HEADQUARTERS 636th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
Office of the Sattalion Commander

APO 464, U.S. Ammy
5 January 1944

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Records

TO : Commanding General, 36th Infantry Division, APO 36, U,S. Army.

1, Pursuant to instructions contained in Letter, Allied Force
Headouarters, dated 20 April 1943, file AG 314.7/389 C-M, Subject:
Historical Records and Historles of Organizations, transmitted herewith
Operations in Italy, December 1943 of this Battalion.

2. Conclusions:

a. The action just completed by this organization demonstrates
without a doubt the value of the Tank Destroyer as a direct fire Infantry
support weapon in the neutralization of pillboxes, machine gun nests and
other emplacements., Firing against personnel in houses with delayed fuze
high explosive ammuniti n secures bursts within the buildings snd is es~-
pecially effective. It 1s also extremely effective against dugouts and
caves in the sides of hills, Massed guns in indirect positions can be

used with closed sheefs using forward observer methods to traverse and <
search an area immediately in front of our attacking Infantry. In the
action just completed these tactics were employed repeatedly and also -

proved valuable in breaking up an enemy coumter=attack, R

Doon. 2. Par b

VAN W. PYLAND
Lt Colonel, Infantry o
Commanding N
1 Inel: ~

Narrative of Operations for the month -
of December, with attached annexes
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HEADQUARTERS 636th TANK DISTROYER BATTALION
APO 464, U. 8, krmy

S‘ery 1944
QPERATIONS IN ITMLY, DECEMBIR 1943

On the morming ef December 1lst, the three destroyer cempenies
were in indirect fire pesitions well farward in the 36th Infamtry
Bivigien sector. The Division was, at that time, preparing plmms
fer the capture ef the Maggiere Hill Nags, the attack te be ceerdi
nated with the British 10th Cerps, which was plamning the capture
Mount Camino and ether adjoinimg terrain features.

“l

The Battalion Cemmander held a cenference with the
pare notes regarding the attack and later im the morning
Cemmanders attended a conference at which our part in the
ation was oxplaimed. Each Company Cemmander was givem a 1325,
of the Mount Cemino, Mount Maggiore area and a specially prepared
photograph with enemy imstallations marked om it tegether with
lines of the planned eperation. Final imstructions were givea
novement ef A, B, and C Companies inte direct firé pesitions as
on the attached over-ley te support the attack ef the 1i2»d Infmmt
with direct fire, Idaisca 0fficers whe were te accompeny each Bate
talion ef the 142nd Infantry were given their final instructions at
this conference, These officers were te carry radies with the 1i2wd
Infantry Battalions as they made the attack and be prepared te direect
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During the early hours ef the night, Companies A and B moved
into the direct fire pesitions which had been solected, and 1,000
rounds of extra asmunition were delivered to the new pesitions. Three
days extra K retions were alse issued, since supply in these ferward
areas would be difficult. During December 2nd, a new OP was estab-
lished and the S=2 spent most of the day observing the aree ever whieh
the attack was to be launched and making notes ef points wiieh wemld
be helpful in suppertimg the Infantry with direct fire, The liaison
officers joined the Battalions they were te move forward with, snd
certain changes were made in the phase lines which our destroyers were
to use in shifting their fire. Company C moved to its new direct fire
position as shown on the overlay attached and three days extra ratioms
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and extra smmunition were igsued during the night. At 2300 hours,
Company B reported the capture of ome German prisomer. The priscmer
was transferred to the Division prisonsr of war inclosure., During

the early moming hours ef December 3rd, very heavy preparation fires
foll on the enemy pesiticns and the attack was launched as scheduled.
The plenned fires were placed on Mount Maggiore and Mount Lunge, both
with three imch guns and .50 cal. machine gms. A oonsiderable amowmt
of counter-battery fire fell oem our positions and we requested the Div-
ision Artillery to place scme oomcentrations on S. Pletro, At 0500
hours, heavy ooncentration fell on our Compeny A pesition, killing omne
man and weunding three, One half-track was destroyed, one quarter-tom
truck was destroyed and one damaged.

~ Our Lisison Officers with the 1./2nd Infantry reperted in several

times during the day, requesting fires on various houses and terrain
objeots which were giving the Infantry trouble., Fires were immediately
plsced on these peints, Throughout the day, fires were placed on Mount
Lunge and other targets, lecated by our Battalion OP, when special

, missions were not being fired in response to requests by the 142nd Inf-

! antry. At 2000 hours, Company A reported three of their men wownded
and alse one of their medical aid men woundsd, All of our positions
received comter-battery fire during the dsy and it was especially heavy
in the Company A area. Our ammunition expenditure in support of this
attack for the twenty-four hour peried was as follows:

1. Compeny "A" 1,100 rounds H.E,
2., Compeny "B" 970 rounds H.E, 744 rounds AP
3, Company "C" 1,345 rounds H.E,

On December 4th, the 142nd Infantry continued clearing the Mount
Maggiore Hill Mass whioch was taken on the previous day and no fire
missions were requested during the morming., One of our Liaison Officers
returned, but two remained throughout the dsy. Visibility was very poer
and consequently no missions could be fired in the valley opposite Mount
Maggiore, Later in the day, the 142nd Infantry requested fire at one
point where enemy mortars were suspected. Cempany "B" placed a concentra-
tionat that peint., Another of our Liaison Officers reperted in from the
1/2nd Infantry that might, leavimg one Liaison Officer still on duty with
the 1st Battalion, 142nd Infantzy.

