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. POSTHUIOUS 4WARD OF siLyiz Slak. Under the provisions of army Reguiations
600-15, a Silver Stap 1s posthuiously awarded to each of the following named ‘
individuals fop gallantry in action: |

RIED L, YOUNGBLOOD, 14131124, Private First Class, Company F, 142d Infantry
Regiment, fop gallantry in actlon on 14 and 15 September 1944 in France. Vhen
a machine gun squad was cut o.f from other friendly clements during an atvack
against a well-defended town, Private First Class Youngblood, a Company F run-
ner, set out with the mission of contacting the squad. 4s he ran across a
street to the gate of a courtyard, the concussion irom an enemy grenade threw
him against the wall, 4although dazed, he continued on cnd located the squad in
& nearby courtyard, alinost Lmediately the chemy established a strong defense
outside the courtyard. “Privatc First Class Youngblood braved hostile fire to
Work his way back through ths enemy positions to the main body of the friendly
force, By informing his company comm:nder of the squad's location, he enabled

the group to launch a successful assault ang rejoin the machine gun squad. He ¥
Was killed in action during o -subsequent engagement, . Next of kin: irs. Verda {
Youngblood (naother) » 2212 North 324 avenue, Birmingham, hLlabama, » |

JOHN F. GRIGaS, 31107099, Private First Class, icdical Detachment, 142d ;
Infantry Regiment, 27 September 1944, France, Next o =ing #¥, Thomas 1 3
Grigas (Brother), s sinsley Street, Vashua, New Hampshire, z

DUANE R. FINCH, 36482752, Private » wedical Detachment, 1424 Infantry
Regiment, 27 September 1944, Frence. Next of xin: .irs, Celia Finch (dother),

BFD 2, Utica, Illinois. '

for gallantry in action on 27 Sepgeinber 1944 in Frarce, then the enemy laid
down a heavy artillery and mortar barrige, an officer and several mempsrs of
his party were Severely wounded. although fatigued by their dangerous work
Gurinz the breceding 24, hours, these men, litter bearcrs =bttached to a rifle
Company, voluntarily left their covered position and ran 4o aid the injured
soldiers. While shells crashcd around vhem, they begsan administering fipst aid
to the Cesualties, working calmly and skillfuily until they were both killed by f

shell fragments., Their magnificent Courage and heroic sacpifice served as an
inspiration to all who witncssed their deed.

II. _.aRD OF SILVER STaR. Under the Provisions of army Gogulationg 6UU-45, a
Silver Star is awarded to each of the following namcd individuals for gallantry
in action: :

|
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FINTaN 4, «URPHY, 0496621, Captain, Chaplains Corps, 143d Infantry
Regiment, fop gallantry. in action frow 20 October to 16 November 1944 in
France. 0n 20 October, during the 2d Battalion's attack against stuobornly
defended €nemy positions on a mountain ridge, Chaplain ..urphy accompanied the
battalion Coumander to the front lines. Exposing himsclf to mortap and small 3
arms fire, he talked with stregglers and encouraged them to re join their units
and continue the fight. 0On 9 Nove.ber, when Company F's hastily prepared .
Lositions were subjected to hcavy small arms, mortar and artillery»firc,‘Chap—
lain .urphy went to the forward area and, exposing himsclf to the hosti}e tire,
moved to each fighting hole, solacing the men and ministering to their spirit-
ual needs. On 16 November, while driving toward’a town between the friendly
and ensmy lines to conduct funcral services for a Fronch civilian, he was
severely wounded by a mine ¢xplosiop. Entered the Service from New York, N. Y.

