afTal  oACTION wECCRT

753}44 Tl BLTTALICKH

e

ETTACK CN SAK TIETRC  a2-ic -

TrII: DCCNLAL T IS THw PRCPURTY OF, AMND SIOULD B. RETURNED TO,
TUE CLASSIFIED DCCULENT SECTICH, INTSLLIGNCE LIVISICON S-2,

BUILLING T-5,(T-1782).




EADUARTERS
753RD TANK BATTALION (i)

APO 700, llew Yori, DeXey
30 August 19)3.

SUBJECTs Unerations of 753rd. Tank Battelion (&), in sicilian Campaign,
0 ¢ Che adjutent General, Washington, D.C. (thru chammels).

P

1L

~id31 TEely, 1/100,000, G8Gs Ho. 106},

=+ ihis battalion loaded on Lspig at La Goullette for amhibions oporation
agaianst uicily, Results of battalion operations in diary form as rollowS:

10 July 19143

Qompary "CY unloaded on "Blue beach, 3 miles southwest of Se Crote Gunerina,
at 1600, ani went into an assembly position 200 yards north of the besch.

1 July 19)3

Company A" wunlozded on seme.beach at 0030, Co.: Ay VBY and the Baticlicn
CGommend Group were unloaded by 1230, and assembled 200 yaris north of the teccl,
¥eamlle, orders wore received to attech one Sonbany to the 3rd. mm., 18740, Inf.
Regt. Cemmany C vwas de tedled, ang departed at 6500, vision orderod the Lattolion
to take up on agsembly -osition at Comiso, The battalion, less Covaty S, :oved
out at 1510, vhile en route, orders were reccived at 1805 to send one comsir Lo
@ position ¢ wiles west of Vittoria, to assist tho 82nd, Airborne Division. Comany
"B" was detailed. gt 1630, orders arpived by mounted messenger to send all nvail-
able tanks to the sectop west of Vittorka, The battalion, less Camoanies " apd
"CH, moved Lmediately to the area, taking up a position 6 mles west of vitiorin
at 1800C. Upon arrival, verbal orders were lssued for the battalion to Ares Laek into
o posaibly sositdon 1F miles west of Vittoria, Mis wus accomplighed ot 20C0, Co.
“B"y wpon completion of its zission, rejoined the battalion in the ne; grog ot 2hoo.

12 1943

Compary ngn, having bean released from 3xd, Bn, 157th. Inf,, rejoimc: 4o
organization at 0700, st 1645, Company "BY wag attached to the 180th. o, 0 .

in the attcck on Biscard,
13 July 2913

Orders received at 1200 to move the battalion to an area § miles norticost of
Vittoria: At 1460, Comsorny AT wag attaehed to the 179th. Inf,. and departed at
1500, The battalicn, less Commanies "AM and "3, moved out at 615, arrivin-~ in the
new arca at 1530,

1 July 1903
Disrosition of Comsanies 4% and ugw wmchanzed, £t1030, one platonn ol o, won
was dispatei ¢ to assict Comany .4, a4 139, the battelicn wme ol G e

Iorwarc o iehldsh o op st GROT33E. i e “ceomplished at 160,



http:re,:joi.lw
http:l'\-Q.i1
http:ttc::.ch

15 . il 19!.& )

Soenlidos 4G and 4 are in posltions of readiness azsing: Wy oo

o bacis in o reguectdve regimeimtal wroas to vhich they are suslgnod, X &Lty
iR T

spending ‘.o dgy on muini=inoee of all veldclos,

16 July 1943

Cargcailos U and M powrted to batiolion control. At (930, tho L. L im
vns ordercd 1o move 3 miles  ost of Biscari. lioving out at 1030, the noo ow us
reached gt 1200 Upon axrival, Com.anm "¢ was detalled to asaist Lho 1. ... Bibe
A% 1730, Cwioany At coparted to Join the 7Oth. Tani Battullen, lst. 1o, Snioion,
as orders. *; Hvialon,

17 July 1943

4% LG, the battalion, loss corpenies Y and "GN, was wderod Inho o
assemily c:ve w0 rd s oust of lesi. rowing out ob 2.3.{5, the upres e s

at 17000

10 July 1943

: At 13, che bnttalion, less Corpanies 4% am 1oty wowed Into 4 anilion
2 ndle wost F Giltunonselta. Company "Gt wes pelessed fron Lo Lo, dn, ol
imoaddatel; attashel 0 the 100th, TAL

of L 4 v

19 July 19'152
Pogitiime of 4’ wou Y Cam andes wchanzeds Co. A% o spenii. Lo
on mainten..:co of veidicles. Butbalion G still et Caltenezaetta.
20 Juir 1943
ceeid of Y50 nmt "CH opmmanles mechangxd. O at Cidtancss tho. | 5 100,

L
cowns orderad Cnto an ascedly erea at 0935943, Hoving out ob LY
the new ¢ o w5 cemchad Lt PL30,

;ﬁspus:_j.j;g’:p of Qormaniog B ga e otill unehangel, Cameny o Lo witochoed
W the 17940, mnf. ot Ly anh moved out at 1640 to Join Wat oromyi.olooo,

22 July 1503

At 0630, the betteiion, loso Conpanles g%, “Du, and Cu, eobtabli.
. Caz any “C% wen relisved fron ihe Li7ths Inf,, and Joined biw .

