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r1.Harct oi' Silver Star ..•. 1 •••••••••••••••••••• .••• ; •••••••••••••••• · •••••• . • ., • II 

I. POSTHU.,fOUS A°Vfo.RD OF SILW.:.R ST...R. Under thb provisions of J..rrny Reguktions 
600-45, a Silver Star is posthwilously aJNardc:d to each of the following named 
individuals for gallantry in action: 

R~L L. YOUNGrlLOOD, 14131124, Private First Class, Company F, 1420 Infantry 
Rc,Ji.mant, for gallantry in c.ction on 14 and 15 Septemb,n 1944 in France. VJlen 
a machine gun squad ,was ·cut o .. f from ·other friendly elements during an attac.l:{ 
against a well-def°l,naed town, · Private) First Class Y0Ui'1t;blood, a Company F run­
ner, set out with th1.:: mission of contacting the squad. ~,s he ran across a 
stre:et to the gate of a courtyard, thE. concussion i'rom D. n 3ne,ny_ grenadE: threw 
him against tha wall. ;,.1though dazed, he continued on .::..nd located the squad in 
a nearby courtyard. .i-1lmost iJm1odiately the enemy establishtld a strong deftlnse 
outsida the courtyard. Private First Class Youngblood braved hostile fire to 
wor1: his way back through tha enemy positions to the iilain body of the friendly 
forc.J, By informing his company colYUJk;nder of the squad's location, he enabled 
tl1,J group to launch a successful assault and rejoin the machine gun squad. He 
w2.s :;:ill-::d in .3.Ction during a'. subsequ-;;nl:, engagement. Next of _kin: 1;rs. Verda 
Youngblood (.v1otht:r), 2212 North 32d ;-. venue, BirminghamJ ilabama__. 

JOHN F. GRIGhS, 31107099, Private First Class, ;:;iedice.l Detachment, 142d 
Infantry Regiment, 27 , Sept..,mber 1944, France, Next of _;in: t~r • Thomas 
Grigas (Brotht:r), 54 Ainsl0y Street, Nashua, New Hampshire, 

DU.ll.NE R. FINCH, 36482752, Private, :v:.edical Detachment, 142ci Infantry 
rtogimont, 27 Septt:mber 1944, Frc.nce. Next of Kin: tlrs. Celia Finch (n!other), RFD 2, Utica, Illinois. 

for gallantry in action on 27 Se ember l '144 in Frartce. 11fhen the enemy laid 
down a heavy artillery 3.nd mortar barr e, .an officer and several mcimoers of 
his part.}· were se:vcrely 1vounded. ,,,lthough fatigu1:;d. by c.hoir dangerous worK 
0.urin~ the preceding 24 hours, these mE-n, litter bcar01's c:.ttachad to a rifle 
company, voluntarily l1;;,ft their covered position and ran to aid the injured 
solcii-,rs. hfhile shells crashed around thE>m, they be

6
2.n administering · first aid 

to t:10 c2.sualtit.s, working calmly and s;dllfu.J..ly until thc;ir W6r0 both killed by 
sh-,.,11 fragm0nts. Their m2.gnific0nt courage and heroic s2.crifice s<Jrvt"Ja as an 
inspiration to all who witnessed their d"Gd. 

II. .,'.\~RD OF SILVER ST,,,J:L Under the provisions of .~rmy ~tvgulations 6uv-45, a 
Silv"r Star is awarded to each of the following na,nccl individuals for gallantry in action: 

APR l94S 

.J. ..,) ..... .., ..... _..., .. , - - -

\ 

- 1 -
(ove:r) 

R'IsTFI ___ _ 

- 3 -
{over) 
~ ----------



I \ 

V) 
::;;.-. 

