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- 24, Zeptezhor 1943
- ' AFC /306
REPORT OF COMBAT, 63th TD Battalion 2 .
Operation - Awalanche A ST .
Period Sept 1, 1943 to 0800 Sept 20, 1043. o '

CALENDAR EVENTS: o 7(%//!/3
Septembor 1

: At 0030 hours the S-1 was ordered to report to “eadcvarters
Sixth Corps Staging Area and there receive orders for embarkation tiai —arulrg,
Details to ride the Hugh 7illiamson and David Caldwell were to entruck at 0€20,
those rding the James Woodrow were to entruck at 0915, and those riding the
Duchess of Bedford entrucked at 1130, The Battalion was loaded In trat narner
on the m oming of September 1, 1943 and that afternoon moved out into the Culf
of Oran to awmit the loading of the remainder of the convoy.

Septenmber 2; The Battalion layed at anchor in the Gulf of Oran.

R4 .

September 3: The convoy left the Gulf of Oran at 1515 hours proceeding
eastwmard along the north coast of Africa.

Septemoer 6: The convoy arrived at the harbor of Bizerte, Tunisia at 1200

hours, During a forty-five minute attack by enemy planes starting at 2127 hours
three men were wounded necessitating their evacuation.

Sepiember 2: The convoy left the harbor of Bizerte at 1200 hours.

3eptember 10: At 0820 hours depth charges were dropped by onc of the 3ritish
Corvettes off our starboard bow. later it was reported that one German >marine
had been sunk, At Dusk on the same day, a Corvette and two destroryers dromped

fourteen depth charges about 1000 yards to our starboard, ‘o report of results
was received.

September 11: At 0900 hours our convoy approached the Gulf of 3zlemmo and

at 0930 hours there was an enemy air attack during which an American cruiser wes
hit and damaged. There were repeated air attacks during the day end night,.

¢ The air attacks contimied, About half the Battalion succeeded
in debarking on the beach at Paestum and moved into an assembly area about five
miles from the beach ((86.7-08.,0) Sheet 209/ Map 1:50,000). 4t 1000 the Battalion
Commander received orders to make a reconnaissance for our first combet mission
and the reconnaissance was completed that afternoon,

@59 h2

September 13: At 0700 the Battalion Commander formed a provisional company
composed of t welwe M-10's to carry out plans made during the previous night. 4t
2930 the Battalion Commander and the S-3 left the assembly area and moved with
twelve destroyers to the combat area., The Battalion was notified at 153C that a
tank attack was expected south of Persano at the junction of the Calore iver
and ¥, la Cosa Creek and appropriate positions were taken. At 1930 the ranger
platoon reconnoitered and occupied positions on the bank of F, la Cosa Creek.
Sgt Garland-G, Bumphrey of Company B was killed at 2000 by bomb fragments during
and air reid and Pvt Joseph D, Ventresoca, Company B, was seriously wounded by ' i
straffing. During the 13th the ships contimued to unload and twelve more ‘
destroyers were ready for action by the following morning.

-2/ 9f

2 At 0030 the Battalion Commander was apprised of a dangerous
situation and the twelve M-10's which were received frem the chips the previous ’-
day were assigned a sector about 1500 yards in width and at 0130 they were guided
to their positions, During most of the day the Battalion was under considerable
artillery fire and some small amms fire. Company B knecked out sevenm tanks dur- ;
ing the day and Company C destroyed seven tanks, Compeny C also destroyed one ‘ v .
ammmnition vehicle, Pvt 1 ¢l Selwatore V. Vinoi, Compeny C, wvas killed. Ten ¥
destroyers from varicus cowpanies which had been unloaded from the shiys were ‘
given the migsion of guarding the Fifth irmy Headquarters. .
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tanks were reported to % > P tion asross the F, la Cosa Creek and
the Battalion fired indirect fire for a considerable period. Our forward
observers reported a direot hit on one of the enemy tanks which burst into
flames, Artillery fire contimued to fall on our positions throughout "I'.he day.