With the oompletion of the eperation on Mount Maggiore, on 5 Dec
1943, indirect fire pesitions were selected near the direct fire pesie
tions in the variocus company areas and compamies were registered on base
points se that suitable targets oould be emgaged in the valley and on the
Mount Semmucre Hill Mass. Inemy activity was noted aleng the railread
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track at the foot of Mount Lungo and a considerable amount of fire

was placed in the draw along this railrosd. The three destroyer
companies were strafed by enemy planes about noon and our .50 cal.

AA guns returned the fire. Company C reported that their AA Sections
made hits on at least two of the planes. They began smoking and ap-
parently fell over the hill beyond Mount Rotundo. Our Reconnaissance
Company continued to maintain contact with the British. All of our
positions wers still under considerable shell fire throughout the day.
Our Battalion OP reported that several fires were started in the valley
between M unt Lungo and Mount Camino, as & result of our fires, but it
was impoasible to determine the exact result which we obtained. Campany
n"B" fired 357 rounds of 3 inch H.E, and 300 rounds of .50 cal smmunitien.
Company "C" fired 1,370 rounds of H.E. and 500 rounds of .50 cal. sm-
mnunition,

The situation throughout 6 Dec 1943 was comparatively quiet, A
number of indirect missions were fired by our forward observers, but
no definite results could be noted except that on ome mission, fired
by Company "B", three enemy vehicles were set on fire. During the day,
our ammunition expenditure was as follows:

1. Company "A" 92 rounds H.E,
2, Company "B" 338 rounds H.E.
3. Company "C" 47 rounds H.E,

About 2000 hours, our Liaison Officer at 36th Division Headquarters
brought a tentative field order, giving information about a proposed
operation by the 143rd Infantry, which we were to support.

On the morning of 7 December 1943, plans were completed for sup-
porting the 143rd Infantry, in their attack on S. Pietro and Mount
Sammucro and the attack of the First Italian Motorized Brigade on Mount
Lungo. (See Field Order attached). The destroyer companies were given
points to register on in support of this operation and registration on
these points was completed during the day. A oconference was held at
1830 hours with the staff and Company Commanders to familiarize them
with the coming operation. A Liaison Officer was sent to the 1,3rd In-
fantry CP to direct the fire of this Battalion on any targets of op-
portunity which might appear as the Infantry advanced on its ob jective.

The morning of 8 Dec 1943, Company "A" moved its 3rd Platoon te
the position selected for it, as shown in the field order attached. The
scheduled fires in support of the operation were reported oompleted at
0620 hours. The attack of the Italian Moterised Brigads on Mount Lungo
was not successful and at 0858, Division ocalled and informed us to be
prepared to meet a counter-atteck down the railroad at the foot ef Mount
Lungo. Heavy shell fire fell in our Company "C" area during the morning.
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We placed several concentrations on targets on Mount Lungo and in
the afternoon fired missions which were rsquested by the 1/3rd Infantry
on S, Pletro. Later in the afternoon, several concentrations were placed
in the vicinity of S. Vittore and also along the railroad at the feot of
Mount Lungo. Our smmunition expenditure during the day in support of the
operation was as follows:

1. Company "A" 402 rounds H.E,
2, Company "B" 800 rowmds H,B. 56 rounds AP
3, Company "C" 741 rounds H,B,

On 9 Dec 43, the Battallon continued firing on targets which ap=-
peared in the valley between Mount Maggiore and Mount Lungo, on Mount
Inmge itself and in the S. Pietro area, The attack by the 143rd In-
fantyy on S, Pietro had not been successful and all of Sammucro had not
been captured. The Italian attack on Mount Lungo had been completely
repulsed by the enemy, and the 36th Division began preparing plans for
" another assault on these positions., A mission was given to our Battalion
and the Battellion Commander was requested to make a reconnaissance and
then prepare recommendations for the consideration of the Division Com=
mander.

