnncd all cncoy fraD houses to our ri[jlt front which wore eivine the infantry 
considerable trouble at this tine. While tho fira was heavy, the infantry "lOre 
clisrlountcd and TTalked under pr.,tection lof tho sides of the to.nkS, tnnk speed 
beinG roGUlated by infantry speed of YTalk. Coluon halted at 130e hours in 
st'.dQJ.c ~t 193033. The ron a.te lunch andrestecl while inflllltry and tunk officors 
Ll.:'.c1e foCl't reoonnnissance forward to VicV'{ the valley of F. RANCHSBE v(hich vro.s 

-1­



:~,~ondix #~ (cont1d) 

coopletoly opon except tor SImll trineo of trees o.lone this strorul. J.t 1700 
the b-{O rlodiUl".l to.nks were reliovod .l11d tour others undor Lt. JOMson, CooptU\Y 
"D", 753rd Tllnk Dnttalion wero sent to us, '~sooond ootlpllllf ot intnntry troo 
,)rcl Dattolion was sont te us o.t this tiDe. 

At o.pPro:x:l.rJatoq 1945 hours this date tho coluon rosUllod tho attack. 

llountinG D.S ~ ot tho inlnntrynen as possiblo on eaoh to.nk \10 crossed tho 

vo.J.loy ot F. RABCHESE undor oodero.te diroot fire froD vioinity o~ IO:GHl1AY 1. 

o.t our lott o.nd sIlD.ll U'OS fire fron C. TERCU'lELLh (ri~ on opposito sido ot 

vlllloy). SODO 40 prisoners, 18 bicyoles, 90 dead and ,) trucks '\'IOro tho 

oo.sUlllties of tho CIlCl:\Y. Two ot our into.ntry 'Were killed and t\'fO Trore noundod. 

The DOVOIJOnt !leross this vnlJ.cy was Dado in two wavos. the tanks o~8 nnd 

oscortinG as DOl'ly 1ntantr,y as possiblo on the first wavo and while leav:s.na 3 

tonks to protoot those, roturrod nnd pickod up as 00l\V tx>ro D.S possiblo for tho 

socond mvo. ~ lJOdiuo to.nks were ooverinG tho antira operation frOD the 

saeldle at 193033 1 Tho terrain froD hero to objootive was n. hieh flt1.t platocu

"lith hnysto.cks, rams and sparse crowth of trees. Tho infantry at this til'JO mlS 
dispersod, line forcation, orders for this aotion being re~od b.Y caooo.ndina 
offioer' of the tanks to all stations cmd spood of tanks in collfo~tion with 
speed of infantry prOCTOSS. All possiblo OIlOoy positions such 0.13 housos, hn:r­
stt1.cks otc. onrouto, were roduoed. Lieht enoIlY lIl'J:lS firo TmS oncountorod all tho 
'\VCr¥ to tho objective. Objoctive tnkon o.m scoured o.t 2115 hours in vicinity ot . 
~, 1830;9. J~t 2200 hours o.l.l tanks pulled back to a security position ~t 
1790$7. Foot roconntliss.l11oe vms Dado ~ tank COJ:lCLlncliJ:1c officer 'Within 300 ynrds 
of TARQUIN'I.A and IX) ppposition oncountered. Tonks 1'IOnt into cofonsivo position 
o.t 179057 :md rODCined there until ordored by tho infantry roaitlontal cottwldor 
to return to viCinity 077013. ThotlOon arose at Q.pproJd..nnto~ 2,300 hours, o.nd 
under its lieht ru.l tonka ooved back o.l.ona HIGHVuJ 1. Tho Umk CoJJC.:mdina . 
Offioer'tl tonk vms in tho lend, hit t1. nino at ROAD JUOOTION vicinity 168031 o.nd 
wnD o.bo.monocl. Two ZlOn wore injured, Closod into position for rooainder of 
niGht, as erdered at approx1r:lnteq 0200 hours. 

Esti.rJAted oQ.sualtios of eooqy duo to this action. 

155 ki1led 
70 captured 
2 onti-to.nk GUllS 
3 trucks 

18 bicycles
23 DaChinc gun positions
4 oortar positions 

~fi'),/~.~I / .I /'/ 

~~dA·.I.A1'.~' 
FREDERICK .S. SCH\iIIRl 

Captain, 75.3rd Tk Dn 


CODtl.O.Ildina• 
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L.PP~X lNtlbOl" , to ~n\1'fQ .Jung 1~1d&. • 

1!N1&.'1 or ~~NRINQ omCl81.o0l!ftwt,"t·.~ JUNS :® itoo ~ 
00 Juno 7th, 1944, CoIlpillY ',11 , 7SJrd ~ DniiWj.on vrith II tAIlka 

plua t~ U3rd lDtAPt1'7 Ror.;1tlont WOl'O ~T~ up HIQHWJ.I 1 north ot ROME 
toward JlJlQl1INL~. Littlo opposition WZlS oo&~' Q trm stl\V' prisoners woro 
taken. At seven otcleek in tho GTOnine the ~1.Ut1n wu Mltod and l'cconM.iSMnco 
11cnt fO%'VT<l1'd two oilcs to chook for blown br1deos Cl,nd Qnot11' strell{;th. Finding 
tho l'O.:lds open ond no ono.qy, it TT:lS c1ocidod t.o onko :Ill hcNru1CO t).!tcr cktrk. 
~.t d.:l.rk one conpnn.y ot infe.ntr,y was lo~ded on the t.o,nks, tho cOtlpQXl¥ of tnnk 
c.1.cstroyers nnd the I"Ocoma,1ssnnco units of the J'Utst j~oroo Divi:sion. Tho 
colUIJIl stnrtod nn~ ncNnncod two Diles and n 'qUD.rf,or.'Onc nnt1-trulk Gun wns 
onoountered n.nd ~stroyod ,by nrUllory. .ilotthisJjo1nt, a bridce TTQ.S blown nnd 
dotour iTns I:lll.clo throo qUllrtors ot a olle, 'to the l"ieht 1;0 oross tho rivcr on a 
stone bri<.leo. At this point tho rOQonnaiss<lnco olooonts wero orc.lorcd to '\'lith... 
drnw duo to darknoss, but tho tMks and infantry continued the o,UVrulCO. "0 wore 
nOTt in a valJ.oy vory open and ena nile vr.i.do with low hills about 500 toot hieh on 
both siclos of tho vnllay. 'l'llo hi6hwDy rm across the vtUloy on the loft. 1'10 
vcl.lcy continued to the seLl ani on tho rieht, ~OO ycl%"ua trOD tho road, n hill 
rmss split tho vD.l.loy into two valleys. The colurm aro8soo tho volley and re­
turned to tho road. ~t a point where tho road entered tho hills tho onocy was 
encountered in strength and a fire fight started. Sinco it WLl! very d:lrk, the 
enemy could not bo soon beyond Z, yards. One nnti-tnnk ~ WIlS c.~estroyod by a 
chance shot and tho onorq were torcod to withdraw to the top of tho hill, but 
he continued tiring ~ n1eht. Although tho OllOtlY attdck luld boon beaten off, 
tho infnntr,y took to thod1tch boside tho road and hold that position. 

At clmm tho tanks withdrew to the other side ot tho vnlley to tind 

OOver, but no cover WD.S available o.s the river blinks wore too stoop to nttord 

0. route tor tanks. Tho tanks Vlore in 0. very e.xposod position. LIort~ firo wns 
very hOll.VY and we were surrounded by the el'lOI:\V. Soall Q'OS fire T(nS extromaly 
heavy. It was doeidod to Dl!.ko o.n attack nnd tho ta.nksroturnod to their positions 
on the torward side ot tho valley. 

• "kl 

/l.1.is Heavy cneqr fire continued nnd clue to 1n~k ot coordination the W~~ 
#rcf'usod to ll.c''.vru1Ce, We blUrT 1'~) an eneqy armunition truckrocoivinc tiro troo 11 
2000 anti-tonk eun on our ri,'l!t flank. Gornnn bazzoolm GUMers '\7Ore 1'4-inc on 
us !roo 10'\1 bushel! on our riGht flank durinG thoLlttLlck. '1"(0 tDlllcs wore stuck in 
ditches. Ono lvns destroyed by nortar fire. i~t 0600 hours 8 Juno tour ttll1ks 
iTithclrcw to obtDin fuel and ro:u:nmition Llt tho re~entnl OPe . Intansiw oortar 
firo at tho OP w'oundod four nen; two tnnks woro scmt on another oission to tho 
riGht Dnd thQttlO rcminine wero neutr.:llized froo lnck of crows to opernto thoo. 
Three tanks lvero still in tho action and firinG continued \Ultil 1400 hours in 
tho nftcrnoon whon the ordor wns ~von to o.ttnck. il.s tho throo tnnks "oro out 
of Gns a.nd noounition, throo rcplncoronts wore sent in Lllld tho crorTS chaneed tanks 
Trro coopnnies of infantry cone up and tho attnck was 10.\U'lchQd nith tho cOOtlruldina 
officer of one infantry coopnr.tV l'JOunted in tho 10nc1inc tank which wns uquippod
with n SCR 300, eivine hiD contact 'vith hiS olooonts. ,~s tho ~rulce Tr0.8 slowed 
dOTiTl by nachino gun tiro, tho JJtl.chino cun positions woro givon to this cocpmv 
OO!'.1tlD.ndor of infantry and tho tonks noutr.:llized thoso positions. 1'ho advance 
r~.D wry rapid am. co.suoJ.tios '1ere liGht; one 0CJl boill6 killed and t'\10 wounded. 
L.pproxioD.toly ,0 prisoners were tclten froo tho hill on our left front. Tho 
enorv wns n bicycle rcc;i.oent with no coobo.t oxperience. l~ oneoy SP eun wns soon 
nnd neutralized by DrtUlory nnd r.1ortnr fire. Whon we eo.ined the top ot tho 
hill onss, wo wero on n plo.teau very flat nnd nbout ten nUes lone_ JUl tho 
oncny wore killed or tcicon prisoner and the mlvo.nce i'ror.l this point '·To.S w1thollt 
opposition, 
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.Appencl:ix No. 3 cont I cl 

Our Losses 

1 tunk destroyed by nortor fire 

5 uen liChtJ.y \7ounded 


Encqy Losses (Knovm) 

2 anti-tmlk cuns (75nn) 

1 SP GUIl 


12 rJaohino cuns 
1 aoounition truck 
1 anti-tank [,'UIl (20r.1D)

So killed
So prisoners 

i // ./:/./
)-a4lllU t,V A:~'{th·nJ 
, JAMES 1~. 17ILSON j I 

1st Lt., 753rdTk Dn If;LM v 
OOt:lT.1D.Ilc1inC; • 

.~...~ •• ,. .... 'f . _ ':t 
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llEiillQUiJtTERS 753RD TANK D.-.TriILION 
~l.PO 758, U. S. iJ:'fl';! 

2 ,i:.ugust 1944 

SUDJECT: Historical N!lrrative for the Uonth of July. 

TO CoI:lt1Unding Gcnerru., Seventh jJ,rU;{, APO 758, u. S. J..:rU;{. 

At the beginning of the nonth the bulk of the battalion VIc?S in a bivoUClc 
c.rea nine (9) niles North of ROUE. Sixteen full track vehicles ylith a skeleton 
eroyr of two each were at FOLLiI.NICA,ITi.LY awaiting tonk transport to CIVITli.VICCHL~ 
-Cor tronsshipnent by water to SiiLERNO. Seventeen ho.lf tracks with a skeleton 
crel'r of two each Trore at CIVITb.VICCHIA awniting water transport.ltion to Si.LERNO. 

The battalion (-) stayed ncar R01.i.t~ through the fifth. Every mm 'was given 
an opportunity to visit the ETERNhL CITY at least twice. Tho Speckil. Service 
officer arraneed for sight-seoing tours, "m enlisted oon dance in town and extra 
post exchango supplies (vdth iced Coca-Cola). This period wes the first in over 
a yec:r in which the non wore n'bl.9. ~Q cqp~QtQl¥ :rcl<lX. 

Tho nove to Si.LErmo aroa on July 6th was uade by TlotOl' CQl\~OY .:md by Ship, , 
appronnatoly hal! ot the battalion going oach way. On nrrival there tho 
batto.lion '\'Iont into a b:l.VOUD.C !)I'ca five oilos north of D.i~TTIPAGLLl.. On Jul:y 7th 
tho battalion VlDJl roleivod fron assignoent tD Fifth liJ:tlY and assigned to Seventh 
l.rr:ry, Ilttached, by than to VI Corps and sub-attached to tho 36th Inf<lIltry Div­
ision. TIhilo in this area we '\'Ioro to drav, now tanks, take anphibious training and 
begin planning on the forth coDing operation. Duo to a shortage of tcmk tran­
sporters tho ordnance vms ablo to deliver only oleven now (roconditioned) tanks to 
this area. Tho fow tanks ava.:U.."blo tmdc tho probloo of training di.:f'fiouit. This 
shortago coupled with tho ll.bscnoo of range facilits3 and tho lack o£ a suitable, 
availablo" driving area cut practic..u tank training to aloost nothing. Training 
CIlplmsis was placed on physical conditioning und discounted action. Soven officers 
attended n TQU school conducted by the Invllsion ~aining Centor and 0.11 of the 
drivers am tlOChanicB attondod a Wlltorproofing school also conductod by tb.1 ITO. 

Ooo.pa.nios itA" D.Dl "D" each sent eight Cl'OTI'S with necossary officor and 
adr.l:inistrativo porsonnol to tho I'l'C for trD.ining in the operation and usc of 
DD to.nk8. During tho courso of this training ona tank bad its oanvas attaohoent 
ripped by a pre.joction on tho ral'!1p of tOO LOT; tho tank sank nnd one mn was 
drormed. For a report on this typo at equipment 500 AmloxNur:1ber 1. Sixteen 
DD tc.nks are to be used by thB battalion in tho torthooc."ing opor~tion. 

On the twentieth par1;i.al crevlS wore sent to th.e AvntSA arca to draw and 
chock tho rot1t.l.indarot the .t\1U track vohicJ.es, Qlld te act as tho advance ~ 
for tho battalion corcoont to thnt area. f1w full t-..ek vohiolos ::l.n tho SJJ.ERm 
cree. i'/Oro shuttled to tho now nx'Qa by taNc t»~ortc:r boWOOA tho 19th and the 
24th; tho roaa1ndor at tho pOl'sonncJ. and vchteloa tlOvod to tho D'JW area by DOtor 
COrN0Y on the ailht ot ~ 24tla. 

Through tho eoUJ'tcq .t tha 45th Infantry a\v:1l1u. n-.t at tho 'k.II8 waro 
able to test tuo tlI.o ~ CUB us:i.ag their f'an(£a. 11ith tho aocpUen ot this 
test tiring we weJle unable to do D.l\Y practical tank firing duo to a lnck at 
I.l.doqua.te rnngo facilitcs. i.n excellent fiat driving area. YnlS a.va.ilable mld used 
to ~ gQcx1_t!-Q.v~taao. 

-1­
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Narr.::Ltive for July Contld. 

During this last vtcek of the I10nth 17aterproofing shrouds were fitted 
on <:'.11 of the fulltracbvekicles the other vehicles 'Were prepared for vrater­
proofing, and VTO drew uJ.l of our renaining shortage.s· except 174 ton trucks. 

The loading plans have crystnlized, the tactical. plans hQve been ~de, the 
Datt<:'.1ion is rcaqy for another operation, 

(--' 

.,' f' 

.'~~),{./ ~ -j~)~ 
JO$PH G. FELlER 

Lt. Co1onel, 753~d Tk Dn, 
Connandine • 
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30 Aprll 1944 
l.IEIDRANDUM FOR: Conunander, E1eve:r..th Ar.lphibious Force. 

Stlbject : Results of Trai'Ji:1i~, :'€;st,~, and Tactical Operations or DD 
) Ta'1ks at Slapt,":,:r. ;3,<.l'ld:l" Dev'jn, Engla'1dJ dm"'ing period
15 Narch ... 3C:\.?1'.Lt, :.:-I41.~~ 

l" . This rCpol't is the r"lsult of ;). request l:18de of me by Colonel James E. 
Kerr, llillC.., T-:-<.lini!lg Offjcer-; C'J:lI,ANCRJl.Dr.:;:.THPFIO~ for iaiomation concerning the 
UecU.l.lID ·;~'2..rlk l'vtll.l Um) 'J 

2. From "'",he mir.cUe of Jd.rruary +,0 the tlidd1c of February, '1944 I attended 
Vt:i.tll menbe:'s of ::ry ~Jatta11onJ both fresh and salt ';Tater training, "lith the 
VCJlent.i!1e tanl.. (DD) 4 Cr, 10 :March) J.944, I was clircctC'?d by Col MaoLaughlin, 
Command~ng Offic~r~ Third Arrnd Group, to locate an area ~d set up a school for 
the training of 1.1'.0 mediun. tank companies from each of t:rrec tank battalioM. 
This training h1gan on U'1rch 15th with four licdiu.'U 11lMJ. (Db) tW1k3. 

3. This tank has tUl of tho fighting charJ.cteristics of tho regular mediULl 
tank 1!4Al When on land pl'lS the ability to swim aenore under its 0l'i11 pOTrer and 
to nade when the vtater is not deep enough for flotation. The tank is held up by 
a canVas envelope Tlhicr.. al10TlS the tank to rJinl( dooply enough in tJ1e "tater to 
displace its O";m weight in water. Tho canvas is ....aisnd by a series of 36 air 
pillars and hold up by rae·:..al struts. Tho c:::,af~ i$ propelled by trIO 18" moveable 
propellers 'which also act as rudders. Each craft is equip)edvli th an Air Corps 
:lni'latable boat and each crevr mcnber vlith a submarine escapo dovice <md 
inflatable safety belt. 
I 

4. The capabllities of the ]);0 tank are: 

(a) 	Four DD tanks ~an be loaded aboard an LeT (6) in ton minutes from 
a sanC\v beach'o:, 

(b) DD tanks can bo ready to launch from the LeT (6) within five 
minutes. . 

(0) 	Four DD tanks can be launched :t'rOCl an LeT (6) inthrco minutes 
and forty-five seconds' in daylight. Thirty-one DDt s lawiched 
Within five Llinutes on thO .. Exercisc TIGER • 

..•• .II •• 

(d) 	Four DD tanks can be launched fioBm and LeT (6) within tight mnutos 
during darkness and black<:>.ut. " " ...-.;.. . 

(e) 	DD's havo travelled at a ;P~~d'~f:"'7':'8"miles'~er hour in water 
under ideal conditions. ..; ". .," :, . 

(f) 	DDis will travel 1,000 yards in severt Ilinutes and ;J.! launched at 
4,000 yards will hit the beach within 28 mi~\ltes aftc%" it ;starts 
dorm the (LOT) r~p. The averago:speod is 4f·mUGS per hour • .. 

-1­
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Annex 1 - ltI.rrative for July - 753rd Tk Bn Cont'd. 

(g) 	DDt s have a Gyro COtlpaSS which when orientod by the LCT Magnosyn 
Compass will bring the vehicle to its correct beach it, . 

1 

(1) 	The uagaesyn Compass is correct. 
(2) 	The LCT(6) is launching from the correct pro-dctermined 

position.
(3) 	'!'he speed and direction of currents havo been Proporly figurod 

so tho DBgnetic course of the tank has beOl\ p:-operly plotted. 
(4) 	The ~o Compass vms properl¥ set. 

(h) 	The oraft can bo navigated b.Y" poriscope vr.lth all the craw 
buttoned up and C:1n landt and doflate vd. th all crrm members under 
arraor. The gas consunption of tho tank about two golloM per mUe,. 

(i) 	Tho DD tank will wade in water undor nine foot too inchos and vr1U 
nont in deopor vmtcr. ' 

(j) 	The DD tank can dXtop its canvas in tln"ee seconds arn the tank then 
boconc s a land tank. 

5. 	 Tho following are lir.1itations of the DD tanksl 

(a) 	It is given flotatioh by a very tender skin of oanvas'. This 
canvas is easily torn by rubbing it agaihst bUildingsj and other 
obstructions While in transit on roads, or b.Y rubbing against sida 
of LCT or one another when loading. A tear greator than one foot 
may caUse the tank to sink because of inubility of bilge pmlp to 
hDndlo infloV{ of vlater. 

(b) 	Tho DD tank is lWtod to a maJdmum force 3 wind and soa. 

(c) 	It is believed that a DD tank can be sunk by wash of LOT, LOS, and 
larger craft passing 'within a few yards of tho tonk. 

(d) 	British sources have stated that tho concussion of a nearby 
explOSion will cause tho canvD.S to drop. I an conducting an exper­
ment to dotercine the accuracy of this in tho next fow days. 

(0) 	i1hile anoat in tho water the tank can only firo its 50 oal (AA) 
gun. 

(!) Six cases ot Carbon Monoxide poisoning have boon notod in launches 
of 4,000 yds or great~r. No fatalities. 

(g) 	V13ibility of crow when under aroor is l1oi.ted by small vision 
area of periscopes. li:>vrover, tho tark ea:u:laIldcr's periscope can 
be rotated 3600. 

6. Since the beginning of the school on lS March, 19L4, thQ fo11ov/ing 
haslboen accoaplished: 

I 
(a) 	Fiw hundrod nnd forty (540) officers ond nen trained 1n operation 

and ca1ntcnance of DD tanks. 

(b) 	Two hundred and ten (210) DD tanks rcceived and prepared for use 
of which ono hundred (100) he.v(t boen used. 

-2-	 •• 
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Anrex 1 - Narrative for A -753r~ gnlc~~d. • 

(c) 	Over one thousand two hundred (1200) individual launches made 
froIl LCT(6) with a crfJVl at 5 aboard each tank. At least 100 of 
the above were oade a night under blackout conditions. 

(d) 	Over five hundred (500) launches from the beach. 

(e) 	Over eight hundred (800) water hours of naVigation. 

(f) 	Total of three tanks sunk with th.ree lives lost. 

(g) 	DD tanks have bp.en lalIDched as far as 6000 yds from more, but 
most are from 3()CO •• hOOO yds. 

(h) 	Trained twenty-t.hree (23) LCT(6) crews in proper rra:y to trim ship~ 
pr(;ra;:'c: a:u D.E1r:{ r~lp" load, and launch DD tanks. This is a very 
j.ffi"ly,-r' ~['~.,.. ph~\sc ~ C1'ri ·::rained crews and LOT- Cammanclers must be 
c;va:'t~11"3 for '.~"1)},c:·ci3es. 

7, 	 The tacJ.jicd adv<,:,cl.tages the DD tank are as follovrs:.")1' 

(a) 	'...'hay Cal' be ja'IDc!1eo. from all LTC 3000 to 4000 yds from the beach 
v:i+.hj.l:' f:'...ve d.ll1!t'3s and can swim to shore in a well dispersed 
fJrm~tion u:"J(io:i." their ovm power in loss than half an hour. 

(b) 	They offer :.l. small targe'" and. unless the ene~r has seen them before 
yri.:a undo1"1Jtod~ thinl( t:ley aro small landmg cr~ft and allow 
';',hem to br;ach vii thout offering more than 30 or 50 ccl rosistanco. 

(c) 	They will bring a naxir:n.trl of fire power and armor upon a beach in 
a minimWJ period of tir'C. 

(d) 	If a suI?rise, they will be a psychological shock to tho enomy. 

8 ~ 	 Reconmmdations .. 

(a) 	~hat DD tanks will not be launched more than 4000 yds from the 
heach. 

(b) 	'I:w. t an Amy officer who has worked with DDs and lO'lm'rs the Bea 
conditions v{hich are fa-vorable to DDs give the decision as to 
vmether the DDs will be launched or bo carried diroctly to the 
beach by tho LeT. 

(c) 	The.t the above iU:rrt$' off~cer be aboard a vessel vthere he can advise 
the h::'@:lcr comnanders of his decision and radio or s:4snal the 
l"leSSage direct~ to the LOT group loader .. 

(d) 	That a guido craft be fur-dshed for each 4 LeTs to lcad the DD 
tanks to . within :000 yds :>f tho beach. .It is rQOQ:D;lended that 
this cr~t havo a naVigator "dth more e.xporionco than tho tank 
connnandcrs rnd with better navigational oquipnt than tb:l tank. 
This is adviseable so that tank cor.ll"'landers Clln spend thoir time 
observir"E iihc beach for anomy machine gun ClUplacemonts, strong­
points, otc. This time spent &4 indica~ above will IXlY d1v1d­
rods ~n tho tanks roach tlto be~ch. . 

..., ..".j ... " ........ 
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(0) 	That one sroall craft such as ~ tOO be avaUablo "lith each 4 
LeTs 1:0 fo110,", tho tanks to act as lifo saving bonts. 

, 

(f) 	That no other vehicles be loaded onboard wi tll DD tanks. ' 

(g) 	That LeTs go fron column into a wodgo formtion nt n ninU.lUIJ of 
6000 yards so that they CM sl.ip into ·lino fornation end latmch 
at 4000 yds vlithout offering a broadside to the boach at a close 
rango~ 

(h) 	That ill LCT croV1S nnd Cor.lr.lnndors to be used on D d<!y bo mado 
evailnble for DD training i.mr~diatcly ., 