LR

#0RRIS H. O'DELL, 0419632 » Captain, Medical Corps, 1klst Infantry Kegiment,
for gallantry in action on 28 august 1944 in France, Captain 0'Dell, the 3d
Battalion surgeon, advanced with the attacking companies to establish a forwara
aid station. When the enemy launched a strong countecrattack, the building
which housed his aid station was subjected to heavy artillery,. mortar and small
arms r'ire, Although the house was ‘almost demolished by 14 mortar hits, Captain
0'Dell refused to withdraw and remained in the dangerous position, furnishing i |
prompt medical treatment for the numerous casualtics and supervising the { !
successful evacuation of L1 wounded soldiers. By his outstanding courage in ° | |
!

dous conditions, he saved the
ived a delay in treatment.
Virginia. e

YILLTAd N. TaNNER, 38541491, Technical Sergeant, Company L, 143d Infantry !
Regiment, for gallantry in aetion on 13 Decemver 13944 in France. When the .
remnants of three rifle platoons and the attached machine gun squads were
surrounded by 35S troops in a stubbornly defended town, Sergeant Tanner, & squad
lcader, assumed command of the group and, exposing himsclf to eneny observation
and fire, p}ganized as strong a defense as possible, slthough comaunicat iong
Were out and the supply of ammunition almost exhausted, Scrgeant Tanner refused
to surrender. He made a personal reconnaissance of tho dangerous area for a
route of withdrawal. aftep deliberately attracting hostile machine gun fire to .
himself to determine the enemy's fields of fire, he returned to his men and led
then in an attack to break through the ring of Germans. as a result of his
intrepid and aggressive leadership, he established a route of withdrawal and: -

saved the men from a very dangerous situstion. Entered the Service from Voth,
Texas, S N A 1 TR vl

CHARLIE L. DIGGES, 38026439, Technical Sergeant (then Staff Sergeant ),
Company F, 142d Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 2 December 1944
in France. During an attack against his company's position, Sergeant Digges,
Weapons Platoon seérgeant, moved to an upstairs window in a nearby building to
direct the fire of his mortar, i imately 75 soldiers
approaching along a wall, he desceng i ] i

observation and fire in order to
troops as epeay and realizing tha
he chose the direct route, which

reconnoiter the situation, Identifying the
t they were executing an encircling waneuver,
lgy‘across dangerous terrain, to return to his
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: n. Running through machine gun and ritle fire, he rcached his post and
gan adjusting mortar firc on the attackers. 4&s a rus.lt of his daring

- initiative and outstanding courage, ne inflicted numcrous casualties on the
oneiny and contributed materially to the repulse of the assault. Entercd vhe

Service from Camgbellton, Texas.
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m&:ﬂ* KA. TRAGEL, 20815510, Technician Fifth Gr.de, Battery B, 133d Field
arcillery Battalion, for.gallantry in action on 6 and 7 December 19.4 1n France.
"hile the forward observer was. adjusting artillery firc on cnemy attackers,
Tce 5 Tramel, a member of thc forward observer party, obscrved three hostile
riflencn approaching the obscrvation post. Securing the aid of a friendly
infentryman, he opened fire; and he and his companion «illcd two of the enemy
and wounded the third. On the following day, when Tece 5 Tramcl was wounded
quring a heavy mortar barrezu, he refused meaical aid and, in spite of intense
pain, helped direct artillery fire on a large assaulting force. Uhen a hostile
£roup approached his position and demanded his surrender, he forcea tne enemy
to withdraw with effective rifle fire. His courage and aggrcssivencss con-
tributed materially to the rcpulse of a series of encmy attacks. Entered the
Scrvice from hkerens, Texas.

JACK ", SIDNEY, 33734299, Private First Class, Medical Detacihment, 143d
Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 17 Decciber 1944 in France.
“hen Company § wes forced to withdraw, lcaving four wounded men in an exposed
position on a hillside, Priv.tec First Class Sidney, = company aid man, un-
hesitatingly braved hostilc suwall arms, .ortar and artillery fire to help the
casualties, After administering emergency treatment to 21l the injured sol-
diers, he ran back to his platoon and, securing the 2id of another man, return-
cd to cvacuate the most scriously wounded soldisr aeross dangerous terrain to
thc company coumand post. Oncc uore returning to the hill, hc again exposed
‘ nimsclf to the houstile firc to adwinister first aid to the wounded .ncmbers of
another unit and to supcrvisc the prowpt evacuation of 1l casualtics. His
zellantry and courzge inspircd all who witnessed his dceds. Entered the
Scrvice frowm Baltimore, .aryland.