immediataly.
23 July 193
v ‘r'W, a‘tt{}dlﬂd 16 the 1')7 MI

Y, - . A . vt
11258 . At P , e degh., recched the ccast ay Uil
B8112y5. G vty ‘BY rovarte! to battalien caatrol st Y0, and reach:d ,
f&t lQ)C‘q adi mtt,:&.:.wn, 19ss Comvinien BAl ooyl ®Ce, oved out at 30 o oo
idshed @ v 22 at Caliovuturo. T

o
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- "AS NGty moved out at 1100, resciiig &
us.‘ha of Cefalu 16&% 3 poverted te Latihullen
mumnmmum.mom. Inf, In the oihaldon
%CH was deployed clong ile ceast. Copis el

July 15
;mot Compimnies 3% and "CH unchanged. CP wohaiged.

mm“u}owm&.wmc Inf, 'Bmmm'ﬁd% Ligs caaid

ty of
27 July 1943
Wo’f “B¢ el #0" Canwnles wachanged. Alse CF.
n 26_guly 153
- B ol 3&'}? 3 in sude ositions. Companyy “B" engaged in wdi. o
mm in the "B
o 29 duly 1943
myﬁdm "¢ wachanged. Caccary "C" movoed Into DBabtltulion oo
. 30 July 1943
()m %?M she btettalion at 1800, The duy wus spent 2 . oinoics,

(rdors are resedved at 1500 o wove tho Lottalion to an are: i 120NN
qum-ammmh aove out early the ne:«t mormings

1 duguet. 1513

“he bttalion come wnder direct control of II Oorps at 0000, Moviwg oo ab
0615, mwwatmmom reaghad at 103C. Campany "A“um:adm‘m iallom

, cmml, &l moved to an area at $333201.

a August 1913

Ine lualion dopurbod at 06LS5, with orders fram I Cowpe to ocowy i wea
at ©3332(1. "he destimetion wes reushed at 1150, and plans were made to e’ eome
time 12 thil ayom. lvavy mintmm@ was 10 ba atressad.
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2. Angost 1913
'"he bittallion is together, for the resr echelon, which 48 m twn
cutslcirts of Iperiingas Naintarmcs Lt betne sorcind oL plonned.

b tugusp a0l

ladntanonos and other routine sctivitiss carried on.
Sedugust 1943
s ST L L B e i
I Seaugust 2903
" Idsposition of 3rd. zlatoon, Company A", wnchanged.
- | LeAvgust 1913
Rowbtng day, Dispoattion of 3rd. plateon, Cos 'A%, umchanged.
) August 1&,

| aded Ofwpory i, participated 1n amphiblous eperation n canimetion
with od i Eighm, Qaary i, ant e SaRg

wknovn at presant.,
9 sugust 1943
fron atbachment to 3. TAviaion.
19 Avgust 193

Dispoultion of wp» Com; mnechanged. Third nlat gy Ha a5
“% . LomeTy an piatoon, Coampuuy 4%, in usssembly

_.._;.,,:u%: :mmw departed at 0600 to join the 3rd. Division. Thipd platean, 3o,

i1 Avugast 1_{1_;2
010 plartoam from Compeny "B* partioipated in an sphiblous operation iring
the niaht of Angust 1o-dl. Campany “C” was attaghod to the 15713\?{,:;{'- at Mggt
Ineresy, bat steyod in the bivouac ares svalting Mucther erders,

12 Auguet 2913

Liadeon officer from 3rd. Ddvisien roported that Compe:y 73" loet ma ﬁ“ﬁa,

| MM=Wwawam.

13 sngust 1903
Ocapouy “CY Commandant ve orts from 157th. Inf. that me further awhilious
operation 15 plasned, bub cme platoon is t6 stand by wtdl the Lith,

Al August 1943

it 1535, e olaton fraw Company "% Yeft to jotn the 157. nf, fosh. o an
amphibisus coreration.

wlpw




 {n req 197. Inf., another pmomemxw ng dtparted ct oéeo
b0 wﬁatﬂh ﬂ hu operation.
SRR 16 Auguat 1913 ‘
lm m«, instructions, etc., carried en throughmzt the dw.
< , 17 August 1943
Rmrtdu &ad.'s Mn!nod by all persormel. Campaign ended at 093&

24 mw
(a) Weathers Durirg the emntire campaign the ueatm:- vas Qlear and warm,

(b) ferreini n the initial landing at Camerina the battalion encowmntered

7 wamsrous sand dunes for about the first mile. The first few days of the
ompaigh the greas around Riscari and Camiso Alrfields vcre suitable for
tgmk epswations. After that the terrain was very nmmtdrous, confining
thotmhbtbroadsmstof’chotim

o (6) mw eneny casualties (inziuding priscners): Estimated 250 killed,
100 captured. '

(d) Estinated loss of eneuy materiels 28 tanks, 80 wheclod vuﬂ.alea.

(e) owr losses in men end materielidue to epemy actioni
1) Men ld.'lltdtg one officer and 5 enlisted men.

20@‘&3‘0‘#

1L
: g Tanks (mny destroyed)s 6
Other nhidlmu 1 half-track destroyed by mine.