(i) 	That tank Corlpany CC1i1li1anders know as soon as possible which LeTs 
an,l r:rm'13 will be D.SS~_gncd. to their unit on'D dny nnd arrnngCIJCnts 
r.udr 30 vhat tho tenk CODlany nod LOT crows can tro.in together. 
~~~f:_:· ...13 -rital iC"!" prope;cooord:.nation under stress of battle. 

t/ vrrr..LIAM D. DUIJC.AN 
Hnjor, 743d Tnnl:: En (M) 
School CO~".!ldunt. 

: 
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30 Apr 44 

From: DD LeT Unit Conoandor 
To Cor:unn.nder ELEVENTH iUlphib10us Force 

VIA: COLDnnder, Landing craft nni BaSQS, ELEVENl'H ALlphibious Fcrco 

Subjoct: DD LOT OpcratioM, 	Evaluation of Results or 

Roforoncol COMLA~RABLLTHPHID Oporation order No. 3-44. 

1. In qv association with the DD tank program since its inception 8000- six 
\,Ieoks ago, the folloning facts arc evident. 

(a) Thnt both the English nnd Ar:1cricnn version of DD LeT rru:tp oxtensions 
have boen used for launchings of DD tanks and have boen found oosiccl.ly sound. 

(b) That 1087 launchings havo boen uade v:ith only tYK> t<mk Qnsualties 
and no casunltios ruJong personnal. 

(c) Speed of tanks nverago 4i to 5 knots. in an average sea. 

(d) They can be launched in ill1.d can navigate in aqvthing up tc and i~ 
eluding a Force 3 saa. 

(Q) 'lhirty nnd .50 ecl.ibre gun firo will noithcr ignite nor sink tho 
err.f't. 

(f) Thoy can firc onl¥ the .50 calibre (AA through too open hatch ­
s~1ard) ....'hile in ,-rater. SQVenty-fivQ Nl1 guns can be fired only aftor ranching 
baach nnd dropping co.mraa. 

(g) ToW bulk of tank, vhilo navigating, is below wntor. 

(h) That directional gyl'Oscopic coopasses, standard oquipocnt on each 
tank, is sufficient, it escorting craft with tho latest navigational equi],Dent arc 
not available to load DD tnnks froo places ot launching to bench, to IW.vigato with 
II high ~ of accuracy to a designatod spot on a beach. Thoyalso carry por1­
SCOpCG (2) that n.ro adaq\Ul.tc fgr obscrvntioD troc vdthin tonk. 

(1) That tour tanks can 1:10 launcb3d .troll An LeT in )-S r.U.nutcs. 

(j) Two companios trO'fil each of threo battaliol'lfl Mve boen trained - all 
that tho progrtm ccl.led fer. 

(k) As of 6 May tro crar/::; o:! tho following LOT' (6) IS ha'Vt) been traimd 
in this treo ,o! amphibious wttrtnro: SJ.o, 531, 53S, _?37t 549, }86, 587, 588, 589, 
S90, 591, 592, 593, 594, 595, 596, 5971 598, 599, 001, 002, 00), and 71). A toatl 
ot 24 LeTs is nocessnry to transport the six tank, ooopanies. 

(1) Thc:u CWl be la~hed 3-4000 yds iron tho shore llm rOAch n spoc1l"ied 

(D) 	 Four tanktJ can '00 put in line from row to stern. 

-4 .. 
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(n) That tho DD tanks "'1'0 basic£ll.~ sound as ovidorx:ad by tho1r port'orm­
ancc in EJ(Ql"C1sc 'l'IOER. (All but two of 32 tanks tl1ld.ng part l'Oa.chod OOrroet 
boo.ohcs within five tdnuto. ot one aaothor .. tho first om toW:lUng bench at B-2). 

2. 	 Tho following observations ere I:lada to onlargo on tho nbovo Dlld tor ~ 
OOlt. ovc.l\U1tion.­

(6) A high dogree ot coopomtton and coordiIll'.tion is noodod bQtmlon LCT 
am tank pQl"8onnal when launching. t _'. . • . 

~

III LOTs r:tUst bo heaclod shoro.'rard, 	 ' 
2 LOTs <lrC to bn 100 yclS ll.pnrt abroaBt or one another. 
3 LCTs urn to bo bnckod at ~20~ RPMs as tank rolls off rll,Dp ­

thor0by ll.voidi'ng d.:u:mg'} to sero'ws. 
(4) 	Corr ,c'!j' ~O:1pr").ss honu.m.; bu giyc:1 when ship is on stoo.ctr hooding 

t<.; t"'.;'11<: conr.nnda:..·s ;JC '~hc-.f c.m 30t their, diroct1on:U. GYl'Os. 

(b) A"'-1 LOT }Jo.,,:,u(,:'.'l.101 'vrho my' be usoJ ;6i~ D.~Y oust havo tho mx1.nutl 
aoount of t:::-ainin:; that till9 ';dl,). pernit.. Tho;rink of tank cas'W'.ltics Trith ~eon 
LOT sk;l.ppcr:'l nnd crew~ involved is gr~t. ' . . 

-,
(c) No launchin(':s m:tve been attouptcd in anything ovar a Forca 3 soa as 

tho clifficultio:J of lnunch.;i.ng. and navige:.tion preclude operation. Also the tank 
bUl}) puop (co.pacity ~S gals par Inn) is of linitod capacit,.. 

(d) Surf and corAit ions. ot beach will affoct it no naro thtm MY ot.her 
typo tnnk (mdor). . 

(e) The tvro tanks sunlt rQSul.tcd froo (1) t~Uuro of rubbor 'OOld in 
co.nvll.S, DJ'ld (2) p\Ul~t\1r() of ,Pal'lVClG Pot launching TIGER by LCT ranp oxtonsion. 

(f) ~ canvas cm be dropped (by donated pno'llDatic ~pports) in throo 
soconds llIld guns brou(jlt; to ttro on D.1\Y target alJx)st 1nstantanQously. 

,. 	I Should like to oD.ko tho following rocor.norxlations s , 

(n) It is inparat~vg that no ona of tho above l~tod LeTs be loft out 
ot the ~ltllls tor DD to.nl<s on D da;y. Tho e.ssault should havo tb;) Wito ot tho tlt.\XI­
iour.l ruJount of pcrsonml w1th the t1QX1.cuo of training. . 

(b) No other corgo tru\n DD \nnks should be put aboard DD LCTo•. This 
ty:>o of tnnk is far DorO b~ than ardino.r:r am tho ackli'Uon of othor vehicles 
Crul o~ result in crovrding And danger ot waring ot tho hig~ V\U.Mrablo am all 
inportant water-tight cnJWas curtain that glvo tank its buoycncy. Is it not vital 
and pal"anount that this h:1g~ spoc1alizod type at cargo bo given overy nssUl'nnco 
of a safe launching. 

(c) All DD LeT porsonncl in tho u.It; shoW.d bo given tho r.nx1cw:l rulOunt 
ot tra~~ OJq)od1ont tn ~a tino roIltlining." , 

.. .. 	 (.~. . ~. .... 

(d) 'l'hD.t tho Amy bo. notifiod ~~at~y ot, too LC~ by mItlbal" t~t wlll 
be;) assigned tc oa.ch ttmk battIll1oh.' This 1s mpcrdt1TO 't,orMuro tra.in1ng to 
proparo f.or D ~. .,' . 

, . ~. 

• 
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(c) lnasouch as the Aroy is desirous of launching, if at all poas:!blo 
and foasible, tho DD tanks on D My, an Amy officer who is thoroug~ cognizant 
of tho lir:lit£l.tions and pcculinrities of Mid tanks should nakc tho dcoi8ion, in 
caso of rough sea, whether or not tho tanks shall be laWlChod or tnkon diJ'ectJ.y
to tho beach. 

(f') That one escort vassol with tm latest and nost Ilccuro.to navigational 
OqUipDcnt bo furnished for cVf!ry four LCTs (16 tanks). If not nw.Uablo or with­
~ut adequate ~vigational aides, the tD.l1ks be allowed to navigate DloDJ. 

(g) Tho.t the DD tanks be used on D day. 

D. L. ROCKTlELL 
Lt (Jg), USND. 
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lllL.UQU:.HTEHS 753RD Tl.NK B.~TT.~LION 

i'.PO #758, U. S. :..my 

UNIT DL.nY FOR MONTH OF :"UGUST 1944 

DiSlJOsition of b:.ttOolion (-), 3 miles north of'1U:~LI.'..NO, I Tl,.LY• (Elements,
:r:.. u Oond "D" Comp:>.nies, vicinity of BATTIPl~GLIl.. , IT:..LY) • This period spent in 
prCl)~·r-:ttion for future opero.tions, pb.nni:ilg, waterproofing of vehicles Oond 
.'TO :'tlOns, mOointen:.nce. 


5 - 6 i~ugust 


"DDII to..nks (8 "l.1I Comv'.l1Y, 8 "B" Compmy) yrcrc lo:.dcd on LCT IS. Personnel 
of both compo.rues rejoined b:.tto.lion in biVOUo.c ,:.re:t, vicinity of Qu.:.LIlJ~O. 

7 ;:..ugust 

Personnel of 11;.11 Compo.ny (m.:1.nning IIDDII tOonks 10cded on LC'l"s in H;loPIES 

H:l.RBOR.) RemOoinder of b ....tt~.lion completing prc'o"'.r:.tions. 


8 ll.uguct 

Personnel of "Btl Compcmy(mo.nning "DD" t~rllcs) 10:lded on LCT' s in N:"PIES 
IL.RBOH. 


9 ; ..ugust 


B::ttt".lion completed prcp:.r.'1.tions for opcr:l.tion 

10 :"ugust 

Personnel and vclHcles of ":.tt, "Btl, ,'mel ne" Comp:.nies, plus o.dvC'.nce 

OP Group loo.ded on LST t S in N;.PLES 1-UIDOn. 


10 - 14 :.ugust 

Enroute to FB.:.NCE. 

15 August 


The b."'.t~to.lion (-Hq, "Dtt, .:.nd Service Comp<'1.nies, [l.nct lt:{!! B.'lttcry) b.nded 
,....t BOULOunIS, ne:'..r ST. TILPlIllEL during the <L:.y. eomp~y 11;' II lOonded C'.t 0805 
,~.tt:.ched to 141st Inf1.ntry Regimcnt,Compcmy tlBI! l:.nded .:. few' minutes lOoter 
o.tt"'.ched to 142nd Inf::tntry Regiment. Compo.ny IICIr l::mded C'.t 1930 :'..tt.:1.chcd to 
the 143rd Info.ntry Heg:i.ment. The ll.dv.:.nce CF Group 0.180 bndcd "'.t 1930. 

Light opposition w:ts met on tho be:1ches used, o.lthough no troops 'were 
11.ndcd on }tED BE;~CH due to he'l.VY enemy fire fran shore inst.:.lb.tions. The 
bo.ttalion CP W.:1.S set up o.t 631312. The com;x'.nics supported the Infantry
Rogiments to which they vvere '1.tt::1.Chod. 

16 :..ugust 

ll.t 0800, tho b::.tt(l.lion CF vr·"'.iJ movcd to 620340. IIBI! Comp~J1y h:id one tD.nk 
knoclwd out during the rl~y. ":lotI, HBII ,:.nd "G" Comp-:tnios supported the 141st, 

- 1 ­
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Unit Diary (cont'd) 

l42nd and l43rd Infantry Hegincnts respectively. i ..t 1730 the CP TraG Doved to 

568357. 


17 ~~ugust 


...t 1230, the battalion CP noved to 358397 and COl'lpanies jlB;l and tiC II 
closed in the Jane area at 1330 and reverted to battalion control. The battalion 
(-) 1'10.S attached to 1st Provisional .1.rr:lored Group at 1230. The re:Jainder of tho 
day TraS spent in prop:lring for futuro operations. 

18 .~ugust 

The battalion (-) noved out at 0630 as a part of the 1s t ProviS iona1 
. .r2.lorjd Group. The Group moved fOr'iyard behind. a recormai£lflanco scroen provided 
by thtJ 117th Co.valry Reconnaissance Squadron. Route of r.kIXch: DR._GUIGHON, 
..)•.L:2R}l'.EJ, T...VERI'E.>, =.nNrKEY.i~N, and QUIN.>ON. ThtJ force cloJecl in ffi1 area 2 uiles 
sQuth1'rest of RIEZ at 1700• 

•.t 2100 it was reported by civilians that the onor;lY had infiltratod back 

into ~UINiON, and ono pl.:J.toon of COIapany IIC" and a platoon of info.ntry were sent 

back to Secure tho tOTm. They net no opposition and rojoined tho battalion at 

0630 19 ""ugust. 


. 19 ••ugu.st 

The advance ':ras resuned at 0700. Route: RIEZ, V • .LEN:JOLE, OR..ThON, PEYRIW, 
VOLOmIE, .::>L>TERON. Bofore reaching V••LEipOLE tho battalion wo.s ordored to attach 
one conpartV to a force connandecl by :.:.::tjor Gontil, l43rd Infantry, 1Th08e nission 
vmuld be to assist the FFI in the capture of DIGI'lE. The remining tank conpartV 
(ConpartV "B") continued the advanco rrith tho l[lt ProviSional ilI'I.lOred Group, 
clOSing in an area 5 uilcs rmrthl'{Cst of SI..:>TERON at 1815. 

20 .i.ugu~t 

...t ll30, the battalion (-) continued the advance via LJJ.l....G?JE, .JER1(E.J, 
.~PI1.E,), clOSing in area vicinity LU3 Lt.. CROIX Hil.UTE at 1600. One platoon of 
Conpal1y liB" ,lith othor elencnts of tho Group [loved forvTard 3.4 Ililo3 to Securo 
tho pass there. 

21 i ..ugust 

Tho batto.lion (2 platoons of Conpany "B") and tho Group C-) o.dv[lI1ced along 
tho route CH...TILIOl~, DIE, S.l"ILLj.d'~, CREJJT, PUY.;)T .:;;..RTIN, ROYi'liC, ::':J~...NNEJ to 
<.m aroa in the vicinity of CONDILLj.C o.t 2145-:· .. · .. 

22 il.ugust.:". 

By daylight 5 of too COlilparw "B" tnnks were in positions to fire on tho Il!lin 
highT,ray fron ~DNTELJ:.i;"R to LYON. Ono platoon of Conpcny "B" YTQS sent to SAUZET 
at 0930 to aSsist tho FFI. i..t 1538 ono platoon of. Co;npany "B" 1'/,::.s ordored to 
firing position botwoen ROYN..~C and PUY ST ~:;JtTIN ton8 sist the ::cl'lEILL Force 
in Securing ST ::hR.TIN and to protect the loft of tho Group. ThiS plo.toon ¥laS 
~e~easod to Conparw "B" at 2045. Conp:::ny IIcn vrith :.~cIIEILL Force crrivod PTJY ST 
-..u.l1.TIN at 1915. . 

•- 2 ­



• 

No t<:.mks '.'rerc lost, but ,3cvernl cneny vchiclc;3 neru c~cstro;"/ccl.. 'L'llu Fore,) 


,L~)lcyccl acro:x:x tho ec.:::t ;Jillu of the :.:mO~JE V".LLEY to pr()vunt thcmc:lY fron 

.:-:LtllCl:c2.T'inr; hiG forcus froLl the : ~.R.JEnLFlJ. TOULON front. En C_- lo'~c'.LLl ~lt 

'~,.~_'l'i:;'.U CONDILLi.C. 


23 ....ugust 


.~t 0900, Ta.sk }'orco BUTLER vms dissolved c.nd nll illlits 0f the: force 'woro 
:':::";.c.chud to the 36th Infantry Division. 

Conpany "Gil, reinforced (TD.sl-:: Forco :.~c.NEILL) TTV.S in divisior. :..'JSel"VC in 
til':: PlJY 5T =~ ..l-tTIlJ GrcD. to protect tho loft flank of the division. C::mpD.ny "B" 
;m~')::!ortccl the 2nd Battnlion, 143rd Infa.ntry Uog:i.nent on the right f.l.:'.nk. 

The ~.chD:;ILL Group, assi,;ted by a. platoon of Cc..,.lpany nBil) re)uliJ()d o.n cnerry 
~,,-ttL'.d: in tho vicinity of C}L..GR..C. 

The oo.ttc.lion CP 'lIn" Llovocl to PUY ST ~~.:J~l'IH nt 1615. Colonol :IC:'.rJ:lony,
l~lst Infantry, held c.'lsuI1ed cOl:JIlc.nd of the COIJDEL....C .:'.roet elncl Cc10acl Felber held 
becn orLlorcc'. to c.::sunu cOJ:lrlc.nd of tho PUY 5T ~:...ll'L'IJ'r a:cc[~. 

2h .l.ugust 

Cor.lpany "C" l:1c1.intetinod defUl13ivc pot1itionJ~ during the c:ety. 

"lot 2230 the battalion (-) Tra~j aGain o.ttetche.1 to the 1st Provi.:Jioml J.rnorod 
Grcup and YrG,] rolievocl in S T : ..t.:2'J' IH sector by the 1)~2ncl Info.ntry ~ ('oC;i;]ont • 

•~t 1230 hour,s, orders Trerc received to ('.:;senble all t~:nks o.n(~ tank destroyer' 
in t:lO vicinity of ":"NTICH.~:P c.nd to intercept em oner.lY colur.m roportccl ett GP",JJE. 
One bc.ttory, 93rcl ~>.rJ:lC)reJ Fiold .:.rtillcryR:'ltto.lion in clirect c3u:.')ort. 

:;onpc.:rry- "GII and uloDcnts of COLlpany "A", 636th rro.nk Do[,trO"Jcr :]('.tt.::tlion, 
lQ1mch~d an attack on GR,j.JE at 1400, but vrcro unsuccessful in tD.l~in:::; t:1C tovm elm 
to rub':)lo in tho stro~)ts c.nd lack of infMtry. The cOl:lpaYlY took U1) fL'jng po.'3it .. 
io:}" south of thu town but Troru forcud to vdthclrmr ju;3t before (~C'.rl~ ·c;c~,uso 
on,;;lj- :Ln.fClntr,l ',TV.3 infiltrating into thoir position. 

GOi.lpo.ny ifBit ;,upportuc1 the 143rd Infc.ntJ:"lJ at D.iI.U:::E'i'. 

C01.1;-)a11;:/ fI•• fI ntt:..'.checl to 636th Tetnk Dcstl"'oyer Battrl1:Lon ill~cfcll:::::i.VO iJosition;-; 
c. ...]trLk, tI10 DnO:J:; RIV::::R ~~ nne'> rre::1t of Cl?E.S T • 

j,'ho Battalion (Co:.',pmw IIG·!! .. (I-) ) "r0.8 rolioved by c;lc;;.10nt3 01 the 117th 
Co.VclrJr Reconn.'1i3s anco .::iquD.dron at 0210 undo r.1ovod to an a t3 :Jonbly '-'i'e.:'. 1 nUo 
oc.:;t of :..:.RJi).N~,j;3. ..rrivod thero at Ohoo. Battalion alartad o.t 01+40 to bo 
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Unit Di~ry (conttd) 

prcpo.rcd to attack to tho TroSt, noved at 0700 and. arrived in c. "Jcnbly aroa 1 ~ 
v.iles ec:.:st of CONDILLAC at 0800. Conpo.rw IIC" to Support attack of l4)rd Infantry 
on hill naSS South of LA COURCOURDE by protecting their left flc.nl:. ~.t dark the 
tcnkS returned to the a,Sscnbly area oaPt of CONDILLAC. 

Cenparv "B" in Support of 143rd Infantry RcgiT.1ont, vicinity's.·.UZET. 

Cor.1pa rw "i." attached to 636th Tc.nk Dostroyer Bo.ttalion. 

J3[,ttalion CP at 972623 

27 i"Ugui3 t 

_.t 0345, four tanlo of Conpany "C" and one Tank deGtroyor of 636th T2nk 

Destroyer Battclion waS attached to 143rd Infantry for purpose of esto.bliShing 

a roo.d block at L.h. COURCOURDE. The ror.ltl.inder of Conpa:qy "0" reno.inoc.l in reServe

tho ontiro day. 

Cooparv liB" supportod l43rd Info.ntry in vicinity of ~"l.UZZT. 

COlilpo.ny "ot,," attached to 636th Tank DeJtroyer Battalion in l.)oSition ".rest ofCn.g)T. 
Bn CP at 972623. 

28 ;m~ust 19h1.j. 

Four tanks of COr:J.parv tlC" attc.ched to l43rd Infantry, vicinity of 
CONDILL..·I.C. One tank at disposal of ~.ill.jor HolliG, 191st Tank Bo.ttalion. One 
tQnk at disposuJ. of artillery obServer. Ronaindor doadlincd. 

COr:J.pa:qy. "B" in dcfor!Sivo "poSition, vicinity S;).UZET, attachoc. l43rd Infantry • 

.nt 0400, ConparrJ 1I,b, II , 191s t Tank Battalion, one COT.1pany light tankS, 117 
th Reconnaissance Squadron and ono plntoon, 636th Tunk Destroyer Bc.ttnlion 
C<:'..l":le under Battalion control, They and X Battery vrero o.ssenbled at 993700, 
and preparod to launch attack on LORIOL bctrreen the l.:ONTELr::':'.R _ V"J,£;NCE RO.l.D 
Md the high ground to the cast. The atto.ck waS started at daybroo.k, and by 
1600 hours the tru1ks , tank destroyerS and X Battcry had taken up firing poSitionS 
on the high ground overlooking LORIOL and the highwo.y was tnkun under firo, and 
soveral vehicleS vrore deStroyed. 

It was reported tho Force 1ULBUR, ooving west along the LORIOL, CIffi..T 
RO~ had roached a point 4 kilonctcrs o~st of LORIOL at 2100. 

Bo.ttc1ion CP follovrod tho att:;.ck, c1()~ ing at 972729 nt 2100. 

COtlpany "A", 191s t 'l'anlc Bnttalion, ,tho platoon of tank deS troyerS, 6)6th 
Tank Destroyor Battalion, nnd X Battcry naintaincd firing pOSitions ovorlooking
the highwD.Y nnd LORIOL. 

Conpanies "BII ~ lIe ll vlere withc1rawnfrolJ their_poctive :)ositions during
the aorning, ClDd..assC~J vicinity 993700. 
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Unit j)inry (cont'd) 

'lot 1600 y'ord 1"[2.03 receivod thc..t ",JILBillt. Forco hc..d }J2.s :,ocl throl::;h LORIOL, 
l~Jo..(\~d -~TO::)t • 

•:..t. 161+0, ordorS nere rcc(;ivod thatc..11 nrnor VTou1d pc..ss throuGh LORIOL 

C:Llj.'~"n= tho night of ?9";30 "loUgUf3t. 


Tho pioneer vrork of the tankmon ilnu "i~" ilncl "P" p1iltoon~ 0:':: Jl':~ DC'.tt2.1ion, 
157i21 In.fCl.nt.ry on tho tro.il lending north along tho high grounJ. J 1J:lich hc..u 
bC\Jl'. ~:to.rt.)d nt lS30, waS cOLlplotod and LlOVOr.1Cmt over the tre.il :;t~'.rt>~ at 1930. 

30 .lougu'>t 

LiGht tc..nh-s, 117th R..;connaiS S anco S quarJron, an(l c:11 t,::,ruc -',0°[",1'°7(;1'3 re.. 
v()::.~i.,oc~ to cCllltrol of parent UIlit at uo.ylight. 

Battc..lion CP arriveu c..t LORIOL 0600. 

Conpanios liB" eln'.: IICII sU;JPortine; units to which th,.:;y;-roro ~~tt2,cho(~, 
o.tioccl.:c.l south between r2,ilro;,(1 anc::' HIGi-r.-i:..Y 7, nesting nractico.Uy l'lC opposition • 

...t 1500, tho battalion Yr".~3 r\;li.;v,;·~ fro,'" Jc:t Provision:.u ••TIlOro':~ Group, 
rovc.~ting to control c.f 36th Infnntl'T D~"v i ;':io1;.. 

'lot 1[330, Bo.tto.lion CP, ire ll 0.;'1" ::c ,: Conp'".rl:i..';;~ l,~ft LOinOL c..::·co. :~cr new 
:).Tco. vicinity CH.I.BEIUL, clos Ll:',; tllel'L; itt 2100. tIC.::trlquilrtors 2.11~1 ::;()l.~vico 
Cculj::mieS in 3':]1:10 ~'.rllo.. Conpuny ""~l! c..tt<-"chc,l to 14lst R-~rriLlcmt • 

•lot 1330, CO~;lX.lIW "D" left 0.1'00. vicinity Ct6.BEUIL to joir 14211c.~ Rc.:ginont. 


Conpany II.cl. rt 2tto.chod to o.rd sWJl'orting 1413 t lkgmont. 


Bo.tt<'.lioll CP vicinity C1LloffiUIL. 
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S IGlLL ••:,1l'J2X• to FI&,D O~C:JE.i1. NO (TL-nk.t.ivo) 

1. Tho uSUccl nunor~'.l,~osic;n:-,.t.i;r..s cf link si~ns 1Till r..:;::ccin in effoct. 

2. Tho fiJIIO\'rin:~ chD.nncl c.ssic;nl.l.cnts for r:'.',l,io sots, sori(.)s SC~~ 500,

';:ill ,~'-' in offoet. 


IIGutt.on Nur."bor 1 20.6 n.e. .. II Con;lrny 
i~ ~'utton Hm.lbor 2 21.9 n.e. ,jp2.ro 

:~utton Nmlbur 3 23.3 n.e. :.':'.ttclion Co;.u:ccn.~ 
;-,utton Nur:cor 4 11-:-'11 

~.23.0 n.e. CunlX'.ny 
=~utton am:1~or 5 25.0 n.e. nc" Cor:·:,.:'.ny 
=-utton Nu::,ber 6 25.4 1.:.c. ,ID" C()U~x~ny 
:.. utton iTm::bur 7 25.9 ).:.c. ::ortC1.I' PlcctOOl1* :,utton Nur:bor 8 26.7 n.e. :Jc.ttory "XiI (lTovi:Jbl1cl) 
:,utton Nunbor 9 27.0 n.e. •.ir O.P., 36th Inf. DiviSion 
::-'utton Nw.:bor 10 --:. ~7.2 n.e. ----- 636th T.D. :J<.'.tt::'.lLn COlll1[n,1 

* NOTS~ Thuso C'.ro sl)::.ro chc.nnols 1'!hich G'.y bo usc,: .:'.t the ,-:iserotion 
of tho cor.:)nny eornc.nclor if their c.ssi~nod froquonc:r is je.nuecl. 

3. Chc.nncil 70 hns boon :}lc.cu,-l un evury r,:'~:io sot. This c~l:-.:i1:i1el is 

uSce: by tho 36th Infc.ntry DiviSion ".ir Obsorvc,i;i-:'l1 iost for C'.ir-Gr'')ul1~~ C01ll] ­


unic:,ti·:n. J~'lch conrny vrill keo:) c. roc ..::ivor Itstenins cn t;1is ch"l1ncl nut only 

fer ti10 inciJontc.l infor;:c.tion to bo 7:,im 1 but So the ·,,It.nes LC'.y ~:t.rn tho t::'.nkS 

of l::'11Lcr Jiroctly thro::-toninc. 


i.rr;r observ.".tion plc.no will be ccv:'.il:'.blu to fly roccl1l1t'.iSSC'.l1CO or firiD:3 
1.:is0 icns. Ccntc.ct cc.n be l.1~10 by cC'.llinG 3 J. ~, L Z ,"DC: sivinc tho CO;]~)cny link 
siry. for ic:ontific<'.tion. Do not intorru~,t ~ 1iri'nc J~ission'-

4. Ch..".llL"101 72 h.:::8 baun :)1.:::coc.1 on ~,utton NunDai' 10 of OV01.7 r~.(~i0 set. 

ThiS is tho b.::'.ttnlion cor:l.1.:::nc.l ch~'.nnol of the 6)6th T~l1k DestroyerS :'::ccttC'.lLn .:'n 1 

ov..)r;; ~ 10 vlill be listoninc~ f~n this clnnml. 


Conpnny cOL11cnclors ..lill cont Qct tho cOLlpmy co;:: r.nc.ors cf tho 636th 
TC.lll: Dc:stro~"ors ~·:Qttclic.n 1'rho .:tre sUP1;ortinp; the Sc.l.lO roc:L:onts. They Ytill .".lTr'n:2'o 
rrhon t est:'.Llish c· nkct C.lLl tho Jotclls for closG coo1)er,:-o.tion. 

5. Tho follOlrinc c.re chcnnol nssie;ru~:ents fer oc.ch roc:;i: :cnt of tho 36th Ini' 
Inf:'11try Divisi n for rc.,:io sots SOR 300. 

141st Inf. ~~u~:L:'lcmt 142nd Inf. l~ogi;:Kmt 143rc. Inf. ~~o.::;i:.:o nt 
1st :=n. Chc.nnol 5 1st l~n. Oho.rID01 9 1st :n. Ch::'.nnol '3 
2n(: : n. -- Oh::'nnol 10 2nd ~n. --- Cl:lnnnol 15 . 2nd ~jn. --- Cll::'.nnol 21 
3r:..: ~=n. --- Ch':'.lUIOl 33 3rd ~~:n. --- Omnn01 35 3r·j ~~n. --- Oh.:'. nno1 29 
Rect. CJ;~'.c..l- Ch",nnol40 ~.. T. Co.-- Chc.nncl 38' ~i.O[~t. 00:.:,:- .Chc.nncl 25 

Bo.ch COl.ll;.'ny ....rill uso their SO~~ 300 on tho bc:ttc.lici1' Co;.::.l2nJ chc.nncl 
of tJlC infc.ntry bc:ttcclion Su;);)ortocl. Z.:::ch inf2l1try cor::;c.n.y ',ill o'~crccto on this 
ch::,nno1. 

6. Tho.$ .com;···.Iill bo in conercl uSo throu::;h out tho 7th ••r;:ry frOD 
roc;ir;.ont .:'.11:.1 sOj)Cl'nto b.:ttt:dion heaJquartors davin for uSe in rc.~;io-tclo:)hono 
cOl::.:unicc.tion. This co .10 ','rill bo uSo.:.l in corJr.lUnicc.tion vr.i.th otmr units nnd rTithin 
this ~:·c.ttr.li't'n. Tho l:nrco 00-10 will be issuel vlithin this bc.ttcl.iol1 Jut, Lmst not 
bo US Ol: oxc ,):; t ~n clire OLlorGoney • . 
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1. Tho Link uiC:,11S of .:.~~~j2..c\..!nt .units --- inf;'.ntry, c.r.:(Jrc:.~ :n~: nrtillCI""J­
- '.."ill 1...1(; issuo::.l. Thuso Link SiGns will ix) usa.'. yrhonovur rof0rinc; to 2.rry unit 
in ;,n~- 1':' _liu convOI'sr.ti ~'n or r:iJss':'f~ol coJ-.;.J or in clo~'r toxt. T11..; t(;lc)hon.; co.l0 
n.,,-:.:~s ..-ill n-.:t ~'o US.:.d. 

D. Tho loc~:tLn of tho :".::tkli n Ge;::: ::11'.1 Post uill b0 ::.J.1llounco,,1 l.::tor. 
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I-nLDQu"j~'illlLS 753!ll T".NK D••TT.c.LION : .:lccrc-G 

..PO 750, u. J. il.rr:ry 	 ;By [Luth; CG 36th Div: 
: In:LtblS 

:Dai:. 0 ...................... 
1. 	 n. Joe current intellieence r~ports. 

b. 	(1) U. s. 7th ',tlrJJY cor:pos-.;,: of ~lcric[',n ['ll::l French ic:cc()s n8 sults 
Southern Coc.st of Frnnce on "D" ri.:'.y to seize ~')orts vf TOULON 
['!lcl l~.RSEILL~, prop~od for furthor nclv[',nco inl~,n;.l tovrc.rd 
LYON 	 ~nd VICHY. 

(2) 	VI Corps (U.S.) S11')portoll by 8th iuJphibiuus Force ::,~kos c1c.y­
1i~ht c.ssult on boc.chos fr~n Cn.P C..V"J,.L~DlE to ..G • .Y, d]~loyirt:. 
3 clivisi ns nbrcst pushos ro..picUy inlcnd tc Saize =~oo..chhend 
line )ropnrecl for further o.Jvnnce to North..;c.;st, :,lo..into..ins 
contact T,ith 1st French Corps on loft c..ftor it is esto..blishocl 
aShore. 

(J) 	Provisi,-='n::.1 ••1rborne lJivisic'n c!rups pc.r<"trocps initic.11y in 
rc.:x of bec.ch defences o..t 0430 hours "D" dc.y, soizes LE ::UY 
<="n:l hiGh Ground Qrc.unl it. Glidor forcus 10.11(: in Sone nreQ 
o..t 01300 rene!. 1800 hours, "D" :.lc.y. 

(h) 	36th Info..ntry Divisic;n, roinforced, sul)portu,~ ~Jj' GroUl) 3, 
8th .cJ,lphibicus fo:':."Co, o.ssults cirj1 t benches ~.-G ;i:I:' hour ~m 
liD" 1<:'.y, colun...'1 of iWT's, ':rith 0. Jolreyocl o.ssult on left 
bO[1.ch ['.t Z huur; :Joi~us ..G..Y, .::iT rl....PrL.EL, FI?IJT)'0 C'J1d LE :iUY, 
dostroys OrlOl.ly in its zono, conto..cts Provisi0nci •.irbourne 
Divisicn vicinity 12 l.:UY l)ushus irl:l2ncl to Force: :~oo.chhe.::d 
line, propcrcd for further ~dvC'IlcO to fJorthrrest. 

2. 	 D... Tho 753rcl T,':'nk 0ntk.1ion will support tho o..S sult ,".n\.~ ['.::vcn co of 
tho 36th Division. 

b. "II" hour ::tnd liD II clo.y to be c.nnouncocl. 

3. 	 c.. CO[J,J;re!'W II.. , nttnchod to lLast Infnntry." 
b. Conpccny it"LI " , nttn'chod to 142nd Infnntry. 

c. Gor~r)r:..ny "c", nttnchocl to 143rd Infmtry • 

J. 	Sorvico Conpnny will nttilch 2 nnnunitirn trucks to iJ[,.c11 cf tho 
sub c.ttnchocl conpnnios-. 

o. 	=;m1icci Dutnchnont ylill Son 1 tylO 1/2 tr,".ck o..L:bulnnc.:.:s ';:-i th tho 
... ,clVOllCO ~~".ttc.li-n CF. 

f. ilonnindor of ;-:,~ttcl;."n in Divisi,n rosorve, prop,".ror.~ to novo to 
fc.r shor.:: un instrncticn:3 frcl.~ Divisim. 

X. 	YollovT srlQko 1';i11 be c':-crri.::l by nll nssult units, ,~.n:: be clispl.:woJ 
ujlon Q~)poo.rr'.l1C 0 of fric;n:.:J.y ':'llo.nes. 
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Fidel Orc~er8 Cant f 1. 

4. n • •~ssult cOl:manics 1Ni11 be su~;p1iod. by unit to which .:-.ttc.chcc.l until 
further 	or;lor s • 

b. 	i.sSult (xmpanic swill sutnit ~)orsonnc1 reports to rcc;i:]cnts in 
accordance with ro~~in;Jnticl instructions. 

5. a. ~.dvcnce CP" 75)rcl T.:-.nk Lattclion _ nfioc.t nboo.rcl UJJ 

b. 	(1) h.Xis Si3n.iJ.. Cor.u:.1Ullicc.tion: US::> 

Donch Green, - ST n...PILJll. - Fi1Yt,t3 - Ll!; ~.~TJ.{. 


(2) 	Cor.~XlI1Y CPt s will be ro~ortocl. 

(3) 	Soc ::>iG~~ c.nnox - to be iSsuod. • 

• 
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COlvl?:aJ.TI II:~II 

75JlID T:lllF( B;..TT...LION 

il.PO 758, u. S. l..rmy 

rT~.rr:,.tive of Comp2.l1Y It:." for the Pc.;riod 15 - 31 ::.ugust 194h 

15 l..ugust 194hz 

Second ,'1nd third pl'1toons, Compc.ny II;.", 753rd Tnnk Bntt~lion lnndCd 
H plus 5 ylith 1.ssnul t infantry. The second ,'1nd thi'I'd pI"toons 'l"rcrc equipped 
vvith DD tanks. From 1000 ynrds off shore until re!1.ching tho shore they re­
ceived enemy fire nnd our mm rockets foIl closo to vehicles. Enemy fire 
consistod of automntic Troapons nnd di.rec.t fire from n gun of undetonnined 
caliber. Shortly before touching tho boach one tnIl~(, 3rd pb.toon, 1tr.:>.S hit by 
direct fire, destroying tho C'1nvns covering and permitting \[1.ter to flood the 
engine.' However, tho tank roached shore all right. All other t~nks lo..nded on 
their objective except two t::mks of the, 3rd pb.toan .-;hich had to go bnck into 
the vmtor due to the terrain ,,-nd landed on tho right hnlf of GHEEN BEl..CH. 'f3l1ks 
were ltlunched nt hOOD ynrds; visibility \'l,').S a.pproximo.tely 4000 yards, bui( the 
bench wrts obscured by shell. bursts. The bench vns. very poor ~nd b'1rcly pnssnb1e 
for track vehicles. Upon landing the 2nd plntoon moved fO!'Vf.1.rd w:i.th, the 2nd 
Bo..ttJ.lion, 141st Inf2.l1try l1cgiment '~nd fired onm:i.chinc gun positions nnd :tssist­
ed.the inf1.ntry in moving fOI'lvrtrd. TrJ"o t'1nks of the 3rd plntoon Innded with 
the 2nd pl,'ltoon nnd imocked out .:->.n S.F. gun thnt "Ins firing on LOT 19 thnt l1ere 
disch....rging other vehicles. Other section of tho 3rd pl,'1toon :--.ttnched to the 
3rd Bnttnlion, lJ..j.lst Inf'1ntry negimont, fired on m'1chine gun positions o..nd 
moved to position on rO:-1.d"bovc y;ustnrTl end of bo~ch to ost~blish ro~d block 
Oond prevent any enemy o.tt'1ck from diroction of ST ll:i.PH.'!EL. T.'1nlm woro moved 
o.pproximately 000 yards inl.:->.nd and immodi~tely removod all DD equipment.. The 
Compo.ny Cotnma.nder cont~ctod the Hcgiment.:->.l Cpmm1.nder of the 141st Inf:mtry .:md 
nOos ordered to reconnoiter routes to the north :tnd northeast in order to support 
the :1dVc:'.ncc of the inf:1ntry. Heconnnissnnce I1~S m,'1de by company officers. 
The 2nd platqon ;novae: forwnrd through DHOMMONT and joined the 2nd B~tt.:->.lion, 
141st Inf<mtry approxi.mntcly 4 miles northonst of the tm-m. Tho infnntry was 
mounted on t.'1nks and tank destroyers ~nd'moved out on mission to establish ro~d 
block3 and cut HIGHt1AY 7 ,:1nd 3ecure HIGm:.:..y 7 from <my possible. enemy movement. 
Tqe ~nd Platoon r0o.chcd objective at 2300 hours. . 

Tho 3rd pb.toon received orders at 1300 hours to proceed to J..GAY and 
assist the 1st Battn.lion, l41st Info..ntry in cleaning up the torm. The pl[1.toon 
'ims unable to cross the river due to debris on high\'ro.y undorpnss. In the 
meantime the 1st -Battalion l41st Infant:ry moved north across mountnin r:mgc 
behind :\GAY. 3rd pl:l.toon left, MAY o.t 1800 hours to try mld contact 1st Bnttnl­
ion 141st Infnntry. on others.ida of r~n[~e, but Vf~ forced to ho.lt due to d.'1rknoss 
and bnd raid. ' 

First plr.to.:m landed H ,plus 40 on Glrrilll:r BE~iCH in llcgimento.l reserVe. nc­
mn.indcr of company lo.nded· 16')0. hours o..nd movod to ,1.ssombly nroo. 1 mile nest of 
i ...GA.I. Tho 1st platO,on followed r.outo of 3rd pl1.toon ~md n~.s to join" the 3rd 
Battalion, 14lst Inf.:mtry apprOximately 8 miles northo\1.st of AGl~Y. The 1st 
platoon halted bccC1.use of darknesG and c1.vod in rond .1.t 2130 hours. 

16 l~ugust 1944: 

The 2nd pb.toon remJ.inod in their position. noutes ~'1Cre reconnoitered by 
company officers in order to '1uv,ncc platoons to the cast and northon.st. The 
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Ihrr'"'.tivc of CO.";~II (cont1d) 

first pb.toon movod br~ck to LG,,',::' .".nd c".st ;:uong the c01.3tal rOQ,d to join 1st 

B:'.ttc.lion l41st Infnntry c.pproximately 5 niles ;'1 of U~ lTOUPIE. The pl.:ltoon 

2.dv'U1ccd with the infQntry 2.long highii~'.:r and moved :2 .)11iles C.1.st. 


Tho 3rd platoon joined the 3rd Batt,:,.lion 141st Ini':.1.ntry, but w:-tS un1.ble to 
2.s3ist them due to the tcrr~'.in. The 3rd pl1.toon I'.....S relieved from the 3rd Batt ­
:'.lion ".t 2000 hours ~md joined the company. 

:·7 L.ugust 19~4 

The comp1.ny received artillery-and mortar fire during the dQ,Y. 2nd plntoon, 
110 ch.1.ngo. The first platoon relieved from 1st BC1.ttc.liQn, 141st Infmltry :md 
the lst~1nd 3rd plo.toons moved at 2000 hours to positiqn 1 kilometer northeo.st 
of FliE JUS. 

18 i~ugust 1944: 

The 2nd pb.toon rcmnincd in position. Plo.toon leaders of the 1st Q,nd 3rd 
pl~l.toons reconnoitered routes to tho north o.nd northoast :md northwest for 
possible movement of t'1.nks in evcnt of ::m enemy counteratto.ck. 

19 11..ugust 1944. 

The 3rd plo.toon recei.ved orucrS1.t 0300 hours to move at 0600 hours to 
JOln the t2.sk force, consisting of 2 rifJ.e cOJ11p:mies, 1 platoon of b.nks, one 
plt1toon of to.nk destroyers, 8 kilom( tcr6 south of COLLL'J~ for .'1.ttnck on COLLIAN. 
Att'l.ck proceeded vcr'J sloTrly 1.nd to.nks ',Tere on outskirts of COLLlil.J."J o.t night fnll. 
1..s c...ttQck stnrtcd direct fire YT2.S rcceivcddJ.r:nging one t'lnk destroyer. Tnnks 
deployed nlong thu ron.d, knocked out o.n o.nti-tank gun en'l.bling tho attnck to con­
tinue. The platoon lC1.der of the 31'd pl1.toon yms DTA duo to onemy sniper firo} 
but n,ot hospit-:.1.lized. '1'he pl3.toon rom".incci in nasition over night to nssist the 
infrmtry. One tnnk turned over on its side ,'1.t edge of tovm. Creu uns cV1.cuntcd 
nnd joinod - the inf::tntry forvfC1.rd of their position. There 1'rns not sufficient 
info.ntry to protect dis,'1.b::tcd t::1.nk. Orde:rs 1ifOre received nt.2400 hours to tho 
offect thnt tho .comp:tny Vi1.3 reli()ved imne(iL::>.toly fCm} 1'TC1.S to .J.ssemble in the vicin­
i ty of the Division OP 10 kilometers south of DI1\GUnr:..N. 

. 20 .:~ugust 1944: 

The 3rd plC1.toon left CQLLIAN C1.t 0800 hours proceeding south to join comp::my 
neo.r FIlliJUS. i ..t this time ordera ,rere received from the rcgimcmt th1.t one plnt­
oon must return to COLLIAN to o.ssist info.ntry in clbnning up the term. The 1st 
plntoon rms sent on th1.t mission. The' 2nd ::md 3rd pb.toons closed into assembly 
3.re3. 10 kilometers south of DII.:,GUINiJlT at 1400 hours. The 1st plntoon nrrived nt 
1200 hours and only two t::mks were used in the tovm. Hcccivc.:d some sm[l.ll D.I'I'llS 

~md :\utomn.tic lifOctpOn fire. The 1st pl:J.toon relieved :.t 1600 hours :md closed in 
nsscmbly area nt 1800 hours. To.nk of 3rd pl,1.toon which h3.d turned over wns des­
troyed by enemy demolition nt 0700 hours. 

21 August1944~ 

Remained in position 10 kilomoters south of Dj,IAGUIIJAN doing nccossnry mnintcn­
anco in prop,~rr1.tion for move to join eliviSion c.t SISTEllON. 

22 August 1944: 

Comp::my moved :->.t .0630 hours c!>rOute to SISTEllON. whiolc dropped outr 
.. - 2 ­
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Nnrrnti'VD of Co. U'," (cont1d) 

nenr DliAGUINAN due to ::t burned out ·'engine. Tnnk vms left for the batb.lion 
mo.intcn::tl1ce to rep-dr. Compnny o.rrived o.t SISTE1l.0N ,'1t 1830 hours. Dist::tnce 
trnvclcd 105 miles. 

23 August 1944: 

Moved ::tt 1430 hours to Qroa 2 miles north of :..sPREfuil.N. Dist:mco tr'weled 30 
~', lles. Ul11.blo to proceed further due to short':'..ge of gasoline. 

L,omaincd in .... r::;:'.. tyro miles north of ,:~Sl'llEI,i:J\i performing necess,....:ry m.~inten:,.ncc. 
Heceived g:1S r1.t 2000 hours :'..nd WO.S ordered to procoed to C~iE8T imr.L;di'1toly. Hov(;d
7 miles to bivouac ....rea end hnlted for night • . 
25 August 1944: 

Loft1.I'oo. D.t 0600 hours enroute to Division CP'1t C~lEST. Ne1.r CltEST, 
Division officor messenger from G-3 Sectioll; 36th Division~~rrivcd with orders 
tor conp::my to proceed nith 0.11 speed to C:;iEST and report to tho Commanding Officer, 
636th Tank Destroyer Battalion on arrivnl. Alirivcd at CHEST nt 1400 hours. The 
3rd p1ntoon moved to position 2 kilometers C:l.st of GlL.'I.NE to stop counterattack 
from diroction of LORIOL. J..tto.cJc did not lU'1terinlize. 

1st and 2nd pl1.toons position npproxir!l,1.tely 6 kilometers' east of ALLIX to 
stop cxpected counter.1.ttack for the wost. iio.tt.1.ck did not m:J.torialize. The 3rd 
plD,toon vms relicVDd by the 2nd pl:J.toon :,t 2200 hours. The 3rd pl:l.toon W1.$ ordered 
to rejoin the b:J.tt:J.lion, but orders ,,-{ere ch:mgcd:md tho 3rd pl:;.toon remained in 
OUEST for the night. 

26 August 1944: 

Enemy countor1.tt1.cked froJ'll direction of ALLANCE tmT:l.ro CnEST. Tho 3rd 
pl::i.toon was ordered ,'1t 0600 hours to moVD immediately to stop countor1.ttnck. 
Enemy force estim1.ted at 3 t.1.nks 01,'J..rk IV) nnd 30 infantry. Hoad block which 
1ns eab.blished by roconn'1issancc -'"1.S overrun by the enemy. The ntto.ck 1'ms ho.1ted 
,:md the enemy "Vli thdrcw. The third platoon wi thdrei'f 2 miles and woos attached t,.:, 
2nd Battalion of 157th Infantry, nt 1200 hours. Establishod rO:J.d blocked to the 
north :md vrost of CllEST. The 3rd plntoon relieved from :lttnchment to the 157th 
Infantry nt 1500 hours to rejoin company. Section of the 2nd pb..toon ...,hich vms 
at rond block nenr ALLIX W:lS relieVDd nnd rejoined the comp:lny. The 1st pl,'1toon 
joined the 2nd plntoan in area nco..r GRl..NE to protect from attack from Trest. The 
3rd p1ntoon "rent into indirect fire position 1 kilometer e:lst of Cl!EST nnd regis­
tered on Glw!.NE. Fired W'lS directed by the platoon le:J.dcr of tho 1st plntoon. 

27 August 1944: 

The 2nd plntoon and 1st platoon remninc:cl in position 2 kilomctors cnst of 
Gll..lNE. The 3rd plntoon in aron 1 kilomoter ",{cst of CliEST. Company moved at 2000 
hours into GUAIJE 'J..nd prcp1.red for D.tt:.ck in dir:_ction of LOlnOL. Heconnnissance 
mn.de by plntoon lC'J.der for routes to YlCst of CHI.ANE. 

\ 

28 August 194!p 

Loft G11i.NE nt 0700 hours c'lrr;yine; ini':;.ntry on vehicles. The 3rd platoon 
in 1c:ld fo11ormd by second::md 1st pl'1toone in roserve. The 3rd plo..toon o..dv:lnccd 
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Narr'1.tiVD of Co. II;.." (cont ' d) 

:1.stridc main road to LOIU01. The 2nd platoon moved to 'l p'lrallel road 1 kilometer 
to the ;3outh of the; 3rct platoon. il.t r'.poroxim"ttely 6 kilometers cast of 101110L, 
the 3rd platvon r()ceived small ",rms fire <'IDd ono t::mk vns observed by :1.n infnntry 
officer. The; 3rd platoon deployed 1.nd attempted to make cont'tct. Tho platoon 
le:1der's t2.llk fired at inf::mtry .::.ncl the suspected t,1.nk IJosi tion. Terr1.in vm.s vroll 
suited to defense 1.8 hills rose to the south side of thu ro".d ::md the country to 
t.he north was very opcnMd exposed to enc.;T'1Y fire. The ;:nd pl1.toon moving north 
~o"-de cont".ct 'with tho 3rd plntoon nt that point. Two t:mks of the 2nd plntoon 'ltt-, 
~mpted to fJ.1.nk enemy p(Jsitions mld platoon le<1der's t:1nk vms hit in final drive 
hy diroct fire. Um.ble to 10c1.te the enemy positions artillery fire :1.nd direct 
~'irc from tho 1st plntoo,n vr:lS pl:1.ccd on suspected enomy positions. The incident 
cJccurred '1.t npDroxirn'1.tely 1200 hours. Prepared to Iltt,'lck :"t 1600 hours, but att",c~ 
\,as postponod to 1645 due to lnck of coordin.....tion. Moved. out .'l.t 1645 hours. Third 
1;1".toon on right moving across fl'lt ground to the north of ro'lcl recoived small am,' 
:,nd direct fire frOID their right. front. fire nets returned but the pl.....toon le".der'c: 
to-nl:: ';rns knocked out by direct fire. The enemy gun f1.'1sh ym.s located r..nd the 
pl"1.toon pl:->.ced heavy fire on th::tt location. No more fire Yln.s received frO!'! th.....t 
position. ~...t this time 1.10 ,Tere orc:cred to est,'lblish n defensive position rmd hold 
the high ground to the south. Positions coordin<"1ted 17ith inf'1ntry for night dcf€:n: 

29 ilo.ugust 194L: 

ncceived orders <"1t 1300 hours to J-tt,'J.ck vJest of LOIJOL. Ho opposition. 
Enemy tnnks YTOre' he3.rd :It 0530 hours but wc m'1de no cont:::ct I'dth thcm. Cont:J.cted 
l43rd Inf::mtry in LOHIOr. ::md rl7:l.s ordered to assembly area cast, 1 b:i.lcm:ter .fron 
LanIOL by tho COInmC'.I1ding Officer, 636th 'l'<"111k Destroyor Batt:->.lion. l1cceivcd orders 
to O-tto.ck west thru LOt,TOL Cot 1830 hours. ·L:est of LOnI01 "\ire reccivcd very heavy 
small arms nnd automatic weO-pon fire. Hcli(;vcd at 1930 hours and vrore orderecl to 
join l41st Inf':U1try nonr C~LEST - HON:..NS ro::td. CODpany nevi consisting of' 8 t!mks 
attc.ch(;d to 1st Battalion, 141st Inf3.nt1:"lJ Hcgimont. Joined the 1st B:J.tta.lion, 141si 
Inf3.ntry :J.t 3 mlos south of CHABEUII· at 2400 hours. 

30 i~ugust 1944: 

Moved out ·::-.t 0600 hours follorring r(;~crvc comp:J.ny of lsi.. lhtt::>..lion by 500 
y.:'.rds. Irovod by route's to :Jouth and e.-:;:;t of CIL'illb1JIJ.J in order to by-pnss the 
toym. Mounted info.ntry on t::tnks ~'.t 1100 hours o.s no cont'l.ct Tlith tho enomy h:J.d 
beon mndo. P3.sscd thru 3rd Batt3.1ion rlnd movud into BOUl1G DE PE.tGE nt 1250 hours. 
l..t lPOO hours tho 2nd plntoon estnblishec". roc.d block 5 Idlomc;ters Trost of 
nml:I.NS still attached to 1st BC1.tt'llion l!.J.lst Inf'l.ntry. Hest of comp::my in 
negimcntr~l reserve o.nd bivounc area eastern edge of nOlItUJS. 

31 August 1944: 

One section of the 1st platoon moved to V:~LLENCE to join holding force there, 
other sections of 1st pl1,toon ilttachod to 2nd Bntt ....lion 14lst inf,'lntry for mopping 
up area vrest of VA1LENCE. First pla:toon roli'::ved'1nd joined company which n,'lS now 
in biVOUc.c 3.reo. on e'1stern edge of BOUim DE PE.'I.GE. The 2nd pb,toon relieved at 
1200 hours ::md joined comp::>..ny in bivounc :lrOo.. Iloceived orders to coni{".ct 2nd 
B3.tt3.1ion in preparation for move to tho north. 

• - 4 ­
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COl'IPANY JIB II 

753RD TANK BATTALION 

Narrative of "B" Company for 15 Augu;,t to 31' August 1941+. 

TheL.C.T1s that the assault plp.toons of the comparwwas on Trere alerted 
at 1230 on D-Day anc~ prepared to beach. ·Red Beach was subj~cted 'to an intense 
navc,l artillery barrage and the assault troops were ready:'to jutnp off. The 
COJ1:i:anding General, seeing that the enemy opposition still remained, ordered the 
c.J;~c;rnate pIa!) to. be put into effect and the company landed on Gi~J!;H BEACH a 
1'1011 established b~aehhead at 1530 hotU"s 'and joined the l42nd I¥C'.atry of the 
36-1:.1: Division. 'Su.ppovting that unit, they moved inland: " . . 

The move inland was executed in column, wit:l the infantry on foot. The 
routo channelized the tanks, but little enemy re~istance was met. During the 
c()ur,e of the daY1 six'shots were fired and one machine gun was destroyed and 
trenty prisoners "taken. ;: " 

AUgust 16, thS3 comparw j1fIDped off at 0530, iIi an, attack on l~iChgI-ound
north of FREJLD, stJ.ll channelJ,zed due to terram. ' LJ.ttleoppo:nt:Lon ...ras met 
until we reach our objective. The comparw was split,up into two sections, one 
going on, an assaUlt to FREJU3 and the other supporting the infantI""J '!?y flie 
froLl D. hilloverloo~ing their objective. Due to the terrain, it Tra8 impossible 
to give them close support. Both objectives fell and the' COIDpaI\}r reassembled in 
an area northwe~t of .F'.REJU> • One tank was J,ost. ' , . 

. ' Believing that enemy resiste.nce waS crumbling in that' vicinity, it Was 
decided to f6rman·armored collunn and procoed tovmrd tho tovnn of L~ PUGET •. The 
3rd Battalion of the l42nd Inf&ntry Regiment, ~-oaded o'n the tanles and we jumped 
off at 1600 hours.' . >­

! ,,' I 

ThecolUIIll'i proceeded ~bout thre~ mil-es :Y(h~.n ,tl'.\~.' ene~: started shelling 
the road. .' Tl1er ~i1fantry disembal"ked and the' "tanks ;Q.eployed ..an both sides of the 
rOD.d. i A batwnrof etienw artlllery was tlpotted. and deptl"oyed by tank and' artill­
ery fire-~ '.. In :that action the comparv tanks' accounted for two Marlc IT tanks, 
ono artillery T~:tec~, ope anununition dump and a truck. Tho infantry ,continued 
tho attack on f09t Wldoccupiod thetovm bf LE PUGET at 1900 ho'tU"s, supported 
by tc.riks. 'One officer was wounded in this 'action. . 

.' . On tho morning of 17 August 1944, the comparw left ar~a ne~ LE PUGBT at 
0600 vrith olements of the l42nd Infantry riding the tanks. Our ni:Jsion was to 
contC1.ct fort-fard e~'8ments of the 45th Infantry Division and the parntroopers. 
This contact ..ras innde ~t 0700, south of ,LE 1Jl1JY. TJ:le infantry disoiJ.or.rkod and the 
COU).1.ny moved to an ar~a northoD.st of. LE MVY, joining IIC.'~ Comparv of this 
Bo.ttdion.· No enemy l"esistance waS met. .. .. 

Tc.sk·Force BUTLER was formed 18 '-.A.t.1944 "and tho .compc.rw 1'r['.8 <7.3signod to 
it., . The trtnks loft the area at 0745, protecting thero[1.r of the D.ri.lOl'od column. 
Tho tovms -'of DRAGUlGAN and 3AL.ARNES wary pn$.~1cd thr,ough o.nd tho cohunn stoppod 
for tho ni'ght one inile 'south ·of IU¥Z.: NQ anOmY. resist.1.nco 1ms oncotUltorcd. A 
dist[1.nCG' of-fifty-three' milD'S wn..s 'c:overad., ' . '" 

• ~'. t,' . . 
.", : 

Still as a part of Task Fo.rceBUTLER.,- the. ,comparv left the nron sou'th of 
REISon tl1c,morning of tho 19th }:lha:tr~:yplcd·firtymi1Gs, thrOu.eh bec2utiful count­
ry, stopping for. the' night threo miIesnorth ,of S);.)TERON. The rUssion of the 
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ilEit Compaqy Nnrrativc, Aug 15--Aug 30 (conti d) 

COJ:liJaqy WOoS stUl securing the roal' of the armored column and c.t night putting 
up road blocks on important roads. No resistance. 

August 20, 1944, tho I.P. vms cl'ossed at 1130 and tho coll.l~n continued 
in c. north\.,esterly diroction passing through the towns of RIBIER, L4.G:ANI, 
.3:;:;11.."1Th, LA FAURIE, ST. JULIEN-EN BEAUCHERE. Column stopped for the night nt 
1600 hours and compnny bivouaced on mile north of LES LA CHOIX HAUTZ. Throo 
tc.nks 'wore sent out on road blocks to tho north nnd VTest. Forty miles wero 
covered nnd no enemy resistance was met. 

August 21, 1944, the compaqy, as a pm of Task Force BUTL:::R., continued 
to ro:l.l in a wGsterly direction, pessing through the tovms of Gk~:nLGE, CHATILL­
101: - EN - DIOIS, SAILLAN, rIE, CrusT and pulled into an nrea one me vrcst of 
l.i..J:o.b.lliN:d: at 1700 hours. The t<lnks of the 3rd platoon worQ sent to n point over­
looking the main highway to the west out of hliONrILniAR noar the to"lm of CLIOlliELaT 
c.t 1900 hours, as a road block, while tyro tnnks of tho 3rd platoon Hero stntioned 
at a road junction two miles from the tmm of SAUZET. No enell\Y resi[:tance rrc.s 
met c.nd Sixty-seven miles 'VlQrc covered. Tho balance of the compuI'\Y bivouaced in 
<.'.n c.rea mnr MABSANNE • 

.August 22, 1944, the compaqy vms relieved from Task Force BU'.i'LER nnd 
c.ssigned to the l43rd Infantry Regiment of tho 36th Infantry Division. The 
tnnl::s on roadblocks ncar CLIOtDELAT and SAUZET remained in pos ition. The tanks 
c.t CLIOU3ELAT opened firo on oneII\Y" convoys going north up tho TIU'.in highway at 
1000 hours and destroyed fourteen vel~cles and one anti-tnnk gun. 

The 1st Platoon left company area at 1530 hours Oond moved through MARSANNE 
to n point overlooking PUY ST. MARTIN nnd the entire vo.llc.-.y to the south and 
rre3t. An enOll\V motor column was intercepted thero and was fired u~Jon by tanks 
Clnd elomentsof Task Force McNEILL corning from CREST. Company tc.nlc fire dostroy­
ed five enomy vehicles. Task Force McNEnL relieved tho tc.nks wo. they returned 
to.the company nrOn. 

liso at 1500 hours, the 2nd platoon loft compaZW Ooren end lrith elements 
of the l41st Infantry, seized and outposted the tmm of SAUZET. Slight eneII\Y" 
resistance was met. Second platoon and to.nl<:s of the first plOotoon on roadblocks 
reno.inod in pOSition for the night, outposted by infantry nnd UAqul:J. 

Tho throe tankS of the 1st platoon on roadblock nenr CLIOlJ.:.iEL.ii.T firod, 
eluring the day, on enemy traffic on highway and destroyed six hec.vy oncDlY" 
trucks loaded with QlDffiunition and fUbl. One vehicle of second pIc.toon vms 
destroyed in tovm of S1.UZET at 0530, 23 August 1944 by S .P. firc.'l'rro men 
VTure vrounded. The compnzw vms reli,eved from attachment to 143rd 1nfc.ntry and 
c.tto.ched to lUst Infantry at 1100 hours • 

.dJ..l available tanks "'rore assembled in an aroa one mile eClst of C" ~l.UZET. 
The throe t~.nks of the 1st plc.toon on rOCld block neClr CLIOl.6:gLJa rC:l1U'.ined in 
position and destroyed one Mnrk IV tank. 

The 2nd nnd 3rd platoons moved forward in direct support on tho 2nd 
Bc.ttolion, l41st Inf<ll1try Regiment in an attack on liONI'ELDIAR at 1730 hours. 
The nttack advanced to the tovm of DES ~.iAru.L3 and h.:l.lted for the night ~ Heavy 
smill [l.nllS and spasmndic artillery fire vms encountered. The enemy Tras trying 
to Trithdruv{ his troops and vrn.s in n dGspcratc situation. He fought back fierc~ly. 
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•
"D;l CompartY Narrntive, IS ~iug.--Jl .iug (cont1d) 

The torrnin yms general~ suited to t~lnk operntion3 • 

Tho tanks and infnntry more clOl'lely consolido..ted their ~)o3itions on the 
morning of 24 August and prepared for further attack. The atto.ck jUlll~cd off 
r.t 0700 hours and progres'sed slm'f1y. Tvro of our to..nkS vrcro destroyed by eoonw 
.3 .P. fire and due to intense en~ mortnr and D..!'tillery, the r..tto..c!~ stopped. 
Tho enenw countornttacked o..t 1415 hours and by 1800 hours, the 2n(~ Bo..ttalion 

1'."':'.8 Qlll'1'ounded. Three tanks, left on roo..db1ock in S1.. UZET 1'fere sent into ntto..ck 
on OllOrrw troopS on right rear of the 2nd BattJ.1ion and Succeeded in broclcing 
tr.:--.p. The battalion startod vdthdro..wing at 2000 hours, covored by firo from
to..nl~. All to..nkS vrithdrcw' o..ftor ill friondly troops had pnssed. In this o..ction 
one onOlrry tank WaS destroyod .:md 20 priSoners co..pturod. Tanks Trithc.1ro1'r to 0..
~)03ition rrcst of ll.i,;."RSil.NNE. 

august 2$, 1941+, tho compartY, loss throe tnnkS, lTent into 0.. dofonsive 

:)osition, Protocting tho regiment I S left f10..nk. PoSition o..ffordod compo..l1Y 

commo..nding vie~'[ of vo..lley to the south., Throe tanks of the 3rd pldoon 10ft 

nre.::.. r.t 1300 hours and Supportod the 1st Battalion of tho 141st Infcntry Regim­
ent on o..n attnck on LA COUCOU"rlDE. Tho tmm vmS to..kon o..t 1800 hours. Tho onolI\V 
COl.U1te:ro..tto..ckod c.t 2300 hours o..nd dostroyed ore tank by S .p. firo. Tho tllO 
rel7k.".ining tnnks destroyed ono onenw to..nk. Tho bc,ttcl.ion vr.i..thdrOYF .:end t.:enksroturned to o..roa. 

AUguSt 26, 19lili, tho to..nlcS rOIl1D.inod in dofensivo poSition on loft flank 
of 141S t Regiment Soutlmest of NiJfihNNE. Two eIlOl1\Y Mark IV t.:enlcs T!ero dostroyvd~J to..nk fire. 

J1.ugust 27, 1944, tho tanks still romained in a defensive ~osition south­west of MAffiil.NNE. 

J-l.ugust 28, 1944, the company, loss four tanks of tho third )lntoon, romined 
in defensive position. The third plntoon, 'Supporting the 3rd B.::ttclion of the 
141st Infantry Regiment ctt<'.cked the tovm of LA POlE, soutwcst of I;:,.wJI.NNE. 
Heo..vy oncnw resistance 1mS met and 'OnD tcnk Wi,S destroyed. Tanks were relieved
<lfter o.ttack (lnd returned to aren. 

oJ ix tnnkS, three of the 1s t platoon and throc of tho 2nd pl,:','::'oon, left 

dcfc:nsive position near ~..:!.R3i..NNE aT 0815, 29 august, and moved to the tovm of 

S.t..UZET. There, the 2nd Batto.1ion of the lLlst Infantry loaded on the vohiclos 

.:end o..ttv.ckud the ,tovm of 5T. liJillCEL LE3 - S...~UZET at 1000 hours. The torm wo.s 

to.ken nt liOO hours cnd no enemy resistance vms mot. The kro plo.toons returned 

to o.rea near i·,J..fuANi-JE, whorc, the company vms rc;lieved from dtnchnont to 36th 

Divioion nnd attachod to Tv.sk For'co BUl'LER. ' 

The compv.IIy left 11illSJ"NNE at 121$ hours dndmovod by convoy to the tovm 
of ::miANDE, arriving at 1330 hours. Loft MIRUil..NDE at 1500 hours .:end moved to 
CL10U3 CLAT, where tanks bivouacod and crcrTS" "'dth :pickS nnd shovcJJJ improved 
LlOuntnin trail loading to the tovm ot tORIor•• ,Tho· enemy Shelled the rrorking
p['xty tvdco, but no C~S1Ul.ltics Troro sustained. ' , 

,Thctnnl{5'left the L!rO~ nwnr CLIOWCL.tiT at 2000, hourG along built-up 
rand to LaRIOL, w'hore vrc ,'1'0;1:'0 attached to th.e 1st Battalion of the 143rd Infantry
R~giment. Tho 1st platoon moved into 1lJi. II Company I S aro'<1 nnd. the 'second p1ntoon
moved into "c II Comp.:1n;y's nrev. for tho night. ".' , 
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liD;: Comparw Nnrrntivo, aug 15 ... Aug 31, (ContI d) 

Tho two platoons jumped off nt 0600 hours, 30 .ti,uguGt, su:.;po: . .'tin.g if.ll. II nnd 
:fC il Compnnios , respectively, gonoro.lly to tho wast nlong tho south bc.nk of tho 
DROm; itIVER. Very Sl~ght 'enemy re3 i s to.ncc vrc.S met c.nd mc.ny priSoner:::; noro tnkcn. 
The c.ttnck sYiung south [!t RHONE RIVER and continued until contc.ct ',-2,'~ go..inod 
-.-,-it: 1 tho 3rd Inircrrtry Divis ion puShing to tho north fron 1IONTELI1:'.n.. Gonto.ct 
':IC'.':3 Dc.dc at 1.530 hours and tho; compc.n;y thon 0..38 embled in are[! Y;cst 6f LORIOL. 

The cODpany V{[!S roli<JVcd from tho 1S t Batto.lion and att[!choc1. to' tho 3rd 
Bc.-t/~c·.lion for a movomcmt by convoy. Tho COrN0Y 10ft LORIOL at 1900 hours, o..nd 
{'ol=oi'Ted tho IDD.in road, south of the. DRCU1: RIVER to CRBPT o..nd thon :'h-rung north 
to ·.n ::eroo. five i,u1oS north of CRElT. . > 

On 31 .ti,ugust, 1944, the company loft the arco.. north of Cr~T, cr!r17 ing 
tho 3rd Bc.tto..lion of the 141st InfL'.ntry on vohicles nt 1330 hour:> Lnd tr[!vclcd 
LfO j.:i1c;s to the tovm of LJ~ Gfu~ND .sERH.L~; meoting no dnemy reS istence. . 

Cnsualties Inflicted On Enemy Due To ;~l This .i.ction 
. 

31 vehicles ··-------l.Iisc • 
1 S .P. Gun 
1 Light tc.nk 
6 ~.Ic.chino g1ID nucJts 
2 ~nti':'tai1k: b'1.lI1'3 

11 Lk,rk IV to.nkS " 
1 ~ition'dump 
1 Hnlf-tro..ck 
2 Pill boxes 

.5 tc:.nk:"; complctc;ly de3 troye;d 

·2 dc.mgod (k'nks) 

1 Officer lCL1. 

2 Eli KIA 

2 EN 1.r:u. 
1 Officer "i.IL.. 
9 illj 1'lIL.• 

• 
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COLPi"NY IIC"

75.3RD T.".NK B..TT• .1ION 

...PO 758, u. 0..>. ..my 

Narro..tive .of Conpnny !lC II for Period 15 - 31 i,uguS t 1944 

lL~ ••uguGt 1944­

3rd·plc.toon diSeI:lbarkod fron LCT at H plus 90 f.1inutes , C.ttC.9lcod to....r.:trd. 
s TEOUR.loJ Trith 2nd Bo.ttnlion 143rd. 1S t plo..toon disenparkod fron I.J..-T D"t H plill> 

l:ours) and joined tho' 3rd nenr BOULOU'.tiLS. 1st ho..d ;received prdors froIl Regir;J.ental
J')'~l.<k.".llder to bJl)aSS strong point being ....rorked 9'n .oy 3rd and procoed to join . IIGH 

.:;(); ,~)C'.ny, but rro.s 'ordered into area. rri th 3rd by Div:i.s!on Cor.u:nndcr. 

2nd Platoon disenbarked at H plus 10 hours and joined other tFo plat06~,
but '..-o.s not able to engage in fight ·becau:,e of ID.c1c of roon in the vicinity of tho 
stroilg point. ...fter initic.lly hitting tho strong point, the tnnl:s did not ho.ve 
c.ny ini':'.lltry :::m))ort until thcy nere i"rithdrc.rm after darkness. To.nl:s. fired o.nd 
n~~l1euvered in tho vicinity of th.o SP. until practico.lly all resisto.nce he-'.d ceased. 
The only resisto.nco left o.t dc'.rkr1i3ss Tras froLl a drainage ditch running to the .. 
Soo.. ond parnllel to it for o.bout· ·50 yards. It ~.,as jJ:1poSSiblo for t.::..n2:s to tako 
co.re of this .nrott and thore TmS no inf.::ntry- in the vicinit.y of the t2111cs to cloan 
it out. One platoon of info..ntry vms cont2cted about lOO·yo.rd0in rC2r of the tanks 
at do_rknoss. Tho infantry cOL1I:ll'.nder s,l.id thv.t his preSent poSitilll1 ';[C.S tho T.10St 
fnvorablcfor hin to h91d at ni:;;ht. The tankS Troro 1".'"ithdraTIIl to 2.Yl ::'.:'ov. o..bout 75 , 
Y2rdS to hiS rear.' TankS nere Serviced 2nd GOLlpany Cor.mander reported to 
ROGiaental Conw:mdor. 2300 hourS conpo.ny ordered to join rogir.lcnt. Unkncvm 
nlL:ber ,f GGrUtn.J kil1e:!. 26 ~'riscncrn t::Jwn, 

16 :.ugu:ot 1944 

Conpo.ny lcftareu 1/2 nile ee..st of BOULOUR]3 ut 0030 to join 143rd in .. 
o.ssCLlbl;y area 2 niles cast of ST R...PH..:.EL. ..t 0600 coupany reported to ilEir . 
COL!)~ny CP,'ecnpaqy to .......c.rk r;i th thor: in&.ttllck en 3T RJ,.PI-Uili.L.:JS:i Con;:)[1.llY Cor.m.:.... 
D.. nder kneTr nothing of attnck •.. Tnnk Conpnny COJ:1nander .found B2ttv.lion Commander, 
2nd Battnlion. Plt1.ll of attnck 2.S fol101'18: 1st plc.toon to TTorle with ilGII COJ;lparv 
on e:xtrcne left; 2nd platoon in center with "Ell Conpany.; 3rd platoon on right 
working v;ith IIFII Conpnny; 3rd platoon on right TlOrking Trith IIFii COD~.)any. Battnlion 
att2ckir,g due 1;roSt into the tmm. Each conparw had 2 streets to cover. Tho tDnks 
were Split up - a tank Section with an ;infnrrtry platoon d01"m bach street. It vm.S 
inpos.ible for tho taIlks to. vrork off the Streets except on the outsl:irtS ·of the 
torm. .i.ttnck Starte_d nt oaOO,hours • Very little oppoSition TraS encountered and. 
t2111:s TTOre asserlbled in ST RJ~P&.EL at 1030. ht 1300, 1st platoon TTO.S sent to Red 
:Ceach l'rith 3rd Bo.ttc.lion vritlj the.r.li~Sion of napping up the beach defenses. 

. . 
The l">t platoon' Supportod' tho 3rd Battalion until it TraS itl~)oS']ible' to 

go ..:my fo.rther forl'{urd duo to narShy ground. THO tanks I'rcro S tuel(1, but pulled 
out. 3rd platoon ordered to rejoin conpany at 1630. Did So at FREJ1.P • 

2nd and 3rd platoons' joined tho'2nd Battalion nnking tnctical road narch 
to seize CiliP DES C.t1.LS - cloun:!-ng out arw enony strong points enrouto, nission 
cOi::tploted at 1730 ... no eneny rosbtance C1ncountorod. Conpnny.:ts:; Ol;lblod under 
reg:i.nental control c;S nobile reso:t'Vo at 558395 • 

.. 
3 pill boxes destroyed by 1st platoon, 2nd o.nd 3rd plo.toon.s destroyed 4

r.1O.chine guns, 1 artillery piece. 

oym lossos - 1 nan slightly injured. - nQthospito.lizod. 
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Nnrrr:tive cf Co. IIC" Cant I d 

17 ~'mgust 1944 

Company left asc:eobly area at 1345 and traveled to nev; nso m:lbly area 

4 1/4 r.lileS Northw'est of LE liUY cloSing in new' aren at 1600. Ror.minder of day 

s~)cnt doing naintenance. No contact with encr.w. 


1.S J~ugust 1944 

Coopany n part of 1st ProviSional Anlored Group. Left nS-'cwbly area at 
('700 going North,'reSt to REIZ with 1s t Ph.G. 1St PAG r.w.rched through DRn.GUIGNAN, 
, • .LBIUff}:l, LlONTLEY~~N, QUI!Po N, going into deiens ive poSition for the night 2 Lliles 
~'outhoaSt of REIZ· - No contact with the cner.v. At, 1915 1st P.b.G CO!Jr.l£l.nder ordered 
!_st ~")lntoon infrntry, 1 platoon tanks back to QUINSil.N for the night to keop 
sU~~J)ly route open. No contact at. that point with the enarw. COT.1)<lny alerted for 
Uo.vo o.t 0700 the next Dorning. 

19 ~.ugust 1944 

h. snaller tnsk force, conSisting of 1 infantry conpany nnd 1 t.:l.nk 
cor.ll.")nny plUS 1 light tank anQ. 1 liB arnored car, organized under cor.u:mnd of 
i...:r.jor GentU. 1st P.i..G left [',:rea at 0700 noing north. Due Hest of .DIGNE at 1200 
the Gentil taSk force 'waS' orgnnized and given the r.lission to go e<lst to DIGNE to 
destroy any Gernan defenSeS .in that area. Slight reSiStance vro.s !:let nt I:.u.YALI 
which TinS quickly overcone. TaSk forcereached DIGNEat 1830, contl:'.cting reqonn­
nissnnce entering DIGNE from SouthYrest. The two forces took about 500· prisoners, 
coq)lotclyfro0ing tho tOYI11. TYro platoons of tm1kS Vlore put on road- biockS on 
the 4 roadS leading out' of the tovm. 1 tcmk Section and 1 Sqund of infnntry on 
ench block. The rcnnindcr of tr.nks and infantry held in nobile reserve. Conpany 
r.~~ched 42 mileS. 

,­
20 _l.uguS t 1944 

Company with Gentu task force, left Dlmffi to rejoin the bt PAG at 

0915 closed in bivo\Ul.c area 4 nileS West of VEYNE:-J at 1830. 51 nileS traveled. 

No contnct. 


21 - 22 - 23 August 1944 

See report of lIcNeill .Task Force. 

24 ·..ugust 1944 

COr.lparw rerlained at PUY uT L~TIN in DiviSion Reserve with nission to 
defend the PUY ST w.:..RTIN sector against eneoy penetration, Tr'.l1~·· plr.ced on 
road blockS leading into PUY JT l.~TIN outpoSted by COr.1pll.IJiY "Gil 143rd Infantry. 
One platoon, COl:u:mnded by Lieutenant .h.nderson COIJ.Darw "C" 753rd Tnnk Bnttnlion 
.:l.ccoI:lpanied Engineers 1900 to bridge along route Southwest frOl:l CwON to BON 
LIEU to prepare salde for del:lOl1~inn . providod eneny in force attonptcd to atkck. 
No action encountered. 

25 ~l.ugust 1944 

COI:lpll.l\V remained in defensive position at PUY3'l"lI...RTIN until 1330 - at 
which t:U.le company as "etlblodapproxinately lQOO yards North of PUY S T l.II.RTIN .. 
1430 c cr.lpany noved north alone route PUY ,.IT ,: ~ffiTIN ... ,CRi:',SiT to 're ad.$ 2 1/2 r.rU'cS 
SO....'.t!1 t.o CRE--- T - :\Tedt at C~08:J ror:d to GR..IN. _ ~:isaion of corlpar.w '::~'.:; to Otrikc 
f1.:'.::.k cf cneqr I.10Ving'.th o..long }[(ClHl:1AY 7' iu tl10 Gi",:••"3octo-r • 
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Ile.rrc.tivo c.f' Co. lIC i( Cant t d. 

CO,.li.)C.:W :IGiI 143rd Infontry noved in calunn to croSS rOQds ::::.t \'Thich t.ino ono 
)lc~to\!n CO,J:'.lc.n<led by LieutcmQnt Goldon continued north to 1/2 r:ilo :]outh of 
C?...:J..> T to forn rOild block on route lcC'.d.ing northeo.3 t froLl GR."Ul to 8~iYT. 
FOl.l.::.inder of forco Llovod vroSt in colur:m until conto.ct was nc.do '\,-itll 117th 
B.oconnQisso.nce SquQdron ilt T:hich tine a}')proach mrch TlaS as'"uned r,-ltll )lc.toon, 
l.~,.:j_i:l hody etc. Uym approching GR..HI, ele:'~lCnts deployed north c.nd south of road to 
~. G:~:'.c1: GR.IN. Ono enc:uy tc.nk c.nd S P gun dostroyod plus approxiuC'.tely 50 ;,JerGonnel. 
',nc CCr.1PL'.lW nc" t~.nk destroyed two wounded (Lt. Thonp30n and one 0l11i8ted Gan) 
.)'1,) enlisted D.?n killod in action. No action by Lieutenant Goldenl:J ro:'d block 

l.•.tocn. 

;.t 1800 roceived iafor;'.12.tion of pO~)'iblo enon;y cutting roc.d to our rm.'.l' • 

.. I~ J.930 conpany vrithdre1'{ to points 4 kilonetor:J Southeast of GR..:Cjf to tako up 

('ofons iva poSition to defend network of r01l.ds "nd v!~~lley o..lon[,: cnouy o..p.)roL'.ch .. 

/0 c.ction .'3oon. 

26 ;.ugust 1944 

.:.t 0130 forc~ loft defensive position 4 kilonoter8 sauthoc.3t of GP",.IN to 

0..3 .o;Jbly area 6 kiloncters "rest of PUY J l' J .. ..1TIlJ. 0715 forco loft ".oJ:J cnbly area 

to contact 143rd Inf:.:.ntry Rogi2.ont at 0800 cont.:;.ctcd 143rd Inf2ntry RogiL1cnt <'.t 

1.4.l'1J... rUE tankS noved to clo:3ing in area 2 kilonetercl SOllth of CO"lDI11...C. Force 

1 :::cct:\on to.nks Supported 2nd Battdion 143rd InfantI"J 1n SecurinG rond net ;:md 

dOdin:Jtrir,n grolmd north of CUIJDIL1••C on Hlmr.7H,Y 7 - (1 s cction k.:"11~c coup,-:ny "C" 

ro:c~ block - nartln':83 t COiJDI1L.C [Cgc.inSt po:3S iblo onc!lW l.nfiltrcltion ( no action)) 


TankD ;;l11Y~lOrhng "L" and ilL" COUPalW (2nd Batt~ion 143rc1.j c.ttack '-"outh­

T;est, fired on encmy k.;i.llirlg o.proxil.lately 150 per30illlel. Darknes8 2.)peared 

before uission conplotecl. 'ranks <1iisenbled 1 kilonetor East of COlrJIL1JcC. 


27 ...uGust 1944 

.tit 0330 one platoon plus 1 tank destroyer 636th T.D: J.eft aSCc;',lbly arca 
to establish COI'T.DILL~.C road block, t::>lcen by inf[mtry durine:niE;ht. T.?nkS arrived 
nOTi pO:lition to learn th::.t r02d block still not taken. ThuS t:'.l12:' rcmained 
iru:~ctivc throughout day <."md niGht. Ren.::cinclcrof conp2ny ron:lll1:)c1 in oJ)~onbly 
(:,1'8<'": 1 IdloY.1oter East of COJJDILL....C. 

23 .t.ugu')t 1944 

Four tanks to be used as road blocks rerlained 2 kilcneterc ·:ic'.'t of 
CC :0IL1 .• C in position to defond road net leading Ee.!'1t fron CO;.;DIL:s._C. Ronainder 
of forc'] at 0500 noved North to assenbly area at LIRJIDE. CO;:1lJony strength vraS 

6 t2,nks (4 US od as road block - tYro acconpnnied force). The tno reLlaining tankS 
u~(;d by: '(I) 93rd Field JU'tillory Fiold ObServer (2) Battalion t:::ccutivQ (9) 
t:'jll:S Inst TJ11k B.:;.ttalion, "... 11 Conpany of 636th Tank :!Jc'troycr,179th Inf".ntry 
4)th DiviSion puShed north c::long mum 7 fron =cIHL;;JJ1:: tc) lCl:ro1. 7:0 o.etion by
£1.ny Coun£1.ITJ iie Ii t2.l1ks. 

0300 info.nGry pullod out (if road blod: poCition not tellinG tC:.ilks of sane. 
0)-1-00 oncLly infantry arnc:d ,,'rUh bazookc:~i) 2. !X.1 rifleS c.ttr'.ckod t2.l1!::J lmocking out 
t~'TO o..nd nounding 4 enli::.~ted non. Ono tC'.J.11c deStroyed COJ:1plotc)ly, on8 ropaired • 
•::..))roxinatcly 100 oncuy killod during action. Trro ronaining tE'.jl1:s pulled back 
to infantry poc;itionS • At 0700 Coa'lEll1ding General 36th Division :~:':l'.t 0.11 arnor 
to LORIOL sectcr. 1'1'/0 to.nIcs USed by Field ObServer and Executive InSt Still 
u;30d by S aue dotnchncmt. No t:!.ction b;)T either. 
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~TGr:c['.tivc of Co "C Ii Cont I d. 

30 ...uguSt 191.).4 

'1'rro tankS uSed by 1915 t c:.nd 93rcl Fiold ....rtillcry rcttlrl1cC~ to co:.rpany 
r)nroutc L'Torth through CR.ii:, T to CHll.DE••UL at approxil.latcly 1900. CO:1x:ny alerted 
2000 to join R.C.T. 142. Contn.cted 142 to learn that our l)ositiOl1 :1e2.r 
-i{.J.E1-..UL TiOuld be along the route of noveIlont for 31st. Ccn)C2j.'Jy rC;lO.inud ap9rox­
:-':o.toly 2 niles 5 0 uth of CHiJ&JL until 311100.l1.ugu,]t. ITo nction • 

.)1 .t.ugust 1944 

Cor:parv left aSsenbly arer.. appr.ox:i.natoly 2 niles South of GILi.iJl.. tJL nt 
., 045 to BEi.ill.IONT - LEoJ - ViJ.ENCE to join "A" COI1pany 636t'h and R.C:r. Ih2. 
T,cft V.....LE"ITCE at 1430 to nove North along folIo-rang route, 1.ih1L.);.RD, CI-kTEL.i'ISUF, 
;'1.' DOf·L."T, 1.1:.. LOTTE, .I:!NNEGRON to B..loUREPii.lRE to Cflil.'m~J'lli.i~l1 arrivinG c.t C}1.TEAN0lAN 

o.t 2130 to spend night. No action • 

-4 .. 
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l"IEP()HT OF Hc~'lEn,L FORCE AUGUST 21 - 23 

At 0700 on LuGust 21, t.;2.jor i:icNeill, tho Datt21ion s-3 uN, ordered, by 
t.Ile Conuanding General 1st Provision2.l JJ'11ored Group, to nSS1.lr.le coru:lcnd of D.. 

7'orce consistinG of Conpo.ny IICII, 753rd Tank D2.ttalion, Conpany dG;I, llj'Infnntry,
'~ ~)lr~toons COI:l~xu:ry "CII, 630th Tnnk Destroyer Dntt[,lion o.nd C0I1)w.1Y ii•• ii (reinforced) 

!. 7 C~~valry Heconnnissnnce Squadron. Tho uission of the force TiC,:] to si:.;e and 

;,/)lc~ COL ;:hYARD ( 97064C) until roloivcd by elonents of tho 36th :':.nfc.l1try Div­
·,:3ion. 

The disposition of the forco Tras as follows: tllO t2.n1( COl.')C~1Y, loss 
,1'.') :::lutoon, tho info.ntry cOl:1po.ny md tho t,'ro plntoons of k.rJ~ de3tro:'crs "TOro in 
<-.n '::.:::30nbly CIon just onst of ".SPl1.ES. Tho 11.oconn.::isOo.nco troo~); roinforced 
'.d:t.ll 'one platoon fron Conpe.r:~r IICII, 753rd Tank jJntt<'.lioll, one pl<'.tool1 fran TrOOT-> 
oII'iI (light to.nks) D.nd ono platoonfroJ:l Troop liE" (1051il.l HorrS.P.) 117 

LiJcOInnissnnce Squndron, nnd ono pl<ltoon of COl;~nny IIEII, l43rd Inf2.l1try; naS 

out 'JostinG the tOlln of G.i.P 070580 ) • 


The fOl'ce Cor.rr!Ccridinc; Officer 'with the tnnk, inf,~.ntry, .::~nc~ t~jJ..l~ destroyor 

cOL:luaderleft J.SPHE,s <It 0725 to Dnlw 0. reconno.isstnce of tho COL :;..YJu1D nron. 

Tho.t )ortion of the forco in the vicinit:r of .1.SI-Ymu ~'[[~s orderucl to loo.vo o.t 

07L/·5 imd nurch to G••P under the cOGno.nd of Lioutenc.nt Pnpi::;o.n, e::ocutivo officer 

of tll() tC'nk COL,·xlny. 

'.!hon the roconnniss['.1lce ~i::r~J Qrrivc;d in the COL =.~Y.iJill [~ro~ 2.t 0900 

tho:' found the pnss hold by Q roconnc.iSGo.nc0 ,;L:toon <'.nr] tho noduLe k.nk nlntcion. 

WI troops Viera protocting tho oost flc.nl:~.nd Tiero sco.ttorod tl;rou2::1 tllo rrooq,ed 

<:crc:['s to forsto.ll nny o.ttonpts ~'.t infil.trL'.tioil b:-/ tho en0;,Y. Tho k.1l1~ plQtoon 

lo.::~(:or roported thr'.t ,bout 0830 h() h:~J obs.Jrvocl [en oncuy :),-:.trol in tho t01'm 

of L.:.IE, fired en sone 'nd clisjJor::;od it. Tho r:':corll1i"'.i::;so.nce troo') '.'-:.3 j;c.int­

c:.illing continI: t;J )~·.tro13 to th..:; ec'.st of G.. ~P, h..~.d c. ro:;d block c.t C9~261l ) 1 o.nd 

'I:,",S ::x:.trollin:; 0. ro~:d froLl (934568 ) to ( 91S608). ·.!J.th tho OXCC)tlon of the 

~J._'.trol :'.t Lt.YE, no onu:·.lY hr.d b(.(;n 30\.)11 3ince t11.J previous dc.y • 


••t 0930 the reconno.issQnco :rL~to0n .:::t tho COL L..YjJill ';;~:s or(~orl:d to !.:ovo 
into L"l.l"E c:nd if the:r nut llU resist"nco to ;::ovo on to liJ 973682o.ncl osto.blish 11 

roL'.cl block thoro. LJ," 1000 the forco froE ,.S PR~S h~:d c-I:,·ivcd in tile ~)e.ss C"'.nd 
'stronc;thenod our positioh thoro. il. ~lL~to,)n of k.nk:J o.nd 0. plo.tcon of infrntry 
·:,-~'.3 )lo.ccd on <.;['ch Eliuo of tho ro.:::.d, ono plQtoon of Tcmk Do3tro~'or:-; -.:'::-"3 )ut in 
firing pOSition .::-..bout 400 ynrds in reQr of tho to.nks on the oc~st si.(~e; of tho roc.d. 
One; 1jl"tocn of inf::ntry <'.nd 0. tc.nk destroyer plo.toon 'were in ro::;orv,-, c.t COL ~.i'Y.i.RD • 

.I.bout n~on tho FFI reported 0. forco estinnted .:::.t 300 GOll::'C.:13 in the 
vicil1it~T of lL;:S:~ he.:::ding Southoo.st. One pL.~,toon of tQru(o(frou ·.:·o:-::t Dido of 
roo.d) ui th o.bliut 50 !ranch pnro.trooporD undor the cOLll:l<'.nd of Lt. : ~cI:1to3h, OOS 
.7.:::.3 ordureu tu GO cre,ss country to U.1.1'JSE then south to RJ 01361ro • 1'110 niosion 
of the grou.,~ n,s to destroy nny onor.w they found c.nd to est.::-..bli;;h rc:.cl blocks 
~.t J.J 01361+8. Thl; rusorvo tnnk dostrcyer Dl.:::.to(m ~'l-::S novod up to re)10.co the 
k.nks en the Jost side of thu roo.d. ..:~s 0. further s::.fe[;u2.rd ::.c;:....inst infiltr~.tion 
tho socurity sections of both t.::.nk destroyer l'lc,to:ns ',;e.s ordor,~(~ to !lJ 013640 
to est::::blish o. rn::.d block thoro • 

••t 1330, Lt. GoulJ, .1..id.j - do ... C;~1,;:po to COLlJ:.:::.n:linc; Gl.mercJ., 
1st FrovisioIr.l .•r;.:oreJ Grou;;- rO;;Grtd to tho CP r't COL -'~.-l.Y.J1D i:it21 tho follo1'ling
infcruL1.tion: 

1. 	 Elor.:ents of tho 36th InfC:ntry DiviSion 3hculd ::'.rri vo .:::bout 
J lid-o.ftorno':n to .:::ffoct tho reliof. 

1 ­
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Rl't of hcNd.II Cont I (1. 

2. Tho rocunnp.issi'.neo Group rfould bo rcloC'.30d .::: t 1500. 

3. 	 If f.i':::jnr l:lcl'Joill thin.kB it noccssc.ry ho L':'.y rekil1 om pbtoC'n 
of rcconncissnnco. 