: The enemy shelling of our positions contimued and Company B
fired an indirect fire mission on Persano., During.the afternoon a B Company
destroyer was struck by enemy fire and began to burn. The fire was extinguish-
ed by the Platoon Commander and the Platoon Sergeant before any seriocus damage
resulted and the destroyer was put back in action in a short time,

17: At 0100 our intelligence reported a dawn attack by the enemy -
was imminent. All destroyer crews were alerted and plans made to mass Tire
on the enemy. Cur destroyers were to coordinate their fire with that of the
645th TD Bn, Tre anticipated attack by the enemy was never launchec,

Septenber 1Z: During the morning of 3Seotember 18th patrol activity contimu-
od by our “econnaissance Company and the Battalion fired some indirec™ fire
missions with the targets in and near Persano, That afternoon the Cattalien
Commander led certain elements of the Reconnaisecance Company into iltavi™la, on
a reconncigsance mission for the Division Commander. No enemy resistance vas net
and the Battalion Commander reported to the Division Commander that it :msc safe
to move troops into the town. Two German Prisoners were taen by nsur
Reconnaissance Company,

September 19: On the morning of Zeptember 19th the Battalicn Conmander

led elements of the Reconnaissance Company on a reconnaissernce of tic aron In

and around rcrgenc, o eneny resistance was found in this aren o7 T
Division Commancder =z notified {hat troops could safely be meved = To "oow
area, ivrin~ e ritht ¢f Zeriember 1Cth and 20th six deslreryeys o Jorvary C

p CRC p ~ i { ~pne PR Y
were moved o vositicns back of the 141st InTantry io suprort ‘aem, (sco ovirialy

Sonsoaser L0t At 0100 Cermpary C ves essirmed to Fifth Army zs cecvs Tor
the Fittn irmy Headquarters end the remainder of the Zattalicr ws Cdetacoed “rem

the 36th Tivision oand assigned as Corps troops in Corps reserve,
MAP REFERENCE: TYtaly, 1:50,000,

Attached ainexes:

1, <Cverlay of positions,

2. Covy of Unit Journal,

2, TFersonnel casualities during period cof bhattle.

4. Vehicular casualities during period of battle.

5. Enemy casualitiles caused by 636tk TC Bn during perioc of noitle,

6. Zecommendations for awards,

For the Rattelion Commander:
LAGAT L, DU CE
Captain,Infantry
CFFICIAL: Adjuvtant

UMW‘/C" Wﬂ/’r‘

REAGY™ L. TVR(C3E
Gaptain, nTantry
L Adjutant

e e
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AMNEX NO, 3
CASUALTY REPORT

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

WOU D7D
If Sgt Robert i, Hamilton, 20814478, - Slightly wounded by shrapnel.

- NEDICAL DETACIMENT

U september 1943

21 september 193

WOUNDED
pvi Ragymond lfs Rand, 32397184, - Seriously wounded by mine explosion.

COLPALY MAW
0 September 1943

JOU.DZD

Techn iith gr venry (1111) Royuk, 371409, - Slightly wounded by shrapnel
in right leg.

Techn Lth or Charles . Trumbo, 15116060, - slightly wounded by shrapnel
in ri ittt lege

1L septenber 1943

5_v 0y Ae Adams, 38030201, - Sligatly wounded by shrapnel,

Toehm o e Tvnn Bl Midls, 20810090, - sligitly wounded by shrapnel.

Vi Loel Frem: ((0) resiba, 37145503, - Slichtly wounded by shrapnel.

SOUPAIY npe .
13 3enicrber 1643

, CILLED
3.6 narland Gl Pumphrey, 38037442, - Shrapnel from eremy bomb.
- September 1643

[

WoUIDTD
pvt Joseph D. Ventresca, 31257416, - slichtly wounded by shrapnel in
lei't foot.
19 3eptember 1943
Pve Iouis ("370) Filoteo, +002L300, - Sli=hitly woundad in chest by
vehicle while in foxnole.

coPy 0 ngn
1.4 3epterber 1943

t-i
=

4
i

Jachkn St ar Jeor e L. Nelter, 2wliuloul, - willed by sirgpnel.
vt 1 ¢l 3zlvatore 77, vinei, 31206032, - yilled by eneny sorafing lron
The ire

1" zonteaber 1543

0.D7)
. - LTRSS . . .
Pvi 1 ¢l Zarl ja. urgzoon, 20500220, - 31ishtly vounded by shrapnel,
1> geniaber 1943