(2) Losses in men and materiel due to a.eo:mmtn
1 DNieds 3
 Wounded: 8
Vehicless None

{¢) Tactical employment of the Battalions  During the entire campaign
this battalicn was never employed as a wilt. Bach tank company was
reinforced with an assault gun section, mertar section, medical de-
techment composed of one J~ton, one half-track with a mediul Otﬁmr
and seven aid men, and a section of Battalien Meintenanoe .
first five days the reinforced tank ecmpaniss were attached to
‘asssult infantry battalions. When the infemtry ran into strang oD~
sition, such as machins gun empladements ey aymored vehicles, the tank
company was en hand to neutralire this resistance. This woried eus
extramely well dus to the suitability of the terrain for tank actien. .
Hovwever, the remainder of the campaign wasim mountainous country amd
the tanks wero employed as a reserve for the assault infintry battalion,

bdaguedminlyu mﬁwypd.llbma, suppert art: uat'y, or as a

-5~
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‘reaorve in case of an armared attack. The steep moumtain slopoc made it
practically impossihle for tarda to ‘get off of the road,

Haintenances Tank motors had a tendency to heat wp while crossing the
sand dunes during the beach landing. The treacherous mountain roads over
which the tanks had to travel necsssitated going in first and secand gear
most of the tines Tils caused the motors to overheat. Also, viile descend-
ing these mountains, tl'nnmlofthemvbwsmxﬂ.dbomtiral,/ 0o high. The
cmabination of these conditions shortened thie life of the motors consider-
ably, ard necessitated putting in a number of now motors at the amd
of the campaign. Stesl tracks were found to be more suitsble than rubber
tracks during this campaign. The steel lamted muci lonrer, and afforded
much more traction when goilng cross cowntry, especia.u.y over very steep
terrain.

JOSEPH G. FELEBD:Z,
Lte. 00101'181, 7531‘(1 by : Bn, (M),
Gma.rrhnq

G
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DIARY
W "A'. Tsmo Tank fn. (E)

26 June 1943

. ived port of Arsew 1510 and loadod on LST 7 at 2200
27 Jume 1
. xard LST 7 Pert of Avsev,

26 June 1543
1x% Port of Arsew, sailed for Tunis areas

Q&ml?_!g
€1 board 1ST 7 en reuite %o Tunis,
o 30 June 15
(i1 board 13T 7 en route to Tunis.
1 July 1943

Ldved at Lo Qoulstte. rart of iy., 2nd. and 3rd. ilatomns di ohuribed and
procesied t0 Emmtuoky Area.

ANnes: e 1l

210 July 1943
21oprd LST 7 @0 route to inwasion of iefly.
il July 19&2
‘2loaded on "Idua“ beach at (03C. darched to Comiso via trall i wuch
asti@ly area 200 yards gouthwost of Cauiso,
12 July 1903
s T B T, TR o e 25,3 E e @
13 July 1903
inrd to supnert 175th. Infantry moving w from Comiso Afwport o sndtagirone.

Aselsio ! infontry adveanse with 1ittle action untdl 2200. Withdrew on: mils behind
front “'ne of 3rd. Battalion for ndght.

1 July 1943

sorad wp ab 0600 to dntercept eney tsnks attacking 3rd, Babtaiicis Inockod
out ouo Nark VI and four Mark IVs vhile assisting the infantyy. wvae it enemy
infaniy: - and machine guns, clearing front of 3rd, Bn. 7e used Mve t i, Spent
entdre gy at fromt line, and ressived mavy artillery fire, The ¢ oy suifored
no cci. ltles, bul lost one tank. Wthdrew % nile for niht.

A
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15 auty 190

{owed up behind 3wrd. Bn., 179th, Inf., about 23 niles south of Wipivmy 12l

ANy e 1 comttd.

southe st of Caltagivene,

36 July 193

Raileved Lrom attachment to 179th. Inf,, and marohed baek to position 3 K
weet ol Biscari, wmmmlmwjommm.mmmmnat
Bazzaring, reaching there at 2400,

17 July 1943

nmdrm:m.m.onemﬁmmammwmmmmn
tamk Dattalion (L)« koved out on epproash mareh to objactive east of iutrapersia.
Hild 1.1 reserve dsy.

18 19

Amum.mm joiningtlut‘lm lMoved across river bshind
mg‘lﬂl-hh. fron nine explosions Epocked out ame Uark VI, aAttaohed
. m.‘amdmdmwrmtmmhmm.ﬁm‘me
Y regisents, two artil batialions. Caweed eneyy to vitixiraw, Met
MLy £ire and were forced withdrew. Held position on £lank. 3rds Flat.
% 35 Infe, gd received heavy artillery fire all day. No caninliles.

, 19 July 19&2
a hmmwmmmm.mphmmmmmmmm
20 July l?ig

L ¥

e and reinforce the light tank battalion. Scoumbered no
b &6 Tona .:;r inganigy b;;ma m mﬂz;ﬁmt to jﬁoin ﬁh&%&tb

; pane bridge wen to blvouse TOth, Tank M .

Third kﬂxﬁmm m M

. AR 21O
» ““wﬁfﬂnrwm halt:d at Aldnmena oub to streng

srtilley fire at point blank roence. We were
b abandoned his eqnirzwrt. The
! orwnrd, taling

wp positicn for the nig &
z:._rggw '

Gatinoad ek € M&,buthWWm}.w £ire, Company
d?lqy(dcd doverd withdrawa) of 1ight tanis, Two Med tanks wore locl. One
ommmmmmmmrmmwm»c ii1led
in gctiony Ramatned depleyed and engaged enemy umtdl eut of mnmnition, T tanks
covarcd romd, émd the othevs reloaded, taking wp thedr vesitions imadistoly.
mngm wﬂthn!natmka MMatm.Atmrmimimru- 1 twg tanks

a platoon of light tanks fo enter ietralia. % lo-t one mediwn Lank, und the
othe~ v.s stopped. Pive enlisted men missing in action. Enery force. o wiblxdraw.

g
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Amer T, 1 conttd.

it:ached to 18th. Inf. and mowved wp to Petralla., No action. Bivouac:d eeubh
2l July 1943

#mrained in bivouae ere and ¢id shintemance work on tanis, Attachie to TOth.
Tanic D't lion (L)e