L~. Tho CO;:]lJQ.ndin,c; Gon...:rel is Sc.tisfiocl pith tho c:clol1ccs. 

5. Supplies '.Jill bo nvc.il:,blo i'.t ...SPR!!:.:> ....men you return. 

6~ Do not trc'.vol ,~t niGht. 

7. Return to .i.SPREu vlhon roloivod. 

G. 	 On .....ugust 22 to ,-'ITch to the vicinity of r.';",RS...li:TL, vic. DIE nncl 
CRE.:>T • 

.d<:>.jor:ci'kji11 d,)OLWd it noc03s2.r~l tr keo:; one rocor~iss,'.nc...: '·:li'.toon in 
'. r(:(;1" to : "'.il1t~'.in tho rOL~d block nt ItJ 973682. Lt. Gould 1"mS to rc) ort to thu 
Co:.-.~,-;,JinG Gumr.:'l t..1-t,t tho situ,tiun TiO.:1 '.roll in hr.nd .:'.nd th"t fl~O:.: .:::11 civiliC'.r. 
(FFi) rO)ort8 tho on:::L::r ~·.-~'S he~'.clinc; n,rth to'l'it'.rd GiillHOiJLE • 

.GICLl(;l1ts of the 36th Infc.l1tIJ' Divioicn bogi'.n to .:'rrivo in tl10 ~)c.SS at 
1700 ".:1d C't 1900 c.cCJ)toc1 respollsibility for th~) :'.rec.. ..t 1930 the ~c:roill Forco 
bOG.:'l1 to ."s801.:b10 in th,] vicinit;r of l'~J 712()11. Tho forco Lft tl1(;:.'0 ;'.t 2030 
C'.n':" i'.rrivod c.t 2.SH~.j Lt 2300. ...ftor rostr~)plyin~~ '.:'ll VGhiclo s :'nc~ :~roYicli~ 
neGus::;'r;;: s0CUrit-.r the Llon becl'loJ (lc'.rn for tho niu;ht. 

Soo sk..;tch, 41.lJlJon:,lix : h.u.:bor 1, i'.tt,':'.clwd hcr,]w for further cl.:.'.rificQtion 
(..f ~e·c.:i..cns t:nd. Jispositi' Th'3 of jlc~Joi11 force: bot~'[Ovl1 1000 ,~.nc.1 1900 0::1 21 ...U[;ust. 

i;"jor ~!c~~oi11 orJercd th..; force to lorvo ..3Hi1:b .H.ugust 220730. Tho 

r-:::col'L"'.isscnco cl";;.l.:nts to 10<:>.ve first md L1C'IO Y.ith ell possible; S:l0",cl to tho 

vicinity of CR,~JT ~~nc1 thero D::~ke ccntt'.ct,d.th thu:i.r SqlKldrcn for fu:ct:'lcr ordors • 

Th0 rOl winder of tho forc\) to 11<:'.1'e11 eill C~!.EST nt 15 lj~H unrlor tl'l:l co::::~c.lld of 

CQpt:-,.in lb;bo, tho t,n k cOjn"ny COilll~ldQr. 

. 
. Tho fcrco COl:'ii1l1(linG Officor loft i'.hoc::cl of tho colw.:n to fil1(~'.nd rop0rt 


to the C01,:LlClKli';c; GonJr<:>.l, 1st ProviSioncl. il.rnorocl Group fo r orders ,~n(~ to lOt.rn 

tho sHu:ti.n. Hc. ~'.rr. vod "t tho 1st Provisioncl. ...rr::oroc! Group CP ,'.t 1030 

~."K~ ',-:.'~ t .1d by the CQur::.......nding GOllcrc.1-thc.t hiS fcreo ''[ould c.sso;.lbl 0 C'.t O-0346L~5 

in Cl~Ol:~) r,;Sorvo. ...ftor unkinc a roconnc.i SS:'.nco of th~ .".S3 OJ bly C'.roC'. tho 

CC1!j.:'::-':1,-~:i.;1g Officor 1'-ont bc.ck .'llc'fB tho route of 1.1i'.rc11 to 4~OU3TJE t,D :.leet tho' 

C~~hl. . 	 . 

The he,~d cf tho co1unn ....rrived c.t ....OUSTE ot 1410. Li..... jor ~iciT"i11 conto.ctod 
tho knk COl.lPOl1;y.- Connon :lin.g Offic.:;r ~:nd tho infc.ntry conp.:'ny CCl:n:::',;ll~::.l1G Offic or c.ncl 
to"k them to the c.ss ol.lbly aren in orclor to c.ssiCn sub-o.roo..s :-'.ncl c.rr:'.a~o for ill1 
C'.r :1:c11G. socurity. Tho colur.m Tl;>.S ord.::rec.1 to continuo the :::nrch to C~L.2uT thon 
tu1'r: 3\. uth to PUY 5T j~ ..ltTIIT yihoro thu reConn~,is3cmce p"rty l.ouLl LO.;-[' it and Guide 
it ~:'!t 0 tho c.rot. Lt Golden of th,') le:':l tn k nl,~toon lo<,-u the collJ~ 111 • 

...bout 1500 it ·..r:'.s rC1.Jork.: tc :';"'jor ~icl\roill th:~t C'.n officer of tho 117 
Cdv.:--.ry lbcona.:'.iss~nce Squ:,dron 11:::.1 sto:Y;ccl the coluLn just scuth of C:cbJT; sC'.yi~ 
th'.t thiJro 1;',~S c. thrOc.t to C~;1;ST fron tho 'Jost :'nc1 thc.t Gomrci :";ut1.:;r umtod 
the coltt.m st:.::rJ",d thoro. This inf.:'ri:c.tion did net sound pl.::.usilJlc So tho 
COlu_:2:..:C:inG Officor loft to ropcrt to tile Coux:.ndine Qonor.:U; he.d tho infc.l1try 
COl.(x'.ny CO:':''''.l.:-~nJirlG Officer rCL1:-,in in tho c:ss a:~bly .::.roo. to conp1oto the L.....y out 
th0l"Oj 
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•,~.n..: ~"-;i1t t;le k.nk en .my Co..:r:c:.w1inC Officor be.ck k tIl;:; COltU11 V br~'-;lC; it on 
,JO,,11 to 3T l,,"'tTDJ •.On r.:;portin;:; to the Cou;:rn.linr.: Gcmrr'.l.i 1.t'jcr ~:c:.r0ill ~!c.S 

:.81'~ t:,l,~t rll -.;no.:y colur.m of enu t~'nk lc.:c~·~int; :'.bcut 30 )ors onl1cl c.:-.rrier S ','[2S 


.~'-v.:.;'-3 frOLl CL1l)II tOITc.rd 5T ~ .....;.(l'IN. i-Ic -.T-S rrJor.:\L t ; (we' en 3T : ~':'~TnJ freD 
~hc Jorth cnGr'.Cc 2nd destroy tho UlLl.W. __t tho S~J:O tL.c Ccn:::::.n,-li.l1[; GCi1Cr~,l, 1st 
.:'rovj::jionol. .urr.~urc..:J Group sent ~'. LlcsS~<;e to tho colunn, by 1ic.Son l11:'l1c, to r":ove 
':l. ':;'1 : ..lcTTIJ ,:t ,nco. 1.lnjor 1.1c?Joill left i:;L'icdidcly tCi rojoin tIle ccluL:n :'.nl 

.:::Tl-y out tho nissi:.n. ..bout 400 y(:rdS 'jest of nOyNt.c ho '.lOt Co.:lt,~'.i11 i.-;':,:'~bo, tIlC 
t~.nl: COLlpo.ny CC',L12nc:or, 1)110 reported th'::'.t til0 onc:·.Iy -.'T::'.S dro('.c1y in .~':'T:UT ::end tht,.t 
·:.t '. -:·.S not poSsilJ1e to rec::.ch our co1unn by tlrt route. 

:~'ljor I~ci'Joill contanteJ the COL;l.1D.n~~ing Officor of Force Fc)ll);:;r by r"dio 
nc: r,:;':crted the situ':-.tion to Co1onol Folber. Colonel Fe1bor orc:ej,',:;(: em of his 

1:,~:ll~:')ic.t() .ns to procovd e.t once fr:lJ. tho S".UZEr e.ree. to firinG ~)Os lti 113 but~'lCon 
.L):L'•.C ccnd 5T . .L ••dTIN to prevent the cnc;'.Iy froG ::".tkcldng tho 1st P:covisicnn1 
•.r;:or,]'.l Grc)u) CP :-,n1 to tcsSist hy fire t1:1o e.tt:1ck of the licHoill forco on PITY :)T 
.--,~.Ll'Id • 

•• silort 1.1D..? r(;ccnnnissc.nco shovlO~l th.~t it Ti::',S lJOS'siblo to ro:-.c:l TITGH.L.Y 

rJ53G by eoing iiorth frun :I.ODL.C. ~Jy tnkil1C this rlmto ?;e.jcr ~iciL:;iJ.l ~'.nu Cnp t::tin 

J...".:..lbc Horo e.b1e to intorcupt the coll.llID in tIl:) vicirJity of 0-115692 2.t npout 

1600 hours. Tho colw.Ul ,,;,,S ordc.:rou. to stop TThi10 the Situcction ~'-i'k: tl:o C'.tte.ck 

,ore~or YTCCS givon b;r r::tdio (Orlur of narch in ~oluL1n a.t this tir::~, 
Tc.nk Dr.)stroyc.rs (6), T2.nks (10), Infontry (1 Co) '1\.0 T~~n!~ Dostroyer::; -,:oro orderod 
to :.l·,we ·i:Jnodidcly to l~J 0-098633 end fron the.t v,~.nt,~.~e point to fir.::: on ::tny 
!.lOVel.lent bot-:roen :"._~TIN c.nu CLEO:r t'.ncl bot-.'fSlCl1 ;::'llTIH :'TId :4..iJ.ll.S, t:10 rC2.1.:'ininC ' 
T::tnlc Dostroyors to puLl off tc tho l~:i.')l t of tho rc[~:l just c::tst cf tl;::; ;~J 
2nc~ t~'.cre t.uc.it furth:::r orders. Tho tanks YfOrO orilurc:.l to i'.OVO on "';7 i ... l{TILJ ond 
kke 11.) firing positi:ms c.lon[; the I'Q~.u. o.:;,st of to.m :'11-::1 to ,':'.H.::~it tho ccrrivo.1 of 
tho :i.l1.fo.rrtry boforo cntorine; to·,·m. Tho info.rrtry ':;~~s orlcrocl to uovo :)y truck 
beh~i_nc'. the tmks to HJ 0-098633, cletruck thoro, e.nd ;'.love on :;'.J,(TIIf ;)Y Lr'.rchine 
nlonc tIl:; roo.J. In c1enninc; up tho ttY:;n a squf'.d of ini':o.ntry \'T~'-S or','.,:;rqrl to YlOrk 
yri th ce.ch tonk. ~..fter c10nninc out tho tqc,:n one .plrtocn of tc.nlcs ;·ith 0. pk.toon 
of L'utntIJ.-- ntto.choJ TInS ordereJ tn ostc.blish ro:.J blockS :'.t 0-092u16 covering tho 
ro('.c:s to =:'.H••S md CIInlWL.i, c sinilC'.r::;roup ".[o.S or ~orcd to qcve 600-000 yo.rds clmm 
the rc:::1. to CLIDa vlith 0.. sir.:ul':-T 1.uGsion • 

.1:.:1.1 novoLlcnt fron 'RJ 0-098633 into 3T ; ".RTIN VTCCS rOL~cl boun( c~uo to tho 

Gte;:,;') slope of tho nountnin (Sec Sketch c.ppendix 2). 


Tho c.tk.ck ';rem off .;:cS planned ond tho ro~'.l blocks nere esto.1Jlishc'l by 
15'15. ...n unknC-:il1 nuub.or of .:::nei:~ noro ki11eJ ,~.nd 10 vehicles rJostroyc~~. Tho 
v0hicLD noro i':.:-.ntifL:.;:l o.S bolongiDG to tho 11th Pc,nzor Division. 

:.lDjor ~."cHoi1l roportod to the CmJDCJ1.-:.linc; Gcnero.l, 1st Pn')ylsi2n,"'l .dI':'.lOrCL: 
GrCU~) ·:'.1)Qut 1945 .:-.nd rrccs orJored by hin to sond c. ')l':-.too n of k.nl.;:.s -:::i.-tll ihf:n try 
to CL;:;OIJ .:mel 0. s:i.r:ilrx forco to ::'JL.S -.rith a :.liSsion of l.lostroyinc C',lT<J criony 
found. ..fter reo.chi11G thoir. objectives the' croups were to r,:turn to : ':'~l 'l'IN. Doth 
roc.cl block C:,TOU:)S '-lOro sent out, TICOt 119 oncr.ly, ·C'.nl roturncJ to th;.:;ir block 
position3 r'.t cl2rk. i.ioc.nrrhile tho four ruSeI"ll:0 ~e.nk Destroyors '\Te).'') ~)rouzht clo1'111 
to reinforco the rm1 blocks, tYro to e~'.ch block. Tho tc.nkS fran Forc') Fe1bor 
lToro orlerod to rojoin thc:.t ,;roup::t 2045.. 'Dur in::, tho niGht tho rc;;.:2.inderof t..1·10 
inLntry ru1.into.inocl e. continuous ~x'.tro1 along a' perimeter 800-1000 y.:-.rc.s around tho 
tonn. .' 

i.i.:Ljor =icHeill ,'[ont bo.ck to the Groun CP o.bout 2130 ,.to ro~)ort his<.1is­
!lositicns for the niGht CIlc.l to 1eo.rn of his lJossiblo eL'.lJ1oyr.cunt on thc;..i ~mct (by •. 
Goner.:-l :utL:r.:xxsono.lly ox~)res"ed conp1ete··Se.tisfe.ction r.'ith the o:ll.:r~tions 
of the forco; sc.iJ thot tho force' woulJ be iri GrOj) r,;Sorve on tJ1C 23(.:; oncl thC't 
sinco Colonel Ibrnony, 141st Inft'l1try,·we.s 6.ssuninc; connr:'.n<.1 of th~ COlIJIu\:••C nroe. 
on the 231, Coloncil 'Felber would e.Ssune conn:::.nd oftho 1",Il.TIH-CL~OlT-: ~.iL.5 o.roe. 
2ne: thQ LcHoil1 force Sonet:l::l0 on·tho 23d. Ho illlu3u':-.1 inciclc:nts cccuro(.l curinG 
tho nie,ht. 
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n.~)t of licHeill Cont rd • 

••t 1250 on 23 .~uGust =.:njor i:CN..;i11 received the f'ollovr.i.ll[; ':'()GsC.r:;o fron 
COIJ:i::2n:~inc Gemr~, 1st ProviSion-.".l ...rnored Group ---- Tnnk. co1uLln .::.c."'..vc.ncine North 
f'rJl:: C~J...HOLS to CLEON. ..lm-t your cun;JL'.ncl to novo on CLEON, clostro:r the cohu:m 
2t (;nco - tin~ sif7loj 123013. Tho cOI:1nc.nd hc.Q been rJ.ortoJ ::':t 1240 boc.:cuse of en 
i:ltercu:)t fr'~;J the .:crtil1ory to tho c:ffoct t~",t cm encr.ly co1unn TT2S crossin[1 the 
hril~::;C 2t CIL...tOLS. i:cj or :rcl'Joil1 orclarol~ one tc.nk ~ll.:cto on and tl:O >12too ns of 
L.1fcntry, cll undor tho C01.rr.1..'"'.l1l~ of CqJtciI1 Henry (Inf.:'.nt:ry Corqmy Co::r..:muor) 
tu .:'.tto.clc Southrro:Jt tOYTc.rclCLEON, mel fro;] thore to ntto.ck Southe2st tOT."C'rcl 
~,-LjiOL0; one ~)l.:ctoon of tC'.n~s r.nJ one plc.tocn of inf<'11try undor tl~ cO::l:~OC of 
>~)k.in ~~C.l:1LlQ (t::'.nk coQX'l1Y cOLuc.nclor) to c.t:tnck South fron 5T ~~.~~T:G; :'.l1cl suizo 
tho hiCh /3I'oun\,.l in tho. vicinity of .0--02597. 

The group undor Cc.Vtc.ip l'cnbo roc.cho~: its obj0ctivo C'.bout 1340 ['.ncl
,~.~stroY0c1 one :i.~[:rk DJ Spocinl ~n'l four c.rnorod pursonncl .carriors in tho flc.t 

b~tTio,--n tho objective c:nc1 tho Ii ~WtEION. This objo ctivo control1cK: d1 of tho 

c;roul1c'. betrroun 1..••1,1.S c.nd .CfL.GR.C. ib.jor 1:ONoil1 ordered tho crOU) to rCDcin on 

this :liCh ~roun..~ in ordor .to cover tho c..dvnncc of'. tho Henry r.;rou:) on CII..Ji.OLS. 


The Grou~) unclor Co.;)tc..in. lIonryroc..cho::l CLEm! c..bcut 1335 c.n~: thoro :~lndo 
conk.ct v:ith n knk ~:lntoon th:-.t he.::.! boon oriel-ed to the tovm by Force Felbor~ 
ThiS )l['.toon Tr.:~s clso pl<lco:~~ un,lur the COlll:k."l1:.1 of Cnptc.in Henry. The entire Group 
nOVOl: out of CLEON for CILltOLS nt 1345. They q.dvc.ncoJ SlorTly, clec.nins out [1}1 
houses ~nc.l VToo::lOJ c.ro.:cs c.ncl rQnched tho R ilOtJJ.JIOH nbout 1430. It C.:t'.S found thnt 
nrtillury firo h!lc.l ir.:ob1izoc.1 0. ;.;c.rk V k.nk on the fnr Si(:o' of tho 1r:i..:~co into 
CIL':"WLS, cro['.tinc; ml offcctivo roc.J block•. Our" t~ks sot it on fire to :")revont the 
onc::W froIl no.kine <:CITy fur-thor usc of ·it. Pc.trolG llorq sont out for GOO y['.rcls on 
oithor Side of tho briJ~o to finlL 0. suiti:.blo tc:nk croSSinG but rro~1o u:nsuccessful. 

10.jor 1.cNoill received thQ folloTTinG noss"~Go froLl Grou~) ,".t 1630: Do not 
;,ove lXlst 1.l. :CEGUDE. 'Do not cross J • .J:dOIJ IUVEH. Ho sent b~ck to :.:roulJ the 
infornc:ticn til ....'t tho bridge wc.s b10ckcJ by ~. flcninr" to.nk c.nd tJ1C'.t the u:Jper
liO tEION TTo.S o.n offoctive nnti-to.nk ,; bstc.cle • 

.tl.t 1700 Colonol Folbor sent n rC'.dio nCSSc.Ge to lInjur l:ClTeill roquesting 
thc.t ho C~,j:e bc.ck "00 J?UY 5T l4.RTIN. .:linco the 3itu:'.tion rlns stc.tic tho ;~jor
returno(~ to ST L..';'( TIN .:mel reportod to Colonol Folber ~t 1715. He e:::,)l.:cined the 
Situ:-.ti('n md tho Jispositic n of troo~)s to the Colonel, who than c.ssu;.lOd cour.nnd 
of tho .:creC'..· 

Co.suc.ltios durtn,~ opero.ti ns of To.sk Force l.ieNoill: One :11. knk llestr(Jyecl, 
uno officor c.nd one enlist"eel nnn li;,;ht1y wounde::.! on nftornocn of 23 .•uc;ust 1944 • 

. . , , 
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• • 
"'TJ~J"'::S'l\: llistoriccl lIc.rr[~tivo for ::":onth of ••u::;ust. 

~o CO!:~le.nc'inr~ GenGI'cl, Seventh •.rr:ry, .I~PO 758, U • .,. j>Xi.ry • 

• 
Soction I "'\ ~...U(~ust 1st - 15th 

.L.t tho becinnillG of the period the :;ntte.1ion ( - ) vre.S in c. bivoue.c 
3 lliles nOl'th of QUiJ,L.ID, Itcly. .1:.1.1 of tho DD (nI.1phibious) knIeS, 16 

"1"iX :;xr, -;rerJ u.~or the cr:,r.LUlIld of Lioutemnt Clo.rk,Co':!·.!nn,L~inc Officer, COi.~")c.py 
',,':, i;1 t'. tr::-5ninc <Tee. nC::T ::Ii.TTIP.....GLL... , Itc.ly.· Theso. tcnks '.-ere :.:e.n11O(.1 by- eiGht 
Gr0~;S frOll ".1.. " nOlT)o.l1'! "nd oi~ht cr(}l'{s fron 11;=11 Con:xmy. The rejJc.ill\..~or of both 
COj:~·l<'.:1:Lc;S ...:e.s unc.~cr tho COI;nc.ncl of Lieutcno.nt SorenSen, CO;:1Ll.:'.Ilc"!inc Officqr, 
CO:.::'c.l1Y lI:n, in tho ~c.tt'":lion o.ro...".. 

For SC:.lC two VJooks previously the Lattolbn he.c~ been l.ddnc ~)repn:r,,-tions 
fer C'n .::'.!~:~")hibicuS c~lcrt'.ticn, e.n(l in the QUilL.NO nrC''"'. tho tenlJo of theSe prcp- ..# 

c.rC'.ti·::'l1S ·\·/c.S incroe.se(~. Tho tc.nk cOl.~~nny cOLnmuers .:::nd p1c.tc'.;n 1ce.\.\xr's attondeel 
frequent :lcotin~s Yd. th tho ROGinents to v;hich thoy i'rere e.tto.cho(.~~ .21 of tho 
cO:.:;)[.t officerS h::-.:} o.n Ol)portunity to stuly tho torr<,.in l.lo.tS, aeri.'"'.l photos, 0.00 
1:1C.~iG of tho o:)o:t"c.ticns <'.Ten on the coc..st of Sout~ern Fr.:::nco. ..1.1 11e.tor:)roofine 
nn,: lof~line tlc.S cor.lplotou on or beforo 4Ur;USt 10,\h as :)or schedule corit~imd.in 
••(.".i::.inistre.t.ive· Instructions Nunbcr 2, Opel':-,tic:n il.nVil, Hendqmrtcrs 36th Infmtry 
Division"l.o.tocl 22 July 194h. ' 

·.Jhilo in tho' QU.J,L.ID c.ron tho :L;.:ctk~licn n:::.de every effort to SOCuFO 

e.~'equ...... te r...-.nCCs for the firine {)f ttnk ~·roC'.:;)ons but none were nvc.ile.b1e. ..11 of 

tho 37: ~., 75~:~ <'.nd lo5I..1.~ I3UllS yrorc test firo'}. either out to BOO. or over a salt 

l.lc.r::::ll 2 niles T/OSt of too bivouac c.ren. The lo.ck of rc.nGc fo.ciliticc cnusoc1 a 

:lifi.'icult sittL."'.tion pnrticub.rly ..lith the 14..-.3 (lo5l.li) t.:mks: i.e. they mel to eo 

into coube.t. with·cut evor hD.vinG fired a round of Jiroct firo o.t n tcxeet. ..11 


ncloquc.to flO. t Jrivine elron rlD.S avo.ilnbl 0 c..n\.1 vriis US oJ up to the last ninuto. 


DurinG tho :)or iol oro of thq, lJil.lI Conpmy tankS Y[e.s ·oq1rl~~)o;.l y.rith n dozer 
1 L'..~c;. This tcnk-cluzcr rmd one nttnchcd fron tho Illth En~ncer :e.tt~.1ionvle.s 

1Jr.in(;LL in cuttiw; 1(;[' dS, fil1iriC ~T ditches., d:i;?:re1tle in tc.nks, one.'. clo~ine . 

\. ~:.3t.:'.c1os. Six Lon frOLl the Eneineer I.ntto.lionW'erc 'trni.nod to o:lcrc.te the tcnk­

,-~o:~ar • 

: I.! , 

Two ::lc<'.lifior tc.nks· of tho 66i1thl!i~q·cic2:rt?n~iCbnpc.ny T.'"8ro c.ttnchod to 
th.:.: : .'"l.t tc.lion for ndrti.nistration, r.lD.intonanc.c,; "rn~ ~o~cline. 

. .~ ~ ~ , .' ." ','!, \ .' .. 

On i.uc;ust G orders rrore received to' lond the' Sirloon te.nks rql10.cec1 by 
DD tcnIcs on four LCT's to CP vfith the "DII-dL:y convoy. Lioutcn.....nt YounG, =::nttalion 
:x.int..)l1c.nce Plntoon, iTc.S :)lc.ce,.l in, chnr~e of these te.nks. Ench of th'ose to.nks hD.d 
c. crow of ono; to .lrivoit on tho boc.t t'.n~~ to ~ot it to nn D.SSCi".:b1y e.reD. on tho 
fe.r shoro.:-rtwns ~)lC!nho:l trot they v/oulc~ 1nnl batvwon D + l me.: D+ 3. (Troy
lon('.ol~ on II-DII dny). .. 

Thus il.L. ", "2" nnd :lC" Conpanios cOL1")lote, one! the :nttc.licn CO!.J:1D.nd Pes t 
hclf trc.ck were 10::.'_'0..1 by tho 10th, St.:JyOL~ nt son (exce:it for LCTrs) t:1e loth 
thrOl'.~;l tllC: 14th 2IlC.: 1cndocl in Southi:)rn Frc.nco on tho 15th. The :)orso::mol loc.dod 
on :-weT' s hc.:.l c.. 24 - 36 hour stol>-ovor at COnSIC••• 

- 1 ­

http:CO!.J:1D.nd
http:lon('.ol
http:66i1thl!i~q�cic2:rt?n~iCbnpc.ny
http:o:lcrc.te
http:QU.J,L.ID
http:corit~imd.in
http:torr<,.in
http:incroe.se
http:QUilL.NO
http:Lieutcno.nt
http:nOlT)o.l1
http:COi.~")c.py
http:QUiJ,L.ID


. ~ r. 

Nc..rrntive for Eonth of .il.uB. Cont t d. 

The r.or.minder of the Dnttalionwas loaded on LIerchant Trc..hs:)ort between tho 
'.Oth .:-onu. the l$th and wa.s schoclulec.l to land on D + 5. This grou:), under the 
. :or:ll~U'.n:~ of l:aj~r JohnSton, :3attalion Executive Officer, consistec.~of Hendquartcrs 
>n:x'.1W (- CP ~ trnck), ItX" Dattery, "D" Cor.I;)any and Service COLllX'.ny. 

Section II • ~ugust 15 - 31st 

The Darning of ~~ugUst 15 t~rod out to be cool, hnvi.ne c..n ovo.~v.st sky 
(L th c. !.:oclcrc.te Bround haze. . 

"H" hour for the invasion of S.outhcrn France wnS 0800. Our COl:1p~my "i." . 
:tt2.chccl to ReconnaiSSance lLlst Infantry and equipped wi. th 8' DD t-.".Illcs (1ll:1Jlh±bious ) 

",rorc floc..ted 4000 yar:ls fron shore off Green, bench and landed at. 0005... 'The' .' ,. 
COL1~,.<'ny received Snall arnS fire of no consequence frOf.l smra., 'The fire of one 
Gen,l~ nntitnnk Cun located Sonewhero on a hillsido to the ri..~ht flc..nk of the 
bec.ch ll"'JXlCC:l the cnnvaS of 000 of the DD tnnkS caUSing the encine cOt:l)nrt.uont to 
be flooded •. Fortunc..toly the tnnk vms cloSe enoueh to shoro to Get on the bench 
Viithcut sinkinGe This antitQIlk BUn waS finally locded at about 0045 md knock-eel 
out by the fire of ScrGe~t SlinGer's tonk frau the 3r<.l Platoon. . 

...Iter rec..chinG shoro, the tanks of "hI! Conpany Vlant inlD.nd 600 yc!lrdl5 to 
l)ositions covorine; tm bec..ch. Since the oppoSition unounted to 'very littlo, the 
creWS took the ocec..ssien to stri~ th..1ir DD tc..nkS of its caIIV'c..s en~: rec..c.lied their 
Oqui:)Ll) nt for croSS country. fiehtine. 

" 

n~7' l.4l turmd to the rl.(;ht to cover the divisicnflnnk c.nd hended townrd 
C.lNllES" For c.. detdlad account of ConpnI\Y ".ti.", See appendix NULlber 1. 

. I1:ll.lOctlately follovrine the lc..minr.; of the RCT 141, the i1CT 143 "lith 
COrl:;c.ny "Cil nttachod, beGnn its InndiI1i3 on Grcon beach. Four tc..nkS of Coopany 
, IIC il which had landed 'ltdth ConpllIf{ ".t'." tonks had taken up flank positions c.t BOU­
LOURJP vmiting far the RCT 143, 1'110 rOrJaindcr of the conpuny lc..nded by 1830•. 
For c.. detniled account of Conpc..ny "C" operLltion, Sec ap -·endix Nur.lber 2. 

COLliXlny n: II with 8 DD tmks end c..ttc.chod to j,lCT 142 were to iJC.ke a lancliIE 
on 1I.0e.. beach. Due to wntor oqstacle3 this lc..nding waS called off. The troops 
..rare (~ivertecl to Green beach ~)uttine the DiviSion alternc..tc plc..n into effect. 
T!1e DD tCilJlks o! Conr~y "B!'vrore landed-on Green beach by LOT's 

. .: ... .. 
The Cor,u::.:ndinB Officer C[[-10 [tshore with the ..ASSistant Division Coru:nnders 

~Jc..rty c.. t 1330, lnnding at Green beach. Tho rcnaindor of the ,i..clv~l1C 0 CF erou:) 
Ylere Innc.cd by 1930 c..nd reported to the DiviSion CP at 631312. 

Jy 1930 011 units of the Dattr.lion, thc..t is'; Cor.lpllnies " .. il , ilJiI, "C" ond 
the nc.lvanco CP Group had conp1eted landinG on Green beach. 

Dy 1945 the ~nttalionCP V':'oS esto.blishod, in vicinity of the Division 
OF L"t 631312. .' 

The rer.1.".imor of the ~attclicnwc:.s not to nrrive until the D +' ,5 follow 

• 
up. 
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• • I'lo..rr:.tive for Lonth of il.U£~. Cont I d. 

'On tho 16th tho :':;nttdion CP first novo:.l to 630340 ;:>'11c..1 L'.tor to 568357 • 
.• t 120'0 the ;;o..tt['.lion recoived a ncSs<lr;o froe VI Cori1S to bo :)ro).::Toc: to o..ssenbio 
in vic:i.nity of LE I.iUY tho ~nttclion loSS 1 li{~ht end one r,lee~iun CO:.l)2.qy- which waS 
to constitute a. :)a.rt of the First Provisional .t·ll'l:lored Grow,. 

,,~t '07'00 the 17 .tl.u:~ust tho Latt['.lion lesS Conpaqy- "I." W;:>.3 rcie;:>.sec.1 fron 
the 36th Division 2J1cl att['.chcclto the 1st Provisiorull ...rLlorecl Groui }. 

The Lnttalion, tmt is Con~xmio::; rr;yr ['.ncl "C" and tho CP Crou) 'which 

consiJte,l of tho Cor.ll:1[1.hdin~ 'Officer, tho 5-3, nnd the CP half tr~'.ck c.s:':;onblod 

by 14)0 in vicinity of LE i,~UY nt 385397 • 


.t:~t 2'03'0 the Cotluanline 'Officer re:L)ortod to Headquarters 1st Provisionnl 
...rnoroc.l Group for orders. Verbal. Ordors vrcro issued by Goncrcl ~~utler which in 
[:ubst;mce vrere ns follows: _ 

Tho ;:lission of tho Group wc.s to sioze and hold GHENO~LE. 

The rutlor force would consist of the :!.17 l~econll<.dss[1.nco Squadron, 

2ne~ ~;:>.ttc.1ion l43rcl Infantry, 753r'~~ Tc.nk .~C!.ttC!.lion (-), with Cor.l:L)c.rr.r "ClI 636th 

T.D. attnched, the 59th i.rnorct.l Fiol(} ,artillery :,c.ttc.lion, COL1:X'.ny' UFO, 344th 


EnGineors , Dotc.chnmt Cor::x'.DY "crr of III ~:ollicnl Collecting Con.:.:'..ny, Detnchnont 

of 07th Grdnanco .:md ono Qu.c.rtorr.:o.stor truck cor::Ja.ny. 


For tho l:~rch, nll units exce:lt tho 117 Heconnc.isSc.ncc Jquo.dron .:md the 
59th •.rnored FiDld Artillory ~~o..ttclion ,[oro ~)lace'.l under the CC,.l:\.".l1c.~ of Colonel 
Felber o..nc.l 1"[ere to follow tho 59th ,;.rnored Field .I:.rtillcry lJatto..lion. 

Route of rJ£.rch: The routo Ni.POLEGN. ThiS route ~)0.3S0c.~ throuc;h 

Dn...GLJ2mL'~U, 5i.LE1?.NES, T.<-I.VE1?.NE5, ~.=OIlTE ::E:Y.i~N. GiJINSGN o.ne. RIEZ. 


Colonel Fcl. ber nSkou .for )ornission to or13nnizo tyro cO:.l1J.::~t tecns • 
This '[2.S deoDed not neceSSnry by Com.lD.nr.linc General, 1st Pi.G. Duo to tho 
c~f:~orent ty~,e of Vehicles, th~ct is, rrheel nnl arnorecl, o.nc~ bec2.uso of the 
necessity. for keopilli~ the Infnntry clos 0 to the :~rtillory, Colonel Felber docidec1 
to s)lit U) his no..rch unit into tyro colur:ms. Ono colur.ill consistinc of the 
Inf~~ntry, tho liCht vehicles of tho Encinoors, o.nd tho Doto.chnont- of III l:odicnl 
Collectine; Con:.xur.r (-); and tho otror calm:m of tmks, tnnk destroyers, heavy 
vehiclos of the En[;ineors and a section of the lllth l:ec1iccl Cotr)211Y. The first 
coluan to novo o.t 0. s· ,ooel of 22 l:1ilOS nn hour, tho second colurill c.t 15 I:PH• 

..:1t '063'0" 18th .il.ue;ust, the colunns DaY-oc.l out fron i ts c.s:~enlJly ;:.ren on 
the tail of tho 59th i1I'l:lOrod Fiold hrtillery •. 

The nnrch of. 55 l:ulos to the nssQ!:1bly nroo.. 2 niles South of llIEZ waS 
without oneqv incic:ont. The bridGc at GUIlf.3GN ho..cl boon blorm nocessito..tiIlG tho 
uSe of a by-pass. This by-i.Jass cnused US troublo anc.l roquirc(~ the uSo of our 2 
Tnnk bull dozers to nnke noyr tro.ils cross country. This c.lelo..yoc.l tho truck colurm 
for two hours. ==onbors of the French ~:nrqius no..torially c.ssi.Stoc.~ the )c.ssne;e of 
tho colunns by e;uiUine; Dach vohicle ['.crOS3 the only fo['.siblo fore: on tho VEIllGN 
ll.IVEJ. in tho.t vicinity. The wo.ter in thiS ford waS about 16 inchos cloo:) _ only 
one 1/4 ton 4 x 4 flooded. 

Dy 17'0'0 the entire colurm olosod in the assenbly area 2 niles south of 
Il.IEZ. 
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N,-:r:,C:'.tive for lf~nth of Aug. CoJIttd. 

~~t 1943, a meSSage '\'laS received for the ComLBnding General, 1st PAG 
L.recting armored reconnaissance be sent to the tOVJ11 of QUINSON based on a report 
'-!1'::.t Sone Gemims had taken over, the to'-J11 after our paSSage thru. 

One platqon of tanks frou Company IICII ruth a'special conbat nlatoon 

.,.to -cloe 2d :8att~ion Ih3rd Infantry mounted .on tank~ returned to QUIl]§ON with 

.:.1 e ::ission of driving out the. enemy, outpostin[; the tovm and )Jrotecting the 

,'31:~))ly route through 1:D 1st Provisional ArI:lored Qroll.P. 


This sr;1all force found no enemy in the tom. It outpostod the torm untll 
"'c:lieveu at 190600 when it rejoined its unit • 

.h.gain Colonel Fe1oor aSked to organize tr"IO 00mbat teams but COJ:ll:am ing

}er.crQl considered it not advisable at this t~ •. 


. ll.t 190700 tlid cohmns proceeded on its march in the SIT.lC relative Cll:'der 

"'...s the dt:\{ before. The colunn rlaS to proceed to SISTERON. 


Reconnaissance elel;lents of the l17th RecorinniSSQJ1ce Squadron ran intp
oppoSition north of ViJ...EN30LE. 

At 0955 LleSSnge '\'laS received directing Colonel Felber'to ro:;ort to 
Cor.Jr.lQn:ling Genercl. 

Colonel Felber waS directed by tho COr.JT.lQrrl~General to org~_nize a conbat 
teDJ.l rnd havo it prepared to proceed via ORiJ~H - LEL) I.IEES - to lJEllJE with tho 
l:lission of aSSisti~ the Fight:ing French to capture DIGNE • 

.h.. taSk .torcc·c~nSisting of COiDallY IICII, 753rd Tank L:attclion, Conpany 

tlGii, l43rd Infantry and two platoons of Tonk Destroyers vms orr:;c.nizod urper the 

cOlY·U',l)d of 1.Iajor G0ntll, 143rd Inf~'Jltry. ThiS force left at 1045 to proceed 

011 its 1;li-9sion~ For full account of this force See Conpc,ny "Cil report, ~ppendix

NL1.i:1Der 2 •. 

The renmnder of the force vrQS dSo org[mized into a colibat teau. Upon 

cOi.l:)lction of its reorganizo.tion it proceeded to its aSSenbly Clre~ South of 

OILl.I~O]. . 

At about 1445, the Felber Force proceeded b,y 1l7th Recol~isSClnco 
Sqw.~c.ron (leSS detachncnt s ) and 59th Aroored Field Artillery :o.ttclion (leSS
uetv.clments) departod fron ORt1.ISON for SISTERON. 

il.S the head of the Felber colur.m VlaS ])assing thru 0IULLANlill: the column 
vro.s strnfed by approx1m,ately Six Spit-fireS. Three enlisted non of the l43rd
Infcntry were wounded, one rJaintcnance truck of the l43rd dc.."I.D['.c;ed. ~'he rest oftho L:D..rch waS without incidont. . 

The colur.m nfter c: l.lClI'ch of ap1-lroxir.1o.tely 40 nileS aSsonbled fo r the 
nizht at 1850 nbout 5 niles Northwest of SI~TE.t10N md clong a by-pnss route. 
The bridge at SIi::iTillON had been b10vm SOl.Dtine previously. . ' . 

...t 200930 orders Tlere received fron Cormarding General 1st P;cG to 
proceed to the PClSS 3.4 niles North 'of LUS-LA-CROIX-H..UTE; sieze, orgrnize and 
defend it agcinst n Gcrr,nn F.orce reported to be advancing tolmrd it froLl 
GR.:;NO:~LE • 
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• • lJ2.rl': .tivo fo r :.onth of ""UC;. Gont I d • 

Tho F .:;lbor forco j.lov~cl ::ct 1130 O.Ilcl nrrivcd o.t the p,-ss ~,t 163C, 

C01]~)J.cting D. (lc.yl S l.lnrch of )0 i.iilos. 


Tho Fronch Colonel in CO!:u.-.l;.ncl of tho Fieh tint:; French holc.ing tho pass 

i;.11xTtcd thoilJi'orf.l.::tt ion tn::'.t c. Gen:lOn Forco of 200 had sto:!)ocl for tIle ni@:'1t 

the c'.cy beforo ::t I:or!ESTI&I~. Theso troo;")s I'mro tired, inoxperiencoe: C'nd younG;

~:ncl c. Gor::12.n Forco of 2000 Llovinc on L... ~:iliG fron GIl.i~iJO~JZ. 


Colonel Folbor hold n conforenco with tho Froncil Colonel ,:mel tJlO 

COi:lli.::'.DJil1t:; Officer' 8 of tho 2nd :0attnlion l43rd Infmtry md 59t11 .. .Tl!orod Fiolcl 

•.rtUlory ~ntt::,lion. It TInS ngreodcnd nnprovnl rocoivod fron CO:ll·"-".i1C:inc Goner:~l 
l,;t lroviSioncl. •.rnorocl Group to furnish tho Fronch dCJ:lolit:i_onIJ 211l~ :.;rolU'.dus. In 
C.::'.30 Jf attack 'by GOrrlun colunn procoodinc fron h .. :;UnE to h..LU:L, the Fro:1C'h 
-.·Cl~C to blo1'[ the bridGe 2croSS tho strow.! 2 1/2 DileS Northeo.st of L..IL:GY. The 
:'1:'C1C:1 nere to defond the hill r.12SS on tho ri@.'lt of tho pass :"'.ncl elso block tho 
l:.ic;lm,'y C'.t CLELLBS. 

Colonel Fol ber is;'uocl. vorbnl orders to Goru:nnmng Officer 2ml Jo.ttolion) I . 

l43rc. Inf:"'.l1try for the orscnizntion of tho ~::round. For uispositiOi, of troopS~ 
~eo o.~) ,onllix nunbor 3, ovcrlL'.Y C'nri oxtr"ct of vorb~:l ordors • 

It 1'[0.8 necec;so.ry to cloplo:, th:.) olul:;.;nt:J of 'tile Folber Forco in 'clepth 
duo to the stoo~ Slopes of tho nountninS on either Sirlo of the ro,"'.d. Tho ;lOuntL'.in 
on the 10ft rTL'..S 2065 ooterD • 'The 1.lountnin on the rie;ht 1'[QS' 1[351 ::etors. The 
Ci.~ TTO,C located nt :tn olovnticm of 1179 nctors. Tho rdlroQ(l pO,s:Jocl thru n cut 
nbout 30 foot Y;icle thrOUGh the pnss • On the ri:::;ht Side of tho rn::"lrond thero yrnS 
nbont n 75 YJrd i'lido strip thnt ~rhcol vehicles could pJrk. Tho ovor~x'.ss ncroSS 
'tho rllilrond being Ylido onouGh to h::n(Uo 1'.hool tro.ffic but too n"'.rrOTJ for Qr:·Jorou. 
Tho loft sido of tho rdlro ;""lcl h::'.c.l ,....bout :"'. 250 ~r.:',rcl stri:') thc:t o.r:.lOrocl voll ~_clos 
could pc.rk in - h0170vor, this vlnS l.levoid of cover ,:md bocnuse' of the infornntion 
th,-t i..'.. GorT.lnn roconnc.issrnco plnno fl(m over tlw.t pnss dQily, it wC_S d,)onod 
nc.visc.:Jlo to keep tho ror.lL'.indor of tho nruor belor; the :Jnss 0. c~istc.nco of o.pprox­
iI:~~tcly 3 DiloO fro:: tho li'olber Force CPt The sn211 C'nount of cover c.vnili.blo 
un:] U:::;,Ju by tho .:l.rtillo~J. 

JJo inciclonts occur.3:l JurinG tho rono.inc1.or of tl10 d..:-.y C'.nc~ n:i_cht. ;... roncl 

rcconno.issance ~r.-:'..s :lnde of routo 539 runniTl('; thru CILTllLON to Dr:; to clotornine 

fecJ::ibility of :)ns:->o.-:;o of nrr.:.or. Houte 11o.S found to bo suit~.blo. 


, ..t 060e on the 21 ;.uGUst. Colonel Felber rocoivoll orders to :.)rococd by tho 
shortost diroct rou-r.o to DIZ o.nd then behind a reconncissnnce ScrUOl1 to Siozo ond 
hole: hiCh crounLl ('.)proxinately 3 niles South of LIVRON. Coloml Fcil. iJer 1';0.0 
dirocted to leo.vo bohind 1 bnttery of artillory L'.nd 1 ;11o.toon of t~'.ll1:S to 
su:)ort 7iGhtillr: French to hoLl the ~nss until nrriv~ of olcr;:onts of 36th JJ~V­
jSicn Y:horc u~;on nbovo n-::.nucl e1on}l}ts ~"[ol'c to join ·tho Folbor Fo:'co C'.t CONIILL..'I.C. 

I 

Tho Folber Forco 1'10.3 oreC'.nizod :.::nl~ Gplit ul' ·in tTfO colUl:mG~ ono colunn of 
Infc.l1try '::'.l1c1 ....rtillory Proc..;oc.lin[; o.t 22 Idlos l)er hour md ono co~.unn of nrDor 
o.nc~ hoo.vy onC;ino.;rG oquipm nt procc(jJinc :::: t :}.5 ;;i10 S p~r hour. Tllo he~d of the 
colu::m bOGnn l:1o.rchinc L'.t 0830 vi2. rr)llto )39 DIX - ,s...ILL....lf...i _ C~rG0T _ PUY _ ~T 
:':'.TI'IU - ROYlJ...C - : .l.R.J.1TIlE tc COJJ:LlIL~J"·_C • 

•.t Pur .::iT ;,.:..;n1::r Co10nol Fill bcr l'.iroctocl the Inf<:'.ntr) ~··tt·celiol1 Conlondin:-: 
Of:-:-iccr to estc.~.:lish n ro.::~(l nock of Info11try onel .ii.nti-t~~nl( cuno nt CL:";ON. Tho 
nocos:;c..ry personnol \'lore c.Jro~)J)od off tc '::cccOHL)lish this. 
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• • 

1~arr2tive for llonth of Aug. Cont'd. 

After a march of 70 miles, the Felber column closed into the COND1LLAC
.:'.ren at 2145. ' 

A Study of too map and the actual terrain 3hovred t!1at the Felber Force 
..-as not Sufficient to hold all the high GrOund in the vicinity of COlIDILLAC. 
,.t vmS felt that in case of an attack the high ground to the North and .south of 
iOI,Jl.)ELLAC could be held until the arrival of reinforcementS thuS covering the 
.'outes over the hill mass to the eaSt. The Force could be in a bottor poSition 
t,c cover itS left flank and block to the RIVrnlli than to overextond ~nd cover the 
!l:"ll uass South of LA COUCOtlt'DE to SAVA~E. ,,' " 

The troopS at the diSpoSal of Colonel Felber conSiSted of ono Infantry
~''''.tt~..lion, leSS two rii'le coopanieS, one Anti-tank gun, and a Sqund of Infnntry. 
'hiS left YTith tho Felber Force, one rifle comparw (- a Squad), ll. heavy 'wcapons 
,:OlJ.~)2.l1.y, and a Skeleton HeadqmrtcrS Conpaqy vdth an anti-tank platoon of 3 gunS 
~ - one gun at CLEON) , an Armored Artillery Dattalion Iess one bat-tery • A tcmk 
conrJc.rv of 14 tankS, a tank deStroyer company of 10 tank deStroyers (- 6 'With 
~,~cHeill Force) j one comparv of Engineers of which approximate1¥ 100 !.len only 
'were <::rmed "dth rifleS, carbineS or sUb-oachino guns, Since these engineerS wore 
not cOlllbat engineerS, they possessed no T.12chino guns or other heavy TTeaponS • 

. 

Authority was obtained from COr.JIJ.anding General 1S t ProviSional Armored 


Grou") to usc EnGinecrs for defenSe. At tho snne tine the COJ:lnand:iJ1G General

dire~tod a road block be eStabliShed in vicinity of CLIOUSCIAT. . , 


Dused on the above, tho Infc:mtry DClttclion CorU:1f.!.ndinG Officer TTas 

dirocted at 1730 to organize tho high [:;round IlJorth mid oJoilth of COl'lDIL1ll.C; to 

outpoSt tho North Side of tho high ground South of Lt. COUCOURDE; to eStabliSh 

a rand block on the CONDILLrlC - LA COL~OURDE road; and to furni~h a Section of 

r.lachine gunS Trith an-officer for a r?ad block at CLIOUSCL.T. . 


RequeSt was r.lCl.de to Cornnanding Goner21 for attnchnent of Troop IID", ll7th 
ReconmiSsance to" Felber Force. ThiS 1'Tas GrrJ1tod tho follorlinc day. ArranGe­
mentS were oade for that niGht for T-,COO~) IlDlI to outpoSt the .hill r.1c.ss yreSt and 
north of SAVAi:>.;;)E :and block tho road not fron 0"N"puE to oJT WiiliEZL _ 12'::> _ 0,AUZET. 

The Tank DeStro-,fer Coqnmy (leS:3 !Jix TD' S) nero to I.love to )oSitions 
overlooking the highway on the forward Slope of the north hill i:1ass • ItS rUssion 
'.,c.s to deStroy by fire all nOving trnffic in itS zone of viSibility and rnnge • . 

Engineer CorJpar:ty was attache~ to the 2nd Dattalion 143rd Infc.ntry and 
i'TOl"C ~)laced on the hill nass to the '::>outh of CONDILLil.C, . 

The Tank Compar:ty yraS directed to eStabliSh a road block rr.it.h 2 tankS 
nt 983-59/3 (1/100000); and a road block Y.'ith 3 tankS having a Section of nachino 
gunS nttQchcd under commnnd of the Heavy :7eeponS Conpany Lieutenant in vicinity
of CLIO V:>CLT • . 

The Artillery "ms directed to' Send ono battery to vicinity of CLIOuSL~T 
to St:;,1:";ort road block and fire on £ll1 targets of opportunity. The rCJ:1aindar 
in poSition vicinity 975-620, Early that eveninG tho L.rti11ory 'ooc;<:;n firing on 
the hich,'/aY. 

At 2300 nIl unitS of tho Felber Force viera in poSition nnd prcpnred to 
(1) hold the high ground occupied anq (2). cut the hiehrray by nas3cd fire. 
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• • Nar:c'~~tive for lionth of hUg. Contld • 

.h..fter thG verbal ordershad boen is sued, Colom.:l Falbor proceeded to 

l\.i....n'3~1..'JNE to contact the Captain, French .hrmy in cOliuilmd of liaquiS in that area. 

Fif'b r French Commandos were obtaired from hir,l and dispatched to cover the road 

blocle Clt CLIOmClhT. ....rrangements vrerG made to s ond 150 liaquis to hold Si~UZET 

2Jld vicinity 2Jld assist reconnaissance platoon outposting in th8.t oroa. This 

force to be backed up tho noxt dc.:y I'dth 5 tankS. 


Request waS made on Comm.mding Gemral, 1St ProviSionD.l ..rn.(li.' eel Group 

to hc;ve reconnaissance c1cnent·s outpost 'hil1 mGS cast and sout,hec2.;:;t of LORIOL. 

T:ds 1m.3 grClnted nnd furnished by 111th Reconnaissance Squadron. 


The F01ber Force CP vras established at ClUi'l'E....U CONDILL...~C. Colonel Felber 
o,;:i~G Trithout c2. staff" used the staff of the 2nd Battalion 143rd Info.ntry also 
loc<."'.tcd c.t tho CHn'l'EJ.U. 

The artillery fire on the German traffic travelling north on highv:ray from 
llOC'lELIl.. .R. to LORIOL caused a great deal of consternation, confusior: 2nd dis­
oream zation, and if French ~.1c?quis reports can be believed, proved to be a 
comp:l.cte surprise. 

On the r,lOrning of the 22d the Tanks ond Tank Destroyers joined in thG 

firi11g on i:loving traffic. Enough veLicles ,-rero drunllgod or destroyed duriJ?,g the 

night and o9rly ];lorning to caUS0 '-~ tOLlporary road bJ.ock. This forced tho German 

to bogin to look for othor routes of USC:C.DO • 


. , ...t 0930 the battery of artil10ry left the du.y before ['.t the pe.s3 reported 
in und8r iU'Llorc;d Field ....rtill,;ry Bc.tt.C::'.lion control. 

~t 0930 ono pl[,toon of Comparw IIBil t<:.nlcs VIo.S directod toS••UZET to aSsist 
tho F:r8nch. 

At 1000 word vms receivod from Commanding Goneral, 1st Pi;.G tho.t the 
i\.icHeill column vms proceeding to CONDILkC to join the Felber Forco. Colonel 
Felber I"'o.s directed to cl080 this column in tho vicinity of Lii-..R5il.~:lJZ - leave 
the column intQct since it would const:i.tute Group rosorve. 

~lobout 1430 reports "mre rocuivod that the GeI'!aan vehiclos ,'[01'0 beginning 
to infiltrate frolll L~()NTELIl.~R and moving toward CLEON and ST l..:. ... RTIH. i.t 1515 tho 
Gor2:mnS c.ttackod the rond block at CLEON knocking out tho n.nti-tc.nk Gun .:'.nd 
3cLttering elC::l:lonts of thG- 117th Roconnnissance.s qUQdron. Tl'l.is on.:'.blcd the Germc.n 
to )rocoJd to S T L .....11.'I'IN. . '. 

<lot 1538 Compc?IV "BII 753rd Tank : Battalion l'{o.s directed to sonel. Q plc.toon 
of tLnks .to a firing position betvroen ROYNi..C ond ST l.-S:..RTIN Qnd Q3si3t btJ fire the 
ntt.:'.ck of the hclfeill column which VIas then r.1oving ,fr.or.l' CB,E·)T to PUY 0T l.;":l.RTIN, 
enc1 to prevent the enemy column.fromtu:rni'l1g 'west tovmrd thG GrOU)' C~-. 

. . 
The COmpo.IV rIB il tanks effectively blocked .tho ROYNi.C route L'.3 an escQpc 

avenue ,"md aS~)istcd tho HcNoill column:in.destroying· the ferr rCLlc.ining German 
vehicles atterapting to eScLpc to t.he South and ~outhwest • 

....t 20h5 l'io.jor NcNcill ordel'odthc IIBf! COl71pLmy t.:mks to rojoia their 
COl:9L'.IV • 

\ 

n.t 2100 word 1'[0.3 receivod frOj;l CC)JJlIlD.nding GonerL'.l, 1st P..~G that l4lst 
Infc.ntry wo.S moving in to take ovs;r. Colonel HarlJony, Comno.nciing Ofi'iccr 14ls t 
vve.S contacted and inforI:1ed of diSpositionS of Felber Force. One BL'.ttolion lh!st 
rrc.S to ]Jove into t.he S ...UZET area northe<,-St of to,'m th.:'.t night prior to midnight. 
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• • 

N~:r:'o.tivo for lionth of ~.ue ~ dbrrt'd. 

This inforudion lTo.S rolnyed to tho plo.tocm of tonk::; r.nd tho French ::"1rluiS , inS••UZET. 

UnfortUl1O.toly the Inf<''.ntry J.."tto.li0n (li,~ not D.rriveuntil lc.te the 
~:.orl1inc of ~u~ust 23. This rosultoJ in o.n unploD.so.nt incident in t~1C.t the 
~.,:,".,qui:3 outpost southoo.st of S••tr.6ET ~.emittod D. COlur.ll1 of vehicles to enter tho 
to,';!l of 3i.UZET thinkin~ then J.r.ericcns , ~!ut nctuc.lly ~eirc: trIo Gon::.:-:n tonka l'lith 
S:;;·.lO : lotorizcu infD.ntry. Since' ~i'm WD.S just broD.kin~ tho Gomc.n tr.nl,:s Spotted on' 
0:: the II;. II Cor.lpo.IW tD.nks cast of HILL 294. They oponed fire .:'.Dc.: destroyed tho 
,r~.d Con~)r.IW t,::nk. ~·..bout tins tine the Lo.tto.lion of InfMtry ~,;ecc.n c.rrivinC into 
:';~le ~'.roh. .is soon o.S onou;3h Info.ntry ':Iero D.v<:1.ilncle they in conjunction 1'.'ith 
';.10 k.nlcs, nttc.cked the to.-m. :';y 0930 report i'1r.S roceivel! frOT.} tho t.."I!k platoon 
'..cC',,'.or tho.t tho Gcrno.ns h<:1.',l ~:een driven out uf torm end disporsee: C·l1C.~ th~~t 0.11 
:.'O~·.(~S 100.J.in~ into tCTm vrerc t110ckeJ l=y our Inf,::mtry. In thiS fiG]lt the :iC,qltiS
'2..o::;t 10 lS:illecl 20 rrounded. LaSSoS of our inf.:'.Dtry not k.nov.n• 

••t 0900 oporo.tLons inStruction 36th Inf.:'.Dtry Division '\"fOro roceived 
L:issolvine 1s t Provisioncl l.n:lOrod Group D.nl!. D.tt..·lching all olunontG of tho Grou~)
to 36th Infontry Divisiefi. 

Thrnu:;hout tIc" :c:y cf tho 23rr.~ tho c:rtil10ry :end rro0.1)on8 on tllO roc.d ~)lock:l
fil"oel :::t tD.rsots on tho 11 :::hl'i:ey. Ih.ll2..;U~~ cprl c.lectroyoJ. Gorr.mn vehiclos TlCro 
)ilillC up So l1uch on tIll: hir;h1·rc.y 0.8 tc '. 0 '::: Serious hin(~rQ,nco to furthor Gon]an 
trr.ffic. l''urthor o.ttonpts rrorc ;:~.:.lo tv c\::tour to the e~~st .:'.nl: north. ;.t 1303 
.., ro·'crt.:- 1'1'<]c. receivc'" tll"t onor'"T''.1 t"llj.rl] "'oro "lT~ro"cl1in('c, Gr','O:T.J.CJ... CO"")"'1V 11":11 __Jo.., <. c.." <..-11'...... _.,~ '-_ J ,,'''SL.. 1,-_ 

lliroctod to SOn.~ (Jne pl~,toun of t~.nlcS t.o CL~ON t(~ Ollr,/'.);O :'.ncl e:03tr:y then. This

infcr~:l~'.ti:..n Tr:23 rvlo.;yo~ to thu ~~cNoil1 Fcrcc :'t ?l.Jy-t.;l'-~~j~TPJ. They d'sc h.::tll 

Leen c.liroctod tc on.:;.::t;~() thoso enc:;y t,:mI~s. .:1,i10 t~lis vreS ticinC on D.n'Jther 

oncllV to.nk colun!] Tlith ur.Jm '.m nUL;~or . f veh lcl03 0. tta:::tJt ..d ~.~ ~~roo.!: thr~'uGh D.t

CILj~9L.s. Thi3 c~IUi.m crc S 3ec.~ tlw rivor, turned 't.c tho ri:;ht :'.nl: )1'oc(;cclo(.l tOV'I.:!rd 

••lrc,,;~. Tho ;IcUoill Forco hL;cl }Joe;n infrnu~~ cf thi3 cclunn ,-,ncl 1,'::'.8 on its 1:10.y to
il1torco~)t it. ThiS Forco co.u-:;ht tho ho~"J cf .tho cnhr.1l1 ncrtll cf tho rivor. In 
tho fi;-';lt th..,tc. ensuo,"-•..CCP"y'ny'~C. !I,."'jf l~st

'. 
-,no''.' ~ 'J, 11". "n! 

-, 
"nstr--'yec' 1 

,••••
""'rl~
,.. 

IV 3')oc-1"'1 '- V c ••., t"r·•. 
1, 

C_. '-.~ 1 ....... 


fCllr )ersonnel CD.rrior3 ::on,: 1 ~.~~rk V t,:nk ir:·:cbiJ.izOl: ;~n tLo l::ril:C:O~ 1~·.::u.r Oim 

c~rtillo:ry fire. Tho rOJ:lo.in\.:l' ·.:f tho C'rOl'l.li'_11 r:clunn 1=l:,s. 3cc:.tt.oro(: South of the

river ;"Y cur c:.rtillory. 

'--'y 1530 C01unol Ibrnorw, COIJL'.c:nclinc Officer 141st Infcmtry tc'Jk C0Ill:u:.nll 
:'.11e: re1ic'Vuc:, CeLlnel Ful~:er uf ro~:ponSi~_ility. Co2:..:ncJ. l"ol~)(:r rccciv(.Jl~ ordors 

£):'0[: Co; J.::k."'..lL~in[; GencrD.l, 36tll Inft:l1tF,f DiviSion tc- td<:o coa·l<.:nc: of' the 36th 


3ru urve in tho J1r ....~I.TIH o..reD. QIl(~ orGD.nize :'.nO:: ;lcfonl~ the ;;)T :~·.... 'l'IlT _ CL~OIJ _,~.IC.j;.) [;reo. • 

.• t 1700 Culonol Folber o.rrivocl to to.ke ovo:t' cOI:U:u.~nc.l of the =~cNcil1 Tc,sk 
:::"crco. ThiS Fcrco conSiSto~_~ of Conpo.rw "CII 753rc! T.:'nk ~~D.ttD.lion, 6 T~TJ(. DostroyOl-C 
ire:.: G36th T~.nk Jostrcyer :;r.tto.1ion, ml!.Ooj~~::x.'.rw IIG!l143r::.~ Inf:~rrt,ry. 'l':lo117th 
.:ec.-:m,.-:iss:cnco .3ql12 :r0l1 h:::(::c pl:::to,- n vi roc'orm~'.iS3C'.nco :'.t "~JG.)J c'.nl!. plo.t)r nc:.t Cj;..,on. ono 

The :::;o.tt:::li:~n COLr:t'.Yl.»r Colcnc.l Fel':or n:.l0 .::>. roc.mn~"'.iSSo.ncc :.f tho ['.ron ell
:'.l,,-~ th~n i,x,uoc: vorh,-l-r.~ur;] fir t.ho nj.,;ht."l 119i1enSd which ";mro c.S 10118"\'r3: 

1. L:'~ 
Jouth of rivor; 

,. 
~ , ... -, 
...t:..lU~U. 

~. 
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• • j'Ji:.r:c':.--.tivo f,., r =l:nth (f ..u ';. Cent 11. 

1. Tc heLl 1~1ccks .:J.rouncl "",J'f,;.;3 u , trJr tcnks, tTJ'O t:-,nk c\;str:;ycrs 
,:'ill~ ,r10 1'1:., t. ' n inf".ntr:r fron Cor,:~x'.ny fiG" Viore ~T Jore,l tc .:'.ssist rec ,mn.:'.iss['.ncc 
~)l~'."Gc ( n. 

2. n. C()1:1)~rw "C", 753rl Tcnlc ::~~tkli( n (-) "lith ;no ·)lC'.to n cf 
ir:Ll,try tc 11'1:1 tho k0y hill r.1'.'.SS l50u Yc'Tls I'krth d 'rLL';o frLl' CiL:LlOLS. 

'. T<mks YfOrO to z",rc th oir fire on knocked (tIt G0:,::'1C'11 t~k n 
I~l:~:c lS 1.rid;;;o - n vory affective rcn.1 l:lcck. 

c. Tho Infc.ntry '{rC'.S to ostc.~~lish n 1ist0nin:-~ pest F0rth l'f tlto 
, r ~:0 ccn.l run cc tolo~)hc'nc line t.e it. Inforr.1:,tion of <my ::ttCl.:yt.:J ' y tho 
(}cr:l::n tc ro;.1:JVO thiS knockoJ out tr-nk vn,s to l:O rolcyod ~ y tolU)J1.:l10 tel tJl~ 
kL':S '.Thich ....,i,ulJ then covor thn .:croD. 'y firo; 

3. Plntc,.)il'of t~:nks C.t CLEON frcn CODLJccny il:U tc r .. 'CC'T"1 tc its 

,4. :a.oc· nnaiSSt:lDCQ Pl['.to,:'n '{ritO its ;.,tt<:,cro~l Inf,:.:l:G:Ji 11<.1.ton c.t L •• 

CL~OlT tc '.lc>ck .:tIl rc'<:'.:S lU':'.:lin:-: into CL20N. 

~.• COLliX:ny "CII to furni.Sh 3 t::-nkS tc ,,-SSi:Jt rOCClll"1.~S:JC.ncu 
h~L:' OLSON. 

5. "-. 2 T(1nk Dostrc,yors in firin : loSiti nS ;:c:tm.. "m CLI;Oli ,,-nl~ , 
.:iT : ....l.TIN in ~lir0ct su~)port of CLEOlJ :"',I'cup. 

~'. 2 Tcnk Dostr~yorS in firin:; oSiti nS ~ otFcun . _.ll.;) .:'nd 
uT . -,.tcTIN in .'.iroet sU~Jj)Crt of ~ ..JCS y(jtx:~. 

c. :,oth T:'.nk D0St.r~yurs ~=r~ u:)s t..: 'u -~1'J~x:,ro',: tc sU)~JCrt 1,y fire 
Cc.:)ccrcr lie II r:;rou~:: North cf CiL.ROLS. 

,6. G. Ccrnc,ny "Gil lh3r,:' Infontr:;r (-) tc cut~oSt 011(. 
su~)crtc.:_~ ~.y 1 t,"nk pl,~t(?on. 

1:. Ccr.Ti)[lny I'GII to pntr~l river lino fron ;"tI.~Jtt.;.sJ to ..:iT a;:;:;li'.V.l'P 
..,lUi: - l:Ou:.,ION c.... [1:1 furnish ecntc.ct :n,trols botwoun th.:; throo fOr'..r2r(~ :;1'ou;)s. 

7. Eo.ch~Toup to no.intc,in ccnt<'.et 1'Jith th,; ;rOUlJ en its ri,j1t "n,l
Ie It.. 

~y 2100 ell l'csiticn's woro crs".uizoJ'f,;r',lofunSe. ;,.:'.jcr ~.eifuill, 8-3, 
1['::',3 Sl..nt te; 36th DiviSion CP ns li(1,i S onofi'i'9,0r "nc11irccto',: tc i;1f:.m:: tho 
Cc:.:,"lL'in~~ Gonor['l c:f uur".lis~)o;3iti n5 for-tile id,,-;ht. ,I:"ij ',r ::cIioi1l F['.S d 5 0 

,~ir0et<.:: ~y tho: dkl-ionCuLll..::.'1:inr; UIfie,.rtc, ruquoi.3t thu COilllC".n,'.:ilr Gcnorcl 
fer cc cui) S,?ottirG :)l':-lno ~'l-:;innin:::: c.t,L"Yli)1t~' . 

.• t 2300 noSS [,,;;0m.S roc-.;iv,.;J fr:n l:o.j: r l~ej\foill. st['.tin[; 2. en'.)' ~Jlcno ..lOulcl 
b:; u~: ~,tlLV"li,;ht. 

Tho ru.1"in.:0r' uf tho ni-;ht 1,[,,-3 quiet "-'.n~ uithut incL:.:mt. 
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N[T:~ativo fer :lonth of ...u~. Cent I ~l • 

•• ciVili~n :K,.ssinC thru 0T l .... ~TIN c.t 0900 24th ...u:-;uSt rCYll·tO:~ tc tho 
~C'.tkli n CF th.".'t <.'.n meny c.lm·.m ,Jf 50 vehicloS vroro 11 Yin:; fr'_'i: ~:Olr.rE1n~ 
;.y, :cthec-st toW".:rel :"ONLDU mJ CLEON. This Vl~S r01<'.y().~ to DivisL:n uith roquQst 
fer cu~; plem to chIJck. "j.~:cut ono hour lC'tor neSs~:Fe YrQS rocoivo,~ fro):; DivisLn 
tl~:.t eu: pluno 'weS unn'10 to ,-'~.'sorvo onouy cclunn ;xvin::; to ~O£jL:UlJ • 

••t 1330 the ;.. Cltt.:'.lion COTJr.limJi1lG Officor rli.:~s ne-tifie,~ :. y ti"cl:; C'.rnrrol 
:;1 cn:S <:t ~_..l"Jl!:SJ mel CLEaN th['.t tho rccoIl1"k..:iSSnnco IJletoons he~~ :.:.VO(~ . ute This 
.i7.J3 il'ilO":ic.toly roll1.y,:d to DiviSion mel roqueSt r::Clclc fer thoir i:::.x;~:iC'to roturn. 

SC~1.1~'..1 cf infc:.ntry c.nJ Q Socti·,.n cf nachine ~uns were i::'L:odi~te;ly :~is_'ntchoJ
,\~c:; ':;T ~ ...li.TIN tc CUON to tonporinrily :11uC; tho ~QP loft ~;y tho roc;;:lmi 8S<'.ncc 
)) ~~t,', -n. Tho [,;rCl.tJ Qt _",.NESo.) h<'.::1 sufficient infc.ntr,;r to c"'vvr its '::1"';.lor. 

Tho .,c:tklLn CotltUlncJinC Officor tmn went to Division ~'l1~~·'\-.:r'S(in.;lly 
'.\,quG 3tIJd the Cor:r.nnJinr.:: Gon,mdl. for ac~~iti( n.;l infontry mll c.util)ri::'y to , 
l:':"aJ tho throe ~)ri:lL;os wost of CILl1DL,s:_ one locctu:..~ ;:etviOon C:1J.tC'i,u ':-1l~; ..:>T 
'~~J\!.•Io.); om at uT GElW... I'::>; QnU ono c.t :XJl.ILIEU. 

Tho ConL1un:~Il; Goncrcl orlcre:l Conpo.ny "FiI, 344th Encincers to report 
to Colenol Folt (JI" ClIl~~ author izo:~ tho ninirr~ of tho thro~ c.'~ov.J l1C'.:~:Q~.; ~.ri.~~~cs. 
Tho C();~nc.n.:lil"l?: Gonwr,"'l Qll30 infc'mocl tho ~ c.ttcl icn COIn~ n.1il1': Of:::icor th<'.t tho 
142i1(: Inf('l1try wcuL~ <'.rrivw in tho CLEON - ~.':'.NSS.::i c.ro~ ,'.'.fter 210') to ~:ofcnd 
tho rivor line fron ~.""JL.;j to =JOIlLIEU to thq rivcr junctim 250cI ycx,;s :i'JortlmrcSt 
cf :"'O!lLIEU. '.!hen thiS lim VIC S or~:<'.nizocl by tho l42n-~ Inf.:ntry tIl.) Fel"cr Force 
Trou],;L: ::0 relievo·.: ~~ut rene.in in th:,t~'.roo. ",-S :livi.si:n roflorvo • 

••t 11300 tho in::;inoor Ccnlx:~l"\Y- c"'.rrivcd in tho .:.IT _••1CrIN c.r()~. Tho COrlpuny 
loSS (·no plttc eh TTo.8 Sont tc cutpos t tho rivor line fr. u ~~Om.JillU to th () Northw'eSt. 
One :Jlatuon '\'1C',S o.ttachod to tho roc.~l Tjlock rt CUON. Tho En:,;in::J ..;r c:Wl.lclition 
:;C'rty h.-:J en(;ur;h oxplusivos fer tv~ Lridcos, lv.mctJ Colonel Fell. or.:iroctcd th....... t 
t~lo ~)ri:.1:~o at ~ONl.IEU '[tnd ct 5T GEHV...I'::> 1)0 ~)ro:)~,.)c.: for JonolitL,nS. ..t tho 8[tUC 
tii"lO tho COU1JQl1Y C'orT.1Grhlor of Ccr.ll"):-~ny "GII, l42nd Inf~:ntry cxrivo,,: '::11::.1 st".tcd he 
~.'o.S to to.ko up positi, ns iron 030-575 to 061-582 (1/100000). Ho Y,"o.G .:'.skoJ if 
hu h~:,~ [CIW .!cl:loliticns • i.7hen ho St~to·J ho hal, ho 11n S Jiroctoc: to :)ro~)cTC the 
1 .ril:e::0 c.t 060-580 fer clostructicn. 

Colontl Fell:or thon ~.rccoc;Jod tc LOILIEU to QScortcin tho ""m:: ··TOSS of tl10 
~n:;ino,cr PQrty Q t thnt ~)riJ::.;o. Sinco' thiS [\re<'. constitute:'. the .;ror'.tC'st thro['.t 
he rOl.l['.inoJ thoro until the \'lOrk I'rn S cOl.1~)lotc~l. anI thon roturnu.: to t:L =:~:tkli"n 
C...'. Tho L;inin~; ,-~f thu ' riJGo .:::.t ST GERV"..P w':"s cOLl~)letol o.t 2l0C :'.t -.i:lich tino 
Divi si ,n Yr~S nctifiol thr.t tho l:;riJ~us vrare roc:ly to "0 l:loTm. 

".t 2130 cr':'ors wore roceivc:J fron' Conr.wn~1in'3 Gonord, 3ot:l Inf:ntr,;r 

lJiviSicn to ;101'1 .::ell :!ridcus wost of CILNOLS •. ThiS VI':::'S cOLqle;L'. ::;y- 2200 ['nd 

:JivicL n So ne,tifio:.l • 

••t 2230 Cclon& FoIl-or ;·r.::~S Jirocto'. tc reI'crt to Divisin. _.t tho Div­
iSi:n CP Colenol Fol~'-er roc...;ivo'.l ur'lors th['.t tho 1st i-roViS:i.vnnl ...r;:crcc.l GrC'up 
''!''.0 l'l..!ccnStitutoJ; 'th~~t tho . :::tt'·-licm'Tlo.s te ',() roliovQcl ;~'y ll~2il,' IYl.Lnt:rjT in 
;)T ~~..iLTIIf croe.; cn~ th ..... t tho ~~:ttc'.li n yr~'.s to revert tc c ntrcl cf 1St Frcvisioncl 
••r;..c:i.~,;.; Groul.' upon cCL.)lotLn, f roliuf;.:;:r lh2n'.l Inf<1.ntry (,11 n5.r;ht <...f 24-25 ••ur~uSt. 

' . 
.I.t 040(1 25 :.u::;ust Calenol FolL.jr 1'1:;.8 relieve: ':y the CC':Jl...c.:c~,:inc Officor 

lh2n.: Infnn try • r ' . 

••t 090C Gc:nurci ~ :utlQr eIre ~l.)(.).l intc th 0 : 2tt.::-lilIl CP m~: ,-'j_rccto~~ CoJ::'.J<.-:ny 
'(1 .. l43r~1 Inf~ntry to return to its cr::['nizc.ticn at C01JIJILL....C. 

~ -10­ 4t 
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• • 
l'Ic.rr::'.tivo for ~:c.nth c f .aU;. C,-·rrt t :.1 • 

...t 1230 25th ~l.~:u.st 'ol'~~orS ::'7.:rr'O r..:;coivo.l frcn 1 St ProviGi "r.l •.n:;roJ 
GrCln t nSfJ6J.:tlr)" cn;.l j;LVO ['11 tc:nkG o.nll Tc.nlc DoStroyorS <'.t one0 k ...;TTICI1.~.:P, 
th011C0 ifortlmc)st 045-735- thon ?Jorthi'Jost to ,G"i...NE. .sncny o.rr:.::.:ro,~ c.)lu:.n cf 
o tc.~l;:S h:<1 stoE,e.: \lith lo['..~ vohiclo in tv,m. En:;~·.r;o [1v1 LloStrlJY. Com::'.ct 
kl1::~ciGtr:.JyorS o.t Ci(E.:jT o.n(~ c(.orllinc.to. .L.tt.:.~ch 4 tcnkS to infcntr:,-·cc.luun 
:'.'Vi.ll': u~) hi,?;l11.':c~y to\[CX~ CliEJT to SUJ."))ort inf,"'ntry. 

Tho ferce Vl.:....S :lllr.ndic. to1y nssou:.lo,l 0. t tho Cor:V:'.ll~/ "C ,i il<'.i:.rc..::!l1::'l1CO ~'.roo. 
:'~l ~ vl<orS issuo~l for tho llc.rch on G.li..JIJ~. 

Lhmtonc·.nt GoLlon -:Iith 4 t<'.nlcS VTO.S dircctoJ tv pro COOl: ,',rj:011 t!lO inf<'.nt.y 
tlK;n:'.3sin:~ tl'lO :tro.:.:.. 

Cc;.l~).::~r~i ItC", 753r~l T~k 2,o.ttolion (loSS 1 plc.toen) Trith 4 t:'n1;: ~oGtr(y0rS 
frc,: o36th TC'nk lJostreyor =..nttnlion )rocooJo!.l at 1300 for GiL,iiB vi<'. .. YTIC1L..j.i. 
~."':'.j~r j .cl'lci1l VfO.S sQnt te' neot the CcnLnn:.lin:~ Gencrt'l ,-;.t 117-70h. Ccnt2ct Yf~~S 
j.:~'.(~O ',,;ith 636th Tonk iJoStrc'yorS C'n:l inf()rJ.:~.tin o1:;t,"ino(~ th:t C':,L.,:.r~r ;'".11, 753r ~ 
T~'.nl~ : . .:,ttdion ~tto.cl1C:J to 636th T2nk DostrcycrS :,~tt['.li,.::n 112.: ~)st:'.'~1isho,: tm' 
r()~< :Jlocks: OnQ r():,.~: 'leek vicinity 095-727 i'lith ;) tcnkS COi.:.::,.ny ;:•. :i, 753ri.l 
T~'.llk :'<'.tt.Q1iun Ml 6 '1'['.nk DostrcyorS; tho cthIJr rco.,-~ 1 lock vicinity l~J 114-745 witl 
6 k.n'~S. 

On tho nnrch to GILdS cur D.rti11ury (,bfL:JrvoJr infc-r:..;,~ tIl) :'0. t ["lien 
Cc.,:.;.:>.~l.'. ire Officer tll'.'t hiS ~:,o.tt';lJr 1';:.S firin"; c:ncontr~tiuns en t~lO knkS nt 
GJ...lIE. .:oveLont tc G~\.c.irE Vrt~S Slorr 1uu tv i:tlO }.ounkin.1uS countI'j- ,:'.:1(: Yrinding 
ro~c..~s. Tho hoo.(.: ;:,f tho colunn ru~',cho~~ tIc southor." cut!Jkirts vf G_L=~"'; :JY 1415. 
The coluLln .....f['S hcltG..l (utsL!o cf tc,':.'ll rrhuro it VI::~S ,.loJfil['.~h),'. fr:,::)~.,sOl'V<'.ticn 
Ly c. GEall hill LUSS just SUUtl1 ().f G1U'JE. The. ':ltkli 'n Cor::.,<.'.nlrt; Cfficor <'.Dr] 
tmk C'.Lll)C.ny cOL[,~d(]r LlL~JO n fe ot r,)conn~iSS~'.nco tn the oJ:~,) cf to',m. They 1!Oro 
fire..:!. U,)on 'y sni)ors • Tuo tcnkS 'woro c2.1101 uIJ tc r:. sncll c1m.::, cf troes c.t tho 
southnrn ontrmco to to'l'.'ll tc fire en tho huuSoS in th'.t o.r02. :'hcn ::crrivci of 
k.nlcs they rocQivud nnchiru :-:un md Dorter firo frOd o.n un~otcri.:.inc :~irocticn. 
Th0 knks shiito:l thoir .K,si ti n c.'.D,l thorQo.ftor vruru not nolcste,~. ..t thiS tim 
the ::OJ.,tillory (1)soI'Vor infcr;~Q~l tho _ c.'.tt0.1icn COl::::o.nlinc Officer tll.::.t hiS 
:. ,".ttcry '\'!:-~S firin~ :'.t th,j unuLW tt'.llks thon ~)rOCoIL1j,nc \'[,;strlox ..: tUY;;;.rl: :.:~i...YON. 
U/vl1 cOL'!,)lotion Gf tho r8conn.::~:iss<'.nco, the :"'o.ttcliun COl.llxl.l1,jinc; Officer ,:iroctc'l 
Cu,.:: ,::'.11 ~inG Officor, COl.l1K'IlY IIC,t to C0vor tho v.:-.llcy to tho ooJlt Gf J~':...;]lo; ",':i th 
2 tml:.lostroyorS; to plo.co n b.:-.So of fire on the hill nuS S 50c ~Ti'.r:.:s south of 
to'.T1lj to cov.:.r tho m.::'.c.l of tm ::1r~..Yr rurminc s~'uth just nost of Gl.':';:'::; with 2 t['nk 
,:c~)trc'yQrs; 2.m.l tc push 0. cC'u:)L of tc:nks into tovm to c10,".r U) the Situ,".-ticn• 

...t 1508 t,'rc t2DkS rllvo~~ into to':m oncountorinG ho.::.vy 3ni~lcr, ::::cchim :;tln 
~n.: '.L rtor firo. It '\[.::.S ostir.12tc:l thr.t ~'Y.IUt trro c cr.lp.::.nieS 'rrr'.s sc~ttcro:.l in end 
(Jut of tovm. The tmks f1usho,~ two Sr:.c.ll c.rLc,roJ vohicles 1.h ich ,'is.::'.:))c::~r~~.l '_bwn 
si,:o 1',.,.:-._18 too n.::.rrO'\'l fl'±' tchkS to folior;. Ho:,.cMnr:; tho c,:nter of tc.~';TI the roo.c1 
C.~cc'(~ondoJ int0 0. re.:.:J runninl3 e2s t C1L~ ,'lOst. The ru~llo fron the hcusos :::-lc,nr: thi" 
I'O::o/ ~)rcvcl to : () .:.'. : lock fer tho furthul' :'O.G3.:::'.::C r:f tf'.c'lkS, t:m3 stC::'~)inr; tho 
.:::tt..".ck. 

',Ihcn tho :'t'.tk.lion COL 1M ~in~ Ufficur '\'1'(:3 in:['crLc:l of thiS he '.k".clo a ho.sty 
l'oc0n;;c.iss<'.nco to tho loft fltl.uk for ::'. :)2ss i1.lc r(Jm,o ,:lrGuni: thQ to'.m to the west. 
Tho terrdn ·.[2S Such th.::.t it 1'l':-~S lKt fl;~~si':lo tu get nrr.lOroc~ vcllicl;.)s into the 
C'xo.l:. Tho bricl~;c OV,Jr tilC dro:vr '.'k.~8 teo !12.rro.; 0:n:1 ','fQ2k to hole: c.r:::or •. One nile 
south of the town 2 croSSin:'; lI:::~S foun·~. :,y thiS tLio our '''.rtillory concontrc.tions 
nerc fdlinG f~ther to tho l'iOst. EJtu .1..y l.f tho nap Shoyw"l th.:.t tllO next l)ostJ:. 

thine; to :0 '.,[[,.s to tr['.vol 'ovorkri:l Gnl~ ::O:ttOi.;i.,t to cut the I..mCl'.'Y ::r!::.or .::t t iJw.YON 
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H~rr~tive for Lonth of .~ug. ContI d. 

3000 ynrds to tho Ylost of GR..NE. With thiain vicw the Bi'.tk.lion COi:U:k'"'J1ding 
Officer c~lled Group 2nd nSkod if nrry reconnD..isso.nce unit wns o·,)crC'.ting in 
tLc ~d.lls south of B&.YON. If there rIC.s, it T{[,.S roqueS ted to h[~ve thcn iruned­
,):~t:.;ly reconrloitor a routo for t['.lllcs to BR..YON fron 650-718. ...uthority YlQ.S nlso 
!"';c~'-lOsted to proceed on BR..YON• 

..t 1720 mossc.ge YlaS received from Group not to novo to left but to hold 

)/'YJition south of GR..NE. 


J .. t 1940 the Batte,lion COll1nc.nding Officer vrc.S inforracd by Grou:') th<.,t 
.-Ct~.:::tion had iLlprovcd 1".00 to hold pOSition until relieved by Engineors nnd 

'~, .nk lJo0 troycrS • ~.ftor rolief wnS nccotIplishcd, the b~tk:1ion Yr..' directed to 
11 (OCQ'-.:1 to ROYN...C c.nd awnit further orders. 

;.t 2200 Colonel Felber WO.S directed to report to COr.Jr.lC.ndin~ GeneI'd, 
1st trovisionn1 •.rnorcd Group. ..t the conference the Cor.n.mnding O;::'icor nas 
'lnfornod thc.t oloT.1onts of the l11th Reconnaissnnco would relieve Forco Fdber 

;:; rut;1 of OR.NE. Plnns vrore discus"ed ·for tho forthcoming c.ttnck on LORIOL. 

".t 0200 26th hUgust message 11mS I'oceivcd frou Group th..-:ct reconnaiSsance' 

e:"or,lonts wore in pOSition nnd thnt Compe~ "C" l'mS relieved. Tho coqX'.!ly mpvod 

nt. 0210 for the as scmbly o.reo. onst of I.i:t.WANNE nrriving thoro 0400. . 


.t~t 0440 rC'dio E1cSSnge from Group directed the Falber Forco bo clortcd 
1.!.lDediatoly QIld be prepnred to att[~ck to the Tlest. Enemy L'.!'r;lorod colur.U1 cauSed 
trc.::'.kthrough nt CONDILkC e>.t 0100. Colul.'m ndvcncing to north. 

;.t 0645 Colonel Felber receivod orders to nove his forco to v:Lcinity 
GGI::JILk~C. It w.:-.s n1so directod to pick up two info.ntry c01:1p[~nios of 141st 
Infc.ntry in LUJl3~NNE D.nd tr.::'.nsport then to CONDILkC. .il.t 0700 tho Felbor Force 
[,loved fror.1 its c.ssenbly 0.1'00. and closed at 0800 into nn aro[\. 1 1/2 ;·.1iles cast of 
COHDJLh..C. Colonol Felber thon reported to Genoro.l Butler nt t~10 .::'.dvC'.nce CP 
10c2.tod ct CIt.TE.~U COUDl.Lk~C. Plnn:> wore discussed for the ntti'.ck of tho 143rd 
Il1fo.ntry to sieze and occupy hill o.:-.SS extonding to th 0 south frora 1.. COUCOURDE. 
In this atto.ck ConpnIV IICII, 753rd Tnnk Battalion YTD.S to p1nco one )lo.toon in 
position betYlGon the two hill mns"'.(!s south of 1.1. COUCOURDE nnd CONDILL. ..C and 
prcvido left flnnk protection for tho nttttck of tho 143rd Infnntry. One platoon 
of tankS waS to roinforco roadblock of 141 betwGen L1. COUCOURDE c.nd OOIIDI1..LilC; 
tho renninder in reServe south of CONDILkC. 

During this interin u Gcrnnn SP gun or tQIlk nanaeed to get in position 
either on the hill south of k COUCOURDE or on the hill south on COIIDILkC. It 
Trould fire diroct 5 to 10 roundS within the CONDILLhC areo. thon novo pOSition. 
D.~~ookn SqucdS fron 143rd InfilIltry woro sent out to destroy it but 1'rero unable 
to locnto it. Co10no1 Felbor while on foot recotm.:l.issance received 0. shrnpnel 
1'Tound in left thigh fron this SQDO gun. ~ Wound vms not Sorious enOUGh for has p­
i tcliZl:.tion. . 

Tho attnck of 143rd InfuntryjUnpcdoff nt1400 nnd progros:::ed Slowly 
throughout the reraaindor of tho dey and night. The pIntoon of tc.nlm :J!utocting 
tho 10ft flunk of the 143rd Infuntry vias continually being pesterod by sniper fire. 
The cor.-q:>arry cor.u:w.ndor wc.f1 wounded iQ, the fnce fron bullet splcsh .:-.nd hc.d to bo 
evccucted. The sniper fire becntlc So bad thnt 0. request yraS nnde for 0. platoo n 
of infantry to clom:~ then out. ThiS vmS granted and by 1800 sniper fire consed. 

No other nction occurred ns far as the Felber Force ViC.S concerned for 
the rest of the day. ~ 

~ 
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• • N~'.rro.tivc for ~ .onth of ./~ug. Cont I d. 

Conforcnc OS norc; held ~.i. th Gonor~'.l Butler '::It CILTSJl.U COIJDn,1..c roferonce 

to 1st Provisiono..l ..rL1ored Group Fiold Order Nunbor 3 (sec docunoilts :3upporting 

journ;>l for ;.ugust). For this forthco);:ing opor<:tion Colonel Felbur ~i;,3 to hc.'we 

2.tto.chcd to hin ono tank conp;:my fron tho J.91;o:t Tank Bdtalion, tho Ij_ght to.nk 

troo~) frOG the l17th Roconno..issnnce Squndron c.m the 3rd Bo.tklio:1 l57th Info.ntry 

4:;th Division. Conpmy "C", 753rd To..11].:: Bo..tt['.lion plus tC'.l1k dostroyers '.Toro to 

J:'cL1.C'.in in position in the CONDI1L.~C aroa ~'.nd continuo to support tho 143rd 

lnfo..nt.ry • 

By 1800 Conp2.ny ".ti. 1I 191st Tank Battclion O11d tho lirpt kj.lk troop of 

~.7 7ti:l RocoIm.'l.isso.nco Squadron arrived in tho CONDILL..;.C aroo.. By 2000 the 3rd 

j,,'.t~:,li0n l57th Infnntry closed into tho CONDILL..C o.ro.::'.• 


Bcco.uso the l43rd Infantry Tras unable to establish roo.d blocks at L,,·l. 
CrUCOURJE, Gcnercl Butler issued orders at 2000 fo r the 3rd Batt.:1lion l57th 
LU,".::1tI"J to nake a night attack on Li.. COUC01lRDE~ for tho Tank Cor::1o.ny of 191st 
T~~nl: Bnttnlion to folloTT it up at doylight; o..nd for Conpnny irC II 7S3rd Tank Batt21ion 
to be :J:cepo.rod to furnish h tanks and one tank destroyor to be l)lo.cod in a road 
blocle astride tho highTlD.Y at L":" COUCOURDE after tho torm vras to.lcen by the 3rd 
Batto.lion l57th Infantry•. Purpose of tbif~ Tn::S to anchor our roo..r bofore our 
att<.'.ck to the north. 

The villago of L.... COUCOLJHDE waS astride the IUGffiL.Y i'ffi::tE:l 7. Host of 
the tovm tho terrain vraS flat to tho rivor ""Ii th the oxcoption of tho ro.ilrr:.:y 
cubc:mlment 300 yo..rd:"J rrost of tovm running Horth ilnd South nhich o.verc.ged fron 
4 feet to 10 foet in hoight. The nort.h nose of tho ridge ;:;.long tllO highrro.y ran 
into the southern edge of tOi-m .::md YJas hold by our orm troops. The ground ~o tho 
Oc.st nnll tonoxd CONDILLLC lTD.S ricing rolling, torr~'.ccd and open terre.in TIi. th 
here ['nd tmre SI1[1.ll clunps of treos. 400 y<:.rds ec.st of tonn rrc.s c. group of eight 
houses :?r~_~ctically in line c~nd bisecting tho COtJDILLi..C road. •• doe:? GUlley rOon 
oc,.st botvrcon tho tonn of L,i;. COUCOURDE Oom the hill to the south of it rrhich iJnS a 
to..nlc obStOoclo. The ground to tho North :md Ec.st of L.~ COUCOURDZ ·ac.S· open, rolling 
nnd in a sauce bonl Shape affording perfect observation for GOIT.1c.n tnnkS. in WI. 
COUCOURDE and thoso in poSition SOl.1e hundredS of yardS North of 1.. COUCOURDE 
<md wost of the highvrny which Wc.s fairly woll obscurod froD our obserVOotion by tho 
wrocl:ed . Gemnn vohicleG on the highrrny. '1'ho drm'J8 running fron tl10 hill naSs North­
rrcst of GONDILk.C were pretty well coverod by Ge!'l;1an J·.ntik.nk end to..nk fire 

locr.ted along tho high1'luy. 'The ridgeS North of the CONDILL..C r~~d screened tm 

noveLlent of Oornor fairly vmll until the bend in tho ra:>.d at 948-635 TTC.S reaCID d. 

Beyond that point, nrJ:lOr noved downhill in tho open under direct GCI'n<m obsorvation. 

The road block of the 141st .Infantry TmS located 'nt approxiniate1y 9.~8-630. 


Tho Infentry attack jw::tped off beforo daylight, on tho 27th, follol'rod by
c.;o!,l~)C.r.w or.;;. II 19.13t TOonk Battalion vdth 4 Tank Dest.royers attnched. _..ftor pc.::ning 
thru the road block its progress vmS slorr due to sCOottered Snipor fire. Tho aSSault 
coupc.ny rras stopped by mchino gun firo coning fron the h,ousos biSecting the 
COl'IDILLJ..C roo..d 400 yardS onst of tOTIA_ J. platoon of tankS TraS Sent forTmrd to 
cleo..n out th.i.s pocket. .I;. t.:ulli: de3 troyer,nanclNoring off the rand beyond our 
lnf:mtry road block in ordor to covc:r. tho· pJ,atoon of tanks going i'or-:7['.rd hit one 
of our ninos and vrns disabled. .. . 

The platoon of tankS succeeded in ,cleaning out the nest. Tho Infnntry 
cane forrrard and sc['.rched tho houSeS intne, Vicinity_ ;.8, tm ot~1Cr Infantry 
follorred up it received tL-:.nk or. .Jp firo.· i'ron 'its loft roar coning fron tho Gerr.lan 
gun TJithin our lines that the InfnntI"'J of the .143rd TTOro SearchinG for. 
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l'Jc.r:c:'.tive for ...:onth c£ hUr;. Cont' d., 

••t o.bout this tine c.. Gernc..n o.ttc..ck of Infc.ntr.v o.nd 3 ton.lcs of the linrk V 
or ·vI ty~Je wc..S vmrkinc its ':my aroun(~ our north fbnk. &vinc; the ~;rotection 
01 t>o I'Jorth rid~~o ,:ur ortillory Vlc. S uno.blc to Sto~J it. Our tc.nlcS in the houses 

.1.c:,.st of to....m Tlere also not in a ~osition to fire on thon. :)lc.toon of tc.nks 
~·..(;ro ~)lo.coJ on tho rid::e North of the Co:rrJJILL.I.C rO~l(l. '.1hon the Ge:--:::c.n t:'l1kS 
,,-~,:~o:,r.]i.l thoy wore tc.kC{r1' unc..lor fire o.t c.. r.:'.n',:o of Goo yc.rds l:y our :;~ t s. Un­
fortunc..tely our shells just bounced eff CJl1l cau3 eJ no iOJ.lc.c;o. •• kn:: c.:cstroyor 
T[~.S Ll:::nuovorocl c..rouncl tho Gernan ri;'~ht flc.nk. This Tank Destroyer succeoc..led in 
:cnoclcin~; out ono GornCIl tnnk but vms itself knocked ~ut ~'y the re::1..".ininC two. 
The ctL1eI' tTro To.nk Destroyers could not ~)e uSed becnuse of nochc..nicc..l c.lifficult ­
~c:::;. '.Iith tho loSS of thiS GeI'f.lUn tmk tho others vr.lthdrovr bnck t:Jthe hiJ3hvrny. 

~y 0930 the tc..nks o.nd Illf2ntry sU:'portod by c..rtillory stc..rte(~ 'its :'~ttD.Cfc 
lic.!~r;l L.I. COUCOURDE c..g.:.~in. hS it clenned the ro'','! of hOUSeS it rc..n into nicchine ,;Ull, 

G2.112: :'n:~ o.nti-t::.nk fi re frOI:! L11. COUCO DRlJE nn~l the nroc. North of tOTTl1 o~onr; t.he 
~lijJ.Ti'::Y in acL~ition to the hnrasSinc; :r.'ire fror.l tho left renr. TI1is pOGcod the 
n.tt.::.cl: (lown o.nd ferced the Infc.ntry .::.nd tmks to withdrmv to the rorr of hOUSeS • 
..rtiEery I'[C.S .:>.~nin c.:illeu. for on the tovm ['nel the hiChwcy .::.rea north of it. . 

The t.:>.nk COT.}:·:'c.rw -coJ:lInn:lcr 1;/'::'S clirocto-~ to n.:lke c. rcconn.:'..iSSc.nce to the 

:l~.llkS to find c [1o::1.11S of out-flc.nkinc; tho reB i StQl1ce. ThiS ho.v:U1G to bo (lone 

L,n foct lock SOi~le throe hcurs to nccotll'lish. .'.t c.: out 1300 c.nd ~'1hile the tmk 

COLt)co.ny coru:nnder v{['s still on reconnD.iss.::.nce Gernc.n tcnks ,"n(1 infcntry n~nin 

,-,-tt':-'.ckocl our north flco.nk. ThiS VT.:lS c.c;nin broken up mel c,1is~)ersod. In the tc.nk 

fi::.;llt our to.nks succeoded in breD-kine; the trc.ck :)n one of the: :.::rl: VI S or VI's. 

Tl1is fixcu. the Gorr:Ql1 t.-mk for tho kill. T>:ro of our 1.:4/8 c..t.::. r'::llCc cf,6oo ynrds 

firo(: c.1toeether 14 rounJS before they succoe~!()cl in penotr.::tl.n~; tlle GcrLlnn nIDor

2nd settine it on firo • 

.tl.ftor Colonel Felber naclo hiS orm roconnaiss.:mco he cc..lloLl .::. conference 
(jf the Infc..ntry :attclion Conr.lo.ndine; Officer, 'l'm1k Con)C'.11Y COllIl'::'l1c:er c.ncl the 

...rtil10ry ObServer. Vorb.::l or:.lers woro iSSued for n t.::.nk ~)lntoon to be l'l.::.ced 

in firine; 'J)ositions on tha North Slcj!e of hill South of L•• CoUCOu'Rm Tihich WQu1c1 

coyc:r the hiGhway North of L•• CGUCOURDE (foct reconnaiss[~nce h.::,cl foune:' a trail 


' faQSible for knks to uSe to thiS Slopo); for throe tmks to tc..ke )osition 
953-639 .:lnd cover our ri'3ht fknk; for the ren:,in:cr of t.:lnks 'with one cOl.1~)al1Y
of Infmtry to ntt:-ck Lt. COUOOUlwE; for ren.::tinder of Infmtr.r to follow assault 
['n(: oJC;.)loit to North enl Soutl1 of hie:hrrny; for tho Infmtry to ost.::.blish ro;:>.:i 
l:lock (,n hi[;J:riray uSinc 4 tc.nkS c..nd 1 tank deStroyer fron Conpnrw ::0 H 753rJ. Tc..nk 
l'.::.ttnlion then wnitinc in poSition 943-630; Qne]: for nrtille ry to furniSh ~)ro:)ooo
c..rQtion on L•• COUCOUlDE o.nd hiC1mny frou 1830 to 1845 fol101"TO(~ by snoke. 

T:iJ]O of nttnck 1845 

CP:_ Vicini~ of rond culvert nt 948-635. 

tlhile 01ononts of tho COf.1[lnnel were T.loVin:3 into poSition Colonel Folber 
roturno.i to infon.l Group of tho Jis~)oSitionS ,,-nd ti:".1e of c.ttnck. .tl.bout 1630 T/hon 
Colonel FelLer vmS returnin[; to hiS .;l,clv~mccd CP hiS quart~r ton yrc.s firecl on in 
tho vicinity of 950-630 by tho unlocc.ltc(l Gorl1<.!Il ~ Sone1"rhoro 1Jotweon the two hill~ 
South of 950-630. This cun WD.S firinc hi:-;h velocity sho11s Trith (~iroct observc.tion. 
'rhe quo.rter ton VlaS hit c..nd d:"nnced, the drivor killed, the COl:U:l['.ll~:inc; Officer of 
lLast Infnntr.{ end Colono1 Fell'cr l'[('uncled. Colonel Fclberrs Yrounu YiC.S slicht, a 
sudl )iece of shrapnel 10l~f,ecl in hiS finc;or, 1:rhich requiroc..l no hoS)it~,lizn tion. 
Cu1cnol Fel'.-;er J)roceeeloJ on feot to hiS idvrncecl CP. 
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• • N.:-.rr.:'.tiv.;; fvr "_Gnth l.f .I1.U-;. Ccnt'd • 

.I.t l03C the o.rtillury l.:li:::l its concantr:'.tirn I..!il 1.,.. COUC0J~W:2:. Tho ·)lo.toc'n 
of k21kS locoto 1 en tho Nurth slo',o of hill south (,f to'.'m 0 'onQ:~ fire en carr.1..'U1 
t:11ks c.~;.:-.in novine; vff hi:::;hvl':-'Y north cf tevm to (.tteeck our ri.ht fl~·.~1k. In thiS 
firo fi.;ht t'.nd o.t 0 r.:-.n~o of 12~/: y<:rJs cno ~·..:'.rk IV ;J'oci2.1 rr,,s (\;Gtr;.;yoct tvIO 
~:'.,.l:'.i.(;.l. The 3 trnks of curS on tho ncrth "fOro not ~'.11(; to s~x,t thes;:: [;orn''.n

t':.i:!_:3. 

..t 1[;45 tho C~ tkck jUl.l)a:l off. ..S it clo~r0,.l tho rc~'! vf lLl'-SoS 400 ynrdS 
.;2,st c f k l'm it c.[,<:.:in not hoc.-yy to.nk firo freD tho frent .:'n~l ri~ht fr"nt. In 
:'.,:.:i ti n to thiS tho Oon:lrn fired. sholls th;-t fron the scrocch .:'n,~ ,:l,x'n Tlare 
(;it::"r r(;ck..;ts .r S)Lothinc SiL;ili.:-.r tel it. ...~.:-.in the .::.rtillol"lJ '.:-:-.8 ,.Gkos. to 
~;'.o:~o tho 2ruc to tho north of tc-wn. In the l:lO.:-.nt:il:lo six r:;f (mr J\',!1 "'leenos ...",hich 
;":,-'. ' .;~i1 circlil1,-:; oVerhe:'.:1 Sudl..lonly 2ivel on ("ur troe j)s. ThoSo ~)lc,no's Stro.fo:-l urJ 