The S=3 and a party from Resconnaissance Company mads a reconnaissance
of the S, Pletro<Venafro road to check the rvad conditions and to determine
the possibility of operating tanks and TD's in that area, The Battalion
Commander visited the Commander of the 14{3rd Infantry to get complete in=-
formation about oonditions in the 1/3rd Infantry sector. The S~l and the
Company Commander of Company "A™ made a reconnaissance of the pass betwsen
Mount Rotunda and Montecello,

On the morning e¢f 10 Dec 1943, the Battalion Commander called his
staff, the Company Cemmander of Company "A", and ths Company Commander
of Reconnaissance Company together to discuse the results of the various
reoonnaissances. It was the general concensus of opinion that any oper-
ation domm the S, Pletro=Vemafro Road would not be practicable as neither
tanks ner TD's could move to the side of the road successfully due te the
nature of the terrain and the deep mud which was the result of much heavy
rain-fall. The pass between Rotunda and Montecello had been found to be
impresticable in its present condition but it was thought that with suf=-
ficient engineering work it could be made passable and that ths mest
practical support to the new operation could be given by repairing this
pass and placing destroyers in direct position on the forward slopes aof
Mount Rotunda and Mount Montecello. From such positions, fire could be
placed all along the slopes of Sammucre, in the valley between Sammucro
and Montecelle, in and around S. Pletre, and out into the valley to the
West.
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At the conclusion ef the conference, the Battalion Commander, the
S=1, and the S-3 visited Division Headquarters and the Battalion Com-
mander made these recommendations to the Division Commander.

During the day, Company "B" fired on some targets which were located
by our forward OP, and at 1430 hours, all Company Commanders reported
to the Battalion CP for a oconference regarding the coming operation.
The mission and the plans were discussed by the Battalion Commander who
then decided that two plateons of Company "A" and cne platoon of Company
"C" were to take pesitions beyond the pass between Mount Botundo and
Mownt Montecello. He alse decided that a number of .30 and .50 cal,
machine guns would be placed beycnd the destroyers to support the 143rd
and the 14lst Infantry regiments in making the assault on S. Pletre.
" The remainder of the Battalion was to support the eperation with in-
direct fire, searching the area in front of the Infantxy advence and
firing on any suitable targets which might appear.

On 11 Dec 1943, the Battalion Commander took the Company Commanders
forward inte the area in front of the Mount Rotundo Pass to select pos-
itions for their destroyers and machine gins, in accordance with the
‘plan which had besn made the previous day. The S=2 went to Division
Headquarters te secure large scale photograpbs of the area to assist in
selecting targets and in placing the weapons in position. As the eper-
ation was to be coordinated with the 753rd Tenk Battalion, contact was
also made with that mit. At 1440 hours, orders were received te place
12 destroyers in position beyond the pass during the night and that
there was to be no firing from these poasitions umtil directed %o do se
by the Division Commander. In addition to the 12 destroyers, 24 .50
cal. machine guns were also put into position on Montecello to assist
in forming a base of fire. Indirect fire missions were fired during
the day by Companies "A", and "B, Three enemy vehicles were hit but
the extent of damage could not be determined.

During the sarly morning hours ef 12 Dec 1943, the 12 destroyers
wore placed in position in accordance with the Division Commander's
order. The two platoons of Company "A" were first in poaition and were
being lead into the area by the Company Commsnder, Captain Alec P,
Peargon, and as the firat destroyer left the road, it hit a mine which
exploded and wounded Captain Pearson and Sergeant Brousserd. The
Sergeant was evacuated promptly but, in spite ef his painful wound,
Captain Pearson remained on duty throughout the night, directing the
movenent of his unit and was still on duty early the next morning when
the Battalion Commander arrived to: check the area. The Battalion Com~
mander ordered Captain Pearson to report to the aid station for treat-
ment and told the Division Commander of Captain Pearson'!s gallant action.
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For this oonspicuous service beyond the call of duty, General Walker
awardsd Captain Pearson the Silver Star.

The Division Commander held a oonference at 1220 hours, with all
the mit commanders who were to participate in the attack to make final
plans fer the operation and to ocordinate the movement of the various
units, It was decided that additional time was needed to get all wmits
in posgitien as the 1/2nd Infantyy was to attack Mount Lungo from the
flsnk the night following the assault on S, Pietro and Sammucro, Be-
cause of this, it was necessary for those destroyers in direct fire
position en the nose of Mommt Montecelle to remain ooncealed threugh-
out that day smd the fellewing day. Considersble activity was noted
in the valley West of S, Vittere and North of Mount Maggiore through=-
out the day, se those destroyers that were in indirect fire pesition
fired several indirect missions. Our ferward positions were under
oconsidereble shell fire throughout this peried,

During 13 Dec 1943, our deatroyers which were in indirect fire
positions completed registretion on points that could be used to assist
the Infantry in its attack on S, Pietro and Sammucro, Our positions
were again under imtermittent shell fire. Our OP located an enemy gun
position which could net be fired on by our flat trajectory weapons se
* we called the Division artillery, reported the target, and our OP adjusted
the fire ef the artillery on the gun position,

The Battalion Commander held a conference with the staff and the
Compeny Commanders during the afternoon and gave the final inatructicns
for our support of the 1lilst and 1/3rd Infantry in the attack on S.
Pletro. He also stated that the 753rd Tank Battelion was to send one
Conpany of tanks down the S. Plstro-Venafroc Road and that our gunners
should be alert to 1ift their fire when the tanks appeared.