Q07 DD
I8 8 b oyrond T. Turolys, 0002898, - slihtly wounded in vehicle accident.

vt 1 el Francic sl urolyy, 32377030, - slichtly wounced by shrapnel,

1. 3epteuber 19413

5ot Allian pe Jones, 300250h¢, -~ S1ihitdy wounded bt chrannel,

» (R4 % Hr. :'A“ i
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ANNEX NO.. &

'9/15/43 B
9/13/45 B
9/14/43 B
9/14/4% ©
9/14/43  Hq
9/15/43 ¢
9/15/43 Hq
9/16/43 0O
9/11/43 ¢
ANNEX NO. 4

¥=10 Track Thrown Battalion
Mgintenance

=10 Track Thrown Battalion
Madntenance

Half-Tracsk Track Thrown Under Pire

M-10 Escape Hatoh Under Fire
Blowmn
3/4 Yeppons Burned Replaced
Carrier
M-10 Escape Hatch Battalion
Bliown . Mant enance
28 Ton Broken Axlie ,756th Ordnance
¥-10 Damsged by Battalion
shell fire Meintenace
¥=-10 Motor TroubleBattalion
Maintenance

TROUBLE WHERE REPAIRED  BACK TO JUTY

9/13/43
9/15/43
9/14/43
9/16/43
9/15/45
9/ 16/43
9/16/43
9/L1/43

9/ 18/4%
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9/14/43
9/14/43

9/15/43

ANNEX NO, 5

T T YT O Y TR e wgpew

Destroyed seven Mark IV Tenks -
Destroyed seven Mark IV Tenks '

Destroyed 1 Ammunition Vehiole
Destroyed 1 Mark IV Tenk
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HTADQUARTERS 636th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO #306, U, S, ATMY

2L sentembar 1913

Subjects Recommendation for the award of t.e Silver Star.

To t The Commandlng General, *ifth Arumy, APO #47h, U.5. armye (Thru
Charnels) '

l. Tt is recommended that the Silver Star be awarded the following
named enlisted mans EDWIN A. YOST, 37146627, Sergeant, Co "C" 636th Tank
Destroyer Battalion ]

2. During the dgy of September 1l, 1943, Sergeant Yost, destroyer

coruiznder, moved his destroyer to a position under direct iire of eneny

tanks and small arms. Lrom that position, the tank destroyer crew destroyed
five enenmy tanks and one ammunition truck bv firinz only six rounds of
asmunitions In so doing, a grave menace to the ;1fet" of anerican troops
was removed. Sergeant Yostis quick tnlnklng and speedy action in c» \51ng

the tank destroyer to be moved into tie upen in the face of =such od s« wr-c a
display of courage and deteriination and was an inchiration to the men under
his cormand, His actions reflect the finest raditions of thie sirmed Forces
and were above and beyond ihe call of duty,

3e Sergeant Yost, at tiie t{ime of the action describad, was a tank
destroyer cormander, 2nd Platoon, co "gt ©30th wank Dectroyer & "alion.
The undersigned was nresert during tie action described ard cartifies chat
e was an eye witaness to the ;eroic accornlisimente :

Lhe Sergeant Yost is at oresent teni desiroyer comsiander, in the 2nd
Platoon, Compamy "CM o3wth ~ani Destroyer D-tt-lions

inducted into

S5e Sergeant Yost's entire service from the tine e Vs
nhas been honorsble,

rederal 3ervice, rebruary 24, 1942, to the oresent tine, .
Present address, and address at the time of irnduction; Goriam, Kancas.

AN e T L~L ‘D
Lt . Col .
Pon‘c-dlr;

~—
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[ ADQU \RTTRS 636th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO #306, U, 8, Ay

2 septesber 1943

Subjects iecomnc:dation for the award of the silver Star,.

