agé

i w‘ PE-S-T-R-I-C-T-E-D . ®

HEADQUARTERS 36TH 1NFANTRY DIVISION
AFO #36, Ues S. army v
11 March 1944

GENERAL ORDERS
NO. 66

AVARD OF SILVER STAR

Undef the provisiohs of Army Regulations 600=45, a Silver Star is awarded
cach of the following named individuals:

Y VAN W, PYL&ND, 0236089, Lieutenant Colonel, 634th Tank Destroyer Battalion,
for gallantry in actisn from 13 to 18 December 1943 in the vicinity of &, Italye
Lieutenant Colonel Pyland, commanding officer of the 636th Tank Destiroyer Battalion,
disregarded terrific enemy artillery and mortar fire to remain at a forward oo-
servation post directing the operations of his battalion in the attack on ke,
Before the pockety of resistance were mopped up, he went forward or reconnaissance
and while so doing was vicunded in the face by a mortar shell, He continued on
his mission, not receiving medical attention until that nignt. Aagain the follow-
ing morning he went forward beyond the cutpost lines of the Infantry to select
future positions for Company B, and while alone on this reconnaissance, he cap-
. tured and disarmed an eneny soldier and toox him to the command post for question-
. inge His-outstanding example of ccol coursge, fortitude ana aggressive leader-
' Ship greaily inspired both his officers and men. His gallant actions reflect
great credit upen himself and the Armed Forces of the United States. Lntered the
Service from Vaco., T-ias,
Y MILTON J. LANDRY, 0342179, iajor, lilst Infantry Regiment, for gsllantry in
action on 21=22 January 1944, in the vicinity of =s#, Ttaly. iajor Landry com-—
manded the 2d Battalion in the attack to cross the ¢ priver under terrific
‘enemy artillery, ncbelwerfer, mortar and small arms fire and over ground further
protected by mine fields, booby traps and barbed wire. Cover was negligible in
the last seven hundred yards of the river approaches, but uajor landry personzlly
led his officers and men to the crossing sites.. largely through his pursonal
efforts the greater portions of the 2d dattalion crossed the river and engaged
the encny. When units across the river became disorganized, he went forward 1rom
his command post and moved among the men, exposing nimself to obegerwed cnemy
machine gun and small arms fire, %hile so doing he was wounded throe times, His
great display of courage and devotion to duty without regard to hiq personal
safety inspired his command to the utmost effort. His gallant actions reflcect
great credit upon himself and the armed Forces of the United atatus. Entcred the
Service from San Antonio, Texas,

EDGAR (NMI) FORD, 0332936, Captain, lilst Infantry ﬁeglment, for gallantry

in action on 20 January 1944 in tho vicinity of %+, Itady, Capt%in ¥ord was
S-3 of the 3d Battalion which was ordered to attack and cross the ### river., The
attack was launched under terrific enemy artlliery, nebelwerfer, mortar and small
arms fire 28ross a. deep, fast-floving river and over ground furt ,i protected by
mine fields) bBoby traps and barbed wire., Cover was negligible in the last seven
hundred yirds of the river approaches, which further complicated tne cifficultics
encountered. Much of the equlpnent wis destroyed and the batbalion pLﬂti&ll,
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disorganized as a result of detonations of the mines and the falling of the ar-
tillery and mortar fire., Captain Ford, upon noting this condition, moved acros:
the mine {ield contacting companies and reorganizing them. le then proceeded to
rotte them to the river crossing sites. Upon arriving at the river the enewy

fire was increased .a intensity but Captain Ford with utter disregard for his
personal safety continued his gallant work of maintaining order. His cool courage
under fire and devotion to dubty inspired all who witnessed his deeds., His gallant
actions reflect great credit to himself and to the armed Forces of the United
States. Lntered the Service from Rusk, Texas.,