During the night our listening posts reported that motors could
be heard on the highway in the vicinity of S, Pietro and S. Vittore and
also reported that some lights had been observed in these areas. This
information was passed on to the Divisicn. An overe-lsy showing our
disposition in support of the operation is attached.

On 1/ Dec 1943, it was learned that the attack which had been
planned would not take place until the following day, as all troops
could not be in position before that time. During the early morning
hours, shelling was intermittent throughout the area and the Battslion
Commander spent most of the day at the OP checking the area in fromt
of our positicns and making final plans for supporting the atteck en
the position W th fire, Oyr forward areas were dive-bombed twice during
the morning and a bomb fragment damaged one of our gquarter-ton vehicles.
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During the afternoon a heavy artillery concentration fell on one of

the platoon positions in fromt of Mount kontecelle. One shell hit the
extra smmunition which was stacked behind one of the destroyers, setting
it on fire, The platoon cosmander with other members of the platoon
got out of their vehicles with fire extinguishers to extinguish the
flames and prevent them from spreading. In spite of the fact that the
ammnition was exploding they continued to fight the fire using fire
extinguishers and water and shoveling dirt onto the flames until they
were extinguished., Lieutenant Boysa and three emlisted men were wounded
while putting out the fire, This officer and all the emnlisted men who
participated in this action have been recommended to be awarded the

Silver Star.

Some indirect fire missione were fired during the day by the platoons
that had remained in indirect fire gpositiens. ,

On the morning of 15 Dec 1943, the Battalion Commander called the
Commanding Officer of the 1l4ilst Infantry to coordinate operations with
him. He also checked with Division Headquarters and 1/3rd Infantry to
ascertain if all were ready fer the attack that day. The operation was
to begin at 1200 hours and we had Lialsen Officers with both erganizations.
At 0900 hours, 15 enemy planes bombed and strafed the valley in which
we were cperating and four planes were destroyed by the AL Artillery.

No firing was done by our Battalion until the attack started at 1200
hours and then the scheduled fires were laid down. The Tank Company
which was to move into S. Pietro on the S,Pletro-Venafro Road, made the
assault, but was unsuccessful. Some of the tanks almost reached the
tomn and found that the road had been blocked with vehicles and debris,
several had hit mines before reaching the Town and it was decided later
in the day to withdraw the remainder of the tanks, since the Infantry
had not been successful in moving along with them, Some members of the
1/1st Infantry had succeeded in reaching the village, but were apparently
cut off. No comnunication was ever established with them. During the
early part of the night, the 142nd Infantry moved inte position near
Mount Lungo and during the night assaulted the Mountein. :

The Battalion Commander spent 16 Dec 1943 in the forward aree at
the Battalion OP. The Commanding Officer 141st Infantry reported that
his attack against S. Pietro had not been successful and that most of
the Battalion making the assault were casualties. The 143rd had net
advenced as far as planned so our destroyers that were in indirect fire
positions fired most of the day in the area around S. Pletro, selecting
targets which were suspscted to contain eneay machine guns end mortars;
A fire was started by one concentration and it appeared to be either a
fusl or an smmunition dump. The assault by the 142nd on Mowmt Lungo had
been successful and enemy on that mowntein were mopped up during the day.
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After dark our listeming posts reported heavy shell fire northeast of

S. Pletro in the 143rd Infantry Sector and shortly thereafter, the

143rd Infantry reported a counter-attack in that area and requested
supporting fire. Two concentrations were placed in the area as requested
and later information was received that the counter-attack had been broken
up and that no further firing was necessary. About 2300 hours, the
Division Commander called and reported that it was suspected that the
eneny was W thdrawing from the S. Pletro area and asked us to have our
observers alert.

Most of 17 Dec 1943 was spent in reconnalssance as the enemy with-
drew from the S, Pietro-Sammucro area during t e early morning hours,
Very little enemy shelling occurred during the day and patrols were
pushed forward aggresasively. It was found that a considerable amount
of equimment had been sbandoned when the enemy withdrew and that the
area had been heavily mined, A few mortars and machine guns had bean
left to cover the withdrawal but they were mopped up by the Infantry.

* The early morning of 18 Dec 1943 was quiet and the Battalion Commander
want forward to reconnoiter positions for a possible forward displace-
ment of the Battalion, While on this reconnaissance, a German soldier
surrendered to the Battalion Commander. He brought the prisoner to the
rear and upon questioning him, it was found that he had worked in a
Battalion Headquarters and stated that hig unit had orders to hold until
17 Dec 1943, and them wlthdraw to mother line, He stated that the enemy
had fallen back to S. Vittore area whers positions had been prepared.
After questioning, the prisoner was sent to the PW¥ enclosure. During
the day our M-10's which had been in position in front of Mount Montecsllo
were moved back inte indirect fire positions since they oould make no
further advance in that direction, and were not in suitsble positions
flor indirect fire from that point. Some shell fire fell on our positions

during the day, but it wasn't heavy.