To s The commanding General, Fifth army, AP0 ATk, U, S. Amy. (Thru
Channels)

les It ic recommended that the Silver Star ‘be awarded the following
na.cd enlistod mang  ALVIT B.Q. JOUNSON, 20805648, Technician 5th Grade,
Co ugun 630th Tank Destroyer Battalion,

2. During the day of September 1l, 1943, Technician 5th Grade Johnson,
ginner in a tan: d-ostroyer, assisted in movin; his destrosjer to a position
under dircct fire of enermy tanks and small arms, frrom that position he
destro,er five cuegy tanks and ono ammunition truck by firing only six
rouwnds of aumunitiones In so doing a grave menace to the safety of aAmerdican

troops was removeds iiis quick thinking and speedy action in destroying
tic enamy tanks was a display of courage and determingtion that reflects
the finest traditions of the Armed Forces, axxl were above and beyond the

call of duty.

3e Tochnician 5th Grade Johnson, at the time of the action descriwed
was assigned as gun.or in a tank desiroyer of the 2nd Platoon, Co #c® 636th -
Tank Dositruyer Batu:.dione ]

Lie Technici Sth Grade Johnson, is at preseunt assigned as gumer
in Compamy "Cn ©36th Tank Destroyer Battalion.

5. Technician 5th Grade Johnson's entire service from the time he was
inducted into the Federal Service with the Texas National Guard, November 25,
1940 %o the present time, has been honorables PpPresent home address, and
addrzes at the “ime of inductiont oute #2, Granbury, Texas.

VAN W. PYLAND
Lte COl, Infan‘try
Comuanding .

-4
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HMADQUARTIRS 6364h TANK BIHIROTER BATTALION
A0 §3065 s Bo
2 Septomber 19'3

“ubjestt Resommmndation for the ammsd of ths Silver Jtar,
To t The Gemd , Fifth &0 ATh, Us oo - Thaa
Ocl;ndln » Ay, » Ue my (

e 5 be amdod the Callaring
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of action desgribed, wes a driver
Co "C" 636th Tank Demtrcyer Dattalion,
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S5¢ -rivate lol O'Bryants entire service fraa tis time he was indugtod
tnto the Federal Servioe om July 15, 1942, to tie rement time, has bemm
honareblae rmmmam:-omaimdm: Route #1,
low laven, Zemtusiy.

V.R %, *YIAND

(,’c]-*/ o Soly Infantey
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IZADQUARTERS 636th TANK DESTROYER. BATTALION
APO #306, U, 8, AXNY .

2}y scptambor 1943

Subjoct; Recommemdation for the award of the Silver Stare

To t | 'crm‘xe mm;)a."xding General, rifth armgy, A0 #i7h, U.S. ATy (Thru

le It ic recommec.ded that the Silver star be amvarded the following
naned enlisted mang  CIAUDS H, STOKTS, 3346318), Private, Co "C* 036th Tank
De.troyer Rattalion,

2. During the day of sepiesber i, 1943, priv-ta stokes, assistant
gruer in a tans deswrvyer, assisted in moviung the dsstroyer to a position
under diroct fire of anewfy tanks and small amse iyom that position the
tani desiroyar crew destroyer five enemyy taks and one awmurition truck by
firing only &l rounds of smmudtion. In so doing, a grave menace to the
5. fely of pperican troops was rewvuede Private slokets ¢ thdnidng and
s_eedy action in causing ti.e tank destroyer to be moved tine open in the
face of such od's was Gi of coursge and deteimination which refBeqts the
finelt traditions of the Armed Forcee and were above and beyond the cgll of

dutye .
3¢ Pprivate Stokes is at presen. an ascistant gumner in a tank des.royer
i the second platoos, Co #C® 636th Tank Destroyer Dattalione
Lhe At th~ time of tie action described, oriv.tz :'tokes, was assigned
as ascistant gunner in the 2nd rlatoon, Co #¢r (30th Tank Destroyer Bottalion.

