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Commendation {6r Exceptionally Meritorious Conduct...ceeeeescossarcscccecessee I
Corr@cted ‘w”dotmkh“ CluStet.;.........”............,.....'.'....'..... II

Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-55, each of the following namned
individuals is commended for exceptionaily meritorious conduct.

CHARLES P. SELIN, 01310157, Second Lieutenint, 1ilst Infantry Regiment, for
exceptionally meritorious conduct on 16 January 1944 in Italy. Lieutenant Selin
was ordered to move the battalion ammunition and ration dump to a new location.
Frau a prior trip to the new damp site he knew the route was impassable for
vehicles. He loaded each man of his detail with one case of rations and, carry-
ing a sase himself, led them forward. The road was so water-goaked that with
each step he and his men bogsed knee-deep in the mud. Valking at the head of the
column, Lieutemant Selin clung to his box of rations even when ne stepped into
Shell ‘holes and sank to his waist in the mire. s they struggled the miserable
trwo miles between the old and new locations, the men were unuer continual haras—
siig and’ interdictory artillery fire that forced them to crouch for cover along
the low banks of the road. DBetween shelling the men would continue forward,
Inspired by Lieutenant Selin's example in dauntlessly carrying his load forward

while he led them, the men accamplished their miasion, Entered the Service from
Reading, Pennsylwaiia, ‘

BOB G. GAHAGAN, W-2109908, Chief Werrent Officer, 113d Infantry Regiment,

for exceptionally meritorious conduct from 9 Seplember 1943 to 28 Februsry 19..
in Italy. During this pericd Warrant Officer Gahagan distinguished himeslf by
his exemplary performance of duty as assistanmt S-4. While his unit wes engaged
in combst operations, hs remained constantly at the forward regimental eupply
point's, working under frequent artillery shell fire and difficulat conditions of
weather and terrain. On two occarinue he volunteered to lead the regimental
mule trains across a valley subjectad to & heavy artillery barrage, thus greatly
expediting the flow of supplies to the units. Entered the Scrvige from Houstom,
Texas, ’

GEQRGE R. WILLIAMS, 38035675, Technical Sergeant, Headquarters Company, lst
Battalion, lilst Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct from
9 Septembor 1943 to 25 June 1944 in Italy. Sergeant Willisms has tirelessly
performed hi: duties as Battalion Sergeant Major ever since his unit landed
in Dialy. While in the front lines he has often shown outstanding oourage and
endurance. Many times he had performed duties such as carrying food aad amauni-
tion in the mountains where the supply of such items was extreacly difficult.,
Hy served with the battalion on Mount ™# . and during the push fram ewe with-
out the loss of a single day of duty. His work in combat has besa of the highest
calibre due to his tirelscss efforts and devotion to duty together with his cala-
ness under enmy fire. Entered the Service from Dallas, Texas,
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SAMUEL L. YOUNG, 20803739, Staff Sergeant, Company. M, lilst Infantry Hegi-
ment, for exceptiorally meritorious conduct on 7 December 1943 in Italy. Ser-
geant Young was put in charge of a detail crdered to carry vital supplies to the
forward battaiion démp for troops fighting in the mountains, He organized his
detail, issued their heavy loads, and startsd to ‘lead them up the treache-ous
mountain slopes. Frequent rains had made- the treil elippery and hazardous. The
detail moved forward under constant enemy artillery fire, Peculiarities of
terrain made it impossible to pick a covered route so there was no protectisn
from the bursting shells. Despite all these difficulties, Sergeant Young led
his men to their objective. Until an adequate supply of rations had been moved,
he repeated the trying haul again and again, without ane of his men being killed
although several were wounded, Entered the Service from San Benito, Texas,

" JOHN B. LEACH, 20803906, Staff Sergeant (then Corporal), sedical Detachuen*,
1,1st Infantry Kegimemt, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 17 Deceaber
1943 in Italy, Qorporal Leach volunteercd to lcad & litter squed forward of the
friendly lines to pick 'up soldiers who hed been wounded in a preceding engage-
ment, Although hc was aware that eneamy.forcecs still occupied positions in tlie
area, he advanced fearlessly beyond-the.infantry outposts. He spotted a wouwided
soldier lying in a mine field, and-he went to his aid, He reached the patient,
Placed him.on.-a litter and led his-litter. squad safely.out of the miind fieclcs,
succes:-fully evacuating the .casualty.. . -Entered the Service from Bértrem, Toxas.
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GEQRGE J. AYER, 20803571, Sergeant (then Frivate), Headquartérs Compeny,
1iist Infantry Regiment, for exceptiomally meritorious econduct fiom 17 Névi. uber
1943 to 26 November 1943 in Italy. Private sayer was a messenger at the tine
hig unit occupied precariocus mountain positions during a bitterly fought engage -
mert with the eneay. He volunteered t.o carry important messages, mail, and
supplies to the most forward positions even thoug. he knew that the hazardous
trip involved over a mile of treacherous going under direct eneay observation
and subject, 4o severe artillery and mortar fire. Private Mayer made at lcast
one trip nightly during this period, contributing loth to the morale of tho wen ”
and the success of the operationa. -Entered the Service from Waelder, Texas,