19 December 1943 was spent in making reconnaissance of the forwsrd
area and preparing plans for displacing forward to give closer support
to the Division. In moving one of the Company "A" destroyers, a track
was blown off by a mine and one of the mechanics working on the destroyer
was injured.

Preparations were made to move the service trains further forward
and the Reconnaissance Company was moved to sm area which was at the
foot of Mount Rotundo. Enemy artillery fire was more active throughout

the day.

On 20 Dec 1943, the Battalion Commander left for a reconnaissance
Just at daylight, to select direct fire positions West of S, Pietro to
support Infantry attacking C. Morello. Contact was made with 3rd Bat-
talion, 141st Infantry, outposting the line. Just after noon, instructions
were received to place a platoon of destroyers Northwest of S, Pietro
-8 - U
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prier te dark. Ome
platoon of Recormaissance Gompexy wes alse erdered te sereen the Osmpeny
"B* platoen. The other twe platoons ef Company "B" were ordered te take
positions astride Highway £6 North of

and one platoon of Company "0" was placed aleng the westem slepes of
Nount Botunda, Gompemy "A" and twe platoons ¢f Compamy "O' were held
in indirect fire positioms. It was

hed been heavily mined se it was necessary
carefully sweep the area befere the Company "0
upw”.imuo
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On 21 Dec 1943, visibility was very poor and it was impessible te
observe fire, 5o no missions were fired during the day. Matrels were
sent out from Compeny "B" and Reoonnaissance Company with orders te mewe
forward as far as road jmotion 69 and repert back etch howr., Maemy
shelling was fairly heavy threungheut the dxy.

During the early moming hours of 22 Desc 1943, there wes imtermittémt
eneny shelling of our positicns and enemy patrol setivity was heemy.
One man was wwmmded and one quarter-ten was dsmeged by a shell at sbout
0500 hours in the Reconnaissance Compeny area, Patrcls were seat ext
agein on the night of 22 Dec 1943 te the vioinity of the reed jwctien

During the early mornimg hours of 23 Dec 1943, a shell hit

near a
patrol which had been sent out by Reconmaissamce Compemy snd Ran
was killed and mother wounded. An eneay patrol attempted to infiltrate

through our positions West of Mowmt Lunge but was driven eff. At

5
q

1300 hours, a shell hit in Company "BY ares mnd killed ome msn and wounded
two others. A oonference of Company Commanders was called and the Bat-
talion Commander instructed them te redouble their vigilance and see that

the men remained dispersed and umder cover.

Enexy patrol activity had been so vigorous that on the mormiag ef
2 Dec 1943, the Battalion Commender decided it weuld be well plaoce
a strong point in the vicinity of read junction 69 to prevent infiltration
by enemy patrels into our area., Flans were made to do this but, sinoe
the 15th Infantry was in that sector, it was necessary to oceordinate
with them befare placing s stromg point in that road jumction.

The 15th Infantry had planned cemsidereble patrel sctivity for the
night, so the Commander of that regiment stated that he would establish
a strong point there as the twe units operatimg in the same area would
cause confusion., Our Battalion Commander agreed to this and instructed.
Compeny "B* and the Reconnaissance Company te continue our usual patrel
activity, but to discontinue plans for the establishment of a stromg point.
Visibility continued to be poor and since the smmunition expenditure
had been sharply curtailed, no firing was done,
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There was prectically no activity on our sector during the 25th of
) 1943, patrels were maintained during heurs of darkness and a
et ef Compaxty Commanders and Compeny Exscutive Officers was held
during the .afterncon. There was little shell fire in any of the areas.

On '26 Dec 1943, visibility was good and the Battalion Commander went
to the OP te carry eut fire missions, FPermission was cbtained from Ge3
te fire in sn area Seuth of the North edge of S. Vittere and West of C,

Nerelle, The Battalion had 20 destrayers registered on S, Vittore and

nere thdn 1000 rounds were fired on appropriate targets. A recomnaissance
of the area East of S, Pietro was mades by the Recomnaissance Company.
Considerable firing was done in the vicinity of S. Vittore and in the

‘ares Korth and West of the Town. At 1830 hours, we received orders from
Division Headquarters te be prepared to move i the vicinity of Alife by
noon 27 Dec 1943 and to have a quartering party report to G-1, 36th Di-
vision at 1800 hours 27 Dec 1943. This information was given to all Company
Commanders immediately nd the quartering parties were formed.

On the 27th of December, the quartering parties left as planned and
the Battalion started the movememt at 1200 hours. The Battalion clesed
in its new area at 1635 hours snd at 1830, the Battalion Commander held
a conference with the staff to make plans for reorganizing the Battalion,
" and for servicing of all types of equimment. The period 28 Dec 1943 to
31 Dec 1943 was utilized for maintenance work on all types of equipment
and a complete ordnance inspection.

