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I. . POSTHULOUS AUARD OF SILV.H STaR.
600-45, a Silver Stap is posthusously
individuals for gallantry in action.

Under the provisions of Army Regulations
awarded to each of the following named

FENTON L. BROVN, 12096809, staff Sergeant, Company D, 143d Infantry Regi~
ment, for gallantry in action on 26 August 1944 in France. Enemy infantry
troops, Supported by two tenks, launched a deteruined counterattack against
the battalion defenses and threatencd Lo breax through the friendly lines,

The leader of the heavy wachine gun platoon of Company D wasg wounded, and
Sergeant Brown lmneciately assumed comaand. Fearlessly exposing himself to the
hostile fire, he directed his men in increasing their fire power in an effort
©o drive back the attackers, Tlhile the attention of his platoon was focused

on the eneay to the front, Sergeant Brown, constantly on the alert' for a sur-
prise assault s Spotted three hostile soldiers stealthily approaching from the
right flank. He swiftly opened fire with his rifle, killed two of the cnemy
and wounded the third. The hostile tanks.charged the machine gun emplacements
and rendered the Position untenable. Sergeant Brown skillfully maneuvered his
platoon into a new position and again directed effective fire against the enemy.
He maintained the fire of his platoon until the battalion could reorganize, and,
undcr his outstanding leadership, the unit inflicted 25 casualtiecs on the hos-
tile force, enzabling the friendly troops to regain their former positions.
Scrgeant. Brown was xilled in action during a subsequent cngagement . Next of
kin: rs. Evelyn Bogart (Sister), 10 uain Street, » Broadalbin, New York.

HENRY L, GRIFFIN, 34872050, Private First Class, Compa
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 7 September 1944 in F
Class Griffin was assigned the mission of leading a scven-man patrol on a
reconnaissance into an enemy-held town. The patrol was advancing toward the
outskirts of town when a hostile force, occupying an outpost position near a
largc barn, suddenly opencd fire, Displaying unusual self{lessness and courage,
Private First Class Griffin instructed his men to takec cover and watch for
encmy activity on the flanks while he approached the hostile outpost alone.,
doving directly in the face of enemy fire, he charged the position, firing his
attomatic rifle as he advanced. He killed four of the hostile soldiers and
Wounded two with his accuratec fire. After destroying the strong point, he
sWiitly organized a defensive position and sent word for the company to iuove
Up. Private First Class Griffin was iilled in action during a subsequent en-
gegement, Next of kin: wrs. Dury .. Griffin (sother), Route #2, Vardaman, uiss.
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ZACHARIAH ¥, uC CALL, 34208794, Private, Headquarters Company, lilst Infan-
try Regiment, for gallantry in action on-31 October 1944 in France. When the
lst Battalion was surrounded by hostile troops, the remainder of the 141st
Infanbry Resinent attacked suuodbornly defended enemy positions in an atteipt to
reach the velesguered unit. The regimental command post was subjected to heavy
artillery shelling which shattered the communication wires to the attacking
attalions. Aware of the necessity for maintaining contact, Private ucCall, a
; jcep driver, readily joined two other soldiers in repairing the line.
Tthout a thought for personal safsty, he left his covered position and moved
fuarlessly through the incessant artillery parrage. Vhile repairing a break in
the wire, he was mortally wounded oy a nearoy shell explosion. PrivateiwcCall's
Ccuntless courage and outstanding devotion to duty inspired his comrades to
redouble their e¢fforts and maintein the vital coummunications. Next of kin: uirs.
Sclus F. JeCall (Wife), Lake Butler, Florida.

