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GENERAL ORDERS 

NO. 213 

B,-E 8-'lLR I e T E D 

HEADQUARJ.'ERS 36TH li~F~NTRY DIVISION 
APO #36, U.S. Army 

AWARD OF SILVER STAR 

----

10 June 1945 

Under the p;rovisions of Army Regulations 600..:45, a. Silver Star is awarded 
to each of the following named individuals for ga~~ai_'ltry in action: 

CHARLES OOLEJSI, JR., 38456379, Staff Sergeant, Company F, 141st Infantry 
RegjJllent, for gallantry in action on 10 December 1944 in France. Sergeant 
Dolejsi was given the mission of leading a six-man-combat patrol to determine 
enenzy- strength on a nearby ridge. During the re·connaissance a fierce fire fight 
developed, and the enemy attempted to move a machine gun and several riflemen to 
the patrol's left flank. Having secured the necessary information, Sergeant 
Dolejsi ·ordered his men to withdraw, However, the enemy flanking force presented 
a serious threat to a successful withdrawal, and Sergeant Do~ejsi dashed through . 
heavy small arms fire to a position from which he could deliver fire on the 
hostile group. Bravely exposing himself to the enemy fire, he threw a hand 
grenade which silenced the ma.chine gun and then pinned dovm the riflemen with 
effective rifle fire. By h;i.s quick-thinking and aggressiveness, Sergeant 
Dolejsi killed five Germans, wounded approximately six more, and enabled his . 
men to complete their important mission. ·E..ntered the Service from San Antonio, 
Texas. 

BERLIN W, BELL, JJ658602, Staff Sergeant ,( then Corporal), Company A, .14lst 
Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 22 March 1945 in Germany. .i.s the 
2d Platoon attacked well-defended enemy positions in .the face of intense artil­
lery, mortar, rocket and small arms fire, both the platoon loader and platoo.q. 
sergeant became casualties, and disorganizat,ion threatened the group. Realizing 
that hesitation might mean disaster, Corporal Bell i.nunB diately led his squad in ' 
a daring frontal assault. He killed two Germans and capt ur<.o·d six prisoners as 
his squad overran and secured the positions. Later, when heavy s,:,lf'-propelled . 
gun fire rendered the company positions untenable and thG order to withdraw was 
given, Corporal Bell remained to cover the movement•:• of his squad. Seeing one of 
his men wounded, he swiftly administered first aid and, while shells crashed in 
tho i.r!hnediate vicinity, carried his wounded comrade to a place of safety. 
Enl:.er-.;d the Service from Laµrel Branch, West Virginia. 

PHILLIP L. HA.YES, 36837839, Sergeant (then Private), Com:i:any F, 141st 
Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 24 October 1944 in France. As the . 
3d Platoon spearheaded Company F's advance toward a wooded hill the men were 
halted by heavy enemy rifle and machine gun fire. After five hours of bitter 
fighting in which no progress was made, Private Hayes, an automatic rifleman, 
volunteered to destroy the machine gun that was holding up the advance. Although 
he became the target for enemy fire and bullets str~ck ·within inches of him, he ,,. 

- l -
(over) 

16 JllN194S P"' C! 'l'.......l, ~ 
~!!""::~.!.;!: . ~ 

/V:,30 

I 

' 



~ 

1 

.. 

I 
'111 IJ~ 

:t/iol'/.• C 
~ 'l), 

~~IB1£Ii~ 
(GO 213, Hq 36th Inf Div. 10 June 1945, contd) 

worked his way around to the flank and alternately crawlod and ran 150 yards 
un• ).1 he reached a position from which he could observe the enemy machine gun, 
He then exposed himself to open fire with his automatic rifle and killed the two 
members of the gun crew, silencing their weapon. J..s other Germans attempted to 
reach the machine gun, he courageously continued to fire , wounding at l t:ast two 
of them and pr~venting the enemy from reaching the weapon , By his gallant and 
aggressive actions, Private Hayes enabled his company to r enew the advance arrl 
seize the hill, Entered the Service from Jim Falls, Wisconsin. 

F~CIS h, HILDRETH, 32727156, Technician Fourth Grade, Company C, 753d 
Tank Battali9n, for gallantry in action on 10 February 1945 in France . Tee 4 
Hildreth was driving a tank which had the mission of covering a bulldozer as it 
cloe.red a road block during a night attack. A fragment of a machine gun bullet 
painfully wounded him. Althoiagh advised by his ·tank cornrrander to give up his 
position to the assistant driver and seek first aid, ho refused to do so. 
Instead, despite the pain of his wound, he remained at his post, skillfully 
rra.neuvering his tank back and forth on the road near tho bulldozer. When the 
tank ha d completed its mission he rece ived first a i d and v1as evacuated to the 
hospital. Tee 4 Hildreth I s courageous devotion to duty was a source of inspira­
tion to the othe r members of his crew. Entered the Service f rom Bronx, New York. 