Map Reference: Italy 1:50,000

Attached Annexess:
1. Copy of Unit Jourmal
2. Overlays of Positions
‘3. Personnel Casualties during period
4. Vehicular Casualties during period
5. Enemy Casualties caused by636th TD Bn during period

For the Battalion Commander:

REAGAN L., DUBOSE

Captain,Infantry
Unit Historian

OFFICIAL:
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DESPROYER BAT. .LION
AOPOOO %’ U. 3, Arw
1 December 1943

r0 #
MAP3; Italy 1:%0,000

l. a. Germans ocoupy Mt. OAMINO and Mt, DEFENSA and the velleys to
north and south of these hill mssses,
b. 36th Div, reinf by lst Special Service Force and 56th British
Div. attacks Mt, CAMINO and Mt, DEFENSA hill mmss,
(1) British 56th Div, attacks Mt, CAMINO and slopes to the S¥W,
(2) 1st Special Service Porce attacks Mt, DEFENSA (HILL 960)
during darkness the night of D-1 so as to have possession
of HILL 960 by daylight D-dey, It will then capture HILL
907, ocoupying and defending both positions.
(3) British 56th Div. will relieve 36th Div, when it has seized
its objective,
(4) See PField Order No. 9, Hq 142 R.C.T., attached, for 36th
Div. plan of main effort.

2., This Bn, will support the main effort by fire from positions as
shown on operations overlay No., 22 attached.

3. a. "A" Co from positions as shown on operations overlsy No. 22 will
fire direct concentrations and fires on a phase-line time schedule as
shown on operations overlay No., 19 attached.

be "B* Co from positions as shown on operations overlay No, 22
sttached will fire direct concemtrations and fires on & phase-line time
schedule as shown on operations overlay No. 20 attached,

ce "C" Co from positions as shown on operations overlay No. 22 will
fire direct concentrations and fires on a phase-line time schedule as
shown on oper_tions overlay No, 21 attached.

Xx. Oall fires from officer obseorvers with lst, 2nd and 3rd Bns, of
152nd RCT will have priority on scheduled fires, OPs will be set up by
these observers on the securing of objectives by the Bns., to which they
are attachd. All scheduled fires are subject to delay or speed-up on
order,

4. SUPPLY:

8, Three (3) days Class I supplies in hands of companies.

b. All vehicles to be completely filled with fuel and oil prior to
D-~day.

€« All vehicles to be completely supplied with ammunition and extra
3 Inch ammunition to be placed on ground in each platoon area on night
of D-1,

d. Bvacuation of wounded to Aid Station located in building on Hwy.
#6 (992-113).

e. Evacuation of disabled vehicles to be conmtirmous during operation,

f. Replenishment of all Classes of supply to be mede during hours of
darness during operstion,

5« All wire into present Bn. CP will be meintained., Companies will

carry forward wire to new areas maintaining comtact with preesent Bn. CP.

A forward CP CF will be established on the moumtein over compsny positions,
at 01,2-12.2, Wire and radic comminication will be established to three
(3) firing companies from this poimt and to Rear CP.
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i *‘.‘\D";Tf"\?’l‘ TS “364th TAYK DESTCIY™ ATTAT ION
AL0LCL 36, UL SL Ammy
1/, Decembar /43

ITALY 1:50,070 Sheets 160 II - 161 III.
German forcaes continue to occupy the Mt. LUNGO - S, PIETRO area,

The 36th Infartry Division attacks on 15 and 16 December to capture
Mt. LUNGO, 3., PISTRO, 3. VITPOFT and the hish grommd N & E of
5. VITTORE.

Ry prograssive movement during the 13 and 14 December the 36th
Infartry Division sxnaects to hold hill 729 (960-180), Hill 687
(967-187) and hi1l 95/ (996-20.) by daylight of 15 December,

1st Mtzd 3gde (Italian) attacks after daylight morning of 16 Dec
on Divisior nrdar to canturs, and hold Hill 343, and to mop up
slopes o7 Mt, LUNI30 east of 96 coordinate line.

hMission of Battalion:

Guns now in rosition nasr OO LINA MONTECELLO rriority of support
to attack o~ Co "A" 753 Tank Battalion by direct fire on located
targets in the 3., PIITRO area and the high ground N & E thareof,
Tharaaftar geraral su-ort of the attacks of the 141 and 143
Infartry Tagime-ts,

Balance of 3lattalion :2-eral su-unort of attack dy 143 Inf, 141
InZ, and Co "A"™ 753 Tank 3attalion by fire on targets North of
ilwy 76 ard Jest of 5, TITC.

eamarts of 3attalion nranarad to displace to firing positions
along Hwy #6 Forth of lit, 750 on Division order.

Com  any ™i" (3rd olatoon of 0o "M attached):

(1Y Zo "AM {less 2rd wlatnen) with 3rd vlatoon Co "M attachad,
711 Tire direct missicns in su--ort of tkz at-ack of Co "AM,
753 Tanl 3Zattalion, om 3. . I3T.C., ™r= w1l He ~laced on ell
honsas along *th2 read sast of 3. TI[PC 23 far east as a
Torth = Sonth line tirouti: rrid line 92,3, The company wiil
bagin firing on * and other susoected or possihle
2namy nositions at Hehour. '

G A A

Jo MM, 752 Tenk 3st-2vio-, 7ill cross IP (Poad curve at
[791M02159) at ii=honr ard advanca ag rapidly as ros=inle aleng
ro=2d to 3., :TI770. s of On AN (34 TD 3n will be con-
troll22 to cen"om te .3 advarce of the Tanks.