II. POSTHU.OUS 4WARD OF QAK LiAD CLUSTER - SILVER STAR. Under the provisions
of Lrmy Regulations 600-45, an Oak Leaf Cluster-in licu of a second Silver Star
is s

i

posthunously awarded to each of the following named individuals for gallantry
n actions: : $ :

DONALD J. .G CONKEY, 33674459, Private First Class, Company L, 142d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 31 August 1944 in France. Company L was
assignad the mission of cstablishing a road block to cut the enemy's route of
escape from a trap in a stratcegically important river valley. Private First
Class ..cConkey, occupying an advance position in front of the block, spotted
four cnemj reconnaissance vehicles approaching along the road. He crouched by
the roadside and waited quietly until the vehicles were abreast of his position.
4L that instant he began huriing hand grenades-at the lead vehicle and set it
afire., The disabled vehicle blocked the road and forced the other three to stop.
The company opened fire on them, and Private First Class wcConkey continued
throwing grenades at the vehicles until all were disabled and the enemy soldiers
cithor killed or captured by the friendly troops. He was killed in action during
a subsequent cngag-rent. Next of kin: iirs. Anna sdcConkey (iother), Route #l,
Dunbar, Peririsylvania, : i g

BLRTRAND D. VINCENT, 37539552, Private, .Company L, 1l42d Inféntry Regiment ,
for gallantry in action on 19 September 194k in Frence. Company L was digging
in positions for the night. in .preparation for an attack on the following .orn-
ing. Private Vincent, 2 rifleman, was ordered to join an outpost group in
front of the company. Constantly on the alert for enemy activity, he suddenly
spott2d two hostile soldiurs preparing a machine gun cmplacement in a well-con-
cealed position a short distonce away. aware of the seriousness of this threat
to the safety of his comradcs, Private Vincent began working his way toward the
cnemy position. He was spotted by the soldiers and became the target for enemy-
hurled hand grenades. Contemptuous of personal safcty,. he pressed dauntlessly
forward, advancing to a spot within a few yards of thc hostile position. He
calmly puiled the pin of one of his own grenades and throw it dinto the cmplace-
ment, killing both of the cnemy soldiers and completely destroying the machine
gun. By his quick-thinking and valor, Private Vincent frustrated a hostile
attempt to inflict casualties on his unit. He was killcd in action during a
subscquent engagement. Next of kir: irs. Lens M. Vincont (lother), Route #1,
Jasper, Missouri.
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m}.‘ AARD OF SILVER STAR. Under the provisions of army Regulations 600-45,
& Siver Svar is awarded to cach of the following named individuals for gal-
- lantry in action: .

GAYMOND F. RIDTNBAUGH, 01692501, Sccond Licutenant (then Staff Sergeant),
11st Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 20 and 21 January 194 in
Italy. Sergeant Ridenbaugh was assigned the mission of leading his machine gun
wiatoon in‘sgpport cf a riflc company during an attack across a strategically
dmportant river. ‘He was adveneing with the company's lecading elements when
they enemy suddenly opened fire with machine guns and mortars, pinning the unit
to the ground. Sergeant Ridenbaugn fesrlessly exposcd himself to the incessant
Lire in order to return to his platoon and move it into an advantageous firing
position. He directed his men in delivering ef fective fire on the enemy, there-
by cnabling the rifle troops to mancuver out of the shell-blasted area. He
was then ordércd to resume his former outpost position approximately 200 yards
from the river bank. He had paneuvered nis platcon to within 50 yards of the
spot whon a¢ discovercd that it had been oceupicd by hostile troops. He direct-
¢d aceurtbs macnin: gun fire on the enemy, inflicting heavy casualties and re-
gaining hig position. On the following night he again supported a rifle company
in the attacsx. 'lien the coumpany saffered numerous casuaitics and lost its
officors, Scrge:nt Ridenbaugh took charge of the riflemen, while still comuand-
ing his own platoon, and organized a. strong defense line, again killing and
wounaing wany of the cnumy, Entered the Service from Walhonding, Ohio.

\

ROZ T, TRYLOR, 35277401, Staff Sergeant, Company I, 142d Infantry Regiment,
for pailintry in action on 9 and 10 November 1944 in France. Elements of Com—
panics ‘I and K vere ordercd to attack strongly defendcd cnemy positions. Ser-
seant Taylor, acting platoon leader of the lst Platoon of Company I, led his
men oggressively forward, swashing through the hostile defenses and inflicting
heavy cusualties on ‘the cneny troops. When hostile reinforcements were moved
in, the friendly force was trapped behind the enemy lines and was unable to
contact other friendly units. In spite of the severe hazards which confronted
him, Sergeant Taylor rcetained his coolness and good judgment, maintaining com-—
plete contrel over his men and cncouraging them by his example of intrepidity.
He kept his platoon well-organizod and, after 24 hours, lcd his men through the
hostile positions back to the safety of the friecndly lines. Entered the Serv-
ice from Rarden, Ohio.