5. Priv.te stokes's catire service from tie tlue he was inducted into
the Federal scrvice January 1, 1943, to the present time, has been honorables
‘N3 home address at present and at jime of inductliony 2oute A, lealester,

Oldaho:de
VAU 5. PELAMD
i Lts 0ol, niantry
// ‘ (/ 7 Corrion
o
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KSADQU:RTER; 6364k TANK D@TACYRL BATTAIW
A2O FX06) Ue e Arvy

2; Leptember 1343

subjects FResammendation for the award of the Silver Stars

) ' The Onrnu Oenmral, Pifth irmy, A-O fuiThy UsSe .rw (Thru

1o It is recomended thut ¢ ° ilver Lar be awerded tie fo.ioudng
nmaed enlisted nans CLYDS T, .i0r  , 33303140, . riviley Co 'SV w3uth
Twii Destroyer Battalicne

2o During the duy of Septedbor 1., 1943, rivete .tokes, wrunitdon
an & bani: destru/er, assisted in aoving tis destrarer tc a position
under direet {ire of enemy tanls waud maall armse roa that positiom te
tank destirgyer orew destruyed five onxyy tan's and ong aaxmnitien trask by
firing omly six runds of asamdtion, In 30 Jolng, a grave menice to tio
safety of .mecigm roo s was roxwads .Tivito .vokes's Jilox thinking and
aution

|

s
; tion caising Lo ta k dosirurer to be noved into the 0 an in tl
face of wuch odde, was & display of ¢ . mage :nd detemination wh.ch raflocts
i the .raed Corces and were abovz and boyuikl dic call
‘;Qt,. °

3o :rivuie Chokesy ab L2 Lli of o actlon daseriled vas wisdimod
as ammnlbion sasox o tak daw ey n Lie Znd latoom, Co U J3oth
Tau: Jgotroyer Suilailione

e rivate .0.88 i8 au roeill wWwolynd oL owacaition @ oLawr on
tank des woyer in o "C' Oth Jank vestruyer Da.uwi..Ofle

S5e .rivate stokm@al's antire sarvice fra t.2 il o s Ldaoted into
Joderal  orvics Jampuaxy Lo, 1993, to L rizent tilac, o Loen honurclloe
. redent haw akires., und addr gs at 40 of induactim: .Jdoile 1, ' 3e,
 lahonse

//‘{' : ;

// Vod o YD
ube S0}y, Infuntry
Gamuxling
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HEADQUARTIR S 636th TANK DESTROYER BATTALLUN
AcQ i”b’ Ue Se Aw

AG 200 2k September 1943

SUBJECT: HRecommendation fur the sward of the Sitiver Sta,

Tu : The Commanding General, Fifth Army, Aru #847h U, Se Army Thru
Channels)

le it is recommended that the Silver Star be awarded the following
naned enlisted man: weca Ge Sparks, 380357ul, Staff Sergeant, Company “B",
636th Tank Destroyer Battalion.

2 Un the afternoam of September 16, 1y43 during heavy fighting, an
¥=-10 Tank Destroyer of Campany “C" 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion was struck
by fragments from an enemy shell igniting the destroyer and causing the crew
to abandon ite Staff Sergeant Sparks, Company "B" 636th Tank Destroyer
Battalion accampanied by two other men, ran to the destroyer and in the face
of heavy small arms and srtillery fire, shovelsd dirt on to the buriing
vehicLle which was fully loaded with oil and ammunition, and by his action
displayed unusual courage and utter disregard for his own safety. This
srampt action above and beyond the call of duty, save a valuable pliece of
equipment much needed by our troops, prevented serious damage and permitted
it to be placed back in use the sume daye. His courage and gallantry were an
inspiration to his command and reflects the finest traditions of the Armed
Forcese

3. Staff Sergeant Sparkis rlatoon was a part of Campany "B" 636th
Tank Destroyer Battclione. The undersigned certifies that he was an eye
witness to the hercic accomplishment.

4o Staff Sergeant Sparks is at present :latoon Sergeant, lst rlatoon,
Campany “B" 636th Tank Destroyer Battulion and was at the time of the action
described. Staff Sergeant Sparks' entire service from the time he was
inducted into Federal Service Jamuary L5, 19LL has been honorablie. Hame
address at time of induction and at present: 13y Yest illinoise Street, Dallzs,
Texzse

JUEN S. BUDENMILLER
N Capt., 636th TD Bn.
Comnanding Coe Be

>
v
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HEADWARTENS G36Ah TANK DESTACIER BATPALIGH
AFO M Ue 8, Army

2h september 1943

Subjest: Reoemmendgiion fer the gward of the Bilver 3tar end Citation,

Te 1 The Cesmamding Gemeral, Fifth Army, AIO $ATH, U.3. Army. (Thwm
Chanmels)

1. It is resemnended that the Silver Star and a Citation be gwarded
the felliwing newas enlisted =en: Raymomd G, Marphy, 20002598, staff
Sergesnt, Oompany °0C® 636th Tank Destroyer Battaliam.