;: r IS ninutes in s-::,ite of ,,·ur yollo".; snoke; sicnc.l end sc.:-.ttero(~ tho infr'ntry 
:.i1~~ tC'.llks. The to,nk conpi'I\Y COUl.lMUer VI~S wounuel, two tc.nkS set t.firo ,nl 
->.~. '01. CrullrS frcl.l othor k.nkS ruSho,~ ovor to extin;--;uish tho fir",s (n tho tV{C 
t n~)3~'.bl.:lzo. Otmr cro1'J's h",-'J to extin~uish brush firos to ~)r(;V,.;llt tilo lo[Ucy 
!.~:<) ::1.1 oil in on~;in0 cCJl.1)nrtuont s fron bein:: i~itoJ. 

-:y 1945 the 2.'Ot2ck W[,S cc;ain reforn.lJ end lctunchcdYlith 'ut succ08S. Ono 
of our tt'.nks SUcce,)'.!o.! in Sottinf~ tho i:.:-.rk VI on firo vrhich 'olfeeS ·;:'.rk".l en tho 
Cu ~Jl)IL!-"".C roc..1 juncti '11 with tho hi:-:hucy. .ht 2C15 Colonel Feltor c'.ll-.)(.l off tho 
.:'.tteeck i'rr~ lirocte:l the Inf,::'.ntry CCLll.lc.nJ.:in3 OfficiJr to or;~.:'.nizo tll0 c;r Jun:.: for 
:.lofonso. T['nks Vioro withdr<:l'm ee lCoO y.:-.rcls to rop,.:>.s ['nd rosu·,.-);,ly .:'.;'1,: then 
''j.roctld to tie in vr.Lth the inf.:::ntry :1(,,;fon3 0 un:Lr ce,r::;2n1 of Inf:'llCry Cun""nJinG
Ufficer. 

Colonel Folber thon roturn.; ~l tu 1S t :rrcvisil'ml .:..I'llUroc: 2rc.u., ••:..~vc.nco-J 
C:e c.t Ch".TE,aU COHlJILL.C ['.!1(.~ o.cqU£'.into ..l tho CCl:1r.;o.nc.l:in": Gonard cf tho situccticn. 
,deens 1'(~ro discussed fc·r 'ho nttack on LOIl.IUL tho noxt.;ny. Soo 1 St 1..0 Field 
Or:..~;.;r 1'.Ul:1Ler 3, 25240(; :L., ••u~St 44 (soo journo.l fr:.r .nu,::ust). 

Ordors ".rare rccoiYad to c'rithch~~','J tl1u ini.J.ntr-i n.l1cI. t.~:,.nl~s 'c;::J:;t. of L.:l 
O!,)CO]:Z'..:u~~ hwk to tho CO~JDI11AC aroee:.ncl ~lrrJJXlru fo!' ~'. ~:oV'..lJ'():lt -to ilE o.sSoiJbly area 
000 yetrd;:: Co.St of l:I~"~llD~~ (900-6:;7). ..1:3,., to bo 1Jit:ldr'::L,il -.,01"0 COj,."K,l1i,,:J !r If ilnd 

;;C'; of 753rd Tank =:-£:.tt21ion <:.:.ncl Cor.:;'~~rt" :iC,i (;Y:t~J. T[,"J: lJ<:;[;tro:",;r'>~tclion nhich 
,TOra initially 0. ;x'.rt of 1 i.,;t h~o-\,;i:jionL1.1 Ji-l.'oroc.1. Gro-:::;':i.l• 

. Y 03GO 20 .I ..u:~;ust 1944 tho lc.tor :~.:-.rt of tho nrclor 1'[,3 c0untC!r'~1O.n:~oc1.' 
CC.r;C'.l1V II II 753rd Tt'.nk ~ o.tt,11ion hCL'~.l to rOf.1:}in 1'!ith tho 141st Inf2.l1"1:.l"'Y; Con ,.:-.ny 
dC:; 753rc.l T~:nk ~ 2tt C.lj on ho.J to le~.ve "lith the: 143r J Inf~try th0 4 k.nkS c.rrl 1 
t',;.;2'~ \..~c3troyor fcr the roo.c.l block, the ror.lc.in::.;r to jcin the FolL.;r Forco. ThiS 
luft COLll )2ny lie If 753r<.1 T~'.nk : nttcliom7ith 2 to.nks for tho 0 )0r~.ticn. COLn~,ny 
!ICii 53Gth Tc.nk lJcGtrc.yor : o.tto.licn to rOI1nin in ~)osition with oxc0~~tLn of 2 
t";Jl~ ~~ostrcyorS tc ra~)irt to FaILor Forco. 2 Tc:nk DestrvyorS 1'foro s,~nt f1'(,1'1
C~~D"';T ~J11 join;.:,: tho F,)l::·or Force ::c t c50c, n.:-.kin:3 n tokl of h t"nlc ~~eStrr)yorS for
tho Fol: ,:::r Ferce • 

...t thiS tiL;o tho 753rJ Tc.nk . {tkliun "XII :nttory of 6 ::cOSt'.u1t r-;unS, 
r\, "r,";'k --)r-,vJ.'l'USly..L \".; .......... __ thr.. .,tt"lJ.',"n
vrh.i.ch h'" 

r 
_...1 l'oon. l··,n,'.L.»...LU.Io.. 1 (".. ~ ., ~~ , J'e;""',,',., v.I... ( . ., • 

...t 0500 the F,;l'.ur Fcrcu, c,msistir.g of 3r.l : o.ttcli')l1 157t:l Inf::cntry 
(cnt;) ~l.iflQ COr,l~)o.ny notmt,:;.~ ('n t::cnks ); C()l.l~[1Ily 11..:..,11, 1915 t Trnk ~·::ctt2.lion, (14 t.:-.nks ); 
do:;:. c.ny "C II 753rJ Tt~nk . ~.tt 'li'n (2 tr:.r1kS n 4 t.:'TU( .lostroyorS; ,iF:/ Troo:,) 117th 
.LC(;l'1lK',isscnco ~qu,t,llrcn (14 li:;ht k.nkS); n:~11 :...c.ttory 753r,: Tmk :J.:-.ttdic,n ( 6 
c.S::;~,ult {~uns); "'.nJ thu CP::rou:) of 753r,lTnnk :,c.tto.lion which cCi.1'J:L3tu.1 of the 
:",c.tklL:nCol::::;.:'.n~:er~':ith ::c CC1:U:llll1icc.ticnS half trc.ck ('n.l ~,l1 S-3 vhc :.:2St of tho 
ti.w 1'1,',S ~:t Grou;:: EOI'.:~qu[',rtQrs [',S Licis n Officer; L0VO~, fror.l.thu CQI'D:Jn.L••C nron 
to tho o.SSen:.ly ::cr0o. o:",st of :~Il?,;..l4~NDE. 
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NQrro.tivu for 1.lonth cf hUg. Contlcl. 

The ::-:nttclion Cor.llJD.nclor vlith unit cOLJ.:;nri;~ors not Gcnor....l :~utlcr nt 
0600 ~'.t tho croSSrvc.,:S o::'.st of 1.:IR1.in.NDE. The on tire Gr(:u~) proco()(.~o~_: to en 
().P. in i:..;I~.NlJE which ovorlookol tro torr~in to tho n0rth. This torr~n is 
quito o)on nnd rolline viith nuf.lorous Strom linos ~nd Gullies. -'I.J O~S to b::: GO(lC~
tcn1c country. h.ttQck of r.IT.lOr 'V{ould be cross-corri,jor. 

Goncrr.l !~utler tron iSSuo] his orl..:or:­

:0utlcr Tnsk Force nttack LORIOL fron th.is vicinity enrli8st l.:oj]cmt. 

3rd :~nttc.licn l,1th Infc.ntry (- 1 Cor~xmy) ~)rococcl clone ~1::"Ch r;round 

;10rth I.;f llIRl-it.NDE to Cc.in hiGh ~rounJ overlookinG LOHIOL • 


••ITJor to proc0cc1 to left of Inf~ntry c.nrJ co()r·linc.to its 'T.JVo:·:ont vlith 

.')h.:; j.nfc.nty. 1 l-lifl. 0 Cor.r .'any to be c~r rio:1 Gn tnnkS. 


RcconI:UlisSnnco Squo..."!.ron to :)rovi ~o scrcen for c.rwoncnt of infr.ntry l'Jlcl 

C'.rlor. ;'J}lOn contQct is gc.ineu, roconnnissnnco ol.:;uonts to ;.'rovic~o 10ft c.ncl roar 

~ir;)t(;cticn infnntry to nttr.ck et 09GO - 2.rnoro'.1 n t le,OO. 


93r:1 i.rnorocl Fiold iU'tillory ~'.l11 :,::'.ttory 141 in (lircct su)~;vrt. 

A,-l~~iti:,nd infornc.ticn -rT['S -;ivon cut th:'t tho 3rd Division riC'S in 

=~u.i~T.MJ';!;i.wl; too 142rJ Infnntry j6thDiviS ion ,\,[::'.S novine tc PliEST;; e10LontS of 

h5th Divisisn 'celnc vruSt to L:(Vl~ON north of tho DiiO~E iUV~(;' on~~ ['. friol1clJ.y 

c.rn;ro.: forco Y:[,s ;.:' Vine vlcstfrcLl Gl~dlfl toLOl1IOL 3r;uth I,f t.ho D:I.O:::;; 1~I\TEi1 •.. 


Colono1 Folt or cQllej to -;othor tho ornc'ro(.l c()r.u:U:.n.~crs c.n:.: issu0~: tm 

f 01)_ ,Ji'f:1n;; orl:ur: ­

. Tho .:trnorod croup attQckS to tho north nt 1000 to r.SSist the infnntry 
to sioze tho hir;h crounc. overlookinG LORIOL !1nJ then to cQ~")turc the tmm of LOmOL. 

Tho Qrnor vrill nttnck to tho loft of tho inft'.ntry which 'vdl1 ')rocoed
o.lcnG tmt hif,h GrOuncl. 

Lino of Dopnrturc: StroDJJ lino runnil1G OQSt r.l1U rrost north of 

Coupnny 1I~ .. " 191st Tenk ~~,nttQlion (- l·rpl.:ttc'n) i'Jill S)Q.:Tho('Ll tho 
ntk.ck. l'ts ricpt olor.lont to~ ~c.in, rJCintain ccnkct, nnd rc[:;ul[>.to Q(:vc.nco 'with 
inf~ntry on our ri:;ht. Its 10ft olorwnt will pro'l,fi::lo loft f1r.nk ~"\riJtection. 
Ono :)1~: tcon to :)0 roor guard .:too follow nSSnult :;tIns c.t6cO yor ,:3. It is rcS­
: ,ons i'1,)lc for cur loft roar c.ncl rcc.r :~)ratc.:cticn. 

Troop "Fit l17th RoconIl['.iSSc.nca Sqmdron "rith 1 rife CO::l~;nny .:tttnc119d 
1lill fellow nttnck of COr.1l·\nny 1t,,~11 C'.t ..4co yardS. If nocoSSt'.ry it I rill sup:Jort 
tho r.ttc.ck of Con:xmy IIJ·.1t with vic;orous k.nk-infontry Qcticn• 

.tI.Ssnult ::;uns to folloYT' 'fraU" IlF" cloSoly. It ,'[ill hC'ovo Gno Socticn 
in ~)Csiticn teo fire on tDr:~ots on cnl1 •. ' 

Cor.:~~~ny "C" 753rcl Tc.nk :"'nttclion' to furniSh one tC.nk t:; c.rtillory 
c~.Jsorv(;r 93r~1 .J.r;~:crocl Fiul,l ~.rti1+ory:[l.ttr.1ion. Othor tmk to ~:o C'.vC'o'ilhblo to 
:C'ot·c.~'.lj on Cor.1r.lo..n(.~inG Officer. 

~.rtillery obsarver c.tt.:tchod to Con:JnrIy 11"." 191s t Tr.nk :,]::,ttr.lion • 
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N:c.rr:.tivc for ~~onth of .ti.ur:;. Ccnt'd. 
t., 

~ . i 
Joxi.s 'f eODnunicctic'n ;:n,~ 'ov<'-':eu:-"ti :'n: 

fo :.:t:hill of thc.t Il0untcin. -.,; 

CP clon[~ this rend • 

.lit 0945 tho nruor novel. out nncl crossoJ. the' Lino of'De":--.rtur..; :--.t lOCO • 
• lthcu,.:h tho aroo. ":lo.S C;oocl tr>.nk ccuntry, L~ifficulty 1i{~Scx')(,)ricon(;:'. in ercssin:; 
t Ito streo..l.1S cn-1 :';ullioS. It 'limS ncceSSc.ry to fin(~' forJs cn~l by-' \:--,S~;l;S lmich 
,f llCcoSSity slav/o,l :.iOl'tn tho ro.to of ~'roi·::ress. Sncil senttcre,~ c;rou' S of 
,,;'o0~St:nc'" VTOre uncoW1toreJ conSiStinc; l.l.:'.inly (If nnchino ,,;uns cn,: 3c::C 20~ J., 
::',m:J. TheSe vrore quickq kncckod cut. Cunk,ct "·[['.S :3c:.ino,: 1'1 ith tho ,nf:--.ntry 
,}V: ;:::~intc~in.u,~ thore t:ftor. 

:JY l~: to cftcrnc'~n the inf~,ntry ho.J roncho~~ tho ric.l:::;o :--.t 900-735. It, 
:.-:;u8110: out o.n out:)Ust on trcil to LOiUOL nut Sh01'JI1 on D<'.'). Infc.l1try ~c:.ttc:.licn 
CC.L;;:l.:'i ,::inG Offic0r ,-:oSirc,~ to roorsc.nizo in thiS o.roc~ prior to .-)ushinc; on to 
LO:nOL. ThiS \'[~'.S ,;rc:.ntc,l ~)y COl:U:lc:.nJinG Gcnoro.l, 1st IruviSi)l'1."'.l • .r:.:crocl Grou) • 
.t1.rLLr~,! :~:rou::; cle~)loycd for r.ll o.rcW1'J clofonso in Squ.."'.ro i;riJ. 97-90 cn:..: 73-74 c:.t 
1530 to reorcanize for the ;)u8h on LO~~IOL • 

• 1. ccnforonce Vf,"S hel(~ '1'iith the Inf~1.rrtr:l C0L;J::,~',n1in': Offic.::;r:--1L: ~ocision 
E:c,:e to c.tto.ck ~t lOy'!. Tho info.ntry t" fo1101'[ tho nCW1t: in tr.::il into LOiUOL, 
tho C'.r..:c:ro::.~ to ccntinuc croSS country t; the s,uthrro:Jt (>f LO.iGOL. 

Tho DrOC'. in 7ihich tho ar::lOroJ 1'[.".S reor::.:'nizini'~ \IC.S clofil.:'.l~b.: fran 
hi~hw~',y obscrv~~ti n. Fror.: tho knoll, 'which ·,'r0vil~od thiS ,~:efil,::'._:o, it 1'I'[',S o.:'.Sy 
tc so.... the hiehwcy 120C y['.r:..~s tc the 'west ,':"n:..~ rfo.tch tho GornL:.n tr.::ffic 3troo.ninr, 
to tho north tI"'Jin:; to ;~ot thrcuro;h our ,"rti11z;ry firo then fcllinc on the hir~h­
V[:--.y. Tho e:;rcund froLl thH~ knoll GIO:;'lOJ dC:"Tn\'fL:rd te; the hi:;hrm,y. T:lis 310:)0 
::-.»o.::-.r,-.~ to ho.vo abru:t exo:Js ,n,.: (~s ;.lotoruinocl lc.tor wr,s founl~ to ;Je SteelJly 
tOITc.ceJ. It W'O,S O~icn :--.nd under ~,orfect obsorvnti nfrel::!. the) hiChrr.:'.y ,"nel to tho 
ireJt thereof. To the ncrth 1'111 OVGr tho ,'roun,:l to be o.tto..cko(~ the c.rnor ho.cl to 
r.:,..Ne (ut in tho ol)on (tcre SS ricl[~e lineS fully OX;)OsoJ tc tho hie:;h,'ro.y cluttcroll 
"Tith c\;Str.)yej vohielos 'with Geruo.n suns :'n.:.l tc:.nks cf L~if.fcrunt cc~i~'or I'J'Oll 
c :;nce~,l~,: e(,,,st cn(l weSt of the hiChw~ • 

.t. rcconnc.iss:mce vmS ll:cJO ~'lonG tho hillSide to finJ're'utes f,)r c..rr:cr 

':''T ~ Ul1.: til() Stro.:'.ns :-.1lJ. :;Ullios th," t wcu11 c.fford ['. c-ovl.)roc~ Tjute of ['.,ro<'.cil to 

LUl~lOL. No r"ute couLl bo found 1:'oc.:'.us e of torr.:'.:in obSto.clos. ThiS }.:o,~nt .:en 

c.tt..:eclc in tho 0l'on ".'lith fl1Jl1ldnc firo frou tho ...-mSt c.nd northl','Dst. 


Tho nrtillel!y W,"S requestod to firo concentrr,ticns on tho hi:)n',-::'..y c:n-::~ the; 
r'J:'.c..:Jn tho o::-.St tho.t, )o.rc.llcd tho hi:3hrJ'CY fron 1015 to Hl30 folloTrc·_~ "y Snoko. 
Tld S curtdn ....:f Snoko to be no.ink:inc~l until ':".rJ.:lor rO:1cho,l LU~UOL. 

111." :L'.ttery 7S3r:l T,:-',nk ~.o.tti~licn fronrlofilr<:c.:o,~,'usiti,:ns 0n the hil18 iclo 
to C_vor tho loft flcnk of tho c..tkck ~:y firo. 

Prior to the ('.ttc:ck "x" : c.ttory s:rottou c.n 88 in :iositi ')n ',reSt of hir,;h­
vro.y .:'.n:..1 cloStr0ye~; it. 
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N~.l~·<tivc for ~:onth cf 'loW3. Cont',l. 

"lot 1830 tho. ~rl.lcr JULlOel off cross ccuntry Goine; north. ·.:it:tLn ton 
l.li1l1.:t.~3 it r['.n int'~, ~ heavy curk.in of ~nti-t~nk r'.nc.~ t.::.nk fir~ fron the west 
,"-n~'. n:rth':rcst cnJ clcse in, therefore ~)oti'roon the ~~rnor .::.n:l th...: sn0lo;:u screen. 
I'~n::3 :'n~l t.:-nk c.~estroyorS D.:mueverod for :")os"1.tL'n to s:)ot ,".lll.: C(C~x'.t thiS fire. 
In "~h0 onsuin2; trm hour fL)1t we ht'.cl lost 3 :1+ k.nkS .:.:n:l 2 k.nk l.~ostroyorS one 
. f ..-jrich w:-:.s re:).::.ir:-:.ble. Only one ::':-rk 4 1"rr'.s.~eStroyo(l north..-:ost oi l ur :)OSitir n. 
U\)lT ,.:,th..;r On,J:1Y t['.nks of tho ~~:'.rk VI ty.)O, ['.lthcW;h hit nunurol1.S t:iJ:1CS ;'y Clll' 
~4IS, wore Un(:Cl.l:-:'~;O:~ nnc1 y:ithJroll t. dofila.:!ed ~xSiti:ms. Thell' loce.tions woro 
c;ivcn tc the o.rtil1ory but tho reSUlts cf its fire is net imcwn. It 1'r~'.S deter­
'8.11,;,' tlrt thoSe Cbrr.:•.-m t::nks h[~c1 beon hi '.in[; behind tho St0C~) tOrl'C'.ccs just e[,st 
'li" til,; roo.cl which :xlrnllecl tho highwny. . 

Since cl.:>..rknoS8 vmS n:':'ro.:>..chinc; Q :'oSition of Jefon80 170.S t.::.l~,Jn u:"). The 
'.llf:'ntry y,['.S casuountecl .:mi out:,oStod the .:'..ron. .it 220 j Colonel Fd;_cr ro~)orted 
~C' t:1,j Grou:) Ci-'. There he receivel inStructicns th;'.t tho R.O.T. Jl~3 
-,;oulc: :)e~'in i'.1ovinr' in thc,t ni:;'ht C'Ild thnt the ;~.:>..ttnli;n VJDull~ SU': ort the attnck 

,)f :~.C .T·: 143 on LOHIOL ,['.nc! t~ the Scuth. . ­

Upon Colonel Fo11x;r I S return he ,,~irecto'! the O:,erdi cnS 30rcec~nt to tC'.1<o 

'-'. ~:ct.::.il at Jcylic;ht c~nl reccrmoitcr the trdl ovur the hill tc LOllIOL for the 

;;.:~3S:,.~:O of o.rr.lOr end ::lotornino the al:. unt cf piononr rrork nccos~':T.f. 


~lot 0630 29 ,,~u~:ust the o-~"or.:.'.ti n5 Scr~e:,nt roturn(j.~: 1'iith ro:)ort tht'.t a 
~~ull(~c zer 'would be neoded. hoquuSt ",.r:'.8 E[:::le un 1st irovisincl .n.rr.:-Jrc'-.l GrOUT"> for 
roconno.is8nnco to finC!. n route; over tho nounk.in te. LO~UOL. ThiS 1"[,,,-s or:ored 
ty 1 S t l' ." •• G. 

Colonel Folt~r thon loft tc c,.;nt:'.ct Colonel Frc..zicr COLll1.".uc'.or of 1St 

~>ctt:lin of l43rl!. Inf:-~ntry 'who hc._~ tho 3rJ :-,ntkli m l57th Inf.::.ntry c.tto.ched to 

hir: i'0r the cn~)turo of LOlUOL. flD.ns 1'Jero tc.lkel!. ovor fer the c.tt['.ck. Tho 3rd 

.c.tk.lic,n 157th Infc.ntry c:lrec.dy hL~oJ tro;.:)s in :...nrt of LOlUOL. Tho 1S t :~o.ttalicn 


143r'-.: Infc.ntry I'{(lS to swoc:) north~'/()St of LO~UOL Ql1:_: ,-'.rivo to tho yrost ncross 

t.ho rnilvrC'y er.ibanknLlnt .:m::l scuth of the JIlO:E jUV.B:il to ostC'.blish ['. stronG :)oint

['.strL\J the hir;hrlC'y runninG v{Cst frcn LOitIOL. 


OrderS fron CCL1;-.Km:.lin~; Gonernl, 1St i· ....G. diroctos. tho .:'..ri::or tl cet 

j.ntc LC/iUOL th,~.t .::'.fternoon inclu,linc tho nrncr then in 0. ~:efenSivo )ositicn• 


.since tho c.rJ:1or ....,['S 1lI1:l1:1o to [love froT.; its :)reSont luc:-:.ticn croSS_ 

ccuntr:f to LUlLIUL, it vmS o$Sentinl to, find SO::10 other ;.lemS 0f :~ott.in~~ thoro. 
 Jlo 

roc n:l:'.issnnce SecticrtYln8 nlrencly onCc.,',:od in checkinc. the r.:. ."'.:~S l/Vor the nount­
c.i.l1 to LOitIOL. To tosuro hiS O;,-'or.:>..tions ScrG(3r.nt fs rei.,ort 1'T,~s ccr:toct, Colonel 
l"ol:Jor w<::.lkoc1 ovor tho trc.il to LORIOL IJ.Ild confirneltho Ser~o;-.nt's ro")ort. 
U>8n h1.S return to the CII tho reconnaissc.nce ·officor con:~uctiriC the rcmtc . 
rec n.n:'_isSence for tenkS' rO~)(jrtcd th;::t there vrcre no ror..:s fcc.Si~)lo for t,:,-nk usc, 
thd in fc.ct it hnc.! beon difficult fur qunrter tons to ~;et uver tho nount.:>..in. 
Colonel FeEx:r than vront to 1st p.•J._.G. CF r.n~l requeStell En:~inoors 1'[::.th a 'mll ­
Lozor '~e Sent u~; ir.ll:1oclintcly to 1'li(~on thu Llountnin tr.::'.il • 

...t 1745 Do tclo:?hono cq.1J, fron Cor.:n:;,rKl·ins Genoral, 'lSt lJ.~I..G. intorned 
Colenel Folber No Enc;ineers "rere c.:vcJ.ln;)lo ,:11r1 to rc:)ort to the C1'. COl1!D.I:W liD II 
?53r(~ 'l'r:.nk :;nttc.licn rnq Con:x'.I:W lie il 636th T.:>..n1{ DoStrcyerS Y.::Qtt-o.lion hc.cl arrived 
in the Grou:) .:>..rO'n·:,"tlJ Wcirc.recclSSinG. Colonel' Folbar :i'l[l.S c.li.roctec: to ~ot· r.rnor 
into LCc.aOL w'r1tht,he lo~st' ::rncticcl delay. Colonel Felber then c.:irectocl the 
t:"nl~s ; nJ tt:nk (~ostroycrS tc. (,.8S enl>lo in tho FerJor Force c.ron ['.8 S0811 nS ro~c,ss_ 
inc 1[.:>..S cOl'Jl)letod. U:)on arriv['.l in thr.t Qrcc. to cliST.lOunt enouCh r.1011 rrith r.vaU­
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IT.:-~r, :tive for j ~()nth of ,H,U';. Cont 1d. 

['.1)10 3J:lOvols ::'.nJ -iekS for ~;ionuor ,',"Or1-::. ,a r:ui-'Q~t tho ~~330;J1:'ly c,roC'. '.rculc.~ 
c.:ircct thuLl to tho tr:cil. 

Tc.kinc; tho t::'.nk ,"n"l t::'.nk ~loGtrGyor offiCerS in quo.rter L,ns, Colonol 
Fer ,-r ::'.n(.1 ~x'.rty Tront ovor the tr:;il to LOiUOL. un tho Ti(.'y contC'.c t Tic-'.S rlc.c.lo 
''-iti1 3rcl : ['.tklion 157th Infc:ntry C:11:.1 .::,rrc:nr·;or:ont3 L:~c:o for ~)ioneor _'lc.toon to 
.ioiil t.:'.nhi.on in vriJomnc: the trc:il. On th0 ri,~~.:o D_;~')vO LC\a01 thu qu..:rtur tons 
',:oro ::lent back to tho c:r(;Q to ex)or.Qto i.lGVOl.l(mt c:f t~nknen Uri th.J tr~'.il. The 
ufficcrs Horo orientou on tho terrc:in c:n~ uiSSion'3 c.s5i,;nc 1. They Here (lirocteJ 
to return to their crc~c.nizc.ti()ns C'.Td h~.v0 thoD ~')ro:'):".re'~ to ncvu on 2. nonents 
I. ,r t:~.C). 

The tc.nks m:.l knk destroyerS nrr l.vocl in tho ['re.:-~ i:,~r Jl.j.15. : 'y 153C t.:mk­
! ~C.l ',::i. th ShovelS nncl "1icks 1"Toro vrorkinr: fron tho northorn ti:; C'f the tr<".i1 
1 'oJ.·l::Ll:-~ S,uth 1'1hil:..; the );L,onoor· ;")lc.tu -:n c.'f inf~'n,try StcrtC(~ :'t tilO 3:'~;.th8rn 
. 'n~~ TT()rkin~'; ne rth. '.fj.thin throo hours ~'i0rk wC'.i3 COL:~;lotol:. •..lthul.'C:h tho vfOrk on 
the: tre,il 1'l,::,s a fnr cry frau vrhnt vrc.S rl)C'..11y noedecl ['.ne! n ~)it risl:y-, it vrc.8 felt 
tlr.t tho urr~oncy 0'1 tilO nOI:lont to eX,)oc.~ito k.nks ovor tho trc.il H~'.rr.::;nto(: theriSk. 

On tho ilo;,{ ~).:'.ck Celonol Fel1)or otc~ )c;od into tho ;ntkboD C~) of 3rcl 
:<'.tt..::;licn 157th Inf[mt!'1J <.n(1 infon.lO:l thi.,; ConG~~n'.1inf; Officer th,~~t c.rl:ar 1'[,'.3 coninG 
throudl ,~n(l to Sto" trc.ffic .::;t the nnrth on'..l. Onco .::lrI:lor rr,:'S on tho tr:cil trc.ffic 
C:YLl.l\.:"only bo ono l;~;C.Y. Tho Inf,"nt:cy C'~rnlan:.lin;: Officor infcrr.l.:;~~ Colonel Felbor 
Yh::.t COLll.lQilc.inc; Officer H.C.T. 1L~3rc.1.. Infan~ry 1'J"C:S in CO!il.1.~nJ .::nc: iSi3uinc ()r(~ers 
L,t hiS Cl' .:::.t the north onl of the tr:..:i1. 0incc tho :'~:.tt: lien ll.:'.(~ no tolo)hono 
COlJj.lUnicr.tion vrith ~t.C.T. ltd, Colonol FelLer h,:-~'l to ri~(; 1,.:.,c];: U', t:10 trc:il to tho 
4.C.T. 143. i~rr.:::.n:.:;oncntS nol'O n::do I"rith COfY::i1n:.1inc; Ufficor 1}.).3 to ;~CITJ trc.ffic 
on til(; tr['.il. ..t tho S,'".i..10 titlo rocor.ll:Lonc.lc.tLns ,'[oro nC'. :'0 for the u30 'Jf aruor . 
lJti.ch wc.s ct)prcvoJ. Soo O')erc.tions In~Jtructi nS Nuntor 35 n.c.'l.'. l~J in Journ."'.lf .'r •.u:;uSt. . 

Colonol Felt'or roturnod to the :,atti.,li,.n cr c~t 1920 inforno~~ the tt'.nk: 

nn~: t.::;nk c.leStroyer COl:1u['.nlorS of tho ch:..m:~o in orclors and diroctoc: the nrnor to 

novo inrlodintcly. ~·I.t 1930 QrrJor WetS novine; u:' tho trc.il. ~.rr['.nC)::.::.nts l'rerc nc.c1o 

'I'dth the c.rtillory to Snoke thett :lart of tho ::,.ren ObSCUl:'lll'; the trC'.il fron Gcrn.::m

o':;sorvc.ticn. 

Drivin~ over.. thiS tr.:::.il with shC'..r:) 1:-011c:'s Cc.llec.l for slcTr ['.n~l c('lT.oful. clrivi n 
JuSt cno t[>rik to bre,"'.k Jmm or throw [> trc:ck TfCulc. ))lock tho tr['.il for hours; 
lirovcmt '::rr.lOr. frau runchin:~ the infnntry in tin~ to pnrticijy.'.to ;in the o.ttnck; [!nd 
deny t.h\.l uSe .of the "trc.il to tho infnntry who wore uSin~; it 0.8 c.n [llJt:unj.tion ,:'.nd
SUJ,Jly rr;uto. 

}'Qrturu::.toly Coq·)o.ny II~ II 753rcl 'with 6. tcnks, Conr).::tny ilC II 636th Tc.nk 
Jo:Jtr\..,Y·Jr :.::ttk.lion vrith 6 tC'11lc destroyors ('nd the lic;ht t.::;nk conpnny'.[ith 12 
t::'11k8 c~,rryir'l:~ inf['.ntry cot ovor tho tr.:::.il. Tho bnnk un:ler (me liGht tc.nk Gave 
1'1o.y turnin:~ it over. ThiS fortuno.tely h:-'~'l),onecl in C~ s:')ot th:,t coulc: ~)o by~ )[1,SS:oc1.
l~ost of thQ tC'.hks of COr.l~nny fl•• " 191st 'Tc.nk :~[',ttctlion C:;ot throur;h. :::r thiS t:iro 
tho trc.il hed boon So wonkono_l f:con tho ".[~sse{;o of [".rnor th[>t tho left Sielo ncar 
tho llcrth cnd of thu tr~cil :~c.vo TTe>y. ThiS cnusel1 tho lc.st trIO tC'.i11:c .:'TId ono 
k.nl:: ('.cstrayor to throw thuir tr"ckG • The t..:'.nk3 't'lLn"C in e poSition to be oaSU;r' 
:)ullol: off tho trC'.il, Unfvrtunntuly. tho tenk: destroyor thrOTT its tr2.ck C\t C\ 
bon,'.. in thr) tro.il couin:'; C~QTm hill. In S:')ite of everYthinG thnt Tr:-J3 c.lono thiS 
tel1l<: c.:aStroyor coul::l not ~)c l:l.ocd ~,nl effectivoly l.;locko(l the trdl tho rcr;windor 
of tho ni::;ht. ~·.t doylicht the infc.ntry P.1c.r.ocr )lc.to:..-n clo[cr0c.l e :,C\ssQGo rJido 
enouj'l eround it for qucrter ton traffic •. ", 
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H:~':: ~:tj_vC! for ;.onth of ..l.U:~. Cont rd. 

Thu oxnor h.:'.d, t..:'.kon So lonr: to r0C'.ch LO:trrOL th~.t the..; o.tt.:'.ck Scho,-~U:lo<l o.t 
20GC H~.G cO.lled off. Tho c..rr.lOr joino~~ tho reS' ,octivo bo.ttC'.lL:nSit 1i.:'.S ntto.chod 
to ~'n(! 17,:dto~l for ,.~o.ylic;ht. 

'lot 2300 n LlOS3o.:::0 VlQS roceivo(~ froLl 1st Provisi')uD.l •.rLloro~: Grou~) thnt 

GOrT.o.!V "CII 636th T<::nk DeStroyerS vr.:::.S to be roloo.Sod iDTloc:i.:'.toly, t;lC'.t Troo:", 

HF,j 117 tieconn'1iss c..nco S,uo.c1ron vm.S to c.ssod:lo in LOltIOL ~:n(: .:'.uo.it orJors; .:mel 

t;hc.t tho infantry COD~)C.ny wc.S to rojoin itS ~;Cl.tt.:'.lion which ho.c! ~;eon ruliove,el • 


...t 0600 30 i.u'-.;ust tho H.C.T. 143 sUpl'orteJ ')y ,-:'.rnor jurl)Oll off. Tho 
~::::~ ~jc.ttdion 143 su:'):)orted by C01J:larw 1I~ II 753rd TC'nk :~c.ttoJ.ion .:'.tto.ck to the 
'\ ·,)·Jt to tho river junction, thenco turmcl south tawarcl their o~;joctivo on the 
" 7i;~ line. The 3r~.: ::::o.ttc.lion 143rd Infc.ntry sU~'::;orto:l loy COi.T)<:~l1;y li•• ;I, 191Gt 
~.')ll: : .~~tk.livn c~tt~:ckocl to tho south o.striilo lITmf.f••Y NDl:::.Ea 7 to its objuctivo 
•. :.1 tho 7J eric: line. Tho 2nd =~QttC'.li(ln 143rd Infon try r1O.int2.ino'~~ cont~~ct botTroon 
'vhc 1:3t :'.m 3rd :~atto.lions. 

~~oSistcbce waS vory li"-;ht. L'.nd s:)orC'.dic. Tho o.c~vc.nco ~)ro ,..:reS -; 0 ,-1 3-1only 
tecc.uGo 'Jf the houso to house clon.nU") onu sonrch in ('.ro.;vrs .".ncl GuEioS. Jy 1200 
['.11 units had roo.chcl the 70' crirl line. Contc.ct h.".cl boun 1.1.:'.(:0 rrith tho 3rcl 
Divisic'n nc.lv"oncinr: ncrth, thiS .ondec.l tho onC;C'.coLcnt • 

..t 1250 ordorS nL!ro rocoj.70C.~ to rG)ort to GrOU~) Cf' nhere (~r:\::rs ;'Toro 
iSs,uocl to nove' tho :'Q~toJ.icn t<.; c.n c.G8oI:1~'ly ar()o. south of CIL~:;~UI1 

•U)on c..rrivcl thore the J.::.tto.lion C,~.r.10 under 36th Div:Lsi,·,n control. 
" ~ 

, ·...t 1700 all olonqntS o:f tho :"atk.lion Sco.ttororl ever c. 50 [1:1.1c OXC.::l. .beGan 
novin:~ on CIL-..::':;EUIL. ~~y21GO the entire =.::~t·t,:'lion 1[0.8 .::l.ssC:.1blOl~. Dct.:'.cruJ.ents of 
()tllOr units to the Felber Forco rojoiriol thuir or:";c.niz:>.tionS. 

OIlc."11CC. 

Durin[~ the entire nonth Corr)c.~;'y- if... 1! 1';2.8 nttnchc,l to otl10r orcC'nizations 
['.ne: not under :.~o.tto.liun control. For c.n C'.ccount of its c.ctions soo :.~~~'onlix 
Hun~ or 4. 

• . ~I , ~. . 
., ,',•.:.; I 

JO,jmJH G. FZL::;;::;;'t 
Lt. Colonel, 753rc: Tk : .n, 

"" ConJ].(.'u1Clii1:: f 

\'\' 
", " 

r; 
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OVerl~ to ACCOl:lT'.any Narrative 
fOl' l:.onth of AusuSt, 1944. 

EX'I'RACT OF VERBfJ. ORDEn.... 

1nf: 
1 . 	 To organize and defend ground on hill mas 3 SE of Lalley, 

and establi) h road blocks . 
2 . 	 To organize and defend high ground on left side of pass . 
3. 	To have one company in re';erve . 
h. 	To cover entranceS to tunnel':; . 
5. 	To contact French on right arul coordinate fires . 

'I'D' s : 
1 . 	Furnish one TD at gap for road block . Remainder at La OroD: 

de Haute. 

Tanks : 
1. 	One platoon in res erve at 651755 . Remainder at La Croix do 

Haute. 

EnerS : 
1 . 	 Fo"': itionS as Shmm on overlay . EStabliSh Water Point . 

Al'·'vy: 
1 . 	 59 AFA(- ) in direct su~)port . 

l':ed . 
1 . 	 Collecting Detachment to coordinate uith and assist eVaCl1..nt:l.on 

from 2nd. Bn. , 143 Inf . Regt . 

OJ: 651756. 

7u-------r----- ­
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HEA~UAR'I'Effi 753RD TANK BATTALION 

APO 758, tJ.e;. Army 
 \~ 

" 

17 October 1944 

gUBJECT: Historical Narrative for Month ofC;eptember. 

TO Commanding General, c; eventh Arrrry, AFO 758, u. e;. Army. 

During the entire per~od our tank companies were attached as folloYffi: 

Company IIA" to l41st Infantry Regiment. 
Company "Bn to l43rd Infantry Regiment. 
Company tiC II to l42nd Infantry Regiment. 
A platoon of Company liD" to 36th ReconnaiSsance Troop. 
A platoon of Company tlDII_to 636th Tank Destroyer Battaljon. 

The Battalion as a whole was faced with two major problems: first, 
maintenance and second, personnel. 

The pursuit- from L~ Mlfi to LORIOL during- the latter part 01:' August had 
placed a terrific strain on all of our tanks J espuially on tracks I eng,;nes J and 
bogie Tlheel,s. A five to seven day period devoted entirely to maintenance would 
have been of gre~t benifit during the first part of the month; but parts for repair 
were not available and the tactlcu: sjtuation demanded that all available armor be 
with the Regimental Combat Teams in their continued pursUit of the enemy•.­
Fortunately the DiVision Commander vms ,-,-ble to rotate his leading regiments and 
keep one ROT in division reserve for t;r;o to three day periods.- This enabled the 
tank crews and company maintenunco soctions to maintain an unusually h:lgh standard 
of light maintenance. The battalion-m~,intenance platoon rendered nll assistance 
possible during th7se reserve periods. 

During the second half of the r:onth the parts problem began to clear up and 
the Ordname heavy maintenance cor- ':-': l:-e~ -:;rare able to set up far enou@ forward to 
:Cake care of the normal orclriance T;orJc ynthout too much delay. HOYloyorl tracks J 
support rol~ers, bogie wheels, and one,inos r-emained near criji1cal_iteIil).~ 

Our second problem, that of personnel, was in many respects~morc serious 
the first. A tank can be replaced but trained and experi~nc.cd personnel cannot be. 
During May and June the battalion lost rather· heavily .in ta!:lk cOmm.::l.nders and tank 
drivers. These mon were replace~ shortly be.forewe, left I~by men 1'rho had only 
tyro to three- weeks trairilng in tanks. However, by Itscrhping the bottom of the 
barrel ll and shifting personnel we were able to put 6Xperiencea men in driver and . 
tank commander positions. Since land:ing in France Vie hB.ve lost 16 tank commanders 
and 17 drivers. Adequately trained and eXperienced personnel viere not available to 
take over these positions therefore it VIas necessary that ~anks be deadlined for 
lack of crews. It is contemplated that wh.on 'tbe:mxt inc...ent of rqplacaments 
report, to.' the b~ttalion ~ will.run a dri~-llg an~ .gw:merY. sbhool in the rear area 
to qualify them. The school will have no definite time lirilit, no hOur by hour 
schedule 'and .".Till be concerned -.-lith only one objective - make the sold:!-cr a tanker. 

The-terrain ovor 'whiCh we 'Operated ~aried from~oiling·to· PtuJi,·:·vdth...·Eui 
abu.ndD.nc.e of thickl.:Xl ,"vooded areas nnd an excellent road net. The ground itself 
was 'uSuall1 treacherous, particularly as we CmIle closer to-the VaHle.; llUNTAHR. 
Fields which appe.:1Xcd at first- sight to- be firm would not support vehicles due to 
their boggie base. All of these factors made it almost imposc;ible to usc more ­
than one platoon of tanks in an area at a time. Frequently the moVCtlent of tanks 
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wns so restrictod toot a platoon o.r. three tanks could ,operate more oi'fedtiveJs than 
a platoon of five. .. , .~. .1.. 

".~." • • .,.:: . J . 

For a detailed account of sor,lO 01'. tho tank aetion see the Repor..ta of 
Companies "A11 <lIld "C II atto.chod heroto as Appendicies 1 nOO 2 respectin,tely'_
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HEADQUARTEffi 753RD TANK BATTALION 

APO 758, ·U. ~r. Army 


UNIT DIARY FOR MONTH OF ~EPTEMBER 1944 

1 ~ eptcr.lber '19h4 

Battalion ( - ) left o.reD. vicinity CHABEUll. D.t 1030, clos:ing ::t HOUTERIm • 
at 1330. 

2 S eptenber 1944 

COT.1pany "Alt attached 141st Infantry Regiment. One Platoon 
"D" Company D.ttached 36th ReconnaisC1ance '!roop.0ne Plntoon 
IID" CompnrJy uttached 636th Tank Destroyer BD.ttalion. 
Compcmy "B" attached 143 RCT. Company "C" attached 142 RCT. 
Batt<.~lion· ( - ) moved from HOUTERIVES at 1030, closing at 146754 (vic:inity 

GRENAY.) '. 

3 ~ eptember 1944 

One. platoon "D" Conparv rcie<"seu. from attachnerit 636th Tnnk Destroyers. 
Dispos i tion unchD.nged. . 

4 C; optonber 1?44 
.. 

Battalion ( - ) left GREIJIY :::.t 1000, closing 1 l'l~e North BOURG nt 1630. 

) ~ontember 1944 

Battalion ( ..; ) left DOmo at 1030, clo'3~ng 1 mUe East r.c:UH.AtB at 1730. 

6 q optcnbcr 19!~ 

Battalion ( - ) left LOUfL·l.?R ;'.t 1330, c1o~in~ viCinity ARBOJS D.t 1730, 

7 - 8 C; eptcmber 1944 

Disposition unchanged. 

9 ~ eptembcr 1944 

Disposition unchanged. 

Conpany- "A" ,md Conpc:my "CII each lost one tank to onenw action during 
~s operations. 

10 S cptcnber 1944" .. ' 
.: ' • I • ~ • 

Battalion (. - ) c+osed- new area (717727)' at; 2106.: .' Otie pJ.atoon~Corapa1V "D" 
was attached '00 636th Tank Destroyer Bo.ttalion. Reminder of attaohments remain 
unchD.nged. 

II Septanber 1944 .. ; . 

COllpanies supported units to ivhich they are attached Battalion ( .. ) 
closod ANDELARROT at 1100. 



Unit Diary Oont1d. 

12 C; eptcl.lber 1944 

No change in a:ttachnents. 

Battalion ( - ) closed at 857974 (vicinity VESOUL) at 1800. 

~ 13'C;eptenber_1944 
, .. 

Elenents this batta1i~n supported units to which they are attached. 

14 Cjeptcnber 1944 

Dispos i tion unchanged. 

15 C; cpt,J!ilbor 1944 

Disposit~on unchangedy 

Two tanks knocked out by CIJony cOtGtion during days operations,. 

2.6 ~ aptor.mer 1944 


OP r.lOved to 006141. TIoni:.'.inQ'Jr Battalion, unchanged. 

". 1 . 

1.7 ,30ptOI:lber 1944 

OF novod to 035210. Attnch.lorrts unchangod. 

18 Scptcnber_ 1944 

Elements this.Battalion suppcrted units to vmich they are attached. 

19 S eptcmbcr 19h4 

Disposition unchanged. 

20 q eptenber 1944 

Battalion ( - ) closed P1mmIEll~ (075377) at 1930. 
-,1 21 1'epteLlber 19.44 ­

Disposition unchanged. 

22 Cj optenber_ 1944 

Elements this Bc..tta1ion suoportcd units to which they arc att.:.chcd.' 

23 ~optCI.1b0r 19W+ 

Dispositicn unchanged. 

2LI t) cptcr.,ber 1944 


BattaJ.ion OF c1o~od 1604h6" 'at 1S'45; . 

.- - "," . 



• 

Unit Diar,y Cont'd. 

No change in attachnonts. 

26 Sopt.'3T.lber 1944 

Disposition unchanged. 

27 q optenbor 1944 

No change in attachocnts o 

El.enents this Bntto.lion Sll.'ppor ted. ur;its to which they are attached. 

27 .::; I3ptenber 1944 

Di3po3ition unchanged. 

30 C; cptcnber 1944 

CF V160446 

11.1'\.11 Conpany - attached 14.' -q. ;'I' 

IlBIl ConparlJ'- - attnched ll..;._~ ].,;1 

lIC:1 Conpnny _ attached ::'.\1 :.·~r:rT 


One plntoun riD" Coupany .- ,X~' ~.(";h0.d 36th Reconnaissance Troop. 

One platoon IIDrI Conpany. ::L~ ;~lj:10d 636th Tank Destroyer Battclion 

Rear Echclcn - REIJIRSiiON'L' . 


• 
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COllPANY "a 11 

753RD TAJ.ITK BATTALION 
"'J 

, NaRRATIVE OF CbLP.h.HY IIA" FOR MONTH OF ~EPTEMBER 1944 , - .,,' - ----.,..--. - . ' ~ .~ . 
,'·It 

l\~~p.tember 1944 
. !, ~~ 

Gomp~y dcta'ched from. 141 RCT in vicinity of OOURG DE PEAGE aT@.. or~ers wer~ 
received fl'.om 753rd' Tank Batta1ionCo~ander to join battalion in vicinity Qf_ ,'. ,',' 
BEAUREPhI8.2 for ::laintenance and reorganization. C~:>Dparw moved: fror.1 asseml?ly area' , 
'at 1330 on an ~ch.1ini~trative march and clog.eir: in battalion area at '1600. Pars9nr1ef' 
tired fron con.~tant movemen~. ,{)6mparwt~~.stJ;~th faJ: conbat ....;,":lO. . ­

2 ~ eptember 1944 . " 

: Compa.ny attached to 141 RCT·on o'rdet-- of Di~ion Cpmtlander' at -o400a,nd . 
company 900nander went forwa~~to 't;tEP'l'EME'w'lW,~,,,, .regiinental headquarters wa~' ;ocate'd 

. for orders. Comparv oedered to;lfIro_ ~it!s... : ,tt~.y.. . CoJnpany moved adr:J.m+str~ 
ivelyto vicinity of HEYRIEUIunder c~d: cif E~cutive O~fia:e1"~, Co~y cpmma~er 
ordered to a9~eoble coupany in RCT areaf'or 'an -attack onliYON from the west. T~nlq::, 
were to be uc; ad to' prevent an armored counter--attack. . Tanks closed in assemb.l¥~'" . ' . 
area 1 kilorieter .soutr oj JANNE'YRI.lB attar deeisioJl, ~s made by regfiiental:"c2~d­
er tho.t, tanks 'could not be favoro.bl..v employed to aw advantage beea'IIs-c of f~o~ . 
that terrain wa.~ to.,? soft for tanksan~ visibility-was lioited iy: .hcfavy rains ' 

'i(hroughout day. Remainucl,·in ,area fOl"'11ight ':'" vohicles~serviced. ' . 

'\ ' :. ~ 3' se~tembcr J..944· ~ " 
. ~( . - .' ' 

RHONE ~VER bridgcqb~OW\1 ~ l41 RCT" s'bctor', and at. lsi><>- hours; \th6 coilJp~ 
was ordered to ~oin the 93rd .ATnored. Fie~dA1'~illery Battalion, ant; tnctical' ;'Cad '. 
march ,that tObk. c.ol~ thrQugh 3rd DJ.visJ.oI'l t;eetor. Rout,e reconnoJ.tcred by , 
executive' "for bridges that CoUld 'carry ·40 -tonS, a'nd erossing-was r:u..de n-t SAULT. :­
ColurJtl:orEan~zed und~r. ,COl!lr:l::!nd of .Field .u-till~~ \~ttaliori COI!lLlaIldor with ftank~ 
and 2 tank de9troy~~.. in advance gunrdfollowed,by, cODI:land group ~t 500 ynrdS •. ' 

1000 yards behind ,thi~ group cane the'mnin'bo<tr con~u:ting of balD1lce of Oomparw.

"A" 7~3rd Tank ~attnlionJCor.1pnny "cu t36thTank PestroyerBattalion and' 93rd . 

Armored Field· artillery Bntt9-1ion. ' ' . 


No contact yrith enellY W<''.''1 Dado; Em'oute orders were received to close the 

armo'i'cd group in an <lrea 2 kilometers south of ~T ANDRE DE CORCY. Column closed 

in asqembly area at 1900 hours. Vehicl~s serviced.and guards posted• 


. 4 September. 1944 

0030 hours, company ordered to join -RCT colu:i:m. on n1ght- tacticcl. march in 
pU!'suit of encn:y. Tanks in 3rd serial were to be ·Used to transport inl'antry 
prirJar:iJ.y. 0130 hours comparv noved, froLl IP at C) T' JJIDRE DE COROY ru.ong route 
desigU<'.ted by division order to vicinity of MAC~lH•. When "cOluon renched REPLON<lER 
orders were changed and column procccded- to q}<llMOYER ':'C1Cl3ing in bivouac at 1900. 
No contact ,dth enemy was nade. Vehicles ~erviced. 

: I 

.....'~eptenber 1944, ' 
. ,i. . . 0; f 

Orders received to nove witAR.CT o.t 0730 'on a .... tact:j.cal road,i1W.rch in 
pursuit 'of the encny in- dircctic-nof ~T GEH~.iAIN·DE oom ~ .Arnor plO-ced in 3rd 
serial as rcgincnt['.l reservc 'vTith mi!"!~ion of carry1n~ inl'antry. No contaot with 
ener.:ry was nnde and conpany wa~ dircctod to c-1o~'a in an as~et1bly aroo. in vicinity 
of <:)T GERl-lAIN DE BOrq .,at 1,00 bours. Vehicles serviced and I:1aintenanco became ­
a pr:iJ:w.ry- prob1:OI:l bcc[),ll."lc of rqp±d novenont and we'aring out of irreplaceable parts, 
ie. tracks, bogi~ wheels, and track ~up)ort rollers. 
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" .,' ..."A" Co. Narrative Cont.d. 
, , . . . 

.~. '.~.6 s epten!=>er 1944 
~ 

~,' .'. .. 1.,_"" 
. ... . . 

,_1200 hours ~T 'GERN.hIN DE BO~' orders were received fron .141 RCJ' to 'ln~e 
with 93rd Amored FiGld .il.rtillerr Battalion to vicinity of POLIGNY - on an . 
adbinistrc.tive I1QI'ch to carry one battalion of infantry. Conpany closed in a 
asseubl:l area at 1700 hours 1 kilonetor west of POLIGNY. Vehicle~ corvlced and 
maintenanco porf('lrmerl.~ I 

I 

7 s epterab~r 1J44 • 

:2JOr:,·.J~J'·.:i ordors received to;,I:lQve-B:s a separat-e .s~ri,al ¢th 93rd imnored 
Ji'icld ;~,rtl1l8ry .!3a.ttalion from POLIGNY to 13UVIIJ,Y to- pick:up; in/aIl:};ry, nnd to 
r",:"'00ecd to r.m e:~SCr.lbly area in vicinity of AV~NNE. Closed in asc;enbly .:J.I'ea at 
l608. 19:;0 '~crrs ordered to nove to' v1c:imity "Ol'i ~T' FERJEUX ad:1inistrc.tively and 
c, Jnpar;:y coonc..n.c:.or went to new area on reconnaissance. 'Closed in as"cl'.lb1y area at 
2J,OO hours foc night - gunrd~ posted and radio contact, wi1ih ;r:'~gir.lerrt llAintained. 

8 q eptonbGr 1944 

, 1200 hours orders V'~ere received £rOLl regimental cCJ:ltlander to nttach 2 
platoons to as"'ault battalibn for a regir.lCntnl attack .'in d~pc~i~n o£ Fl?rl.OOr:; and 
CHEliiiiUDIN, latter ebjective changed to L.A FELIE. Tanks ,moved with tID,in body of 
infantry with 2nd Platoon on right with tim Conparw and l$t l'J.,ato,9n ~'r.ith l'LlI , 
Company on left, 2nd Platoon cr0s~ed n rc..ilroad track aI;l.d took a trill to right" 
and followed 'in close support of infantry on advunce through sparsely Wooded;aJ!aa~ 
From positioiis in ":"the woodS, the tank~of tbo 2nd fJ:atoon 'covcl'!Qd the inf'antry in ',' 
thoir advance across the open ground towarM FfulNO])Je ' 2nd sfX:tion of pl~toon , 
covered adVance o.! lst ~ection f9r the v;oo~ fol~owing the ~antrY. 'The'tovm of 
FRAN01s was on a ridge thc.t rnn cros~ oorridor to our advanco and several soaliex' 
ridges and ravinos h[l.d to be cros~cd before, ttll1ks l could- actually approach toWn. 
Infantry and tank~ ndvnnced through ci'ca thnt- had many s:r.Jalr- grou~ of houses and 
dens,9 Yloods. Irifnnfry l'18nt into "lOods under support of ta~ run wi,ed out light 
enemy resistance consi~ting of srcll arns and l,\utonntic yroapQIlS e' As the 2nd tank of 
the section approached a soall reCk:'" vmll. in 1:,00 area an-.,enacy bazooka gunner fired 
1 round ~t the tank and he was killed by: the bowgUnllet- of. the)rd tonk deployed 
slight1y t 9 the 'rear. Unnoticed by the tnilk commander, ano.thel;'-cper~ bazooka gunner 
fired one round at the 2nd tank frOIll another· ~ wall 50yords froLl the tadkand 
hit the tank lightly Vlounding the ~ corunander and gunner. Pcrt!onnelwere'4rel!frted 
by infantry aid nen and: rcr:lniood beMnct tank until favorable conditions for, 
evc..cuation by our OTm 'Dedies ~ Tankretrievod b.1 balance of crevr and returned to 
batt.:l;ion uaintenance for repair. Tanks were unable to proceed apy further and 
were ord~cd to return to an asserably area vioinity of LA CHATEAU F.J.i.DIE. 

1st Platoon ([) uld not advance with 1nfm-try throiigh heavily vTaodeo. nrca 
so they noved dovm main road 'to a point 'quarter mile paa• .:;,,·- railrond crossing am 
they followed treo line on their left in a coluiJn with a base of fire covering, their 
right flank. Contact with friendly infantr,yw~s nade Qy plntoon lender on foot 
recoll.rlais-;ance and tanks then advanoed with'iRi'antry on LA FELIEknocking out snall 
ena:1Y points of res ist~nco as irrlioated by infantry. Went iIlto tOim with infantry 
to- mop up town41 Jorrain in adv~ce was flat and generally open ciS advance to town 
was nudo. Tmm of CHE!,~UDtN overlooltod LA,'FELIE,;~md enooy haa obscrvntion over our 
movements ~ Troops. on both sides of Llain".. ,rp£l:S'LY.IQ~~ co.~tant~ subjccted. to horas~ing 
mortr.r, artillery and5P firo. . '.," .. ' ", " ,',_. ' , 

1st Platoori-lIs"n ordered· to retl.lrnt'o c.oopany assembly area vicinity LA 
CHATEAUFORlNE, closing in orca at 2000 hours for night. 

- 2 ­

.. ,,' .. • 

http:rp�l:S'LY.IQ


.. 
. I 

"1"," Co Narrative Cont1d. "j' , 
, "," 

" I)' .1:) ept~nber 1944 ' . ~ , 
T'-" • .. r <I :( 

'Cor:lpaqy !'eceived arClor.s:-to lClove from LA"CJiIb."'1'E~W'F.rJUNE~ to vicinity of 

POU'tLU'Y' '1:,"'::':::; 'tI'1N::',g: 'Cl9sed ,in new area 1200 hours. ''Vehicles serviced - cODpany 

on sOl~:i ~.l--:r~·j s :'at·ll~. .-' .-0 ~.
. 

10 ') 0ptoDbel" 194~ ,. 
nn400 ho'~1. r:;" ' 'otd~rs' r~e1ve<.i~ to I:lO~C to asc:etibiy area south ,)f 0.ts"3EY' 


::rd i":L Cll? comn',,!l\T 'noved adoinist:ca'tivelyto area r~connoite:rQd by~ company...·t' 
 • 

1-):;-,0(;', h~ cff~c8::.Cloqed in area at 033cf - awaiting further orders~' Rccei~ed .... 

v'~r'.11/)(j9 -.:.lV~::. ,,:'cgilJent wus ;Ln division reserve' as,CY.f~0600.and conpc.;.lyyraso~e.red 

to -no 'I,) ,.toas"l-:;;'lbly area vicinity of auxmJ D~OUf. 1400 conpany Infori.1od that" it 

t", rcloived of attachncnt to 141 ROT. 1800 hours received orders fr01:1 our 

j[rtktJ. ion CO:r.JOanuer to the .el'fect thatwo were reattached to 141 RCT.'- ConpaIly 

Oom>;1ander reported for orders fron regimont and Wr-.S orderad to nove a~ soon as ,,',. 

posqib,loto join RCT column in. vicinity 6f,O:Lt>EkY for a night ta'Ctic.:tl norch iri . 

direction Qf, 'VEBOUL.' , .. ' '., .' , ,,' 


11 qC?ptenber 1944 ., 

Company Boved 0115 to join RCT in vicinity' of O~ELAY as ordered. Hoved 
at- rear of co1'llIJIl carrying ConpDI1Y "~." of ReT. 0630 advancc- guard net enerJy 
resistoitce of unde,tornimcl Rtrength c~nd cOT.lpany cOIlOander was ordered to Dove . 
~anks to. nead of column. Enemi' roaCl block vms reported to be logs defended by 
sr;'tall aTns D.11d automtic~weapons on southwer1t edge of MAILLEY. l1'l,ILLEY was a 
small village built up' astride min rond for about quarter kilometer. Company 
conm~der reconno~tcred terrain alTI decided to employ one platoon of tanks. 
Regioent Conr:mnder ordered tvlO platoons"to be criployed with advance battalion. .' 
£D~-f.1oved ahead of infantr.y, with 2nd platoon to right ofroad;echelonod to right 
l.nd 1st platOon to lel'~eche1onod left and quick~ .noutralize4 1ightol1auy~resis.tance 
""fY firE_ ; • .ssault ~:~ enp10yad1n position to"nffOrd base o;orir9 if nocessan-; .. 
Lnfrntry followed tanks anc.cntorod tmm without resistance. Theter,rain imrelved 
in this sit1l,?tion was a 'gentle' rolling val:J,.cy goine downhill, in thG directi0.!l of ' 
our advance, .. High' groID;ld,on_ either side' could have been used' udvllntr.geously by , 
gner::y for oQ5ervationbutnolndicntion was noted thnt t'hey wc;)rc. Valley wcis 
~pp:::'<.'):x:i.matelylpile widc,-::at, this point. Ground was reasonahly hard .end 'had adequate 
~over. 2 P,lntoens Doved, about 1 ldloneter beyond town and ronained in position 
while regiment·corriancier reorganized regiment and is~uedorderst6 continue attack, 
: und 11 platoon of rcg:i.ment Doved down the road while tank~ continuecl to deploy in 
I1ne i'litI1 a platoon, on 'each side 'of roaCl - gUiding on the I and R , ...::ith thotallk 
dostroyers covering the aavance as a base 'Of fire froll the rear. Imsault guns in 
posit£on to €siva general support. Received a civilian repcrt of encriIY anti-tank 
gun positions and strongpoint on high ground vicinitY of church .:It AIIDEI.uillj,~" 
.:'.l1a JJIIDEIE.R.RDT. Quickly mov.i.'ng from tho deployed pas i tion the tanlm and tank' 
destroyers quickly engaged su~pected position by fire while nt~the siu:vJ t:i.l:i"3 
":.l:lnouvoring to out flank and cut cff enct:tv. Ene4tfcomplet6~ stii'prisod in spite 
of t~eir exoe1lent observation f~or:' h:i.:5h~r 'erourid and only, fired a 201111 ill~ gun, 
En~r.:w 108?es in equi:;:>Dent de~troyed :- 1 20llI.1 ~t gtlIljl-7511U . .AT gun; 1 OIlltlotruck; 
1 personnel truck <md 5 dead plus 20 prisoner.s. Our'infantry ,fo1lor;:illg the tank 
destroyers quickly noV'ed formlrd to secure 'the- t<;>"Im. Tcrrairlcontinu,ad, to, be 
gently sloping downhill vallC"'.{ but beyond tovms becorue, nnrrot' 'and channelized. 
Tanks were ordered to return to aSClenbly area vicinitY of J",!IDELLiiliE for night at 
1600 o.nd c10s od in <::.rea C.t 1700. " . ..,' , 
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"A II Co Narrativa Cont I d. 

12 ~eptGr.lber 1944 
.' 

0100' Cor.many COr.1lilan~er was ordcre:l to have company in, vicinity of rDIDAN) 
at 06'50 +.") s 'npc...~: reginent:a1 attack, :o,n mOUL by fire if Ilecc:1~qm"Y and to :r;:enain 
in pO:3'i..'~ J'C13 r0p,:lnontc.l resoryo ,'. C'9npany noved into positioi1s previoUSly.. , :,', 
rcC'):~r.0.,.t 'J~<".-) ,.):' log::.ment but cO",:)1 'not fire because g~ high ra:ilroau o1:1ba~:ht 
-J.'(lOU"tJ 1,)(, ya.rdsl,(J .L! O',T'j in dj:r8dictl: 0i the objective. Rigid no,;'fire l~qsw:ore 
'lnc~i(;<' t:i:(~)y Regtne!1~J S-J bec,::"us;j :,q1 .-t..~endly elernen~ approach~,ng tarm. fron' , 
c~')U::}:'l;ost, eUfi,t C:.~'d ~:orthe<ls7,,, it1-iJ::~r' Gonstffiltly. ~B.8qed area' oceup4,e.d "yith C:;P 
s':ns O,i 8. nec13,um 'v.1."':.i.bor - (SOla.fC';c :: oSI:L1).' ,Reason~hat ta.n2: "T"T';' n.~~. ,'Ol~loyed 
\';'11''::'.''2: :'8.:·ly stages c~ J.ttack was t.hJ.t allapproachea. to the loVi lr.-:C,:::id·rm which 
'+':<-,~J. ~las 10cEtod were cham1elized and subj~ct to enc~ obsarvtttJ.01' '~fi:a-'riilti-

'C,dJK. fl:·e. Infantry cOl~ld best operate by, ij;lrntrntipg tbrbttgh: heo.V'J -rio'ods on face 
; __ tIl0 sharp downhill grade and thug achieve~nitial'as"1au1t positions. ,1st . 
l)~~txn ordered by, C0l:l:pMy. cot1L1EJlder ~ ,join 3l;!d Batt,~1ion l-kficimetcr .trom m'~UL 
D.l1d '1;0 support thoU' assa1Jlt on the r~ght of the reginental sector. Th~.~perw 
,?lJPosition WJ.s mainly sna.J.:I arms and autouatic 'weapons but hi"1 positionsOin . 
Vl.cinity of cros"1roads wc're dug in and he 'took full advantage of' tho houses in the 
sector, ThO tanks operated in lipe- in cl ese support of the advarieo. clements 
of- the Wnntrynha ,fired on targets indicated li>Y infantry".. ,Enemy in dug in 
pos itions' wer'o :blasted Oilt by direct carmon fire and r~istii:mcceXC(1)t for snipers 
ceaseci. Infilntry ontorod town Md net no resis,iiance. ,-Tanks' follovleu iDfrintry 
until, they cane to 0. b!own out canol briJr,c and platoon loader riovod his' platoon- . 
by anether route which"vms iriaico.ted by F.F.1.. Cros~ed over cnnal in Jrd Division 
~ ector o.nd began tOl'ejoin his battt'.lion when he' wns ordored.to rej oin c·otlIJ<:I\Y 
in assembly' area sOllth of tovm. ' , , ~ . 

The ground approach:i.ng mOUL on our side vms extremely h~t nnd devoid 
of cover • Tanks bet !o'bstacl.es in forno1 smul clra::Ulage strennif o.nc~ canals aM 
vmre . gOIlero.lJy f'orceu to follow the roa·ds. Enemy hnrassing 'artillery fire vIas 
light but conqtant. ' ' 

, 
At 1630 compdriy ca:unandcr received orders to join RC':r colunn hi a tactical 

;:larch from m.oUL to .FLAGY. Tanks ,'[ere to carry infantry assault battnlion and 
7mre to be prcc~eQ by I ['.nd R p;ta toen of Rec;:i.nent. Column cros ~ed IP north of 
~l!SOUL at 1830 and closed in o.ssenb1¥ area vicinity of FLAGY at 2030 hours without 
~onto.ct with the ener:ty. Infantry as<>otlbled and outposted reginental arca to nqrtb. 

~ , . 

. 1) ~ eptenber 1944 

At' 0030, C'ompnIll.l vms ordered to be alQrte<;l'when reg:l.mento.l urco. began to be 
l.10dero.tely shelled by ~P nnd horsedra17n.Jnr:CUler,yt f~c. Reginental CoI:1t1nndcr .. ' 
wanted tanks to be on stand by alert statl,ls, to counl.er arw eneny o.tt~ck. Ro'giDent 
J.reo. noc1ero.tely vreoded and generally rolling" but possibility of tank deplaynent 
i'J'oulc.l be restricted by draniage ditches nnd soft gr01md. 0930 - 1 plo.toon was 
ordered to join "FII and IIKII conpnnies of nCT ,and .,2nd section of..... 3rd plo.toon i.l0ved 
to join "F" ConpD.IW in their assonbly area on left of-reg:il:1ont flector o.nd 1 section 
3rd plntoon joined "K" on ri~t.The I:Jis.-,io!,1 vms to sUPr>0rt infantr.f in their effort 
to reduce ener.:ty roo.d blocks r.nd rcs i ~t:.:ncc • 

. 2nd C)ection 3rd plato~m!'0ijQrl9d to cor.lpany..,eor'.pander ofllFII COIllJ8.ny and" 
to.nks were to be er.1ployecl to ccvcrin.ffm~ry .9Y fire 't'.fl t hey crossed opsn arcas 
and thon to follow along [(xis 0.8 best they oould. Tanks continucu to follffiv 
info.ntry J.long road unitl 'thoy vrorG told to stop' while friondly- nort'O.rs fired on 
ener.&" dofending road blocks with snaIl arrJ.'3. Road block wa~ a series of felled 
trees 'ina thickly TlOoded area thJ.t paralleled the road on both 's i(:e8 • Woods were 
so dense thnt even inft~ntry could not dcploy and outflank the resistnnce. e . ~h~ e 
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The r~iqtance was reduc~d b:f the irii'rin:try.ah~ the sectioi{:leader called for the 
tan~slozeI' which was in the cbTlpany'nssbt11:)ly, area. T!1e tapl( Clozer··pu.shccf aside'bhe 
logs to clear the rand after they were examined f9J:' inin6s '::'an:i booby-traps. :: The 
tnnks continued to follow tho infnnt.ry: '~l-ongr the Q.losely.restricted rou't9 of 
ndvnnce until theycnIleto a wide clearing in the woods. aroupd the objoctiv9 of 
LE YiJ.., c: T ELOY. The in;fantry then folloWed!j--the' tree linewlP;l~. ,~o trulks followed 
nn old railroo.d bed·,inthadirqctiori of their advance. The '~'~ction loador saW a 
flnsl10f an enOlJy art.Ulery piece on::\he 'High ground ·b~oild··thi 'WOods E-nCl fired 2 
rounds 'Vuth good effect. 'I'hQ-jJ6m was I!Iccupiod by inf'an~w.i.thout,.rcsis.:1mtl~ and 
to.nks ruth infmtry outposts' sot up a. reaP. block beyond town~ Tank u.Qsi;rb~s '..... 
fcllcTTOQ_ the tanks at all times but had no opportunity ,to opera~e ~.:;/;b~-so of .1'~e.• 

. , . ., 	 . . '.! ~ . 

1st Section.3rd platoon.joined "K" Caopany of ROT in-their ass9n!>lY area . 
- ....: orders Trere received 'to sUPlJort infantry by fire. Tan~ followed infantry 

__(:iiJ.IlCO· nlong tl}e min road moving for:ward to knockout rnacbine eun nests twice when 
,';.,:llcd upon. Towns were entered <lIlt! seoured by:i,nfant.r,V vdtlicmt'grent r~istance 
u.lonel'oute o~a$'nnQe. The road' 'mson tho forward slopeQ't. a hill uass:with·· 
t.he vnlley:on'thc 19ft and high', ttroUI:ldo~.theright- ond cta~lized' ~ci:l'til'OOlo • 
t.il:1e ?y dcrise trees_~a1lc1:i.n~' roa<h·· &.leI:\Y. had' ~Crvat~~'·o.v:~"p\tr.·,~venents·
but !ll,S fire was restrJ.cted nainly to, 'long. dis.t~t haras·~~&.~irQ. Wantr1 , 
objective along this route 'of ooroh was NE'tTrlEY ,and when'town ~6.OccUpied. t~: 
tanks nnd tank destroyers were orcfel'od to· es·tD.bl1.sh ro-ad bloeks-;'by firetroi£ '" 
within :Che ,town, while tho town itsolf vm~ o~'Jipostcd by infnntry~ Vehicles servioed 
with ens 'and nt:Jounition at ,1900 hours. "., ..' ~ 0': " 

'. . '. . 	 . 
14 SeptcrJ.oor. 3,944 "" 


. . . Co~ali o~·e~ed ~o Dove. ~dr.rlni;~t;ativclY' tqvic.i~tY '6f ¥AJ1$~NCOtJRT' '. 

CHARET"i'E to assenoly.area forr.tnin'oon.·mce and servicing .,of. vehiclo~'. ',' Coi!IpalJf.. 
r.1oved at 1300 less 2nd..:soction, 3rd .platoon whic~. remaine~,:¥,l pos~~i-on ~t~'CE VAI,.:· .' 
qT ELOYuntll 'regir.lont cloarodar.c~•. ROT now in divi~ion Tes'erV)l.... ·.. 1700- 2nd , 
qection 3rd plato9n joinod c6rnpa~rW'af!,d closod in area~ 2000';' ls't'i~>ldt.oon aler.~ 
for raovenent tQ.v±ci:nitY,Of FA~nN.J;on an unknown'rt1issi6n with ;La·t. battalton)W1. 
2200 ... alert \ils.. c.apcollo~ for nigl):t.• ,'r ~ :" . ;.;. . ". 

• ;. ~.,ll ..... 

'_.' .. ', " 15 ~optCr.1ber·1944 .'. 	 "'j ;!... _ , 

- Gor.J.paI\V· in as~eri~ area vicinity MAI.LLEROrQ)l.R'1'. GHAREm.:··: .At· 1~30 ho~ 
1st platoon alerted o.nd· Iiloved with 1st batthlionRCt" to Vicinity at BHEtnm"L!B 
F~UE,!OOkY witJi tUssi9n. o(,el~natin£f light. enq- resistnl'¥:H~ ·in .thCt vicWtyand . ,:., 
to pqss across r:i,yer,.to FAUERNAY to .secure· br:i:~ge' and 0sta'b-lish. r.o:ld bl~ .When 
ls t s action 1st plutOon, '~rd,S sed::riY~;~ th th~ 'int'antr{: ~hey ;fo\jn(;l' th'Ut ,tht1. tDwn 
of FAUERNA~ . had 'notb~eA~,~p.~'teJ.y'· ~~ur~d btr.eC'E)nnai:ss~oe 'elOtlont§ as .·they . .­
had... Dean told so the! .pr6~eeded'- to.. cQoperate ,as ti-tank ... ip.f~:r:"Y t,9Cll in r~~tiltg . 
cur snipers. TO"Wll.was sj,tbjectee:to·t1odero.te shelling:· by. el').~ tlortors and S~";': .. 
guns. Sectiop. establ.ished read blockw;lth j,hra,rtt*.''-2nd e.ec~1ob l.st plato'ar.t·, .: 
raoq.inod in vicinity, of'. ImEUREY as battalionmp~e.~~~~.~, 1'\/.:' .. ' '. ;.,'. ' 

.. , 	 . ,_ • '. !.# ,.' I· • :, '~""} •• • 'l .l" 

}.6·:eptempe~~94U,r·:{_.!~:·. ~. ..~::~:.':.:, ,,;., ..:~~::~. 
No chanBO' in COOpD.l'\Y' status; .... crows perf,?~mng :Dnint~.we a.,d l'ttbr:i:~~ioll• 

. \;" 	 '...... " ..::' .... ~;".r:" :... 	 ._ 
'.' .. 

.• - ,. _ j, 
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17_ ~ eptember 1944 
. . . " : :~; ....: . :.. . .~... - ~ .~. ' '-. 

Co alerted to raove' 0700 hours' to join RCT in passipg"tp:fough'143 ReT at;·· .. j; .' 

LuxmIiL to attack and secure town of l'J,OllBIEr..EBI.C. -1st: platbon"~ved vrith 1st 
battC7.1iCln frou FAUER~~ to L~ to take up 1;>0,sit~n of adV~,e guar~,; ...Bal~9 
of cor.::)any noved ac;U'n:q1+st.ratl.v~J.y to~pxEIJI..lnth· iiifantrytr~;P9rteA..A~qnce ... 
Guard lJoint reported eri.mw·:roc.dblock and· ~e.~rr.d.ned .. resisf,~cf;! 3 .~~ter.s.'-:~'. 
~outh of FOUGER.9L~; ·lsi; platoono~ed..b7'~t:talion_Co~~ef~q·r.t?Y-r:wi~~':;./ .• ' ; 
lnfantry to engaBe the,enen:tY'. Tanks_ ~re.\Jl?D.ble·to depJ.oy.:b~~us~ 9f',heaV7 .tr-!9 ~.. _ .' 
groyrth on hoth sides of ro~d. Are?- WttS. be'ing lightlv'shel1ecrby ott.~,VSP ~ :;t.~~' .. J"'. 

drd ;"ortnrs. Infantry. outfianked resis·tanee at· first road block ah'd co'1'Umn'was ' " ,: 
;i' 1.8 - to adyance a~ut 1/2 :),Q.lqm~t~'·. vm.el"e; 1;al1k~, we~;e able ·t9' "dEploy ~l}; s~s~' .::,' '.:.~... : 
"f. 0% .100 yards to' left of road.: From ·th;is p~:tnt to ,the ~ot~~P£ FO.~fEg··the"J'·~~: 
., ,,':"L'.l.n 'WaS ,gen~rally. fiatancl: b:is.~c;ted .with ..:u'r:l.g,atlbn_di~c~q ..... ~ouna ~:: loa : J . 

• 	 ".ft t~ alldW fo!, ~rv :vr.id5ldo.ploymcn:t~.. ~ner.r;y pad. observatioJl-' of·· .9U::,:I:l~epen~" '.., 
f., 1),:1 hl.gh ground north and northeast of the tow. Tanks suppo+~ed infantry '.. .",' "" 
".u.lfc.,nCC from houf1e to houSe and knocking out mohille gun posd.t10~ ~s indicated 
'Jy fricndl:y infant.ry - 1 section of tanks movod wtiile the other covered. Platoon 
:"eader 'of Jrd platoon, and. executive officer: uadE! a';motor reconnaissance to deter­
minfbost' route. to ,join 3rd b~tt<l~icin ROT which 'vms' ·at!-empta.~g to. ov.tn.:mk~tf· ... 
resistance by sCG~inehigh gro-und:to northeast· of;'iOlm ... unnhle ·to til1-d. route,~ .. 
cross 'country' and through dense "roods 'that'would ·~oin Us witli 3rdBattdliori.·.. '!'rails.; 
shOVlll' on 'l:lllP ,vero morely l:l'P.le trails which often gave "Vihy to";footpa~Yis •.,' ;lst Pl,at90n 
en~ercd' .!-ol:m Tlith GompaDy ',ICl'. npt·and quicklYDO.F~~'~P r~~.r.?~:~s~~rlt?e'. ".. ~ 
which con..':ll.Sted of small .aJ:'J;:lS, ~d·.autom.."tic weapons. :. EncmyJ'had a "f,Ot" dug in ' 
positions along ~;idc of ro'~d and nt edge of 'Woods bu'l;i genJr.llly 'wMnot \vell" " 
entrenched. 1st ~ection 1st Fl.utoon est~blished' roa'd),bloClt on road loading out 
of toym on north side with one plato:m of infantry.' 2nd section returned to 
company area l,Jdlometer soutl?- of F01J~~. 1 e~<::ted .~.~lVll. when a· bpobJi 
tra? c.."qlloded as a road block 'Of logs, '\re,te being cleared. ~.:.~. - . ..' .' '_ ' 

.. " .. . , . 	 .....'~: .,," . ~ - ~ ~"." .,.~.ti ;. 

18, Sep.tenb~ ';1.944 	 .I7 

Comp<lI\V in af;qCD~ area south of FOUaEoo~. 3~d platoon ordcreito" ~~¢.n 
2nd battalion RCT in attack on. CORBENAY by 0630; coved frot!. ass~~ilX'ea' at 05;)0-"
and at 0600 joined Company "Gil of RCT at l.ES CHb.U~NNEB. Tanksr.1O'ired tp ·CORBENAY~,:-. 
with infantry- on rear while bal:-:t-,.ce of battalion attnoked from sout'll 6t.. CORBENAY~~·, ' 
No enen.y ;-esistance am town was secured at '1000. 1600- all elel!len~ of" boIt~rri .. !'.. .- ­

were ordered to return to cor.tpany aseeI,!lbly area and closed in area at 1700;. .... .­
vehicles serviced. 	 - : .. ' .. . 

_19 SeptOJ:lber 1944 ' 

COl:1Pany- in assCtlbly area south cr.r FOuGEFioLm; pcrfor.ni~nec·es3nry n.iint­

oIl.:'.nce on tanks... Supryly and kitcnon broUght up and' parsgnne]. had, oiJP..ort~ity t:or 

shoxror and change of Cloth~~g~ Vehicles, guns'end perso~ .wertl ~~peGted qy

r.otlpa:qy officers and in GenarM t~ines ytare' found to be sa~'f~<;:,tbry ;e:."tco,pt that 

personnel were tired frOll constant movet1,ent and lack of' ~ecrO?ltion. '. ,: ',. '.' 


I' , • , . , 

..~ ." 20'Se%fmbort!~~ "':. . ~':... ,' . . .
'. . . ...., ..: ~: .:;;......' , .. . . ., 

COIlparv alertp'd to.(;·mO¥o Q700;holU'S ,o~i' sOO1-taC"tiical march to 'vicinity 

lUON .AUX BOlS. 3rd platocn attr.chcd to 3rd battalion RCT to carry infnntry' and to 

support advance guard i:r.r..~,C~9qory~ 90lUIlll was to be preceeded .on road by _.. 

reconnaissance units. Corapany less 1. platoon attached to 1st. bllttalion for same 

reason. No contact with encny vras made and 3rd platoon closed in CoqJaLW aSqembly 

~'6 ­• 
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LlI'cn 172 l,dlonetcr northeast of tmm; enroute lst platoon was ordcr~d t.o ~ontin.ue 
-vdth 1st bnttD.lion and establish-road blocks in their area 1 1/2)¢lon'Ctors east. 
of R:'..ON .nU::';: BOOS. CO!,Jpnqy trains closed with 3rd platoon at 1-200-ho'Urs. ' . , 

I1atoon loader'S and conparJ;lr comnander went on reconnilissanco~:~-rith their ,..: 
res1)cct::ve bntta1iOn st'nff of:f.icers to detcmine best routes of appr9ach for. tanks 
nnd fnfantry to west bank of MCSELLE Rp[EIt. RC3turned at 1700 and at· 2100 compnx:ur·... 
~oJ:llJ..:.ndGr attended l:leoting prior to is!'>ua,9ge of field order. , COr.JpaW 'comr.mndaI" ~ -. If: ,A 
~nforr:ed rct;inent cOJ:JrJander thut trnils roconnoiten-ed would not hold tnnk traMic.;· r:' 
:l,egir:lentnl cor.ma.nder divided amored units" ,;nto 2 groups as folloi'lS: . 

Group ItAII -.-.:..- 1 plntoon tnnks (4. ) 
1 platoon TDfs (4) .'; , ­

Group IIBIt -- 1 :platoon tanks (3) ­
1 section assault ~ (2) ,i 

1 sec~~o? TD',s . (2) ~, , . , . 
. ~ . ~. 

Gnd ordered th~t tanks noVo to Jl'l assenbly area ~vip1nif,y of. S T NiJ30Rn on Ca11~ . -'" 

21 S.eptcuber 1944, 

- . Cb:-oup "BII ordered 0700 to jo;Ln 2nd;battnlion in'Vicimty" of ELOnp to 
SUP1Jort their attack in t,sJ}m wost 'Of: Effi.~LE,RIVER•.{i-oup' 1113 11 noyoo through. 
densowooLls on trail indicated-by ciy~~ guides: to ·13.To 'WJ3ORD mld. Cru.le out on' 
brood 'valley rUllninG acros,~ tht' front.!. Takineth~ ~iri r6ttd.pD.!'D.llclin,e ri~er they 

<,I­.~ wont gGmerclly north tow.:u-ds ELOm to contact intnntry. 'Enony :occE-)icdhl;gh" ' 
ground ncross riyor but oDservntion o~ml!'esl by heavy (',I'ound nist:al?-d !og~' . !ri£antry 
oontacted and a~sault guns 17cre put irito position on hig!l ground to VTCst of l.mm 
to engnge tnrgo~ of :9l?1?~rttiiri.ty wh:i.l~ :\i~nks, ~oved into town in clo~o su:)p~rt, of 
ininntry. Ene4')" o:pp<?s~t:l.on:silall ar!lSrnutot~atic 'weapons, cortor andSP fl.l"~, ,., • 
fron positions in houses -and cenbteI'Y, €Ill e~.sts;irle. oE river.·' ;' < "j 

: '...... ...... . '\~~ ·~t J' ." ~ • :t" , .~ ,c. .. \ " ~ 

. BaLanCe of att10r ooved 0730 t~ an ?J,SiSo.tlh1.'••tpcisition on high :e~ound OV~.. ' ' 
looking ST NiJ30RD to wnit fm-thor orders~' .1.t 15"do conparw cOr.J.!JD.nd,9r)i".llldo a . .f,Q·Qt '. 
reconna.is~ance Qf int'untry ,'fbrd site l,·]d..loneter south of EL.Om tQ dow~"", ~ 
p-ossibility. of'.'tD.l1ks usinesQ.ne crossing•.. Ford f01md to have too steep: exi.t'·~d:,' 
npproacJ?,cs for ta'1ks c.nd botton of s trean hpd too D:?IlY bi.£S bo1.JlE-ers. ~po~ ,of . _. . 
fin~nGs- nade to Rogil'.1cntal Coru:iander. .dssau;Lt b,ridge woUld'·hav.c to be la.1,~;,bY. .> ' , 
eneine,::.:rs before tonks"could .cross." RG'r' niss·l.9,n'was to cstnblish div:i,~io.~1#'1d~~..: r·~ 
head in vicin?-ty of ELOm. '::.. ,', ,\,': ,;' ' . ,'.' ,,. 

. .;' ,'. i' ': ;.~:., . " ..) , .... , ,22$:eptei:iber 1944 : . 
COT.1pany in as~ehblyarea vi-q~'lity of CjT·fi1J3ORD:!-~5s.§ll'DorecLgr-o~~:1ffii'l ~~~Ch 

was nttnched to 2nd battalion ROT. Presence of infnntry and tanks .(in town of .~ ~:, .. 
ELoYEtl west of lb~ELLE· RIVER was a feint to riVer crqs~ing south a! town. l,enilSted 
man - SFiY serious - evacuated by in;f'~1try nedic$,' '. "; _;' ' . i. 

• ~ ' ..~ .... .. !." • '!' { .' .... , . • ':: i. , I .. ~ \: 

Coopal\Y, o~i;lQ~:e~:';t'O.·t.!~'Ve a~ f;~~ ~(myl;i.~t ,,·~~:ViO~2ty ,of bri'l"lcc tci cr~ 
rivor and as~et:rblein an ~ea appro:ict.r.lately 2:"kUdtleters sautho,fEL.O:YES. ', .. ' 

, " .. " • ,,'...' f", 'f;' '. " ." '.... . ',.. . ,~ . . ~ .:, .' ':.' : " .:' " .' . 
. ,.. ' . 

" .'1 

'.1 ," .. ' ,, ." " " '~ , '" , 

.. ";", ',\' 
, .. 
) . 
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1I~.1I Co Narrative Cont'd. ... 
23 SepteT.lber 1944 ._._ 

",' Cor.1pa.ily noved ~t 0600 to br;i.d.gQ site and, crossed 'without incident tlIld 
closed in assembly area. at 0830 leGs' ,3r,cJ. plntdcn which was' still attaChed to 
2nd be.:i:,t.alion RCT. 1st section 1st platoon ordered at 0900-'to"joil'f ~d battalion 
in .t1,1eir advanc.e . .along. r.win road. towar~ .sTE'rI$NNE to the south. Infa.ntry -_ 
bette.lion cor.rr.1ander contacteJ ay 0930.and platoon.,leador in.t:p~cd hin tP<r.~ t~ 
could net deploy beoause of ~he :terram which in general was.'f.~~ceJ?' p:-acle onllis' 
right into the valley and .on his le.ft, the high groun9. covel!'ed';with (lOme trec-s. 
Flatoon ordered to follow infantry and to be available when lciw-er G;'o~. around, , 
qT EJ.'IENNE 'Vms reD.ched to support- infaptry. Town lims reached without o:~osition 
:md tc.Ylks vrore ordered_ to_ ostablish_ a road 'block on road running cast out of tm'm. 

, . 
. 3:r;-d pi'atoon plus assaUlt guns relieved from attacnnent to- 2nd battalion 

" GJlcJ. r.~oved directly to bridge site .tQ, cr.OS8 rivGr and closed in ·c..s~Cnb1Y.'nrea at· 
'0930. . ,. _ ' "'_ . . , ,. 

l.t· .0900- c'onpany was alerted .fdr-p~s·~i'bility of cnony infiltr2.tionthrou'gh' 
wOQded c1rai'T Just to the north .of our, aasenbly areaD:nd often reconnoitering for 
~l'fective £lcld:,s'9,t ~ire_'yle i'qUIld·th6.t 2· of our ta.~\, 'VroFe,in'posit~9l1: to f:ira • 
.t.ssault guns rc~isterGd on high' ground beyond draw td<be in pos itioh td ei"VO' , 
sup)orting. fi!'~ :if necessnry. J~o. conta.c.t ,;vath encrw ';las ,nade in as";cnbly area 
and at ...l$OO. ~er.t l'ID.s cancelled. " ',.; ~ ': :' .,' " , ".l . 

. , " 

,.1 

" ...,CqnpanY· ~, us$enbly'''nre~' 2 .!dlonetcrs :~ou~~ o:t:~:ELg~, o~ ea~t si~' o!:v... ·"'· 
.MOSELL.t:.. RIVER. 2nd plQ;too~:.41crteq..nnd l:lOved ..,D.t l13Q to'V1CUU. ty of ~'.r r;mNNE. 
1st sect~on 2.n4 platoon not.ell to... a3~,?l-,lbly qrea,I .kilone:to;r east of.. totl!.l':w support 
1st .ha;ttal-i-on' attack iiI direction. of' <)T AI.R3.'. Tanks noveddovffi road in a column " 
while -infantry aepl?yed t'o_ ~anks ~ Ter~~in vras ~uitable for~ tank deplqypont. '.' 
becauso ground sloplne on rlGht 'of rond to the valley wa~r too stee:::> far t.anks and 
ground to left of road consic:ted of d!.'aYffi, mells and he[lvily "IVooded- c:\l"oo. Contact 
with eneny was nncfo 1 kiloI1eter' Yro~t 'of C) T ,,·J.lES and t<.i.nk::: deployed as bas t they 
could behind houses. Eneny O;~JIJosi tion of 20lIMt';i.rq pinned dm'ffi l:J.ain body of ;infanhry 
and tanks Icould not r.1(lve becauso of cliroct a.nt~t.:tnk firecomnG fron 'i'Test';' eClge of 
S T~~I~ • Platoon l~ader 2nd i)lato0n~ (usno:unter.1 to reconnoiter for nrv ~ossibility 
of firing into ener.v positions .::nd, ;f'ound'that he. could be~t direct artillery fire 
on suspected targets •. He,."ca;Llec1 for nrtillery by r'adio [md befo!e effective fire 
could be la:l'd he '1~S contacted by an artillery field officer who tool~ over 'the 
fire nis '" ions • The ene:r..y had good observatipn fron the high ground northeast of 
C) T ".I.:EB and fron ,vantage. points in tovms and ;hJ.gh- ground on the fare:; ide of the 
LICBSLOT'lE RIVER valley to 'cur ·right. "1'he area" was subjected to noderetcly heavy .. 
artillery fire at·all,' tirles .. ?ur, t~~;. ,~~nc4 with Cor.lpal1V ,IICU of the RCT. untl1 
0200 of the ,next nornlng. wh\3n ~nfan.try m,oved ,fpr.,vrord· to, attack thO' tOTiIl at meht.... , 

• ~., ". .' . I,.. • . • ~ • ,," " .:'1' '; '". ',' . :. 

. ..' 25"$ep~p~. i~44' . '. ' .'~. 
. .:' J' • .. ~ ~ ", • 

At 0200, 1st ·'sect:i...9·ri "2nd plhtoon>v;[',~,i'~rd~;4 ir.r ':rce:U1entol cotnanctortO';' 
return to origiml- area :( kilonet'or 'OUst 'of' ~ T ETIENNE 'for "rught o.nd when road block 

into S T ~'J!EB. v,,;scle~l?dl:(y, .:~nG.?ne?:rs~ at ;~~lleh~~ the. tq'lkq,. "I:~_~.t9 .rejoin infantry 

to ~rl~p:)ort theJ.l' I.10pp~n.g'.l+l?_Rper~tlon., ,'Both. s,~cUons '.:qf;platoo.1:I pOV.9.a ..at 08)0 

to ·jo1.n,Conpqny l'cn q;f.JI.~:T .~~. SU1:~Poti~:d·,'.$en '.;m :nop)ibg"U!J thQ;to,\,ill'~~firE! 'with 

good effect. 186 prisonore.s were taken in the town includinct the task'i'on'ce ' 

corman<;lcr. , ~ 


-8­

http:I:~_~.t9
http:20lIMt';i.rq
http:br;i.d.gQ


•trhll Co. Narrative Contfd. 

.. 2nd- platoon Tm~ then ordered to join Conpany IIAtt of RCT in their ::ds~iori 
0% estaplishing road block about 1 ldlonetcr north of tovm while 3ra ~)latoon Was 
to join Conpany trCII and continue to suPrort thoir adv[lnce to the e~st of tOvmani 
establich a road block. Heavy eneqv artillery and [-lortar fire plus eood observation 
prevofLt,_.cl ou:c.: tro9ps fron noving to ,~heir ob,jectives and 'aecision was nade by _ 
ror:.;iLcl~al cor.1D.ander to hold what they had and to establish road blocks in torm. 
Wld l~' JH rccormaissanco for positions for his platoon, the 2nd platoonleader-Yras 
<j}'TlT o..:r.'l e'7acuated after treatnent by infantry a.id IJen. 1st Platoon loader vms 
b:r'ouGhti ,:rorv;ard to cor.rrnand 2n~p1~toon. Encr.:ry fire co~inued to be hoavY and 
ar.y never.lent on our part brought an inrJediate reaction of fire. Tcmn 'i·Tas buil~ up 
on b0th sides of road end houses seemed to be- continuous fron one snnll village to 
ar1 othor and ener::ry was c::ble to infiltrate a.1r.J.ostto our positions.- ~-

l~t Battnlion ReT remined in position for night securing t01'1n.• 
1 enlisted nan LWii - not evacuated. ­
1st platoon relieved from road block nission at 1400 and returned to 

conpany as~ecbly area no....; 1 kiloncter north of 9T ETIENNE. 

26 C) eptenber 1944 

COLlpany in assenbly aroa 1 ~loLletor north 'Of S T ETIENNE less~ platoons 
attached to 1st Battalion nCT in 9 T ~,ffi,~. Tov,n 'wn.<; haras~ed 6ontin~J.)o. 'bJ'. qnu 
artillery and J:l0rtor fire and all troops rCLlaine~ under cover.• 

'3rd Battalion of 15th InfE'ntry reliesved 1st Battalion of l41 nCT d~1ilg day 
and at 1930 the 3rd J.Jlatoon or the conpany yms relieved to. return to the assembly 
area. At 2030 arnored olenents of 15th infantry rc1icved- 2nd plc.toon nnd the 
platoon returned to conpany asscr.lb1y area. .lUI vehicles serviccc.l. Kitchen 
broueht up to provide hot food for J:1en. 

27 g eptonbor 1944 

COLlPany in aS~:IO.tlbly area VicInity of (~T ETIENNE performing necessary maint,.. 
enance. lien given opportunity for shovrcr end recreation at facilities of neT. 
LIorale - Goed. 

28 gcp~enb# 1944 

Company noved ndninistratively as a separate serial 'Of RCT to vicinity of 
CHEI-mlENIL at 0930 ::md clo~ed in as~erJ.b1y area at 1400 hours • 

,. .?9 S epteo.bar 1944 .. 
,'-" ',,! . '.' '. 

·i· : 3rd pl£\toJn' ordered to pass through .th~. \lIloccupled'taWn of LE BOUL.S and 
.... j'oiri the 2pd BattnJ.;i..on RGT in -Vicinity of.~S'r JE.AN ..DU UARCHF!12ndplatoA11l'as to 


.fqllo\v 3rd platoon nnd to join 1st batt9liGJl. -ii1.:t!heir -attac,k qn .the hiGh ground 

-'qcyond roa'?' from ~~ JEAN nu UARCHE to. Illt,~LE. .Gol~ nio.ved f.roLl DOCEL~_ 


, . ..at" 1400 ani! ooved .slowly until plq.topn;,of'.inf·~~iry from·'aC~1 Conpany, joined thera 
rdle ·;!.C?cal security. ,·Platoon lead~:r·.s,:r :thc3r4 pl~.tooJl wont forvlard 'on foot aoross 
front of 1st battalion to" contact' his irii'c.Llltry 'Out when his platoon rloved .ucng 
tho routo recormoitered ~ hiD t:.'9Y'~~~~r into a snall ams fire flGh:ti. Unaole tc. ­
deterr.line just where cor. ~rU'c.ni:r'tf·yd:Ls' and unable to doploy bOEauso of woods cn his 
right and ,soft ground to his left ho pas~ed throueh and joined .tho 21'+9- battalion 
Rt 1800. 2nd platoon foJ.lovring contacted thqWrJ,nf.antry .and supported thoo by 
.fire '\'ThUe they mneuver-od: to take: eneoy oppos:i.tion. 2nd platoon clcsed in 
battalion assembly area, at 1900. Uodcrate harassing and direct SP fire 'vas 

~.! . 
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received in vicinity.'df LE BOUUY - conpnlW cOITIuahdcrs qunrtcr t6'h: dcinaged by
shell fire. 

" 'l ,to, 

.... " fT".10-,30 Scptbr;1~r 1944 

Conparv CP JIloved to LE BOUL".Y.. 3rdplatoon renained j,t'ST JRid{P"fJ lwlCH& 