25 July l_;&
Axained 48 Vivewse are and performsd maintenance of all wehiclos.
. , | » oL
Eoved wp to Gemgl W supvort lst. iviston. No action,
S 27 _guly 1943
ot S T, Bk et it ey g e n
tiring, Athivew st 2300 and retwrned o bivouss ares 2 K east of angl.
28 July 1943
remained in bivouas area. Ho action.
29 1543
towd to now area 300 yards morthrest of Sperlinga.
20 sy 1543
Aas.ined in bivouae area at Sperlingal iaintenenne strousaed.
0 Juy 943
fenz ined in bivouse ares at Jperlinga. Maintenance stres:ed,
1 Auv 1

ommdmmsmummu:mm Strafed by edeny plancs an
noveriont Torward. Nomualuea-

2 August 19%
Aemtined in sosition 5 uiles scuth of liistrette.
3 August 393
Soppang relieved from assigmwent to 3xd. Divisiens k&bﬁuﬁ batlalion.

dmintcnence strosged. Jvsition maod

-3
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Amnex Hos 1 oent'm_

Third platoon left it 200 t0 join 20d. Bu., 30th. Inf., 3rd. Division,

6 August 1943 | |
D:spositien unchangsd. - o
T 1 August 1943

lintenance carr:tcd en as plannsd,
| © e 8 gt 1913
N 9 August 1913
: At. M 'ﬂn !hird Matoen landed on an amphibdous - operation bchind the enemy

in direction of 3t. Agata to loeate objective,; The platoon
eplum on the coastal road and dispersed the enemy. Taking

| 'wtrimmmm, they held it for 48 hours. Operation was a success,
“ud MRy rear wes dimnpted. An enamy countersttack was broken wp. One
m*mkﬂmthmmtim,moﬂiwmzmudmnmmm-
- .30 August 1943
Mmiﬁmw
.am_w
WWW‘IMMWBN. Division at St. ta, and
mhmm.mmammecmapm.» . A@ ’

AR August 1943

Mlﬂatﬁnjomd% cmpany!nﬂiebivmmasm.lessouﬂxor

: Histreth

13-18 Auggat 193

Company resained in biveuac area south of Mistretia for maintenance and on
oall for fmrhhor action. :
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N 753nd Tank Battalion (¥)

| B R TSN
Attempted landings five mileazwﬂhummma bututer tou rough,
Pull x! out Srem shere and enchored. ’
', 11.1_33{1&;
- lLanded at 2000, awl serviced m‘\lﬂtsmt ufmcw
- m%'atmnrgn mz;ooammtmn mm
e 3500, et et rvort the ma “&t
g~m __M,Mﬂmmmm%,mwn&-
mm&rm oy and nartar fire at 2130, After
ares, tip ol and strafed, left assembly ares at asm,mm
bivorag ares at » Morale excellent.
R 12 July Igl3 |
Mveuse ared norfheast of Vittoria. memﬁ ,
the aitack starting at 2000y Roseive: anmm
ctta:,mmmmbﬁmenmtt mublymahl.

mmwmmmmmmammaum
ntuww?dﬂwmtxw. mww7mmwmuc‘m.
ML)MDM-

, ieft bivouss area at 0600, wmm@;mummm«wswrw
%o oicp comteretitack, Moved buck to bivumma at 2400, lnmle ecollant,

1l July 1943
aﬁbivmmaaﬁﬂ?wwiﬁxaumimtoa aortlaouu m snam
card Adeparts toon atchd to 2nd, gfh 180th, M?mw Flateon

w0 3rd. Bn, o Adrport taloen, Enexy coumnterattzehed at 1000,
driving the infon &_rym Pirst and second hmat&ahdm@rmgr
and c¥ive the enmmy back, stapw the atta

8
"4eld pleess) then book
at 1507 Abbaoked 2

ﬁ%&n?
5 4 P4
pmmdmmm mWato';oowuwunwm , in t
m Gn..uaim Hvouae area at 0500 and miared asgexdt pwi&»ml‘uv:’&
ac:gh .;f eiwi E into defensive position reotecting flanis of the infamtry,

Qomnunding the :
ganece o° mmit‘imnm oold{mmmmﬁ?mnwam

1
on Bi:
‘aeh&
&
130
VoK




Amxx lo. 2 eenttd,

Left defenstve position at 1300 and withdrew to Wiweuse ares four miles
south of Rlsoari. liorale excellent,
17 July 1943
tioved te tiveuss ares 3 niles west of Relia. torale exoellent.
" 18 1.

Yoved S0 biveuss ares one uile porth of Galtanessetta, Third platomn (Loft
in jizth Afwiee ned oomcany at 1400. Cpl, Sowdder died of inferics received
in iscddent, fu ' bivouac arems. Mo exagallent,

Renedned in bivowe area ons nile marth of Caltansesetta. koralo icellent.

G 20 July 20L3

Mﬁt'mwnzooo, moving inﬁomamanﬂeawrthm‘caltmm;

Laft Wiewwas area G340, cocuying position 3 miles north ef Vallolingas
o 0% bmm 1100, and 1oved ten miles further nerth of Voliclugas

. Bawyl |
g Taft bdvouns n-u Mming w to the omtekirts of Caltavuiixo,
ax, D36 et 1500, ooouying Bivowse area five iles west of Goiaiv. Morals
iemained in bivouac aresa five n!i.s vost of Cefalu. Maintenance gtros.ed.
26 guty 193 | -
et ?ﬁc}‘mumatum. taking up nositien on @oestal voad pix :dlas
TiTes toward Sem Steace. tater SrtiTlen fic o bt M0y T

“)e
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Amcx Ho. 2 oomttd,

23 July 1943
5”1 m g‘:’ lﬁnﬁm’ but drew artillery fire. “"ithdrew fo former
29 July 1903
. 30 July 19
Maintemanos end rest. loralo excellent.
31 July 1943

':Wm&nmemﬂes east of Csfalu, and returmed alon: coastal road

to Join Bn, 6F i bivouac two miles west of Cefalu. Morale excellonm.