1/1st In motry w1l 2re-- + a line of desarture (Craek north
nf Nt, TOTITDC){971-147) to {930=153) =t “=hour to advarce

- . - .
ens S2LZSe O, PPN

Civas a7 3e AN FTA D I, vid11 be controllzd to conform

“ ot Inf a3 oghen this Tegimant reactes
5. TIZTC fires must e Tif4ad from that area.

(") T2 2rd "latesn Zo A" fro~ ist rress~t nositions witl He
nrscarad Yo Tire iniiicnt wissions i the 3. PTUTTC avia

to *h2 mavera-t -
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Commany "3"

(1) - Co "3" fr-m pres:nt positions will registar all -latcons
with closad s=aaf on S, PIZTRO and at a noirt or the road
dast of 3. PIZ[BB where the grid line 98.3 crosses the road
during daylight of 14 Dec 43. After this the comrany 1s to
be prepared to fire indirect missions in the 5. PIETFC -

8. VITTORE area on ~nil irem the Battalion OF,

Co "B" obssrvers will have radio communicetion with Bn OP,
No fires by company observers .ntil rnleasad by Bn OP.

Comvany "B" (laess 3rd platoon)

(1) Co "C" from its present cositlons wi'l chack registration
on base point (Fodd junction) at (257-153). The Company
will be premared to fire a concentrations (Con #1) in an
areg in which the has» roirt is tre ¢z tar of a 470 yard
square., Rate of fire two (2) rounds rer gun per minute,for
the first 10 minutes and then one (1) round »»r gun rer
minute for the nest 12 miruvtes,

Also he pranernd to fire concentration (Con #2) with the
point (940=172) as the centar of a 479 yord s~vare, Dote

of fire ons (1) round “er gun per minute for ten (10) minutes,
These to be firad on call from 3n OP.

Aftsar comndetion of concertrations tre Comuany will »a
prevarad to fire on tergats ¢f onrortunity within its zone,

(2) At any tire after Hehour tiw comveny (less 3rd piatocn) will
be nranaraed to mova on Livisine orier to firing rositions
TVort! of Mt. LINGO alorng I #¢ to support 4ie attack of
Jo "Z" 753 Tank Battalion on 3. VIT/OPE,

"rovisional VG 3attery (3~1. .53)

(1) 2al. .52 fac i.g gurs o Zomnmany "A", 3, C, Per and Ranger
“1atoon will be amnlaced forwgrd of Zo "A" in ositions to,
cover the 3, fISTTC araa,

[\]
ie|

3

}_l

(2) Meginning st E-tiour Lecrirs Gun 3ait s
3. JITP0 ard 2ast to culvert on 3. IJT7C road 2t (0f2-
156). Zemz to extand 570 yards North to 3. .1

(3) Fires wi'! e 1ifted from the 3. FINTRC ares =z itre 14lst
Tnfentry at'eck a-zroanres 3. I4TFQ,

:zorrnaissa i Cemoery

(1) Zoma ny to "= prepared on call to su~mort the 2dver:a of
b RN

Somnany """ irto nositions Torth of Liu., LUNGO.
o crorge in 2TAZS I sunpli=s.,
Arrrition to se dumred on right of 14 Dscemder 43,
Aid 3tation, no chanrge.
3ztta” ion amd Company Cr's, no charge,
Jompany 2:'s, no charge,

3attailon 02, no change,

AT hoits to have yellow smoke for air idéntifica-on,
ii=hour, 1200 hours 15 Decem»er 43. 4
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ANNEX NO, 3

BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT

GRADE

WN. Lt Col
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY
MALTER, WILLIAM F, 2nd Lt
HASTEN, LEO L. Techn 4th
HOFFPAUIR, ALBERT N. Pvt
MEDI D ITACHMENT
MILLER, WILLIAM F, Pvt
RECONNA CE COMPANY
CARLE, ROBERT L. Pvt
WILSON, CEAPLES D. Stf Sgt
NIXON, STANLEY T. Pt 1l ol
SALRIN, JOHN E., JR. Pvt

"‘l
PFARSON, ALEC P. Capt
LANDERS, PAUL P, Cpl
PHILLIPS, WILLIAN H. Cpl
PARKER, JUDGE O, Techn 5th

YURKEVICZ, ROMAN (NMN)Techn 5th

SWETT, GILBERT L.
BROUSSARD, FRNIE T.

SHELTON, GRADY B,
DICKEY, H.0. (I.0.)