N1 --I 

" (V) 

M 

' \ 

·--a i "i "51 'H 1 s .U 
i~L.. --,.--~-~~-~ 

~ 
(GO 103, Hq 36th Inf Div, 29 ~·(arch 1945, contd) 

FINT,,N J:.,, .i!URPHY, 0496621, Captain, Chaplains Corps, 143d Infantry 
Reb:Lnent, for gaUantry, in action froa1 20 Octobe;r to 16 November 1944 in 
France . On 20 OctobE:r, during the 2d Bai:.talion's attack against stuobornly 
defended enemy positions on a mountain ridge , Chaplain ,:urphy accompanied the 
bat,talion co,,illlander to the front line s. E.iposing himsolf to mortar and small 
arms fire, he talked with stragglers and encouraged theu1 to rejoin their units 
and continue the fight. On 9 Nove.,1ber, when Company F I s hastily prepar"'.ci ,, 
positions were subject6d to hoavy small arms, mortar and artillery ' fir"', Chap­
lain .,iurphy went to the forward area and, exposing h:ims0lf to the ho stil6 1 in,, 
1,1oved to E;ach fighting ho·le, solacing the men ahp -niinistcring to their 'spirit­
ual nGeds. On 16 Novembe r, while driving toward 'a town between the fri6ndly 
and enamy lines to c0riduct fun_;ral l:lirvice ~ for (l Fr0nch civilian, he was 
severely wounded by a mine Dxplosiop. Entered 'triE: Service from New YorK, N. Y. 

,viORRIS H. 0 'DE°LL, 0419632, Captain, Medical Corps, 141st Infantry, Re
5
iment, 

for gallantry in action on 28 ;.ugust 1944 in France, Captain O'Dell, the 3d 
Battalio.n surgeon, advanced with the attac,cing companies to establish a forwara 
aid station. When the enemy le,unched a strong counterattack, the building . 
which housed his aid station was subj.;;ctid to heavy artillery,. mortar and small 
arms i'ire. Although the house vm s ·almost demolished by 14 mortar hits; Captain 
O'Dell refused to withdraw and r emained in the dangGrous position, furnishing 
prompt medical treatment for the nu.rn<:rous casualti<:Js · 2.nci supervising the · 
succe; ssful evacuation oi 41 wounded soldiers. By his outstanding courage in 
operating his aid station under extremely hazardous cond.itions, he saved the 
lives of men too seriously wounded to have surviwd a delay in treatment. 
Enter.:;d the Service from South Charleston, We st Virginia. 

1

'·.1I11Ihl'1 N. T,,.NNER, 38541491, Technical Sergeant, Company L, 143d Infantry 
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 13 Decemuer 1944 in France • . Wh€n the 
r emnants of three rifle platoons and the attached machine gun squads were 
surrounded by SS troops in a stubbornly defended town, Sergeant Tanner,~ squad 
l 0ader, assumed command of the group and, exposing himself to enemy observation 
and fi:re, organized as strong a defense as possible. ;J.though CO!Tununications 
were out _ ana the supply of ammunition almost exhausted, Sergeant Tanner :refused 
to surrender. He made a personal reconnaissance of th.:; dangerous area for a 
route of withdrawal. After deliberately attracting hostile machine gun f:i.F6 to 
h_i111self to determine the enemy's fields of fire, he returned to his men anct led 
the1;1 in an at~a<;:k to break through the ring of Germans. .t>S a rE:sult 01 his 
intrepid and aggressive leadership, he e stablished a route of withdrawal and· 
saved the men from a ver7 dangerous situation. Lntered the Servic..:i from Voth, Texas. · · · · · · · · · 

CH~RLJE 1. DIGGES, 38026439, Technical Sergeant (then Staff, Sergeant), 
Company F, 142d Infantry Re5 iment, for gallantry in act ion on 2 December 1944 
in France. During an attack against his company's ~osition, Sergeant Digges, 
Weapons Platoon sergeant, moved to an upstairs window in a nearby building to 
direct the fire 0£ his mo rtar, Spotting a group of approximately 75 soldiers 
approaching along a wall, he descended the stairs and exposed himself to eneray 
observation and fire in order to reconnoiter the situation. Identifying the 
troops as epcrny and realizing that they here executin5 an encircling i.ianeuver, 
he chose the direct route , which lay across dangerous terrain, to return to his 
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platoon. Running througn ,nachine gun c1. nd rifl e:: fir-:: he r eached his post a nd 
boc:a.n adjusting mortar fire; on the attacK-,rs. ,-;.s a ;"s,iJ.t of his daring 
initiative anci outstanding cour2.g0, ne inflictc:d num0rous c2.sualties un th-l 
ene,1::, :1 nd contribute.ct materia.lly to the rE; pulse of th-.: c.ssault. E.nterc.,d tne 
Scrvic0 fro,n Caa1pbellton, Texas. 