with elow3ntS or 2nd battalion .,' t01m was' subjected to per~6ds of heavy shelling 
by eneJJy.', 1st section 2nd plat.oon and conpa.nj'of '~infaritryt1oved :!'rOD area-l 
kilor.lCter cast of ,"~E BOULAY_ tc)''Vicillit,y of bridge~t LEPAN~ without o:,pqsitio~.~: 
at 1400 hours. Uovenent was down the road and enew had observation fror(high , ' 
ground 2 kiloneters northwest of LEPANG:ES: 1 tank 'and 1 tank destroyer ,vith a­
squa'd of infantry nov-cd across bridge to secure it froo..eneoy dcnolitions. Position 
hr.rassod by light S P and nortor fire. 2nd section 2nd platoon renained in coopany
a.'s'ienbly area. 

' .. • 
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<)eptoobcr"l~, ' 
.. 

.. Conpnny consi!'Jting M two plntoans, nttnchod to 2nd Dattalion, 142nd 
Infantry loft .G~-JiJ.TE,'.NE:~g.at,0900 hOu;.s i'n tactical~furr:1<ltionJpo1Ul:m) ~q ..v~ETE 
C;ER.P~~IZE. At .VILLETE. ~ERP.~E 'tho .1s'-e~PlatooneOIlSisting.oftthro,? t~,support­
ea by two ~onlc dQS~oY~~s?Compo.r~:r\:'5lY;', ,636th ··1'arikDestroycr. Do.t;uru.oh·,-~<?iri?? :.' ", 
1st Datto.ll0n of 14200 !n.nrntry. MiS-s'ion of tanks 'Vias to parry one Oqnp,d.r:(y'- . 
(Conpnny r.-C II) of infantry-on t$lks to high -ground NIl of Vn.~TE·SEill'lt+7$ ~ It" 
tho ooony should be encountcre~~'" tho infantry was' to deP,1.oy o.nd: continu:c,to ' 
nrfro.nce ~ order t~ ~e~ure hi~ '~ound with to.nk supp~rt'~-' ,1;I;A',,;ion 17M nccoo~' 
lJ...'1hed vn.thout act:Lon. Tho ~cond Platoon tanks remal.l1Od "n.th ,tho 2nd ,Datto.1ion 
of_142ncf Infantry. , LIission 17D..'3 to: ',advtiIlce" to high grou4d on,lc.ft· o.nd pat-allol 
to tho 1st D:D.ttalion in a sinllar I!lb.nner M the 1st Datto.1ioli hcd donc".lIis~ion· :', 
vms accoI.1plished without action; tanks...renn;i..ncd with infantry for. hight ion higl'h';'j: 
ground NiT VlLLETE C;:ij4.1PAlZE. . ,.:,,_ ' 

..' q eptcobor 2 . 
~ '. ' " ..' .. '," ., , ',: ....)'."~." . 

~l.t 0100 hours ,.~ho }.st Plntoon supporting tho- ;l,st·D§.1,tta11cin '10.8 t9' nove· :: ' 
north o.long oain highVlaY frOn. hifQl ~ound -positionS~l. ~TE SEIl.~,j·l..I~E end'·" 
atto.ck !lIION. Due to heavy rnins, 'tho.:nigh'4.. ,pefore and' dm':i'ng 'the' operation;'" 1, .' 
naoouvcring of pl.:1.toon by sections !4'rt/s' rc~t;ricted; hmvovor, visibility W'Q.S l:ixlf.ted 
and thus- th~ platoop ViaS abl0 to continue- in cclill.In to within appr9x:ir.11ltely 
60,9 yards, of ~ilON. l'latc:cn o)qrc.tille b:v:_ sections ontcl"'0d IlION frooSE nndQI1.! 
Tho town wps taken w;thout action; rO["d' block,,! .were ~'et u2. by tc.nk~ ..['.nd t~ 
destroyers appro:xinD.toly 400 to 600 j-urds·NH and. NE oi J:.umr covering pll roads'· 
and defilc.~.· . .'. '.:' 

. ~ . 
Second p],a-t;.oon "lith 2nd Dattnlioh·rcl.lninod in ponition on high .ground, Wf. ­

VILLETE I)EIU'JJ:ZE,to....prot,ect left flank of. atta.cking·l~t D'iltta.lion•. .i~t 1600 ho\uos~ 
2nd Plats>On' supporting:. 2n~t Dattalion l42nd· Infap;try noyed froii o.b9V'9 ,position., 
NW ylith oission to toke and hold tovm of CORD~SI 'vrhich would protcct .loft nank'" 

- of tho l.sr. ·~ttnlioT:l iin position in l.:ION ond also prevent inflltro.t1.on of enemy 

behind Is1;. ~tqon tank~ whiph wei-o to go fron IIION to LYON. Second Platoon 

upon o.pproaChing COR.D.~q r,lo;vod 1;ly' sectionS:o.'ppt'q~dling the· t,9Yfl'l. in. 0. l:1ann~ 

sil:li1nr' to 'lst P.I..~:toon' s cippro~bh on lUON.'·' 'No uct-:i.on tool,{ p~iccat C01W~'~~'i' ::.~' 

roo.d blocks Jroro of'tnblishod, in such renner to cover defil'vs ·t:tnd.roads~· ';';' 


, ' ' ' ..:.. "; '_I ---:,' ,.~ '"'. \"., . ' .• ';,,: 1" ,~ :", ,. ", 

..it'1900 'hours. tho F1rS't;P1aycbt:to.n:a 'tv'lQ';)' aisaiit....~.,~tr41~3)lcft r.op.d 

b10ck-positi~nrl ip. B;l:ON w:t~h' 6i~p1on,·t~ic0nta6t: HT~....~.tq:lfJI.:o:t. L.Y
YOON 6.hd ..givtf. 
o.r.w nssistnp~.:~o, F)?0o,Fr.c·nch .inp.:t"oi~l1t :bo ·no¢l1t.ld:~.ioJ!~t: ~o,:.,c~X; tavln", of,:. j": 
~nel\Y'. P.l..?to~n. ,~pp,tac~~:.nTo~ lhjo!','.'J,n1h. ~~4$~Wi~ ~~~.,LUPp~, arr;iv~ 
~n tovm~ tanks-l were. ,p~act:\callY .unap~~ t6r.I0v:e~~g;~~t;6, :\U0"~ J:~,o,!lget'~on of 
poclestru~nI~.; Upon @Proq~bii.ngToVln· t$"J)];At{Jon·:~.~~~1fA&:<~r.ksm.i'r.;otl ~':!, tank 
nnd carl':i~dinsidc," greqtqd rindg~.dodby'}f6rtlSt:: .'Qi"l,rne:;Frcnch•..Thus , t~b. 
plntoonrer'lained fo!':· the 'nig~t. .' ;,:' .. , ~:,.}".:}::,;,'., ,,: ';"::!J;': " 

t::,:··I':'_} :;-..... ,_~( ::::)~ ':,Y.'''~ ,," 
,. )' . i " i:'. " 'lO'r)'tor,lbcr' ,,:, :::.,,':' ., j, ,,"<1 • , 

~ I ~'T: .....~. ;..,'": ':r ". ;.<..-,~........ 1 ;~~ :: :;.'" T .\- ... " . 


F'intaous rcoaincd in movo' ,oOlltionod 'locnti'opq m\tH.,jj.OO~ j.,~ 13'00 'hours 

plntoom l10ved ear.t in colunll viQ;..routo' HE.Y,llroUX, CREEIEtr, ;JJDERIEY 't.o an 

assonbly D.rGa nt CHi..TilJLI01.J,:.1.:J.-PALUi;... ...: ~ .. D.ction Vins anticipatedj no action VlQS 

encountered. Rooninotl. in o.s8uo'Ply nr6a for night. 


, ., I 
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Narrativa Co "C 1/ for Sept 44 (cont I d) . 

q opteElbcr ~ . " 

.n.t 0130 hours 2nd pl2.toon joined 1st Dnttalion, 142nd Inf2.ntry with 

r.lission to attack town of l.mJ'Th"Vill'.. frOLl their present position. Haute u..~ed 

would be Dain road frol:l CH.~Tl-r,LION-Ln-F.:i1UD throueh LOURG'.. Plntoon loader 

(Lt.. Golden) nnd one tank with four -tanlt destroyers.] Conpnny 11.~tr, 636th Tunk 


, Destroyer Battalion, carried t':m platoons of infnntry on ta~ and followed 
r.lain axis ofacivance nentioned ribovej following thiS ,C9nb,nt ..tcnrj Yrz.~ tho min 
body of the 1st Dattalion. 'I'hc s,ccond section of ls't, P1d~oori cnrryil1E. o~ ',: 
pIato on of infMtry, supported by' two tank destroyer~ Wc.re ,to provid.q. loft, 
fl.:mk protection to min bodY by .following socon<;lat:y 'x:oads pe.rnlJ.el ;tq D.Xis 
of ndvance. .At 0230 hours the 3rd Flatoon. (Lt 11ondO:rih.a1l) with 3rd Dnttalion 
14511d Infantry loft- CHiSILLION in tactical eolurm follm'fing.lsli Do.tta):ion with 
n1;:;sion to o.ssist 1st Do.ttalion int;aking town of IDNl'EVEL' by sv&nging cast 
jQ~t before arriving at objective and noving, M7 into. objective • 

.- , .. '. 

- Tho 1st Platoon, With 2nd Dattalion,; rcnainedin·CHATILLION "\'.rith ni..<;sicn 

to estnblish roncfbloeks toprcvent inf:Utr2.tion of GnCIly behind C'dvancing 1st 

and ,3rd t'sttnlions. . . 


..... • I . ..., 

~. . . I 

t Upon 2nd platoon1s' arrivUl. ..in DOURG plans were dUlngesl by DivipJ.'On. to 
novo fron' DROUG to. ViiliENNm disregn;rdine previous nissiof1,.l1oconnaissanco had 
ontcli'ed I.iONTEVEL and fo.und t01m evacUntod l.:rJ anGl:lY ~ . Tho ls't Plateon wit-ll 2nd. 
tattnlion was to r.l0VC fran CHATlLLION in colur:1l1 and follow 3rd Dnttclio.n, 142nd 

.Infnntry Rogin~mt. '. 

. ~1.1l- units arrived at ViJ:l.EllNER wit.hout action. EaLminod for niCht at rona 
'. Qlock, position covering road net lendine into tovm; providing' ~ll nround defonse 
. of l42nd Infantry RogilJant. . ' 

'~"Ftenber.i 
COnpany left V1J!.E~ at 0700- hoUrs in t.:cctical forn.:ction (colunn) .vith 


platoons attached to sane Datto,lj,Qfl~S '2.9 on the l.j.fu~- to nove to DLETT&1.Jl.. No 

action antici'p'nted; - no nction' chc01.mtcrocl. 'f:lnJ.cs u''3od en road net entering 

town as 'road' ,olockq •. " 


. .~' ..~ 

.. qeptcnbor 6• 

,COLlparW l~ft DLEtrEli..tir- at 0700 ~urs in tactical fomnt1on {co:hld1.} with 
plutoons' .2.tto.chcdto s~~i3 :battal,iOns as on tho 4th.'and·$th,· to, no.vcte".tevm of 
.~tfC!IW1D. No nction ~ttcipatod; no action encouirEered.- l~t 1930 ~e 1st. . 
:Platoon . o.ttachocl to the 3rd Dattalion, 142nd Infantryimsalortcd to becone.. 
Corps \.·:aes~veJancl be useda..", best neoded; how-over, pla1:ioon renaincclin HOUCHiillD 

and vms'. not woU on o.W. r.lis9ion. COI:lpD.lW renain-:d.;tn l·D~H.lI.~lDin o.s90nbly 

o..roa. The route of advance of 142nd Infantry Reginont on the 5th 0l1clbth of 

Soptcnbor: hacl been cle-areclaf onony se:rre-raJ. days prevj.ous by plpnorrts of the 

45th Infnntry Division. Thus ndver.lent was for the purpose of-no:vinc; to a no.v 

soctor. It Was necessary to. follavr this·route due- to nuoorous blorm bridges 

by the eneny alone secondary roacls leading to nmT soctor~ . 


.Cl Gcptombcr 7 

Conpany rCr.1ained in as", cnbly area ·atW.UCH.·..ldl' until 1700 hours then movca 
N alsmg nam hiGhway~rl- an tidr.rlnistFative- colur.m to town o.~ pYAN). 'Tho platoons 
ronninine with their respoctive battalions. llovooonts tod.::ly hav~ also been over 
roacl~ clo<Jl'od previously by clenonts of h5th Inf'antzy Divi.'3ion. 

-' 2,~ ... .. 
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,', I91j·eptenber 1944" ,,',J i,' 

. .~, .;' . .. 
,,.yo1jp~~ t'ecFl.~'7.jd orde:rs to-EiOVE3 from LA CHi-I.:l:EAU FhR1Nlf to. ·l~cinityo:r. 

POUtLDY TJl'.'-j . T'1l'JES. Clo'led in new area 1200 hours. Vehicle~ serviced - conpany 
on sen:.:~ Ql~.r::; f" ':iat'!l~h ", ' ... 

'\ 

. ' 
• I : ~ .~, 

I)~;:l.:oo 1. ~'~,~t~ .. ' ~rders ·r.ecc'J..ve6r to nove to as~eDb4r nrea ,iil outh' (~f GU3<;EY 

':,.-1'1 ",'(, (1 !.~~ C';"mn U1V DO'<Tedadninistra.tively to area recoJlnoit,er8d, by- conpany ;. 

,:~:o~'; t'-l"; .d'Cc(;:·. C'Locied ·in area fi....t 0330~ .. awa:iting.i·fur.ther· orders, Received(" ,'." 

'J. ~'11()(j0 <lv.::,(.;~i.uej,1t was in ,division rcscr~e as of': 0600 ond. 00l:1Pc.i1Y 'lIas o;rO,ered' 

'to ilO'lG to' asc'~:1"uly arc;;, vicinity of ii.UXQN D~OUf. 1400 'cooparv.,W,o!'ned .that it 

','1· ~; rc1ci"7e;d , f c.,ttacbnent to 141 RCT. 1800 hours received orders frOl:: our 

l.J.0tcl ion liOI.1DcnC1er to the eI'fect that' we,w~re reattached to 141 I~CT.- t:OIlparly 

COm3andor reported for orders from regiment and WaS ordered to Dove as soon as 

possible to. join RCTcol1lmn in 'Vicinityof OJBEkl.Y fpr a night. 'tactic:tl Durch in ,. 

direction of 1/mOUL. ..... , '~"1' .,' 


" \, . . . ~, . ~~:. ' :.....~. ~ ',~ : .. 
.... , "ll C; cpton.bor,1944 . 

\ 

,. . ~. ~I ; '. 

Company Doved 0115 to j'oin H.OT· i~ vicinity of O~EUY' ~s;'o~ored. 1!tove~':' 
at- r~arof. Oolunn carrying ConpmlY "... " of RCT. 0630 advance- gunrd net oneny 
resistClndo of tindetornined ~trcngth .:',nd cOT.tpnny comander.wns ordored to Dove, . 
tanks to b'bad. of colur.m. Enet1T' .rond !block wmr ,reported. to be loggdefond~d by 
small arrJS. i ()!ld autonatic-wea.pons op'southYlCRt edge of MAILLEY. l1iII.J,.;EY ,rosa; 
snall village built up astride min ro[~d for about quarter kilometor'. CenPany 
coomander ycicortnoitcreutorr~in,~nd decided to employ one platoon of ~nks. 
Reg:i.llent Comandcr ordered'tv(o platoons to bc'.onployed with advnnce battaliqn. 
fa!lks'- moved ahead ofinf.::mtrywith 2nd platoon to ri'ght of ro·ad. ochoioned to r.:i;.gtlt. 
:md 1st. platOon tQ l<rl't-echclonod' left ;<1l'l;d quick4r .noutra:!:ized'light enClltY';'r,esiS tance 
rJy. fir~.· i.ssault "guI1S;,: ol.lployed in position to p,f;ford bas9 .ot firoi! noc~s~. 
I.nfrntry·.followed tanks an¢. cntet-pd' tovm withou,t·,resi~trulc~.'l'he terrain imolVcd,,,. 
ill this situation was ·a 'gentle tolling vallc'Ygo:i,;ri'g oo....{nh±ll~ in the d,ir'cction of 
'J\lr advahce ~- High ground on c:i:ther, f'ddc .could have .b,een 'USed ncj,vnntr.geoUsl£.by 
-merry for OOOeI'\7ation but nO'indlc.ation was noted th."1t,they ware. Vnllay wns . 
~Plir,,')JCi..mately 1 ml,o .:wioo"a;t this point., Ground 'vas rensonablu hurd qid n.::td ado qua to 
;over. 2 Plo.toons lloved about 1 Woneter beyond' town and ~CIJained, d.n l(ositioI)' 
rhile regiment cor:u:mnder reorganized ,regirJ.cnt and is~uedorders to' contlnUe atta.c~ • 

...: ~d h platoon ofreg:ilnont ooveddoY41 ,the road$ilo. tanlm cont'inucd to deploy"in 
l.lno "litn a" platoon an each side of.'roau - guidi'ng on the :1- and R ,,,;:tth tho ta~ 
destroyers covering thenavance 'as a base off~e ,froLl the rear. il.'3sault guns,in 
posit-lon to give genoral support. Received a civilian ~pcr't of enOlilY nnti-tai1}{ 
I!,Ul'l positions dnd strongpoint on high grourtd'vicinitY of chtn'ch at 11.IIDEL.1llilE,· 
'nd L,NDE:lli.R.ROT. Quickly moVing fron the diployed pes ition the_ tankS. and tD.,!lk 
lostroyers quickly cn,gaged suspected pOR ition_~by firG. while .nt the ~anc tine . 
TJl1euvering to out flcnk and cut off enor.:w. .l:!inGEW c.qmpl'CteW'sllrpnsed in sp1te 
)f· their exoallent obs ervatioIl fror.1 higher t1I'01md and only ,f~ed a 2OU.I ili~ gun.: . 
EneIl\Y-losses in equipr.lent def1tX'oYod - 1 '20ln:! ~t gun; .1-751~,I i~T gun; 1 rui1tlO truck; 
lpersonriel truck and , ,dead plu<J 20-l"risOll~s~ Our., :infantry following tne tank , 
destroyers quickly nCJl1'ed formlrd '~o secure t,.he:tovJm. Terrnin ~nt~ued :to be ,. 
gently sloping downhill valley but b0j"ond to'wns becOfae mrrow ani. chrumelized. 
Tanks were ordered to ret.urn to as"',atlbly .area :V±oinity of l1.IDELLiiRE for night at 
1600 and closod in crea ct 1700. . 

http:ncj,vnntr.geoUsl�.by
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12 q el'teI:lOOr 1944 

0100- COr.lpany Co::lt1ander was ordered to have conpany invicini"ty of OOIDA~ 
at 06'50 t,,:) E'npc.:": reginental "att[:.ck on mOUL by fire" if .neCer1fw.ry nnd to renain,.. 
in posL~ Jr. 13' rt"rir.lcntc.l resor-..rt;; .,' Gor..parv nOTed into positions previou.sly . 
rOC0.f1I',0.,.t.JT'!".rJ '1,';' '3g:~I:lent but co',11r:l not fire beca~\lse of high rm,lroad enbai1krJentj . 
a'uou't 11.)(' :'TtiL'J.s,L(; .JJ ()',l'\in cUr 8': t i(I1 0i the object:i,.vc. Rig:i,.d nc,...fire lines ,were 
Indic;2 L;:C~ "sy Ref'i.ne:~:!, S..j ~qCL.U~u 01 f:c~iendly elanents approa~h:_ngtor.'Tl fron . 
~!)U~hr;'3st, ea8t u.~·c~ ~~crtheast~}:n,)l:1~T \~onstantly haras~ed area occup';.od YTith 'lP 
iP~ns 0:' ;;; nedlUlIl :":..L1:.i..ber -: (881Irr ,cr 10~Lill). Reason tha.t tan:·: 11['. ::r;'. n.;-:-, onployed --'", 
(~'1l':i:-2 :'0.L'ly f'ltat;cs' d'· a:tta~k was that all approaches to th~ l~~';" l:~-:'o~ ld an_:vmich 
~~:.-:'~l ~ra"l 10c<?t0d were cha.nnelized and subject to cnritJy observc:b..',jl' i~nd D,Ilti.,..­

t" ;.ni<. 1. G·o. Illfantryt eouJ,ci.qest' operat'e "by infiltrati& thJ:1ough' 'hcnvy':"1'roOqS on face 
' .. tl1(:; sharp downhill·grade.: and'thlm ac)j.ieve initial Asqault pOs'1ticns. ,1st 
'hA~~n ordered bY c'O~paror':,qqnmE-llde,r r(:i;I'~~in Jr~ Ba,t~lion l-kilOneterJ'roI:l mOUL ''', 
~!: L~, 'co supportthcir assault· on the, r:;J..ght "of the rcgiriental sector.;. The ,9ncrq 
,9lJPosition WaS mainly-,e~ ,.arms an<;l.autor.1atic weapons but hi~posi,tio~'- ill 
Yicinity of croS"lroads,.T}'Cr,e '~ug j.n .§tryd he ~ook full advan:tage0f' :tbe. hol1~cs in the 
sector. The tanks operatecl l.n' line ,l.n Cl.. osc sUPPQrt of"the advanco' clements 
of- tho iDfantry ilIla' ffrcd on. targE,Jts indicnted Py·'·:\':ni'antry. Enemy' in' dug' in r· 
pas itions were blasted out by direct cannon fire, and rcsistnnce exc(jpt' for sniper~ 
ceased. Infantry entered town and not 'no res·iqt$ce.· ..:Tanks' follov,~infantry _ 
until they C<lt1e. to n blown out canol bridgo m.ld ,p:J,.at6on,leader noved his p1ntoon . 
by another rout.C;f wni;ch ,ViaS iriaicnted' by F.F.I.,. Cros<led over'~cana1' in 3rd Division 
q ector and began to' ·rejoin his bntt.:>.lioll 'VThon ho l~S ordro:ed' to rejoin compaI\Y , 
in assembly area south of tovlil.•.. ' ,.,.'. .:, . ," . 

• :.~ , \'. ,_ ._.; • ~ ( .' . ....: I ":. . •• '.' 't' '.. ' ..,; ," 

The ;ground aprJroachi:~i Vl<R'OUL" on ..our sido' V{D.sc:x;trer.rely< h~t~ ah~ deVoi~ .,:::,:,: ' 
of cover.', Tanlcs me·t ol;>stnclos 'in fon:l of sn~lldrnjJ)age s Weal:1s, and canals and ':'" 
vmro general~forc.ed to'Tollow: tnoroads. Enemy har<l$8ing ~'iiillery fire wp,s' . 
light but conqtant", , " . , ',' , . , . . , '..; 

, " 

At' l"g30 .coniP~ ~1CliID<maer .rec'~ivod0rd~rs t~ join'Uy): co~unn ,ill a ?ctiC.aJ.[ 
moJ.!'ch from ma~ to~GY•. Tnnks.v:oI'O to oarry J.nfaI).try:'tlssauli;..,battalJ.on'aiid. \ 
were to be precs!<ioo. by I' t.nc1R : pl.ritoen of Regir:lent. Col~ cr.o$'''lea IJ;> noi-th of . 
Vi]SOU1 at 1830 and closed :i:ne..sfleI:lb'J.y area vicinity of, FLAriIat 20)0 hours without 
cont~ct with too encrxy. Infantry as'<::OIabled and outpost(~:O, reg1nental area to nortb• 

.- . . ," ':~ '" . 

13 qeptenber 1944 

At 0030, company vms 'C>r.dQred to be alerted when regimental area began to be 
lJoder.:>.tely shelled by.~P"nnd:horse.dravm ar~illery fire. Regincntal COI:1!lnnder 
wanted tanks to be ons~and by alert st'atus .~o oO'Wlt:er lUW" oncny at-w.ck, Reginent 
area noderately wooded and generally rolling "but t)ossiQility of·tank deploynent 
vroulcl be restricted by draniag~ ditc'hes 'and $ 9ft gro~d. 0930 i 1 platoon w~s 
ordered to join "F" and "K" conpanies of nCT and 2nd gection of 3rd platoon ~oved 
to join "FII COI:lparw in their asscnbly area on left bf- regincnt sector 6.nd 1 section 
3rd plntoon joined "K" on right, "The nisc:ioI?- 'Vm.s to support infantry in th£\ir effort 
to rocuce oneqy road blocks and resic:t~ce. 

"',' 

, 2nd ~ection 3rd platoon reported to CO!rpazV cOr:lr.lander of- TIF" cOT.lpany aiid·.·' 
tnnks l'1'Ore to be eI:J.ployed to'~ coVcr infantry ,py f'ire M t hey crossed opgn aroas ' 
and thQn to follOW ·along nxis 118 be~t they could. Tanks continuud to follmv 
infa,!ltry along roa<;l unitl '-thoy 'wer'e told to s top while friendly'- 9ort9rs fire,g. on 
ener.v ,~cfending road blocks with snaIl arns,' . Road block wa~ a s~;es of felled 
'trees in a thickly wooded area that para:Llelod the-reap on both sides, Woods ware 
so dcn,,c.that. ev",n ~.ntry could not :":7 and Put1'."~ ,,'¥'istance• 

.. 
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position&: and open fields l1ecess8ty to"cirolts iri· 'Order to neutral1~o the ~~ . 
The 'infantry conparw cODOanders or{leiocq···e,U ~ts to nove back to high. grolU1l;l . 
approxmatoly 600 Yards to the' rear~. ·t6.nkS covered vdthdrawcl. of DJ.l units by­
fire, then tankdestroyel'S nnCl .~t·. :.(guns wprQ :to. cov.er Withc1rmm1 o£ tanks. 
ill but -the .. soctionle'a.der,vro.s abl~, to wi:thqrD.W~ '. His·'Uihk due:toa :!~: of 
the ene:tJ;le was um't?'le :tQpoV(or,1ts9if tIiro~eh thc/sof.tground. The crows" nttori:': 
pull';ng to pnrtial shelt~r at '19CXl hoUrS'· abandolXld"~ to contact na1ntaine~~ 
and recover tank upon arrival. of: oo;re infantry. CreWs dec;idQd .not to.renai!l.~tth· 
ttlIlks due to infiltrating$eoyand approach;tng. darlmess • Infantry eieoents '. :. 
lVore unable to. ret.akeground until.·1Jle following·corning at .:which tirlotlltlks re­
pa:Nd.:and returned to;cccbap.,O~ ·aroorof·this .seotionwas ordered by the . 
reGmental cor.nun~or to. ;j'Pin .th~.i.stseqtiOn 'of the l~t platoon supporting 
a(~vance of infant!7 east o;r.JiLL¥.fIJOmT. - F.l.rs.t section in supportinG infoiitrY 
oast of ,ALLENCOURT had ~.1ntonuoer.ous .e~ Withdrawing. In fCl.ct so.:alo~ci 
to the eneoy and so rJaIW, one taiilc-mvinfrdown the road to ~T C;~'..UVEl.m froo 
~'J.LENCOUILT vms given a stop sigb+,by:tsn, ,eneoY' Ml" to; allow eneqy vohiclcsi!o 
continuo along tho road pcrpendi:eUlar to the advance of troops. .t. tD.nk destroyer 
uC:VUIlcina parnllcl to, tho tank oovingalongr.road was p.ulline onto road perpendic­
'Ul.:u- to 9-dvance when ~bus loadeaw:i.th \nthdrow:i~ .anor;v ;-oan into·eun tube .' 
0,% tanlc aostroypr: ,and stripped ~aversinGopchan1sD wl:t.b!P ,!-oo vohicle.· A ~ 
of tho ls.~ section: pi. 1st Plat.oan' left et too tank dostroyQl". Snl., thoe. itlc1dent ... 
as he app.roached road throueh Tfo.ods and destroyed two buss os killinG and wounQ1ilg' 
approX1oatelv $0 of tho eIlOt:tY'. Tho nlatoon contirru.cd· tOO ad\ranco- until dilrk cles­
troying. appromIatoly' 10 coooy: nachino GUll nes~ and nUOerou!f personnol; set 
up road blocks 2 i niles It of ~T ~.AlirlJijm.lLt. AAd~on's tank knoc!::e,d out while 
setting up-road block. No personnel hurt. : No, ~p available, thus. coord'ina.t.es~, 
Unkno,m. COmnnd of platoon taken over by ~ergeant\ Wallace. lhe 3rcl F1atoon" 
supportin~ -s-econd Dattalion novou frap assenbly .ro-eato SAULX then NE to ... . ' 
GENE'lJl]$Y in tactical colurm alone road. .No' resistciice, 'DOt at GENEVBEY thus' . 
colunn contimicd to advance" to D.~ENOI1f where only .st.ragel~nGencqy ''tOre ellco\Ult­
ered. Pla.toons renaincd:on roud because infantry was, able to take the cxha~od 
eneny whowero unablo to keep up 'with tho nn.in enooyforceS pullinc out. Colut;n 
continued to advance to tho, to\V11 of· CITEl5c.nd br1z3g· fprces of tlie 2nd 0attalion 
0n...·l1.ncr with the 1st r,attDlion.:· UP.9n aP~")roQ.qhine GI~. nuoerous cneqr··woiEt­
cncoWltered. "RoW'evor, tre enet.ly' vms u1soTCarUzed, a'nd li;ttJ.e orcanized"ros'istance 
was net. ·T<lnktl operated'by sectiom ap~)roachi.ne town troD ~ :aril If. FirGd 7500 
on retreatinc eneny horse drn'W'ri' artillery' ·and'r.:oix>rod,col'lmtl. -.'~)prox:i.v.ataly 3(00 
eneny woro;.·.caJ.)ture~ and nunero~ k:Uled, ·.and two anti-tank euns eles'troyo<l. lftich 
I:'.atoriel oaptured:. Qr..e tank"'" froD.·2nd Platoon4ti;t, bf:' '1';:£i1'o' and c1isab:Lcel for' . 
conbat; howl3vor, nobUity was not: affected. ,RotuimOd to m:i.n,t,ainccnco. n:wn of 
ClTEns was not taken; however, contact was Dade with lstnattalion on the richt. 
funks of .3ru Platoon roc1B.ined in asqoobly ,~en for night CJ of elm'S • 

;": _ :~.C;eptoobcr 1$ . : :. :'.' ';"" _ ~ ~ 

.it 0700'rlth ~oe 't~~ ~6r.i~~t fit and :~~at:L~g ~{~ a8s~uau.).~~ .. lo$~, .. :- . 
Lt. ilcndonhnll"joiriGcl the: .)1'0 JattaJ.ion, 14~d .iri(nnt.ry. fl'QIi~,his' asscribly area: 
C; of CI1'EL~- with nission to support batt.:l.lion in attack on ClTErn. '-lJaneUV'erinc ­
of 't.anks: \"l'asvory- dif.f1ctll, clue to continued rain; however, rv-in 1mB adv.:lnt<leeous 
imsnuch ~~ tahkS could rllIleUyor .throueh1oJ?en:,ero'lln<f,w.hicl\ ·was·hi6h.~ to.. 5.~\ta!na::: 
position tcwassist theinfantx:ynnCl.~ ~eon by the' cneq,r: OPts. '. sano plan \1ns 
anplgyed.¥J*e~,n 14 CJE:ptdtlbe,r,. .,:l:,t,ncl~ w1lsfron ~. a#ld :v.r•. ' !lore horse drawn 'Vans 
wore deswoy~di. approxll1atply.200 of tho ..Olldny c~P1t~<¥·.· . 'I'qwn',i'l'?;S' taken at 1000 
hours without eruat di!.ficlllty br.)PD.USO thCij'Qmqy'. had';;,wi.!Jlclrcttl%l ·ttll -:unnor and 
artillery. .Attack contifl.u6(~ :tft.:!r clo::".ninc out of hoUSES in CITEl"S, ME through 
Fi.DOT.RG-De-CITEl~ 'without Lleotinr; any resistanco. Tanks then DOWel in tactical 

. " , !- ," .. 
_------"'/L'____..:...·-'-·....:..:..~__~_____--~~~·~·~-~~--···~~~· 
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fomation along road with .the 3rd Dattal,.iont.?: nom - DERRIERE., Ili..~si~n after 
arri~!.here v{astQ continue to coo:rdinates:065228 and cut lti.ghyl'ay (nighway 
froL111JUl1e.LES-DAINHS to F.a.NCOGNFJ,C·d•. _ Platoon continued to Dove thro,ughout night. 
in column with the 3rd Dattaliop.o ..ta~"r~ii1ed, abo";1t center of Golumn in. 
oDder to have infantry protection a~ th~ front, rear and. bot~'.fl.~r~. .Np acti<;m 
encountered during night move... .. ''':, ~ .... , '.' 

lIorole ofcomparv exeept,i'o'nany l~' due ,to contin~]iD: mov-om'ents daYQ.;lld,··;:' 
night alvroys in M!'!ault; wherea~ the infantry 'battalions are u1ter~tcd..,. Nrat'nbe7;'.· 
of tanks far too few and' no rep18cements or repair parts for broken ones'. ",' , ," 
I.ic.p reference: 1:100,000 t;heet 15H GERiUUJ.1ER-J:.tti, FRA.NCE . 

.1~pt~mb~ 16; .,', 
", . : ." " . . " 

tl.t 0001 one· piatoon qf,:tanks moved with ;to ,Jrd Dattalion to ,coordinato~ .:::'. 
065228 to cut h;i,gJ:Iway. ~l1oVcmcnt was :i.!:Ltt1ctl\}* 'Ito 'W().~do.d covered trails 
and continual rain. The platoon,' hpwever, rea.ch~dthe· nb().v,a.coordinatcR at 
D530 to o~tablish road 'block. No action' enc0l,lllliered unji':u 'onez:vc:;ont a llrDorod 
car' a.long road which tho 3rd D<;,tta3.:ion imdt~ w~ro covering. Tho artlOred:, 
c~ wOoS destr.oyod.nnd three :·of tho cneI:'ly werQ killed Ll!ld twp. ,.,o.uncled.' Th9. . 
onCl:Jy tank pulled bOock when tho nrnored car was ,destroyed. witfi6-t.it 'fmng or 
r:tov:i.ng to a' position that our t[1,11k~,cou1d f5Xo c'n it •. ''''>tlt .'. ,~ ," ,,. 

. , ..... ... ,'. .... 

ll.t- 01.00 tho executive officor,'" COl:1p6my nc'u, .left ~P...I.C:; D~ T. 1'1ith i tori . 
tylO tanks and w:nuniti0:t:l, c.ndc:;ullpli?s for,platoon wiJ.h the 3;rdD.0ttc.lion at, ' ' 
065228. At 014-5 hours 'at cool"clirW.tc!'!. 095.21a encountered tl'ro rQ,connaissatlC,o care 
and one l1ark IV ~tank,: One roc orm::is ::w.ncc'. cor was des'troyedarid'several of" the; 
enarlY wounded.. ' No infniltry 'war-: prosent and the rond being bounded by forest,' .~ . 
rumcuver:lng of tanks was :iL1posc:;ib1e. Infantry tor tank pr6tcctipn in the woods . 
v'las reque.~ted. ~eE0nro.i!'lc:;ancq s.qundron' arrive.:I a.t ilOO,- dqploycd to f'~nkf'l' • 
and inf<lI1try'coi1ta~ted sey.eral 20rlIIl guns and ,Jachinqgun.c:. ~~s uuvonpod fl:-~ng 
to got threo.burst.<:t over the onepy as roconnai.~C:;Ll!lccrulvnnc,ed. iIovenont contin-. 
ued until met by a;cotlpany sent out. by 3rd natbalion "to cl08~'~':l:..on·cneI:\Y.tbe , 
enony cleared out at app:roxiL1at~ely: J,600. , T[,rk"l joined the 3~9:. Ent:tnlio~at 18.;'P 
hours without further action; r.aml:1.~l1Bd wi,tl~ tho 3rd Dattal:J.qn, ;until 2300 hoUn:!.\ 
.At 2300 hours the tanks jciinod. ,:.the 2'ncl Dil..t.::',::J:.;i.on; 142nd In.ftlrrtiy., in thq tdwn.,.· 
of S T ~.h.LNAU'.t\ foJ;' the rCI:l~liriC!cr·of. tho r:dght:' ." .. 

:~ept~~r 17 
. . """... . ," , ,'\; ,If.­

COI:1pany cotlba.t strength still :3 tanks arid two lO~ assaUlt'g\p1s, left', . 
~ T • <::;hUV.tl.Tlt vIith 2nd Ba.ttalion in tactical. colUmn cnrouto to FROm)1:CONCHE which' 
h.:td been cccupi0dpreviously by. tri~~dly troops .-Platoon ~ontinued NE fro6 . ~ 
Fl10IiJECClNC,HE th~ou~h LA CORVER.JI.INE .to coordinat~s 065228 reminint.; here for the 
niGht. Thr'o'llght tho day tho t.:cnks s¥Pporting t~ 2nd Dattalion rrhich was .~ 
followir..g t~o 1st Dattq.lionin column. No, action w,as ant.icipatoc~ <:'l1d no action 
occurred. "~"', 1>00 t;ours. three Headqvartors tonks·,-.:7S3r'd.:1'ank D.:tttclion, attached 
to conpanynna. usecl ,as a, Platoo~,,',cpI?iiaP~~ect:by'r.t.~ ~GOl9;Pn:,' R.o~d bl<lck w0-s eS,t.ab-, 
lish01 by this: platoon at coordinQtes '058212 and .010230 t.o prevent encr.Iy' infii­
tr~tion to pur ,:reM as the 3rd DiVision, hed novo.c1 ~r6nt r.ight fl.:tnk of l42RTC;. 
thus leavin€;".flb.pk ,,~d roqr ~;x:~¥,<;y. .. ,~,NG. .agf.icA t1trcnf.~Ut·th0'aay. . . 

" 
:\.i' I, :'.. '. i:- ~. " : ., .' ~ .... : I ~ . • '. " ~". '. ~,..... .. • ' " . 

," ...•• !,. "\,~0pt,oilbdi-~lO .;. . ,.' . 
f;,.~ ';' ....- ',. . , • • or. J.. ' • "'. • ,.,5_,." .~• 

. .1.''1' ,.., ......' ...... ,.:.,~.';t '''''',~ """_,,,1" . '~rI'~ \>. ''';\' .....;"" "", -~, 
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• • NnrrDotive Co "0" for ~ept L4 (con.t:'~)- ': .. 

ENDU• .tI.ttaekwould;be·~n;£tt -i0130"·mtth·:ax1s of adttmce being minrond frOJ:l- ­
U_ ~llBJr to RADDON~' j··:Pllito01f bfta~frin ,tao~iclll. formation supported assault 
conpan:i.es by.section N and i~ sides .of the road DOVing by bounds using houses and 
busnes ns aoncealnent '.,' "up6n' 'opp:poaching -town,'" :rnt'aritry entered. 'without a"Cti~~, . 
thus platoonmved idto:tOWh:in"ebI~j e{it&~liS"Jti:nB. road blocks nt-092254 wi~Jt;· ,'. 
one sectionat .100240' with, other 1-'IQctibn-Ji'~'Qseor.~oad .b:'+o.ck !1a9 to prevertt:·,· : 
en0J:J7-'g arDor from ent~ring tOVln.:: Tanks 'were outposted'by ·sq~d:of inl'antry 
with t~ephone cotlr.llmication to Dattalion Headquarters in RADOON. This platoon 
remained at road 'blockS Withbut ac~ioll::t:orthe~. ­

. ..Il"". -, .,,'" '", . 

-- .'~econd Platbon·.us~'d-· as: road :bio~ks-.~t· 0)8212 '~pa 01Q~30-"vms :~Pt.ieved;.o~:. . 
nissl.on at 058212 and this s'ee'tion;%'etuz,ned to: U:COR~lRE:",in RPG#lon~ . 
Res ervo •. grovided 'this platbon :was. coDtli t ted-the_road blOQk . at- ;07p,230,Wolild .be 
tnken oyer by nnti-tank .coopaqr::and pl:atoon lfOUld operate with the ;t~. The 
plutoop was 

. 
not G'ommitted;- soreMined~t)- aboVe' pos.:ttionfor the d::r:r._.'.... , . 

" 

.·~~ep.teT.1ber-'.'19 
, - ;. :~"'. ':~';; •• - '., ) i':f 

Plutoon wi'ih ;'2nq" D!littnion rqoained- at road blocks-' e:!ttcrbl:lShb&'Crl.~ '"tiI\e-18th 

unti:!-' 1700 hours':;tMn.::p.?tl'er;)i:tack,~ nn<lMenblY- area at Q502i5coor~ifcs .fQr 

rer.luiUder of .-doy. ..No·...loR~,·-necqed,.at.· road· blocKs "beoause l~t nTC, cont~~ted 

ratttl-block ati :092254 thus c1iininating the £$:eqyJa penetrat1on"~one this';~p~e. 

The· road 'b.lock·at lOO21+0v/QS con~oted by the)r9, Division thUs el~\i~-,the 

necessity of block at this poi~. . .-,-, -'.: . , 

....:..t l45~ hours three tnnk$)rqceiveq fron .:lire 0r&:ance joinocf ~h~ P,91~~ . 

at..:, 'IJ1. C08.v:Eat.IR.E"' U1lcler connand of 1erge~:o~ ~ te:tfenL.d.t 160Q 1110"Ur1'3. ~~e$e,~ee 

~operating as a platoon reported· .t¢th~ 3rcl Da.ttaliQn .at9.6Z245,Y~e:ll,.~~s . 

ass'cr.tblying\on.road, vr.i-th nission to r.J.ove i~to ·RID.i!REUON,C,.q.n,d s.c6ure ~r:i,;d~e'" 
 I 

¢~ssing l:1BELLE RIVER ~efore retreuting onerlY could' .de,stray-.sane •. TO\n,~:f.,-~ . 
H.~Im1El:lDNT had been reported eleCT of oner:~ by 6)6th :Tiulk Dcs~oyer n~t!9~s~rance; 
hovleverJ us· platbon in support of the )rtl Lnttalion approached tho' t9'vm,lof"tE . 
I:Ll.RIOL, enroute to REIHEMONT, the onEmy W-JoS contacted. The 'platoon' &~ayed 
to the left of the roast in o~der to support the infantry in clecring the vnl9.Be. 
D<Jrkilea~·p;revented tho tanks frOT.l eivine firo support to the infantry, so the 
plato"tm.renained in position to-prevent counterattack. Under,cove~.of.4p,rkness 
tc.nks Ilo;ved out onto the road as road plock ret.a:i.ning therefor .,.yJ?,Q n:t~t"'; 

.' .• .';'. .' ,'... ';." '"-..... .i 1.,.J ., • 

;jJ". qep~ber ,'!~O, . ", ,,:')" ':I:~'; 

'.,,'. . ··'T!.."" . ~ 


, ; ',' Tunks with:tl:lCi."Jr.d Dattalion.reoa~.<~i road block throughout" c@j(;at~' to 
fact that terrain ~]passable to ~anks, strean bedonl~ft 'of road nnd~rest 
covered, elevated bQnks on right si'ae of road. The road could not be followed 
until engilJ.<)erS reI:1oved.,;t'a1~l},::trees across thc..:road, placed- there by the retreat­
inG oncny. 'Ehe trees:vrOI'Q·;clq'aledby dusl;c by the: engineers, so that the platoon 
coUld aclvancw tho following tlQl!ning. . j 

'," . 
,-~. .. f '-. ", .~' i r' , . 

, ••.•• '. ..... ~ : ',' ,,,I .• • • 

~': '~~'.~: '.~i'·~~~:~!. .... :~··.~~ .,', ,:-' ~ ~~·7. 
""
):-

.. • .i;. . .. :', ~ ~ .....:';' .J' 

... The 2nd Platoon with the lst,~Dat1.~?-o~;· i4~d::~AAtri,' :r<?l_:t~~' ~~~ndary 

roads right and parallel to min_ routos--:-!ron RJi,pOON j>o RE~m;,t~"t~ LE 

GTIlliONT-VAL D' i~JOL. Operation of platoon '1as~ lma.tedtc;> }Ollowin'e. r.Ja.l.n road­

net due to thir:k forest on both sides of road. Innsouch as the ener.:ry vras only 

1l1ilVinG covering forces ?or ydthdf'u'i\t,jl 'uf.lmnforces, th1s- force concentrated 

O!i'"1"s;otting up road blocks of ~llc~,' treEls:a,'id 'defending ·qJ.ocks . with l:U'.chine gun ­

. ncsts'!"<:.First road block 1Nns encounto:rq~.at VAL.. Dt. A~·.. The platoon knocked 
. ;~,~:'; ':_,:"\' . " ":'1 r ..("'.;. '... : _;~"_~..;.,:~':,; .';' '.: . . 

, 
. , 

. ; . .;,
",'"- . ;.. 

" 

:"'J"" 
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&rrative Co "c" for C;ept 44 (cont1d) 

out approx:lnately5 na.c~no gun nests, kUUng ,approxiJ'lately 40 ot tl:tceneroy~ . 
The engineers cleared,bl:ock and the platoon ;continued' With the infnntry along 
roo.d throug!lout the ni·g~t·.~, ,',~ <L , • ' 

\ • ' . . .• i . " 

Tho 1st Platoon with ,the 2nd Do.ttnlion,,142nd InCantry, .fo11owed nain 'c', 

'futis of advance of regioent. No actIon for tne platoon, Clue to rot\d blOCk' ~. >, ' 

sit'l.W.ted in bond or"road with forestS.. on one side and narslV vll...,Uey on tho 
other,. It was inpossib1e for tank use due to infilterin"" of friencl~ forces 
at~ei:lpting to neutralize block. Tanks reoained at 14814g in assctl.b1y area for 
niah:,t. ""'" ," ';.

L> ',1\i ,I. 

21 c;eptember',..(:~. :~.'.. , 

The 1st Platoon with the 2nd Battalion-raft the assonbly nton."t. J.48l46?~t· ; , 
0900 hour~t noving in coluon along road to' assist the ~nfantry. 'Only ,tWo ";~a~ 
co1.lld be used, one firing: on the right 6£ the road end anothOr on 'thC"lelt side 
of the road,- ndv,:mcing with the infantry. The advance wasoxceptlomlly slow 
bec;:nuse tanks could not neutrn1ize all machine eun nes ts in vroods and nachine 
guns held the infantry back. Tanks ,knocked ,out approY..inatcly.1Q nachin9,guns 
and killod approxinately ,0 oft!le' '<:m.c~,~ r: ' , ' , ':,;;: " i.',; . 

", . \ ~.~' . ..' .. -~ . '. " .' 
" Thp' 2nd platoon with tho' 1st Dattalion'<4n'lng the nights' L1~v6o~y nove~ .. 

.to N '~dde:,.of !{XL D' AJOL, arriving o.t'OlOO and~'os-tablishing,a: ro*d.!bl~ck•. Platoon 
r~incd ,<ltthc road block until 1100 'at '\'{hich tinp,!thoinfan,try coum;..prati#ac]:{ed 
o.long roadN of the_ town. One soction of tripk§. ~e;.li~tely novqd ~ c.o~:;;a.~ng 
road and encountered the encoy at 179150, cnpturing' ~O an~ kUling a~!,~tely 
2, Qf the 'oneny, destroying 8. Mchine gun nests .Tho::s~ction continued AAr.xwe 
throud1out dayJ. 'firing~~ into~wobds to get tree b~ts.~,;as:- tl'J.i:l infantry.acl.v:mped., 
At 180393. the platoon s~t up road block.' Ant.4.-ta~'~~ ~Qok pos:!.;liioIlS 'ots~etion 
rcoaining at ViJ.. DtiuJOL'. The plntoon rootdned 'Elt cO'fj)r.r1:ii:w.to 180393 Witp,ou1;, ,~ction 
for thenignt., " ' 

,'!be )rd Platoon/nth the 3rd BattaLiorr:reooined at'-roe,d blocl:: until 1100 ­
r.t Tthiclf t~ tho §1.atbori 'advanced '.'along, 'l"oa~, :wi;h the. '~ri+¢rY,firing 'on ~'c.hino 
Gun nos ts, as the infaIltry vmspinned dcvm. _ The platoon oontinU:Qc! advancing 
under ~observednortar aild·artillerY' fire· until' dark at which tko ,1.11QY Md , 
reachcdthe tbWn of &EliIREllONT., Road blocks werQ established in:ou.tsldrts of.­
town to prevent eneny infiltrating tpto ~nq rear of infantry for tho rcnainder 
of the night.. .' l' 

C;epteober 22 
eo: ~. ~-.: :~.t: , j·tr·. 

... ThQ lsit p).:a~oon 'With the"2nd'Dattalion ~~~' cOnmand ,of lst~crgeant, ,,. 
DaskOV,ich fojJ.'6i'(~9. iw1l.ith tl:tO' in:trlntry Dlo~ D£linr~ute to; ,RELImELIOHf frorl fuillOO,ij, .., 
It was still'lll,pt)ssible for ~tanks- to deplt>y c41e towooded,~Crra:Ui; t4orefor, 'tanks 
continued tc'r.{cvc" along road, oOaSsibrially'.be~, able to.~k 750t6 leO yards 
~Ol~ tJ;o OO,ill.,,~9ad thr~u~h tre,9s to destroy- lJaCh~ne -&Ull no~jiS. DUring tbe' day I S 
QPcrct=!.Qn, ~l1eplat90n>~dvanced to' 139161, destroy-J.ng' 5 oachino ().lDS,- a.nd 30 of the 
Ol1ooy,.' -URQn .'ro::r1val'·of 'dnrkncss tho p~toon returned toasso!lbly area. p.t, 148148. 
for tnbnil"rht. . i ' " , ; ',. ',' ' " • 

I ~', ~';.~ 1:;; . 
!..' .i. ,L. .... " '." . ''', ,; • 

, ,,,' ' , ' '-- ' . '\ ,'. 

_The 2;nq,Fl¢t:t09i1 with the l$t Dattrtlion, '\nth nc 'possibility of ,~Pipying 
fl:'Ol:l nxig' or adv~CE3, continuec~· t~'ncte: with tha "inft,nt:ry .aione ~oo.cl 4«etroy:1ng
4 t1Z!-~hinO .. ~_,.,nnd apprOxiJ:l!l~eJtr·20'of,.the_ ",eneOY~'\:J1at6on 'rCtlainccl' in ~s~cr;,1bl3', 
urmt':at l51214 i'Q;-: ,:the ro.gftt {C, ,";, ". -, ": ,,' '::", : " " -_- .' ,.," _ :­

r .a', '... J(,' ,' ..... ;,'; :,.,[..\., . '"" '~"""; .•; ".. , '.'" ',~" • :,_ ,," ,'.. _ ", . ,.... ". 

The, 3rcl Rla~oon ,'with- ,th<?.3rJ. Dattnl10n c~ntlrlu~d noving ~iith tho infantry 
throuGhout the' Outskirts o:f'the tt;)"vIrl ~along streets and at approx:i.n:1.tcJ.y 1400 

i , 

... 8,­
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Narrative Co "c" tor~eFt 44 (cent·d) 

entered tho ndin streets of the town. -Theplateo'n continUed; t9.~,a~s\ist the 
inf'nntry in rtinavOl of nachino guns on side, s:Preets ..."it darkness: .~T}o ,tD.nks.~ 
forned roaJ blocks D.nd Dattnlion CP protectitm within thctown" .i~$qUOh 'as only
the N part of town had been cleared. ',,'~",~':"', .~.. . 

~eptenber 23 

Tho ~t Platoon with -the 2nd Battalion at 0700 hoUrs left a line of 

departure D.t l-J9161 with niSsi,on to driveinto)1ElIIR.ElDNT long ,the ,!'oad which 

~heY: wero, sm.' Only an occasional eneny was encountered, apparently, nll t:h~ 

O!-l(i)I:\)r'ImcA crossed the river during ~ night as tbeywere being 'cl.o3,o~ in, on fron 

thr09 . s ic;les, N by the 3rd Dattqlion, Wby tho, 2nd Dat~alionJ am~, by' 't,ho 1st 

Dni,itru:iqn. The platoon entered town a:t; 084, and"moved to the east 's~d.sJO,.f,town 

to\:pr~ent any eletlmt:; of theenOtly from Wiltrati~ buck into tovm~. :1, ,"\ 


" ,',1,\,' , ,",' ',' ' .. :,'t : " 
", :':Th~'2riu:, Platooh i"loved:5,nto toWii-frQO 173214 without enc,ciUnterintanyencoy 


elenclilts,,!' 'rhe plp.toon rlOved 'to an ass;~~y ,ar~ in town' awaitincr,~4,e~ to' COVe 

N t1u::'ough REUJREWNT to the l.1CRELLE RIVER·CHCR~ IOO. .,' , ;" .. :" 


.~. . . • -,. .'1 - ­

Tho 3rd hatoon romincd 1n:~,ow:n avva~tinG the 1st '<:tnd 2nd PJ.nto~~ as tho 
'l,3rd Platoon Was to rennin in REm..~NT:D.nd boldthe tovm until tho )rd Infantry 
Division"cnmo in. 

Tho 1st Pla't.oon. with tho 2nd I;att.alion left the asseIlblY, ardt·;rn·~~ONr 

at 1630 In adDinistrative cCilunn fa],loWing the rear of theiJ:>at"Wlioh'. ' (At,1600 

Lt. ijodes fron liD" Conpany reporteci"for duty to cor.tlarid: thQi:~3..st P.ll}toon) ." "The 

platoon 'continued to nove with tho>.2nd :;attalion unti;t arriva:t 'at~'~ivdr crossing. 

The tanks "'I'ICil'e, not alloweiI to cross the river as the engineers ',dQtlbt:ed.a~fto 

'whether the bridge would support tho l:lover:lent; therefore, t.liepl'o.tb()n~ J:oqIria1ned

in this vicinity for the night. ~. . ,;' :~. " . '':~'" :~" .:; ... ' - " 


'1"-"-~""-"" ···~).r·':· 'j' 

The 2nd Platoon with the l~t Battalion following ~the ~an~ ro~t'c ~~~ 'c~n­

fronted with the sane si~u,at1on, ':an:d)'~ theref(;)l'e, rcnained with the 1st' Platoon 

for night. ~ 


:. .~.~ ,": . ,.' '. -! .~~ :. ,', .... 

The 3rd Platoo~ upon departure of 1st and 2m Platoons estnblished a road 

block at 160392, rcoaining there for<th,e night. 


~ . . 1 _ ~ eptenbor 2k 
- '.--- :: 

• • ,. '\.. • .~ } I ,", • _ . 

':At 0600 hour.~':the p1atoom rec.eived cl''doios that they were to return to:, 'I', ': 

REliIllEMONT ,and nake' cross ing over bridge consi:.'ructed durirlg niGht-tO' p'ro~eed; north 
to. town of'J:LO~ anq rer.Jain in regimental reserve. It 08"00 hours the 1st PLatoon's 
tanks cross,Gd,.;t,ltSELI;E; at 0815 tho 2nd~ Platoon's tanks cros~ed UffiELLE. 'Arrived 
at ELCYES and -:r'cnainedill regimental reserve in asseobly area thro ughout the day . 

.. ' ',' '.' . , 
The'3~ci Platoon with' the 3rd Dattalion, l42nd ReT remained. at l·oad block at 

160;92 througpo~1;. dny without action. 

, !; 
. , c:; eptenber 25 .. ' 

- Tho ,1stanci.~nLl Platoons ronained in ELOm in assenbly aroa. lit 1700 
hours the3rd fIa toon relieved of nls 5ion M road block in REMIll.EllDNT and returned 
'to",dOtl~,,~ori't.~l.i.n reginenta]: tcsarv~ inELOym. Arrived in ELOYES at 1730 
.nne!; noved:~to:as:8ao'bly area in town. ., :," 

w ~ •• ~,

" 
:~.''o9·'~··:':f·'!·· . 

'. ~ ..~; :: 

fr." 



. 
Narrative Co "C" for ~ept 44 (cont ~ d) 

...t 2100 hours- the conparv received orders effective 2100 hours that the 
c:ii~)any wil~ in Division reg CI'VC and.was to be or'Ga!l{zed iht9 eit~cr tlounted or . 
(hsnountcj road bloc,k teaps consl.stl.n[r of, (1) Dismounted, :Ln whJ.ch there would 
be threo sections of mchine eu'1S, ench of which would nan an' individual road 
block-. (2) Mounted, in wm ch bro t6i11c~ would nan an melividual rOCod block <md ­
furnish ovm security fron oth.;~ tnnks Conu Headquarters section. The cOrJpimy WM 
to rOGain in present position (hl lulf' Con hour altext. Division reserve Ylas to be 
cor.t·.~dcd by Colonel Felber, r'orm.anc!inB Officer, 753rd Tank De..ttn1ion. 

Procedure take~; within the conpc.n;:y: 

.- Each platoon leader vlould furnis h two !lachine guns, 30 chliber 'with 2000 
rOUnc.l"3 per Gun; three non to mn- nachine c;uns and supply <:'.r.:n:nmition. Reminder 
of :;latoori to be us ed- ns outposts and security llI'f.led -vvith Thonpsor(8ub-Ht':.chine 
Guns and hand gronades, each inmvidual to CD:!'ry with hiI:l two rJeals, eithor "C" 
or "KII. Each platoon would nave ono nedic attacned to road block section• 
•U:u:mnition trucks would be used. to 'transport personnel to blocks. 

26 q cptenber 

COrJpany rcrmined in EL01""E3 in Divis;ton reserve on i hour o1ort without 
o:n:y 	 action. 

27 qoptunber 
. " 

Conparry ronained in ELOl1!B until 1730 at which t.ino rJovou out through 
JLRllEUIL, CHENli.:lENIL, POCELLES then C2.st to Fb.NCotlPIERIlE onrouto to TENDON 
to join RCT l42ncl Infantry'. Tho conparv oxe~utivc officer, .actinc' conparw 
co!ltnndor, p,;"cceoclod t4e conparV to contact tho. Connanc.ling Officer, 14~d 
to learn disposition of platoons ._ Ui.)on m'rivul at 213480, tho Cor.1T.lnndinit . 
Officer was stopped by roacl block of tho 3rd Dattnlion 143rd Infantry <mel rot 
nilowod to proceod to TENDON becnusc terrain betweon 2.13480 ane.. 'fBNDON was 
occupied by the enoqv. COl'ltact, was nado with the COIJIJandinc; Officer, 14~nd 
by tOlephone fran road blook. 'Ho ordc~d t'" hold the conpnIY in Dlr.B1LE3 as plat ­
oons wore not needed until 28 ~opter.:bcr. .~ . ,\ 

28 ~ eptenbm. . ' ~: i' 

~~t 054, tho conparry left assenbly aroa in tovm of. DOCELLE3 onrouto to RCT 
142nd ip TENDON. lil'rivod in TENDON at 0'0.30 at which t:ine the 2n(~ Platoon attnched 
to 2nll Dnttnlion andplaced on road blocks on N sido of TENDON,~ Cot 'trhich tirE the 
pIe.toon leader'.contacted the Dattnlion Connander to GOt details rocnrdine attack 
c.t 0700; howover, attack did not oc,cur up.til 1000, at 'Whicn til:~o~ tc.nks left TENOON 
c.t 2l5~73in .·colunn along trail. lea<line up.?ountain. It vlns it;ll)osr;ip~eto clCploy 
due to .;~teop hill, rocky and wood~cl ttrJrraJ.n. Tho platoon assl.steu. .l~lOvcnent 
by fireta,.points 2234'b9.Remined at this point for night In an assOtlbly nren. 
It w"'5..~ ab~.olutely inposs~ble to do)loy iind work tnrouen"wooUs .onr.l0untain' to ­
a~sist infantry in c1earil1G out woodS:; 'S.O for this roason plc.toon c.c.!vnnccd· as 
fer as pcmsible to Give support. I' 	 .' ... ..... 	 ­,. 	 ...., .;'.'. ./.. 

-- - Tho ,3rd Platoon ViC.S to novo Q.1ohC' ntJ.iil' route fron TENDOll to THOLY to l' ..... : '.:; 
c.s§:i4:p"Wantry in neutrnlizinr; Q rCQd 'bltyckt-dt '215465. 'ranks r.lOvccl to'po~ts
213).,:08 then were stopped bythQ Dnttdion Cor.K.lander because tnnks could'not 
nssist infm try enouc;h to justi.fy.,.~h:;i.- shQJJ.,me titld riortnr fire 1·,tlich tDnks vrould 
'drlli'{ While !:loving a1onc~ road. inbriqn:';. In;rantry had hot 'orgb,nizcd thosacwr 
sur::ounc1inc road bloc::k encu.gh to fUlly env~lop, the bloclr . provided the forces 
rloVJ.n[~ along tho road suffored 	noc.lc.:l:'atc casualties • 

.', 

r- J.:O .­• 
, 

. 

.. 	 . : .'.',."
t·> " J;'" e;" ," 
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Narrativo Co "c" for ~ept 44 (conttd) • 
The 1st Platoon renained in TENDON in resC~e on call to sup:)ort 3rd 


Datt':uion nl'ter road block clearod by tho 2nd Platoon. Tho plntoons rGnained 

in positions fo~ niGht. 


~ ~12~oIJbGr 29 


T110 1st Platoon at 07()(J ';. :i~j n:'J.od to nove and suppor~ by fire~ tho a.dva.nce 
of the 2nd Dattnlion rlonc t.n ~_: ulonc l:1ountain side. No firine 'l'fas done durinG 
novenent thro'ilGh woods; howu-.::;' 'J tho platoon ooved into oponine on top of hill to 
firo on hou~os at 228466. F:1..::'; 11[; on thIs sector, the platoon killed approxinatcly 
25 'Of thc- eneny and rolieved .3 atlericans captured by thoonony. l.fter f:iring on 
tIMe hQu,c;es the tank,:; pUlled back to 223469 to prevent- drm'linc firo on infantry 
as tho terrain was inpassable to nEvemnt down forward slope of nountain. 

The 2nd Platoon renaitled in same area as on 28 l:Jepteober without action. 

Tho .3rd Platoon remined in Tenc~on in reserve without action. 

~opteT.lber 30 

The lst'- Plntoon rernined m asso!:1bly area at 228466 as the infan1r,y' was 
orGruUzing positions on nountains. 

The 2nd P.l.atoon renaincd in position Sru:1C as 28 and 29 ~eptcIJber '\tithout
action. 

Tho 3rd Plato9n rcnainod in Tendon in assembly area. 

The conpnny as n whole received hoavy concentration of nrtill~ throughout
(by, but no damaGo T[as dono 
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.... ,'" - . "e" COM:PANY 
153RD'TANK BATTALION 

,NARRATIVE OF cO!.r:rPMry"· "C" FOR M01TTH OF OCTOBER 1944 
----.;....~ - ---- - .. ­

"C" Company operated throug~out the month 'of October by hav111g' ~ p~'a:~oen, ' 
l,ttached to each Battalion of an Infantry R~giment. Geoassionally a pla:t~n would! ' 
e a ttaohed to another Regiment tor n partioular operation and uppn c,ompletfo-n of ' 
,his operation; ',th"l. !>l'lto611 would revert to the 'oontrol ot the Battal~o1S to which '. ­•t was normally' ',at15aclled... , 

As Battalions ad~anced:to take'ne1V .obj"ec t1v:es the assault oompantes of the I: , 

attalions were rotated, however the personael of tanks, ,could not be·r.btatcd but " 

auld always.be with the "a:sllault,comp!lnies. InasDlUch as -thElse tan ks w~ra always 

. ith the assuIt infantry oompa:aiies' the orews did'not receive suffioient rest to 


k:c(;P thomsclV61i physioally tit for t:be most :'etf1oient preformanc€:. Nor did the 
,auks reooive the proper ohecks cr mainta.inanee .neees,sary to keep t hem operationally 
tit. During the latter' part of the month~' as ~ result of the abtwe mentioned 

:)onditions, only two platoons of 1!hree to tour tanks' eaoh wero operated•. All operatio.;f 
vere confined to either ro~ds bo~dered by streams and ,soft terrain, from one small 

.. awn to another or a.l,ong tr(lils in densely wooded mounta.ins, ,thus allowing little 
chance for maneuvering by platoons for either ehort: aotion or conoentration of fire 
power. N~ enemy armor was e~outered, but W~ did find scr.tter6d buzooka te~s 
!hioh oaused only s1ig~t damage~ Eowever,the~ pctential dfJ,nr;er from bazooka tire is 
great in heavily woodea areas beaauso the inf~try oan provide no ground proteotion 

to the front due' to the preva.leno~ of tree' bursts at clo"c r:mge when the tanks 

.lIe HE ammunition." ' 

.. ! " 

,,-" " 

It tank pia.toons were ph.ced ~,n support r~l.1;hl)r th8,n 'lttached to infaritry the 
platoons oommander could then make his 'dGcisionsind empl~y his plat-oon, using one 
3ction for fire support or tlanking action. as hr; may deem neC'3S8 ary, and not have 
) put one tank here and oDe,there as is quite frequl)n~ly done by infantry oommanders 
10 do not, know the basro' employment,ot armor. 

1" OCTOBER 1'944 , ' 

Company, supported·the 1.(2 l~f.antry ReT of '~6th IItrantl"y Divisi o~ attaching 

platoon to each )~at:"alion•• 'The 'first platoo':n." atta,ched, tp the 2nd Battal~on, 


'emained in TENDON as Battaiion reserVe. a;" i600the.f.li-st platoon lett TENDON 

1 a tactical administrative oolumn 1;l.1ong the main route, ,TENDON, DOCELLES, 

HENEMENIL to an assembly area!:n CHENEMENIL to be,Come a Mo~ile Combat Team reserve. 

1e platoon, Wile of no valu,e, too, th,e,Reg1ment 1nthe ,sector ,in which the Regiment was 

)er"ting, inasmu'oh a.s ~o platoons oou14eov~Y t,he, wooded,mountainous Regimental 

;ctor. _ . '. . " ~ "':", '" , ". " ," , ' 

. ~. . 

, 'The', seCfond platoo~.I,' oP'ej.at~n~ with ~h~ '3rd :Bat~iil~k i42'RCr, re~f\in~'d at, 
road block and defens1:ve podtion ~lo~g TENDQN",Ltl'HOLY ,road a"t Z13468 until ,the 
~tal1on had maneuvered mortars nnd" m s.uiine/ guns int-<:> "vi:Ci.nity ~~ "2154&5... The,' '. '. 
lttalton planned to remove I8.T1 enemy defended road block' of t~lie'n trees.;,'at 220459;: 
'Y olosing in from 214550 and 'llong the r9ad from 213468. The seoond platoon was' ,':, 
, move in oolumn on the rOlld to 21'6462' and fire on possible enemy meohine gun 
lsit-teo. as the infantry olosed ill•. The pl~toon was unablE: to give other support 
1.e t • • teep banks on the north side of road and forests and swam ps on the south.de. 

- 1 ­
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Co. "c." Narrat1va Cont td' 

Upon rE?aohlng 211463 the ie.,aGl.,veh1ci~ was immobiU',ed by mines which blew the tl"ack 
ott, and blocked, the rtlacl. The reinai~derof the platoon could 'not oontinue to the 
position to bring fire on the ~oad brook. The enemy road block \'(as on~y several 
hundre'd yaros away but tanka -c()uldnot tire 'inti) enemy beoause th~ blook was around 
a curve; ccmcenled by th'e mountain along north side of road. The remainder of' the 
platol'n remained to ccver the disabled "tank and ere.w until arrival of tank retri t-:'ver 
at ·Qusk::-.t whioh time the, di sabled tank was with'cl~awn.' The platoon, then returned 
to 213468 in road block and tiefensiveposition f,)r night. 

The thir.d. platoon, supporting the 2nd Battalion 142 'Rc'r remained' in an . 
'1.8sembly area at 2234159 •. They were not used by this' Battalion t,o take their ob­
jective due to the fact t4at the p:i.atoon of tanks could not maneuver through the 
forest covered mountains to positl.~)n8 t() 8upp::Jrt the' infantry without orossing a 
Nide open area whiph would br.ing mcrtar nnd artillery fire on the infantry_ The 
!;hird plf'toC'n :reem'l.inec1 at 223469 th!·oUghcut night without action. 

2 OCTOBEIt 1944 

There was no movement (·r notien by any tanks on 2nd Oo.tt,ber. 'The third 

'la.toon, working with 2nd Battalbn, WFl.S ~el1eved of attaohment ·to 2nd Battalion 

14~1 and attached to 3rd Batta~i0n 141 ReT which was attached to 142 ROT. Thus 

.;he'tank platoon remained in the S!1Il1e n,ssomb1y !:',reo. planning an opor'lticin wit.h 


." 3rd Battl1lion 141 f)r 3rd Octcber 1944. 

3 OO'fOBER 1944 

The first platoon W9.S in assembly area at CHBNEavlENIL•. It ,left assembly 

area at 1100 to join the 3z:d Battalion 143 RCT at :W~VELINE.. Platoon remained 

there and made plans for an attaok:. for 4th OotobGr 1944. 


Tht) seoond platoen remain€d' at 213468 in a defensive position and ruad 

block throug~out the day, No operati~n was,possible a~ainst enemy defended road 

b1eck at ,220459 beoause enginGt::rs were unable t,) sweep the rc,ad olear of mines 

because cf ar,tUlery, mortar and small arms fire 'pt Jteotlng the road block. 


Third ph.to:;n moved from as'st:mbly area at 223469 tu join 3rcl Battalion 
141 ReT. n,t. 223,463. From 223463 the third platoon was tu sUFPort the attack 'Iy 
3rc1 Battalion ;)n HILL 827 I'lt 237463. The platc,:m moved by blut:lds until reaching 
238470. Movem~nt by bounds, .~a.s discontinued due, to open torrain. The seoond section 
:-emained 3.t 228461 to giva fi.re support to the ist seoti,m moving to 238470. The 
'l'wement of the first seC'tion'to' 2'38470 was very diffioult· ~lue to heavily wooded, 
l",rrc;w tr nils ro1l~ed by. th~ seotion'•. T..c· elimiriatf!l the; s,oAttered strong points 
11C'ng the east side of HILL 807. The 1'irn:,~~c~i?~ :h~d tv. f?l!ow these narrow 
;rails through the f"rest.-.Atter. the opjeqtiVf. ~b.s tD.ke~·, the platoon a.ssembled 
in the v ioinity of 238470 for the remainder :,:1> 'olv;" n:ight withou1:;aotion. 

, . , 

- 2 ­
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~":'.' . . 4 OCTOB"SR 1944 
i ; • 

The first .platoon, supporting .2nd. BnttR.l1on 143, left LAVELlNE - HOOX at 
234489 a.t' 0800;to give fire support in clearing enemy from woods at 245495. The 
platoon moved· northeast from LAVELINE, deploying two sections al0 ng both sides 
of roa~ LAYELINE to LE RQUGE.- CHATEAU •. Th~ ~l~toon moved by bou nds throughout 
the atta.ck, approaching the town from the northwest at'243498 and southeast at 
245495/' UpOn taking objectivE:, thE3 infantry organized and consol idated then F 

. tanks moved t~ 24~497.in .mobile reserve against a possible counterat\&ot_. The 
platoon remained here ~or the night and 'at l800'ra~eived from attao~ent to 2nd 
Battalion· ,and attaohed· to 1st Batt alion to plan the oontiCu.ance of the ,attack on 
5 Octcbf:'~ 1944 ~~. , . . ,. •t f 

..- .. ~ ;.' 
~ : .. . f.. . l ., . "", .' ~ '... ~ 

, ',; The secot\d platoQn remained at 213468 until 1600 at wl;li:oh ~im~ V,Tejs:"dtttached 
from thfJ5rd ·,l'attal'ion..14? !llld att<l.ched to :the" 2nd Batt alion of t he i43 RCt. AtJ 

1630 thE! T:l1atoori moved to an assembly area in HOOX at' 22749S tp ,~emaintthere for .. .' ' ,
the night. 

! 
. . 

The third platoon working with 3rd Battalion of the 141 RC(f:' S\lpported by 
fi,ra ~d moveme:t1t the"attad:rf~frcm. 238479 to objective at 239475. Attached to 
~rd plgt6on'were~two 105 nsBult.~uns wh'ioh'were use~ tblay· down.the.fire on 
O'bjeotive ~be(Or~f;thG intantry, mQved out .. rmd as':infantry,was closing OJ,1 the ,obj­

,p'6tive the tr:iiiks fired approximately 50 round s of HE to obt",1n tl'36: burst.s *, '~'The 
lobjeotlve was t'.l.ken ··and the tcnks rema'ined. in def'ila<\c at 236471 to.prevent 
ootmteratta:ck. The platoon r~mained .at 235411 for ·the ni[ht -without further action. 

5 OCT9~ER 194~ ~. . 

'., The first platoon rema.1ned in an I)ssembly Ilrea in LE ROUGE CHATEAU until 
17db~ tben·mov,edin a taotioal administrative column to the vicinity of 257498. 
The route to this sector had been Cleared 'of enemy ~reviously, the 251498 ,seotor 
had also been taken and organized. The mission of the platoon wa. to fire' on 
enemy held houses at the base of the mountain so that friendly troops could org­
~'Ce the reverse slope of the mountain. T~o rlatoon moved to previously reo­
onnoitered positions and f~red into the enemy held houses as the infantry advanoed. 
Platoon remained in firing postttrlns until the ·objective w~s taken and organized, 
then returned.to LE ROUGE - CHATEAU to resupply and remain in ~ob;ile rese~ve 
against "p o~sible enemy oounterattaok. 

" 
,; 

,t", ~ ,'. 

•The' 2nd platoon remained in the' same poSition as 4 October;' without action.:. '.. ". ,: ,. 

The 3rd platoon remained in 'the 'same po~ition as 4 OC)tober'witnout action. 

6 OCTOBER ~944 
•• • ~ -: .. • .to.' ..•• I f f~", ,'\ I, ... • 

'. No aotion fTor ei~~~ ,fst,' ~n4 or ~~rc;l, pi:!1tO~h~. "':- rh~:V.l·:a·il! remAined~ in the 

lame Position "as 5 October 19.i4",· ." ,. ".'" -'. '~' ," 

' .. 

'. ~'. 'V ,t""-. 

. ..,• i ."~~ , . :- ~', ' . " 
. " . " '
-- . 7 OCTOBER 1944 

The first platoon remained in the same position as 4 OotOber wtthout 

aotion. 


http:returned.to
http:24~497.in


- ,.; 
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The seoond platoon in support of the 2nd Battalion 143 RCT moved from an 
lssemh1y area at HooX ~t .1600 with the mission to fire on enemy held houses at 258462, 
t hen return to their original position in an assembly area at .HOOX. The platoQ'l, 
maneuvered to 255485 and tired approximately 20 rounds HE into the houses at obj­
ective, theri returned to HOUX at 1800. 

The third platoon was r8~~:. w8d from atta.ohed to the 1st BattaUon.142 RCT 
~ nq. then attaohed to the Task FO',-,~e Felber at ].000. The platoon left 236471 at 
1060 to report to 2l553~ ...ia rouc~ TENDON, ST. JEAN .. DU - .lMRCBEj 'U;:Pf~NGES to . 
Gs+,abliah' a road blook at' 2l553·9.~ Tne movement of the platoon was administra.ti~el:r 
.-.nr1. upon arrival at 2~5539 th.e platoon fired on houses vlhioh were tep.0~ted ~.ocuAed 

1;.,219546. They reoe1vsd no l"'epoj~'" on the.·firing. nor was there anYfurt~er aC'c!on 
Jy'the platoon. The road block "/;'''.1;. established and the platoon remairied'here for 
the night. . ,r 

.. 
. J I)CTOBER 1944 .' 

, .I 

The first platoon remain6d in ~~ assembly area at HOU~ withoUt aotion or 
move mente 

The 2nd platoon at 0800 was r~licved from attached to the 2nd Battalion 

143 RCT and moved to 'the Task.Forue Felber sector at 203543 with the mission to 

move 'around ill this seotor and fire' (m targets visible to t.fJ.em i'n-:the ''Vicinity of 

FAYS,,~ LAVAL. and. BRUYERES. The platoon'maneuvere-ci around ;Xl J;he above designatEhd 

area. to.fire on the above mentioned tareets until dusk, a'tr'Which time t14ey moved 

DEYCIMONT to resupply and a8s~ble for the night. The third platoon re~ained in 

the same position at 216539 .as part of the 'l.'ask Foroe Folbo..-i with the mission to 

prevent armored counterattaok from this seotor. (See Ov~rlay Number 6) 


9 OCTOBER 1944 

the first platoon at 0200 8snt 8()COna see·tian to join the 1st Batta:lion 
L42 RCT at 239412 to assist "h" Company 142 RCT ln taking an objeotlve at 412248. 
rhh section was guided to the abovo ooordinate by guides from Company "A" 142. 
It was to give support by firo and movement. however due to mountainous country 
,"lith forests and gorges, the seotion was restrioted to small tf"ail~. nothltl.g but 
'mall arms fire was encountered. Approximately 50 enemy were killed' or' oaptured 
md objective was taken by 1400. The tanks remained in a defensive Posltion until 
bjective was organ!zed. At 1100 the section was released from the Battal1on..and 

'eturned to an aSGembly area in HOOX. . . 


, 'The second. platoon remdned ln, an assembly area. ln DEYCIMONT:-untfl'l130 at 

hlah time the platoon moved 170 an 'assembly area with "th~ 2nci ··Batt'alion :t41 at 

13529 to disouss operation for 10 October in the vicinity of 231535. The platoon 

-emained 1n this position for the night. 

The third platoon.. remD.ined with tho Felber Foroe at 216539 to prevent an 
ll"InO red coun~eratta~.i;. . 

10 OCTOBER 1944 

The first platoon remained in an aBsembly area in HOUX without actiun•

• • 



•Co. "Cit Narrative Contld. 

The se60nd platoon remained iri an a$semb1y area with 2nd Battalion 141 at 
213529. The platoon did not move to the ,area antiCipated due to the f~ot that the 
engineers had not completed the repa.ir of the trails, ,which were used as sup.ply 
ro uta:&!!. The trails were around the mountains and the soil soft due to the excess 
rai n. 

The -third platoon remained at 216539 with the Felber Force to prevent 

armored couilterattack. 


11 OCTOBER '1944 , 

The 'first platoon remaine'd, in an a8semb~y area in .HCUX ,without action. 

The second platoon wit~i, the 2nd Battalion 141 ReT left the assembly area 
at 213529 to join the Battalion at 234538. The platoon was to select positions to 
d~ver RJ at this point and assist infantry by fire and movement on HILL 512 at 
f!30539. 'The platoon deployed upon' reaching 233531 to move into, the positions due 
:t'b the fact that the terrain was open and mortar fire was ,falling on forward slope 

, of the mountain. As the first seotion moved out to accomplish ~heir mission they 
were both' immobilized at 233533 by enemy ramp mines. 'rhe tanks~ though in open, 
were manned and covered the movement of the seoond section. In. taking .he objeotive 
approximately 30 enemy were killed and approximately 10 prisoners taken with. unknown 
number of meohine guns destroyed. The platoon remained at 233537 for the ,'night in 
aefensive and rona block positt-on without action. 

T 

The" third platoon remained as on 10 October 1944. 


12 OCTOBER,1944 

The first platoon remained in HOUX in an assembly area until 1430 at which 

time one tank moved to 493235 to rer;ister in Qn"targets for indireot fire. The 

r;egistratlon of piece was conducted by 133 Field h.rtillery Battalion by the use 


,; of: a Cub Plane. At 1845 the remainder' of the p~~toon moved to surveyed positions, 

to fireon targets as shown on overl~, usiIlg; ,the .registration of the gun plaoed 


't 1n position at·· 1430. Harassing fire was conduoted throughout the pight, firing, 
a:pproximately 200 rounds of HE. One fife starte4 ;in the v.ioinity of GRhNOES was 
re ported latei as being !an 'enemy 8upplJ[ .~:wnp. " 

~ -.. -, ~ ! " to. ;. 

The second anj third platoons remained in the same positions as 11 Ootober 

without action. (See Overlay Numb-er 6)- , .. 


13 OCTOBER,' 1944 , ' , . 
The first platoon continued tiring indil'ect fire until 0430 and at 0500 

retuJinedto the aasemblyarea in HooX. No oOU'l)'tel' Jbattery ~asre~Efived} d':lr~.the 
firing.'. However beginning a.t 0900 the town ot :'HWX~a.s; ~,l~4 heav~l~{1i.ntet'fUi~t­
ently until 1830 at which time the platoon and Company CP moveo in a taotioal 
adn'linist:rertive march'to llIEYCIMONT.:' '(:r' :. P ,::;·r r'" • '::-'\' "J" 

The aecond and the third platoons remained in the same areas as 11 October 
without aotion. 



Co. "C" Narrative Cont'd. 

\I.
I~r ' .. 

The first plat,:?;yn remaint!d ip' assembly area in DEYCIMONT without action. 
: I-'.! ~ ;~, • ~Y~' • t­

. - ~. . ~~. . 
.:rhe"s~eond platoon W'lS de:t 'lclaed frorr& th'e '2\ld' B'att alion 141 RCT®d roturned. to 

DEYCIMCN'T~With only one tank oporQ.t.)~i'1ally fi~"-thG platoon was deadlined fur lack 
of ve1116lE;,s: to: ?ontinue the. operationlJM al platbbn.­

The third p1alioon remained withthe~lb€r Force without action at 215539. 

l . 15 OCTOBER 1944 

.. -- '';; .~:
. ,,: 

The f1'rst ph toon at 0600 left assem.ly area in DEYCIMONT to join thE:> 3rd 

'J.tt'\licn 143 RCT in, th,e vicinity of FAYS'1213556) with missiotf to sUPt>0rt~·th\j·· 

attack ftom Ffi:fsLto "t.~ke HILL 419 at 224'556. The objective·w~ taken :af.'b'e~ heavy 

arti'n~ry cc:riC?entratt;)tl with on~y severaFenemy enoouptered,~ The platoon rem'a.lneci 

9.t approximately 222555 dur,ing the'night'ih' de'fila~e!n' a defensive position. :The 
tactic'll·t:'0'Vement of ~he plato'Jn was practioally n11 I,,\ due ,tQ.fact that. from 
selected positicns a.t a.pprc.xim'1tely 2135)150 jtne plato~ri sup;ported only ~ fire th'eI1 
mov~d to hili administratively a.fter1t· :wtfs l·organhelr:(l,y the infantry. . . ;,~, 

The second platoon remD.ined c}F;).'ic'lir.E:d thrugh')ut the remainder of the month 
due to personnel and vehicles cr;SU.ltiE:s sust".in>ccl in previous operations. 

The third platocn was d",tt;.clE fry.. thG T'J.sk F:;t'ce Felbe.r at l5:JO and attach.. 
ed to the 1st Battaliun 143 RC'r : it!: missi.n t. supprt the BattD.lion in an attack 
on the town of Li1.Vj'l.L. So fJ.r f).S tL t ..ctic~1.p6r9.t·lon8 of the plato0!f the ta nks 
could only.operate in a Cc.lWlln aLr.g thE: hibhway from 215539 to the to~n ..f LAV4L. 
The platoon was unable tc deploy.lUC to the marshy terrain frum Line of Departure 
to the objective. The platJun gD.VE; fire; supp~rt fr'om th~ road, firing_ into 
buildings, designated by infantry, t r'.;mc.VE; the enemy -strung poi~ts t.· One 201:.lilL 
was destroyed and seve.ral mt::;chir,0 e,;uns with pers~lnnel:.· i~o caf\ualt.1e,s in either 
vehiole!t or perscnnel wen. suffered by thE; platoon. 'r~o first socti'0I;l,of·the 
platoon placed a r,;ad bleck Llt 23'1:551 and the seo~ncl secticln Q.t23555S. (See: F 
Overlay Number1). • [' 

.,r", 
I .. ~· . 

16 OCTOBER 1944 
'# r:' . : \ 

't'" ! . I r 

At 1400 thE C.)m~)9....").y CP moved flrcm DEYer-MON!' toLEPb.NGES. 

The first pb.tc'n just prior to day-light, 0530 moved from their positions 
n HILL 419 to an assombly area in FAYS to remain there until clark (2000) then 

mcve to positi(JU. 2~4565 t9. strengthen the defense of ~h~ left! f.l~k ,again'st~ a ' 
possible counterattack from the town ')f. BRUYl;R~S. 'The platooh remained here 
throughout the night without action. 

.>C' 
i I ::. ;, : 

The third plator:.n ;~. ].;300 VJl'l.S· ?tt,tchu:~ t'(/·t~,9·'a;S!.cl. ~ftta~lipA 1~3.. ROi'. ·for· . t" 
support in an attack o~ t.l'J.§' .. ·tpvp. :.;,f~.~E,_MF" ~.~OO ~.gain! t~~;. pp~r~ti~n Yia8 ·,·rest.. ", ;; 
ricted to mov~ment alons rof.;,c,. ('ue;·t(~ rtiiJ.r~hf·tefrJi.~.:.n" t~e. t9b jecjGive;; was ~eb at· , 
19 00. Only sm'3.11 arms A'.i:t:J! ;pp ;)si.·t1 ,rt·w'xs ·t3nc ·:,un~€:reCl. 
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Co. "e" Narrative Cont'd~e 
17 OCTOBER 1944 

Thet'irst ph.toon remained in a defensive position at 224565 until 1300 at 
whioh time thepiatoon joined; Compimy. ',IG~ 442 InfMtry RCT at 234572. The· mission 
was to assi.st Company "G" in the attaok to clear enemy of woods on HILL 555' ~ 
238576~' to- olear enemy from houses a.t 241575 and to establish a road 'blook 'at 
this point. The platoon moved into sUEPort positions at 234574 and 238513 at l3~O 
~~d as the infantry oontinued to advan~e the platoon moved td 238574 giving fire 
support by tiring into houses occupied by the enemy-at 241575. TheLobjectiv~ 
il'V6.s· taken at 1700, however,· the platoon remained in position until road block. was 
established at 2000. At'which ti~e the platoo~returned to 223573 reverting to . 
1st Battalion 143 RCT. One tank ~I immob11iz~d at 225512 by enemy-mines which 
had been oleared and placed 'alrJng edge of· trail. Inasmuch as this tank .was in an 
exposed position the pllAtonn leatl(;rhad to clear mines around the immobilized 
tank to allow the rf3maining tanks to pass, then pulled the immobilized vehicle 

behind crest of hill so tt.nt the enemy would not shell this vehicle and s)J.rro~nding 
area occupied by trienc11y troops. The platoon t-emained at 223573 without action. 

The third, p12t')Cn remo.inod in CRAMP 1& DUC in a defensive position 'against 

possible oountrerattMk, with 3rtl Btittalion 143 RCX. 


18 OCT OBER 1944 

I The first pl8,tocn remein8d in as semb1y area as a me,!:>ile reserve at 223564 
until 0700 then !r.oved to 23055G tc; jdn "A" Company 143 ReT with the mission to 
attaok northeast from LAVAL alvng mll.i.n highway to BRUYERES with BRUYERES as the 
objective. The platobn working in secticns ad~anced para1el, to rond with seotions 
,m east and west sides. The infantry was penned down by enemy mechine gun fire 
from a house at 240563. The house was c1enred by tanks firing HE delay into the 
house~ The advance continued, an enemy AT gun spotted at 241564. filth section 
Jf highway at 238559 giving fire support, the 1st socti on maneuvered waS't of high­
way to 238564 outflanking AT gun 'J.l':c1 capturing same. BRUYERES was taken A with 
lpproximately 50 prisoners accounted for by platoon, at 1800. Tanks had reco~oit­
ared all streets and moved to an 'l.ssembly area at Z42567 tG remain for the remainder 
·)f the night without futher action. 

The third ph:toon attacking from CHAMP'" LE - DUC •• supporting the 3rd 
Battalion 143; RCT with mission to secure oheese factory at 241562, an intergral 
part of BRUYERS. This platoon also maneu~ered by,sec1;ions east and west of CHAMP. 
LE - DUC, BRUYERES road. 'The' objective. was taken at 1600 without firing' on 
enemy. The tanks remained at 247562· i'na defensive positiun to prevent possible 
counterattAok from LAVELINE, for the ni~ht without . action. (See Overlay Numb~r 8), 

19 OCTOBER 1944 

The first and third platoons romai:lled in the same positi0ns as 18 Qctober 
without action. 

" 
20 CX1ll'CBER,1944 

The first platoon moved from an as~einbly area ·in BRUYERES to.-~upport 2nd 
Battalion 143 in an attack southeast tl... 254558 then 'nbrtheast to 262559. 
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~o. "e" Narrative Cont'd. 
'.' .. . ~ . ~ , , 

The platoon moved along the main rOf:l.d BRUYERES. LAVELINE in column until r.eaching 
254558, due to. faot that the tt-rrrdn aI-lng this axis of advance was soft and IDar"Ohy",, ­
