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SECTION I — POSTHUMOUS AWARD OF SILVER SThR

o> Under the provisions of army Regulations 600-L45, a Gilver Star is post-
¥ humously awarded each of the following named individuals:
S
AT CHARLES E. BOSTON, 38195098, Private First Class, Company H, lilst Infantry
v > Regiment, for gallantry in action on 22 January 1944 in the vicinity of i+t
- Itady. Private Boston was a member oi a machine gun section attached to one of
" the forward rifle campanies of the Second Battalion in the attack across the it
River. This attack was launched under intense artillery, nebelwerfer and mortur
fire and over approaches almost devoid of cover and through ingerdously prepared
defensive fires of the encmy. Disregarding the danger of the enevuy fire and the
dense mine field through which he had to travel, sFrivatc Boston crossed the swift
Ilowing ##¢t Kiver on a hazardous foot dridg: and assisted in sctting up a machine
gun on the Lattalion's right flank. In the bittor fight that easued he was of
great assistance in keeping the right flamk of the battalion €lear until the in—
tensity +f the enemy attack made the egbire position untenables His great calm-
ness, forciiude and devotion to duty Wr oney fh‘e inlpired all who witnessed
his deeds. H2 subsequsntly diecd of wowhds received in later action. Next of kins
Mrs, thllla Boston (Mother), Rowka lo 2, ﬁt,“—d. Houme, Louisiana,

fwsrn R. mmau. 3%7356. Mng.- I&Q Chll, Campany C, 1l4lst Infantry
' 1%3 in the vicinity of i=e#
land fraa Blue Beach ih the in-
. i ’tuo ‘hundred and fifty yards in-
) poup S0 She ground with intunse firs.
‘hgory thllL’ w hil awlesiitie rifle and dashed across open ground
to es@are a better ficld of. fu'e.- The enomy concentr:ted their firv on him and he
emed 4n a bitter duel againsd Shw two guns. Wailec so doing he was killed, but
the delay of enemy.fire which: he caused emablod the company to sccurs bstter ,
positions -and ultimately to advance on to their objective. His gallant action re<’
flects great credit upon himself and Sde.Arped Forces of the United ‘States. Next
of kin: Mr. Eli Gregory (Pather), Route 3, Box 852, worechead, Ksntucky. .

SECTION I ~ AVGRD OF SILVER STAR
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o
. Under the provisions of army Regulations 600-45, a Silver Ster is awarded
“each of the following named individusls:

FRANK S. CONVERSANO, 32223068, Technician Grade 5, Company h, 11lth Engineer
Combat Bat.talion, for gallantry in action on 27 Januery 1944 in the vicinity of
&% Traly, Technizcian Grade 5 Conversano voluntarily accompanied & group of
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lour other soldiers and two civilians on 2 hazardous reconnaissance mission for

a distance of about one thousand yards along the %56 River. The party, all
dngUlSud as peasant shepherds, herded 261 sheep through enemy mine fiuids near
the river bzni, being, at many poxnts, in full view of eneny obervntlon,posts
just across the river. Even though they were under constant threat of fire a
comparavively short renge, the party executed the mission with admirable C“lhmcs
and ef{iciency. Upon reuching a small branch cruck, the sheep refused to adv.nco
further,, and, instead, turned about and headed back over the route by which tney
hzd come. This act aTDUSLd the ShSplClOﬂ of the c¢neny aobsurvers, nﬁu opotied rire
cn the reconnaissance patrol with several nachine guns. Through their couriguecud
and determined action the patrol accomplished & threefold rasult. They clsured
the mine ficlds of trip wires and booby treps, thep noted pessible approsches for
infanty advanc.s to the river, and observed, at close range, eneuy pusitions on
the opposite bank., This informsticn .ade possible an effective artitiery burrage
upon enemy positions, and was of great value in formulating plans for subseguurt
cperations by ocur own troops. The magnificent initiative and devotion to duty
displayud, by Technician urade 5 Converszno ard his comrades was an inspiration:
3 all who witnessed their acts. His gazllant .ction reflects great credit upon
hinself und t' » amed Forces of ths Unltud Stutes, Entered the Service from -
Srooklyn, Kew York. :

JAMES HILL, 356355C2, Private First Class, Headcuarters Coapzny, Seccond

,fnattallon, 141st Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 22 January 1944,
in the vicinity of == Italy. Pr1vat~ First Class Hill was mussenger and guard”
for the Second Battalicn commanding officer during the attock across the s:
River. The attack was launched under terrific enemy artilicry, norter, ncbel-
warfer and small arms fire across the deep, fast-Tlowing river and over ground
further protected by mine fields, booby traps and barbed “.Irs. Cever was neg-
ligible in the last suven hundred yards of th2 river approaches but Private -
First Class 1ill made numerous trips across this open terrain to deliver comaand
nessages to the rifle company commanders. Hs crossed the river witn the batta-
lion comnander and continued his hazardous cubivs until the batt=zlion commander:
was wounded by sniper fire., VWith utter disrcgurd for his personsl safety,
Private First Class [{ill went tc the aid of his battalion commander,’ although
subjected to alwmost incessant mortsr, machine gun and sniper fire. fHe physi-
callycarried his battalion conmender to A peint on the east bank of the river
where normal evacuation could be accamplished. He then roturned to the front .
lines to contribute his fire power to the atbnex, His galiunt actions reflect
great credit upon himself and the armed Forces of the United States. Entered®
the Service from Colucbus, Ohio.