RDBERT h, TRA.,;EL, .20815510, T0chnicia n Fifth Gr.,de, Battery B, 133d Field 
i.rGillery Battalion, {or .gallantry in action on 6 and 7 iJe:c8111ber 19...,4 in in.nee. 
•''.1ile the. forv.ard ob-serVE;;r ~\l,'.s. o.d,; ustin.; artill.<-ry fire on 0nEHny attacirnrs, 
'i'c;c 5 Tramel, a member of the forward observ<:;r party, observed thrE;<) ho stile 
riflol'lon approaching the observat ion post. Securing tho nid of a friendly 
infccntryman, he opene d firo; e.nc~ he and his COit1panion ,:illcd two of the e nemy 
anc'c 1•10unded the:: tnird. On the following ctay, when T0c 5 T~rnw.., l was wounded 
6.ur·:i.11,.,; a h'-'a vy mortar barre.JG, h'" ref us0d m"'oical aid 2.nd , in s i:;it t: of int t::nsc 
pain, ht..lpt;d direct artilkry fire on a l ar ge as saulting for:c 1.., , Vvhen a hostile 
t:;roup 'lpproach0Ci his position D.nd de.ru..ndc,d his surrender, '.w forc"'a ti1E:: EmE-my 
to 11vit,1draw with 0ffcctive r ifle fire. His courage anec agi;r 0 ssiveru ss con­
tribut13d materially to th0 rcpuJ.s0 of a sE::ri t:: s of em .. my nttacks . Enterc:id the 
Sc1·vice from t.ercns, Texas. 

JACi( '1: . SIDNEY, 33734299 , Priv9.te First Cln.ss, ,viec.~ic2.l Detaci'uuent, 143d 
Inf;:rnt ry Regiment, for gr::,,ll-?.ntry in act i on on 17 Dec o;.:iJor 1944 in Fr&nce. 
·.-r10n Company E 1N&s force d t o wi thd:ra,~ , l eaving four wounded mon in an exposed 
position on a hillside, Priv tc First Class Sidne:1r , ,c. company aid man, un­
hositatingly brawd hostile s;,1nll a rms , uortar a nd artillery fire to help the 
cas :.ialties . After administering emergenc;y treatment to •'.'.ll the injured sol­
di ers, he r an bD. ck to h is plJ.toon and , securing thu ,.ia oi another man, return­
oc1 i:.o e vacuate thl.3 most s2riousl;y wounded soldL~r across dan6ero us t 0rra in to 
t;1c cornpany coi:imcmd post. Once a1ore r eturning t o t he hill, he again s:,Xpo s E:: d 
hi i,1sclf to the hostile fir-=- to ad.itinist er first a id to tho wounded ,nembt::rs of 
;:mother unit dnd t o supervise the pro1,1pt evacuation of :.11 casualti<)s. His 
~c.lknt ry and courr,16e inspired a ll v.ho witnessed his deeds . Ent ered the 
Scrvicu frora Baltimore, .,ia.ryland. 

CHJ..:ti1c,3 F. LVErtE.ST, 36698350, Private First Class, ~i,dical Dotactlment, ·· 
143d Infantry Regi1110nt, fo r c:allantry in act ion on 4 fcbru:iry 1945 in Brance . 
.. soldier, sc ve r cly wounded. b0yond his unit's sKirr.1i sh lino, lay expo sc:d to 
cn'-'LlY srnall 3.rms a nd tank fire a.s we l l a s fir'" fro11, the lri0ndly troops. thile 
s;10lls f ell dangerously nE;ar and bullets spatt e r 0d muc, 2.1•ound him, f riva to Fir st 
Class iverest, an did man, r 2.n 75 yc1rds in front of 'the friondly lJOsitions to 
o.id tl10 C<J.sualty. Ca L 1l y e.clr.1inistcring expert i'ir.,, t aic: 2.nc. "taKing nis pc1tient 
,:,.s coi:l.fortable as pus siblc, he r emained v,ith t ·ho inj urcc, soldior, still unaer 
nc2.vy f ire, until the friicndly troops advanced· beyond his positi on, rly his 
,;;allant a nd. uns-,lfish·acticn, at th-" risK of his own liio , hE. saved thto life of 
D. s...;riously wounded man. ?,ntered the Servic1:; 1'ro1,1 B2.ttlc Cr ook , l,iichi6an . 