1 August 1_9_)*2

. Jm bilvouss area at Gefalu at 0600. Bivouaced on outskirts of (araci at

2 August 1943

Left Geweed ab 0600, going in bivouac five miles sowth of Misirctia at 1700.

) 3-8 Augus’ 1543
‘lamadned {n' tdveuas ares, giving vehicles 100 hour ohooks, parforming all
nooess Iy malntenanos, ete. lorale excellent.,

9 _Avgust ].9&2

aitache) to Jwde Pdvision, Left bivoume m 5 miles south of Ko trebta,
moving uw te four miles north of Coronia,

10 August 1943

Lot bivouso grea L miles north of Coronias Sseomd Flatoon Hvow.ocd § miles
northeast of Coronda. Third Matcon continued on ths the front in surort 2&‘ the
M;pr 7th, Inf, Miret platocm boarded 10T for amhibim Opﬁmtibn behind the
enamy lines. First plﬂum atchd to 2nd. B':-, 32th. Inf.

'nmj%mm.w-hnmdautsewmlmm&vemnha,huta:uouz:tmﬂmmr.

temordkily dissbled. (me tank commander was kii] and fowr men v
third Flatoon atchd to 2ud. Bn., 7t . Inf. Rema in defensive p‘éﬁﬁgﬂﬂ‘w

wder heavy artilierp fire. 2nd. Flatoon remcined in reserves Mor:le ciicellent,
12 August 1943

aocond and third platoons left their positions and moved into Livouae ares
3/L miles westof Brolo, and were joined there by the lst. Plitocn. Yorale
axcel ent.

3
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Aanax Hoe 1 conttd,

13 duguet 2913
Sacond platean meved by LCT fram Brolo to Patti, leaving at 2 20. Pirst and
Thi:d 11otoons remained bohind, *

1L Augush 1943
Third PlLaboeum left ivouac erea at Brolo at 1200, and boardsd 1.7 for Pabbi
to join the dndy Platoon, Morale excellsat.

15 August 1943

Jeoend apd third platoons left Fattd en route to Messina,. Fircs oo
© platom resmined ia blocusc at Hrolo, "

16 August %2
third Ylatoon mgaged eneny at 1700 out seven and $au. il the
ey Lo abandem thiryyetwo wehiclos, ana desa 2 36m fiold :iocss. The
2ad, let. remeined in rese:ve. First platoen at Brolo. The ixluntxy marched

into [asstna withoub op osition after the tanks had engaged the enaxr.
17 Auzust 1943

toons in hivouas 15 miles west of Lessins. iLih platoon
ants

. acand gnd thivd
at Brclo. Yorels
18 August 1913

Socond end Third ‘latooms loaded on LOT at 1600 ard sailed for o Stefane
They Londed 10 midas east of San Stefano st 1800 and bivonsged thare. . - o enos

19 August 1943

E%!MWMtMWcarmatMAtmmmmw .
platooms east of San Stefano at 1300, 3xd
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. T83ede Tank Ba. (i),

- 30 July 193

Disembarioed fram LT 356 on beach 200 yards south of Pelmb Bracoette, .
‘8deily, at 1600, apd weltt iato assembly pesitiom 200 yards Wa .

1 July 19k3

| epetved verbel evders from 753rd, Tank BeWtalion (M) Otmmnding .ffiser, ,;
&% 0230, attaching the comany to Bx-d..Bnu 157the Inf. 'dn geznay oot

reported to CO, 3rd. Bu., and wes assigned mission of swperting infomay attack

on Coaidso and gcnilourpm Jaft assembly arem at 0500 and crosced 1ine of De-

. Laf
partwe (GR 76) in oempany advance guard formation at 0610+ The ccmpany
followed the infantry by boupds . o

4t 0930 the iaf

“" aianents antered Comiso and reported the prog-

Tnfarii- omy armored gars, We recewed crders to enter the tope Ll cesist thy ¢
infaniry in - eatared. Sans |

resistance.

. 05 and 18t no
At 1000, the 00, 157th. Jut., ordared the |

:
s
»

estroying the cars, The tanks mm a4

and hold same wntil grrival of. the infantry, The cenpbny % e tlate

in an advance guerd fermation toward the airpert YA SN0 aepany comyader in -

the lead, While aressing the hﬁggo nertiwest of to - tank 51 five
;tim}m (Italian Remanlts) g 4 renge of 200 g

Tank Battalion ( - engaged ill enexy action. T T :

. . b cbje ‘

remained the rally position wmtil 1,00, at
mer ordered that of G
town from armored counterattack,

 Bolieved fram attaehed te 157th. Inf. at 0130, and 1sf% fin- Yk
area 1500 yards west of Vittordd at 0610, arriving thers at 045, Sog
of the day in rest apd naintenance.

13 uly 1583

In battalion asauhﬁly a:rea. : 4 A ” .
Y, Jquly 19 Clw

In battalien assembly area.

