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SECTION I — POSTHUOUS /WARD OF SILVER STan

Under the provisins of ~rmy Regulaticas 600-45, ecach of the following named

individuals is posthumously awzrded a Silver Star for gallantry in action. ¢y
o % rid OLC. A 5. S feyrr0 3ED, 19D :

¥ |EERICRD F. REED, 01178301, Second Lisutenant, 132d Field .rtillery Battalion,
for goitamtyy—inaétion an 2 February 1944 in Italy. Lieutenant heed was leading
his forward observer detzil in an advance toward enemy positions when he and his
party were suddenly subjected to grazing ma’~ine gun fire ond heavy artillery
shelling. One of the men was wcunded in the leg; and, although &1l the personnel
in the area was pinned to the ground, Lieutawant Reced selflessly exposed himself
to the hostile fire in an attemdpt to aid the injured 'men, Hoving calmly and
rapidly, he advanced to the position wherc the scldier lay and stirted carrying
pim towerd a place of safety. While so engaged he was mort2lly viounued by the
enemy fire. Next of kin: lir. Thomas F. Reed (Brother), 116~23 219th Street,
albany, New York. . ‘

VILLIAM E. PRUITT, 20806433, First Sergeant (then Staff Sergeunt); Compsny L,
1,24 Infuntry Regiment, for gallant-y in acticn fram 9 to 14 September 1943 in
Italy. Landing early on D Day, Sergsant Pruitt took commend of his platoon when
the leader and several menbers were captured, Restoring order among his disorgan-
ized men, he led them through the next two hectic days of grim fighting to hold
the beachhead. Later, after a new lieutenant had token comuand and the eclatoon
aod been detailed to patrol and protect the battalion's rignt flonk, Sergeant’
Pruitt volunteervd to lsad three men and recannoiter ths snemy's dispositime to
the right of the platoon. Leaving his coverzd position he moved five hundred
yards over rugged exposed terrain under constant artillery and sniper fire. He
canpleted his mission 2and brought the patrol back intact over the sune periltus
route. On 14 September 1943, Coispany L wavered before = desperate enemy attack
against its defensive pcsiticns, The coupany had no cammunicctions with friendly
artillery. Voluntarily Serzeant Pruitt exposcd himself and ren through heavy
artillery and direct tank fire to obtzin counterbattery fire agzainst the cnemy.
3ergeant Pruitt died of wounds received since this engagement. Next of king
¥rs. Joe Pruitt (iothar), Community Public Service, .Breckenridse, Texas.

~ WESLEY E. BENDER,” 32276440, Technical Sergeant, Compny a, 143d Infantry
Regiment. Next of kin: imrs. Emily Bender (iother), 826 hcCertly Street,Estm, Pa,
HOvnAD H KLISER, 32237218, Serpeant, Company &, 143d Infontry Regiment.
Next of kin: Mrs, Cutherine Keiser (lother) 91 Comelia Strcet, Brooklym, N. Y.
HENRY *R, »LLEN, 31171709, Sergeant, Company 4, l43d Infentrv kegiment. Next
of kin: ¥rs, Myrtle allen (liother), Box 78, Broadway Ext,, Mystic, Connecticut.
ANTHONY J. ZINMICK, 33266034, Private First Class, Cumpany L, 143d Infuntry
Regiment. Next of kint Mrs. alcxandria Drebecki ( ¥other), 2907 iuiberry Street,
Fittsburgh, '‘Fennsylvania.
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VARREN J, YEST, 34721488, Private First Class, Cowpany A, 1i3d Infantry Regi-
ment. Next of kin: Mrs. Margoret L. West (Mother), Route 9, Old Sevierville Pork,
Knoxville, Tennessee. , ‘

CAlzPEELL N. CHAPMAN, 34517180, Private First Class, Comgeny 4, l43d Infontry
Regiment, Next of kin: urs. littie Chajman (Mother), Route 2, Henea Path, §. C.

LEE a. COLEWN, 36625021, Private First Class, Company ., 143d Iaf:intry Regi-
mert. Next of king Mrs Berthe Coleman (Mother), Missouri Valley, Iowz.

JCGHH J. ALBANESE, 32901061, Private, Compeny a, 143d Infontry Regiment. Next
of kin: kr, David Albanese {Father), 82 Mott Street, New York, New York.

FaYuOND COON, JR., 31344418, Private, Company F, 143d Infantry Regiment. Next
of kin: kirs. Esther Cco.. (kother), ¥Ward avenue, Noank, Connecticut.