also ltore cimoealment was affOl"ded I:'l.long the road. Upon reaohing 254558 the platoon 
deployed and moved northeast by b,)unds until reaching the edge of forest, when 
the only route of a.dvance was blocked by two· tanks sliding off ellge of the narrQW 
trail. While these tanks were In stuok poaition they recei'ired fire from friendly 
artillery. , Radioed to Company CP t,) have tho fire disoontinued. The Comm anaing 
Jffioer contaotud 143 RCT and informed them offrienctly fire; the fire was dis­
continued immediately. N 0 pl,atoon c,lIlsualties result;ed f~om th.~ fir(., however 
some infantry oa.sualties were sustainid. The platoon remained in thsir pcsitioYl 

to 8UpPJrt by fire until dusk, a.twhich time the vehicles .weI:'e retrieved" The 

plat oen nturned to BRUYERES in assembly area, as the i:rl.fan,:ry 'had moved on to 

T!lountains and had no need of' the tanks. 


,.~ .• t. 
,\, ", 

The third piatoon remained in CHAMP .. I.E .. DUC,to protect the right flank 
of the-tdv1illcing first platoon until 1600 at which time they maneuvered nortrcfJ.s't 
to 254556 .1n support of 3rd Battalion 143 ReT. Frain' 254558 the advance was south­
east along the main r0R.d to LAVELIN~ to road junction at 259553 at which point 

they fired on enemy hEld ,house'S at 26655~'lIld 26 /1547. The infantry was thsn able 
to movtl to this position and a.t dusk cstltbli.sh a road block at 261551. The platoon 
rlilmained here for remainder of night without acti :)n. '.' ­

-
Th~ first plo.toon t-emMnud ,in . ~..i.h assembly'].!'",), in BRUYSRES withvut aotion. 

The third platoon rcmaine<1 'o:ti rXl.d bl'ck as :::0 October 1944 without aotion. 

22 OCl:'OB& 194';' 

The first platoon remi.li'.1.~ici· i" rc s'-..:n'e in BRUYERLS V',i "Ch the 2nd Battalion 
.43 ReT until 1900 at whicr, t~i];'-' t: .1:th'n was relie',led from a.ttached to 2nd 
'attalion 143 ReT and attach. t the. 3rd i:lattali,m 143 ROT to r€plaoe 3rd platoon 
at roa.d b-lock position at ;:;~~lGSl.rhG n:isdon of 1st pla~oon was to protect the 
'ight flank of the trd BattalL n a...'1d prevent possible counterattack from· LAVE.LlNE. 

The ihird' plci.tocill at 0700 sent one seotion, with .ont;l' 636th T.D. section 
mFPorting,tc '.l flflnr, , position at 263552' to assist 3r.d 'Batt"alion in clearing 
,he woods at 2795.{m~· fhe tanks, from deflated position, fired into~ht:~ woods 
leutrial1 zing; apprdXimately 10 ,machine gUllS and an unknOWl?- number of enemy. Upon 
'''mpletion ='f this mission the sections movoed back to road blook position with the 
ther seotion. At l33b one sec~ion was to' go to 267548 and give fire support to 

combat pa.trol in o'learing ,houses from 261548 the railroad at 270545. UpOll reaoh­
ng 266549 mines were detected .so. tanks radioed for ',engineers who oleared road to 
point 267548. The tanks then moved to positions, concen,led by houses, to support 
patrol. However, as patrol continued t9. advance tanks were unable to see patrol 
~o they moved t'o' a. position on rQa,l at 2685'47 to support by t;ire if needed. The 
~oi;lon. r8mained here until the p~tt+(;l Was -observ.ed ret~rr,:ing after oompleting their 
.ission. The tanks bege.n'~~turningt(j' the road block posit'ions and drew fire, 
lowever the ~18Sintl waB oompleto3. a.nd no caaualties,"were sustained. 1'he 'p~()n 
emained at the road block until 1900, at which time they w~Q J"'o£'1.ie~ by the 
,at platoon, then returned to BRUYERES in e.ssembly Ar'O'Q.. 

- 8 -

• 


http:J"'o�'1.ie
http:observ.ed
http:cstltbli.sh


:0. "e" Narratlve Cent'd.e 
23 OCTOBER 1944 

The oompany was relieved of attachment to the RCT 143 and placed in 'Div­
ision Reserve_ .. ,Alt 1&00 the platoons weht into an assembly area in LEPANGES 
at 204534. 

" 
21 OCTOBER 1944 

At' 1500 the company was attached' t'o the 141 ReT remaining in LEPANGES on 
ale~t, at 1600 the company was det'ached from the 141 RCT and attachec1 to the 143 
RCT. 

The first p1at("on, at 1830, left the assembly area in LEPA.,NGES to join the 
jrd Battalion at Fl~COMPIERIlli. The platoon remained in FANCOMFIERRE, making plans 
fo r 25 October operf..;tions. 

The third platocl1 left the saIllt:; assembly area to join the 2nd Battalion 
',143 t~ ':..establish a rOQd bl,;ck thst h~t(l previously been set up by same platoon at 

261:552.. The missien 'Was to pr..;,tect the rie,;h+ t', CI!lk of the Battalion and prevent 
armored counterattack from L.i.VE..LLiE~ J \. 

I ..... 

; ; 
" 

25 OCTOBEi( 1944 

The first platoon mcvec1 frum an assem":>ly area in FAl'CUlI..PIE.RltE at 2000. ' 
The platoon left at this tble, du<..: t~ obsel'vation on the por.i.tLms the platoon 
was to take up in the vif..inity of FE.t:.PELMONT. 'rhc m~ ssi::m of the platoon was to 
lrotect this sectcr from c(unter':..tt,tck by tho €':,'lemy from thG vicinity (;f LAVELINE 
or AUMONTZEY. Tho soccnd secticn placed at 262521 with fields of fire covering 
all possible avenue's of approach for thG enemyo One tar.k was placed in the town 
)f HERPEL1WNT to establish CP conunumcations. The fjrst section took position at 
256526 'with'· the S9l1le fields of fire as the second sectbn. By placing sectiOns 
in these positi ..,ris crossfire was esta.blished. No furthor [lction on 25 October. 

The thfrd platorm rUllained '1.t rv·ad block as of 24 October 1944. The platoon 
leader made ~ reconnaiss~cef)r positions to fire on targets 276537, 285541 and 

'295535 however no positions were lo(,ated in the sector desired by the Battalion. 
~he platoon remained at same position as 24 October without action. 

~6 OCTOBER 1944 

,'Both platopns rema.in~d in the srune positi ons as 25 October without action. 

27 OCTOBER 1944 

The first and third pbtc -,ns, fr:.Jm p: sitions occupi.:ed p~eviously (25 Oct­
)ber) at 2000 fired direct hf.l.r'lssing fin at enemy possible positions - 296545, 
291533,275543. No c0unterbattur} fire was recejved•..T40 firing oov,ered a period 
.Jffrom 2000 to 2020, with a· t"t:'lf' 60 Nuncls 'flIJd by first platoon and twenty 
by the' third. ' 

Prior to darkn0ss each tank was la~d in ,~m targets to be fired on" 
t.hu..S no darlger of firing. on friendlye~~ments b~j9~~any targets wer€! ,possible. 
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00. "e" Narrative Cont td. 

As might have occurred from fire by first platoon tiring on 275543, inasmuch as 
friendly eleIll/9nts Vlere on mountain alrng this g~arget line at 283554. 

28 OCTOBER 194:4 

First plat'o'Jn relna.ined in the same position£ in HERPELMONT vicinity - from 
l:ihese podtions the platoon surI:-oltecl by fire, the attack of the 3rd platoon on the 
~own of BIFFONTAINE by fir ihe on targets HILL 709 and HILL at 315562. No reports 
n the effe ct of the' fire wers rel~ci \fcd.. . No cJunter battery fire was received e 

rhe pl.atoon remained withouT. further action thro~ghout the night. _ 

The third platean moved !'I"em the positiIJn occuFied 27 October to join 
~nd Battalion 143 J:~CT in thf.. ·"icinity of 304588. The route followed was through' 
dRtJYERES, BELMOl,jl'; a~cl '11ong the tr'lil up the mountain to above positLn. The 
3ntire movement alor'b t:19 rna] was in an administrative tactical march. Upon 
ru-riving- at the 2nd BattalLn the platnon was to support the Ba.ttalion in an attia~ 
In the route leading to EIF!"'ONTAINE, with the tovm ')f BIFPONT.t~INE being -:he object­
ive. So far as the m~euv~ring of the platoon in this sector is concerned all the 
movement was restrict6d tc trails, due tc dense f('rests~ The platoon gave fire 
support by" firing HE (SUr-,er Quiok) into trees- thus getti-Eg tree bursts. It w~s 
nec.eS8~.ry f;;r ·'the pl:::ttoln to rerr.,:in in thefrf'tlt lines v!ith. assault infantry in· 
Jrf1er to rrevent filing on or· t~· (. bu~' sts' from injuring friendly troops. ~e 
plato0n gc.ve1'ire hnd move!'\ent to infantry until they reached the positiCln 312518 
"'hen darkn"lBS TlrevE-ntcd further al:va.~ce of ph.toon. ThE! platoon the.n remained in 
ci.rcular defen-se 9.t this roint thr':,u§,hout the night. 

'29 OCTOBER 194·1 

The' first platoon reinained in same po.siti Jns as 28 October in the HER­

PELMONT suctor without acti0n. 


The third J?latocn a;;tE.::nrt<.;\~ to sUi=port the 2nd Bf.ti\;E.licn 143 in an attack 
)n HILL' 623 at 315583 but oms un:bh t) f )llow thE. trail' clue to narrowness ,~d 
b'oulders in trail, also unable t~ nianeuver thre-ugh the 'weoded terrain therefore 
~he platoon rem9.ined in positLn :-is of night· .Jf· 28 OctobE.r for day and night with­
c.ut Q.ctiGn.· _ . 

3 0 OCTOBER 1944 
. ' 

'The first platoon remained as 29 Ootober ~thout action. 

,The third platoon, the trail having bElen repaired by engineers 29 
October, moved to a positi)n in the vicinity of 315584 to €;ive' direot fire support 
on strong points at 316584 and 313585. Though the tanks wer-eunable to deploy. and 
maneuver to obt9.in shock actiC'n th6 r1,irec trire of HE int.:, stong points cllminated 
these streng points and all )wbcl the infantry to tf'l.ke thews rositicns as their 
objectives for 30 October. At r1o.rkness thetmks m.)ved to 316583 in a defensive 
)osition against o·)unterattack. No act1<:n resulted ouring the r..a.ght. 

31OCT'OBER 1944 .,. 

The first platoon remained in the positions as 30 October until 1900 at 
which timE. the' secend section mc:ved· from .i:l derensi va· posit10n at 262521 to an 

" ... 
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Co. "e" Narrative Cont'd. • 
alternate positi:m "l.t 263521 t fire :~irect harassinG fire on tarbets at 275543, 

293547, and 277534. The tank 1~dti 'lS wore se1ecte::l during thE:. day ::.:nd the 

range and azimuth were cetermint,rl by use ()f cGmpass. Aiming stakes were set uf 

for accurilte 1ayinf:!; after d<\rhwss. 'rhe fire missiuns Wf,S com;:leted hy 2030 with­
out counter hattery and tanks returned tc their urgina1 F0sitLns for the nL;ht. 

The thirJ r1ato,)n c'-ntinuod the support of the 2nd Battali:m in the 
mountains Ncrth Jf BIFFONTAINE. The tanks were ati 11 restricted to movoment 

a.lon g the tra.ils (lue to the dense forest. However, they were able to movo into 
I'csitLns at 313595, and obtain field of fire through trees tc e18mina.te strcn[i 
~oints at 313603 a.nd 323598 thus a1bwing the infantry to attain COmmanCll.ng .:;r.:un" 
c:urroun:l.ing: the town 0f BIFFONTAlNE. The plato:)n pulled ba.ck to 309583 for nicht 

i thout act! on. 
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20 IJovembor 19hh 

~UBJCCT; Hi.c:;torical Narra.tive for rilOnth of October 1944 

TO Commanding General, ~eventh .,.rmy, APO 758, u. q. J\I"IIIy 

At the beginning of the period the various elements ....rere ~.-c.-c.2.ched as 
follor.rs : 


Company i1Jl.1I to141st Infantry ReginlEmt 

Company UBi! to 14.3rd ~Infantry Regiment 

Comnany "C II to 142nd -Infantry Regiment 

One platoon of Compan;y "DII to 36th Cavalry Recolucc.is'"'ance 

Troop 0 


Ona platoon of Company "Dil to 6.36th.Tank Doc::tr02"cr D.:>.ttalion. 

"Xii Battery (Prov.) to 93r.d J. ..rmored Field b.rtElcr;;r Batt2~ion. 


On 5 October Colonel Felber was oroered by Comnanding Gellerc.l, 36th 
Inf2.l1t.ry Divis ion, to .s.s~ume connland of all element..~ of the Purdy Force, comist­
ing of: 36th Cavalry RecoP..112.ic:;~ance Troop; Conpanics "B,I w.nd IICi; of 636th Tank 
Destroyer B.?tte.lion; Reconnais'='ance Company, 636th T2.nk Destro~rer iJ,:'.ttalion; 
CompanyllBi! of 753rd Tank Battalion; AT Comp~.n:.~ (:::li'3r:1ounted), lhlst Infantry 
RegiLlent; and two pl8.toon~, Compe.ny "2· i , HIth ~1"lg:i_ne3r Batt&lion. 1'lle mic:;c:;ion 
of the "Felber Force" vras to maintain contect b"t-,"3e:l tho 36th :Il1f2.rit.ry Divi~ion 
and the 45th Infantry Divis ion on the left.i to 'lOld,:,'3" ont:)os itions of the force; 
to protect the left flank of tho 36th InLntry Di\ri~ion; to cro2tc tllC :i.lilpres~ion 
by !;:o,ms of aggresc::ive Datrols and h['rrE'cq~L1g firo, th",t tho main cf.tort of the 
dlvif> ion would come from tho vicinity of F.i-:':'"'";; ill1d to be prep2.rcd t.o GE1.rri~on the 
WOo(~'5 at V-228539. Thl3 initial di~po"'itiom &nd area covoredsee ..·.n11o:<: #1, 
Overle.y #1. 

Tho ilFelber Fm."ce" ~ector was di7id3d by the RIV.,ffi VOLOGIC VJ.L1EY, 
about one forth of the sector being on the ~outhe2st ~id8 of the v2.lley. The 
torm .of PR1'Y, our anchor on thes outheas t ~ ide of the river YTD.'3 2.t tho mouth of 
a valley ·that ran perpendicul[~r to the VOLOmJE. The onemy hold tI10 high ground 
(Hill 512) to the northo2.~ t vii th approximately ono comparv of infnn-try s unnortod 
by Gorta.rs. Friondly troops held the high ground to the south anC: southeast. 
The tOTm of F"~~, our anchor for the northern sector 1728 a little bettor situated. 
There 1',;:ere enemy outpo~ts on Hill 479, about 1500 yards northea-;t of -the toym; 
but this ridge line Irc.s almost bare end observation on it from F ...l'S WD.S excellent. 
Tho li'O~T DB Fl.I':i.I:6 oxtendod from F.t.y,:} north to the 45th Divis ion DO'\.t;.1'~'.ry. The 
FORE:L' ~"!a~ thick enough to preclude the movement of al1Y appreciable mmbcr of 
troo~7)s cross ~ountry and the enemy had conveniently blocked all of J.j~lC t.rails 
Yrith f<1llon trees. 

Constant physical contact 'i"M maintained i.,ith the 14lstRC7 011 our right 
as tho unit dispositionc: nere iinr:1ediately adjncunt. Contact 'vrith tIle right 
fle.nl~ of the 45th . Infantry DiviSion vms maintained by scheduled dismounted 
J)Gltrols and.by having n rndio cex vrith tho riGht flank battalion of that division. 

Our' force 'VTaS not 'largo enough,to ,p~-sicall:y- hold all of -::'110 ground 
between the two divis ions. '!'hord'oro the C,olnr.;">.nding Officer decided to main­
tc:.in 'the strongpoints L'.t PR;:.;Y and F_.l"t), theroc:.d block [l.t OR 217542, 2nd to es­
tablish listening posts <1t .the tr[.'.il junctions in tho FO~T DE li'••IT:8. Tho 
pur:-'oso of thG~o li~tGning pOfit~ V[C.ol to report c.ny uncmy activity in the fore~t. 
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lli..s-corical Nc.rrativ8 for October(cont' d) 

Th0 36th C<!valry Roconn8.i!':~ancc Troop at F.t.l"" "\':(".5 ordGrcc~ 'co sond out 
at :.eo..~t throe: pntrols a night to the c['..st and northeast, ono of the ~.J.trols to 
hc.V0 :1 lilission of capturing e. prisonc:r. Tho troop was also orc~.o,-'cc: 'GO institute 
stron:; cO'PDterpatrol measures vrith emphasis on booby traps O11d mino fields covered 
by lTI("C hino .gun firo. 

Company IIBII, 753rd 'I'c?nk BattCllion, was ord8red to lu>,VC tno roving tank..~ 
opc1'2.tc in the c..I'e.J. betrroon LEP.tJm~ and FAY, with a mission of firing on nny 
knmi"11 or suspected on0my installations. The tanks in indirect firi.i.1C ')ositions in 
the vicinit:" of D3YCI1iONr wore givGn tho s2J!lGmis'~ion as vlere two L:-IO' Tank' 
D(!t;'tnycrs in rJos ition at V223533. .tJ.l of this firing 1/'a8 dono on 0. t:iI:G and ammu­
nitio:l oxponditure schedule furnished by the . Force Hcadqu.:trtors •. _ . 

On 6 October, Comp2.ny aB" and Roconmis"lCl.nce CompClny (less 0:10 platoon) 
of tho 636th T['..nk J).::stroyer BClttalion Vlerc' rcloa"lodto their !x'.ront ,mit by ardor 
of "ColiO Cor::r:l:C.nd;ing IJ::;n:.;ral, 36th Infantry Division. This Tank DestrCi~-or COriF)2rry ; 
IT[~S in indirc;ct fire pos itions in tho vicinity of D3YCTI"lONT and their "rinciple 
i"lis~ions YTOre hD.rrc.s~ing ·fires for 36th DiVision o""l.rtillory, so th~'.i 'c>'(~ir 1009 did 
not g1', C'tly nffeot thv Felber Force .. n·lO platoons of the Rcco:tU1C'.iss2.l1Ce CompaITt,( 
";c:iro in dismounted dcfcn'"1ivc poc;itions in tho vicinity of PMY onc~. ~i.ncc; 1110 ";rore 
los inC; ono of the-c pldoons, Colonel Folbcr ctskcid th:::t we bo 2.S'"1 jG~::ccl an infantry 
COlilpO.ny. This conpany t'Tould '00 U'~od to repl<lco ono of the RCCOl1l"!(,j.sc2.l1Ce pl,::~toons 
und to s trcngthon our PO'" i tions bGtv!l)un f7L;-; C"'.nd tho loft flank of -c.h.:; 141s t ;.T 
Comp",:-ry prior to c.lnylight on tho 7th. 

During thc;morning of the 7th tyro plL~toons of CO::l]:)2.1~' .iC:i -.'0:"'0 rolo2.Red 
from tho l43rd InfnntFj" Rogimc:nt end rojoined th,.) Bc~ttc:J.ion :'2 101'):;:;.' ~'orco res­
orve. In thc Clfternoon one plc~toon of tho .i·:.T Co,.~"):,rrJ, lh2nd InfC'ntry TTo.s attached 
to tho Forco and '.·.'ore plL..cc:d ~o ::".8 to "ltrcngthe!1 the roed block on tho LEP;,.NGE'3­
L..V•.L road. 

Tho situ2.tion remninod ossonti[111y tho ":C..10 from tho eighth through tho 
tnnth. Our patrols roported 1'Tol1 dug in (;n;.;i.1;/ in tr.c ;-roors ["l.t V228539 and V225545. 
Our po.trols and those of tho llil-::t Inf,.lct:tj' r,~"')o~'L~l tE1ct tho 1'roocJ.::; viciirlty of 
V236536 1'rero "ltrongly .hold by tho oncrw. Fro;, t:lv P; :"'0ports our efforts in the 
F.l.l"3 o.roa ho.d met vrith SO;.10 ~uCCO? ~.: the outpu"ts on Hill 479 hc.d 1.1OC:1 reinforcod 
by o. bo.ttnlion of 150-200 men. Tbe: 'cnony contim.K;d to shoH tho to~m of PREY 
l'lith het.vy mortnrR and msdiun .::.rtilloy .:::nd to hc:.rnass our outposts t:lOro riith 
snipe!' f ir0. ~ evor.:11 of th8 engineors noro kil10d and/or roundod irlcluding two of 
t:10 'lost scctiorclu2.dorf' in tho comy>~rrJ. 

The Fovce Coullk.'1ndor o.nd· tho Gpmmanding Officor 141st Inf2.ITGl:' Rog:i.ment 
cOLpl,:;t..,o. plc-.m for tho Folber Forco to mop up and garrison tho 1"[00(15 at V~28539 
Uiill 512) ns soon as they vrore' clGarod hy tho Ihlo;;t Inf"'l1tr:r. - '1'1,::''"'0 '.:occls ':Tcrc 
ropo:ctod cloo.r except for a few snipers and anti-~ersonncl mncs Cot 1520 on Oct­
ober 11th..nt 1530 Cor.rpnny "H", 36th Enginour (C) Rogmcut YI<2S orc~crc\.· to move 
into tho VToods in accor<i.'1nco with ~rcviou.C) in~tructionc;. 

Tho .woods runs o.long tho top of <'. sh.:::rp ridgo nnd is o.PIJro::in:·.toly 700 
yards long and 150 to 350 :tards 1".rido. Thc:fo <".r'; throe :tr2.ils runnin::; north over 
tho ridgo that go through tho wOC'QS 2.nd C,;vor['.l inkrior tr2.ils toconmct the 
N-~ trails; nono of th8sc int-.;riQr tro.ils go th,; L:ngth of thl; "oor:;,. The plan 
was to hnve ono scction of r.1cdiu,., k.nl-::s ,'iith n s qu.:.~d of -.;ngino(;rs :-.t·~:~chod for 
groTh"'1d s ocurity to novo to thL. ;'r(;~ tern tilJ of tho. woods to pr-.-:v,.:-n-c :'. count0rC'.tto.ck 
frou the noods ,:l.t V22554S; for t110 conp,ny, loss o,ne "lJl0,toon, tc ::ove through 
tho short 2.xis of the.. "'oods in tTlO colur.:n..s 2I1d to outpost th.:; nor;~:lcr:l odge of 
tho HOOdS.. • 
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• • Unit Historical Report for Octobc;r (conted) 

The tnn1m mld atkched engineers roached thoir objective i'iit:lOut 
difficulty. One platoon (12 Eli end 1 Off) entured the y,oods at V232337 •.•~bout 
50 yo.rds inside the vroods they ro.n into hGClvy small D.rms and .l.~1 fu"e, nerc driven 
out, nnd set up n strong point 'in n house at V233534. The other p1o.toon (25 EM 
ond 1 Officer) entered the woods at V2.3l536. They also met heavy m.loll E-rms nnd 
....JI fire end were un.'1ble to ndvmce, hoyrcvorth<y dug in in too vicinity of 229537'. 
Duril'lg the night this platoon inf'Utrntod to the wel'ltcrn tip of the Trood~. The 
infilt1'o.tion procoss wns one of those things that Ujust hnppenil • .;ven the plat­
oon lender wa~ unn'l'mre of the the process untu he nmde an impaction to find the 
mis)ing men, so by dnylight the entire plat-oon (-4 dead) wore at the -:ro~torn tip. 

Both of the group~ continued to draw. fire during tho morn~1g of the 12th. 
The j}'orco Comm...-..nder decided thnt due to their- physical, their illent.::l- condition, the 
ongii.loer~ nould :'1ot bG :'b1e to clec.r tho woods Trithout inf['.ntry .::r, s j::; knce; thoro­
fore, during the c.fternoon both plLltoons i1ere ordered to discng.::&;o ~.11(1 assemblo 
in tho vicinity of V235535. They disengaged by 1500 2nd were cll c...'3'"onb1ed by . 
1700. .- . 

The Comnanding Officer of the 36th Engineer (C) Regiment viGisted the 
CP on the afternoon of the 12th ~d Colonel Fo1ber rocommended thc..t Comparv uH" 
be roplc.cod with a fresh comp<'.ny. CompL1IW "I", 36th ~ngineer (C) J.ccill1ont :re­
lieved Company "HII prior to d.::ty:!..ig!1t on tho 13th. r·,iO ")ldoons of "chis compaI'\V 
nttc.cked the woods c.t 0705Jl. <'.ftor 0.. 4.2 2.l0rt~r .::lld ~ rtil1ery propc.r['.t.ion. This 
tinlo the attnck jumpod off fron Rond- Junction 23L537 c.nd l:1oVQd clonG the :long 
axis of the ridgo. The objoctivo -;[['$ c1o:-.rod of tho on8IllY by 1000.... 2.nclvm,s. 
thoroughly organized for dofQnse ~J 1300 • 

.~ . From the eighth tiu'ough ·th0 thir:.eonth tho 36th Cavalry UccOnIl.;'liSRanCC 
Troops fired approximato1y 400 ruunds of 8l1:U,1 ·,.:oru'X,principaJJ.y r..t Hill 479 
and the woods .:'.t V225545. q 0vornl nrtillery b2.ttolions established OP's in the 
vicinity ofF.d.Yl and .any profito..ble tal!got.~ picked up by the troop 1[01'0 fired on 
by those opts. The troop continued to improv,J their positions. TIleiI' booby 
trc.ps were suppL.:I!1onted by trip-flareS., those coup10d vrith irrogUlirJ.y firod 6bmm 
fl~ bOTlbs made enel:ry pntrolling8lrJost nil,During this time it Tf['.s not al"rays _ 
pos~ible to use the roving t~'.nkc; for direct hnrras~ingfiro due to !l0or visibility, ,I 

but tho firo of tho tc..nk~ frou n:::YCD.lmTT wc.s continuod. 

L['te in the aftornoon Compurv "Crt, 6)6th Tank Destroyer D['.tt['.lion and 
COIap<."'.ITJ ilB", 753rd Tank Battalion YiCrO relieved froo the Felber Forco nnd 
ntkchud to the 442no. RCT. ~7ith the ~lOods V228539 socuro the loss of tho Tnnk 
Dos "I;,l'0Y0rS·, w~s not i:ierioUs. Colonel Felber requested tlw.t the knl=s'~bo allowod 
to rOl;K1.in in positi,)n o..nd fire for tho Felber Force until such tino C.s it Tras 
nbsolutc.:1y nocGSsaF.f thnt they 11l0Vc to tho 442nd Infnntry R.::lgimont .:'.1"0<.'1. This 
request 1'lo..s grc.ntod. 

On the 14th the 36th RecoIllUl.issnricc. Troop .passed to tho control of the 
442nc.l ReT at 19(X)", and the Felber Force vms relibvcd of the re:spop..sil)ility of 
mint.:'.ining conto..ct yriththe 45th Inf'nnt~ Divi~~Ori. 

"i.t o800.i. on 15 Octobor olcE_onts of.th,.'36th Divi~ion atk.cmc;d through 
the Felber Force and the force ruv~rtod to 36th Ji7i~ion P..oscrvo. .J..lelelOOnts 
of the Force except Conpany iiI" 36th 3ngir.oor :Jld ono pl:'.toon, Reconru:issnnce 
Comix'.ny,636th ~nnk Destroyer Eett.::~ljo:h r,,,;vu:cted to control of their rx~ront unitq. 
These tyro clements o.s~Qmb1ud in thci.:1cinity of LEP..~rrG:1!B. For the 15th Octobar 
atto..clc by the 36th Division;, COIilpmlJ' Ir .. ~11 -.1'::9 atto..ched to the 14lst nCT, COlnpnrv
''13'' to the 442nd RCT, Compnny "C"tothe 143rd RCT, and "XII Bnttery to the 9)rd 
"u-mored Field ~.rtillery. Conpany ilD II was under BnttnliQn 4contro1 in o..n a.~ sombly 
nI'on in the vicinity of LE ROULIER. ("ee ..~nnex #1 - OI 141 00). 
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Historical Nc.rrL'.tivc: for Octobe:r (cant I d) 

Conpnny "I", 36th Enginv,_r Rc:gim<Jnt reyerted to control of' ',iJk, 30th 

.£ngil1c-..::r Regiment on tho l7t!'!, cnd the Fclbur Forco vms dis:::olvud. . 


The Felber Force ,\,fCS rcconstitut-..::d and L'.tt".ch\'~d to tho 44211cl neT on 
19 Octobor nt 1900J~. Tho Force to consi"lt of 753rd Tank Battc.licm (_d... ii, IICIf; 
o.nd ;iDOI COI:lpnniOS); Corupany 110 11 (-1 plc.toon), 636th Tnnk Destroyor D.:':~to.lion; 
36t11, Co..vo.lry Roconmissunce Troop; ono platoon, lllth Engineor (C ~ RC'.t·:·,<."'.lion; 
c.net ol1e pL.ltoon (25EH and 1 Officer), Company 1I,rl,1I, 100th Infantry X:;.:-:t:.Gciion. Tho 
t1is~ion of tho forco vms to attc.ck cmd ca~)ture BF.LHONT, recormoit;.;r t:10 v~lloy to 
include V£RVSZELLE o.nd DOl!lF....ING, block to the north und northn0st, !lrot0ct tho 
l1(,rt:: flrnk of the Division o.nd to r.m.intain contnct with the 442nc.1. r:.CT on tho right 
::nd 'cho 45th Infantry Division on the left. (C;ee .!l.Ilnex # 2). 

Tho Folbor Force c.ssembled in BRUYER.'rn prior to dc.ylight· 011 '(",ho 20th c.nd 
prclX'.l'Jd to fulfill its raissian'S in accordunce with Opor.:'.tions Inst:,,'uctiGn, do.tod 
192000 October 19h2, uttach..:;d hereto as ....nnox # 

Tho vo.ll",'Y in ...·rhich BELllOl-IT and V,ERVEZl1:LLE arc Pitunt",d is roughly bowl 
shc.pud. To the southoc.st r.nd northunst it is bounded by the St00j! riLle;-..::s of the 
FOEL:'!' DOMIN..tE. On the northrost it is bounded by tho oqunlly stOO;? li'ORET DE 
F.tJTE. The southwest. side docs not cor.:plL!te thG bGy!l b8Ct.USO it is, :10t closod by a 
ridGe.i h01V'cv()r, this opening is donino.t0d bv t':rG "".l;~.or.t 0c:.u.:'~ly slx.cod hills about 
590 not,or'S high. The bO'wl is aoproxin<:!.toly 400c n..:.t:::r"1 lerig o.nd 2000 l:1otors "ride. 
It is generally open 8xcopt for s[:1['.ll SC2.tt..)r~~:d ;';o0de;d ~T ':'.8. The groill1d formation 
itsolf is rolling- to hilly. It hn"1 bOGn u;\.t~~~"1iv:.::ly c~D_t,::'-J'c.t.)d nne:. tilO ro.in of the 
Po.st foW' weeks ht.s wldo cross country op.;r'.tion :-11 C:.~t ir·)o~Gi1.:..'lo :La:..' tnIllrn. 

Tho road loading to VEi(.V~ ....ELLEfrol.l :EB.T: ...:;n.,~) is a good courr'~ry road 
passable for c.rnor. The roC'.d·lo2.cling to 3ELj .OlIT fran BRUYER3}) is o. Good lilotallic 
roc.cl suitnble for cl.l typos of tr2..n~portc,tion. .. r2.ilro."·.d }1D.r:r:llcls the enstern 
side of this rOD.d for approxino.tcly i1 thom :'.~ld ~·2.rd'3. The rnill1o.y o';cr~ass ~QSses 
tho l'oo.d in vicinity V274583 and is roughlYcI5 foot in hui~ht. FreD ~his point 
to tho southvTest tho rnilvray onb::nkr.-..::nt ~lo')e;s d0l7nw.:crd. In vicinity of V271577 tho 
ombC'nkucnt is npproxinntely ono .:,nd [1, h2.1f f.:;·:;t above.;: rond lovol ;-nc1 suite.bl.:.: for 
nn- 2.1--iilOrcd crossing. Beyond·thl."1 ,oint to tho southwest and "1outh the railrond 
Pc.ssos through a cut of such dir:lCnc;ions .:',8 to L12.ke it an arnored obst2.cle. The 
ovorp2.ss at 262566 hC'.s boJen blol'm. Tho ovorpnss nt 274583 is still intact but it 
is not known if it is propnrl..:d for demolition • 

...R fc.r o.s co.n bo doterDined, the wooded nre<:B are thicl:ly 'Jc~;ul;,.tod "7ith 
big t.::ous r,laking it urnuitnble for t-.."nk nction. 

Tho situation as it existod prior to daylight on tho 20th ~·r;,.,? roughly ag 
follous: 

£lOlilonts of RCT 442 hc.d t2.ken and clonrod tho trro hill' l'.U'.S ~ os llO.st of 
BRU';"':;Z'iiS in grid square 25':"57. .,~. battnlion of tho 442nd RCT TT2.8 11ol.d up in o<'.Rtern 
nnd southorn 0dO'e of woods south of tho BEL;i01JT rond,) nnd north of t:10 r~ilroad 
bend c.t 2~5C6by onol:1Y troo)JR ()~9t c.nd south of tho r.::.ilro.:-.d. T:10 :lill l'JC.~S VlOst 
of VF.R1lEZELLE in grid ~qur.ro ~5-58 YTO.C:: hold by th0 ul':.err.f. 

Informtion gninod froll tho infc.ntry cm1. p.:".troJ.~ of 36th l1uconnaissnnce 
Troe;? diflclosod that tho BBL;..o~I.r ro:'.d .:cnd tho fiel:l. c.,lj:"',cont to it :LrOLl Rond 

Junction nt 255569 .~o 257570 wc.~ hO:'.vily t:inod 17ith rc.np ;~1ini..lS; thC'.t tho BELHONl' 
roo.d frotl tho hc..irpin turn .:::.t 263.573 to 266574 vraR ninud -;lith rc.np ninUR o.nd thD.t 
tho troue nlong this Rtrotch hO.d b00n pror.>[~r(;d i'rith dOLlolitionS for i\)lling. No 
infol:'l:lotion vms aVGilcblo on i 'iE:i(iBwLfl roed dncu it '"'' r controlled by 
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• •Histerical Narrative fer ~teber (cent'd) 

the Germans. 

Because .Of the abeve infonnatien ·the en~~ineers were directed te begin 
clearing the BELMONT read at dayli~ht. It "'faS est:i.me.ted that this Yferk weuld be 
con~leted prier to. 0900. ~ 

Earlier in the evening message wus received frem CommandinG Officer 442nd 
R~T that a~tack.v{as po~tpened te 1130; that one battalien, 442nd1[Cl' weuld attack 
hill. m~1'ls III grJ.d square 25-58 at 0800~; and that the attack .Of Tr.sk- Force Felber 
weuld Jump off ~fter ·the battalion ·in eastern edge ef.weeds in 'grid square 2~5.7 
crossed tho BEL.bONT road. This nocel!l1tatod a change in .our OI. 'The attackin rr 

forco .Of tho Felber Task Ferce was d1rected to wuit in BRUY'.ci:RES until 113o.ti and then 
o-:.::[in its l:leVOr.lOnt en BELMONT. The r.econnaissance Plateen with a scction .Of tanks 
::ttt::..ched whtch was to proceed te VERVEzELLE, was directed te VTol),t in BRUXE~ 
until .Ordered to meve. Its movement was dopendent upen the s-qccess .Of· the attack 
en tile hill rnasC'l "'[oot .Of VERVE;:;fi!T.LE. The Mobile reserve vms diroctbc:~ te fell .Ow 
tho r:ttacking celumn by b.Ounds. 

~tt daylight tho onGineer platoon began its VT.Ork .Of clearitie ·tho DELI-iON!' 
relJ.d .Of minos. i:l patr.Ol .Of tho 36th Rocennaissunco pr(')cooded en its nission of 
recenneitering the BBLHONT road from the hnirpin turn te the northeo.st. Elements 
of tho 143rd RCT bOGan par;sing throuth BRUYERES to teJcn up their pesition seuth­
eo.st of BRUYERfiR. 

By 10OO,n, tho cloarini~ .Of ninol":enst of t.h,) road junction' C'.t 255569 was 
almost cempletod. The cnGineor~ hadbo(;;n hClDperod by GOI'l.:.:'n snipor firo c.Oming 
from tho woc::ls vicinity 256573, sripl10sedly cluarud uy Ol')"l('nt~ of tho L.42nd RCT. 
EnCLlY artillery fire alse contribut0d te the d,olay. One f:h011 id.t [~n oxposed 
rnmp mine dutenating it c.hd sove!'t'.l others and resuJ.t;cl in the less of a complete 
ongineer squad. 

Tho patrol' sent .cut ,at dnyl;ight VfO.""i, en i tR ruturn to BIUrrBilliS,_ fired on 
by Gerl:lU11 snipers in tll.o samo' vicinity pr0vi0118ly rcporto,l by the ongineers. 
EngC'.c;ed in a stlDJ.l fire fir,ht without rc~ult.o The patrol reportec1 it was net 
able to pM"! beyond 267573. It h'-.8. roc0ivud ~l.1o.11 ~rm fi.re fren the wodds to the 
right nnel 18ft of the re<:~c1. 

Enemy shelling now b,)cano ,nore frequ0rit clonG" tho BEUK>NT read, in 
BRuY~PJ1}), and in tho sector occupieJ by eleIDontf: of the Ih3rd RCT. . 

By llOO tho en&i.ncers cor.1pletod cleIllining the rO:lu strip. Thoy were un­
o.hle to prece,)u up the DELLlONT rond because of the sniper fi:i·o. They ylithdrow to 
trie onstorn edGo of BRtfi.'ERTIB. Yilien first reported, th,is infomo.tion hOod been re­
layed te tho 442nd RoT, which in turn had dir.ected its.,~arost elcuonts to clenn 
it u:~). .. -. . I. • 

By this tine tho bnttalion attacking the hUl mU~s .Of VERVi:ZELLE, had 
gamol.l the hill und WO$ still r.1edting stubborn rosifltance. . 

Jt.t l130~~ tho attnckint:! ferce of T,-~sk Fo,rco FQlbor procooc~ec1 on its 
mission. ·....s the leaelin,., dloL1o~t8 elr~a;r{;:d t:tJ.o ro~·.d junctien'ctt:255"")69, it recc;J.ived 
ari- oncI:w artillery conc~nlirc~tion ldil;'iJ1G 2 >EH anl -wouriclitlg 3· others. Sniper .fire 
-.as also received fror.l the $X10 11(;i~t·'''T!rovicu.:ly: roportpa.. ':' COO .of .the tanks ... 
follovring the loadinG infantry 01(;~:101lt: hnd$k':i.ddod uff tho road and throvm its 
trOoclc. 

Tho itlfantr-J cor:rr.:<l.rld,}I' roori;anizcd his loaJing olo:r.1.l.mts·.'3 ince the 
sniper fire hadrl't boen cld8r•.)Cl up nnd in order to by-pass tho artillery fire, 
he withdrew his elomonts to tho CGIJotory. From that point he circled the noseo£.ithe 
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HLstoricnl N~rr~tive for Octobor (cont'd) 

riclge nnd ontorod the wouthv;8~torn tip of the woods Clnd proccode( on ;1is lJ.i~s ion. 
He: dir",cted his Clrmor to vr~it in its presont locc.tion untU cc.llcc~ for, nherc it 
wc1.'.lc1 ~)roceod up th0 BELl;lONT roc.d c.nd rojcin tho colur.m Clt tho h6.±rnin turn. 

"'hortly thore~fter the infnntry cle~nod up the sniper ~itu.ution.· rje, h.:td killed 
throe Gernu:ms, co,turcd two dinrrhoc. guns.:tnd 0.. mohin0 gun. Its f1.1r·Gher progress 
thrcugh the woods wns without incident • 

.:.t 1330 l!les~ago ';;'ms' received frol1l the COll1IllClnding Off1.cor L~~;.2nc.1 R.CT th2t 
the 0n0ny infr.ntry 2nd tC'.nks 1,"01'8 forming for countor~tt~ck south of Jl~LHONT-­
size unl~nown. .>1so Clt this time vrord W2S roceivcd th~t the inf2.nt.:....y of Tc."1k 
F0l'C", F",lb",r hc.d ro~ch0d tho lll!irpin turn and des irod tho c.ruor t~ join it. 
Orc'.wrS-: ""01'G issued for th0 supporting f'.rnor to proco",d irJB0dic.tcl~" U~) tho BZL­
~.0l!T rO.:'.d. Infornntion of tho Gortlc.n countoratt",ck forming up TT2.S rulc.yod to 
theLl. . 

Ey this time inforI:Ul.tion Tras r0ceivGd froLl tho '1-3 4L.2nc~ ~i.C'i' th:ct thG 
hill r.:~'.ss wo-:;t of Vi~RV"EZ~LLE vms taken. ardors Viore thonis"luecl- to the Rcconn­

0.i8,,0,nco Platoon Leader, nssigmd tho nission of proc('eding to V,~:1V.c;::.lELLE, to 
r,leVO out. 

By 1400 tho s·upT1ort~rtClrmcr h..'"'.d joined tho infantry c.t the 112ir:oin turn. 

Its :.)rogross 1"ms haltod beco.u"1c tho engin..::ers ':JOre thon engc.god in c10o.ning tho 

roc.d of r.:mp m..nos • 


...II plntocn 10:,.:1ers of the C".tt~~cl:~,ng fc'c0 except tho J.ccOl"mo.ls"Innce 

plc.toon londor prcceeded on 2 feot rec"nn,,-i~~C:~I:cc fc·r rcutos off ':'110 road-

e. pC.SS<lgc thru th.:; v!(,ods ",round th~ mille fj,old .:.'.nd fer 8u:i.t;::blo i'il'inc; positions 

to ~)roak up th0 count0rc.ttc,clc.· ".J1llo Gh,]so officcrrl :!~;r,-, gone ~;he.; c':ck.cking 

forco VTC.S ~gain subjected to sniper firo comng froLl vicinity ?61574. The 

Rcconnnissc.nco Fl2.toan lc::'..der then in cOimac"nd orderud trw of hiss cy.c.cls to clean 

it U~). 


Th0 officers on reconn.ai~sanco Vioru un'l.blo to find c.ny tro.ils' or routos 
tllI'u tho woods for armor to by-p2.ss tho mined rond and continuo on i'GS mis s ien. 
Fl"on cJrtnin vnntc.gc points thll torrdn could bo observed to B~L1~Olfl'. No visiblo 
0vic'.oncoscould be soun of a countorc.tt.:'.cl:. Elements of tho 2nd :J~tco.lion, 442nd 
ReT nol'O conk.cted and foun:l to '00 in I"Jositicn <llong tho nOTthuC2"it. o.nel o<lstcrn 
ods·Q of the vroods south of tho lmirpin turn. Thoso troops reporto(~ lloCl.ring Gor­
1.1o.n tc.n1cs moving ;~rouncl on the.; other sich) of th0 ,-roods in vicinity 266574. 
Eleubnt", of tho 3rd B2ttalion, 442ncl RCT hD.d .:'.1"10 boon cont2ct,£ in '.[oolls north-
0C'.3·C of tho hO.ir,..,in turn nt 263574. Informntion receivod from then indictud th...'1t 
soi:1e Gorm.:'.ns :'.nd a y.Bchine gun VTllro in tho ilOod'3 vicinity 265574. noconmi~sance 
2113 0 c~is clos od th~,t the aIT!l.or 001ted in its pros ont position VTC.S rO:'.cf bound becau" e 
of tho thick ~'.'OO;:~8 on its right and a shc.".I'P drop off of tcrrr.in on its left. 

~inco tho c.rmor vms forced to "mit on tho ongincor"l untU t~'.ey cor.tplctocl 
dei'lining tho roC'.d, the infClntry eOIIlI!1D.nclor decided to c.tk~ck <lnc1 cl02.r out the 
trooes vicinity 26S5?4. It is to be noted th[':t the: origin21 stronGth of this 
. imC'.ntry plo.toon whon it joined tho T.:'.sk Forco con'siS.tcd of one officor C'.nd 
25 ~l. Tho shelling roceived in tho nornin~ l-::l rucluCo.-:1 hiLl to 20 :8II. Thi.~ 
<ltkck WClS succ-.;si':ful. Litt10 oppc~ition '\.·~.c;mc.':J1mt.:;r-..:u and U:c :;1:10.11 p.:ctch of 
vTOe;C.s vms cluc.rl.d wi~hout suffcrj_rl<: [I. CCl.8Ur.U,y, 

. " 

In tho m"::Cl.ntinu rdi,-~bl" L~:f'c,i'n6.t.5..on h~.d been roceived t:'.t Forco CP fron 

several sourcos that Gurr.1C'.n kn]~s r(1)Grt.Jd forl.ling for ccuntorc.t·Gt:'.cl~ 1101'0 aotu­

D.lly;-noving NW frol:l BEL: ~O::IT. 1'hi."i '.'.<is rolt:'.yud to tho Info..ntry cOl:u~0.i1c.ler. Tho 

two squad.'3 sent out to r.1pp un til..:: snipors r,Jturned nfter an unsuccossful search 

for tho snipors • 

6 ­
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IIi."'-~orical Nt.'lxrD.tive for October (cent' d) 

Uhlie the infD_ntry vrr.s D.tt2cking tho Yrood~ in vicinity 266S7h, the 
~till(;ry FO hnel founU. Do vantC".go point in vicinity of 264571, thr.t 2.fforded hin 
p ~ticl.:"~ obserV'c.tion over th0 1'TOuds to the nerth tp'-fC'Xd. OOliF.i.lNG ,11cl perfect 
'Ob80rVc.tion tOYfnrd BELlim~. r'ihile observing t01tm.rd OOllF.ii.ING the FO thought he 
spettod sor.wthing camouflnged in edge of vrood~ vicinity of 566578. lIe reportod 
this to the armor,xl pIn toon lander. .n.ttenpts wore r~r..d0 to got c. TD in posit'ion 
te fire, but b0cc.ucc:e of tho woods and tho torrc:'.in, it YiUS ir.J.poss j))lo to get nJV 
r.ri'10r in position to tc.ke this sU!'E)ect0d tnrgot, belioyoc~ to be a to_nk, under 
fire. '_Be then hD.d hi~ battory firo. on the target. Tl;1i~ fire uisloclGocl the 
cC.l:1ClU'lc'.g..:; dis clos ing c:'. Gcruc.n tnnk and nnot.her ono bohind it. Both Trithdrow 
to '0he north ~d 17..:;re lO!"lt under cover of the '-froods 0_ ­

The Roconnc.issc.nce Platoon orderocl to· proco0d to VERVZL.ZL1~ lmd,rrhen 
it l'ec.ch0u tho vicinity of 253579, CODe under D. heQV'.{ conc.::mtrntion of artillory 
firo forcing it to Y.-ithdrr_i1 to the woods in vicinity 252574. It tl10n dhu:1olapt0d 
rn~~ ~)roc0..:;cl0d on for)t to cr.rry out its mis~ion. -.nlen it ro['chud tho smJ.e vicin­
ity of 253579, it ['.gnin r(.;coivod nttillory firo forcing· it to Yrith(J.~r.'''. On its 
rrithc.:r['vml it vms' firod en by ~ni?UrC\ fror.;t the draw in vicinity of 255576. 
Upon roaching the 'l'Toojg tho plL'-toon lender orgl1nizcd (}. combat pc.trol to clean 
up these sni;J9rs .. Pioceooin:t-· in an oc.!"!torly ~irecti')n thr';l.'the 1Vo~(1.s tQt.out~lc.nk 
the drCJ'l, he encountered eLmonts of tho' 442nd RO'r; 'whom Jon turn lnformod hm 
th.:-:::' Jerry WC,5 still holding the.; ric.:ge ncirthoc.st C'f the clrnw; Th.::t they had 
sui'f\:-rod quito n f-.;w cnsu2.lti0s nnd l1[',d ns yot boon unab10 to cle.::n it up. Tho 
RecoImnis~ancc Plntoon 1...3['::1er thon r0turnOlf an'l inforned the tnrJc cOl:n:1nndor 'Of 
the sit1IDtion. The tD_nk conuc_n(~or :oovod _his t.::nk along tho oJgo of '~ho woods 
until stopped by D.n .:>..ccid-.;nt of torrain. Tho to-nk cor:rr...ancl3l' TIC..,:; l~n.",-i)le to fire 
be;cnus e of the c1.".neer of hitting our o...m troops in tho vi ::::init.;;r ~~n(: thorofore 
returned. 

-lhen tho info:cr.a tion of the tuo Gornc..n tnnk~ spotted by the 70 T:as re­
l~r-:;d to tho Task Force CP ord..:n'S. Foro i"lsuod to thos0ction 1-.;2_(~el' of the tanks 
y:ith tho RocQnru:is~ru'lce .Plc.tocn tc pU"lh forrrnrd to tho edgo of- the yrooclc; in 
vi.9inity of 256581 .:>..nd ongC':go tho cncI:\Y Qrucr. e~ll' tl1r;o -t[~nk~ moved_ o~t ~ 
prol;lptly whon tho l02d t--1.nk r:;:~chec1 point c..t 255580,' it hit c. rnr.tp nino and was 
dis.::blcd in tho :oiddlo of the ro'nd.. Tho sr.lOko from this explos ion 1'1<:'.s spotted 
by Gcr~n observers QJlC~ irc.:]cdintoly rosuJ:tecl in r;p and artillery fll~O being' 
fired at th;:; disc.blei wnk. ' 

Tho socond tank tried to work around the 01.'3 e.b10d tc_nk but ;)ogged dovm 
in tho soft fiuld off the right of tho road. It md n gr;:;nt denl :;f difficulty 
in GJ~·cric['.ting itsulf but fimlly managed to regain the road. Not- bcing ablo to 
go t.round tho discbled t,Qnk to tho left, both . tanks vrithclroYr to their former 
pCriiticn. Ronort 17[1.A rendered to Force CP of tho 101'lS of the tnnlc. The 
Roconmiss nnce Plntoon 1.:)['.d(j1" Vl<'-~ then dir0ctod to rcconnoit.or 0. rOlite for the 
c.I'l.lur around tho north edge of tho YlO'cic; :t.n grid 1'lqu:,.re 25-57 for c. suitable 
rout.;:; to Vi:RV.l£r..;F.r.u: andutlion prcceed on his r.lis~ion. 

By 1745 tho ongin(;0rs he.d conplbted dCj-Jining tho BZL..iONT r02.cl. nnd 
rOlJort renderod to Forcu CP. Sinco it l+~-~ J,X)gun t·o· got, dL'.l'1<.~6 9.~;~['~9king 
force 'was dir.:;ctocl to hold. j.ts Dr:;~unt T)csftion for:, tp,o nie¥.lt yritH"'b::coption 
of ·tho Engin(;er plc.t00n I'rhioh ".'~'.R tc rotur:1 to BRUY:J;L~ because ·it· 1'1:::'I.~" being 
rol:Lovod by c.nothur plD.toon freD the snno crgnnizutiGn. Thi~ order '·io.S nisin­
to'i~potod;md rosultod'~:n tho-onti,r0att~~ckih~'fbrca'Toturn:i.,ng to D~nrr.J:Rm. This 
"re.s rectified :iJ.Jljlodi,1.-~blJ· ~.. 'l'hu infcRt.:t;'y, ,and. p.rc,c;r· rcturn9d to tho ~cinity of 
tho h~.irpin turn ~1d QutpO"l tc!d tho aroa' for the n1ght~. ' . 

.~'.. I ... ; 
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Historical Narrative for October (conttd) 

By this time the Reconnaissance Platoon leader senrching for another 
route to VERVEZEELE.., reported ho had been unsuccessful. Based on a coming . 
chc.nge of plan from division, he was d:iroctod to assonble for tho night in 
vicinity of 252574. 

Infornntion received fron q-3 442nd ROT disclosed that lc.to in the 
afternoon, the 100th Battalion of the 442nd ROT, then occupying tho hill'nass 
to the west of VERVEZEELE, had 80nt two companios te clean up the sni~)ors on 
the ridge north of woods in grid square 25-57. He also disclosed that the 7th 
Infantry VIM taking over the hill rnnss in grid ~quare 2.5-58during 'the night and 
attc.cking toward DOl'iFAING at daylight on tho 21st. lli.ssion for Tc.sk Force Felber 
ramined th0 s rune. 

Plans for the continuation of the attc.ck on BELMONT were cb.~:;wn up, a 
copy of which is appended as .tlnnox #3. _ 

"lot 2230 Major Johmton l the Batt~ion Executivo Officer, TTO.sorderod to 
assUIlO cor~.ltlnd of the group attack~ng 13ELUONl' nnd to carry out the r.lission in 
accordanco 'with Operations IU"ltructions thi.~ HeadqUs..~rters, dnted 231800 October. 
l.bjor Johnqton left the OP ir:u:lediatoly for the hairpin turn at 263573 in order 
to contact the officors of tho olenonts alrLady thel."e. These officers inforned 
hir.l that they could still hear at least one of tho eneny tanks running its Dotor;' 
oxc.ct location undoterniriGd, but sonoYfhero north of tho hairpin turn•.. ~l. bn7.ooka 
pntrol was ordered to go out and loco.te tho tank and dostroy it if possible. This 
~~rol left about 2330 and roturnld sonG two hours later Qnd reported thQt they. 
were unable to locate ·the tank. qinc,J the Ilotar noise ce<:~soc.l about. 0100, it :Is 
assuu.ed that the tank l.1.!lIDgeJ to free itsolf fron tho r.lUd o.nLL doparted for parte 
unknown. 

Mcnilwhile, the plan of attack vms given to tho various olononts of the 
group. The infantry, Cavalry and Engineer loc.doI's were givon c.nplo tiDe to 
conpletely brief their non. The coubt"'.t p0.trul left the vicinity of 266574 
pronptly at 0315, Forr.1C.tion of the patrols tho infantr-J platoon .sm tho left 
of the road; the reconnaissance platoon 011 thorir,ht of the road, guiding on the 
info.ntry; tho engineers en tge road chocking for and clearing Eunos, o.ppro:x:i.I:1ately 
200-300 yards behind the inf::'.lltry. Tho info.ntry plntoon carriod four rolls of 
conb.:-.t wire and 0. S ound-powur telephonc. This wiro vms laid as ~ho infantry 
advo.ncod and served 0. dual purpose: first, it provided fast, clear co~unication 
to the rear, and second, it provided .:.1 neans .of I:leo.suring the disk.nce tho patrol 
ho.c1. advancod. 

The patrol moved very slowly partly beco.useof- tho inky blo.C?k night and 
po.rtly becnu'3o they suspectod thnt the emny tank 'wns still sOJ:101'Thero on their 
loft flank. HOWCVIJt', they 1,10t no resistance and at 0625 Major Johnston called 
the Force Oomarufur, reported that the pattiol wus in the southern oclge~ of town, 
an~ that the tanks and tank destroyers had been 'ordered to join them as quickly 
as possible. One tank and one tank dostroyer loft imediately. Tho I'cnninder ­
of the tanks o.nd Tank Destroyers moved out as soon as the recnindor of the troops 
in the vicinity of the hairpin turn had clinbed aboo.rd and by 07~8 t.hose reinforce­
nonts had a~~ived in BELMONT. llc:anwhile tho patrol had alr~ady syo.r~(.Jd chf'lcking 
o.ll of' the houses in town. ThCU found ttm strag~lors, but net no :fire. 
By 0800 hours-, ·road blQOka jlwJ -0(;)on os tablislied' bY" -the to.nlcs and 'lDts on the 
foUJ:' roads to tho north and northQa~t out of the t01'm anJ a r01'Jurye, W1.th amor 
hag boon established in the scuthern edge of the town with a nission of protecting 
tho town to the west. Eo.ch rcall block comisted af uithor 2 Dr..:nks Qnc1 one Tank 
Destroyer or 2 1:ank Dostroyors nnd ono tank with about 12 non to provide ground 
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• • •Historical Narrative for October .(oo~td) 

s.ocurity. There ~s a vory heavy fog and visibility was 1:initocl to 75-100 yard..q. 
l10re ground RecurJ.ny for the road blocks would havo been desirable but ·the per­
sonnelvrere not nvailable. . 

4~t 1055 t~o S-~ of tho 442n<1 Infantry Rog.iT.1on~. ca,;Lled. and said ·that tho 
36th Cavalry Rcoonnm.ssanco Troop and the p~atoon of tho;lllth Engino~p'.Qo vrore 

detached frOD Felbor Forco. Tho 36th RcconrulJ.ssance Troop '\rns to rq1?ort~to tho 
OOIll:J...lnding ~fficcr 14200 Infantry Rug1Dont and tho engineers reverted to the . 
con~rol of their parent unit •. The Force OOr.ll.U'.nu.or i.rJr.lodictely rc~uosted a compaIV 
of ll1.fantry torep1nce the e1en..mts we were los.ing. The request wt'-S nade "be the 
4421111 Infantry Re~nent and the 36th Infnntxj Divic:;ion. . 

Colonol Felber suspected that Il~ infnrrbry cOl:1J?arv wou1.d not be av.:dJ.ab1e 
so ho ordered that Helld.qunrters nnd ~erv:i,ce Cor.lpanies alort evof.1 available x::a.u 
to :pro.vi(le n replacet!entgroup for the eleoents the forco woos losine.'~\..t:1305 
tho Division :G3 called' nnd reported' that nn infantry cotlparv was notnvll:UD.ble 
to :ccplnce t,h.C, Reconnaissance Troop, but that we could keep the engil1eor- pUltoon 
un~ll the' oorn:il;;lg of tho 25th. In all,HeadqUllI'ters and qe:rVice Oonpanios h .....d 
mmgod about' 6, wn.: These wore noved into BELMONI' and took' over tho security 
positlons around tho roael blocks. These oon gave an excellent account of then­
selves and on the Ilorning of 26 Octobor they turred. in 26 PW's to the 442nd 1'1'i 
Enclosure: ' . 

•~t 12)0 on the. 24'~hthe Executive Offiver of the 442nd. Infantry ordered 
tha.t n platoon of light tank!'] and t.ho platoon of OOllpnrw ""!. ",. 100th Infantry 
Battnlic;m attached to. the Felber Force, nove froD Bomont to n:.:.kc contact with 
the lOoth Infantry Battnlion. '111e supply rcute of this battalion h.:'.::.1. beun cut 
:md they Were in need of <.lc.:uitioI'..ul atJI11.Ulition. By 1300 the 1st platoon of 
Oot1pD.rw I!D" had ·contacted the platoon of Conpurcr II.~II in BELlIONT unc.l nt 1310 they 
left town by '\'IiJ."j' of the road. tv the eU$t of tho tovm .Iith the infc.ntry riding 
on the tanks. ..;. . .. 

Tho urgency of tho ·~ituation pr\.~clu:iud i.l!W prior recolln.'lissance n.rrl tho 
contnct group started over the tr['.il sqlcctuu.. with only. a prc.yer for guidanco. 
Whon they ~achcd the 29 Eastiilg thoyranintowcll dUG in cncoy .;,ifloI;J.cn and _ 
mchine guns. The trail itself was Hot very wol1 c0vercd by the enor:w weapons, so 
tho tanks neveu·on up it with all p093itle spoed o.nd with all gum firing. ~upris­
iI).elY ~nough they tlade it, !)Ut thetr trc:ubler, VlOre just boginnin3_ 

'0· The trai.l itself was aln0st iDpassable for tanks and utterly iopassalbe 
to nrw other vehicle after the paSsage of n ·tank. The thick woods nnu underbrush 
l:i1:rl.ted vi~ib4.ity to 75-100 yo.rds o.t the· IilOst .and. mde nccurate rep (p:'ound 
locations ir.1possible to deternino. Lt. Gainey, the. tunk platoon loador, finally 
halted the-BI'oup along the top of the ridge ·at ·1600 and with tho_ infnntry plo.toon 
lender and two rifleoon atteTlPted to contact the 100th on foot. ...t 1740 he re­
portoc.l that h(·) had been unn.ble to )locate the l>attalion and reque~ted pel'l1iSs!Lcm 
to return to iRU1~ before darkbess. Periaission'VroB granted, hnd the group 
returncal, along a' trail running parallel to the ridge lipc to the 442nd Infantry 
OP. 

During th0 entire tllJO the ;3!'oup wus :!-n the woocls ~thoy worl.) subjected 
to smper firo and ran into fire: fic;hts with st.UJ.l1 gro~p's_ of tho. onon.f. Lt. 
NoW!k, the infantry 'platool1.10~'.'~cr, rOiivrted. to the ·Cl?.·:~t 2100 o.n(~ reported that 
he had only seven Den loft Dn,-l that two of too lieht tbnks were stuck on the 
tro.il hp in the woods. During tho rcr:1Uinder of the night and tho next norning 
twelve I:IOre of his mn Ahowed up lea.ving op:ly four Pissing. Throe of the twelve 
thnt returned wero wouniluQ. • " . . 
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Historical N<lrrntive for October (cont l d) 

.. ~:t noon the next my (25 .Qct.) Lt. Novnk requestod thnt hc bo Dllowod to 
t<lko n patrol over the route of the previous c.lny. The requos t vrC.5 [;TJ.nted, but the 
pc.trol vm.s unable to find the r:d.8sine non• 

...i'tcr HcJ.dqmrters <lnd ~ervice ConpnnlJes-'l'personnel reJ.chod BELMONT 

].nte in the afternoon of the 24th the situation ~eoned pretty well in hnnd so at 

2200 the enGineer platoon was relonsed to the lllth Engineers. 


During the day und night of October 25th the Folber Force ltintained the 

previously ostablished roJ.u blocks nndsent patrols to contnct unitS on tho right 

and loft. Othor than occasionnl harrassing fire on BELMONI' there wo.s Hno' enerw 

o.ctivity . 


....t 0800 on the ;36th all units- of the Felber Force revorted to tho control 

cf ~1eir parent unit and the fDrce rms dissolved. 


DurinG the reoainclor of the IJonth the eler.lonts of the @o.ttclion were 

o.ttnchod as follows I 


COr.l'[XlIV u,A1! attached: to..142nd RCT 
Oor.lpaIV liB 11 a ttach0u to l41st ROT nnd 442nu RO'f 
ConpaDiY 110" nttnchecl to 143rd RCT . 
OOr.J.paZV "DII nttnched to llw.st ROT and 41+2nd RCT 
X Bnttery reinforcinc fires of 93rrJ ....F .... 

In eons;rnl the terrain over which o~_ coulxmios cporntecl.. ilI'.S hilly to 
n0U!lj:.ninous. The mamuvurc.bility of the tanks Vfns lost bec:'I1l:S~ they. were restrict ­
ed to ~ho rO.:llls. i.J.l of tho high ~round VJD.S so thickly 'woo,lecl9-s to precludp any 
cross country ~perntions oxcept a very thorough foot recol1IlD.isGc.nco; .:lnd the 
vnllcys wore so boggy, due to thu continuci.lrnin, thnt the tml1::s I'rould Dire up evon 
on tho shaiUdem of the ronJs. . 

Wo encoUntered very little nrn~)r in our sector. The principle. uses of tho 
tc.nks wore tc., assist by fire tho alvo.n.co of tho inf<mtry; to n(k~ nclditional fire 
power to J&LR t s; and to foro rOLd bloclcs in licu of info.ntry arrti-tD,lik zum ... 

The replncer..lOnts vre rccoivod ~h1I'inG the J:J.onth of ~eptenbor :!,70rc' trained in 
Bnttnlion school undor the diroction uf Lt.. HnrrinGton. For three i'Tcoks the 
drivers drove every c~ay (weather pernitting) and GUnners prncticed si'phtini:; and 
o.J.nine and trackin~. During the last week of the nonth all spent four days at the 
1st ~·l.rl:lored Gruup school. The gunners .woro· able to fire thoir woo.pons and thc'­
:":rivers leai1.nod the nectls~ity for the closost kind of teru:wwrk vrith the E;U1U1~rs by 
(irivinG for the replaceT.lent eunners. ...11 of tho non shmvod c;:rec.t inproverent at 
tho end of the traininG period and tho conpany coooanders feel that nfter a short 
accl,il'lation perioll in the conpanies they vdll be ready for canbat. 

We hope that tho estnblishnent of the 1st ~.rnorod Group gchool will 
obvi.otc tho neccssity of us having to run c rOP1~~ooont school 7.1! future. 

)J(J1E G. mJJrn:?~
Itt.. Col 01, 753rc1 Tk Bn., 
'" C01:1r.18.nr,c )

L~.j.f-d!~ 
.I i 
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lIEhDQUJiRTEffi 153RD TaNK Dil.TT.c.LION 

APO in58, U.·~. iI.rnv 

UNIT DIARY FOR :.roN'm OF OCTOD&1 1944-- -- ..... -. 

1 Octobcr 1944 

Disposition of Dattalion:C 'JP, 11165505; Comparw "i~" cttcched J.41st nCT; 
Company - ifDII nttnchcd 143rd RCT; Company IICII attached 142nd RCT; ono platoon
Co~npa:qy i/Da cttached 36th Rcccnna.is!!o.nce TrOOpj one platoon Compc.l1Y "Dil attached
63()th Tank Destroyer ~ttnlion. 

Compa:qy als tilnk~ dqze~ hit moo und 'I'IDs clisnbled. _ One tank :{endquarters
Comp.:;:qy 1'1.28 .:Us 0 disabled by mine. 

2 OctOber 1944 

ELements this battalion supported units to which they are L'.ttnched. Rear
clements clos od neW' area V1.449 at 1800. 

3 October 1944 

., Compani~s s.upportod un:i,ts to 1'1iU.ch attached. 

4 October 1944 

Comparw D rlns relieved from 143rJ Inf' and nttached to the Purely Forco 

5 October 1944 

Dattalion CP closod ~08531 in LEP".NG:E3, Fl1JJCE, at 1730, .::mc.l ussumod rcs­
Ponsibilityfor nIl clements of Furdy- Dlock and Task Force ct 2000. Thoso­
clements consisted of: 36th H.~?nnaissc.noo Troop; COml)nrw C, 636th Tnnk Destroy­
er Dattnlion in indirect firo pcsitions; OIlc platoon, Comp<".rv uJ.a, 753rd Tank 
Dattalion; one platoon Comp.::;l\V liD", 753rd Tnnk t,atta1ioni "..T COr.Ip<lZW, 141 RCTj 
CompaI'liY U[.il, lllth Engineer tattalionj. CompnZW IIJII, 753rd Tank D.::>.ttnlion. 

Outpost lines and listening posts were estublishec! to mc.in-[;uin contact
"lith 45th Inf~try DUi:S:io.!1 on left. 

Petrols sont to woods ?ot V230539 und V23J53S. 

Fired direct and indirect harassing fires on ''Toods at V222544.. V2.30S.39 andV231535. 
6 October 1944 

ComplUW "~~,, attc'chod l41st HeT. 
Compaqy "C" attc.chod 14)rcl HCT. 
In Folber Force ·Compc.rw 111: 11 " 636th Tank Destroyer Datt£1.1ion nnd 3rdPlAt­

oon, Roconnc.issance Compa:qy" o36th T:::'-nk DcstrOJror Do..ttalion 'Vlare releasod topnront unit._ ._ 

Pt\trols sent to woods at V'23053~, V231S3; und V222S42, mel fired diroct 
tiro and. indirect h:lras1'ling fires on s runo woods. 

-1­
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~l1it Diary Oct (cont'd~ 

l~nintained contact vdth 45th Infantry Division on left .:'l'1l: Jlflst nCT on right. 


7 October 1944 


Company flH", 36th Engineer Regim0nt, ,",9.<; at.tached to Felber Force at 
0305. First platoon relieved 3rd Platoon. I(.cconnaisscrlce COI:1pm"tT, 636th 
Tank ~attalion, vicinity PHEY. Third Platoon established ne:'! l)ooition vicin­
ity P~J:.'Y. I,el1'lD.inuer of compaqy placed in L9.tte.1ion Resorve vicinity LEP~JmES • 

Placed direct e.nd indirect harasting fires on ....roods at 722251'-1.4, V230.539
C'."lC~ V237535. 

TIro platooM, Compazw "c Ii were detached from 143rd nCT 2.ucl 1"0 joined
~attalion 

One platoon, AT Compaqy, 142ml ReT was attached to Felber Force at 1305'J4 
an~ VTas placed in position at roadblock o.t .V217541. . 

. ..:"T Company, l41st RCT, r[2,S I:1oveJ to the right to maintnin contact ylith
lhlst RCT. • 

qecond Platoon, "Hil Compa~r, 36th Engineer R.egiment, "("ras cOI.Unitt.nd to 

fill in gap left when J~T Comp':l.I\Y 141st r~CT move:l to right. 


Patrols from "Htf Compaqy 36th EnGineers wure sent to -~!O:A:0 ntI222542 and
V230539. 

One platoon of tanks, COin9C'-n;)t lIC,I, c;.nd ono plo.toon Com:~'2.rtr :ICiI, 6J6th 
Tank Destroyer Dattalion vrere [ltto.ched. to 141st ReT during afternoon. Tank 
destroyers on hoad block at V217541 Here re~lC'cecl with one soc-c5.ol1 tanks from
Company IICII. 

Patrol from 36th Reco!1l1C'.i'sc~l1cC Troop~ to V21557G took one 11risoner. 

8 Octoi:;er 1944 

Petrol from ilH" Company, 36th Enginoers, Tra,"j sent to -/236534 during 
::lornin~; placed direct and indirect h2.r~sdng fire on Treods at V22254L., V230539 
ffi1d V237535. 

Patrols to V230539 und V222544 after dark. Pntrols from F••YS to east and 
northeapt. Fired on enemy vehioular movement vicinity V226552. 

iiaintained oontaot with 45th Infantry Divisci.on on left nl1(~ 141st nCT 
on right. 

Comparw II•• II lost one tank <:ur ing Jay. Goo enem~r tC'.lll.:: Tms rc:'orted damagede.t V?t6552. 
~ . - ." 

9 Octo'ocr 1%4 

No change in atkchr":ents. 

Tank' ~stroyerfl l'i0re..,novocl. fror.! ·V225534 ana V2225)2 into nn indiroct 
firing position nt V183525.· ::Rpc..d junction at V222.549 W<15 1;W1C(: during night.
l~trol guarded mines until daylight, then hid them in a ditoh r.nd returned. 
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Unit Piar,y October (contfd) 
, I. 

, , 
, Patrols sent toV2205~, V215557, V211555"V224552, and V222544 • 

, ! 

.- -.:;; 

- Fireq. harassiug fires for Division ArtWery and also h.:tras~ed the • 
TOods at V222544. , ~ . , , ',' ,_; , ' 

Haint~t1.I~ed contact with 45th DiyiBi4lq 911 ~e.ft and ,i4lst nOT on right. 

10 ,October 1944 

No change in attnchments. 
~ . " ".,." 


Mined ?oad Junction at V222549 d~ing tlight 


Patrols to V218S68, V21855a; V220S44 and to the cast of F.il3 • - . . :. 	 .­.-" 

P.l.aced narassing fires ~n 'WOods at V222544, and oestroyecl suspected encnv
OP in church steeple at V22f}555,., " 	 _ .' ' 

, . 
Hoved oro section ot tank~ and One squad of engimcrs from Pr.EY 1:0 

V227538, setting up strong po:int at that, point. 	 ' ... -- "'. 

"', First 'Platoon, CompG1'\Y "HI!, 36th Ehgineers, propared to movo into' 
woode at. V232537 '11hen they m'O 'clear,." , 


1\'{o men wero vroW1d.ed on patrol to V220544. 


~ October 1944 


No change in attCl,c,tmepts. 


F:i~t platoon, uf.I" oo~I1Y" 36th Erigineers,<~) launched .att;nok against 

enenw in woods at V22~38 at 1500A.'~One squad entered Vloods at P30l~V232537.,
but wns driven out by 3nk."tll arms fire aria sot up strong point iri- house at ­

PJ0l8-V233536. Tho platbon entered woods at P3018-V231536, mot small arms 

fire, and took up :po.~ition at P3018-V229537. Prior to micb:rlght the squad at 

house at P3018-V2335,6 infiJ.trntcd to P301B-V235535. '. 


Patrols sent to V22Q568, V215565 rom to the easto! F.l1'S. 1'\10 tanks

CompaZW 110 11 , wore disabled by raines during day,. 

NLl.intained oontact Vd1!h, 4~th tnfa~ry Divsion on left and 141st ROT onri~ 	 , ( ~ , 

• 	 ~"2' 'October 1944 ' . i " . 

No change in attachcments. 

TrithSrow 'n11 clements .from 1700ds at V230538 during nftcrnoon. Otherwisesituation unchanged. " , " 
1)'Ootober, 

'. 	 • . .1'), \ " 

Company "I" 36th EriginoCl' ~og:llnen~'~( rb1i~ved C.ont~~jo I.r~~J ' 36th,iEngineor 
IlDgiment, prior to daylight. Third platoon,' "!u:, eontPd~\:'r~lioV9d 3r.d' Platoon 
ilHrr Compar.v in PREY. Firf'1t nncl 1ocond Platoons, uI-i! Oomp£ll1Y, sent :into
positions in woods at'V235536. 

- 3 ­
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Unit Diary (cont'd) 

~rst and C;econd Platoons, "II' Company, 36th Engineers, attacl:cd enemy 
in 'W'oocls at V230538. Attack started at o705A, after artillery and mort<el" prep­
aration fires. Objective was cleared '1y lOOOA, and was secured durinG afternoon. 

_ Patrols to v220550, V2l8559, V2l8564, V220570 and V2l3568. Ei.necl road 
junction at V222549. 

~'ed interdictory and harassing fires for Division Artillery. 

CompaI\V ilCiI, 636th Tank De!ltroyer Battalion, passed to control of 442nd 
RCT, and joined that unit prior to 132400. 

14 october 1944 

36 Reconnai5Sance Troop passed to control of 442nd RCT at 1900A. 

One platoon, Company "BII, lllth Engineers passed to control of p2.rent 
unit at 1900~-\.. Co ilB tI pas ~ed to control of L}..j.2nd RCT. 

15 October 1944 

Felber Block Force passed through at 0800A by elements l41st RCT; was 
relieved of maintaining road blocks betTlt~en PREY and FAlS, and reverted to 
Division Reserve. 

Company liB II , lllth Engineers (-) reverted to control parent unit at 
0800A. Two platoons, AT CompazW, 142nd RCT reverted to control ~9arent unit 
at 1130~l. 

CompaIV 111", 36th Engineer Regiment and one platoon, Reconnais~ance 
Company, 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion moved into an assembly area vicinity 
LEPANGES, in Division Reserve. 

Disposition of Battalion: CP - U':PAlJGllS;: CompaIJi)T HAil attached l4lst RCT; 
Company IIBii attached 442nd RCT; Company ile i!, attached l43rd RCT; COZ:1Pany IIDII in 
assemb}y area vicinity LE ROULIBR. 

16 October 1944 

Dattalion (-) assembled in Division Reserve vicinity LEPANGEB. Companies 
sU~lorted units to which they are attached. 

17 Olrtober 1944 

Company ifI " 36th Engineer Regiment reverted to control parent lmit at 
l500A. No other change in attachments. 

18 October 1944 

Battalion (-) in Division Reserve. Companies supported units to TJhich 
attached. Rem Plo.t. 636 T::J Bn TX'.SP0d to :Jivsion control. 

• 1)' October 1944 

Felber Task Force reactivated at 1900A, consi~tin~ of 753rd Tanl~: Battalion, 
(_ItA", "C", and "D" Ccmprnies);: Company nCII (-1 platoon) 636th Tank Destrc?yer 
Battalion; 36th Cavalrj Reconnais~ance Troop; 1 platoon il1th Engineers (C) 
Battalion; and one platoon, Company "AI', 100 Inf('.ntry Battalion. 
Co lJIP reverted to B.lion control at 1900. Co-' IID'fssed "GO hh2ncl In.1' 

-4­
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• • Unit Diary (cont'd) 

lIission of Ff!l:ber Task Force' to attack and capture BELMONT, reci(m.'1Oiter 
valley t'o include' VERVEZELLE. and OOMFAING, block to north and northi'TC3t, protect 
north flank of division, ani ma.intain contact with 442nd RCT 011 right end 45th 
Infantry ~,ivision on left. Battalion OP closed BR~~... . 

20 October 1944 
-. , 

Felbe~:'1ask Force 'assembled BRUY'EBI!S prior"to daylight, and launcIl.ed attack 
at 1130' ,A alongBRtIYEBES~:&I.MONrl:.'oad.·' 'nle .. a:ttack was impeded by extcmive us e 
of mines nndstubborn enemy oppo!ition;' 'J!1e ~orseshoe bend in road at V26357l 
was reached by dark, am a 'l'oad bl()~ was set up for :the ni@t. 

The BR~VERVEZELLE road 'was t-ecannoit9l'ed as far as V255580, "'here 
lead tVl1.1.:: ("B" Company) hit mine .'!ll0~ road. 

',. 

ilXIi Battery fired on targets of opportunity in VERVEZELLE-BELEOllT area. 
• ..' • • • ! , . 


Sent contact partols to 7RCT on left and 442RCT on right. 

21 October 1944 

.. The :attm~kalong 8,RUYIfliIJ)- BELL{)NT road was reswned at 0900A, and: had 
r6c!.ched V265.51)· at dark." Fired on targets -of opportunity in BEU,lONT area " 
during day' nnd'Iiia.in'tained contact with ?RCT on left ani 442 RCT on right. . -.~ ...1': 

22 October 191+4 

Felber Force attacked and secured BEL1.0NT prior to daylight, and estal):.. 
oshed raad blocks on all roads lending- out except those to south and '>outhwest. 

Fired on targets of opportunity in BELMONI' area, arid maintained contact 
with units on left and right. 

36th Rellonnaissance Tr001)S reverted to diVision control at l300.~. One 
platoon 111 Engineers reverted"to control parent unit at 2300 A. 

During a.fternoon one platoon Company, IfDi} accompanied by one platoon, 
Company "A" J 100 Infantry Bat:talion, attempted to open supply route to 100 Inf 
Batt.alion from BEUrOnT to vicinity B:EFFcwr~I$. .Tanks broke through enemy 

lines nnd reached edgo of woods northwes't 'of' 'l3IFFONl'AINE, but were un.~,~)le to 
contQ.ct clements of ~OO Infantry Battalion. 

Forty-six prisoners were taken during day • 

. 23 October 1944 

Occupied BELMONT and maint~ned rand blocks around tovm. 

2!+ OC~9ber 1944 

~\t 0830A; Felber Force 'wns ·dissolved. ?;J.Clto~m, Comparw fI.il,lI, lOOInfantry­
Battalion revertQd to control 442nd RCT. 'C~ "C", 636th Tank ~"c.~oyer 
,Bat-:tolion re:veft.ec! ~~ iiivision contl,,:ol. One platoon, Compa~ liB II, was attClehed 
to 141~t RCT at-, 1200. 'Company ItA" and Compan;y IIBfI 'were att8.ched to '1tack 
Taitk· Force at oa,OA'. '.: ~mpany "Dn was attached to 14lst RCT. at 0830,\. Oomparw"C" iIi' Divi'e ion' Res'~rvo.· . , ' / . 

~ S '~" 
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Unit Diary October (cont1d) 

25 October 1944 

Comparw IIA" attached 1 tack T3.Sk Force 

Comparw liB" attached llil~t RCT. 

Com-pan:l "G;! attached qtack Task Force· 

Com9arw IIDiI att~ched l4lst·RCT 

DV.ttalion CF - BRUYH'...Jrrl. 

26 Octo.ber 1944 
ComJ,J[tnies .dBiI and liD" were released from 141st ReT and atto.chQc1. to 442nd 

RCT. lIe other change in att~chcments. ' 

27 Octo?0r:.1944 

Companies Su~)ported units t:). ':.rhich dk.ched. 

28 October l?~ll 

No change in att'~chmentl'l;' 'Ono t.eem: OOr-liX'.lW "3 11 jj.')2.bled b~r r.:inc. One 
tank Company "DII distroyed by bc.zoolm. 

29 October 191ih 

Companies supported ufu:Lbs:.to 'which at-t['.chod. 

30 October 1944 

No change in attachments. 
31 Octobor 1944 

Disposition of Battalion: 

Ba.tto.lion 'CP: BRum..'&~. 

Comparw II,A II Attached 142nd RCT 

Attached 442nd ROT 
" 

.:lttaehed 143rdRCT-, . 

Company liD II Attached 442nd RCT 

Roc.r 

..... 
'I" 

.. "; . ;-:--' 
' 

, '.. , . t· ,:' 

r. . , 
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COMPAJII "BI!•753RD ~ BATTALION 

!PO 7sa, U. s. ;.l'II\V" 

0U'lS TANDING COMBAT...,;...;....-.ACTION OF T~.... DURING MONTH_.OF .-.----NOVEMBER
~-.,;;=o.;;.;.. _~ 

~.?t~:'~~~l?or.!:..~ 

The Firat ?lateon left rn :rItilLGi! wi:'...! I. '1.. ~I Compnr-\V', 1 !,a.::nd at 103CY.· 25 
November 1944. Due to clo'l....d:y 1"featncr c.nd he<'i/"3r ~"Ob Wb ',ere el):'..et ·~o unke our 
wq up the w1Dding road from WlSEMBAC~ to STU MARL.!: WlT~(I'l't belr..g obsr.rved by 
the ene:D\Y, although later it was d~covered "'~ha;j the til":'.l31rry he'd t,he entire road 
under hjs fir•• ' . .. A road block had 'been reported and upon reconnnissancl;3 it 
was decided' to pull a tank around a curve and fire at the block. The !irs t 
tank pulled out, fired 10 rounds and received some fire of unlmown calibre.in 
return. A tank destroyer then pulled out, fired 10 rounds D.lld received fire; 
then the second tank fired its allotment, and returned. Upon exam1.nation of 
the vehicles it was discovered that all three vehicles had been hit in the 
tracks and sUSpenJion system, disabling one tank outright and damaging the other 
taWc and tank destroy- less severe."q. 1ha artlllery was placed on the road 
block" and when .the infantry tinally flanked and took the pOSition, a 7Smm 
Howitzer and an 88mm. anti-tank gun were discovered defancling the block. The 
7Smm Ibw.ltzer had been disabled by .the tank f'1re aDd the 88 had been destroyed 
by its crew. . 

The terrain was mOlUltaiDo.· withste8p ..ad. and sharp curves. 

The deelis ion to tire at the road block was _de _inq to relieve pressure 
~ «1 tb8 iDt8ldil7 and to .keep the defenders occupied" ~. 1Dtarttr.rZlll1D81D.bitEd~ 

tonank t.he 'block. It was only pOssible to 'Q8e ... Aalrka'\ a t:Jme .. the enea.y 
were seroe4 in tm tlle CUl"V8 aD! straigJda road leading 1;0 the road blook aDd it 
was n little difficult t& aloe.e in on the 8nenI,J gUZis. In this instance we were 
cOJl'jDg the Clat'maDttrick of keeping a force buSy wtt;h an sP gUn on one s ide and 
fianld.ng at tbe same time with infantry. . 

\ 

Action Report #2 

On 26 November four tanks attaclled ·to the second Battalion, 142nd, moved 
O\lt of LIEPVRI at 1600 insuppart of "F" Compan;y, the objective being the town 
qf LA Vl~ELLE. The advance was to be mad.G along the road, sinOe rcl.n and snow 
had softened·the ground. to such an extent that cross coun1:.r7 movement Tms virtu.­
~~~•• , 1he tanlce were to f'Gl.1ow ~weepers at rear of infantry
cao1umn•. s.Uibt s~per fire OIl par$. .~t 8llo8D\V was met before column hc.d cleared 
t~ ot t.mVli. but wa, qui~ OV8rCClDa b,y rine pla1(oon of infantry. 1he 
adwlnce there continUed approximatel,. one mUe when a poSsible nrmored vehicle 
...'~m-d by' tornnrd element of infantry. No identity .o\liar than 0. hea'9' 
wb:icle could be made due to darkness. . '!he CaJIDanCling Officer of the infantry 
call.ed for n tank to cane to the head of the column nnd find the vehicle and 
destroy it. Atter some discussion by the platoon leader ot the te.nle end the 
Infantr,y C.Q., it WtJa decided that one tank would move to the hond of the 
colUlQll .. and :COY8I" the forward eJ.eiaen1;a 'lIS they moved forward nnd into flOods where 