15 July 1943

Moved with _httmm Yo new assambly aro: at HS11245. the Iat. plato wac at'WM';_.wf
M"&MMEW@@ out a 1)213%. S S N

o

-l - P
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ek foe 3 cont'd, : - o | ‘
16 July 1943 L
liovod with battalion to new assexbly area at H503335, arrivfilgtkre at 1730.

17 1

First platoon reported back to com any at 1300. The comuany was ai wached o
lst, Infs Ddv. at 30 per VOCO and left to join that unit at 1500. vlvision CP
located st Mazserino, ¢ compander reperted to lst, Division zt 1730 and
found tia cempary had been roleased back to the }Sth. Div, and attachcc to the 15Fth
Inf. ihe company oomsander reported to CO 157th. Inf. at 2000 The oo oy was
arderod to an ares 600 yards east of Riesi to protect west flank of ro-iment,

18 July 1913

wttached to 2nd. Bne to swpoort the advance on Pletraporsia.
19 July 19]

_ attached to SmtrxRxkkxttmocks 157th. Inf. still fop advanss on 3. abaring.

égi'tae; ,ighm ;C", ZhOth.’ ?nk Bn;ﬂ(.L). i‘arra%n wguitablo wtil wi: passed
pasa% ram there te ane ;idle north of railread, o resiet:

Entered gatarine ot 1300 and fownd that 1575k, Inf, was 15 miles of Tw

of diviiion. We set up strong antd~teank defense at CR I mlles east of (ke v

w.ns fdrd platoon as anti-tank gunse The 2nd., platoon, left in He Afr.om, refoin

ed tie eompany.
20 July 19&2 ‘

03t and maintanance. Tanks arc beginning to treak down eomtinugusly few Tadk
of ~0 oid 100 hour checks. N T

21 July 1913 .

Aticehed to 1.0th. Inf, far attack on Vallelunga. No aotion uniid the &f
moom, In the early part of the afterncon the light tank oempary, this Hempes
and a reinforcod infantry compery sdvanced through Valledolms gnd mead LB -
growd sirrounding that towm for the répiment. Late in the ewening MpRNy
wag ubtoched to the 179Uk, Infs for the edvance on GCaltavubure. SR

22 July 1943

saat first platoon with leading infentry battclion as AT swport. "cnainder
of conr oy followed between 8nd. and Q. Bns. nder regimental comtrol. Terrsin
mguitcble for tanks to empley. Wemt into assoblr-bivouac area 300 oo soubheast
of {oun. At 2000 the company was atbached to tic 157hh. Inf.

23 July 1943

Jw company moved at daylight te the vicinity of RJ 8120 just venin! the
assevll battalion. The dnfuntry commander decided to secure the gpround Ir the
viciii‘y of id 933h. The assault tattolion moved out and was neld w - interuittent
nediu artillery fire at RJ 8U30. The tanks wore given the mission cf securing the
high zround at Cempofelice in order that the infantry misht establish ~ocitions
therc. The firat platoon was ordered to adwamice on the north side of “i12 railroad

—2-

3
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Annex Ne. 3 contid.

as fdr as the river, the 2nd. platoon was left in reserve, and the comp:ny
cammander took the 3rd. platoon to the right to go areund the tewn. ‘

The first plateon norvetd forward under enemy artillery fire toword their
objective, securcd same, ﬁd sent formard foot patrols in an effert te-lodite the e
guns, but cre 1msueoesaf The isfaptry had not arrived at the ﬂ:nr ‘try dark,
go the firs:i platoon was orderod to rally south of RJ 890325.

The]:eco platoon ‘wd been ordered to the same ully position lWxt (Y W
previously.

The third platoon, be:lng unable to go around the Mdﬁ\bmm&fﬂ-
culties, wend inte the towm (very friemdly), and teek Wp pesitions en W east dl’
tewn from which they engaged ememy infan dn the next ridge tq ﬁlﬁ % Parbunis
the town was wmasked fram enery artillery f S

The tanks that emteied the towm captured ap. rexmtcl.y 150 I S Gophane;
2 Italian officers, 50 rifles, «nd two small houses full of Mt% %
one German ammunition truck and one ammunitien dump by firs; An uslaiewn
of the enemy was killed. The third platoon rmin‘d .1.1 nthe

i ) 2 July 1943 Y o

' At 0630 the priseners weore marched dowa to the main reed ad tml ove:r to .
the 157th. Inf. The third platoon moved back te the rally pasiﬁ-on t.o r(loa:t Yzith s
ammmition, gas, and oil,
‘It should be noted here that the civilians in e tom were of great assiste
ance te the tanks in pointing out targets end in fir:l.ng positions, The .
civil poldce assisted in guarding prisoners through the
At 0830 the cawany commander went forward to rejoin tha roghonta. c
and found that the regiment had been stonped by a blewn bridge ab C053(. The :
company corzmander moved the company into an assembly area abeut LOOO yards vept of
Cefallé.thmero the oonpany rejoined the 753rd. and vas relieved from atii ched to
the 187 nf.

| 25 July 1943

At OLCO the LSth, Division ordered thut the company be deployed alon: the
coast between Cefalu and RJ BSLS307 as protection egainst a possible comkerattaek
from the secz. Lt. Nyblad with seven tanks was sent into the area just eist of RJ
B935345, with orders to cover as much of the coast as possitle. Lt. Sorcnsen with
seven tarks was ordered to the area west of Campofelice with the dame wssion. -

The tanks ware to be used as pillboxes, therefore it was poa.sihle 0 Btart enr
much needed mintexmnce‘ ,

26 July 1943
Comwany still deployed aleng eoast. Rest and maintensncss

27 July 19543

Seme as bei‘omg’
| 28 July 1913
2% - 1.9) o €

The compeny moved back ints the battalien CP area at 1630.