BATLEY, ELISHA E,

HEININGER, JOSEFH E.

vt 1 ol
Sgt

Sgt
Cpl
Prt
Prt

ASN

0-236089

0-1824256
36024854
38173404

37147168

20815861
20815901
3TULTLLT
36554188

0-394225
38038566
13087124
38026133
31125952
37146913
20816997

20813190
38036608

37146001
33142484
al =

DATE OF TYPE OF
CASUALTY CASUALTY

17 Dec 43 LWA

17 Dec 43 LiA
19 Dec 43 LWA
4 Dac 43 LRA

3 Dec 43 LMA

7 Dec 43 LMA
22 Dec 43 LM
23 Dec 43 KIA
23 Dec 43 LWA

12 Dec 43 LA

3 Dec 43 LM
3 Dec 43 LWA
3 Dec 43 SWMA
3 Dec 43 SR
3 Dec 43 KIA

12 Dec 43 LWA

15 Dec 43 LM
15 Dec 43 LWA

15 Dec 43 LIA
23 Dec 43 LM

FLACE OF
RESIDENCE

2104 Trice Ave
flaco, Texas

2609 Hackney St
Pittsburgh, Penn
Nebster, Ill.

R #1 Box 27
Crowley, La

Gen Del
Mheatland, Wyo.

2205 Clower St
San Antonio, Texas
126 W, Craig St
San Antonio, Texas
RID #2

Colome, S, Dak
4803 14 th St
Detroit, Mich

Route 5

Waco, Texas

Box 53

Newsome, Texas
133 Wellington Ave
Washington, Penn
1928 Ave L
Huntsville, Texas
Garage Road
Sund2rland, Mass
Endicott, Nebr

1402 Park Ave
Curville, Texas

Winters, Texas

RID #1

Kosse, Texas

RID #A1

Schuyler, Nebr
2305 Clearfield St
Philadelphia, Penn

oL



COMPANY "B 14)
SILKOWITZ, MORTCN (NMN)

THROCKMORTQN , WILSON E.

COMPANY "c®
TULLOS, JCHEN G.

MOBILIO, RALPH J.

CORDISCO, NIGHOLAS (NMN)

BOYSA, ALPHONSE J.
JORDAN, JOSEPE H.
WELLBORN, JACK T.
KING, ERNEST F,
SEWELL, JAMES E,
RAMEY, ROB R.

ANTOLIK, BMIL J.

ANNEX KO, 3

GRADE

Techn 5th

Techn 5th

Brt 1 cl
Pyt

Prt

2nd Lt
Cpl

Cpl

Techn 5th

Techn 5th

Sgt
Prt

ASK

32394805
37147161

20813730
36422865
33320521
0-1301601
37163668
38035985
33348697
20802556
38039654
33348166

DATE OF

TYPE OF

CASUALTY CASUALTY

23 Dec 43

23 Dec 43

3 Dec 43
3 Dec 43
3 Dec 43
14 Dec 43
14 Dec 43
14 Dec 43
1/ Dec 43
15 Dec 43
17 Dec 43
21 Dec 43

Sm

KIA

SH
S
Lm
SR
SWA
SHL
YN
LIA
L

Li

PLACE OF
RESIDENCE

1878 58th St,
Brooklyn, N.X.
Wheatland, Wyo.,

Gen Del

Decatur, Texas
322 E, Stuart Ave
Flint, Mich.
1021 Chestnut St
Bristol, Psnn,
465 Georgia Ave
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Route

quat&, Min-no
RFD #4, Box 325
Fort Worth, Texas
Center St
Shavertown, Penn,
Route #1

Dale, Texas
Taft, Texas

435 Wilbur St
Scranton, Penn,




ANNEX NO., 3, ,
PERSONNEL, BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT

OFFJCIERS ENLISTED MEN

Killed Nownded MIA Captured Killed Nounded MIA Caotured
Dec 3 0 0 0 0 1 8 0 0
Dec 4 O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Dec7 O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Dec 12 O 1 0 0 0 R 0 0
Dec 14 O 1 0 0 0 3 0 0
Dec 15 O 0 0 0 0 4 0 0
Dec 17 O 2 0 0 0 1 0 0
‘Dec 19 O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Dec 21 O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Dec 22 O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Dec 23 O 0 0 0 2 3 0 0
TOTAL  © 4 0 0 3 25 0 0

ANNZX NO. 3



ANNEX NO. 4

VFHIICLE CASUALTY REPORT
Halftrack destroyed 2 Dec 1943 by enemy artillery fire

[
]

1 = One quarter ton destroyed 2 Dec 1943 by enemy artillery fire

1

One quarter ton damaged 2 Dec 1943 by enemy artillery fire

1 = M=10 damaged 12 Dec 1943 by enemy mine

1 - One quarter ton dsmaged 14 Dec 1943 by bomb fragments

1 = M-10 demaged 19 Dec 1943 by mine

1l - One cuarter ton damaged 22 Dec 1943 by enemy artillery fire

A1) the sbove destroyed vehicles have been replaced by ordnance

and

thoge damaged have been repaired by our Battalion Motor Shop and are

back in service.

ANNEX NO. 4