2, During the day of September 1A, 1943, Jergeant Murphy, seeing a
minber of enemy tanks, caused his destroyerte be moved by his orew, o
& pPesition under direct fire of enemy tanks and saall aras. From that
position, the tamk destroyer crew destroyed five emeny tanks and one
aapmition truck by firing only six rounds of ssmmitien. In so doing,
& Zrave mengo® Lo the safely of American Lroops vas removed. Sergesnt
Marphy’s quick thinking end speedy sotiem in esusing the tank destreye:
to be moved into the open in the fase of mich odds was a display of
souraze and determination arnd vas an inspiretion to the men under his .
oommend., His actioms reflects the finest traditions of the Armed Foroes ard
vere above and beynd the oall of duty.

J¢ Sergesnt Murphy, at the tims of the action descrided was Aoting
Seotion Sergeant, 2nd Platoon, Compsny *C" 636th Tank Destroyer Bettalion,
The undersigned was presert during the action described, and certifies that
he was an eye vitness to the heroic accomplishment.

4, 3dergeant Murphy is at present Kotor Sergeant, Compsny °C" 636th
Tank Destroyer dattalion,

5¢ dergeant Hur;hy's entire service from the time he was inducted
into Federal Service with the Texas Natimal Guard, November 25, 1940, to
the present time, has been hamorable. Home address at time of inductiem;
512 Zast Nevada Street, El Paso, Texas. Present Home address; 2577 Park
Street, Jacksanville, PFlorids.

VAN ¥, PYLAND
b, Celmel, Infuntry

Oomnanding

“ V/



e N3
N . . .
) A

LY
HEADQUARTERS 636th TANK DESTROYSR BATIALIC
APC #3U6, U, S, Army

-

2l sentember 0.3

AG 2u
SUBJAECT: Recommendation for the aviard of the 3ilver Star.,

70 ¢ The Commanding General, Fifth ar—r, APC 7h, U, 8. frmy (M
Chanmnels,,

: 1, It is recommended that the Silver Star be serded the following
named enlisted man: ROZEAT L. DODSLI, 2001718y, 3taff Sorccant, Company
"BY, 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion.

2. On the aftemmoon of Septenmver 1¢&, 1yh3, durinz heavy fishiing 'n
}~=lu Tank Destroyer of Corpany "C', ©36bth Tani: Destroyer batialion was struch
by fragments from an enemy shell, imitins the destrower and cnuciag oo erew
to abandon it. Staff Sergeant Dodscn, ace maonied by Wi olher men ran Lo e
destroyer and in the fzce of heavy s1al) arms ol ariillery fire, shovolod it
on to the buwrning vehicle which was fully looded with oil snd arrminition cnd i
his actions displayed umusual cournre axd utter disresard to is ovm safety),

Fhis prompt action abcve and bejond the call o dnty soved a voluable piece of

equipment much needed by our troops, nrevented sericus damage and # perritted
it to be placed back in use the sorme day., lids courage end gallantry were an
inspiration to his command and reflecic the finest traditions of the Armed
Forces,

3. Staff Serg:ant Dodson's Platcon was pari c¢f Cominy “ut, G36uh
Tank Destroyer Battalion, The urdersigned certifics thnt he wrs.an eye
vitness to the heroic accomplishment,

i, Staff Sergeant Dodson is at present Platoon Ser teant, 2nd Plaotoon,
Company "M 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion and was at the vime of the action
described, Staff Sergeant Dodson!s entire service Iiwn the bire he wos
inducted into Federal Service with the Texas liaticnal Tuord, lovenbar 25, 19l
has been honorable, Home address at time of induction and at presents:
6u8 liorth Jefferson Street, Beeville, Vexas.

. J il 5. BOUDITTLLEY

Captain, 030th WD 'n
Comdz Go M

".‘;’L .'
¢


http:l;attD.'.~.on