P
R

Same as bei‘org »

™

3
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Rest ard ,maintenamte-. .

7 31 Jady 1943 _
) rqae.mtims nade to move with the ht'hﬂ.ion on the lst. of Aag'ust,
1_sugust 1943 5, ”
Mowed oull with battalion av OCLS, reaching d.c :t.mauicn Bi ﬁm N nod. ,
2_August 1943 ‘
koved out vith batt-lion at O6LS, resehing our m h‘lm W Cﬂ Y
3-1D fusust 1948 © *R ﬁ

1 awrust 1543 B
The Tetialion Commawier raceived a mesuaze Lron II m‘;ﬁ % m thet the

157the Ind. desived the use of Sonpany "C" in e ¢ . 6D e

companyy was alerted, and the ceopany commandes 1.:& for the ! . 5P 8N Topadng
Imerese, axyiving there at 2230, Jontemplated opcrm ia to Wy ef spilidaty
flanking sttack west of Capo di Millazo. Ons platoin of ‘bmlm "Ll e B0 *g
each infaniry butbelion. Phe date of the larding id ' bbbl X Wi e
“depend wron the situatlon*, Campury commander mainod lu tb 1 Ty RoQR,

12 ruzust 1943 o | -
Cole .ncharn returned from 7th. Ammy héaflﬂmrtem Py m wif-h 4n? g

that lﬂth could take only qne platoon of tunks due to a shaetags of 38
Company corunder decidod te send the 1lst. platoon, te e m %@‘ﬂ ; % o

tanks with the right battelion, two with tle left, Tard oeabér.

copneny octwnder vas releasod to return te the 753:11. m. ” M sexd back
plateon locder of the lste« platoon. ERNE

A 1943

Lt. so.omsen reportod to the 157th. Inf. at In. Ofriem'. Mm‘ tire comwry o1l
in 7‘:3"-« Gt e p »

1 August 1943

Lt. :cionsen gans back %o compsmy GF at 1LCC to nove Ms phtow
stefemo. The platoen left the srea at 1530.

15 August 1943

Lt. Sercnsen reported to the OP at US00 with Mom‘binn ;m tnc 157&. m
received additional LCT's and would be able to usé an add.t
commandar 1o7t at 0BLO to repert to 157th. OPs Sesemd p
at 0600 for assembly area weet of San tefane. The
Capo D1 #1laso instesd of west. H hour is 160300, |
™2, and Lr peep boarded LCT's at 1100, m ‘

b o
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75300 TanK BaTT.LICN (M)

o ;‘;ff AP0 L6k, Hew York, N.Y.

ﬁ,.y G500 b 1 October 1943.

SUBJEST:  Cnerations of 753rd. Tank Battallon (1), in Salerno Campaipn.

TO ¢ The Adjutent General, U.s. Arny,
;ashington, 1.C..

S5xCTION I:  Luthority.

SUCTIUH IT: Uperctions of tne battezlion in diary form, for the period
29 Lugust to 21 of September 1943.

SECTIVE I1I: Resume.

52CTION IV: Cnerations of Company "C"%, 753rd. Tank Battalion (M), for
period 6 September to 19 September 1943.

SECTICH I: juthority.

In comnliance dth Paragra)h 10, Army Regulation 345-105, a renort on the
overations of the 753rd. Tank Battzlion (M) in the Salemo Campaign (10 Sept.-
25 3eutember, 1943, is hereby submitted.

Ed

SECTICH II: Onerations.

werations of 753rd. Tank Pattalion (M), in diary form, is attached hereto.

SECTION I1I: Resume.

(a; lieather: Clear and ‘warm for the entire campaign.

(B, Terrain: Fairly flat and wooded. lain obstacles were canals and drainage
ditches.

{cj wstimated enemy casualties: Killed 150.

(d) Estimated loss of enemy materiel: Destroyed 13 Mark IV tanks.

(¢, Cur loss in men and materiel due to enemy action: )
(1) [illed: § an. X
(2) Jounded: 5 . !
(3) Tanks: o\
(a) Totnlly destroyed: ‘Tone. - 5
(b) Knocked out: Three.
(i) Uther vehicles: Cne half-track, 13, w/-inch, w/arm. ~
‘f, losses in men and materlel due to accidents:
{1) Died: None.
(2) “ounded: One di. b" 1] t'bBi\p () D
\ 1. . -t
(2) Vehicles: lone. C s G\B
BY Aumonm OF TAG... .S oP
- m
\ Rt 2 --i._h’.‘-:-’-i.:“'l'-is. _---_I_L y )
Date o T

Initials -
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(g) Tacticcl emcloyment of the biAttalion: Ucon landing at Faestum, Itals
battelion was given he mission of takin~ us a d2fensive nosition in roar
of the LS5th. Infantry Division front, to repel any counterattacks by the cneny.
Later the battalion was placed in Fifth Airey Reserve, ani tren VI Coric
reserve.

Commeny "0, reinforced by onc section of tne kortar Flotoon, one section
of t'we asscault Gun rlatoon, one-=third of mattalion lkaintenance, ond ono-thaird
of the Ledical Detaclment, vas atbacrne:! to the 179yt:. Infaniry .2-inenh, LEuh.
Infentry uivisicon, for the initial landing. This was the only comtarg of the
battalion to see action in the 3alerno Campaizn.

Cn the defensive Comnany WC! was vsed primcinally as motile anti-tank
guns in close su» cort of the infantry. On the offensive tanks were usted in
close sun ort of the assgult infantry battel ions to clean out machine sun
nests, snipers, and anti-tank gmns. i4s a result of this, thirteen enemy lark
IV tanks were destroyed.