F,t...NJ.\ L. NAdLEN, 36669521, frivatc First Class, Company B, 142d Infantry 
Ros;iE10nt, for· 6a lb.ntry in action on 2 Fc.bruary 1945 in F:,_·· nc0. i,hile firing 
his auto1natic rifle t0 support his squaa I s advanc 0 , Priv2.to First Class Nahlen 
~potted an e nemy antitank gun to his front, litilllediatoly lrnving his covered 
positfon, he r a n forwara, firint: as h.a advancE-~nci. is:ille cl. thE.. ,rnemy gunner. 
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He th;i n tool{ up a position in front of thc a ntit ,1ru:: gun to pr0vent its re­
ce.ptur0 and continued firing in support of his co1,1racles, By his quicK and 
courac:;eo us dCtion, Private First Class Nahlen denie d th0 G0 rma ns further use 
of thJir antitanK gun a nd ::.n::tbl;,d his plu. toon to seiz0 its oojective. Entered 
the Sarvice from Conway, Arkansas. 

'''ILLIAc,1 P, HENDERSON, 33710304, Private First Cl<'- ss , , .. {0dical Detach,,1ent, 
142d Infantry Regiment. Entcr Jd the Service fro,i, Pitcairn, A::nnsylvania. 

Li)T,fa.HD H. COPENHAVER, 35778516, Private First Class , :•iedica l Dt:tachme nt, 
l!-:2d Infantry Re 15 i,uent, Ent3rcd thf.: Sie;rvice fro,a .,;a s oa, ,,e st Virginia. 

for gallantry in a ction on 4 Ft:br uary 1945 in Fr~.nco. Tbd.oo ,wen ,~re 
llito~ b1:e~retts atta0-h@d t c 1;0 .!,DO..ny '.L i, sc:aut !'.CLO t>.:.i.on sent forword to 
'i.

1

0Eiorinoit•r -a :rntbe cf approach :for d night attack on an enet,1y position, and 
had oeen severely wounded, They voluntE:eered to evacuate him and went forward 
of friendly lines a distance of 150 yards. dlthou6h frequently fired on by 
th0 enemy, they succeeded in r13aching the wounded man and adi,1inistered first 
aid, Then standing upright the two men carried the casualty through heavy 
machine gun fire to a place of safety. Their courageous 2.ct ion in the face 
of g roat danger resulted in the prompt evacuation of their seriuusly wounded comrade. 

TONLY SPARACINO, 35770628, Private First Class, Company D, 143d Infantry 
Re6im8nt, for 5allantry in action on 24 December 1944 in France. Vihen a 
strong enemy counterattack disorganized and scattered the friendly riflemen, 
Private First Class Sparacino, a gunner in a heavy mtchinc gun squad, braved 
heavy mortar and tank fire to maintain his position and continue firing at the 
attackers. After firing twelve boxes of amr,1u:nition, h0 observGd E-nemy soldiers 
crawling toward his position and realized that his fire was no longer effective. 
.n.S the Germans approached, he became the target r'or cn01,1y grnnades and auto­
r,iatic weapons fire. Undauntul by the hostile onslau,,J1t, he hurled ei

6
ht hand 

g r o11c).de s into the midst of the enemy, Kill:i,.ng six, wounding an undet.iruined 
nw;1bcr and forcing the remainder to withdraw, His inrcpic\ a nd coura

6
cous 

action was responsible fo:r s iiJC. shing an en1:Jmy coLmterattack. Entered the 
Servic0 from Kilsyth, Iie st Virginia. 

By command of .fajor General DhffLQUIST: 

Oli'FICLl.L: 

DisrRIBUI'ION "E" 

JOHN J. ;,Li.lRIGHT 
Colonel, Gemm:tl Staff Corps 

Chief of Staff 
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