ROBERT N. PJ..TTE.RSON, 35277402, Technician Fifth Grade (them Private First 
Class), Company h' 111th Enginner Combat Battal~on, for gallantry in action on 
14 December 1944 in France. Company A was give~ the mission of defending a 
sector of the line on an important hill, and Private First Class Patterson was 
assign:id as a gunner in a machine gun squad. .11.t dawn the enemy launched a strong 
counterattack and succeeded in penetrating a section of the line. hlthough his 
position was subjected to both frontal and flanking fire, Private First Class 
Patt erson remained determinedly in position, delivering accurate fire into the 
midst of the attackers. A squad of 12 Germans assaulted his gun emI,Jlacement, 
and one of the soldiers hurled a grenade into the position. ,.lthough stunned by 
the concussion, Private First Class Patterson killed or wounded all the squad 
members witn his effective fire. Throughout the ctay he maintained his );lOsition 
and, by his determination and aggressiveness, drove ba ck a series of enemy 
attacks until the engineers were relieved by infantry troops. Entered th~ Serv­
ice :from Waverly, Ohio, 

KENNE.TH S, EGGLESTON, 32855189, Private First Class, Company fu , 143d Infan­
try Regiment, for gallantry in action on 21 January 1945 in Franc0 . Private 
First Class Eggleston, with the help of a comrade, was i,,annin;__; a machine gun 
protecting the left flank of his unit when the enemy launc,1"d a counterattack 
with the support of six tanks. f,s approximately 20 of the -:::nemy a tt empted to 
infiltrate past his position, he waited until they were within 150 yards and then 
opcn0d fire, killing two of th.J hostile soldiers, wounding an undetermined number 
and dispersing the remainder of the group. Later, when relie ved by a new gun 
crew, Private First Class Eg ,;Lcston, on his own initbtivo, reconnoitered the 
ar0a i:,1he re the Germa ns had been seen and found two tryi ng to esca pe . He i.nmedi­
atcly opened fire , wounding ooth men, a nd then, advanch1g further, he captured 
thr0e enemy soldiers. By his courage nnd ale rtness , ho aidod materially in r e­
pelling the strong hostile at t a ck , E,nte r ed the Service ~rom Glen Falls, New York. 
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JOSE , .. S,-.AABL., 36842118 , Privat e First Class, Co111p..".ny L, 143d Inf antry 
Regiment, f 9r gallantry in action on 15 Mar ch 1945 in Frc.nce . The men of Comp:3.11Y 
L we r e halte d by heavy fire f r or.! t ,rn ,memy machine guns v.s t hey advanced to 
at tack a town. Private First Cl as s Sar abi a , m a utom<1t ic rifleman, wa s ass i gned 
the ;,u.ssion of attempting t o flunk and destroy the fir st cner,1y machine gun, 
Crawling forward about 40 yards t o the l eft of the posit i on, he opened fire a nd 
killed two Ge r mans, neutralizing the ma chin e gun. Despite t h e f act tha t h .; was 
t he t a r get for ene111y 11Bchine gun, rifle and rifle gr enade f ire , he :i.nu,1ediately 
r,10ved toward th e se cond gun . He adva nc ed forward in tho f 11ce of the euE,1ny f ire 
f'or 50 yards. Reaching a point 150 yar ds from the ho stile machine gun h0 ro se· 
to a crouched position and, a s bullet s st r ucK a round hi.ii! , da shed forward, f iring 
his automatic rifle from the hip . In hi s bold cha rg e towc:xd th.; enemy position , 
Pr iv:..te First Cla s s Sarab i a k illed a German offic er, wounded the othe r wembe-r of 
th0 machine gun crew, and ena bled hi s company to advanc0 int o the town. Lntered 
t h0 Servic e fro ,-;i Chicago , Illinois. 

HOH!.:-..RD L, PITTS, 3 4948335, Privat e Fir st Cla ss, Cor.1pany i,, 141st Infantry 
Rcgim0nt, f or galla ntry in JJ. ction on 2.2 Ma rch 1945 in G0r r.ia.ny . t!hile atta clcing 
1_1. st r ongly fortifie d se ctor of thG Siegfried Line , CompcJ.ny i, e ncountbr ed a fully 
!'lannod and well-de f e nded st rong po int. W,he n the leade r of t he 1st Plat oon was 
s er iously wounded and thci l eader and a.ssi s t 3.nt s qu=1d luJ.cle r of Privat e First 
Class Pitts' squad be ca,ne ca sual t i 1:,s , Pr i v:i.te Fir:.,t Class Pi t t s , r e:1lizing tha t 
a delay u1i gh t r esult in d i saste r , swiftly ra l l i ed t he r .:..maining .,1(:m and l ed them 
in a daring assault . Cro ssing Jit0re tnan 100 ya r ds of open g r ound in t he f a ce of 
intense enemy small a rms :i.nd sh0ll f ire , he dirGcted h i s m0 n in ove rrunning the 
i1ostilc po sition, personally killing one German a nd f or ci..'1g five to surre nder. 
Hi s aggr e ssive l eadership enabl ed the cor:ipany t o continu..J for ward anci $eize its 
obj.,:ct ive , Ki 1.ling ei ght .. 10r 0 Ge r mans and capturing t wonty prisonGrs. ...,ntc: red 
th e -Ser vice from Carrollton, Georgia, 

