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GENERAL URDLRS ,
NO. mn
COMMEIDATION FOR 5XCEPTIONALLY JSRITORIOUS QONDUCT

Under the provisions of Ammy Regulations 600-55, each of the following named
individuals is co.mended for exceptinnally meritorious conduct,

CARTHEL N. sl0iiGaN, 0342876, Major, l4lst Infantry Regiment, for exception-
ally meritorious conduct on 11l February 1944 in Italy. Major Morgan, commanding
the 3d Battalion, a skeleton force depleted by a previous operation, was assigned
the mission of supporting the 1lst Battaliors .attack ~n an enemy-held hill., A
few minutes before the assualt was to be launched, the enemy attacked; and, in
the ensuing battle, many casualties were sustained by the friendly troops. The
heavy artillery shelling and ceaseless small armms fire threatened to disorganize
the battalion; but hajor iiorgan, displaying unusual qualities of leadership and
courage, succesded in reorianizing his command and, in spite of the heavy shell
fire to which his coiuand post was subjected, directed his men in holding their
positions. Entered the Service from Amarillo, lexas,

RALPH J. FASTBERG, 01316997, First Lieutenant, l4lst Infantry Regiment, for

exceptionally meritorious conduct on 1 June 1944 in Italy. During a furious ene-
my counterattack, Coupanies C and D expended alawost their entire supply of ammu-~
nition to delay the attackers, and an additional supply was vitally nceded, Lieu-
tenant Eastberg volunteered to assist in carrying the amnunition from the dump to
the front line troops, Although the route was constantly subjected to hostile
fire, he made one trip by jcep during daylight hours and, by moonlight, completed
several more trips, thus furnishing the troops with an ample supply of ammunition
and enabling them to repel the enemy force. cntcred the service from lienominee,
Michigan. , + (
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Y BURL A. DAVIS, 20648295, Technical bergeant, Headquarters lst Battalion
143d Infantry Hegiment, f{or exceptionally meritorious conduct from 10 to 18 bec-
ember 1943 in Italy. As a nember of a pioaeer unit with the assault platoons,
Sergeant Davis was one of thc first to reach the top of a hotly-contested moun-
tain., Returning on orders to the battalicn commard post he was directed to man-
age a pupply dump and supcrvise the carrying of water, rations, ammunition, and
clothing to the troops fighting on top of the mountains, .orking over roufes
constantly. harassed by artillery and mortar fire, enduring bitter weather, he
accomplished his mission with such effectiveness that the fighting goldicrs were
always properly supplicd, intered the Service from Oglesby, Texas,

JAMES O. HALL, 20813445, Staff Ssrgeant, Battery B, 131st Field Artillery
Battalion, for exceptionally meritorious conduct from 9 Scptember 1943 to 19
June 1944 in Italy, Sergsant Hall maintained a supcrior mess for his battery
t hrough ten months of coubat under the most trying conditions. Even when other
messes were forced to ceasc operating by the difficultics encountercd in heavy




mountain fighting, Sergeant Hill continued to scrve a wcll-prepared, varied menu
and operste an efficient and sanitary Kkitchen, .ell fcd, the members of the bat-
tery were kept in a s,abc of cxcellent morale and fighting fitness, Entered the
service from amarillo, Texas,

LEMUEL T. HODGeS, 34131132, Technician Fourth Grade, Company A, 753d Tank
Jattalion, for exceptionally mcritoriocus conduct from 23 iay to 25 May 1944 in
Italy., During the tarce lays 23 May through 25 ilay 1944, Tcc 4 Hodses voluntari-
1y worked at the front lines without sleop or rest retricving and 1cpairing dis-
obled tanks, During this time ne was continuously under ncavy and dircet encmy
artillery, mortar, machine zun, and small ams fire, Liany times he was forced to
ccase work because of the intensity of the ememy firc, On 23 Lay he repaircd
throc disabled tanks and had them back in action the following morning. Un 2
liay he retricved and rcpairsd two tanks under hcavy mortar fire and had them back
in action-the fo)lowing daye On 25 May he rctricved an iamobilizcd tank, irepaired
it and had it in action the cvening of the same day, Tha company was operating
at reduced strength, but Tec 4 Hedges by his undauntcd courag: and devotion to
duty kept ths company operating at a high level and matcrially contributed to the
success his ccmpany achieved in these operations. sntercd the Service from Coal-
gabe, Oklahomz, :

{
A4 BAROLD D. RINE, 19096326, Technician Fifth Grade, Headquarters Babtery, 133
afieft’!',\x'tillery Battalion, for cxceptionally meritorious conduct on 4 June 1944
in Italy. The infantry troops had taken their objcctive and vere fortifying thdr
new positions when the cnomy opened fire with mortars, Althouzh mortar shells
were oxproding within scveral yards of bim, Tce 5 Kinc, radio operator for the
artillery liaison section, ran across opcn terrain undcr encmy obscrvation to his
radio, He coatacted the artillery and, working calmly undcr the intensu shzll
fire, adjusted artillcry [irc walch neutralized the oneny guns. dntered the Zeir-
vice from Yakima, Wasaington,

CECIL E. TURIER, 38056091, Technician Fifth Gradc, Headquarters Battery,
96th Division artillcry, for exccptionally meritorious conduct on 28 reoruary
1944 in Italy. Tcc 5 Turner was assigned as a radio opurctor on liaison duty,
maintaining radio conimunicsztion between Headquarters 36th Division Artillery and
a French Corps rcadyuarters., When radio communication ceascd to be avallable,
Tce 5 Tumer, against thc advice of an officer, voluntarily maintained and re-
paircd the wire communication between the two Hondguartors, despiv intense shdle
ing and adverse weather, He made possible, through his couragcous action and dc=
termination, the only cowaunication by which Fronch Corps Headquartérs could re-
qucst artillery support from 36th Division Artillery. intcred the Service from
Abilens, Texas.