. tn.. enem.J vehiol:e had been heard. Due to 'the darkness it was impQssible for a 
tank ~ ·to .;p1~ out a point target. 1he 'column moved tOl'Yra"d, t1)o tank 
Ilaving ii1th r1t.le platoon until ,they reached a· road block consis ting of felled 
trees for a~t.q 200 yards. The tanks were hlllted to wait on engineers 
to oloar block as there was no way to bypass the obs tacle. The vehicle which 
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Action Rpts Co liB II (cont I d) 

,,,'" '''',. 	 .. l 

had been heard:' Previously had not been" locat.d by this' time. ~e fOrl'rLlTd 
element of the' infantry continued their a~nnce leaving the he!!.'VY' vrenpol'\9 ­
platoon for tank security. The engineers l Cr!1!le forwnrd to clear bloCk qnt1.,'
completed same before 3Il7 nction on the part of the enemy was noted.··.;,!· 

. vehicle was heard movinC toward the ro~ in the wooded area on right Of the 
tanks • No certain identity of the velUc1e could be lIk"tde. Tankmen, ~ving 
previoUsly reconnoitered the aren for ~, !,oss:;.ble py-pLlSS, held the1x' fire 
thinking 1tcould possibl,. be a fr'ieMJy ve,:_cle. N'J effcrt was DUlde ·.on the 
part of ·the i1nfantry to identify the vehiolo w'hich by this time hnd: <!dvanced to 
vd~ SOyardS-l.Of' dozer cleal'ing the 1'6~~fl)1()~ks ani stopped•. rm.-adintbly 
pno~ .bazooka fired. knocking out the.40Wr tQnk. ~'ho lead tank thon .fired, 

'<;or'b:lJ.n. that itlo.vr.lS·Qn'enomy vehicle, ~mg it out. S8vercl. Paz(jol:o.s vrore 
~~bY ..theenamy bu~ missed their t4r&~;wwhile f'1rst;a.nd se~tctllfS .in 

" "colijmn o~1nued to fire until no further- action on part:ot enaII\Y l1t',s' noted. 
By th1a 'tim aU contact with forward elements of' :Infantry, wl'!ich hnd moved 
Moe-d. l_l.ost. Contact was t1JlBl Jy made by 'tank radioing to' tank canpaIW" 
who .tClophonod reg:iJll.ent" and regiment radioing the forward element ordering , 
them to work their way back ~~an1cs cloar1ng out theeenem.y who by bh1s tima 
had moved betwoen the forv(2.N elements and the tanks. 'lhis being dono too 
column then moved into the tOWJl of LA VANCELI& drawing no tiro untU it entered 
tha. ~"'hioh 'TaS. infested with snipers. ThQ'tanks took up po!fiti1OnS on .: 
I'O~OC~ as¥! WaDtry' continued to clean out' snipers thZ'ouchout tho n1ght. 

: . , ' .' " -	 •. '. ,~ ! t ,'.i .....~.J': " • ; 

~';"':~ ~'~provement it .is suaa.ted that .r11'lGaen m1d n~~~v.t ~a~: ,. _..~ 
CQnS' 130 -10ft as tank secl:Arity. secc:lncl, s.om.o meazae ot .eommunSPat±on botMW4ad,,· 
taftk antf J~oIward·1nfn.ntry must be made. Third, ,~ ~ ot~~ .vtUuo iA·;: ,. . 
~~ atto:cq:' as' the gQIU1Ol'S arc blind_ .' 