¥ CHARLES J. CUSSON, 01696811, Captain, ¥C, i43d Infantry Regiment, {for gal=
lantry in action on 8-10 December 1543 in the vicinity of ¢, Itsly, During

the vicious attack on %% and the two following days, heavy casualties had bLeen
inflicted by encmy artillery, mortar, and smal’ ams {ire anc anti-personnel iines,
In order to make possible the rapid treatment ind evacuation of the woundequ,
Captain Cusson on his own initiative went forward to the front line positions
despite the intense fire and the cleverly concealed mines, Re crossed difiicult
rocky and wuddy terrain, going frecam cne woundad man to another adwinistering
medical treatment and personzlly directing tne litter bearers to the wounded,
Cepbtain Cusson's display of calmness under {ire, outstanding courage, anu acvoticn
bo duty inspired all who witnessed his decds. His gallant action reflects great
credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the Unitod States. Lintered tie Scere
vice from Lydenville, Veruont.

¥  HIRAI F. FLNTON, 20804587, Tect .ical Sergeant, Company B, 1ligd Infaniry Regi-
nent, {or gallantry in aciion on 12 Tebruary 1944 on &%, Italy, The eney laid
a terrific artillery @nd mortar barrage on the lst sabialion's position and fole-
lowed swilftly with a determined counterattack. Sergeant Fenton, realizing the
necessity of reinforceisents for his platoon, left his place of comparative safziy,
upon his own initiative and made his way through thnrese hundred yards of intense
enemy fire to secure 2 squad of riflemen from unother unit to belster the defunse.
He personally deployed the men in the best possible position and so cifectively
accomplished his mission as to materially assist in crushing the enemy :btack.
After the counterattacs had beon repulsed, friendly artillery begen to £2l1l in
the immediste area, Communications were scvercd and Sergeznt Fenton, again
without command, left his fighting hole in the midst of tho barrige and e e
his way to Battalion Headquarters vo report the situction, resulting in the im—
mediate lifting of the friendly fire, His fearlessness, aggressive vigor and
outstanding devotion to duty greatly inspired #ll whno witnessed his deeds. His
gellant action reflects grsot credit upon himself and the armed Forces of the
United States. Entered the Service from Colemnn, Texas,

ROBART L. McKINNEY, 20805656, Staft Sergzant, Comp:ny G, 142d Infantry Regi=
ment, for gallantry in action on 3 February 1944 in the vicinity of ¥, Italy.
The 3d Platoon vas advancing when suddenly they were pinned down by withering
machine gun firce Sergeant sciinney, acting platoon leader, dauntlessly exposed
himself and skillfully end calmly dirécted his men in the destruction of two
mac:. -2 gun nests, enabli;. ¢ the company to continue on to its objective. after
sel,. ¢ Hill **, casualt.es werv heavy and imnedi:tely the position wus subject -d
to hewy concentrations of mortzr and machine gun fire and further horrasscd
by hand grenodes, rendering it untencble, On order. from thu comp.any commander
to withdraw to the originil objective for the purposs of reorgunizing their
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defense, Sergeant sckinney led-the platoon back, and then voluntarily returned
over the same fire-swept route Lo personally assist in evacuating all wounded
members of his platocn. His excellent example or outstanding leadership, iear—
lessness and devotion to duty, inspired all members of his comaand. dis gallant
acticn reflects great credit upon himself and the araed forces of the United
3tates. Lntered the Service from Snyder, Texas.

RAY J. SCOTT, 19104094, Staff Sergeant (then Private First Class); Company L,
141st Infantry Regiment, Tor gallantry in action on 17 December 1943 in the vici-
nicy of 8¢, Italy. Company L was attached to the 2d Sattalion with the mission
of supporting the attack on ##, Private First Class Scott had advanced to within
four hundred yards of the town when all units were pinned down by intense eneny
machine gun and mortar fire. The 2d Sattalion commander called for smoke to screen
the attacx but 2ll communications nad aither been destroyed or disrupted. &al-
though he was not a radio technician Private First Class Scott worked on a radio
for over an hour until it was put in working order and transmitted tne message
to artillery units to bring down smoke shells to screen vhe battalion. The
radio then went deaa and he volunteersd to take a message to tne regimental com—
mand post, He crawled over open terrain under encay sniper and macnine gun iire
to deliver the message and then ritarned over ine sane ground with a wessage irom
the regimental commander. Private Pirst Claess Scott's courage in delivering vi-
tal messages while being subjected to heavy ehemy fire was an inspiretion to all
those arouna him. His gallant action refliects great credit upon himself and thne
Armed Forces of the United Statves, Eniered the Service from Seuttle, Washington,