JOSEPH E. MATHEWS, 38037555, Technician Fourth Grade, Headquerters Company,
3d Battalion, 143d Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct froa
13 to 18 Décember 1943 in Italy, Tec 4 Mathews led a litter squad from the cau-

Pﬂnies. on ;0{ of the mountain to the first re station four hundred yards
down the moyntaln side. He encouraged and led the -scuad both day and nighti. He
was able to expedite thé evacuation of many casualties thst otherwige way have
e vacuated nours later. " Constintly under snell fire he continued to lead
tir: s cad over the nost rug-ed sfcuntaincus terrain, (nd by his leader-

ship and physieal endurance he was able to ebtain the mazimum from his men.

~ntered the.Service from Gilmer, Texas,
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GARRETT N. WOLF, JR, 20803389, Technician Fourth Grade, (then Technician
Fifth Grade), ikcdical Detachmert, lilst Infantry Regiment, for Zx:iphichally
meritorious conduct on 14 December 1943 in Italy, Tec 5 wolf was assigned the
task of accompenying.the battalion surgeon and helping to-¢stablizh a forvigrd
aid station before a projected attack, He carricd a bulky isad’of supplics to’
the new position and worked tirelessly throughtout the night sandbagging the aid
station for protection, although the position was subizcted to heavy small arms
fire and the building which sheltercd the station received three direct artillery
hits, he workcd ealmly and rzpidly during the attack sctting up blood plasma
units and assisting the surgeon in dressing wounds. By rendering prompt, effec—
tive I'irst aid treatment, h: helped maigtain a'high standard of efficiency in
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the forward u%id station, Eatered the Service from Lampasas, Texas,

ANTHONY P, FALDOWSKI, 31275987, Corporal, Headquarters Company, 2d Battalion,
141st Infantry Nagiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 16 January 1944
in Italy, Corporal. Faldowski volunteered to help carry rubber boats to patrols
waiting to croes 'a river that bordered enemy territory, Enroute with the boats
the party ceme under an enemy artillery barrage and the officer in charge was
wounded, Corporal Paldowski took command, sent a runner for medical aid, and
moved the officer to a defiladed place. ﬁaat.orj.ng order among tho confuscd mon,
he sent for s guide to lead them on to their objective, His clear-headed alacri-
tous actions saved the men from further injury and enabled them to complete their
mission, Eniered the Service from New Kirgston, Pennsylvania.

CICERO W. HAY, 33036376, Technician Fifth Grade, Headguarters Company, lst
Battalion, lilst Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 20
December 1943 in Italy. In order to cstablish and maintain wire communicatidns
between units on a strategic mountain, it was imperative to locate a wire line
laid in a forward arep.splice it to another line, and string it from that point
to an advance unit. ‘'cc 5 Hay volunteered to attempt the mission, and he pro-
ceeded up steop, muddy slopes over unfamiliar trails through darkness and driving
rain. He located the 'wire in an area subjected to artillsry and mortar fire, and
he unhositatingly braved the shelling to splice the linecs and advance to the mest
forward unit of ths baltalion, laying the wire and successfully sstablishing the
communications, Enter¢d the Servicoe from Piclwick, Texas.

HERBERT C. HARWOOD, 32639626, Technician Fifth Grade, (then Private), Head-
quarters Campany, 3d Baiitalion, l4lst Infantry Regiment, for oxceptiondlly meri-
torious’ conduct from 9 September 1943 to 27 February 1944 in Italy, During this
period Private Harwood was assigned as orderly to ths executive officer of his
‘battalion; and, in addition to tiie duties of orderly, he also carried water, ra-
tions, and ammunition, and worked as message carrier and redio operator, peorform-
ing all his duties tirelessly and efficiently; On onc occasion, he moyed forward
to dotermine the disposition of the hostile force and the locacion of gun oamplace-
ments, He was caught in an snemy trap and subjected to incessant hostile firs
in a position where thé siigitest move exposed kim to deuth, In spite of thess
hazards, he observed the enemy positions calmly and carefully and, at nightfall,
retumed €o the battalion command post to report the valuable information he had
secured, Enteréd the Servise from Queens Villige; Long Island, New York. '