JOHN M. T£ J;J)A, 38675241, Privat e First Class, Co!i1pany F, 141st Infantry 
Rogi m.:rnt, for ga llantry in a ction on 8 December 1944 in Fr.:.nc ~ . Private First 
Cla s s Te j ada, an ,automatic r iflc1:1an, wa s manning a t el ephone out:i:ost beyond 
friendly line s a nd 300 yard s frcli:1 the enc..my whe n he obser VGd approxirna t e ly 100 
Ger nans pre paring t o attack . He i mmediat ely direct e d acc urc>.t e morta r fire and 
disor ganized the hostile f orce . The en eny then discovered hi s outpost and sent 
a n i na. man patrol to destroy it, When th e hostile sold.i <:. rs opena d fire from a 
distance of 75 yards, Priva t e -Fir-st Class Te jada r eturn0d t heir fire with hi's 
2.ut omatic rifle . During the fire fight which ensued, he valiantly stood his 
ground, killing _s e vE. n mernbe rs of the enemy patrol a nd wounding the othc: r two 
Ge r mans. The enemy then directed 2Cbi.Jl gun fire on hi.!!1 , but he r einained stead:. 
f a stly in position and dir"' ctc d rnort s. r fire on ·;,he hostilG troops, inflicting 
r.1e.ny ca sualtie s and finally forc i ng thein to withdr~w. ·~nte r ed the Service from 
Flor e sville, Texas. 

LlON G. BONNER, . 33546475, Private First Class, Compv.ny C, ]4.lst Inf=1.ntry 
R<;gi fftirnt, for g :i.llantry in a ction on 15 ll'ia rch 1945 in France . The 2d Platoon 
r eceived the rnission of pa ssing through the position of another friendly unit 
Vlhich had be en halted in its adva nce by heavy ma chine gun fire. hfter advancing 
50 Jf['.r d s furthe r the ,ne n v,e r e pL n ed down by fire from the same enemy weapon. 
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Private First Class BoMer volunteered for the hazardous mission of destroying 
the hostile machine gun. As two comrades delivered, covering rifle fire, he 
dashed from tree to tree and crawled along the 6round until clofie to the enemy 
P?sition. Then, quickly rushing the position in the face of the enemy fire, he 
killed the two Germans mannin6 the gun and put their weapon out of action, 
Private First Class Bonner's courageous and aggressive act enabled the members 
of his platoon to continue their advance. · i'ntered the Service from Richmond, 
Virginia. ' . . 

FREDERICK LUSINGER, 39257147, Private .First Class, ,~edic il Detachment, 141-st 
Infantl.'y .Regiment, for gallantry in action on 22 hlarch 1945 in Germany. V;hen 
the leader of 'the 1st Platoon was seriously woun"d~d by machine gun fire, Private 
First Class Lusinger, although assigned as aid man with another platoon, unhe si­
tatingly crossed several hundred yards of exposed terrain to reach the casualty. 
Finding him bleeding profu~ely from several wounds, h~ carried t he officer to 
the slight cover afforded by nearby trees, He w'as the· target for intense machire 
gun and mortar fire; over 300 mortar rounds fell in thv platoon area in just over 
a half hour. With shells crashing within three ya rds of h+m, Private First Class 
Lusinger protected his patient with his own body. · Des1)itc 't.hc hostile fire, he 
skillfully treated the officer's Wounds a 'nd r emaindd with him in thd dangerous 
area for over 'f'our hours ·, His courage1ous actions, p<1rl'o r mod at the ris.K of his 
own life, were ·responsible' for saving the life of the inj ured officzr. Entered 
the service from Jlliontebelio, California'. 

HF .. J'JRY O. INGRAM, 38668336, Private First Class ( the n Private), Com_pariy F, 
141st Infantry Regiment, for gallantr,y in action on 15 December 1944 in France, 
VJhen the platoon's advance was halted by crossfire ,ro;n anerny machine gun s and 
by heavy rifle fire, Private Ingram, an acting squad l oader , locate'd one of the 
Gcrnan gun positions by the weapon's muzzle blast. Vhth complete disregard for 
his p:;rsonal safety, he began crawling forward in tha f a.cc of the ho stile fire 
in an attempt to silence the machine gun. Upon reaching a position wh.J,Ch a.fi'ord­
ed a good field of fire, he bravely exposed himself to firo rifle grenades into 
the emplacement. His accurate fire killed two of the crow li!Gm'bers and forced 
the others to flee, By his quick-thih.l:(ing and aggre s siven0ss, he eliminat e d a 
serious threat to the si:l,fety oi his platoon. Ente r ed tho Se 1·vice from Doniphan, 
Eissouri. 

BY COMMAND OF MA.JOR GENERAL DAHLQUIST: 

OFFlG:C.L . _///' 

/4w~ 1?{0CTo~~ 
Major, Adjutant Genera l I s Department 

Asst Adjutant General 

msr:aIBUTION 11E11 
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JESSE B. M.i,TLACK 
Colonel, Ge neral Staff Corps 

Chie f of Staff 
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