Action Report IQ 
On )0 Novombe1" five tanks and three tank destroyera ntt~ched to l$t 

&ttt~ioftJ l42nd ReT, moved out ot LA VANCEl,,1:.E on main road to the· toWft--ot 
HURi)~. 1he objectiVG was to cut main road from TtIAlIVJLLE to SELPS1'..1.1'. 1'he 
t~. L!.1\d tank daetroyor. were to move n.long roadialld infantr,r on .... side 

.. 	 t.o 1~g1YO security to tha ax'IDGr L8 ~ advahccd witli'the tOJ"W':ll'd olomont --th.D uil 
tbci ;~ory hoa~ woode4 area. The column Q;clvnliced" appl'O'JdJlately tTlO Ja1J.es 
when· t~ were haltec1 by the Usw:U. road bloek col1listing of tolled tree:.. 
~ the obstacle, 'the eftI;ineers woro cal.lod u~~ tebe., no WD:T to ~s 
~~~1;. Jieamrhile the infantry continU64their ac:lvance. '1M dOZQll lmtLt VI. 
1l(.."C ... was not with the column bUt:. ill the ..town ot LDPVRE, sCDJ five mUcs 
~~1.~. ,Attor quite s cme t:lae tho dDz~;_~aueht up and cleared the bloqk and 
~'~tumed to LEIPV'RB. Dlo tanka lIlO9'Q4·ahead to catch tbe head, of· tho 
e~ but ran into another road block of tho lame t,pe. J. possiblo bypass 
was toUJJd and usod b7 the at"IIlOl' to reach tho road runn1na fran HtJR) T to 
BOSOm. 'lbo e1&ht 'Vehicles moved along tho mulevl1ll to the ,.,.. .' 
maio J084 _ttl much difficulty due to the .oft ground. Upan reaching tho 
~in road, tlte load vehicle oontacted 80.....81 emmy toot troops nnd machjm 
gun nests. The macb1ne pn DeBts nrc destroyed and 'eYoral pr:ia011Cl'8 "lOro 
tnken. 1ho ttmks then contunued their advance along the road and .1g~in vrore 
stoPJ?Od by a road block. Again tho much needed dozer was not pres ant so the 
tnnkmon tried to removc the block lT1~h their vehicles .~..~ c.~blos. This 
proved to bEr1lllSUCC08s:tal becauae of boo)Iy 'trata and DIiIioa·. \'he dozer UllS 
tirlcl.ly called upon to C.0IIIe up aJain, but it wns 1mpossi~e w· to11011 tho 
trLrlll the taDIrI had taken 8 0 it had toclel!l' the block tM'tanks lmd bypnssed 
and severnl. ~rs QD the JIIC!.:in roa4,~ ,eacm.:~ taDks. By this time the . _.~ 
inf~try had reached their objecUje~8E1Yer~: miles ahead of the t~nlCS '\Tho WC1"O 
strrulded beyond a debbt for the n1cht 'b1 thO rend blocks t" Vcry little security
had been left for the .r but thO crew DlODlbers tlult w. not nooded to 

.. , , . - t.. 	 . . 
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lIonthly Rpt of Co "D" for Nov 44 (cont'd) 

of CORCIEUX was heavily Dined .md bobby trapped. At 1600 hours Company received 
ordors that they wore to be relieved with the 14200 RCT effectivo o.t onaca. CompODy'
covod to ~ • ' 

Ntlvoc1ber 10: COIlpaI\Y in ClUNGEB plrf'om1ng rahabilitilt1aln am D01ntenance. 

Novotlber 21: Sh crawa receivingtraining in lttaA3 tnnks. 
F • 

~ in GRANGI!S porfoming rehubUirotion nnd na1ntnmnco. 

Novonbcr 22: 'Owpruxy alerted at 2330 hours. Third plat.oor: ;joinod :tst Datta.:!..ion 
'Wnd ttb~ at 0700 hours in LEa POULIER.ll5.~<.'1.Ba:DAJd on 'ld.+.1'1 0. ojt".c.ohocl u.n::.ts V'Ol-e 
to DOVOf'rCO US PLOUImRE3 through Ll:)HOUUIER to SlJWPT. Fl!'St p1;:,';'0011 was alerted 
to join the 2nd and 3rd Battru.ions .at 13.30. 

Novoo.ber 23: ~t Da..~to.1j.on witn ,3rd platvon Dovod, fron 3.mU?'I tv.~ ',~' :..BCNtill:'). 
3 to.yodinST. LEoNARD for the night; no ac+,ion. 114.£13 ./....a.nJ:s tc Is'l:, il!'130r3d (h·cup 
School for driving p:::-no'jjj,cu :mel -"ange f:irlng. 

NOVOl:lbor 2.4: lst'Datt~on Ilt}:t..To,l thrJugh Ii.ANDRA.Y~ ~n::>.ks i)f t'M 3..:.'Cl LJJ.at..cOJ.l jo~..ned 
f.TiCi'biitEci1!on at LE CH:PA;:', 'l'ho t·<lnYoS und i,'1fa.u't.ry no7ed on 'lih;,,"ouGh ,iC .w.'. GP.OL":, 
IlAN DE kV.ALlNE into '\\'ISElillAClf and s-LayC"d f'01:' tho ::xt,g.'1.~. Tho tunk:J of tile If:it 
platoon joined tho 3rd Do. tt.::U:ion ~,.t LA CFW:-!.X i;J.nd als C oovod. :l ntu RiB Ei,lDACn after the 
town had been taken our infantry and trulks. 

~2S~ lst .Platoon tlOvcd out <>! town nth 3;<1 Dat·~ior". tho:1r objectivo
&) .l.LOOE .~UX 1lINE3, a short distance fron dmElID...~l,H, 5j26006. Infantry 
and. .,,' r;:m upon a aaa~ tla.JlOfid road blocl;:a 'Iho tanks helped a groat denl in ' 
~traliz1ng the eneoy resistance. The tanks wcrG road bowrl, nnd could not doploy 
off the roadS. MbA) tanks ~roturned to r.a..NGES !'roo school. lilll ohock tanks and 
jo1n coopal'\Y totlorrow. Soo Action Roport #1 o.ttached hereto. 

liovoIi>er 26: Tanks of'tm 1st Platoon Ilovod on into S TE. ll:.J1IE em-ly in the oorning 
oecting no resistance. Third platoon noved into 3TE WillIE with the 1st Do.ttalion. 
First Platoon posted on load block out of tawn. Lo.torin the dny these ti1.rikc3 wore 
w:tthdraWn back to town as 0. llobUe Reserve. The .3rd Plo.toon left S TE ll.U'UE at 
0800. Met enGtly rei!Sdtnace 200 yards out of S TE MARIE. ctBared rcsi'3tanco and 
tlovod toS 'J." CROIX ond DOt 0. heavily defended road block. Tanks o.nd infantry mutral·, 
izocl eneily road block and DOvod on to STEINBACH for the night. 

NOWtlbor-.,27: Third platoonattilched to 2nd Battalion; 1st pJ.o.toon lIobUo Rose:..'vo ms.m m:rttE. 3rcl platoon advanced with 2nd Dattalion to LIEPVRE" outpostod the tom 
~uJ.d not. advaoo.o because of blown l:!t'1dge. Mcb Ue Resorvo moved to S T mOIX and 
attached to 3m Datto.l1on coved to LIEPVRE. By-passed on tho south side of town 
ond encountorod oner.vroadblock at 668634. Could not advanco. 

Novoo.bOr~28: 1st Platoon attached 2nd' DrittD.lion 143rd ROT. lst Pl~toon ad-lTanccd 
1 • 

dcnmroa.cl-!-objpct ViiI, DE VILL;B. EnoUnterod stubborn rosismnce.onroute. Road 
bloCk 'at 690634 defonded by2 sP guns. Third p'la.toon ndvancod to ,L..~ Vil.NOEL.LF,.... , 

Enar:\Y res1s'ta.ncc stubborn. ,S oe ~;'ct1C!l Report (f2 CI,:l:itachcd hereto. 


Hovoobor 29: lst Platoon' Cldvo.ncod~tB ~1108...o dndhold;\fpj~1 ;(?n.,pt\'q b,lock • 
. ~':..';.," t.. .''' ..... ~.' , ...;, ._' J ~\ .. "j'~;';i ,. ...;!; ".," '..... u';':", 

2nd Platoon ad~d 1'rorl Wt-:1r1~'NCELL&~'\i pa,OO; "ooo~ r~:ieltan.co. St~bQrn. ~~'., . 
Encountered 8l1OtlY road block o.t im.548 hold '1,).tJ'.lM;fJO,nCe •. ', ' , ,,: + •~' '. ­

, IN 
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i:onthly Upt ot Co 'ID,II tor Novcnber'44, (cont'd) 

Nova:lOOr ~a First. .p).a.'won ndvo.ncod troll rond block, 701~ to CILm1l>lS i relieved _­
trOIl·2i1d' ttal.1on, 14)rd ROT l1l1d t\SSignod, to 3rd DnttoliOl'l 142nd JeT. Advancd to 
KIlllZlllliIL then cast :to vicinity ot coordinates 772602. )rd Platoon pUt in Division--· 
t'.l RQrorvo in IlDl])";'CH. ,soo,i.ction Rpt 113' nt~cmd horeto~ 

..~tt......chedl 

..~ction Report 11 

..~ction Report #2 

..~ction Report #3 

-4­
.. • 
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iiont~ Rpt·oci "DIr' !tor'New ,.' "(ecWst*d) 

remab1ed 1n the¥,' defensive Poq~ions. ,Srt. S653SS.,­

The weather l"SlI41ned cold with interr:iittent rain and snow. liorala ot tha 
troops Was s~tac~". • . ,'; I. " • ;', -',:' .. ' ' . " ,..... 
lfovembor Us '.;wo tLi~ ot the ftU.st Platooh attaChed to tho :~'(~~4i04ot
mrid !Wt lOCD.ted a't JS2S6S report no aotioti on part of th~e' two tm'llqf: ~\'7wO 

tci'llts ot the Second nP-toon attached to the 2pcl Dattol.ion 142nd RCT 10cat&1 at 

355589 and .3!9-592 <lC~ing llS rOt;1d ~lock" The. terr<lin was hUl¥ c¥ W'OO<!e~, t, 

t . . 

Novomber 12: Tho t~ with the Jirst QIld Socond DattaJ.ions rotnincd in position 
:rnt'OUihou\ tho ~Early in the evening the two tanks with thg First.JJnttW.:Lon . 
moved to ~ HOtS" ,. road block. : P~trol activity conttiluee. on P£U't Q:6 't119. ~ 
.1'mltry. L~ttlo or"*rio opposition was met.' '. .. , 

~ #. ·r. • . .)", ;. • """,Novotlber"l~ Inrllnt~ patrolS .~ active. "A" and IICII}10mptn:i.cf3 of.. tho, First,,! 
:r:ta\tiiIion, 142nd oqyeaon t~ h1ll- at coorc:11zntes Slil3S.} wi:~.h no, :~os:-.stanco. Tho 
two tanks .rooaL no~:in LA HOtSSli:a8 'thr0 'D8bQut .thG rrtght. '.' ", ' . 

" ': • I • - . ' • • • 

Novomber 14: 'l'wooddi tionru. tanks wore brought up for eaoh of the two battolions • 
1'ho 1St platoon with tho First Battalion moved toward hill vioinity 54135> which ~ 
w.s occupied by ·the infantry•.' Enroute one tank wns boggod dom; OIl:) tank hit a ..
~i and one tank .1'ell through a brid&p. Tanks 0.1' the 1st platoon remained in 
JJJJ,fl'vNl'iUN'E tor tbe night 'of NovOlloor 1.4. Four tanks of the 2nd Platoon Ilt?ved in. '::'1 
and .lroun<;l n_.." S71)65 to tirG on tcrgots of opportunity in tho vall07 
surrOunding tm t,01m o.t' OORCIEUX. , 

,. . 
November lS. 'ThetoUX' tonksof the 1st PlatoOn le.1't DIFFONr.llNE on or about 0$00 
to .j01h tbCi ThirI!t.t- Dattal1on. Upon arriving.. the Gonmumding O.1'ficor of tho 3rd '. 
Do.tt::U.ion put thatanka on road block and Wero to be mobile resorve in addition. 
1ho tanka on roa4 block wero' placod :lt1'8IRIV'ILtEand ;3 tanks 'in mNVILLE•.. 

NoV'Qilber 16. No change in location of 1st 'platoon or 2nd platoon. 

Novombor lIs Tanks'rema:Lmd (1st Platoon) in position at VIENVlLLE and '1'HIRIVntE,
~i'id Platoon nt V~N'l\ Infantry patro1ed stoachUy in and m-ound CORCIEm: and 
~1 l«>LLE. LA.~.... occupied by the intantry and one caJpalV of the )ro 
Battalion was on 'tth6 outskit'te of CORCIEtlX. UteI' dtJrk 2 replacement tanks 
woro, brought to VIENVILLE. The tanks in VIENVILLE wero alerted to 14l0v0 to LA lIlILE. 
Those tanka 14_ movod to ~ M>LLE ..., !lct as rOQd block. The one tank ot the 
1st PlatoOll~ reca1ned in~. nw four,~ of the 2nd platoon ra­
minod Sa f.. NT to tire· on targets ot oppartunlty 1n am around the Vi~ or
COROnal...,..., 

t.' 111' :" . ' , •..' , " ~ 

No~ ,181' Int~try JlO~ed into OOBOIEUX ~ tMks' of th(l 'lst'l'latoon rOJ:2ained 
iii ,t1j~ne pOsition. Four. t.anks of the 2nd plll,'t~oon coved VADJOtJ.T.14Uld IJIIRIVILtE ,~ '. ' 
to supPort the Jrd Dattalion in an attAck on CORCmUX on the· night of HoVoDbor 18. 
Tho 2nd PJ.a.toon of tanJcereached· the town a.ncl P'It tanlQs out as rood block on tho 
oastOZ'n part ot COR~UX., b··' _ .tanks :4t LA '}l)LLE mOVO~11Q tank tlOved to 
~ ClWWBHtL and one to VICH'IDtm,' two re~ in 'l'HIRIVILtE. Oa:l~ Saauad fivo 
more Huu tanks w:Lth 7= guQi. \ '. •.' .,_bar iliOn ~he corning ot tho 19th tho. tour tcmks of tlx» 2nd' Plc.toon wero in 

14 road ,olock. ThO 1st Pla~n hnd tanks in LA CHAmIENlLJ VICHIDUN, am 
THmlVILLI. IntantTy puahed on troo town ot CORCIEUX to high ground OQS t of town
18')~ 1'd.th no ·~1atanco. Roads to infantl'7 objootive wer~ OOD.V:Uy t11nod. .All .. 

, , • • 
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W.RRATIV! Ql COMI"liNY>·2 FOR MONTH Ql NOrn.mTm .•~. 
~ j , ", • 

NOnMBER 1 

The 1st Platoon, supporting the 1st Battalion 143rd Intantry remained in 

tbe·t1ringpositions ot the previous day at 263.521; however. no tiring was done 

as enemy opposi ti,on was light, and tank support VIas not necessary. 


The 2nd Platoon remained deadlined. 

The 3rd Platoon remained inactive at 309.583. Attached to the 3rd Battalion 
143rd Infantry. it remained in Battalion reserve. 

NOygER 2 
. 

'!be 1st Platoon remained in the positions of the previous day, lnBattalion 

reserve (1st Battalion 143rd) 


'!'he' 3rd Platoon lef't an assembly area at B!FFON'I'AINE (310.573) at 0800 hours. 
moved 8()uthw~st along highway. route BIFlroN'l'JuNE. LES POULIERES. to positions at 
279548 and 286.549 ~o tire on targets at 283.540. 295544. an4 292.5.31 in support ot 
tbe 3rd Battalion~ 143rd Intantryo The etfect of the tire was dltti~lt to 
observe in the 4ensely wooded hills; however. enemy opposition W88 scattered 
and disorganized by the tlre,enabling the infantry to sleze and bo14 t~~ objective. 

·'~e 2nd" Pl..atoon remained in company reserve at LEPJaNGES. 

~MBErt 1 

The 1st. !latoon. still in the -same-j-"ositions;ope·nedtlre at 1900 hours on 
HIU 703. tiring on point targets located by OP ,and reconnaissance, tor approx­
imately·one ~lt hour. '. 

\iith· th~ 2nd Battalion ot the 143rd Infantry the 3rd Platoon lef't an 
assembly area at BIFPONTAINE at 1830 hours and proceeded northeast to positions at 
279.548, 286549, and 292553 to tire on targets at 283.540. 292.537, and 295554. The 
etfect ot the l.'1re,· as usual, 'WaS ditficult to ob8e"e, however. th~ success ot the 
ndssion was attested by the successful advance of the infantry to these points. 
The platoon at 1900 returned to an asse.mbly area at 247563, and remained there 
tor the night. 

:. 
, . 

NOVEMBER 4., ..1 

'lbe ri:f.t·;~iatooD remained in mobile reserve in HE~na1ONT, delivering, 
harrassing tire at night uaing indirect fireme\ho4B. ",.', .;. ". 

, .,' , . r . '.., r.', ,.. ;.~ 'J'..... ',., t· :. / ~ 
, 1'he 2M Pl~at~on was in company'reBerVe at ~P.i.iGE3. ,. , ,. , ~ 

The 3r4 Platoon in Battalion rese~e (2nd Battalion 143rd) remaine4 in 
BIJ'JUNTAINE till 1900, then lmving to tiring positione at 32Q57.5. to cover a 
platoon ot 'l'aDk Destroyers moving from the lett to the right tlank ot the Infantry 
Battalion, as they moved through exposed terri'01'7. The platoon returned to 
BIJ'lONTAIN! at 2000 tor resupp17ing. 

- . 
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00. ·C· Narrative Cont'd. 

NOVEIm1IjR 5 

The 1st Platoon remained in HERPELMON'l' in res.erve' duri~ the day; at night 
harrassiDg tire was directed OD targets selected during the day by the platoon
leader. 

" '"r,The 2nd Platoon remained ill company reserve at IEP,i.NG&S. 

The 3rd Platooll remaillE:d ill BlnoNTJ.:mE. serving 8.8 a IOObile AT detense. 

'NOVIMBER 6 

The 1st Platoon continued in reserve at HERFEUtONT. tiring IkrrUs1.ag tire 
on enemy positions at 260527~ 

t, 

TIle 2nd Platoon remained in company reserve in LEPANGKS. 

The 3m Platoon, in BIFR>NTJlINE. continued in posUion as mobile J$oT defense 
at 311515. 

··f: NOV"'M9rn Z 

The second section of the 1st Platoon, at 0600 in the vicinity ot 216519 

mved to 277516 to support a combat patrol from Company "ii.., 143rd Intantry at 

27650,,5. '!be platoonlfas unable to give sup'9Qrting tire from this position, so 

moved to positions at 276513 and fired on en~ held hooies,in thevicinlty ot 

280,,508. NeutPa1izing the targets etfectively enabled the patrol ~p gai~ its 

objective ,at about 1200. The tanks ret.ained these positions till dark, then 

returned for re_pply to 273519. The first section remained in reserve at 
. . . ,HERPDI>N'l'. 

The personnel ot the second platoon were held in reserve in LEPANGES to 

receive instructions on the ~3 (76MM Gun) tank. 


'!'he 3rd Platoon- in BIFFONTAINE serving as mobile '~T defense, w~.. held in 

readiness to harasa enemy positions in daylight by direct fire or at night by

indireot tire. 

NOVEMBER 8 

The 2nd section ot the 1st Platoon moved at 0600 hours trom 273519 to 
276513 to slli>port tompany 'e", l43rd Infantry by firing on ene~ macru.ne gun 
POsitions at 280508 successtul in its mdssion the tanks remained in this position 
till,.ark andret'urned to: 2725i9. The fir,t section rein~i!led in reserve in 
~.,' . ', . 

.,t. :'.\ . .J" .. 
The 3rd Platoon remained at BIFFUNTAINl!: vlith no change in its mission. 

Densely wooded hill,.poor roads, and wet weather making operp.tions ott the roads 
ditficult. in taot .almost 1mposs~l,e, combined to ~e, t~e"UBe-'a1~he tanks in 
this manner the only practical means ot utilising their firepower. ~I.ttempts were 
otten made during this period to maneuver tanks into positions only to have them 
bog down. cauSing the company maintainance sectiQJl ,to spend the larger part ot its 
time in retrieving tanks. lbwever, tanks were u:ted" with success in very dif,icult 
terrain by making thorough route recconnaissan~e, and surprise was otten achieved 
because the en~~ did notJIIfPect tanks to be used in such JlrraiD. as attested by
his lack ot anti-tank de~e. ... 

• 2 ­
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Co,; ~C' .N8.l"rative Cont la'" •• 
NoyEMBER 9 

At 0900 hours the 1st Platoon W88 relieved by the 2nd Platoon: and returned 
to IEPJ.NG1!'S to be held in compMY l;"eservEp and to receive instruction on the 
~3 tank (76MM Gun). 

The 2nd Platoon, relieving the 1st Platoon in HERF.tLMONT. at 0900 hours, coveo 
the second section from an a.secbly area at JUSSAROPT to firing positions at . 
27'7505 to. 8ive tire support and .flSllk protect~on to Company IA'. 143rd InfantJ:"Y at 
274508, and to Company ·C·, 143M Infantry at 270489. Enemy J1t.ld houses at 
2195-02 were taken under fire. but as these houses were not attacked, the ~xtent 
ot damase~o the ene~ was unknown. The'second section took positions for the 
night at 'Z'/'7507. The :first section remained. throughout the day in HERFELMONT in 
position to gUard against possible counter-attacks tram LhVELlNE or ~. 

!be 3rd Platoon remained in BtFPONTAtNE as mobile reserve to p,repent possible 

c~t~r-attacks tram t'EPAXE. 


NOVEMBER 10. 

The 1st Platoon continued in reS'31', in LEPi.NGES being trained in the use of 

the ~3 tank. 


, '!he 1st section of ,the 2nd PIa'toor. :t"·.::mained in HERPEIMONT with the .same 
mission ae: the pre'VioU8 day u s''he aeoona sec":ion' c6ntizi~~d to advance beyon.6 
JUSSARIJPT to the vicinity of 280.509,,11o o::tneT:l.v f)pposi tion was encoUntered, and 
PQ.itiona ~re·taken to prevent counterat'!iacks lrom the v.icinity of GRANGltS and to 
ploot'&ct a bridge at 284507. At 1900 one J~ank from the section wi,th~ew to 
JUSSAtvPr, to resupply, and returned to its former position at 2100 hours t, 1ihen the 
other tankot the section returned to JU9SARUFT, resupplied, and returned to 
~sition at 2300 hoUfs. 

The 3r d Platoon was still held at BIFPONTAINE. its mission unchanged. 

NOVEMBER 11 

The 1st Platoon continued in reserve in L~PANGFS taking instruction on the 
~3 tank while the platoon leader reeonnoi tere.d routes tor operations in the 
Vicini ty ot UVEUNE and IACHAPElLE. 

;. 

'lbe sscon. section '01' the 2nd Platoon moved· ~.nto firing positions at 
280510 to repulse possible counterattack anJ to protect the left flank of the first 
Battalion~ '143rd Infantry. The first section mo\Ted to P.O~i tiQns at .26e.509.to ~ 
support Compan:,y "A's advance to its objective at ~15P~. Firl'ng8J>Pt~~\elY 
thirtY'round& ot."HE.. 1§J.t4, ~d lOO.~, rounds of 3'peatibFe, th~ ;tank~ F~~ced . 
• eve~l en~ machi:IYe .'gun' nests, 'an~ nwne:r0}l.s en~ ,l·i.fleme.n'r.~nab~ing tbe iAtantJ:"Y 
toatt~;n ita· obojecti Ye. - !!be ,.tirst:'~e,~t'i,~p ret.Urned to.. ~P.r. :at 190(),. as 
Battalion reserve, ," .- .", , .'. ~ , "!". ". . 't 1:, 

~ . , 'I· • ..... .', c•• ~ .'" ••-- ~ 0, • 4 . 1\" ,. . . ; ~: t I,' 

.. Th~.'3rd P1a~oo~· poslti(,n and rJi~¥O~fO•.ui~~'d .. w~~.i'e... t)w plat~on' 
leader reOddAoiteredpossible routes tor u~e in :fUture operations. ' 

• 

, 1'. 



Nm¥miB 12; 

'lbe tirst aectioD. ot the lat Pl~toon • .upportiD& tile adTance ot the tb11'd 

Battalion, 14,rp IDtant17 from la4VEUm: to ~, m"ed with the torward 

-elementa ot the intatry, ,tiri~on houa•• at 281536, nwtrali'Z1D8 'tour machiDe 

SUnl, and capt~1D8 elaTen priaQDers, ~ber enelD7 opposition (machine &UD8, 

lnt~try) 11188_ en.ountered at ~, ooordiaate. 28&,52&, where one tank bit 


'aD' At cine. Mlnes impedill8 further adTance the tanks" coYered the further adYance 
.. 	 ot the irirant17trom tht. po.Uion. At 1800, the mines cleuee! h'om the road, 

the .eo'10n mOved into det8D8iTe poaitions in ~.to preyent ~~. oounter 
, 	attack from 'the Yicinity ot 0lW0ES. 

, , 	 ' 

The second section moved to-laCHAPELLE. at 1200 hours to preyent counter­
. :at"taoka tran tbe Yicinity ot the town of IVOOX (3105.39)... 

.. 
'lbe 2nd and 3rd Platoona remained 11\ J'tlSSARUF'l' and BIPFON'l'AINE, respectively,

in Battalion reserve. . ,. 

NOVEMBER 13 

The ~rst aection of the 1st Platoon, supporting the ,rd Battalion, 143rd 
Iritantry femained in reserve· in lm40NTZEY. ~be seco1\d section of the l~t' .Platoon 
..sisted intant17 in, clearing the enemy out of the Vicinity of·2995.37. destroying 
approxiriiately 15 enemy rU'1eman. and two Jr.achine g\ln nests. thus a110wiflg the 
l1'1f~t1'7 to' conaolidateour linu~ on tr..e sou.th side of mLL 709. The mission 
oom;pieted•. the second section !'et'L',rneu to LciCHA-PEL:E at 1900 ror !'esupply.
r· 	 . 

'1'be' 2nd Platoon IOOved from JU33ARUFT ~,n nupport of the 1st Battalion, 14.3rd 
Intantry in its attack toward CHAMPDR.:..Y. Er.eny opposition was very light, and 
tank support was not needed. The platoon took firing positions at 283496, and 
remained therefor the night aa mobile reserve to prevent possible counterattacks 
from GRi.1G!!S. 

'.lbe 3rd Platoon lOOyed trom assembly area at BIJ'FONrAINE (318.576) to support b;, 
tire tbe 'adTance 'o't the 2nd Battalion, 143rd Intantry in 8l\ attack on u:comms 
JIOONil'AIN' (318551) • '!'he mission successful. the platoon returned to BIJ'FONTJJNE 
at 1830 tor re8Upp1y~ and remained for the night in Battalion !eaerve• 

.' 'r 
... - • t... 	 ' 
: .• ' .,NOVEMBER 14 

'r: ,";' ",", , 
> 

, ; 

,~ q :The first" ~ec'hoD ot'the i~t ~la.toon len: mMON'rZEY :at oSoo su'pportl~ tbe 
3rc1' Battalion- 143rd Wantry in· an attack aourtheE.lSt to t'he town of GRi~. No 
en~.. ~re' en~untered on ~~ att~~ .toward ~~Glt:!3. and ~t 113.0· hou!~ the tanks 
ebt~~,~. taking .t~ pJ;"ispner'.' , )bT1Zl& to 29649' the p1~to0D: 'took up , 
detensive' positions to. prevent enemr d9Unterattacks ~or the vicinity of LES VO~• 
.i~t 1400' the second' section of the 1st Platoon left an assembly area at L\. CHiJ'EUE 
in ~p~~ of 'Jthe .infantry in an attack on 1J.NAY, No oppiositio~ ~~s encountered, 
the e~,eot1vel'~e1n:g reaolled .at ~7Q.O", where t~e 'o)ol·1.on remained 11\ d+f'epsive . 
lX'slii-on8 'tdr :the ,tllght. ' . '1 . r," '-. 1',' '\ ".' >, .,' 

• ,,~I " 

The Ind Platoon supporting t~ilsl' &~talion 01' the 143r4 Intantry, advancing 
nol'theast from CHAMFDRAY toward G&:.NGES was to enter the town 0: QRANGES from the 
southwest. The mission ~ not completed however. as the tanks had to e~t the 
construction of a bridge at 291498. There was no possio1e bypass around the 
obstaole, and the P1atoo.emained there for the night. • 

\ 	 • 4 ­
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, 0:>. ' "C~ Narrative Cont 'd~ '" t , .............~ ',~ • 

~ ;~',' +_ .• ; • • 

, ' The 3rd ,Platoon moved tram BiFPoNTJfrN.t at 3'1957& in tactical march through 
I..1!'$ 'POtmIERESto 290552 Sauth to ~ ~~, then nortmtbt to 30454? 8UPPO~Ung 
the advan::e of ~he 2nd Be.ttalibiii'14~,'Infe.ntri to PO.ltio!l~J,at 315554; then South 
to 'the. town o!, tvOUX. and soui:heut '106, 'l55~.. Two v~hiclea were stuck ,in the 
md at: 314529. ~ The r~inder ot the platoon r~~ned J1e~efor the night. tu.'rtlher 

advan~e being ~~mpraotioal because of the ,ditficult terrain• 


. .' - . . 


'NOYfiMREB ~ 


,: _'~ ,~e "PJ.r.st ~lat09n remained in GRANGES in.a 
• 
detensiv~,positlonr,and as rooMle 


re~~ un.iil..llOO, ,and J"eturned to CHAMP LE ,DUC in regimetltal reserve. 


~ 2nd Platoon mved at 12,30 hours from position at 29149B to CHiJdl? u: DUC 
, as regtment,a1 re.8l'7B". • •. " 

• ', • ~ I . .. • 
,:, ,~ "~The3rd Platoon IOOvet:l at 1200 hours from 314529 to' CH/iMP"U' DuC,' also as 


regimental J"e,erve. . ' ~ . !; 

\, ... ) ... " . .. 

~ . : ... : 1,,;. ~ 

1[' U i'MI .itiscsag reii~ved, Compan..v "C!! was ~1!2'c!!wh-fep~e 01' tlliS tartS :£10. 

rest ana reorganization. 


, ~., ', .. 
.. ....". . . .- '~/; ,~ .~.. • 

, , .' " .' • ' • ' ," ~, • ;, ' • "" .',' , T ~ , 
!be~Q,~p'8!lY,1n.qre~~mental.. :~G3S: 18 3,'; CH.~11P IE UJC.t . reorganized the platoons, 

pro'ti.de~ ~lean -<,loth.sF" • 'and a i_f";·,.~e.'~ of: c:;nJi';J:i- fc::, tank creWE wl:o t.ad not been 
able 1;0 bk"awilY~ from the::'r ~;an:~c l:)r S~7~1';-..i.J,(c~1~f'. ~bralc was good at t~is 'U~, 

_CODBidEtri~,t!!~ l,e~h of time the cumpaI!Y t9.ux..::n'in c-ombali (since the l5th~.' ' 
ot ~t)~ 'a~d the·:fae~ that fighting O'V9r ve-..:y ai:t':t'ieuliJ tel"rain made it v~ti' • 

.ditri~lt ;to .Jil4ke ,1U,lluse ot the tanr.s fi~c puwer 8l..d shock ac~io.:1.. 1!!n~ -', 
morale 'Was' ".1.:so good~ mainly because th') w')ath~r, and the terrain suited his type. ',.. ./ ... . . 
of deten$lve warfare. 

The 1st Platoon remained in CHAMP LE DUC, , while the platoon leader 
reconnoitered routes tor future operations& 

I 

'l'be 2nd Platoon z:x>ved to service company to take over 5 M4A3 tanks (7&144 
guns) and prepare tor a three dey period of schooling at the 1st ArIoored Group' 
School. ' 

The 3rd Platoon recained in CHAMP LE DUC, the platoon leader reconnoitering 
tor P?Ssibl~'rqutes tor future operations. 

i· ' 

NOYIG£lEB 18 

![be 1st :Platoon, attached to t~~ l.s. Batt;al1gn J.43rd Intantry{'let;t' tbe 
usemb1y area at CBIMF I.E Duo at 0800 hoUrs,' mbved through 13IPTON'l'AIN! on 
ae~ndary J:lOuntain roads' to an assembly area. at 35lt5SS,. ArriviDS at tlU,s ,l>08itlon 
at 0930, t~ platoon waa held in readi~e.l!~w~l~_ 1i,,,;;pla1;o~n l,eadei", ~~·'pla~~~~ • 
serseant rO'oonno1tered routes and P<'sl'rt~l)8 ..t,¢t., an:at.tack on 19'h NQ.vEimber.," 

. ..~. r ~j..~.'" I ~I ~ ,j, : ~ • ,. ,,'." A. ...~"" .. " <I ;,"..... \ 

'!be 2nd :Platoon was 'do1na me:.t.nt8ittahc~ ~~r~ ~dtpr~p~1~ to~ schooling 
with nrs~. ~red GrQU~. 

," - 5 ­
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The 3rd Platoon moved trom assembly area at CHAMP LE DUC at, e44.5 through 
BROYER1!S, LES POOILLIERJ!'S, BIFJONrAINE, U. HOUSSIER!!: to town ot VANDroN'l' (363560). 
Houtes and positions tor the attacks ot ~he 19th were reconQo~t~red by ~he platoon
leader. . . ' . . 

'!'he company headquarters and maintainence' sectiQn moved. to BIFFONl'J..INE. 

The. 1st Platoon, in support of t!\e 1st Ba~ta.:aon 14.;rd Infantry. moved. f1'oP,1 . 
3585£38 to tiring positions at 382592, ar.d r-enll'iwQ :'n t.hi:? position i:1actjvQ 
because the intantry took their objectiya 'iiit:"ou' o;'podt::'on" 

. The 2nd Platoon moved to R.~V:-LL:P:},.s io:,~ tl.1.::'eo do.ys instr'lction on the· 
!4A3 tEmk (76~! gl1n) (' 

The -,3rd Platoofl suP:9ortir.g the 3rd Battalion ()f th;) 14';;rd Inf'antry remained 
at 363560. in &ittalion ~'eserv<:l, & er:.al~ '.)r.'.;Jo<,:~ :; __ .0...... W3£1'lO l:'gh'~ -I;::at it (lid not 
call tor the use of ta'1ks ~ 

The 1st Platoon in':"1uPIlor-'- ai' the 3~c HE';l.o'.i.on 143rd Infantry moved to 
the vicinity ot ST LEONiJID (410578) and fir.ad 0:'. ·~9.rgets (3 maciune gun nests. 
1 - 20"" gun, enemy infantry) in the vic.inity ot 430575. J.s there ne.d tor the . 
tanka as de,ense in ST LEONARD the platoon returned to Si..RUI'T (398376) tor resupply
and,maintance work. 

the jrd Piatoon SUpported the 1st Battalion ot the 143rd Intan~ry b~ tire 
from high ground west ot ANOtJU) at 395559. where the first section took positioXUS. 
The second section remained in reserve at LA COTE (374556). 

N0Yf'§PIiB 21 
'.' 

--';~e 1st "Platoon, in support ot the 3rd Battalion of the 14,rd Intantry at 
0700 moved from SARUPl' to ST LEONARD. The second secUon moved with the torward 
elements ot the infantry to IE 3OUCHE. while the first section remained in ST 
LEONARD to cover by tire the advance ot the second section. The mission was 
successful wi. thout incident. and at 1600 the second section returned to ~ LEONARD 
tor the nigl1t. . 

The 3rd Platoqn support.ins the 1st Battalion, 143RCT,~vedthefirat 
seetion to SImarrrE .where it remained in reserve. The 'second section' rauned 
at 393558 in tiring position. No firing 'I'I~s, done~ 

IlQYFiDffliR ,22 
. , 

The 1st Platoon, 'lIUpporUng the 3rdBe.t'tal~o~ '14,RC'l' 'lett an' a88~~i area 
at gr LlONAU) at 0'30 ~s and I!X)ved .to fpo&ftfcins east ~ aT~ LECIWW to,.~-pport 
b)r tire the Battalion in'reaching i~s· obJ~;C~iV~' ~',43057S.· F1rin& app~opU)BtelY 
15 rounds, 7S~ HE reduC.~d two ~machine~ltPOpit~o~, ", ..' . ~•. 

• 
The 2nd Platoon ret~rnea fram the Is' Armored Group School to an assembly 

area in the vicinity ot lAWUSSlERE (350557). • 

1 . ~ '. 6 ­
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The .3rd Flatoo.n .supportingtne 1st &ttali6n 143•.moved trom SINOOUTTE 
to tlie vicinity ot,I.E SQUCRE (41B.55~) •• to support' by tire the Battalion. in taking 
the high ground East ot LE S0:UCHE. ~~ng appri:>ximate~y' 170 roun!is 0.,: Hi- on 
enq- strongpoints in houses and 1500 rounds of 30 calibre, t~e platoon: disorganized 
the eneI:W, enabling the infantry to ~~ts o'b5(7Cltive. The platoon spent 
the night in VENCHEHES (minus one tank' whi....ch had bo[\ged ~own tryir.g to manouver 
'off the roads). 

NO~ ?3­
The'lst Platoon supported the 3rd Battdl iv!' .Ll:3:"'d Infe.ntr~·t at ('70C IJlf)7b,g 


1'rom ST LEONARD on road ~t to M/~T (452:)79" One, tank W[,8 put out of 6,('t::..o'J. 

(broken trnck and tlatt.n'ed bogie Wheel) by a .n~,~.;l' how~ve~'no enenw- oppi)~ii;ion 

was ~ncountered, and the platoon remained at ~RAY to~ ~h~ night, 


'., , '!,'
The 2nd Platoon remained in reserve at the compeny rear, in LA HOUSSIERE. 

,'or ,I' 

"The, 3rd "Platoon in support ot the 1st ~attalio~ 14.3;r-d IPfantry D:)Ved from 

VENCHEBl!3 along trail eeet through wooded country to 456558." Ftring 100 rounds 

qf' ~ 'and 2'000' roUnds ot 30 oalibre, the tanks ldlled e.n estimat'8d.35?enei2(1-r.' , 

infantrY~·':':ft1ep1atoon ,return<.d to VEN~ES tor the ni'ght. -as there WaS, no place 

'Q set'oft;the roed to clear it as a,suPPly l'oute in ~;b.,~ forward po'si{t"ioa~f .t, 


.; . ':-\".~. - -.! :. 

,liQYgarga 

The'.lst Platoon'supporting the 3.rd Battalion 143rd Intantry D:)ved from 

PDstt{ona';.at 460576 Northeast. encOU;Iltert~ no ene.It\Y oPPOsi~ion' and :reacbec1· 

8785.80 ~re they, set' up firins posit~oDf ~d remained tor the',JU.p,tJ.1 :'f' 


. , " .' .... ,. . 
The 2nd Platoon remained in company.reserve at SINGOOTTE. 

Tlie .3rd Platpon. in support of the lst Battal,ion 143rd Infantry JOOved from 
VENCHImIl;S along trail East to LE CHIPAL. " Ene~ lOOrt,e.l' fire and ;snip$X'" 'encountered. 
One mrtar and approxamately 10 enemy destroyed. The platoon rame.inec1: i-.. 
Battalion reserve tor the night 'in 'J;ECalPAL. 

~25 

'Th~ 'company,a.sein6iJd at 0999, ~ours '~i iA CROIX awe.iting orders trom ROT 
14.3 tor an aaministrative march to .~~ ~IE."! AUX M:,t:NES. 

The 1st Platoon lett LA CROIX to Join Company 'X', 14.3rd Infantry at 
RAm40NT .to assist in clearins eneI!G' trom houses. at 512.581 and 510597. The mission 
was accQmpllshed with 30 roun.d's :ot HE. and,t.he~ platOozt return~d \0 LA CROIX at 

, .., "'. ' .". ~ ., . . 
11.30. At 2200 the platoon lett U CROIX to join' 'I' Compa.n)""'at'.U TROCHE to assist 
lnclearing the ene.It\Y from 59~84. En~ stJ"ongpoint in a house 1'I8S oleared by 
20. ~nt!aof 16. !Ii: ',and AF..' ~. ~s&~n w~ ..,ompleted at' ~200. 26th November, 
wbere Jllpon the platoon returnee! ;~9:~..' .: "_, :. ,',' :' 

". .. .. .. 
The 2nd Platoon remained "l!t;--U 'CPlCB in reserve. 

I,' ._\,. .' 

., The 1st aectlonot the ,rd Platoon' IDOTed to I.E CHIFAL at 1200 to assist the 
P1rst Battalion, 143rd Intantry in cleU'iDg the woods 10C yards east ot the town. 
OppOsition w~s 'lighter'then antiCipated and the seo'1on was not comnitted. and 
remained in the town for the night. 

- 1­
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Co. ·C· Narrative Cent 'd. 

At 1200 hours the company less the 1st Platoon JOOved in an administrat1 ve 

march fromU CROIX to STE MARIE AUX -MINES, a distance of 11 miles, andc}.osed in 

the town at 1430 hours. 


. :' 

The 1st Platoon, released from • I. Company 14.3rd -at 1200 hours. joined' t M!, ' " .. 
compa,nyf" in regi.l:lental reserve at STE MARIE AOX MIN!S ~t 16.30, hours. ' " 

" . 
At 1600 hours the 3rd Platoon JOOved from CompaDt assembly area to establish 


a road block at '612606 with CoJDP8DY: ·4.... 143r.d Intantr,.. where further advance 

was impeeded by e~ road~10ck (ab8i'l. covered by 2 machine guns). The machine 

guns silenced by 5 Z'OWlds ot 75* HE. the platoon set up road block, awa!.ting 

the clec:r.ing ot the abat.~. 


N01TF.MR1ijR f7, 

The l~t Platoon, alerted at l,239 'h9Ur;" moved to I.E cmpAL~and r.«tported 

to 14l ROT.. Attached to the 2nd Battalion 141. the platoon moved to ~ 

(472544) where, they remained tor the· ni-sbt. _. 


<. 

The.' '2nd Platoon remained in regimental reserve• 
• 4. '''". • 

The jib., PlAtoon' conti~ued the extension ot the roadblock. ,the· abe" having 

been clearea; to 623587. No enemy opposition wa~' encountered to ~nis point, 


leYEMBER 28., 

.~ ~. :. .... • r f. ~, • 

; The 1st l>IatoOrl, in support ot the 2nd Battalion 141st Intantry, IOOved .from 
SAROPl' . J;o "'tir)~i'bsit.1.ons ~t 492523 • .w~ere ,one en~ tank and enemy infantry 
ot comPaiiY',8't~engthl.i'e encountered. The tanks were unable to locate the 
position of the' cn. tank (or SP) but destroyed 20 to 30 enemy infantry. tiring 
100 round" .HE and 10 rounds .AP,' plus 1500 rounds 6t 30 calibtte•. 'lhe platoon 
returned to ~ tor 'tfle· night tor· resupply and :ma.intenance. " 

. , 


':·..·'f,~·.!'t • 


~e 2nd Platoon.' ini'support of,.the 2nd &.ltt~ion 14.3rd I21fantry attacking 
east along inain road East: from ST E MARIE AUX 'MINEs, STE CROIX AUX MINES. and 
LIEFVRE, moTedtroIllcompanyarea at STE,MARIE N.JX MINES to UEPVRE where it was 
stoPPE-d by a blown bridge at: -2030 hours,. 'The platoon cleared STE MARIE at 
1630 hours. 

The 1st Platoon was relieved troIl;l it. roadblock mission with 'the 1st 
Battalion l43rd at l2,30 hours, and returned to compaIW bivouac area at STE MARIE 
AUX MINES on a one '~ alert as re~ntal. reserve. 

..... 
~ ',,, . N9VJll&'il i.9 

The ist Platoo~' t~k firj~~ ,~ali~19'~,~~: t~ iT~C~~i~y,'ot 49.5526 at 0730 
hours. remaining in tha~: posUion untl1 .. ~ighpfaJ..i·,wt~.~ut' incident. at which 
time the second se'cUon was wi tbdrawn to a de.'tens1ve) P0a1-t1-on at 4835,1. while the 
tirst section was withdrawn to aAiIJPl' to be ~eld in Battalion reserve. ' . 

-, 8 ­
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Co. ·C. Narrative Cent'd·.­

The 2nd Platoon, attached at 0030 hours to the 3rd Battalion l43rd Infantry, 
moved along trail Southeast to 6cn606 where it was- stopped by an ene~ aba"tis. and 
remained here from 0530 hours until the next morning while -engineers cleared 
the road block'. 

The 3rd Platoon was still held in regimental reserve in STE MARIE on a 
one hour alert. 

NOVfiMBfS 10 

The situation of the 1st Platoon remained unchanged. 

The 2nd Platoon oontinued on road leading generally southeast toward 
KINTZHEIM, meeting no en~~ oPPOsition and advanoing to 736621, where an enemy 
roadblock was enoountered oovered by three or tour maohine guns and enemy 
infantry of platoon strength. The enemy oPPOsition at the road block wes nullifiec 
by 2.5 rounds of 76lJM and 75W HE, plus 1500 rounds of 30 calibre. The platooI~ 
returne.d to 720613 to resupply, awaiting the clearing of the road l;~lO('k. 

'1'he situat ::"on of the 3rd Platoon remained unchanged. 

,(­
d.) 
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~~'JD!j 753RD TANK BATTALION e 

APO 117$8, U. s. JlrItI¥ 

UNIT DLJrr FOR R:>VEMBER 19Wa 

1 November 44 
Disposition of B~tt~i~n: 

Battalion 8::>: BRUIE...~ 
Compa=v ':J~1t : ...\t'~ached l42nd ReT 
Oanp~ :'B" ! ,At'i;ached 1c42nd. ReT 
Ccx:Ipan:y 110 II Attached 143rd ReT 
Company :tDtI ~~ttached 442nd ReT 
X BattE'ry Reinforcing !1ros of .9.3~d AFfI Jp.t:;el:LC!:) 
S ~-i('.e r.c. : Vi~::.m:~y LE P.ANOIlB 

." 
Each canpa~~r ;n....P.:'X-'rted. the' l:llit ';;'0 whiuh U vre.s at'c,<:.cllc,d, 1u::n1::, 1':L:...g . 

close fira &UP,c':'1. ~or tho jm:antry, an(I'·tanks 1c:" dU€nsivf.) posit:..on.. alD :c'oad 
blocks. ' 

~ lioveIr'.ber. I d~ 

No ehange ::.r.. J:fspos it10J"', ';)7:),)1, ,:~a::"~ al~.on: a.."'ld ~he cO!l1pallie'J Cl)nt~trgd 
to support th!J j ni'an"l"V' • 

, 
. ~ "A" vms dota.tnea. tram ltanri RC'l'1.lId att:lch~d .iA- ::.klstRCT. lli 


ohanp in disposition of r(;;tDl.\.i.~"!crof :9a.t....alicn, Compc...rrJ ":,)11 had one tank, 

knocked oat by a~ artUlm-y fire Wbll.l s·:p-;;'):·t.ing ul~lJCnts of 442m RC'J. 


4 NovombJr "4 ... 
Disposition remained unchanged, eXCept that or~ platoon of Comparv ,''Au 


lI88 at\achec:lto am jowd 7th ROT, 3rd Infantry DiYision at 17,30..1. 


S November 1944 

Platocm of Comp.alv 1l·,A" was relieved trClll 7th ROT and attached to Wnd 

RCT. CoJllPBD7 "Btl 10lt om tank to anav bazooka lIhUe support1ng b42nd 001'. 

Diapaeition of nmaindar of Batta1~n 1IDChanpd. 


6.,....~ 

Ccmpaqy lIJ)-lai' one \eDt \0 eD8I9 artiUeJ:7 ~, and C01IIpaIV "B. had 

ODO tank knoclcad ou\ b;r aD 8ft811l7 besooka. No ch&ft&ij in attacl8onts. I' 


T liIWmber W. ''. 

I' ;' ... 

.. 1·• 

. I 

I 
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~1ne4 a.\tacba4· to .142m RC!'. in l'oPDontal rosCJt'V'e·. CeI))«I" IIQU OOftu..m.cl \0 
support llarcl RCT, turniehinl dotons1~ .-nd Mraasibg fires. 

. . 	 9 Nov(illbar 1s4 

'eomPa.r.. "..... was 1 c1etac.1w.d ft'am14lst·a~ J.h2Dd HOft.am was attaCbetl to . 
tho lOOth Intarr1a.'7 DiT1aion.' '!he cOJllPflZW' ...-'led noin1't.y l'SNOON, in proparat­
ion tor tbe movo to looth Infantry Diri8ion soctor. Om pla\oon of COq:w\f "D" 
was detached from It!2nd ReT, ru¥i was also attached to the looth Infantry Division 
1110 platoon assemb:icd in BRUYERE3, prior to moving to lOOth Infantry Division. 
CccpaI\V' lIB" oC':l'iii"lllej to sanr.ort 14200 RCT while Company "011 in support, of l.43rd 
ROT. cont1nued'~ l'\nmS:l ~e~ive a'ld harll8singfires., 00mpalli1 11])11 (-) -remained 
in rogimentaJ. ros~""'o fo~ 1.~2n~.RCT tic:l.lliV BELlI>NT" prepared to no'\fo to . 
southern odgD of iJ(11RE~ DOJltNAO.'P.: on callo I Battery continue:! ,to r<3info!"Co fi::-c~ 
of 93rd iJ!A Bcr~t.a..i~on" 

10 NcTromber 44 
, . , 

OoIlpa~-II.&~tI sti:l aasamb:i.od :In TENDON p.."~,or to ll~ 'Co lootl: L'1fa:'..~ 

Diviaion arl)O.. Cc.:,::,pu\V ..p'! supported lat· and ~rd Bl":'.taJ,ior.s, 14~nd Re::;, ;:~iJ, _~o 

"C" conti.nuod tv furnish cl::u'C'nsive anc. !ll'rass:l.r.g :"i'!.'os -!:or IllJrd RC.:'. (:OD.pa:.\y 

liD" (-) reoa.ined· in :':'egimem.al r9scrvc vicinity BII;LMON't', "Nhllc Ol!C ~,a'OOo.n . 


.	attached to. lOOth Intar£:;r.y Div:t.slon, is 'stUl assembled in BRUY&Uii () :Ii: Battery 

1'8inforced tires of 9;\rd it.F;.~ Batt.--u..iorl.. ' 


J1 NcY'."cmoor h4 

CGnpaIV" u.i~" and one platoO'l Comparw :·D" closed ill asse..:il",ly' ~~ ~Ticin:Lty 
of BACICIlU.~dur1ng' JOOnlir.g.' ~t.h a.t-~~lC'.d t.o lOOth :til'P.nG."'Y niv5si)n. OJmpany
''B" cont.imJect 'be ,s\lPPort 142m. ROT, and COl:.lpa.;W ,le ll I:Ja:u:ta:noo d£.:fa~;sive podt1o!l5 
tor 143rd BeT. C~ 'ID" (...) was dctachoc. /1JD. )42nd. Re': I'lnd o.ttachoci ';.0 lhlst 
ReT. '1hO ootlpalV (-) asSODbl3d :in BR'UI'ER&S p:~ior to tlo·ring to l41.'3t ReT sootor. 
Ono ~ Headquarto1'8 COIlpaIV, JiIOvert into £i."'ing po:;; ition vicinity BE[JI.ON't BIld 
.f:Lrocl »0. ~ harassing t'Jr: far Div:ision ilrt:U1ory. X Bo.ttolJ' continued to 
ro1ntorco tirca of 93rd i3'A Battalion. 

12 Novonbor ·1944 

~ PAIl ( ..) suppOl'tGd olamonts lOO'h Int~ Di'ris ion. Co~" "Bit: 
aa1nta1ned pos1tio~ in suppori'-l12nd ,RCr. C~ "CII ac'i~ oss1atod GliXllente 

l4Jrd BOT in tald.n, am secur1ngA1JII)lIrZEr, d4.1i1g tho surrondGr o:t 11 o~. 
noutralls1nc 4 OIOV moh1no .-, aDd tlJio~olose tU'e aupport to, tho
1nfal1tz7. '1be eoqmuy tiNd 50 ~~ HI:aD4 ~,.q of .)0 oal. CompaJ\y 
11D" attachod to lJa1a' act in _s~ area 'rio .. 'l'BHDOH. (h) platoon Cla:lpen.r'I])" supported ttlonGnte la)th lDt4JltI7 D1Yf.a1cll, aD1 X Bat1ery !CWOI'm t1roe 
Qf 93z'd oA3.-l Battalioa. 0rJg tank CDr1iI~ ..... ~ 0. "" an oxplosiTO cha.atso 
Vic1n1V ~m. '. . 


13~W. 


SaecDd p\atoon CalpaZW' "A" ."~'" RCf, lQ()th' IataDt17 DivisionJ 

~.f:::ao:~t!t=dR~,~~h~m&n\17·::'~~~~.:c!~=: 

".:i." ~.\anlQI) co18d tD lat Almorod ~ ·SPool._Y1e1n1t)r RiJ.mERVD,T.ERS for 

..~~ ~1V','llu lOIlUzl.aad to .~n~ B¥'"W ~W.,1IC,11 ~bec1 

fi:re.I\lPQort tor 1hJI-d ROf. X Bnttery "intoNed t1rea 9)Id ~i7.~ Battalion. Co 

lID" 1n Nterve at 'ltHlX>I tor l4lst ReT. 

-2­
f.. . • 	 • 
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tb1t DiaJ'1 for Nov 44 (cont'd) 

1.4 November 44 
No chango in attachoents.. ~ ItA" (-) and om platoon Ocapa1'l' In.. 0 __..,ed to to support; elomente lOOth Infantry Div.1aiom. One platoon' Conp~ JIll" 

..S~ :La aellool at 1W.fBERVILLEm. Co~ liB:: still attached to 142nd RO'l. 
000 tank was disabled by mine. Company "on ma1n:iAU.ned dGfonsivtl pOsitions 1n 
s\apport of 143rd ROT. rJCIlJ.!)a.ny "D" {-) remained i,r ~ervo for l41st RCTTdth one 
ptatoon nt 'london ann nr.cthcr1 at LAVEr.1NE~ X Battory ccnti~ucd to :roinfen-co fires 
of 93rd ,,'3A Bdtal1o:l. . . 

. '.; 

".', 
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tmit Diary -tor Nov 44 (com'd)· 

" 




• • 
~;l- -'" •.. " 

"" ., . 
Unit Dic.r.r for Nov b4 ,(C(?J1t 1d) 

. ,,';1/ ,"'.~\:, 

'\l~.;I' 24 NoVember 44 

Oanpaqy lib." assembl-ed in SENOREl3 tor short period of rehabilitation i 
and maintenance. One platoon compony "B" continued to support l42nd in its, 
drive toward 3T YARIE ,AUX lIIliES, while another platoon renained' in reserve tor 
)rd Dnttal.ion l42nd ReT at l.UlDRAY. UbA3 tanks returned trom RiuIDE:WD.,LERJ. 
CompDJ:V "C" continuod to Q,ctively support eleoonts l43rd ReT and Comp~ "DlI(-) 
reJlUlinod o.ttac~d to l~t, :Jl.9T, ,supporting attack ot 2nd Battalion in ettack on 
FRUZE. X Batter;y QOnt~' to re1n.torce tires ot 13200 F..~ Battalion.

2, ~iember 44
' .... 

ComP8I\Y nl~1I remained in 100 Intan~ Res,erve at JER>RE3. FirSt platoon 
Com~ ''13'' attached to 3rd Battru.ion 142m RCT, attncked enat:ty roa" block at 
V 549616,f1red, ton rounds HE at 1a1.ock, destroYing at least ono onm:Iy tulchine 
gun-. Two., I'lJ" CanpalW", tanks were,knoc,ked out by AT tirO. Platoon navod into
3m liUUE ·..JJllJIN1!8 when block was cleared. SocoDi'platoon moved into sm !LillIE 
with 1st IJattqlion, 142nd ROT during darkness 2"'26 Noveabcr. 'lbird platoon con­
tinuod c.nn~ and s towing ,of new tanlcs. C<l'lpalW"OW risscbJ.ed :tn LA CROIX 
with 143rd ROT wh:Uo two platoons Compa!)\{ "D" continued to support l4lst RCT. 
0110 platoon attached to looth Wantr.Y Division reserve at SB1I>RB3 • X Bat~ 
cont1nuq,clto re1ntorce tires ot 132z;d 7.1 Dattal1on, and Battru.ion CP tloved~ to 
VEPJ!:LLIER&, v1~__ JWJ DB LAVBLIHE. " 

, . 

26No...-r ,11k" "', ' 



Unit Diary for NOV'·44 (contl~) , .' r' , 
~. . ' ­

was Attached to Task Force ~ at 203~J IaOVi.pg ',Out toward VltL DE VILLE at 
20~\. !bird pl.a.toon Cmpal\t:;"n" supported 2ndBattalio~' 142,ncl ReT in attaok 
to ~.~ VblftZLLE. ~ ItC" ccntinued to support143rd BeT with one platoon' 
att...,.bed to llals\ BCt~ 'Biis platoon KOod one ~ tnnk. 'l'hird platoon COIlPany 
lID", wi\h lat Ba~ l41st ROT, wUs engaged :in tiro tight at daylight with 
~ Waqt.u' "c_d 1ntUtt'~tQd.,1nto position,during night. ana tank WLlS 
knooked out;.. bf lJ11~ka. cmd ill :~..·'1..~dede. ~ptlent. -On anoth~ .1sank TroS burna.d" The
IWi'\oon tha~ 1ftl8 .~d to J.()(')\H~an DldalOn l"G~ the Coc.parw'. X 
Ikttar:r continued to I'eintorea'til'es 132M '.i.. De:t4al1<>n. , ~ ~ ." . 

29 lfovomber hk. .. 
',.' ". 

Dattnlion ep, S'm lL'JUE AUX MI. 

Coq)!'''y ~~. (-)'. DLvis'ion reserve· viciniv YllS1WlJi.OH 

a.. plato,on U~i. It 00. il:~tached 1U2nd RCT " 


. "~aJ¥ IID~('!"'): .li.ttachod 142m .ReT ~' 
'lQivf platoOri "B" Co: .Attached 143rd aCT. . 

\ 'CoopaDy "C": dna platoon attached l4lst ROT 
: . ,'One platoon attached 142nd ROT 
;, ' One platoon, attached 14)rd ROT. 
~ lIDu' (-): DiT.is:l.ori ReServe fl.e1D1ty REMD.ACB . . 
X Datte:ry: ReintorcUigtd.Ms132nd FA. . ,... '. .. "':' . 

J. 

. ~. 
,:. I 
.' , . 

~'! .~ 

~ ••.. 'J' 

, ." 
.~ . 

. ' , 
I, 
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COMPANY 'A' , 

7.53RD TANK Bl'l'l'ALtON . ; 


JfARRA.'1'ID gz CCMPANX 'A It m zgg ~ N0Jl!iMBP4,~ 

NOVEMUR A 
. 

Company assembly &rea in '1'ENJ;)ON (212..472)_. Retreiver and crew 8tUl rorking 

in 2nd plat<IDn assembly position 'iii "~r. !/l~.~; ReT to 'retrei.v e two tanks which bed 

become bogged down in soft ground afte:' ;t"'3co:ma:~ssance of platoo]( 1eed'ertwe.s 

ignored. Service Company retrei':'"er re'~\Jr,ued to their or(;)~ F'.Her brs'lking 1ts 

cable. Engineers were assis.A;ing in the retreivirg ~y ru.i~ d-Lr..g :3. nf,W :.:oad to t1:le 

site. 


1st platoon (.3 tanks) remained in ~~8 assembly posit·ton awai ti.llg t-l 911pport 

misBion with the 142 .roT. < 


, '; 

:3rd platoon still engaged in ~oving gUn mis aioD.Efrin' 'tW· _ttlem p~; pf the . 

142 sector delivering harassing a, directed fire on'the enfl ~11f¥. Results 'g~neral1~ , 

unknown ·.beoause-no effort ,was made t~.oc~py th e ground., ~ \ J • "" 


• i.. "':.~"" ...... .. : .: '. ..' ..... 'r~ ." :1:'" 

\ • NOVJMi:imR ~~ . ! of· • :. •• 

1st platoon and 1 tank of 2nd platoon returne:d to company area after being 
<. ' 


relieved due to a change in plans.. One tank retreived in 2nd platoon area and 

balance of platoon was waiUng on road being completed "·befl)nt'!combag oit. 'ot 8I"ea. 


NO change in Jrd platoon mission and platoon opel:"ated 'on callI wt di4 no tiring, 
.." .. 

NOVEMBER 3.., . 
lst'seotion .3rd platoon fired 30 rounds of he:rrasstna .fire in EJupport of a 


~.noh ,attaolc in the direotion of I.E TaQLY. Fire was to be a;diversion to the main 

effon ot the noench. Results of the tiring unknown., 2nd seetioD 3rd platoon 

tired 24 rouQda on targets designated by Oomman ding Otficer 2/142 ROr aD4 reoeived 

moderate counter fire t.hat did no damase. Results of our fire unknown· except that 

POW reported daily tank fire was demoralizins and b.arrass.i:Dg. 


• t of· ...... 

•' _ Iz ~ 

2nd platoon (.3 tanks) moved to V-244-494) at 1630 to~ an assembly area as a 

mobile reserve for the holding mi ssion ot HOLDING lORe! STACK. Balanoe of platoon 

(2 tanks) moved from compatlY e.ssembly area to join platoon. . 


1st platoon (4 tanks) plus 1 tank of 3rd platoon in company area at mNDON 

undergoing reorianizatlon and ,ma1ntenanct? .. 


, , ... " ~. 

t NOYMlI8 t 

-1,', ple.tqon ~ed :~. 1&00' ~r.s .. tr6modmpfinY~e.i"ea;,or:U!8 ROUGE .~ (311.630)'0 be attaohed to 7th Infantry' ~f iii-Jieilro~i' p!uf6bn'from' t_"'56th ~ Bat'alion 
"h,-' was in po8U~on in the ne w 142 RO't leotor and wh loh GOUld not be rel~..,ed 
taotioally. Jl:)vement trom oompany area was administr£.tive and platoon lea4er 
made contaot with Company Oomander Company 'AI 1.56th 'l'ank Battalion when he olosed 
in aree. vioinity tIS ROUGE ~. 

- 1· .. 
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, . 

" 
Section ot taDka trom 2nd platooa m:we4 at 2eoo bo\11"8 ~ positions in ~1Cin1tY' , ! !' 

of 225-43.3 to .4eliTer barrualUS tireoD tlut, eD8IQJ when 41reoted by Commanding' 'J , .­

General S!i'~ HOLDlNol'OR,CE. ' " , 

No ~~e in .3rd platoon= positiODS,' qrst.a.u9 o't o»entto..,. 

l' "ct~on ,rd platoon at 229-472 fired 4~ round::; 0:' han-liB'sing'ti..:oe into town 
ot O~ (269-489) in an effol't J\iO, 66st'royellemy oils'3::v.~".jo:u. frc.~4 Bt~ple of 
cburct1. ,Re~ults unkno~m aT'J.d seetio:} r::ceived h'3dVY c~U:n";l:'r:~J.re in Qld firins , 
position that, was several hundret yards from ne1V positj on, " • 'i . .' 

~ ,,' , ' ,.' ", f" ..:. :- . " .f, .. , 

ls~, pl~tooD"in' support of 7th ROT npvedtwo miles east 0-: u:s RbUGE EA.U:~, to 
j~.in 'ini'antry" but was held up ,by,'craters ~n the road.. ,.Intantnr, enga.a~ ell~. in 
high, S!O\.Uld ,bUt taulc~ could not support tJlt;m in any way. ~at09n :r.eli;~Ted at ~ 
~OO ~ours by VOCO 7\b InfantrY Regime~t and reverted to. control 91 142n4 RCT tor 
ord~s. Platoon withdrew and ~ssembled in 142nd sector for the 'night.' : ' . 

. 
Section ot 2nd platoon at 22.5-433 -was given .a direct. fire.mi sston or deliul"Y­

iD8 b8ITassing tire,~ a hill due north of IE THOLY in conjunction with an attack 
of the n-ench on l.E 'l'HOLY butcou:ld not fulfill mission due· to extremely poor
visibilitYe , ',' ' ; 

.lfOVHER6 

1st Platoon was a"ached as tOllowsa 1st section \0 2/142 aM 2nd"s.:.etion to 
3/142 HOT by Re8iment CoI:lll8llder and both sections remained Ul be&.telion resel"V'e. 
Tanks wereunalJle to be deployed otf the road due to extreme terrain conmtil;iozwa.... 

OIl one side of th~ road was high wooded ground and on the other low wet valley and 
the tanks were moTed up as the road was cleared of mines and. road blocks to PNven~ 
enemy al'CX)r from barraesing our infantry as they worked their we.y throUgh the ,foods. 

2nd and 3rd platoons remained relaUyely inaotive on this day due to regroup1Q4 
ot f..Jrces and determination ot further plans, Company stl1l attaohed less one ! 

plat90n to STACK HOLDING FORO~. 

No maj 01" change in eny of the platoon dispositions and the ls' pla'oon QOntinue~ 
to tollow the infantry as previously attached. lat :••ot1on 1st platoon moved to 
348-604 and 2nd section to 34o-6e7. 

NOYRNR 8.., .., "., 
;I ". \ 'I~,'i ~:""': .:~.:~~ ..... "', ":.. ~..,,..~....' 

1st platoon sent, its number ,~3 tfUlk :tQ a road block a.·,6S-S'~ ,With ,he mission 
of reinforcius infantry road b 10Jk.~ 8alance :'ot~:lst seot1 on ot this platoon 
l'eDI8ined in ass~ly at 355-590 attaob.e.(t"t.~,th~ .3/142 ~~h itl .turZl,. waa, fl. ~l pt _ 
STACK ~RCE. 

No change in operations ot other platoons.

• • 
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·. ~ , 
Action Rpts Co "BII (oont I d) 

opert'.te tho guns in the tan}QJ helped outpost the Ueasuntll the dozer r~chQd 
them. By the t1.ma the rood block was cleD.red behind the tanks and tho dozer 
could help thoir ndvonca, the infantry hod no need for armor as they ht'.d a.l.rea~ 
taken their objective • 

.As an inlProvanent it is suggest3d that in each :.nf.:mtry nnd t'.r.lored 
column n tank aoze~ bring up the ro~ to cle~T the rOD.d~lockS tl~t t'.re ~vcr 
present in this typo of coun~~. It t.hL-; ware no.1.c t~G tc.nlr.g ccW-d st..w U'Q
with tho unit thc7 Lre support:L"'lg nnd no .. tv s tT.andtj r.s vi<.l.qtl1e ~~o i-,
this operation. 

- 3 ­

http:opert'.te


•• $.~~ ,vAmns 753~ T.kNK BATTALION 
AI'O 758. U. s. ArmY 

17 December 1944 

SUBJECT: Historical Narrative for A:bnth of November 1944 

TO Connnanding General. Seventh J.rmy • .lJ'O 758. U. s. J(riny'. 

At no time during the month did any of the companies operate' under 
battalion control. Company "A" was attached to the 142 ROT November 1st - 2nd; 
141 ROT 3r d _ 9th; looth Int~try Division loth - 26th (worked with all three 
Rer's and the l17th cavalry ~co~ssance Squadron (Mec7o»; 36th :tnfantry 
Division Reserve 27th _ 30th. Company "B" was attached to the 44.en.d rtOT 
November 1st _ 8th; 142 ROT tor remainder of" month. Company 'e" ~as attached 
to the 143 ReT throughout the period. Company 'D" was attached to the 442d ReT 
1st _ 8th; l42d ROT 9th _ 11th; and the 141RC~ 12th - 30th. One platoon of 
Company 'D" was attached to the 100th Infantr~ Division the loth ~ 26th. "X" 
Battery reinforced tlie fires of 36th IDi~ the entire month 'being attached to 
the 93~4 J~red Field Artillery Battalion the 1st - 18t~ ~~'the 132nd Field 

In general the terrain was the Dslast month except that the hills 

Artil~t~Battalion ~~t~, • 30th. 

t 
(' 

For an ac'::ount of the tank actions see the repdrts of ComPflnies "i.." , "B", 
and 'o"'littached hereto asappendicies ,. 

. .' 
1. 2. and 3. 

saoe 
were hig~r and more steeply sloped. Cros8c~ntr.r operation was almost ah 
impossibility even mth track extensions.. Much ot the low ground was flooded 
and that 'ha~ 'wasn 't ,was waterlogged. 'Ihere was considerable sno'W and tog which 
made visibility very limited particularly during the mornings. 

On November 8th the Battalion was issued 17 ~..3 (7~ Gun) tanks as 
replacements for M4 'so These were brokUl dOml 6 to CoIIi>8IlY ",..". 6 to Company 
"B". an.d 5 to Company '0". Yiithin the cor.:.pany. two of the tanks were placed 
in each platoon. Our tariks are habitually used. in sections and the commanding 
officer felt that each section should have its' own "tank destroyer' to take 
care ot enemy e.rIOOr and to reach targets beyond the effect!ve range ot tM 75MM 
gun and sight. The tire power te.l.escope in the 76MM gun mount is ideal tor 
point targets at 1000 _ 3500 yards and is tar S.l-lperior to the 1.5 power sight 
in the M4. tanks at any range. 

Each of the companies sent the ~l..3 tanks end crews to' the First Arr.lOred 
Group School area for a two to to~ ~ay period .of driving anr renge firing under 
the supervision of a cexupaoy off1oer. The cre". tired 20 rounds 76l.M, 500 
rOWlds 30 calibre, and ~09' roundl ,50. calibre per tank. SoW' ground prevented 
any appreciable amount, 'of dri~i¥ bu~ I they wer. able to do enough to get the 
teel ot the tank. The battalion is indebted t-:- the Cor:r.l8nding Officer. first 
ArmOred Group tor his cooperation in QDlcing thtf; faoilities ot the sc}x)ol available 

to the companies. . 

The bissest critici. we haTe ot the j6MM SloB is its excessive muzzle 
blast. Unless there is a .,titt breese it is 1$Pos'ible to fire more ~han tour 
aimed rounds pel' miDUte because ot this blast., }t)wever it 1'lI.lzBle brakes are ever 
available this defect should be remedied. 



Historical Narrative for Nov. (Cent'd) 

1e also received a few sets of traek extensions for both light and 
medium tanks. '!be medium extension which is an integral part of the track 
connector is excellent; it improves tfu!-cfrosscountry mobility of the Sherman by, 
at least 50%. '!be light extension, $.·-bll' welded to the outside of a grouser, 
was unsatisfactory for several reasons. First, they cannot be lett on the track 
permanently because they bree.k and bend too easily in rough terrain. Second, 
the individual tank can carry on~y 15 extensions on the tank, which are not 
enough to help very mlch if YOU ~eed them for an occaaional mission. Third, the 
maximum speed of the tank is reduced to 12 miles per hour. Fburth, the extra 
weight on the track is hard on the transmission and hydromatic clutch. A light 
extension of the same design as the medium is being manufactured locally and this 
type should prove satisfactory., 

During the latter part of the month we reCeived 20 roplace~nts that had 
been trained at the'~red Replacement Training ~nter, Fbrt ~ox, Kentucky. 
These men proved to be! .s"Xcellent replacements and were well trained. Se~eral 
of the men were potential tan)<: conmanders; however, there 'were not enough of 
these to aleviate our shortage in this posi tion.. At .present we need approximately 
15 qualified tank cO!lJOOnders to bri~'us up to strength in 'this position. 

. 	 ..,
The number of tanks on deadline rose sharply dur~~ the last ten days 

of the month. This was due partly to. the reluctance of Regimental Commanders to 
allow tanks to withdraw for short periods of preventiva and' first echelon 
maintenance and partly to the fact that our old reconditioried tanks vrere beginning 
to develop serious ailmentse 

Supplies during the r.lOnth were adequate., The remainder of the mnter 
clothing, including shoepacs, was drawn and issued and we have a promise of 
sufficient old style combat suits to equip the tank personnel. 76Wf ammunition 
was rationed but in sufficient quantity for our needs. Our greatest shortage 
LS in 30 calibre machine gun ammunition boxes. ~e have had to reduce the basic 
machine gun load to 4000 rounds because of this shortage. This problem naturally 
becomes more acute all the time due to combat losses•. 

IAlring the' month we had ten medium and four light tanks damaged or 
knocked 'out. due to en~ action. ­

!tis conservatively estimated' that 'we caused the tollowing 108ses to 
the en~;'.r 

'. 	'EneI:1Y Tanks Destroyed: ~---.,. ..------------------ 3 
'" 	6~ Machine Guns (30 cal. -& 2OW) --------.---- 20 

En~ Ibrtar8 ••--------.--.-~-••-.-••--.--.-~.- 1 
EneQY 11e1d Piece (75MM) ---••-------.--~---.--. 1 
izlezn;y' Captured ---'----.------...--------.---~,--.- 1, 
Enemy X111ed ------._-.------.-------_.-------.- 200 
Enemy \iounded -------------,.._ •••_--_._.-:___••• SOO 



•
Co. 'A' NelrratiTe Cont'd. 

• .of. 'NO!7!iMNm , 
,." .t:- • 4~ 

All. ttleaents otthe company relieTf;c. by VOOG '3&th DiTision tor attacldent to 
tbe looth :Intantry Division and platoons closed in com,pany aesembl1, 11{'~N at 
2000 bourse Company Con:cander went to IWmERVIU.ERS to lOOth Di11.:afon aP f8bd 
received instructions. ;' '"'. ~ ..., ,~~:':. 

.. 
6 t8nk crews went to Battalion Service Compur.;; to 'hoaw 6 'fI~A3 16I!ll'1. tElMS and 

period spent' in cleaning ".:1> ..l:ld cneck~.ng eq'lil'1l&r"; for Jr.' :'8.tiob tooL and equip­
ment were to await orders to pro~eed to 1st ..U'illOlad Grc.lJ? TIai,Line; 3(.1:1001 :i.'or 
tr~.ng in a.qd firing of new gun.. ' 

Balance of company perfo~ng necessary first and second e~helcn ~air.tenrulce 
in preparation for IOOVeIDent to lOOth Division assembly area '\ic:l.ni:'Y BACCARAT.. 

New' personal winter equipment issued to men on b~sis of 75 percent ot ~otal. 
streDsth. 

NQYWEH 11 
. .;. 

", '. -
Coqlany moved adminiatratively tram TENDON a t 0715 and closed in tom ot 

BACCA.RA.T .at 1000 hours. One tank drppped ou"' 0 f coll.u:m for matnteDanCe, &Ad. had to 
be towed to Battalion Maintenance for' repair. 

'. i;~. ;platooD attacbedVOC<? lOCth Divisi{)n to 111t!l\Beoq.Qll8lss"•• Sq~n at 
16aO~iiI, moved \0 MBRVlWlU at l8pO. .lAasion of platoon. __ ,.. ....e..:&eaeral 
suppon. t~the quadroa in t.!;leir.mission of protect iDS the len nank ()'tIo~ 
Division. 

)!o.,. ,. . 

1 platoon ot light tws attac~d to the compaay 1Ur voce 753rd 'lank Battalion 

joill8d .tbe COlDPBn7 enroute at BRUYllEI and clos ed in 0\\1' area at BACCARAT. 

Platoon att_ehed tor operations to 3~h ROT. 


NOY91PBAi 
, Light t~_ platoon joined 391th RO'1' 1n BJRTRiCHltMP eAd was attaohed '0 the 1st 

Batte.lion tor opetationa&. )i)Te4 '0 heavl17 1100 ded etea at 307-814 to SUpport 
intantrt and closed With themf'ol' Dight without direot colltact with eMqr. 

2nd platoon moTed at 0900 to vioinit, ot 399th RaT OP aDd platoon leader 

reponed to S-3 tor instruotions. 2nd Motion mved'o .307-844 at 1200 and lat 

s8cti.on to same area at 1300 -. bO~h .8atio~ iu l'e81_nt reserve. 


,~ platoon ~Ted t~ aD unnamed toWD at 307...975 at 0700 1n 8Upport ot 81eeo'. 
ot the 11'1th .RetOQIUle1ss~O. SQ.uadrou ~ .. 'emai.D8d in po.Ulon witbout oo~taot. 
ToWil l1pt17 shelled "henner 8l'1DO~·"9t.~; 'ne DIOTed &found. 

• .3 ­

http:s8cti.on
http:cneck~.ng


NQtpmlR, 13 

alct 'pl'i~oon lmTe" to Zl68z7 in aooordance. with operations inetl'\&,ctt"ons, > •.. 
399th ROT, ot 121200 Oct and remained in i-eserve of the ref1ltoont. ,,;"',' 

,\'1 

3~d platoon was d.itached tran'111tli c.Reconnaissance Squatlron and attached to 
399th;'ROT:,and was ordered to cloSe hi area:'rt 267-8Z7 at~1130 .. At d~k t~ei' t 
plat~on moved to 329-838 t~r the nj ~t. ' : :, r' 

~. . . ~ . . . 

2~ platoon ii'red 4Q 'rounds hal'raeMr~' firu on'town of pA.mT V El'AP.9:· ahd hish 
gro\ind above thOtC'WJ.l,. ' . . ,:~. ; " 

L.i.gbt tank p19:':;oon moved wi.th elqItl6.nts of .;'97th RC'l' '(,0 :;.1.:"-- j~,C jn =:-eS81'V,) Vl1V 

closed :for the nigllt in iJERl'FIGRAidP 115 thout dir' ect con~ ae' • 

" " ' 

" ~c7@ER l~ 
. 

reserve assembly ar 
, ", ,,~ 

1st ,8eQ~19n 2nd platoon J:X)ved frQm BER'l'IUCHAMP at l400 OOLU'S to CWRUl?l' 

(324-804) to ~pport infantry in mopping up . the town. Two. enemy maohinei'gUn' 

pealtions were fired on and 8i16noeo. 2nd section remained in 'BEIfTRICHiiMP in 
.. . .
reserVe. 
f, ( • t '. . • 

Light tank plntoon remained in BERTRIOHAMP for period in regiment reserve, 

Intanti"y Could not use armor in their assal!t and infiltration efforts through

the WOOd8~' . 


NOVEMBER 15 

•
All attaobmente anti positions racained the same. 

NOvwm;R 16 

1st seotion 3rd platoon moved from assembly position at '42-831 at 1100 ia 
support ot the operations ot the 3/399th ROT along a trail beginning at 346-824­
and running gener~lly northeast to the battalions objective for the day in vicinity 
of 363.825. Operations wer, restrioted by narrow oonfining wooded trails typical 
ot the nx:>Untains of the sector, Tanks followed lntantr,y as olose as possible but 
were torced to stop frequently while engineers swept road tor mtnes and cleared 
road blocks. When infantry reached 'neir objeotive. this .ection was establishe~ 
as a road block until they Were relieTed by unit anti-tank ~DS and tanks olose~ 
in viCinity ot battalion OF tor the night for servioing and battery cbargiug. 

2nd section 31'd platoon JlX)Ted' from S8m e 88~ral aaeembly area at daybJ"eak 
to support op~atloD8 of the }./39~h ROT ,and, joinea the'battalion 1n "loiD1ty 
of 347-810 where the aeotion leidet reoeivea' orde:t.~ Black' top road": had several 
101 road b10cka whioh slowed. the pro~.es, 9/- th e tanks to the 88Sembly area. 
Seotion leader rE;ceiTed orders to diTert attention, ot the enemy from the intantry 
aPV8Doe to tpe east by :noving forward to tire trom a posit ion at 349-SOS on 

, targets to be ohosen by seotion leader. ~ssion oancelled when battalion commander 
deCided to have tanks tollow hiB adTance through heaTlly wooded area that was not 
au1ta~le fbr tank operat. Tanks mved elona tral1 at .808 which ran - ­

- 4 ­



ft. .. ' 
.0 • 

.J 

• 
~--------------------------------------------------------------------.~ ~------~ 



• 

• 
I', 

\. .. r ' PI ~. l.• .~. , ',' 
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j'.. . J .:.:.: .... t· 
" 

00. I,A,' Narrat1ve Cont "d. 
<00 • .,.... I ~.' ~, .' t ....; ~. I" ... ~ 

a. pr..s.~·r.ooDlOi"el'l'''~''I'O\i'''· 00~o.'1Gn,"'" ;i.a\SOD,with ~t1ifllon. 
Conmmder .s'a'l1ahe~ and _'JKt4,. ot att.~ ·~zPle1,ed, . ~*f} .,r~ ~: ~~"n and .. 
tollow Wantl'1 'broIlSh lIOQ~. taatil ,be oleer1D1 $Ml tll,n·the b..'.allon oomnaader 
wanted-the twa to .,por\ hi. moftllloA' ., n..... !brine the opwa'ion over 
~a1n trail. and .urall, oontilU."8 terraill ,"- mamber 4 tallk .. knocked 
out and des'rored b1 _ .. Msoota 11" wbab tb e iDtalltr.Y taUea to tollow the 
taDka .010"17· or' M~ea the trom· ~ tzooai. . l'tle 'uk _taizaed 'brae buooka 
hita and ...: tokib. 4ebl'or.4•. ' PldooD ~l.~ed hem Pt~~t ·ff· ~Fk" ~d ., 
orc1...4 to " ....181. in -..CIWIP tol' t .. aip_ an4 \0 re to '97th l\1r tor 
M'tMr'oJ)8ratlo_.:;Pldooa ctlo..a iil IBRIRIclWIP at 1100 tor ftorsanizo.tion end 
a.niof.ec.: 1', •. ' ,'. ,'''/' ~ ,,. '. ..', 

...J:. ~'., ":~':''' 'r. ~:" ~1' "'1 "wo, .~, ,'~,'4' 

t . P1e.tou ct,ti8ht."••"aoh6a·,tO 3i'd "ttailOD ,-. R01' mT,e4 tothel~:" -: 'It • 

as!sembly area at .u.oo hou", over alUPP~ .rail aDd ". &1.,.n tbe mission' of aired 
supporttOlf'theil" operat1.,. a ntl-to be· ~.'o ~. ,he 11.ver in support o.t 
them wbenever a 'l'idgelead or bridge w.. aM.ared. At dlll'k tbe platoon stui' was 
not odm:l1tted and the7 returnc.d to their uHmb13 area at ,,8-808. 

:." . -, 
-t" . ·:":~·c~.~.r#- . 

, ·Nnygr,;u.~ '; . 
... 1' .'.:~ t ',., ,):.,~ 

2nd platoon mo.ea Irom.QRlRIOHAIIP at .0715 to Join 1/397th RCT\~ v10inity 
ot RAON L '1'1'.AP.i. h mS8iOn otthe battalion w aa to "CS\.l1"&:..~hf sround 'ba7,OJld 
tba road JunOt.iOB to S'l'. DIE and tbl..: pla~~ wa a to operate in aeot1,ou auPJlOn­
iAS ~be -.au1t ~.. 1»7 t1zoe. Intantry was pinned ~ byvV7 o~v.rl:r 
aOlloealed·.•troD8»Ol.t, positions' thr~gbout ;,1i~ ,t1" end the tanks .wer.)lDa~~. , .. 
to mva t0rwar4 wi.all' seO\lrity and JIIElDU8ver lnto a position to ~es'l"oy the 
eA~ torce.. _~ resistance was me,1n1, 8Dll1· ,arms an4 .&.ltomf,tio weapou with 
a tew ballOolcalI interapersed bu".the1r~ "Hplaeem· ent 'anC' eqJlo,.nt was ..t!1oient 
to pre1'8nt cNr tl'Oopa. 'trom m:>vins torwerd. .The terrain wu generally qpJd.l1 
end devoid ot oovar 1n any great quanttty but at the same time tho ground was. 
'not lawlSl. ror t&Dk:de]l4t)Jment. The ground was son and recent17 Ollltivatee .:: 
and ori..~sM4, wt$:b; smaU "'one walla 'hrt'impeded tank prosresa. 'l'he platoon 
reaaHlDbled 1A HACIf LtETAPI to r tbe nisht tor security aOO aervi01"8. 

,I'd »latooa besan period in NEt7.D4AISIOH attaohed to lll'h Heaonnals8uc. 
S4uadron tor sell8ral support and at 0,00 l~t s.d1on !DOTed to town ot PEXONE. At 
1200 1st platoon ~elieved 3rd platoon in position and 3rd platoon returned to 
company .aseJ8l.7 area at BAOCARAT tor maintenanoe and reverted to oompany rese"e. 

I 

Platoon ot 11ght tanks attaohed to ,/,,8th Rat 1n direot suPport but durlDl 
afternoon wu ordered by Battalion OozmDaDder to return to an assembly area when 
he telt that tanka were drawine artille17 and mo tar tire. ~ 1115 tanka 2:'eturne4 
to '~eir original ae.em~l:r area tor aerY1a1ns aqd miDor.=niBienance. 

Nl?lTfiPP e. :. 
. ~ 

,., 

platoon moved at 0800 ~ auim;17 'in;!WIf t' ft~, to apport ad't'aIloe 
tit lat Battalion 391th Rat t01lU'4s, ,he to_ 01 ft. lUIS! U58-16S). 2!1e iatant.,. 
aeployed atride the road rmd witlt. thelr left 110 1lk"oD- the Msh ptOWld and their 
I'i&ht tlEl.Dk to tbe edle ot ,be ~.t o.,erlookiit8' ',be Y!\MIRI RtVlm. Intentl7 
met lUtle "e.latanae IJld tuka p.,e t1l8m tin aupport OIl tersets indioated to 
tUm. At 1600 usi.tet m't'i.ioD OoDCal1der orclered tuks to mke pbJaieal ~ntaot 
with elements ot ibe 3rd DlvidoD in tbe tOft ot OUIRDONTA.llm. IIltant17 .uppol't 

", .: 

http:eqJlo,.nt
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Co. 'A' NalTat1ve Cont;!ch ••.• ';to. • 
was not to 'be had and tonks were orderedt<;> prooeed Without *my SUpport or prior 
road reoonnunanoe tor ob~acles or min~'s, Tanks. IOOved 0\.ct7 W:Up,ut inoident and 
cade- eJOnt'act.,wUh 'elements pt the 30th Infantry in the toW!)':wt,lo Jfere not aware 
ot the.ir coming and having made contact' with " them Bsked the platoon 'lead.r ' 
to support them in t'X)pping up the town. Platoon' leader assisted the intantry 
until dusk and then was ordered to return to ST BLAISE tor the niSht. On the 
return trip the tai.1ka were 8mb ushed by bazooka tire rul~ round tell bet...nt-the 
nw::mer 1 end number 2 tank. The round missed a nd th, 'platoon"prooeeded without 
turthertlboldent to its assembly area. Company Comooiu!er reported happeDings ot 
the dq to the Regiment Commander and explained that tanks would need infantry 

,'suppon on further oper(ililions suoh sa these. Tanks serviced tor theD1sbt with 
300 gallons of, ses and with Anrnunltlon. , lJ' ,,':' • 

.~ ~f1"';"~ '. . 1:.. • . P: t·~ . • 
~ .,'; 1st ~platoon attac~d to 117th Reoonneissano e S(Jladron reme.lne41npositions 

'q~ ,prsvtQus p4r10'd througbtout ,the day and ener darJc the se~nd section move,,', 
~,·-tro~·N.alJJMAlSION to PnONito join 1st. section. " " ,

:;' . " ,..
.JI ....' ~ • 

Plat~ 11sht:taDka recain~d unoommited in assembly ar ea. : 
.~. • #... 

,2nd platoon, attaohed ,to the 1.t Battalion 397th ROT ln support ot the).~ _. 
:o,.ratioD8.'~·~ant~ moredout mm tp&~~' po.1 tiOUJat{ST.~£ intbe"',,,-treot­
'loa at,·the lo_~ot J«)~.Qd tb e,Ba1ltalioaCrmnend __ O~8d,o~ p1at~~" 
too 'stand by _ ~. ~~erv~., .The 1Dt1N1iIrY met, l1egUllbla opposition' ~cm',be eaeJI6T 
and the tauks; t~_~ in ~aemb17~~a, .At '1100 .boursotdereqre ,J:'e·c.i~.dA$O 
prooeocl b'omthe town ot lI>lENMOU'1'IER in the'direotion ot thert81ment,1: qbjactlve 
W'ith:tntantry on the rear ot ~.~8Dka and preceeded bj-rJeeps ot ,~~ aeg~n\'81 ' /, 
!~.:,ll'Pl.ato()n. 'The platoon was divided into sections to cover '~l~sh;:',e,nd,·lo1'l 
~.d; ot ,tb~("alle7'andm)ved out,' The seC tlqn't~(pq.'.:t·be' !ii~ ~drm;.,yed ;~tbout 
_joOr '\in-cUient' to the seC?ndp~e .li%?-e whell.p~~s w~re reoelve4 ,to ',.t!lP tor !. 

th; .~8ht. :.~ "otio~ on, th$ ,low!¥" roe~ ,,~~~,8t.O :~~ped :fbout~~";nr6"~froll tbe 
outskirts df'·tluf to,VIn b.Y a ~~ .~'ld ot '~U(,:.',.,1q mi.... tha\·~quir.d. nslne$l's. ,.• 
1ll:riIl8 t'bi~s .oad· march "'the section on the tUih.l"Q~ plus thell'- ,l~~n 'was ' ,~.t.~ 

'flightly'sllell'ed q:,y anlllex;1"alii: ~rte.r tire wbiOh trolIl all lnPi~'i:ons_ was our 
own. L~ plStOonreauenibI:ed' tor the night in the toWn ot ~IER tor 
re'eetabl1sant of their basio amnunltion load an~ rations. 

2nd seotion ao~oq,b.nted elements ot 117th .Reoonnaissanoe on road trom PEXONE 

to PDIUIm PE.ROE~· Held UP by undetelJde4 ,road -~o¥.s.l"t ,:seqt1~ l\ECI!I8.inedo 11:n·· 

posit(o,n OpV*,ldge 2nd secti~~ ~turned at duSk" and; aas~Cl-,~8inal~ 'VO_ttplla • 


. :·1'1\ t" ') • • ,,,. T" .'.J£. '" '. , •. . '1. .. '.'"-;.1" ,I' : J'I.' .;~ ,.'7" : 

O-; ~nt:!~~s ,a~taobed to 3'rd -.t,Jallon 3981;h ROT re~ne-,\~~.o their', au~'l~ i.­
areeJ.afttil 1500 hours when ,the y.l"~t~edto, tbe oompany ~G~ly,·ar-~e. in, RAON'~ 

t.'ETAPS with' lia180D ..beins maintained with the 398th by wire~' "" . . 


, .'. 
" 

, 

.~"l', 't ..' UQVEMBER 22 ~._ ~:' ., .. "".:'11' lI~ ',\:::',~ ~, 
.... ,'. ,. • • .... ~.. a '-'" ''\0. 

.. .'. . .. ,., ".', ''',VI;! ':: .,I'U! ';'/~ ~ '-I. • 
, ~ .1... o.e ',platoon attaohed. to. the TASi:f.O~*}~~:'~~'~mte.lo,'r" ;!;" 

'C?' ~tt.ok: ~ j~F' the ~OWD ot ST BLUSE 'LA. ROOH$. ·1'Oo.tJP~.. ~~:·:trqm e.s_a·'~ 
i", !4ON~'Z'~)o ~t71'IER to Join the ~ASIC,' ~<P:4! .,·~ti.~~q.,.ottli'8ht; .. " 
'anka .e~~.~t,ta~~d to the re.oo~a.~e el~~l~!~.~,: ~'~~'~~,"" ~l1 .. ;~:'..,I" 

, ' , " , " '.. 'r'" ,,,,. "r' J '. 'h ~ 1. • T 4 wt l ,.1,• ' .... -.. ~. . . • • • ':" ,." r,. , ~. • .... '... I' ',a, " .' 

''-t. . '. :',',. ·:..~.1.~.1.,,; . "" ~. '" 1''',,·' :")\ .t~,.· wt!, ,,1(".'"\ ., "','.. ~ '.. ~ .. 
;.' ... ., .j". "\~'. ~;', .~t .,~_., _,~: .......; "",' ., ~, 

... t ~" r ,"' -' ',' OJ,,.'' ... ' .. 

, ", ~'~ ~ '~ 




, ' , , 

: 0900 hour. towarda~ !be ton .. BOt ,. .'MII'ed by the l.rant17 
~t; operat;lDg ia thi' .edOl' u4 tbe roaa' _1\11111 ... held up " a 1l8ht;11 


'. deteDded road block: ju.t short ot tbe town.. IA't.'17 ,e~d the tom and the 

:, eD&1DeeI'lI :reJDOyod the block that; w.. m1_cl~ Tuks J)8aH4 'JwaaP the to_ 111th 

-tbe leading reoonnai8IJ8Doe elemeDts ead,,1aad to watt tor a road blook to be cleared 

by the ens1aeer. OD tbe other _d ot tbe toa 'otore J)I"Ooeedbs to I.E PftIT MON. 
;SOotlon 0' _~~.1i.s alPpol' '.d .l~.t.ot the ","h RO'1",...U ,thi. to_ •• 
' ....ed aD4 th..·, :re\araed to the, towa· ot SINCItIS where tbe ~UIIJ aaa'M'DJr. ot,he fuk !broe aasedale4 for tbe DiSht. • .' , , 
.. 	 :."" 

1.t ...tl0. ot 3l'd JlX)'Yed to "own ot lmVILL ER at appro~ma'e17 1200 hour. 
and ~. otltJlOd poa1tloila Witbout;- laClde.. Ut....ft~ua 1a lX>-"iDD. tOft 
na ...-,j....d to: .pot.a!~o II1"tl11err. ~'U' alld SP ti~. 'b e1\~ Mark IV 'l'aDk 
... ~~.:rft4 ln wood_ io nsht of 'own cUl81as in aad .. M~4 tQ 110ft V ou 
arUll~17 ftn. '. 0Qr. t:uk_ Wer e UMb18 to ONer Te, -..ttm1tanei"coTlag. 

Remained in poatloa tor nisht. 'J : ':, 


NQVJMUiR 23 

Task J'oroe JlX)Ted out; trom the 'own 01 ~ 8 11\ tbe.'au-eotloll o~. ,the ,j , 

object!y. ad took the 1-0\1'0 tbat peesed 'hroush 11 PDID ud 1.1 VIIIDf1' wbare 
tt-~~~,~••aue ~,lAto 810mts Of the' 3rd Pi~~9B ~~B8 ~o,r~s t~ 
IlIIiIIa ob,jeot17e. ' ColWIIDremaiDod in that to_ tor mat' ot "tied81 _til' 1600 .8n 
~-t~~arted ou~ ot tom by a sel'1._ ot roa.ds,wIll .ol). ...re· to~ .take t~ ~,.e to, tHo 
q..~.Olly••: Orape~ Qaraanaer made a jeelt reoODllBi.tiIII8 ot-,the :l'Ou'iI~ ~ound 
1-t. Senerally pr~cti'oal tor armor wt, tba~ 1.~ '.wen\qal!lr;'"c_· ont 'tntcs' the 3I".d ' • 
mTia10n ••ctor 88Un. The 3rd D1vision W88 st. 11.." 01$; , .. 'l"dad becll1ft' -6,.. elleJll7 
xleelst8AC8 at the bead ot the oolWlll: and this lDtOlllatioa ...' :r.epon~ .,tH8
TASK 7CIlOii: CClllAtmm•. 001.... remalned 1B.. the . se-rel noiD1t:r ot lB'VIIIDfl' ' 
tor the Di8h\.: , ;.:, '. ' ;. . .' . ' 

. • r' '~::' . .' . - . . . , 

.. ' I.lst : 8ect101\ remained in .FlQlViLLER. ~ sect'10n'~n .PIXONI• 
. I.. ~.'.. 	 • • .. - ••• ' • 

' ..' .. J' 

! .: Th~' ~~'JbRCI~;~:; .di~~·{1~~~ p~ the 24th an d . ' tJle oem pany. 1es8 one pl~toon 
refmed tQ dln.s.oll co~l a, D8 wae ordered, t 0 proceed' to 81t .sembl, ~ 111 
the Tlclnit:r ot·sEko. tor' r~hab~latation ot p ersolUle1 and Tehicle mainte.1,nence. 

1st platoon accompanied elements o,r 117th R econnaissanoe thru woods to 
PIIRRE ~. ~Wlterill& I'Oad bl0.s a,nd mines. Tanks were used to tow tallen 
trees' ott the roaCia. NO pbfslcal contaot with &neJDl. P:oooeeded to town of 
~iS:SUR ~~ too~.QP outpqat pOSit:iODB, fbI' nlght. 

" .~:'. :..i..J .~~ . -,,4 o ••~~~.~ .' 

I. ".;, .Nrnm;pm is: ~ :,', " 

00mpaD7. le.. plat.oon of mec!1wa tanks aU ao had t 0 the U7th Reoonnais.e.nce 
SQ.uadroQ'in Illliport ot t~~r operatiolls,· speat tb141~iod in DiTls10n :fiteserte 1n 
SliB:ltESpertormiltS Tehi cle maintenance. ~dl.os chfirake4 e'd repairs mdi and 
general .oq~(Utions tound t;o be. ';e.at,istactoI7_ : , .. 'r 11 

~ - .' :. ':. ", -.. , "!'. r·:~ . 
1st »~atoon a . .!cOmpan1ed ele~~IJ:.of '1-l-7th, Recq.l)U1••anceJ ;tJQ tow ot RAON ' 

SUR.~ ed. took 'uP detepsiTe: )POsUiou'. , Ncr:.:. ~Q~c',,;· Rem8iilel.;tor night. 
• 	 '. . ' • ~',' 1> .,' -. .' f." :r ! ~',' . : '.''~ , :- .'.' : ;: 'c' !' : " " . 

~ -:'t!!~ ~ ";.':.' ~t;<':': ..-~: J; L; 4 ,;, . 

• .~J. . :: '., . 

... ~."'..... \,' :.....-.. ~." :t' .• - ~ if' '. r 
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NOVEMBlliR 26 

Company, less one platoon, in Division Reser vee At 2200 hours releived from 
attachcent to looth Division and reverted to control ot Comnanding Otticer, 
753rd Tank Battalion. 

1st platoon with elements ot 117th ReconDaissance. Len RAON SUR PLAINE at 

1900 hours and proceeded to town ot WASSELLCHJ: without in cident • Arrived at 

0200 hours and ~ivouaced for remainder ot niSht. 


NOVEMBER 27 

Company in SENONES - Companf Co~nder went to Battalion CP to re~eive 
orders - Oompaily ExeCl1+· a Officer tollowed up 117th Recon naisaeDoe With gas 

truok to notify 1 .. ·• n that they were relieved and to proceed fo WISENBACH 
on tollowillS day. 

1st section ot 1st platoon attached to 1st platoon ~oop lB', 117th 
Reconnaissance, 2nd section ot 1st platoon attac bed 2nd platoon same troop. 
Proceeded on reconnaissance mission along different routes northeast ot STRASBOURG. 
Missions ot both sections accomplished at approXimately 1500 hours. NO contact. 
s..-uP roed bloclcs on roada northeast ot STRASBOURG tor nisht. 

NOYHWER 28 

OotDp8DJ', les8 1 platoon. IlX>ved from SENONES on 'adminiat,ratiTe road march. 

lbute • SENONES. S'l' BuISE. ST. DIE, WISENBACH. Arrived at, UOO hours.
.' , 

1st platoon lett STRASBOUFG at 0800 hOurs errived in wtsENBACH at 1200 hours. 
, ~ . . : 

NOVEMBER 22 

Company remained in WISENBACH pertormi ng maintenance. In Division Reserve. 

HOYEMBER 30 

2nd platoon moved at 0600 hours to LIEPVR! a nd joined 2nd Battalion 142nd 
ReT. Platoon lmved with 2nd Battalion to HO'l'ZL SCHAN7EL. Battalion mission was 
Regiment Reserve.·' Platoon used to reinforce roa d blocks. Balance ot company 
remained in WISENBACH pertorming necessary maint ensnce. 

- 9 ­



COMPANY 'A' 
753RD TJ~ BATTALION 
!il'O 758, U. S. A.rrrJy 

oomThNDllP COMBAT ACTION OF T.l~ WRING MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

NOV»4BER 'lcj'th 

UtncidentNlmber 1: The 2nd platoon was given a mission of supporting the 
advance 'ot the l$t Battalio11397th .ReT. The mission of the infantry was ,to secure 
the ground Sourteast ot RAON L'm'APE and the road junction leading to Sf DIE. 

Estimate ot Terrainl The, terrain was generally uphill and void of oover in 
any qu'antitY"exoept what might tavor the ene~. The en~ took advantage ot what 
was reported as an old WOl"'ld war wire entrenchment and also an' 61d quarr1. The 
grouDd.we.s'recently cultivated and criss-crossed with stone walls that impeded 
taWt progress.· .. , . 

~ _t~. of' ! ,': ~ 

Enemy was estimated as having a small holding force which ·was tavored by the 
terrain mentioned above and by observation. Ene~ was known .to have -Small arms, 
automatic weapons and a few bazooka ~ns. 

Qur infantry was new and relatively inexperienced in this type ot fighting 
and w8splrin(#ddownby the enemies defense throughout the day. The terrain didn't 

.tav.or 1;ank action and the 'ground was not able to be secured withoUt Complete • 
t"t~ •.1ntant~ cooperaU0I;l. The platoon was deployed ~~h a section with each' 
assSult 'compantastrtde .. the ti','O roads leading from the town. The tanka in each 
section could,' ~ best, i!.o down the road to the infantrY outpost line and [ fire 
into positions indicated by the infantry by the use ot tracer fire. t. '., ' 

. J .' I. t . 

. ':rn:an att~t to cr"ck the situ~tion Co tank and a squad of infantry were 
o~ered to pa.ss through ~he center of the Battalion sector then m:>ve cr08s-oountry 
in an 'at~emFt to flank the enemy posit.ion. The ground was extremelyaott making 
it impossible 'for' ,the tank to maneuver qulc1c17. The stone walls were so' strong 
that in order to get through each one it'was necessary to fire'six (6) to nine (9) 
ro~ds of HI an~ start'a breach. This quickly depleted the HE ammunition load of 
the ~aDk.Eventuall:"..,the tank :J"eaoheo. a terraoe that oould not be olimbed so 

, the gr6up 'Withdi'e" to the Battalion area.. , The gri;,up drew no fire and the infantry 
squad at ali ·t'imes·' prav1ded~ local, seCUX"ity for the tank. ' 

, : • r. . ... , 

r ~:. :. tt, ,~s believed that in this type of terrain, without the WallS', tanks might 
opeta-t;G, 'in support of, the- infantry a~er a thorough reconnaissance was made and / 
respoii§~bilt~y for cooperatio~ ,between tank and infantry is placed with the basi. 
un!t ". t a tank 'and a miniIlWIl 'of a' :f\.lll, squad of iiifantrY with the tarik COlllllBllder 

~I), co~.~ing the troup. . ~;, . . ' .. . :.; 

.' - 1 .. 




•• 

Co. A - Oltstandi~ Combat Action Cont'd • 

. ,Terrain: '!'he· terrain was very tlat on the left ot the road and a railroad 
embankment runnill8' peralel .'0 the road about 50 yards to the right. Ground was 
mars~ and criss-crolSsed with drainage ditches. aloll8side the road were many • 
houses al;ld at- the ou1:sk1rts ot town were heavy woods. 

The enemy situation was obscure in the region between torces. The enemy 
bed ade~ate anti-tank detense throughout the area over wbich we were operatiag• . . 

Our troops were not in contac' with the ez.emy and the Assistant D1vision 
Commander Qrdered the tanks to prooeed without infantry. The platoon pro~~ed~ - , 
without incident to the town end made contact with eleJDf;nts ot the 30th IJlt~~~' 
in the town;. 

.. The intent1'7 had not been lntol"lDf;d of contact coming their way and especially 
dlci,not consider any thou&ht ot tanks being used to make contact, and· therei'om,,'. 
we~e in'Position to COWlter en~ tank action. Proper recognit,ion ot ~r vehicle 
pre:vetlted any 'disasterous action". • ..w • 

"of' ~ • 

, r; The-'platoon remained in town in support ot the intantry .in ~ ..~f~ort .'to . 
iOOp,.upthe, 'own until dusk and were then ordered to return to.Srp BL4I~. ,. 

. . _... . ..' ... r.' 

'.. .... +. . . ~..' . '... ..... " . 
On the, return t~ip the tanks weBe acbushed by enemy bazooka ,fire .~~. no 

damage was done. . 

" ·irhe Co~anY. Coimnander attempted to get some infantry support witb-,.the tanks 
to~ro';;i(l~ eroun~. security in the event ot enE:my action. '!be Asslstant-mvision 
Oozmnander did not':ee~ fit to give the tanks this infantry. .

:.'" . .-. - ... ' 

. - ,..,. '. 
. it fs ~,l~ev.~~ t~r,t;,. tanks alone should not be used on a lW"elY· re()onna.i8aan~e 

mission ~o es~ab1i~h contact over an unrecconnoitered area. : 4' .;' 

. NOVEMBER 30th 
,. ':: f"" f,' • .' f' " 

irici~~t Jlambei+3'; The .2nd platoon in support ot the 2n~ ~ttalion 142nd . I> 

ROT was given the mission of supporting their road block on high ground in vicinity 
of: 'i~7.QO~P;•..~ Battalion was givon the mssion securing this high ground while 
in.~.g\~~ta1 Re~&r.ve • .;). . '. ,.' J':! ., 

"!'... .; ~. ' . ~ i- .... 1'" . .J . , .: • 

,.~r~aiI1: . j',The .t,rrain~waS estremely wooded mountains ~d ~...move.m~~:~or the !' 

tanks would be confine~ to... the roads; and. at any point an :,PfitningJ.-p. ~~. woods 
appeared this movement' would be vunerable to observation aiad fire; . 

. , .... ,.. ~ .. ~. : .• ): ,',;;1;. t. ',. '? '. 

:;'In t~s.iDiilediate a!'ea our farces were not in oontact:~tli,t~.enemy·ana
4' 1_';"'. . '. .. . ~ '. I ... ! -. ~ {-... ~. ~ • .:;"2:t e.nk ~.,:Jn'operlY sighted,' .could have more satis:fS9tq:y~~y ,<tetQJl~e,~ ..~~ .... 

This platoon was so diVided on separate road blocks that effectiTe control by
the platoon leader was not poss±.ble. .... ... -. _ ..... ' ... -..... _ ....__ ._"._." '. . . ....;:':<~ .:::':~,: ..~ ,,':. ;.:r"""~~',~.) . 

It is believed that tanks under the conditions mentioned above should not be 
placed on road blocks especially when anti~tankguna available and contact with 
the enemy not eminent. . .. , '. 

I, 

• 

http:Re~&r.ve


" ' .. 
00. A. Outstanding Combat Action Cent 'd. 

COMPANY OFFICERS RECO~TIONS 

1. Tanks attached to infantry should be considered as a support~ng weapoD. 
Infantry officers should give some oonsideration to the recommendations of,tank 
offioers end non-oo~S8ioned officers, as to the most effective employment ot 
the attached tank•• 

2. Tank platoons are very otten attached to the infantry during the night 
e.hd are conmiitted before there is time to make any sort of etfective reconnaissance. 
'l8nks oannot be 6lIDPloyed to the ~st advantage until the tank oomnanders are 
thorou8h1y familiar with the 'errail1 over which they are to operate and infantry 
offioers do not oonside.r this in their orders for tbe next day's operations • 

• 
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CCJ4PANY 'C' •
7.s3~, TANl{ ~4UON 

NARRATIVE .Ql ccm,ANy' '0' FOR ~ Ql DECEMBER 12M. 
, ."" 
~. . .

·mcWl3ER 1 . ' 

The 1st Pla.toon was with' the 2nd 'Battalion of tho 14lst Int'antry, the 1st 
.soctio,1l reina1ned at the Intantry Battalion CP at SOARUPr..The 2nd section remoined 
at (48.3531).' " 

TAle 2nd Platoon moved from position -,12(613) to KINTZHEIN. They moved t:1:"Om 
t;l,er~ at 080'0 hours, to .support the 2nd Battal1Qn of the 14.3rd Infantryc The 
~:a-G"on roved NJrth to CHATENOIS, t8ld.ng road leading East troe southern. edge of 
oW':. The 1st section of the platoOn moved t,o (11862J.) where it wos stopped by 
on~ roa~ block" Nineteen (19) rounda,et 761&1 HE were fired to reduce enemy 
,.:>pposi'Hon at road block. The' 2nd section .1' 'platoon was also stopped by enezn.y 
road block at (780628)" "'rtar. 'artillery, and snaIl arms t;ire wns encountered. 
One mrtar erid numerous en~ personnel were destroyed.

! 

The 3rd Platoon, at-:-;ac-hed to the .3rd ,Battalion 01' the 14.3rd Infantry asseI:lbled 
at (621592). ~t 1700 hoU!'s they moved to (6.33569) to reduce en~ road block. 
Twenty-tive (2,5) rounds ot HE: w~e'··rired. 'l'he platoon returned to 'usembly area 
at (62~5;2) .. M9.pretorences SELESTAT sheet, Munb~'31-:17. 1/50000.: , ..• 

~ ... . --. ~ . ~ 

..t 

The 1st 'Platoon was reletved tran 2nd BaUa'Uon of the lUst Regicent at 0930 
h9ue and attached to the 143rd Regiment. Platoon in Regimental ReaetYe,. ,~, 

, , 

Tho 2nd' Platoon, in aupport 01' the '2nd Batt~ion; Qt ~e 143td Infantry. waa 

aplit into two .ectio~.. The 1st section at (m621.);· and the 2nd section: at 

(780628) , advanced with the Infantry to (78562,3). ~ou. enemy lID's were 

encounteredp1us artillery an~' :sniper ,~~e.EUl~ one ~kJ tMki tiriDg tram 

»oaitloD North 01' pla.t~. ~$.1tion In the town 01' Sl£LmT " Mpptoxtmately 150 

rowadaot H! 16.aDd 7.5-' atmIIDition Went1'ired plus 2500 rOune1a dt l~allber. 

Objective .. t. 00l1tfo1, main roada ieadblg into SELEST~ trlnn -'ut aDd nortb­
wen. Objeotiye wu *aken at 1600 houra. 

The ,rd,' Pletooit; ~',e.h~d to the ,rd Battalion ot tbe 143rd Web'ry, continued 
on road leading Southeut through FERtROP.l'toward RIBEmViIJ..E4 ~e adtuce ot the 
platoon waaheld up by'road bloob sloDg the, l!oute • 

. . 0!CEMBJR ,,. . 

. ,~t ~tight .h~· 1~:"~i8~eon a,V:d ~ ('~23586),t~ an aJaembiey'area at . " 
(611.580), fte platooil ",~atte.ohed to the, 1st 'Battalion ot the 143rd tntantZ7.anc! 
.. ,On thaalen to 8\lpjJdrt f.ln-tfi4tr1 attack 01\ ,the town ot AT.JWRA' !bq ".re 
"e101'9'84' b,. the 1.t Batiaiiob ancf 'aBaembled ,e~ (6235S6)wbef••h.y remailled tor theZligbt,. ',', ",. ~ , ' , 

The 2Dc! Platoon wu in the »m:w pdsl t'lon u tbeprevloua d87 guJ'd1D8 
atrateg1o. _at.,. i. SIl.!SI'AT.. ' .,. ,', ,I ~'", ' ' , 

" : : :':" ': ~' .: ' 



I. •Co_ "C' Narrative Cont'd. 

The 3rd Platoon, attache~ to the 3rd Battalion ot the 143rd Infantry. moved 
Southeast along I:l8in road to OSTHEDJI at 0730 hours. The platoon 1I8S stopped by a 
road block at (728516). Artillery, A.T, mrtar, and small arms tire were encountered. 
tUring the day the platoon f1re~ approxicatell 400 rounds ot 75 'and. 76M4 emrmanltloll 
at the, Fm and enemy positIons in town. At 2200 hours the platoon returnee to the 
1!'.ast edge of rtIBuuvtll..E for.8uppl.lea. They remained here tor the night..' - , 

DEgEMBE 6 
. 

At 0815 hours the 2nd seqtlon of the .1st 'PlatooDsupported Company MAl, 143rd 
Infantry, in an attack·to ret~'~ West halt ot BEBLE:NHIIM. street fighting lasted 
4t~oughout the day. ~proximately 30 of th& en~ were killed, and 20 captured. 

'De (1) tank Of the-1st sectlon~,was,at position (682517) to protect the right flank 

of the advancing 2I1d section,' Thi.a.tlUlk tired 20 round~ ot HE. The tank r~ma.ined 


j,n this posi tiont1:11 1445'•. theD 13:?7ec.'t to posUion ( 691510) with the sane mission• 

.\t :'.630 ti6.urs this· tank:" rePorted 1:0 Company 'B' ot the l43rd to support an attack 

on JIlL 25l (684595). "Abou!' 10 of the ene1D1 were wounded. or killed. 
, . . . 

.... ~e ~nd" Platoon in support ot the .3rdBatt~lon ot ,the i4.3rd !litant~y (ilL" 

Company) .1nattack q,n GUEM.fJl. They moved trQm ;assembl,'. area at RIBEAUVlu.E at 

0700 hours' :East along road 'into "GUEM'AR. Street fightine; lasted till 1300 houl'" at 

which time 'the town was cleared of the enecy. ApproXiIMtely 100 rounds ot 75 and 

16w. enm.mltioD were tired, plus 2000 rounds of 30 caliber. 30 ot the enemy were . 

killed, When the mission was completed the platoon re'1I1"Jl.ed:, t~ aIl3EA.tlYIW (1600 

hours). ~er the platoon had ~esuppl1ed.' it wu attachet\to the ·2nd Battalion at 

the 143rt1_' ,.At .1,.800 hours the platoo~,. mov~d to, ,an aesetqbl,.. ; area a' RIQ.UEWIHR where 

11: rematn8d for'the night., :..: 

. .' i . • . ' . 
. At··- 0800 hours the 3rd Platoon aupported ~K~ ~8ll7 o~ t.he 143rd in an aUe-ole 

toward OSTREDI. The l.t seotloa Jl')OVed down main ro8~ Southeutfrom RIBEA.UVIIJ.!. 
The 2ad 'se.ctlon attacked 'Eas( fr.om .ZE;t.LENBEilG. '1he 'piat90n' \ook up a position 1n 
the vicinity,ot. (728513) an~ ielIl,8i¥d; t·hrooglttout the -dq, firing 300 roun~s, ot 
75 ant' 76* H!! alll' AP at- targe\s QD. East 'sUe' ot river. Nnning through town. (Ii:)uea 
in t.own and .6 enemy tanks 1rt''East edie of ton). The' adTanoe we. limited beoause ot 
blown b:ridge a' (726513). Efte,ctot.,thetlre could not be observed. The platoon 
returned to Z!:LLENBURG to resuppl~ and tor maintenance•. 

~. . ~ . . 

The 1.t Platoon,attached to tbe 1st Battalion at the l43rd Infantry, remained 
in reserve 'hroughout the dEl" at BlIBlJ:HEIM. 

The 2nd Platoon, wi 'h 'he ~d Battalion of the 1431".1. moved at 0630 hours tram 
a.sembley area at RI~HR South in a~tack to gain and hold high groWld North ~d 
o!,erlooldDg RUNrZHEIIL . Th.e 1st section reached a point at (66650,3) where turth8l' 
advanoe was held up by ~ned roads. From this posltlon~8t 0700 hours, the ••ot10n 
helped repulse en8m7 counterattack of Battalion strength. Twenty rounds per tank 
were tired and 20 to 30 ot the enem;y were k111eC! or wounded. 

, The oo\l.lltlftttack came again at 1530 'hours and high ground in vicini" ot 
(,,"670) .....t.ehil The tanks were unable to maneuver ott the road and miDe. 
blooked ad-tallde ftUI~. All this limited the. field of tire so that ettec~ive tiN 
CO\lld not be brooght on the enenv. ~ 2nd aeetlon took UP Po,a1tlou at (6835.) at 
0700 hours and remained 1. reaeM'1!' to~ oounterettaok·tbl'oughout the dq. 

• 3 ­
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DEgpgma 10 

The 1st and 2Dd PlatooDS, attached to the lat B~ttalion ot the 143rdlntaatry 
at ~WIHR, attempted to attack BENNWIHR at 0920 hoUr.. The attack we. unauoceas~ 
fUl due to 8neJQ,Y roae! block. The aecond .eotloA· ot the l.t PlatoOll ~d the l.t 
seotion ot the 2nd Platoon moved to tirina .posltions to aupport attack, but were 
UD8ble to reduce enem;y resistance. ADother attac1c W88 made at 1630 hou1.. '!'hI•• 
aUack wae also ~cc.sdul. At 1130 l.t and 2nd' Platoon. ..re at~acbed to the 
3rt! Battalion ot the 143rd Intut17. .1!le 1$t Flatoon remal118d Indetenaive po.ition 
in the Vicinity ot MITTELnHR for tbe ·night. The 2Dd Platoon, attached to the 2nd 
Battalion ot the 143rd, aasembled ill tEI.l:amURG on 1 'hour alert. iDEm!)" killed and 
ca¢ured unknown. ..,. . . 

. Lieutenant lJaskevioh. Serge8.Qt Bartnick,; and Teo. 4th Grade Abels, and 

Landmesser were wounde~ when an artill.r,y shell struck tb~ house in which they 

"E;r~ eating. The ~ouse was in the vicinity or MIT'l'ELIIHR; ... 


I I • 

~e 3rd Platoon remained as the d8)' before until· 1900, .then the .ection 

at (73.359.3 )reJoined the' rest at (721512). .The })latoon 1mS attached to t~ 31'd 

Battalion of the 143rd Infantry. They reonined here tor the night.·
. . . 

DEQQWjR 11". " . 
; 

'. '!be 1at Platoon, attached to the 3rd BaUaUoa ot the."l43r:d i~ d.tenaive po.., 

itio. at MI'1'1'EU/IHR~ One tank moved to 6905tJO to tire on house. at ('93IJ").J'1'f'e 

houes were tired into by the tankS. Return ttre that the tank reo.i....d pat 1t. 

gun O\lt ot 8Otion~ Another tank ttred on town from position (69\501h .ttft.t. bl 

tlr. GOUld not be observed, One .e.otIOll of tanka wu 08 '~be ·MI'.l"lZUIHAo.B!RN\1IHR 

road, unable ~o.mer,. toreward due to etlE!Q7 teak 11re 'oomtD8 1'I'om B.QQIBR AD4 ar~ 

ill Yioinit7 ot~ (~9~96). .Conoen'~atiou~t artl11~zr. and moria.. tire·;'." bfOUgbt 

to bear on our t&Db here. The platoon tlr.ed 30 rouads ot HE durizag the day'.

operet.1ona': ' . 

. The 2nd PlatooD recai:ned in ~. ·attached to the 2nd .Battali-~Il ot the 
143rd iDtant17 in oombat team reN"e.· . . . ~ '1 • . 

~e 3rid' PletoOn J~.t. (721512), attache<\ to the 3rd BaUalioa.ot tbe l4,3rd 
Intaab:r, waa11l '8tlpport of th,.ld Platoon ead reintor.ed 1'111. oomp"~ Taw 
tired ·on Ea.taide: ot""rl...er in OstH!DI, deatroting one bOu.'eoOCUP1ed· 'by the el18l:O". 
the7 also ·tired into B!NHWIHR. 80 l"OWld. ot HE. end 20 rounds 01 Ai were tIred . 
during tbe day',. operatioN.' ~ . > ," •• 

';' " 
mciJ.mlB 11 ;' , ..' \ 

\ .~ 1•. Platoon. atiaobed to the: 3l"d Battalion ot tb6·14'1"d- WMt17. attabed 
Souta hom MI1ft:t;.~ to BSNN'::IHR. advancw about· 400 781'4.. .Ail.~..000t..­
a.taOk oD HILL '$1 torded .(he 3rd ,Battalion *'0 withdraw to lorraf: ~sitio~~ til 
platooa euPport.d 'he batt411qn by belJing repel". several en_ oowatu- .tta~ 
duriaa tbe· dq. tbe P1at9.~ ..recaln.d In,I(tT'rELWIHR tor the nisht6 .•' '. 

o • 't. .. . .'. ,':!' ,~~. " " ,. , 

. !be 2D4 Pl..'00I4: ·lD ~••·me in ~J .w.. oal1ed 01lt at 0115' hour, to 
1OUt_.taCt u4 help regaiil ground irf't:he . vicinity ot" BlBtImIIlM 1e.tto· ttle ...., 
ear,.,. in tbe IIOniaa. ~. platoon made tbree .eparate aUaak. durins the dq. e..b 
oae. _oeeutal. "N7 l'eturAed to '.zF.liUNBOlD tor tbe n~gh~, , '.i" . 

. " .' . 'I,.i. :- f"~,:.~ I' 

• ".. '·1 ., " _ 't( ,\' . • I/:~"" 7 .. ~'" ~.~ '.~ r \ .. :....~ .. f , • 

~ ~ , ,: "'" 1-':" .. ': \ '.\:~ ,~;:."" .. "'....... II' 
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co. '0' Narrative • 
•Lieutenant ():alton was ltilled and nine enlisted l:len were 'MIA troe the ylciDlty

ot MIT'l'!LWnm., 

"1 l?~_a 15 

The ls' Platoon attached to the la' BaUalion ot tbe ~d; two tents 

recained in detensl~e position 'at (68~04).; 


The 2nd Platoon. 'Three tanka remaille~ ill ~egil:1entel r81erYe at ZElJ.?NBERG. . , , , 

, , 

'J.'r.e3r~ Platoon: TWo, tank. a'tache~ to the ,rd l3ettel10n ot the 14.3rd in 
defensive positions at OSTBEIM to SU~d against oounterattacks trOQ the South end 
9Jl,thweat. 

.. 

, . 
The 1.' Platoon, with the 1st :aattal1011 ot, .he 14~rCI. r~ined at (684.504) 


till 1800. at which time the)r were' r'eil."ed b~ the 2nt' Platoon. They ret1arned 

to ZtLL"IlNBERG as regieental reserTe, (1st Platoon: .3 tanks) 


. r '~. . , 

'l'he 2nd Platoon re~ined in 'regiJ:lental'~eserve in ~ till ieoo hours, 
at whioh time they re1iived the 1st Platoon. 'lhey remained 1h detenal,Ye po.1tioll 

. '. -,."t. . . at (68IlS04). , ".':.',., ' 

. '! : ~.. 


T4e 3rd Platoon: ,(3 tanka) Same a. previcU.s day, 

pEc¥Ei:t lZ 

The 1st Platoon h~ld in ZELLENBERG as Battalion reserve. atta**,.· the" 
3rd Battalion:.ot the l43rd Infantry• . 

The 2nd Platoon, 'attached ;J;o ~he 1st .aitta.L,~n ot th~ l4~ ,Intant~y, remained 
in detensive position at (684504)'tintll "15~ hoit"r.8.,'at whiCh t11ne'2 tanka ~ttacked 
MI~LWIHR with the 2nd Platoon 01', Compan;y~ '0- ot the 1"-31'd Infan~r)'. Their 
mission was to take.prlsonersa :iburteen pri"onvs were 'skene .1IO~ wou~de4i and 
an unknown number kil18th At dark they retutned to their. tormer 'position at 
( 684504) ~ The prisoners were turn.ea 'G1-er 'to the infantry.· 

,
' The 3rd Platoon, attGcheo to 'Mem's ~rce'. 'remained in 'detensive position 

in OSTREIM. 1bey brought harassing'tire to' bear on enemy po:sltions on' the east
side ot town. .' 

. ,. : 

tECEM3BR 18 
.. ,j 

The 1st Platoon, .~tt~oheC!/,to the 3r~, +lat~ali,.on '£Qf' :tl1e 143rd I~'t~t~.· ~fned 
in lIetensiYe pqsit1~n 1~ t~e v~o.inity ot;ZfrL~~1G ,tn' r~~i~~.Dt.al~~se~•• " ,," , 

The 2nd' Platoon.,' :~ttf\~d;.~"tft,~ ~~~t4~i~t~";43.~!~~~ip~~ in' : 
lIetensive position in th~ vl~p1ty",ot MI'l'flt't~UHa:i~~.:-(686S03h :r( • 

• ' I.~. 'r." ,,~: ,'!'j ~'l ':'\ .~, \,., • p « 

- 1 ­
. ' ; it,. ~•• 
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LECEM9ER 22 

. The OF section, with the' 3ro Platoon,left assembly area at LIWOISHEn! at 
1330 hours and moved to (031988) by road convoy. Total distance traveled: 
approxi~tely 4 miles. 

The 2nd Platoon joined the rest ot t he company at (031988). 

The 1st Platoon made no change. 

DECl!Ml3ER 23 

The 1st Platoon: N:> change. 

The 2nd Platoon: Rer:lained in reserve at company CPt 

The 3rd Platoon: Alertec at, 2345; remaine~ on alert at end of day. 

' ... ,; ...~ 

The 1st section of the 1st Platoon was at CHA~~O, firing on enemy positions 
tor harassing effect. The 2nd $~otion ~de no c~~ge• 

• 
r"'" ',. :t . ~.. t 

The '2nd P1atoott: On alert ~ att·ac4ei1 to the .,3rd I3attali -,n ot the 143rd ~ntantry. 

The 3rd Platoon: The 2nd section!nOved out in support of 1st Platoon ot -B­
Company to check woods at 0930 hours. 'They ooved northwest to (100115); then north­
east through woods. Road block was encountered at (111118), also at (112118); 
they were uncanned., The infantry conti~&d to the east edge ot woods; 1].9 e~~my was 
encountered. Infantry returned to tanks, munted and all elements returned 'to 
assembly area at 1130 hours. At 1630 t~e .2nd section moved out to replace the 1st 
section which needed amDlnition the second section took up the same position that 
the 1st section had held (131102). They remained here for the night. 

lJ"SCEMBsa 25 

The company was relllJ1ed from the 143rd Infantry. The 1st and 3rd Platoons 
returned to the company assembly area at 1100 hours. '!hey remained here with the 
rest of the company until 1530 hours, at which time the entire company moved to a 
new assembly area at REICESTEDT. MOde of travel was by road convoy; the distance 
traveled was 7 miles. All-platoons were attached to the -Task Fbrce Linden-. 

'.. 
A company tOrmEtion was held at 1200 and the Battalion Commanding Offioer 

presented the tollowing Officer andEnlist~d Men with the Iurple Heart Medal, or an 
oak leat cluster in lieu thereot: Lt. Thocpson, Sgt's. Armentrout, and Marsh, 
Tee. 4 Wil11s, Cp1's.. M:>rrow, ane'! KanCflr, •Tee. 5. ::3ati.S CRe Ilanuelos, and lriva"te 
Angelotti. 

. ' ., . 
The 1st P1atoon/ <' 4~4't~nks)' ~e~ ~p 't~r'indi~ect~'tlri~ in the Vicinity

?t RP.:ICIf3TJ!:DT. (01543.05072). 

- 9 ­
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otJ'lS1MmINQt 00M§41 AQ1IQN 2! fANB§ JXlRING MONTH Ql pECM!:R 

re:cmrm ~ 
'!'he 'at~aelc 011 Mrl'TELw:pm and BENNIIHR trom the 9th through the 14th ot 

December eftOcuntered aome or the atitteat oPfOalti~n the company had yet encounterec 
and is described as the out.tand1na combat events tor the month. . 

on the 9th, the fir8t and lacond Platoons. 8\1pporting the 1st Battalion 143 
RCT. attacked the town ot~MI'1'lIL1inm from the north and west, the Second Platoon 
torming the attack eohel-G~. ,moving' in trom the we~t on two par81le,l roads, the 
First Platoon rorming th~ :bese et tire, moving in 'on the town h"an the north• 

. The at~ack st&r:ied at 0805 hours, two infantry, companies atta*'ns with the 
Second 'Platoon, and one with the First. Deleyed until 08.35 hours. by triendly mi~ 
which had not been r~ved. the Second Platoon moved into' the town on the heela of 
a belt hour artillery preparation. Progress was slaw. due to tbb 'a~t that the 
infantry cleaned up each house thoroughly betore lIDving on. Initt&l opposition 
was light. but this slow progress lav. the enemy an opportunlty to send in rein­
torcing intantry and t·anks. Jt..t 1130 hours the attack had progressed ,to (693500) 
(road leading 8O,uth to BENNWIHR) when the lead tan1c ot the Second Platoon encount­
ered e Mark V Tank. An excEnse ot tire brought two (2) hits on t~e enemy tank, 
which we.. not dameged~ The eneDIJ tank tire W8f DOt aQcurate and caused no dameee. 
Pbroed:to back behind a building tor cover turther advanoe was impossible tor either 
side. as' there were no alternate routes ot aayence and avenues ot approaoh were 
well covered _1' tank tire from both sides. 

'j 

me failure '0 take the towns with dispatch th1. d~ wu due to the tact tibet 
thl advantage ot s.uprise was not utilized to the fulle.t. I1rat the intantry 
methodieal advance save the enemy tilDe to ruah in reintorOementa and second .. our 
own intantry, depleted in manpower aad morale lacked the aweuivenes•.neces• .,. t~ 
P'lsh the attack to the tullest. . . ~ 

t 

P!9"PR 10 ... 14 
~ .

(bn~imdng the attack on BENHWlHR • 0920 hours, progreaa _sa 88ain 1mpeeded by 
ener:w tank .tire covering all avenues ot .approach. C»1e section ot each plat~o. 
moved to'tirlD8 positioo on the hl8h .round Nonh ot MI!'TEL'fIHR. but were ~'le to 
place tire on the en.. tanks due to the buildings and dug-in positions ot ,~ 
e1\8l:V tanka. 4t 16,0 hours another attack waa made wt was al.o uuuuce.aetUl to. . 
the same reUODe. 

DariD8 'b.1a period the .n~ 4JDllDenced attackibg b1 infiltration. ~~P8 
of lzttaist17 and ·DUIDN"OUs bazoo~ teeq continuously att~ed to penetrate ~~ 
~ were toft•• aucces.1\tl bec.auae our intantq had not Sltticient atl'eD8th to 0iW­
post tbe toWQ properly, and the tendccy tG ao....ate In house. t~ ~ 
asu.. tile oont1mloua ertUleq D4 ~ 'bUr.-.- ­

....... 
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. # NA.RRl4IVE·Ql OOMPANY % JW!14ONTH <2l ;ECMg !!lIll 

J2ECJiJMR. 1 

NBintenance Qnd~~pp17 aee'lons arrived 1ft ROMBACH at lOOObours. 3rd Platoon 
att.ached to 31'4 Bat~a110n 14,2n4 ant ord,ered by Rest-atal .S-, to report to 3rd •• 
'Battalion C0Dq8n4ing Officer at TREMB.\CH. x.n Coapqy &rea at 1400 hours and 
arrived at TREMBAOlf but oould not lind CP 3rd Battalion 142Ac1 there; staye:d night, - . 

at TREMBACH.. .: • 

PEgpmB 2 
TY 

Ue\lt~nant BIlrk4tt returned to ROMBJR at 0900 hours ani reported to aegimental 
9-03, i~ ,and tound that htb hac! lteen siven the wrong location atwh1ch to reJlO" 
t'be dey lietore. 3rd Platoolr reiievei from 142n4 ana put in DlvlsloD reserve at 
:toM:aAca at 1000 hours. Sergeant Thomas and Sergeant !sly with two tanks accoq)anied 
Lieutenant Coston a. tank suppOrt in intended attaok on small v11188e ot GRANDMONT. 
Lett Company area· at 0130- hours. At 0830 hours the two. taDks were sent back to 
~ area by Li8l1t.enant Coston lteoause of th.. impossibility ot using the traUs 
lee4ins lnto GRAN!M)NT. At 1200 hours Lieutenant Galnel and Lieutenant fillot.on 
ordered by Battalion CoDIIIanding Offioer to take tive tanks and 2,5 men as lntant17 
support and go to the relief of CcmiJany 'AI, 14,3ri at (6,51,561). Lett ~any area 
at 1400 hours and prooee4ec! with thaaid ot French guide to vicinit,. ot (67,560,5).• 
.At 1100 hours ordered to return to oompany area as CoauJ&nf lA', 143rd had been ..~ 
relieved. Closed in on oompany area at ROMBACH at 1800 hours and plaoed in D1v1s1on 
reserve. 

DEgp.mER 3 

All platoons 1n ~vision reserve at ROMBACH, Commanding Ofticer visited c~any 
at 1500 hour.. Min sent to ahows11l. at S'l'E MARIE. Danoe tor enlistee! men at R<JdB.tCH 
in evening. 

; . 
. ' . . I . ,. ": ' , 

. On Division or4ers, .company was attacKed to 14,20d at 1900 hcNra. Company 
ordered to SELEST.Tat 2260 hours by or4er otCOmmand1ng Officer 142nd. Commanding 
Oft!cer report ed to Hfgimental S-3 at 230tt bo~~. Company minus suPP17, mess. and 

... maintenance, lett ~CH at 2400 hours.·· ,.­

• .. 
.' ' DECf'WHlB Sir 

; '. .., ;. , _ . ' _. ~ ,. , i :, . t , ~ 

.3M Platoon attaohed to 1st Battalion 14~n4. Infantry.. · . Platoon Leader reporte4 to 
Co~DB Offioer J.42nd at A()200 hours, orderet! .'to retJ.lrn at- 0800 hOurs. Thie' be tid 
aDd'1fU to14 wbua,.toplaoei his tenlcs. lst.~·aec~~on; 3,rd :P1Stoon' .':(?8"~>t In4 
ae~t.10n. 3rdPlatoon. at (195'627)·, ~ 2nd Platoon attaohed to 1st Battalion l42114, 
Reported to .s-3 1'110 1000 hours. 1st section, 2Jld'~latoon placed in detenaive poaition 
at (793'19). 2D4 seoUon, 2n4 Platoon at (188623) in detensive position. CompIlD)' 11)' 

taDka tormina I'ina a:roun4 SELn:STAT ~tta TO 8U~""~."Company ataye4 in taotor)' .. 
~11~~~ onRUt.aki~. ot~8E~A.+J6e, q.i~t·, ot,~~;',5.h\:.("""- :op tC)' (788624.r at 
1200 1J(Nr.. .. OompaDJ .IUPp1y.- .Is. Iiii! m8iDtenanca maTed into SEtZSTA.T from ROUBACB.. _.. . 


- 1 .. 
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.. 
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' ..'., 

. ." ­
ot 00Bl.PaD7 in 1st Battalion 142Dd reaerve in SEW'l'AT. . COntinuet h8a'Q' ahellin& 
ot all part. ot town thnl-out ,.he 4q and nisht. Pl"tvate Romine. s11&htlJ wolin4e4 
in 1:68 by shrapnel during artillery barrage•

• 

PESiP1'R2! 12 
, 	 . 

2n4 aeetion, .31"4 Platoon helped lntan.1'J ot 'B' Co~. lJJ2za4 repel German 
oounterattack nearlU (1'9026) at dawn. 12 roun4sot HE aD4 2000 rounds ot 30 
calit;,Jr 8D1"mition were tired. 30 Germails were captured an4 15 killed.. No 
oasu,aUies sustatnod in tanks. Lieut.... ~"' aii(i hia Hotioa of two tanb 
supporteel two infantry attacka bt '0" CCmipaDT l42nd, ono at '1000 hours and ono at 
1500 hours. ~o morning attack ft8 41rocted,at Il Rl near (795635). The atternooIJ 
attack was on the tactol'7 buildings noar (7926'7). 1W-1ng tho attaoks, 4000 rounds 
ot .30 calibre aDIIW1Uion and- 2.5 rounds ot HE were ezPel\~. Tho lntantJ"7t1ith 
help of tanks capture4 af,Proximatel1' SO en~ and estimated 20 were killod after tbe 
attaok:s. Ueutenant Burkett',s tankS pulled back'to dotensive position near RJ 
(794634) tor tho night. Lieutenant Gainey with to~tanks was ordered out to SUppol 
'BII Oo~any J,42nd in attack along road (795628 - 7956.35) alona whichrouto two 
coD;)anies ot ~rman8 had taken up positions in the 110\18eS along road. Tho 1st 
Platoon worked up roed neutralizing the enomy posit.ions in hoUse.. The attack laste 
two hours•.'.An esUmated 150aerJ:Dans were oaptured and 50 ld11ed~ AzmmlnitioD. 
expended. 70 roundS of HE. 10 rounds of APf! 15 oanister.. 5000 rot.Inda of 30 eaUbr~. 
Uter the attack the lat Platoon pulled into position to dete~d·:R.r at (195635) with 
three "tanks. No casualties were sustained ill tanks. One ot 1.t. Platoons tana was 
.tuok at (795628) at' beginning' of attaok. .tSter 1ark, 'Company Maintenanoe tried to 

.	retri eTa.SIlk wt'h'T-2,but oould not get it out ""e,cause ot the int,~e .helliaa ahd 
and· direot SP. fire that was thrown .at theme In ['. concentrated GeI'lllEm ooW)t8J'attack 
withtant supported intantry, all ot our torC6El at (799026) were t.oroed,opu11 back 
to (795628).. Serge8l1t Romberg was forced to abandon his tanka' Rl. ~l'iD8tbe, 
aotiolll Sergeant ThaD88 was hit in chest by debris during arttllel7 b8l'1'age. was 
evacuated" but returned to c~ area the next toorning. Serpent Romberg took 
OCIJIDand of Sergeant Thomas's tank and remnined at RJ (795628) duriDg night. 1.t 
"otion, 2nd Platoon remained in defensive positions at (793619). The 2nd seotion 
J'tmained at (783613). Rest ot company j:l, 1st Battalion 142nd. in SEtlSToAT. 

' .... , PECEMBER 1.1
!. . 

Continued heavy shelling ot SELESTAT. Company supp-ly sent baok to Servioo 
Company at STE Ml~IE, at 1000 hours. Sergeant Thomas took replaoement tank and with 
Sergeant Romberg went into defensive position at (795625). At,taohed to 'B- Co~ 
142nd. Lieutenant Burkett and 1st section attached to Ooq)any .0', 142nd attad1ced 
factory district at (792637) at, 1900 h0ur8 and patrolled distriot until 2400 hours. 
Ten (10) rounds BE and 1500 rounds ot 30 calibre AlIII1I,lnitlon were expe~ded. One (1) 
ot 1st Platoons tank hit bY.artillery fire at 1000 hours and brought back to oOmpany 
ar~. Company OP remained in centor of SEWTJd'~' . l 

j , .... , 

. . 
. 	 i. "'. ',;.:" •. ' "',.' '. : ..... 

'lat section. 3rd Platoon attache.atoComp~~'C· l42nd, ~ana.1ned in detensive 
position covering RT at (194634h. 2!iC!' 8e,ctioi1.3~ P1atoo~ ,is attached to IB' 
CQi1IpaDF 142nd in support, a:t(195·~).l.t, ,P,latoOJl ~Jltain~d rp~d· block at (195635):", 
1st seotion. 2nd Platoon w1tb Anti-Tank COmpany, 142 in detensive position at 
(783613). 2nd seotion remained in deteDB;i~e,posit10n' covering R.T and bridge at 
(793619).. Company CP at SEL!Sl'AT. Liout'enant·· T1llotson attaohed to Comp8D)' '0-. ~ 

'" , ·3­



,. , ., .. • 
". 

OompaD)' moved trom OR3CHWILLER at 81.3' hour. sad arrived at LtNOOLBIM at " 
1100 bours. En route, ODe tank. tbN. 'aUve ot left lateral. hit a Doench WOIIU!lD.. ' 
tilling her and plUDg8d into ~ildlDg. rut accident occur.a4 .t. DlfLBsD4 ,6th 
Divi.ion YP's lnvest1&a'.d OUe. ~ QP at LImOtsHEIM. eomp., l&Dder 
Battalion control. 

Company remained in bivouac area under Battalion control at LlNGOLSHI~ 
Company CP at LINOOLSHEIM., 

lIQ11'MR!iB 24 

Company in bivouac' area at LINGOLSHEiM~ Company OP at UNGOL9HEIM. CompBl17 
under Battalion Control. Company notified by 5-3 of attachment to 242nd Infant~y 
at 2,300 hours. :! 

DECEMBER 25 

Company Coumander reported to Concanding Officer 242nd at O~ hour.. Company 

Coumander and EXecutive Officer made reconnaissance of Re81mentalare,a .outh ot j , 
S'IRASBOtJM during the zooming. O:>I!mending Officer, 753rd 'l'aak Battalion Visited 
company at 1300 hours. A oompany formation was held and a.ards ot 01'01% de Guerra • 
and FUrple Hean were presented by the Comnanding Officer. Chr1stmae d1smer waa . 
served at 1500 hours. Company and ~any C:? r'3n:cined at LINOotsarnc.~. ' 
attached to 242nd Regiment in Regimental resarv':)., j'. f 

DECl!1iIBSR ~6. 

Company moved to "ficinity of (002942) during the l!X>rning. Platoon Leader. madf' 
reoonnai.sance ot Re8imenta1 area immediately south ot STRASBOURG and weet ot the ~ 
RHINE RIVER. All platoons alerted, Com1;)al'1Y in 242nd Regimental reserve. 00mp8D,Y , 

CP at (002914.2), 

Company attached to 242nd Infantry. Plat'oon~'alerted. Company an .1x (6) hour 
alen to return to 36th Div1a1.on•. Company in Reg1meAtal re.erve at (002942). 

'-::', : ­
'~'29:\':"" 
,.,' r 

Compan)' 1~ Regi.mantal reserve at (o02942J~W1th 242nd Infantry. Platoons' alertt 
Company on' -six (6) alct.. AleJ1Jee tc %'8t~ to 36th D171~. 00IIiPU)' CP do "0029J;,~ 
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.... ., ..... 
DEmMlR'} 

2nd P1atoonattq.ched "tp' 2na Batt41.ioD 142nd ftar witH the mission ot supporting 
and reizi1'orcihg road blocks in vicinity ot SCHAENZELL HorEL at (696705). At 1000 
hours two (2) "anks were ordered to support a company of4 int811try. in aD at"'''ck on 
the town ot· ~CH. 'ranks' pl'oceeded w1. th the 1n1'an~ry down tbe roa. and 
made no contact with'~be eD~ untit ~heY'reacHed a lightly defended tOad block at 
(686598). Intantry· OI1tt1anked the road 'block, cQnslsting of logs, and atte~ the . 
engineers, out the ....1 oabIea'the t8Dks overrode the 'block. Tanks rdained uilder 
cover and in .positioD,to :coyer' the' intantryin their adTanee. The grounod at this 
point was an extremel,e%pOsed point •.. ,As the intantry approached a tactory at 
(680594) they began to draw 20MM tiN. 'Die Seotion I.aader in a M4 Tank moved out 
trom under cover to a point at (682595). 'to engage 'h8ell8lQ' weapon and 4e.~roJed 
same with aoo.d ettec:t. ·As the tank accomplished its missioIl! 1tbe~an to drawantS. 
tank tire a\ a point (683586). All the tank began to baclaap to maneuver out ot 
tire. the.tBnk ,co~er was killed by shtt11 tregme-nta end unknown to rest ot crew 
the tank fts virtually-out ot control. The tiank continue4 to Joaokup.untll<it over. 
turned a~ (682595)· and, was unable to be retrieved even to the exte!1t ot setting 
tl}etenk o~nder out.·"l'he 8U,ppOrting taDk o-f the section moved torweN: to el1g88e 
~he anti-tank gun and t1r.ed ten '(10) rowid8 results ot 'whioh are not knoWA., Bal­
ance ot the platoon was 1.%'ellieved fran,their missions as ;oad blow to 88s1at' the 
intantry 'in TBANNBNIaROK to help xoopup' the t'o~ but. because ot tbe o~ion in 
orders and the wi.desFeed d'spersion ot, t'be' plhtoon j.t. took an ~,before the ' 
s~ctlon couldjotn the inUntry. In t~ me~ while ~h8 town.s SGcured by. the' 
in~~t1'7 and the: tanks _re.order8d'tou8~le In"the Vicinity of the OoJimahd Post. 
one ,(1) t~cwent into a'position oil'~ .ro~dblo&lr,;at': (97~95). . . 

, • •• .'_. "'!..._ '... .iJ r . : .. 

'1be, ..1nt-antry reoelved orders to puSh on to' a point at (704572) to establish a 
road bloCk but because ot en~ resistance through a strong combat patr.ol and 
information ot at least three (,3) strong road blocks the mission was cancelled and 
tanks were lnformed that they were to be r.~1~,pved by a platoon from Company 'B­
at 2400 hour. an..d that .-they were' to return'to the Company Area at ROMBACH tor 
maintenance and servicing. 

:3rd Platoon attaohed to 1st Battalion ~d RCT in Tfcinity o!' 'l'HAN\TII.Ll!: 
wher~ they had assembled dnrlng the ni~until road blocks from TaANVILtE to ~ 
point at (V-1446,57) could be remoyedbyen81rieers·. Tanks ~ved' at 1,300 hoUrs to 
the aasembly, ar~8 of the battalion withmissioll' of BattelionL.Reserve. . 

• ,. " ." ' c .'~ •• . . 
, . I 

'1st "Pl~ioon in CoJJl)~ 4.ree. at RClaBAcH as Division: BeS~rv.e. 
~ ," , • ... . .• • ••_ . ,.' ~ .:~ _ _ '. .,.' ." " ,.' • _... t(." 

I?E~ 2..~. 
I." , 

2nd Platoon relieved by platoon from Company IBI at 0100 hours and returned 
to RcamA<E .t,*,D;e~••aaJ"1 maintell~:e, :md~e~~:i~.f.' ~1a~9P.1I. ~~osed;1n'~:'
Area at 0230 hQQr8. . . . '. :..' ,,'. ,... . .. ' _...... .' .. '; 1, - .(: 

• • . ; - . ' ~ . ..... .' . ~ ;:~~. -" •• 1._ ".. ~ J \. .' itt ,.. ;. • 

. 3n" Pl~toOn 'rei~eVed tz:~~tt~c~e~' to ~st' Be.ttelio~.142nd RCT at 0600 hours 
and reoei'ted O~8l"S to r~joili oomptiny~ i ".: :" -·f·\ .. .....' 

http:1a~9P.1I
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• • 
Coc.pany JOOYed trom ROMBACH to S!l:LES'l'A'l' on Battalion order at 1530 houri and 


olosed a new area at 1630 bourse 1.t Platoon joined oompany at 1630 hours. Comp~ 

in D!yis10n Reserve aDd commun!oationa established with Battalion by radio and wire. 


Company began the period in DiVision Reserve in vioinity ot SELESTA'1' pertonn1ng 
necessary ma1.ntenence and r~dio.e werebefng checked by a detachment tram a Corps 
Signal CompanY. All tanks were 1n tair oomba'conditlo~. 

. . .,. " 
, ".' ~. "" . . . . 

At 1800 hours one (1)· p.latoon'WDS'ol'derea to be ~ttaohed to 2nd Batt~1~on 14lst 
ReT. Plet oon teader ,Clld Executl~e ·ot1'108l" went torward to the, battal10n fpr. ~ , 
c..'rientation as to 1t8 mss'on anci ~o reoeiIf'e instructions. Platoon moYed ,at 2200 
hours to HuNAWIBR (6845J4) whce it.as eanioed endtrom there "JOOved to RIQIJE1IHR 
(673522) closiDgin RIQ,tmWIHR at 080200 hQur8~ 

Balanoe .ot oOq,any in DiVision Reserve in Vioinity ot SE~•. 

'PEap4UR 8 
. .: , 

. PlMoon Leader reported to Battalion CcmmaMer at 0200 boun that hilplatoon 

wu in assembly in' the' town and he ~eceivecl iuttu~.oli8, to send one: (1) seot10n . 

to the Vicinity ot '(663496). "At O~O 110urs tbem;i.aion otthi~f "Ot~oD ft' aupport 

ot the infantry against possible ehEllllY o"uteratta.~ thro\l8h tbe· .addle at 6'634"., 

Infantry furnished guides tor this section aDd lea 1hom:, into poit'ion. preyf.oual7 

reoo_oltered bJ them 4uring .d.l1ght houra, No oo~taot witH the ,enpmJ ft' made end 

thi' seotlonwaa' O~.hd to return to the town ot RIQU!'lHR at 2OeO hours. 1.," 

Section l"eBa1ned in aattalion Reserve tor the' period.' . 


, . . . ~ . . 

'2n4 Platoonattaohed to lat Battalion llf.lat RO'!' at 2100 hours BAd CompaDf .' 
Conmander and PlEi..toon Leader went forward to contact Battalion ())n:maftder and,received 
ordera to assemble the pl.qoon at J HImAfIHR· at 2400 bO\II's. '. Platoon cloee4 in _ ". 
usembly at O~13p.~ur~ . ' .... 

mgpmEB9
;, ':!.. t '.t... . "' 

• . ' , •• ~." o.

·2nd Platoon IOO,Yed 1niti~lY to RIQUlWtHR -tromwh~r~. t.he7 were. to proceed ·to 
Battalion seotor tor opera~tona. BattelioD!l8ctor of~perat10ns was on the lett ot 
the Regtmental sector aDd conai.ted ot a seneral up.b111 sloping yineJarde ou1mensting 
ill a h11~ 1:1884 known aa ~ 351 and HILL .393. 1'b8>aeotor to 'the lett of the 
Battal10m was doubt·1\ll17 tseldby our own 'roo~andmoveinent pt tanks .. oompletelJ 
exposed '0 en.. fi.reand observation. rule m.,ing for*ard in vic1ntty ot torWard­
BattalloD QomneQd Poat platoon was taken'undertire'by relatively heavy artl11er,r fire 
and en.. tent tire with the reMts that ODe (1) ~ 76. Tank wall destroyed bJ 
en8Dl7' tank_ lJurD8d with no caau81t1es. Platoon was unabl~, ~o take this tire 
UDder tire beoaa.s .. ot tlie difficulty ot pioking'out the en. 'Weapon in the yelle, to 
tbe l'8ft. Oba.-fttiDn on our part W88compl1oaiiedby'heaVy grqund mists. Platoon 
had no altel'll8te 8*oaoh route torWarc! to 88nl't oOmplmie'stieoauee ot terrain . 
,ohannelization ,and specitio direcUv~ ot ~t'al101f ;ooninA.~r. FbsltioD8> were . 
oocupied and throUghout the rest ot the· period were' h~avi.ly her.,~ed by;eDeJqf 
art11lU7. Platoon olosed in ylpiDitt ot Batta~i0zt Q~"P6st,~ tpr the night,' 

:: .' J ~-., . ,,' " ~.. " _'... ,r'" 
,...~ j :~, ~ "";' '... 

~J .• 3,:­
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,rd Flatoo. a,t.".d to 2nd Ba~t.u.oa Wa' DO! wit" the aame~."'oa. 

2nd Platoo.. ,.at , .se.uoa forward to poait,ou o,.Qle4 preyio'Pll. au 
,Platoon, DOW a"ached '0 ~ Bd'a110a. . 

At «)9-" hoUJ'. Gemau ,.til'"'ed t'I'Clm hilla Weat ofRIqxm:IUIR an~ 'OQte..... 

attaoked 1a .t~ens'h. !be 00IDPaa7 'AI ()lJmaM Po., ~a oae ot the tira' to noti.ce 

the lnf'f.ltratioa srou.ad the ton aad lmecU.a~ a.t...1lP adete... b~ tire wh1~. 

higher head~artera were ·~1t1~. ..: 


1st Pla\oon was I\o'"tled '0 Pl'ooe~ 41"0'1, ad promptl,. tJtom flOlf.dIHR to the 
COIDPaD1 to support the aotion agains' tbe oouDtefiattaek, 1.' Ple'ooo wader waa 
wounded by eneJnJ aniper t1~e eDl'out. from HONA~IHR _d ••1ea•• ot platooa (l tanka) 
had dlttloult, in pJ'OoeedlD8 into town ot lUQ,OltWIHR be.au.e ot eaeIqF tor.. la 
atreDglh 'bat, intertep'ec1. their route. When one.Y61Utle a".,..1 '0 nul i.'o 
'own the YeMole wa. kDo~oU~ b, puse~ taut and orew torted to aban40D the 
tank. . H:> ,unaltl... .. 

o.e maa W88 tilled lib.' eneJV super fired on a pat~l ot ov mea wbGwent to 

l_e.'laatethe teulb.il",. ot retrieYing ,the hnk· and a110wiD8 the road '0 ~ 

oleared. ' 


ft••toUoh, remaining with the 2nd Bat~alion i41" ROt."d' P-rad,"e4 ~o w1\h. 
dl'aw from thel.. t01'W8I'~ position in order t9 be 8e"10ed _~ .Wse, ~d'erle.. . 

The .eo,lo~ wtth·3rd !Bttalion 141.' Rot .as 9rd~red,e Withdraw to Yl.1nl'y 

ot Ba,jalioil ConiDcliJd Po.. to~ ba~ta1ion .ecnarit,.·· '. 


, '" ,m:QP!RIB .,.' .'::
;"., "' "... . 


Period began wUh the 3rd Platooa attached- ~~,2nd Battalio~.1U'. Rdr ln 

defensive poaitlon Eaat and South of the town ot RlquElLfIf(e, ' 


2nd Seo'lon ot 3rd Platoon lupported Jbx Com,pBD71 eftorts to brealaap the enem,y 
ln1iltraUon: in their har ,br tire from. ~hei.r ,"etepslye poI1'lou. Te.nlat and 
infantry reoeived heaV1 Bl'iUlel7 d~I'i.1I8 -the d87.' At'dart.-*hi' aeotlou, .. alened 
to possible eneJD,Y tankaUaok ~om 'Ial!:N!ZHBDI wb~o~ "4.i~ ma~erVt.llse. . ,. , 

. ,. : ." .. 1 0' . 
At ~~break l.t ~otlon of ~ Platoon moved ~ttheir defealive'positions in 

"icl~U,. of lUQUf£WIHR to the 3r4 ·Ba"a1ion,ar.~~ a~ ~682502) eftd remained 1n reserve 
while 2nd SecUoa'm)Ye4, \0 a po.Ulon at 8PPl'Pa1JIatel,. (618491) to support the' . 
intantZ'7. agel.' IlOs~ible en~ bOWl'erattack. . . 

1.' Platqoa .. brok'emap '0 ree.'4blhht.he 3rdPlatoon to full l'r8D8\h. 
- ,.. .. . .:' : - .." 

'.. 'DE*" M', . t,' 
:: '. "".:' .. 

!hi. period ~ea Wtth','Ul vehicle. alerted' torenGiY OOUAterat'aok 11M! we 
had the 2Dd Platoon atta.bed to 3rd Battalion ~l.t Ref in po.lt1bn-wit~ ODe tank in 
Ylo1nU,. ot. (679500) .~ support the lntentr)' by tire agai~t e.e~ oOUD'eratta~ 
One tank WU oJ'dered to aappol't a platoon tJtom 'I' Comp8I2IY 1a all etton to olean­
out en.. iDtiltl'atloa in "lotnUy mft'!LWIHR. 'laak JD)yed lnto ton. I\UJported 

-.sOlO 
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2nd Platoo9 .'.0.4 :'0 ~.....el1oalU•• RC'l' had rODe .eotlon in tol'W!u.i.'·,' 
poaition wJaioli dlne'ec!' tire OD ~u-gQ•• ot oppo~lt7. ~.,.r. &1eo 11l"PQ.UioI'0 repul.e aQ .o-,..,,~.;~.... 0.. ('1) 'uk .ent with a .",ad:C)t;;lntutr:r 
to attemp' to terre\-.out e~ Piper ua'88 .8 maobiaegws. 111'1118 on _.pe.ted 
'8%'get. wt.\h \IDkDo1m M,.Uh PWOOD 01,-04'. ia 'f'1.11li':r ot Ba"allOD CoDlD8Dd 
FOst tor the Ill_. 

31''' PlsoOD ,a'tl!lched~to 2ri~' Battalioa ot'lUat ReT ba4 'ODe (1) .eo'loa on 
HILL 393 in' IUPp6r. ot the liatantr;r.' Oft. tblc' .ellt OIl a misslorr ot t.rret~ag..out 
en~ maohinasun,tpo.it',C'u.· ',ti. 'uk tired OIl ,be eD.., poaltlon after ~.WlDs 
fire an" sil_oilis iUnbu' 'whethel' U "'~ed..out·ftI- DOt' definite1¥. boa. 

At 1500 hours thie platooD _a, or4ereclto t11'e d1reot haras81ng tire oa towns 
of 'KIEN'1"l.H!D4 and SIGOLSHEIM and fired tort:r-el8bt (48) rOUJ1~ 11'1t hout known etfeot. 
InterVening srollJld t~"'res ah" poor vi.1billt:r· praveD'ed tiring on SIGOLSHED4. 

, ",:: :......~~ .. 

. ..~. 

W'QMER' 11 

2Dd Platoon attached to ,3rd Battalion·.lU.t RO'1' had one (1) ..otlon operating 
on HIU. 3S~ in support of the infantry and assi.t." them tn mppiDg-up supers. 
One {1) Yehiele fired into t.he town ot SIGOISHBIM to support 0\11" lAtaJltl7 aad
b8J'u. the e~. 1bis .eot10n remained in po.i'ion tor the night tQ. CIODt1mae 
their miuion in the morniq., One (1) "ant· was hit bT ,~111er¥ tire o'n the ld1v '~ 
and w~ replaced in posit10a. 1st Beoot'ion o;>vad,!from'BaUeliolf, aeaervtt.to ,be tOWZlit 
ot KIlNTZB!:IM to be able tode,l1Vel' t1~ on 'SIGO~U4 trca tbe. Wes' and ,alae ,he ;]
SQut~"b slope ot HILL .351. 1bi. seot10n ranin'o a dons-stion ot no_ncb M1:»r in '.:, 
~XM and ..··Wsa~l'e, '0 Mtlll it '.'m1a"loti to~ the Digh~ and .1o.edwith ,.,,' 
tlemebts' ot the 2nd Baltail'OIU ·PlatGODl;tafter tapoM.~- .tie ·d.tNO\f,o.n .ot an en_ 
,eDt bT his tire after the tank had opened fire 011 ~b.. ft'enoh .wnnra,:, ";' 

3rd Platoon aottached to 2nd Battalion 141at RCT moved with one (1) .eb'io~ 
trom a pOSition on reYerse slope ot HILL 393 to Y1einity of Road Junotion 270 to 
support Geora8 Oo~ in their attort.· to oleat.·the1en.eJV! tram thegrolaM aboYe 
1OOll:W1'1B!IM. 'Section- and btant., DIOvea~ with major ;oppoait1on. .-.' " 

At 12',30 hours ~lemenu ot, ~ peaaei!' -tbJ'ough OUl' troops and asawlt.~ .tlle to. 
ot KIEN'l'ZHEIM. At 1500 hold-is 'hia seition Wee' or4ered, to prooeed into th8 town with 
'he infantry and was engaged b:r eneIQf tanks as they were entering the t01l1. TaDks 
md intantry. c10see in ICIlN'l"ZlfElll tor-the night. One (1) tank waa h~t on the lett 
suspension whioh broke the traok: but "id- -not destl'OY the- tank and it will be 
recoYered at, ~he tirst ayal1able opportwt!:t,r· . :. 

, -. I1P8Jfffl:B 18 . 
; t &.., f., . " .~. I,,' ~'. ~, 'lit ( ~. ; "t ": '. • . 

All a"a~~n\••Dd·~ ~.tnoiu.. ot· oUr~ .remai..a:..the: 8ama,.·:at the beiiADl.t18 ot 
thi. period u t1187' wei-e'· aN~' tGS~ end: oli t-li6 leltW pelotl. " -'I'" ~..'" , 

., ,.. 
.. f!' I 
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•co •••• Narrative o:>nt'd. , 

Platoon Lead~ made reconnaissance ~t Task )brae seetor to gather,lntormation 
tel' tank aotion against possible attack acl'oss'the RflINE RIVER in Taak a.rce sector. 

Eleven tanks in operation. CotipBn7 reorgani'zed with two (2) PlatooDa oonsist.' 
ing ot tive (5-) tailks eaoh. one (1) platoon on paper' pending drawing ot new 
equipment. eompahy in fask Jbrce ReserTe. 

DEcnmER ?,4 

1st Platoon went with 255th Intantry and the 2nd Platoon went with the ~.3rd 

Infant1"7 and patttOl1ed the Regimental Area. The purpose ot the patrol was a 

show at strength. . 

Company in Task librce Reserve. It company format ion was held at 1000 hours 

and awards were Qade by Battalion Comoander. 


, 
Conmand lOst .as vislted by Oomnanding General ot the 7th ,Army and h~ 


mended !i)liday areet111gs to the CompaD7 and made a short inspeotion ot the 

personnel, 


DEgEMBER 26 

2nd Platoon went with 25.3rd Infantry on a 'patrol ot the roads and town ot 
the Regimental Sector. ~tt Company Jirea at 090q liours and returned 'at 1130 hours. 

1st and jrd Platoons reoeiYed radio operator and maintenance instructions 
tram ~catlbn Sergeant. 

Company Otficers were in contact with the Intantry units in preparation tor 
training. 

D$CEMBlm gt .. 31 

turing this period Comp~ relieved :froc attached to '!'ask lOrce ifahoia aIld 
attached to Taak Pbrae Herron performing same mission. Oompany Ofticers in contaot 
with HeadquartGrs. Company alw~s on tifteen (15) minute alert. ' 

Reoeived tanks and ComP8D7 divided into tbree (3) tour (4) tank Platoons. 
One platoon moved to the town ot SELTZ, 'one platoon to AUNEHEnt and the other to 
ROPPENHEIM tQ 8 areen' movement. Platoons returned to Co~any area at SOUFFLENHEIM 
for the night. 

:. '( 
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COMF.ANY '.A.. 


753M> TANK BA'l"rALION 

AFO .158, U,S. InI1 


otJ'1'SWlPING OOMBJ.T ACTIQH Ql. T.\NIS PlRIJR MONTH Ql D:;ppm-m 
• 

1. 
SINGLE LYiI .m AQ'l'Z0I 

11 December 1944.- A sinale taDk under emnuM ot the ~JIIUIldil&l Otfioer and III 
infantry squad .t tour (4) men ~ved. tot'Ward t1"ClII Ticin1t7 ot let Battalion 
CoIllDaM Post. 1418' ROT to breakup an eneJl1 counterattack that wu in progress 
between the saWe ot HILLS .3.51 and 393. The PQr'POse ot the 1ntant17 wes to 81ve 
the tank security against en~ bazooka tire and at the same time point out terge's 
to the tank orew. The tank and infantry JlM)ved forward 1nto the s.d.l. aggres8iTely 
and toole the ell8lQf under fire. Heavy taak tire and aggressive action brot.up the 
the enemr counterattack and torced them to withdraw with haaTY loss. 

The demoaatration ot infantry-tank oooperatioD successtully proTed the 
necessity for such a team, that one without the other, under cer1ain oonditions, 
could noi operate effectively against the ene." 

II 
~ ~uPPORTEP n INFANTRX ll¢lltD mQOON'l'JN.'rl'AOK 

12 ])ecember 1944... When the enemy au.eee4~ut in lnfl1traUD8, in atrength, through 
:the high ground West of the toWD ot RIQ,UftIltR tbe tanks were 811 coam1tt.d'to 
aotion and actually no armor was preseht to aaalat in breakih8.~p theoounterattack. 
The reserve seotions of the t"tO (2) forward platoons were callea \0 ~eturn to the 
town and atter a quick explanation over the radio ot the .n~ situation began to 
torce the eneJJG" to withdraw un4er thE': pressure of direot oannon and maohine-aun 
11,,,,e. 

It i8 believed that the tanka aotlons were responsible tor the time that 
was neoessary tor our infantry to or,SfHlia. and counterattack. ; Because ot- the 
nature at the/.terrain ta~s cou14 do·.lUtl/ft more than support;by tire. When tbe
4!!r was done 'and;:~h~. cOUDterat~a~' rtPul.l~ the enem,y ..ell ~ewt~ destruotive ­
tire-power and.oG~~e ot- our ~~~~f il ':f4e en.. lo....··were''&eavy anel oonsis'ed 
ot ooS Candidates·!D(UlY ot wq .neve~_r..qei.yed .their, C01IIIId s.1-6n~· ' 

I,. ..~=,. ..~. ... ~,':,,\ .. ~ ;.:- ..-t." ~·~:·t!. .,.-. • .. .._, ;. : i' .j . Ii.. ~~. ,c ft .f, ~. 

! f.. •. . . to. . , r' '. m.~ '. .. ".. ;. ~:~~ :,1"
• 1 , ~. \, 

.:_.. .' _ 1&& lSi &t- _klaN ro9T' ~.. "~ ~: r· ­
., , .• ,' . '.!'.- ~. ~::)':-~~)V·'-; "> . ~ ..:,..".... 

9 Deoeilb~ 19lt4.- )'rom·'the 9th Deoembei'to the 11th beoember 1944 the oODl8D.der ot 
a tank disabled ~y sa enemw adne ~aed his.torward exposed position as an ob.e~ 
tion polst.-·"lie Miatalne« thi. post in .pite ot: ene~ intiltratioa and art11182'1 
t1re and b7 ~7 ob.elTing all that went on betore htmhe waa able to tinct 
friendl), artillery on en~ .artar and artillery positions. Hie unOanQiaee8 in 
plok1nsout proba\1e sun positiOns waa instrumental 1n our delivering etfeative 
OO\mter-tlre. 

- 1 ' .. 
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~.4\1Y~AR'l'ER9 753RD TANK BATTALION 

ArO 758. U. S. itr'IIJY 

24 January 1945 

SUBJ'tCTI Hlstorical Narrative for Month ot December 1944. 

TO I' Comnanding General, Seventh 4'..rmy, APO 758. U. S, JJ:my. 

Dlring the month the oompanies did no fighting under Battalion oontrol, with 
two minor exoeptions. On 2nd December a secti~n' ::xf.' light tanks and the Reconnaiss­
ance Platoon were ordered to investigate the l'e~")or-~ that there wes an en~ patrol 
in a town well behind our lines. They searched t h.;;l area th'oro~b.ly but_'found no 
enemy. 

The sar:€. 1ay Dt j,2JOA tv;o platoons (::>nf; ;'iamounted) Qf Com:pany ID" were 
given the Liis;~ion o.of r~[1chintS Cumpany IIj~R7 143rd ReT, which wat> reported cut ott 
ir. the \"'ic.-.ni.ty of V· 6j0565. The one platoon was dismounted in order to turnish 
ground l>r:Y"eTdon for the tanks since no regular infantry was available. The 
platoons encountered an enemy road block defended by at least six maohine guns in 
the vicinity of v-667598. IA.tring the fire fight that ensued it was repartee;! that 
the pressure on Company 'AI had been relieved and the platoons were ordered to 
return to their assembly area in ROMBiI.CH•. 

F.t"om Deoember 1st .. 21st the oompanies actively supported the 36th':Jnfantry 
Division and elements of the 3rd Infantry Divisiqn in, the fieroe fighting in the 
SELEST.ia' - RlImAUVILLE - KAYSERsmmG area.· On the 20th the Battalion m::>ved to 
the STRASBOO:OO: area with the 36th Infantry DiVision, by the 22nd the movement was 
completed. Company IAII was"attaohed to Task Three Harris on the morning of Dec­
ember 22nd and IOOved to SOUFn.ENHEIM that same day. The Battalion (- Company IAI) 
was attaohed to Task' Pbrce Linden at 2359A Deoc.mbeJ;' 24th. This Task Pbrae relieved 
the 36th Infantry Division in the S'l'Ri.. SBOmu area•. Oomp~ liD- waS att~cbed to 
242nd Infantry Regiment of Task Foroe Linden, the remainder of the Battalion was 
'held ill Pbrce lleserve in indirect firing positions. Company 141 , 78lst Tank 
Battalion, was attached to the Battalion on Deoember 30th a~ was plaoed in indireot 
firing positions in the vicinity of LINGOLSHEIM. For a detailed acoount ot the 
companiesaotions see the reports of Companies I~· ,ICI. and 'D' attaohed hereto as 
annexes 1, 2, and: 3- . I. 

While the Battalion was in the 3TRAmJ01Jm area we were able to do a limited 
amount of training. i\le training oonsisted primarl1,y 'ot dri"v-irig and gunnery~' wit..h 
the emphasis on driving 'sinoe ranges were not available. Clhe 'driving was prbic1ply 
cross country tor the first time in IOOnths sinoe the ground was frozen and M)ul4 
readily support the we1ght· of"the tank. The gunnery train1n8;waal\'~ted.. to ,man­
ipu-laii()n of the.turre~,: tlSsembly and disess~l:v'of:weaponS~' and' s·fg'ht.~dj~~nts. 
()U' gre~te8t t;rainlng:,ne.ed is still four to 8f~ 'tre.ek8'·\zr~:.~ea::irhe'r~ *e .. Oim~mwe. 
everything tosether and :run s6h6plsi. and probl.' tor-~ o0t:l00h6erl end piatoon 
sergeants, then twototbrt:e weeks comb1ned tank-infantry training with the intantry 
with which W~, m::e~to tight, ;. ;.: " 

- I ­
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