RILEY T. POWELL, 33635958, Privatc First Class, Company F, 141st Infantry
Rogiment, for cxccptionally neritorious conduct on 28 nay 1944 in Italy. Privato
First Class Powcll's platoon was pinncd down by sniper and hiavy machine gun fire
from an cnemy weapon cmilaced in a house, To frec his comrades from thecir pre-
carious position, Private First Class Powcll carricd his bazooka forward through
furious fire and, récching an advantageous position, néutralized the threat with
a blast from his weapon, iis company was then able to continue the push against
an cnemy defensive key point, Entered the Servicc from South Boston, Virginia.
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. ‘ RESTgICTED ’ .

HaRRY C. BURCH, 33454725, Private First Class, Company C, lilst Infantry
Regiuent, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 19 January 1944 in Italy.
Private First Class Burch was assigned to accompany a combat patrol that was
ordered to cross a perilous river and probe the enemy defznses on the opposite
bank, His duty was tc lay lines and maintain teleplions comiunication between
the patrol ard the battalion., He laid che wire and, until a mortar barrage
destroyed the line, kept comuunications intact. When the enewy shelling broxe
the wire he traced :own the bresk and working under constant fire, repaired it.
Kach time comuunications were disruptec he repaired the line, working under {ire
and often in complete darkness, Entered the Service trom Yashington, D. C.

CHUSTE.t J. PALG.TT, 35267980, Pravate First Class, Company D, lulst Infantry
Regiment, fnr exceptionally ..eritorious conduct on 1 June 1944 in Italy. During
an attack on well fortified enemy positions, the lst Battalion's amaunition supply
became critically low. although the rout= of suppyly was covered by hostile susll
arms ard artillery fire, Private First Class Padgett volunteered to sesure a jeep
and furnish the vitally needed amaunition, Constantly harassed by swe2ping mi&chine
gun iire and artillery shelling, he wade sevcral trips to cvhe ammritis dump and
successfully maintained the supply necessary icr convinuing the atticx, Intered
the Seivice fraz Stanford, Kentucky.

CHaARLLS L. SHZnK, Jdit, 13095265, Private First Class, Headquarters Battery,
36th D1v131on artillery, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 15 Septeuber
1943 in Italy. Private First Class Sherk was a member of a [orward observer
detail attached to the lst Battalicn of the 5U4th Paratroops, In order to direct
accurate counterbattery fire on the eneay weapon it was nccessary to establish a
forward observation post on the upper crest of a hill under eneiy observation.,
Aware that the use of radio coamunications was impossible in that location, Private
First Class 3herk volunteercd to act as a voice relay stationed on the hill. 1In
spite of the intense artillery shelling to which he was exposed, he courageously
maintained his position, relaying the fire orders from the observation post.
Entered the Service from Penbrook, Pennsylvania.

JAuLS P. ROST, 36823721, Private, Medical Detachment, Company u, li42d Infan-
try Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 31 Xay 1944 in Italy. The
1st Platooa of Company i, to which Private Rost was attached as aid wan, organized
the defense of a strategic hill., During these preparations the hill was subjected
to intense mortar fire, and thoee men were viounded, Private Host worked indeia-
tigably in the dangerous area tc comfort and administer firet aid to the wounded
men. Throughout the entire barragc he rewmained with the men, until they could be
evacuated. Through his efficient care and devotion to duty under the hazardous
conditions, the lives of two men were saved., Entered the Service froa Calumet, kich,

R4LPH F. FLRGUSON, 6939192, .Private, Headquarters Battery, 132d Piecld artil-
lery Battalion, for exceptlonally nerltorlous conduct fram 17 Nove.ber to 19 Dec-
ember 1943 in Italy. Prlvanc Ferguson was assigned as wireman with the liaison
section attached to the 1st Battalion, 142d Infantry Regiaent. During the savagely
contested operations on the heights of a mountciy, Private Ferguson volunteerud to
move down ths mountain and bring up supplies. Tie weather was cola and rainy, and
the trails were steep, narrow, umuddy, and subjected to artillery and wortar fire,
but he hever faltered in performing his duties. He assisted in bringing m=dical
aid to a soldier wounded by the hostilc shelling, and he made the hazardous trip
down the mountain in the dark with a bulky redio which was in neced of repairs.
Entered the Service from Jefferson City, dissouri.
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ST.PHEN MICHALSKI, 36880769, Private, Company F, lilst Infantry Rugiment,
for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 4 June 1944 in Italy. Ordered forvard,
Private Kichalski and “he other members of his squad attempted to advance but were
halted by deadly snipes fire. Knowing that the action of the entire plavoon would
be delayed until this obstacle was cleared, Private Michalski cautiously crawled
forward to an advance positiorn, surprised the snipers, and destroyed them. The
way was thus opened for the platoon to advance against an important objective.
Entered the Service from Piamtiramack, sichigan. ‘
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