EUGENE B. ANDERSON, 35608159, Private, Company B, 142d Infantry Regiluent,
for gallantry in acticn on 12 February 1944 on &0 Italy. Uuring a strong attack
on the First Battalion, & number cf encey scldiers infiltroted the right flank of
Private anderson's platoon and began sebiing. up machine guns in their wost advan-
tageous pesition. In the face cf intense eneny rifle and machine' gun fire,
Private anderson dauntlessly stocd wrecht sc s to ve 20le to bring uwore elfective
firc on the enemy. With outstanding calinness and unerring accurccy, he rilled
four eneny machine gunners with his rifle and continued to fire duspito enery
hand grenades bursting 211 around him. By his intrspid courzge end devotion to
duty, Private anderson repulsed the enemy in his vicinity and wnterialiy aided
his battalion in repelling the deternmincd enesy counterituzex. His gallant action
r.flects grezt credit upon himself and the amea Forces of tne Unibed States.
Entersd the Service fro.g Younzstown, Ohic.
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0CCOo J. MITONEI..LI’BUSBZB, Private, Campany F, ;,d Infantry Regiment,

for gallantry in action on 3 February 1944 in the vicinity of 5 Teedy. After
Coppany F had successfully attzined its objective southzast of Hill #¢, the
eflemy laid down a terrific concentration of mortar and machins gun fire and
ollowed gwiftly with a determined counterattack, The fire-swept position be-
came vuntenable but Private Antonelli, automatic rifleman, steadfustly maintained
his position in advance of his platoon and rendered effective fire support whils
hiis piutoon withdrew and organized new defenses. He inflicted heavy casuzltics
upon the on-rushing enemy with deadly accurate fire, and rcjoined his plztoon
only when his amaunition was exhausted. His devoticn to duty and utter disr.grrd
for his pcrscnal szfety in the face of overwhelming odds materially aidea in
stemming the cnemy counterattack, znd gave his platoon urgently needed vis: for
organization and wvacuation of the wounded. His gzllant action roilects grout
credit upon himself and the Ammed Forces of the United States. Eatered the
Service from Hevere, Massschusetts.

.~ ARTHUR H. BERKOBEM, 332671753, Private, Medical Detachment, Cempany &, 14lst
AInfantry Regiment, for gallentry in action on 11 Feoruary 1944 in the vicinmity
“of % Italy. A3 Company C moved out to the attack agsinst Hill +%, heavy

concentritions of artiliery and small arms fire cnused many casunlties among
the men, disabling them in the midst of the sres of grestest impret of the
enery {'ires. Private Berkoben rushed into this firu-swept arca to aid the
vounded men, even though they wore not frea nis compuny. Private Berkoben's
courageous actions in the mddst of entmy fire, perforusd wnile snipers were
deliberately shooting at him, siaved the lives of many wounded &nd set an in-
spiring example for all who witnessed his performaince. His gallant action
ruflects great credit upon himself and the armed forces of the United States.
Entered the Service from liew Kensington, Pennsylvania.

SECTION III — AWaBD OF OkK LEaF CLUSTER

Under the provisions of &rmy Regulations 600-45, an Oak Leaf Cluster inm lieu
of a sscond Silver Star is awarded the following named individuals:

4 JOHN V. BAUM, 01499668, Sccond Lieutenant, 1lilst Infantry Regiment, for

y ‘Ballentry in action on 11 Februcry 1944, in the vicinity of #+ Ltaly. Just

« prior to the time his company was to attacx Hill =%, the cnemy launched a
strong counterattack against the company positions. In the face of heavy con-
centrations of srtillery, mortar and smzlil arms fire, Lieutenant Baum constantly
exposed himself in placing his men individually and directing their firss sgainst
the attacking enemy. While so doing, h> was seriously wounded in ths leg by
shell fragments. Disregarding his wounds, he continued to superviss the con-
struction of an effective defense, refusing to allow himss1f to be vvecuated un-
til the meximum fire power of his platOOx was peing gtilised. Iieubenant Bzum's
skillful work, with utter disregard for nis pors sonal sarety, was materially
responsible for crushing the cnemy countcrattack. His galliant action reflzcts
great credit upon hiaself and the Armed Forces of the United States. ZEantared
the Service from Chicago, Illinois.

~ JOE Y. GILL, 01702996, Sczcond Licutunant (then First Sergeant), 142d
fgfantry Reglmunt fox gallantry in action on 9 December 1943 on +8: Itady.
After having taken part in his unit's succussful advance on #%%, Szrgeant Gill
molunteered to lead an important three wan patrol to locebe encniy detenses deep




in enemy occupied territory. He stealthil. - ‘7anced through the darkness and

rain, over steep, slippery trails in the rugged mountains, encountering hostile

as well a= friend.y artillery fire along the way and enemy patrols which he ‘
skillfully evaded, /ith utter disregard for his own safety, he remaineq?iq_‘

this hazardous area during rmost of the night to observe enemy movements .and to =
secure valuable information, with which he later successfully returned to his unil,
thereby materially aiding the security of the positions held by Company F. His
gallant action reflects great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the
United States, Entered the Service from Canyv:., Texas.

By command of Major General JALKIR:.

STEWART T. VINCENT
Colonel, General Staff Curps
Chief of Staff
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