JOE A, SHUFORD, 33454884, Staff Sergeant, Company C, 142d Infantry Regiment,
for gallantry in action on 26 Novzmber 1944 in France., Fhile Company C was
occupying an cnemy-held town, Scrgcant Shuford was ordercd to direct his squad
in sc¢izing three houses on the coupany's left flank. After’accomplishing his
mission, he spotted an encmy tank moving from behind a church and approaching
along a rozd which led to the company area. Although he was armed only with a
rifle, Sergeant Shuford couragcously opened fire on the tank and forced it to
button up. Vhen one of the riflemen following the tank hurled a hand grenade
ab ndm, h= duckcd benind a corner of the church. As the sioke cleared, he
agiin opened fire and killed three of the cenemy soldicrs. He then jumped down
the bank of a stream, thercby escaping injury from thc heavy bursts of fire
diroeted at him. By his courage and aggressiveness, Sergeant Shuford forced
the cnemy tank to withdraw :nd crased a serious threat to the safety of the
coipany. Entered the Service from Shelby, North Caroline. ' -
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=TT, 35430991, Sergeant (then Private First Glass), Company L,
cgluent, for gallantry in action on 18 August 1944 in- France.
avane. of the 142d Infantry Regiment's wotorized column was delayed oy
VY fire irow woll-entrencicd chewy positions overlooking the highway.
Compnny L wias ordered to sie.sh the hostile resistance, and Private First Class
3enneb b, an acting squad leader in the. 3d Flatoon, led-his men aggressively
Zorward in the attacic, moving directly in the face of the hostile fire, he

] ‘Wlly directed his squad through'a burbed-wire cntanglement and placed his
~eh in advintageous firing positions. He then worked his way forward alone,
crawling under the bursts of firc unbil he reacned 2 point ‘within a few yards i
of the cnewy euplacements. Fo rl.ssly exposing hiusclf, Private First Class
Jehnett hurled three hand grenades into the midst of the hostile force, then
totioned his squed forwerd to ault the position. Tho disorganizecd chemy
lasicdiately surr.acered, and, as a result of Private First Class Bennett's
orilliant leadership und ingenuity, one officer and nine men were captured,
Intercd the Scervice from Huntington, West Virginia.
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SELVATORE, -. SEIDITA, 32222384, Corporal, Company if, 14lst Infantry Regi-
for wzllantry in ~ction on 26 September 1944 in France. The lfortar

Platoon of < .imoved into position on the slopc of a hill near an dinpor-

oont cnemy flold.  During the night a large hostile force infiltrated 5

through th. fricadly lincs and,” at dawn, dirccted heavy artillery fire on the

olotoon area. The barrage wes followed by harassing firec from tanks, sclf-

rosclled weapons and snipers. Corporal Seidita, assigncd the mission of ‘stop-

5 the attack with his .ortor, refuscd to take cover and remained dauntlessly

1 0sca position with nis weapon. He calmly fired missions which coiplete—

" Gisorganized the hostile attockers. Almost immediately, a second cnemy

2ssnult was lsunched in another seetor. Quickly shifting his mortar, Corporal

Scidita irustrated the attacik with accurate shellfire. Although he was the

r3et for heavy and incessant hostile fire, he calmly adjusted fire on a tank

hich was charging the friendly positions. He uelayed the tank's advence and

: enabled tihe friendiy artillery to de stroy it. During the af ternoon, when the

1 I ecneny launched a thirg attack, Corporal Seidita braved hcavy shelling to main—

— t2in his position and disorganize the assault force with his effective fire.

j e Entered the Service from Elmhurst s New York. .

I By command of sajor Gencral DaHLQUIST:

JOHN J. ALBRIGHT
Colonel, Gencral Staff Corps
Chicf of starff
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VINCLNT i, LOCKHART
dajor, adjutant Generzl's Departiment
hsst adjutant General
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