FOBERT L. AYLOR, 35689990, Private, Campiny a, 143d Infontyy Remiment. Next
of kint Mrs. Hariett a. aylor (lfother), 209 Elm Street, Lewrcnceburg, Indiana.

SAMUEL R. BOUHER, 35572333, Private, Company 4, 143d Infantry Regiment. Next
of kins Lirs. Nellie Bouher (iother), Route 4, Blocrinzton, Indiana.

NORMAN D. CONN, 36733329, Private, Campany A, 143d Infantry Hegimeat. Next of
kin: Lrs, Christine Conn (kiother), 352 South Washington avenue, Kankakee,Illinois.

CLAUDE H. PIERCE, 36463084, Frivate, Company 4, 143d Infentry Regiment. Next -
of kin: lirs. uyrtle Pierce (uother), 195 Rex, Comstok, iichigin.

For gallantry in action on 21-22 January 1944 in Italy. The 143d Infe tuy
Regiment was ordered to 2ttack enemy entrenched beyond & strotegic rivere. hey
attacked agzinst artillery, nebeliwerfer, mortar and smsll arms fire over ground
protected by mine fields, booby traps and barbed wire. Cover wns negligible in
the last seven hundred yards of the river approaches. :#2ay bosks were destroyed
before being launched, @nd others were destroyed in the water by short range
fire. Some occupants of the boats lost in the river were hit, and all were thrown
into deep water. In.the face of all obstacles, thie above named soldiers attacked
with indomitable fortitude, crcssed the river and penetroted deep into enemy tur-
ritory. Hepeated savage counterattacks by the enemy, however, succeeded in over-
running their positions. 1In furious fighting over 3 two-dey period, which cost
the enemy enoprnous cazsualties in killed and wounded, these brave soldicrs lost
their lives. Their tenacity of purpose and devotia. to duty against vastly super-
icr enemy forces has created an enduring example of fighting courage.

TULLIS PICKERING, 38035847, Staff Sergeant, antitank Company, 1i4lst Infuntry
Regiment, for gallantry in.action on’ 11 June 1944 in Italy. Sergeant Pickering
was leading his antitank squad along a highway when he and his companians became
the target far heavy enemy smell arins and mortar fire. He irmediately dispsrsed
his men so that they would be less liable to injury. Then, eware of the hazards
involved in an attempt to move his gun, he selflessly ordered his squid to remain
in its place of safety while he alone started to move the truck &énd weapon to a
positien fram which he could recover the highway. While so ongi:ged he was sub-
jected to direct fire from enemy guns and was mortally woundede Next of kinsg Mrs.
Sara Fickering (kother), Dallas, Texas. IR

C~RROL *., NEEFER, 20805237, Staff Sergecnt, Company i, l4ist Infontry hegi-
ment, for gallantry in action on 11 June 1944 in Italy. Sergeant Neeper, léader
of the scout sguad of Company &, was advancing in the epproach rerch when he
spotted "n enemy half-track, He immediaztely halted his ssund end, with admirable
regard for the safety of his men, dirccted them to & covered position. He then
crawled forwerd alone, exposing himself to heavy machine gunning, to a position
fran which he could dircet fire on the vehicle. He was wounded by cccurate bursts
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of machine gun fire, but he continued determinedly forwar¥to engzge the half-
treck, He flred rifle grenades at the vehiclz, delaying its advance; but,
shortly after, he died of wounds received in the engagement, Next of kin: wr.
Jemes Y. Necper (Father), Route A, Swectwater, Texas.

CURTIS L. CLEVENGER, 15114612, Private First Class, Canncn Company, 143d
Infantry Regiment, for gzllantry in action an 10 Harch 1944 in Itsly. Private
First {liss Clevenger, a truck driver, was assigned the task of de):;veri*v
vitally needsd ammnition to a strategic beachhead. The trip wag msde on a
landing craft which was subjected to aerial strafing and oomblqg,. Upad re"ching
the point of debarkaiion he drove his truck over unfumiliar ronds constantly
blasted by enemy artillery rfire toward the forwerd dump. Whed he regch,éd his
destination, he could find no one tc unlcad the ammunition, but, awaré «of the
urgency of his mission, he determined to unlcad the truck himsclf. $pen the en-
emy dirczcted a heavy concentration of artillery fire on the dump, %ic disdained
seeking cover and continued with his work. While shells crashed rieurby, he
continued unloading the ammunition until he was fatally wounded by @ hurtling
shell fragment. Next of kin: Mrs. Josie Clevenger (Mather), Devy, West Virginia,