FRANCIS J. HOWMAN, 36680729, Private Fir_. Class, Company F, 14lst Infantry
Regiment, for exceptionally maritorious conduct on 1 June 1944 in Italy. Private
First Class Hohmar, a radio opcrator in Company E, advanced with his unit in an
attack on an enemy stronghold. Although he was constantly axposed to hostile
fire, he remained with his company commandsr and maintaincd unbroken communica-
tions with the battalion, - He struggled over rugged terrcin in ‘the face of enemy
small arms fire and artillery and mortar shelling; but, in spite of all hazards
and difficulties, he succesded in keéping tho communications for his company
commander intact. Entered the Scivice from Chicago, Illinois. ,

WILLIAM CASHEL, 6933971, Privaote Pirst (lass, Headquarters 36th Infantry
Division, for exceptionally moritoricus” éonduct from 13 'to 27 February 1944 in
Italy. Private First Class Cashel went. forward with the Kssistant Division com-
mander to establish an advance command poet deep in- a salient that penetrated
far into enemy territory. Ths land between tha advanced and forward command post:
wss urder corstant observeotion of cnémy in the overlioking mountains and could be
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traversed only at risk of destruction by artillery shells that continually fell.
Despite these dangers, Private First Class Cashel volunteered to ..ade a daily

round trip to pick up rations at the forward couwaiand post and deliver pepers tnat
deuanded the gttention of the Assistant Divisjon Commander. One night, waile
Private First Class Cashel, voluntarily stood guard. to be surc the geieral slept
salely, the eneay laid down a particularly heavy barraze, One of the hundreds of
shells dropped in the immediate vicinity fell so hear that the concussion blew hiam
against the door he guarded. Unhurt-and undaunted by his narrow escape, he return-
ed tc his post andiinished his tour of duty. untered the Service from 5t. ‘wouis, uo,

JALES ¥, PULLER, 20807979, Private, Camon Company, 3d Infantry .tegiment,
for exceptionally weritorious conduct on 20 February 1944 in Italy. Private Fuller,
while camouflaging guns with his platoon in a newly occupied position, heard a aine -
explesion and a cry of an injured man., He crossed an unsarked minefield ior a dise
tanéé of SO yards and located his gravely injured section sergeant whose leg aac
been amputated, Private Fuller administered iirst aid and carried nis unjured com-
rade out of the minefield to a road approximately 150 yards away. He remained with
his stricken comrade until an ambulance arrived and then placed hiu in tie care of
the aid men. By his coursgeous action and disregara for personal safety, Privave
Fuller materially assisted in saving the life of the wounded nan. Entered thne

Service from Temple, Texas.

WALKER'W, WOODARD, 14189988, Private, Company L, 1ilst Infantry segiment, for
exceptionally meritorious conduct on 11-14 February 1944 in Italy. During a series
of enemy counterattacks against an exposed automatic rifle position which he was
occupying, Private Voodard remained at his post and delivered effective fire againd
the: hostile troops. In constant danger from sweeping artillery, mortar, and saall
arms fire and suffering from frozen feet due to exposure to snow and ice through-
out this period, he steadfastly ..aintained his position until fresh troops were
available to relieve the situation. Private toodard was then evacuated and hospit-
alized because of the severity of the condition of his feet. antered the Service
from Kenly, North Carolina. '

A SECTION II -- CORRECTED o ash OF OAX IUAF CLUGTEK
‘f,&’ “8o much of General Orders Number 265, ¢s, this feadquarters, as awards a
4w Bropze to HERBERT R. PATRICK, éOBIGC;%, Tecnnical Sergeant, dead.uarters
ery, A Fileld Artillery Battalion, is corrected-to read as followss

"Under the provisions of army Hegulations 600~-45, as _amended, the following
named individual is awarded an Qak Leaf Clugter in liou of a second Bronze Star-
vedai for heroic achievement in , ¥ -

"ALRBELRT R. PATRICK, 2081607, Technicdl Sergeamgeﬁeadquarter Batter{ﬂ 155th
rin,

Field irtillery Battalion, 21 June 194,. Lntered the fex it

By command of Major Gereral DaHLQUIST:

rvice from Fort Yo

- STEWART T. VINCLNT
Lolonel, General Staff Corps
Chief of Staff
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