/

CHARL:3 F. LVEREST, 36&96350, Private First Class, licdical Detachment,
143cd Infantry Regiment, for gellantry in action on 4 Fcbruary 1945 in France.
.. soldier, severcly wounded bcyond his unit's skirmish linc, lay exposed to
encny suall arms and tank firc -s well as fire frow the fricndly troops. Vhile
siiclls fell dangerously near and bullets spattered mud around him, Frivate First
| Class iverest, an aid man, ran 75 yards in front oi the fricndly positions to
aid the casualty. Caluly aduinistering expert rirst aid ana making nis patient
as comfortable as possiblc, he remained with the injurcc soldicr, still unaer
ncavy fire, until the fricndly troops advanced beyond his position. 8y his
gellant and unsclfish-acticn, at the risk of his own lifc, he saved the life of
& scriously wounded man. &ntered the Service frow Battlc Creck, Liichigan.

FaiaNa L, NadLEN, 386669521, rrivate First Class, Company B, 142d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 2 February 1945 in Pr nce. Vhile firing
his automatic rifle to support his squaa's advance, Private First Class Nahlen
spotted an enemy ‘antitank gun to his front. Iumediately leaving his covered
posicion, he ran forward, firing as he advancesipmanc killed the enemy gunner.
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He then took up a position in front of the antitan gun to prevent its re-
capture and continued firing in support of his courades. By his quick and
couraseous action, Private rirst Class Nahlen denicd the Gormans further use
oL thoir antitank gun and ¢nabled his platoon to seize its oojective. Entered
the Service frog Conway, arkansas.

"ILLI4L P, HENDERSON, 33710304, Private First Class, iledical Detachuent,
1424 Infantry Regiment. Entered the Service frow Pitcairn, Fennsylvania,

LDWARD H, COPENHAVER, 35776516, Private First Class, .iedical Detachment ,
1424 Infantry Regiment, ZHEntcred the Service froa Jason, jest Virginia,

for gallantry in action on 4 February 1945 in Fr-nce. Those “en were
13Eb0» bearens attached to S0 pahy 3. 4 scout hea boon sént forward to
Poecnnoiter & route cf approach for « night attack on an eneny position, and
had been severely wounded. They volunteered to evacuave him and went forward
of friendly lines a distance of 150 yards. although frequently fired on by
the eneny, they succeeded in reaching the wounded man and adininistered first i
2id, Then standing upright the two men carried the casualty through heavy
machine gun fire to a place of safety. Their courageous action in the face
of great danger resulted in the prompt evacuation of their sericusly wounded
comrade.,

TONEY SPARACINO, 35770628, Private First Class, Company D, 143d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 2L, December 194/ in France. Vhen a
strong enemy counterattack disorganized and scattered the friendly ritlemen,
Private First Class Sparacino, a gunner in a heavy machinc gun squad, braved
hcavy mortar and tank fire to maintain his pesition and continue firing at the
attackers. After firing twelve boxes of ammunition, he obscrved enemy soldiers
crawling toward his position and realized that his fire was no longer effective,
a8 the Germans approached, he became the target ror cncuy grenades and auto-
matic weapons fire.  Undauntcd by the hostile onslauzght, he hurled eight hand
grenades into the midst of the enemy, killing six, wounding an undetermined
nuiber and forcing the remainder to withdraw, His inrcpid and courageous
action was responsible for sishing an encuy counterattack. Entered the
Service from Kilsyth, liest Virginia,

By command of sMajor General DuHLGUIST ;

JOHN J. .L3RIGHT
Colonel, General Staff Corps
Chicf of Staff
COI'FICIAL:

5 s Dcpartment
adjutant General
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