HOWARD E. BLILS, 33682428, Frivate First Class, Ccapany I, 1l4lst Infantry
Regiment, for gallontry in actior 1 1 June 194 in Italy, While the 3d Flatoon
vas moving into position to protect the lefu tlank of the company, the encmy sol-
diers, in a desperate attempt to gscape the trap which threatcned their annihila-
tion, launched a savage counterattack. The sudden attack confused the platocn
members, and the enemy swiftly advanced within hand grenade range of their posi-
tions. Heedless of the dezdly, incessant automatic weapons fire which raked the
orea, Private Fipst Class Bilis, cognizant of the desperats sitjustion, sorung
from his place of cover and moved directly into the face of the hostile f{ire, His
comrades, inspired by his courageous action, irmediately left their positions and
noved against the fcg, halting the counterattack and forcing the enemy to fall
back in canfusion. Private First Class Bills was killed in action in a later
engagement. Next of kin: Mr. haymond T. Bills (Father), Box #2444, Clarion, Pa. -

SECTION II — AWARD OF SILVER STAR

Under the provisicns of Army Regulatians 600-45, the follmmg named
individuals are each awarded a 51lver Star for gallantry in acticn.

HENRY SIMMONS, 20809307, Corporal (then Private First Class), Company K,
143a Infantry kegiment, for gallsmtrf in ection on 13 and 14 September 1943 in
It2iy. In the face of iacessant srall amms and mortar fire Frivete First Class
Simmons, gunner in a light mechine gun squad, on his own initiative placed his
gun in an exposed position ‘on the second story balcony of a house. The location
offered an excellent field of fire; and he, with two companicus, directed apid,
accurzte oursts of machine gun fire on the enemy force, successfully repgeliing
che attack. Hs continued firing at intervals throughout the nignt, and on the
following mcming, when the enemy zgain launched a deteradned attack, he maintain-
ed his position inder the heavy hosttle firs until he was Pamfull; wounded and
forced to desist. Entered the Service from Clifton, Texas.

VILLIAK C. BRASHEARS, JR., 20848347, Private, antitenk Company, l423d Int‘“ntry )
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 23 June 1944 in Italy, Private Brishears
volunteered to jcin a bazcok: team in an attempt to dc.stro,, enemy tanks which
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were delaying the advance of the friendly troops. He moved over 300 yards of
open terrain in a fianking movement against one of the tanks, The bazooka failed
to operate, and the tank opened fire with an 88mm cannon. When he and his com~
panions attempted to reach & covered position, they werc subjccted to accurate
maichine gun fire, and he was wounded in both legs. He fell to the ground, ex-
posed te the hostile fire, but he urged his comrades to leave him ond eseape from
the untenablc position. However, one of the team members remsined with him while
tne other went for help. & mortar squad laid a smoke screen on the area, and a
litter party evacusted him under cover of the smoke. Entered the Service fram
t.aco, Texas.

ED:nRD J. SLAVINSKY, 16151182, Private First Class, Company D, l4lst Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in actiocn an 11 June 1944 in Italy., The 1lst Platoon of
Company D was instructed to support Company A in an atbtack on well fortified enemy
positions at a strztegic crossrcad., In anticipetion of a fire fight, Private
First Class Slavinsky, gunner in a heavy machine gun squad, wes ordered to dig in
his weapon under cover of darkness in order to deliver fire on the bOStllz. posi-
ticns when the assculd was launched. Shortly after daybrezk Conpany A was pirmed
down by heavy, accurate enery fire, and Private First Class Slavinsky's weapon
was the only one returning the hostile fire. 4llhough he became the tarzet for
heavy artillery and mortar shelling and machine gun fire, he continued operiting
his weapen, successfully delaying the enemy force. Even when he was sericusly
womded he refused medical aid and steadfastly maintain < his position. ne of
tre last to withdraw, he would not cease firing until he s dragred from his
pattered pun and taken Lo a hospital. Entered the Service “ram Toronto, Ganada,

By command of Major General DAHLQUIST:

STEVART T. VINCENT
Colonel, General Staff Corps
OFFICIAL: . Chief of Staff

-
//
L
7. K4

P AV Y o

Sy g e
;/}a .—e/. ~-/ ,I/v‘dt/,y.,, L
VINCENT K. LOC‘(thT
Captain, ~djutant General's Department
hssistant odjutant General

DISTRIBUTICN A" PLUS
3 ~ The ~djutant Gencral
1 - NATOUSA
1 - pub Scc, G-1, (S0S) HATOUSA
1 - AG Awards, Seventh ~rmy
1 - Each individual concerned