WARIEN O. AIEXANDER, 38050626, Staff Sergeant, Company C, lylst Infantry
Regiment, for gsllantry in action on 11 February 1944 in tue vicinity of kb,
Ttaly. Sergeant 47 exander's company's position was seriously threatened by an
enemy counterattaci. In the face of intensc concentrations of artillery and small
arms fire, he constantly exposed himself to correcting and directing his mortar
squad's fire against enumy weapons and personncl. after definitely destroying
one enemy machine gun and silencing ancther, he continued to expose himself with
utter disregard for his own safety in directing his mortar's I'ire on new tuargots.
Ir so doing, he was woundesd by an enemy sniper of whose presence he nad been 2
constantly aware. Sergeant alexander's courageous action anu skillful direstion
of his mortar squad materially contributed to crus .ing the enemy counterittack.
Ais gallant action reflects grent credit upon nimself and the Armed Forces of
the United States. hntered the Service from Houston, Texas,

AMTHUR H. HENRY, 38051347, Technician GOrade 5, Headquarters Company, lilst
Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 20-21 Januury 1944, in the vicinity
of s##¢, Italy. Technician Grade 5 Hepry was a linenun of a wire party whose
mission wis to install and maintzin wire communicutions betws n the regiwental
forward switchboard and the command posts of the assault battalions which were
attempting to cross the #%% piver. The approach area was under terrific eneay
artillery, nevelwerfer, mortar nnd small sms fire, further protécted by mine
fi=1ds, booby trups, and bzroed wire. Technicinm Groade 5 Henry and his purty
on the night of the ussault laid heavy wire by hand twelve hundred y.rds to the
crossing sites, going in with the asssult companies and having comuunications
gestablished when thne batt lion comm:nd post .rrived ut the river, %ithin tne
for~ty—eight hour durition of the crossing nssault the continued mwintenance of
comnunications required this party to use morc than six miles of wire waicn toey
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laid over exposed terrain in concentrations of enemy fire that drove other per-
sonnel to cover. To avoid this constant destruction within the neaviest impact
area of the enemy fires, this party alterea the wire route te run tarough un-
marked mine fields where other personnel haa been and vere beiing killed by mines.
The utter disregard for his personal safety and veep devotion to duby displayed
by Technician Grade 5 Henry were waterially respensible for the maintenance 'of
communication during the critical assault. His gallant action reflects great
credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United States. Lntered tie Ser—
vice from Port Neches, Texas,

! JAMES L. CHILDIRS, 35729956, Frivzte First Class, Company C, lulst Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action cn 19 January 1944 in the v1c$nity of e, Lvady,
Frivate First Class Chiluers was assigned the detail of laying a wire line frmn
Company C to a ritle platocn crossmng the #6¢ river. In laying the wirc he s.ord-—
ed contiruously under terrific enemy artillery, ncbelverrer, mortar and smdll

arms fire and over ground further protcctud by mine fislds, booby traps and barbed
wire, Cover was negligible in the last 700 yards of the river. gpproach, which
further complicated tne difficulties encountered, but with utter disrcgard for

his personal saefety, he cdntinued with His mission and established communication
between Company C and the rifle platoon on the ¥est side of ths river. Several
‘times communication was disrupted vy mortsr shells falling on the wire line and
Frivate First (lass Childers pxposeu nimself to heavy <neny fire to repair the
line, His devotion to duty and oubstanding ccurage und:ir encny firc inspired .
all who witnessed his deeds. His gallant actions refluct great credit upon him=
self and the Armed Forces of the United Status. Entered the Service I'roa Fulton,
Kentucky, o
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