(h) Maintenance: There were few maintensnce nrcblems during tnis coammeisn. Tanks

pulled out of the line at night for major renairs were returned the following
night. The two tanks knocked out by anti-tank fire were repaired and sent back to
the company.

Lt. Colggél, 3rd. Tank o“n. (),
: Commanding.

Annexes 1-5 attached. \

-
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29 August 1943

4t 1.70, the battalion was relieved from attaciment to II Corps, and
attached to the L5th. Infantry Division. Commany "C" was attached to the 179th.
Infantry +cgiment, L5th. Inf. Div., effective ZKOOB 30 August 19L3. Effective
010COL September 1943 the battalion -as relieved from the Tth. Army, and assigned
to the Sth. Airmy.
30 August - 5 September 1943

Disposition unchanged.

6 Sentember 1943

Company "C", reinforced, departed from stagimg area at Cerda, Sicily, to
join the 179th. Inf. Regt., L5th. Inf. Div., east of Termini Imere se.

7 September 1943

Disposition unchanged.

8 September 1943

The battalion, less Company "C" which sailed for the invasion of Italy
this date, was notified to be ready to move on an amphibious operation with the
L5th. Inf. Div. by OOO1B 1C September 19L3.

9 - 12 September 19L3

Freparations made for operation.

13 September 1943

At 1900, the first serial of four dem rted from Cerda, en route to Termini
Imerese to load on LSTs. At 210G, the last vehicle of the fourth serial cleared
the I.P.

1l September 1943

By 0225, the battalion, less Co. "C", completed loading. At 1300, the
battalion sailed from Termini Imerese.

15 September 19L3

The battalion larded at Paestum, Italy, attached to the LS5th. Inf. Division,
at 1030. 41) vehicles were de-waterproofed in an area about 500 yards inshore.
During tinis process, the beach area was bombed and strafed by several enemy planes,
btut damace vas slight. The battalion moved into a bivouac area at 857056. At 1140,
the battalion was relieved from the L5th. Inf. Div., and attached to VI Corps.

At 1530, the battalion was attached to the 16Oth. Inf. Regt., LSth. Inf. Div.,
and placed in Fifth Army ieserve.

WIS
-~ T - 3




16 3q§“ember'19h3

About 0530, three enemy artillery shells of unknown caliber landed in the
bivouac area, injuring three men. They were E.E. Long and Burr Groff, Meadquarters
Company, and Harold E. Owens, "B" Company. At 0840, the Battalion moved into a new
area at 867050. This was accompllshed by 0930. At 2000 the battalion became a
part of a combat team with the 180th. Inf. Regt., and nlaced on a four hour alert.

17 September 1943

At 1100, the battalion (less Co. "CQ, was alerted by Fifth Army for a possible
move on Albanella. It was believed the enemy was massing for a counterattack in
that vicinity. The alert was called off at 1400.

18 September 1543

Disposition of the battalion still unchanged. At 1222, the battalion was re-
lieved from the 180th. Inf., and attached to VI Corps, being dlaced in VI Corps
Reserve.

19 September 1913

At 1500, the battalion, less Co. "C", reverted to Fifth Army control. Co. "C!
was relieved from the 179th. Inf. and attached to 180th. Inf.

20 September 1943

At 192100, Company "C" reverted to Bn. control, and moved into the bivouac area
at 1550.
21 September 1943

At 1130, the battalion was attached to the 36th. Inf. Div., and was ordered to
remain in its present position.




Annex No. 2 EN

‘w St DIARY

ucn COMPANY | !:QT
o sox w0 RESTRICTED

6 September 1943:

The company had been attached to the 179th RCT during the previous week
to be available to make a movement with them at a time set by Commanding
General 5th Army. On this date the company, reinforced, moved from the
Battalion bivouac area North of Cerda, to & serializing area west of Termini
Imerese. At 2200 the company and the other vehicles of the Re
Echelon landing team moved to the port area at Termini to await orders for
the actual loading.

7 September 1943:

The 2nd platoon completed their loading last night about 24,00. The 1lst
platoon completed their loading about O4OO this morning. The boat team
to which the remainder of the company was assigned started loading on
HMS LST 361 at 1130, entire ship loaded at 1400; pulled away from dock and
awaited orders for our cambat team to sail toward Italy.

8 September 1943:

At sea aboard HMS LST 361. Discussed various plans of action with tank
commanders and officers. The 179th BCT is a fleating reserve for Sth Army.

9 September 1943

We are still aboard ship in the Salerno Bay. The assult divisions
landed early this morning however we have received very little news as to
how the action is progressing. Captain Davis, 179th Infantry, Commanding
Officer of troops was called to a meeting aboard the flag ship and on his
return informed us that we would disembark on the morning of the 10th.

10 September 1943:

The shigs moved into Red Beach, we unloaded, and moved to an assembly
area at N 850055. Entire company was into the area by 1400. The Regiment
has been ordered to secure the high ground in the vicinity of 0 0523 and
prevent the enemy from making a counterattack along highway number 19. The
1st platoon was attached to the 2nd Battalion to support their advance along
& route generally south of the Calore river. The remainder of the campany -
was directed to follow the regiment (~) along the route between the rivers
Sele and Calore. The campany (=~) was directed to move into an assembly ares
at N 880113 at 2300, to be prepared to cross ths Calore river at day-light.

11 September 1943:

The company (=) crossed the Calare river over an Engineer prepared ford
at O645. TUpon reaching the other side the company commander deemed it
advisable to put the company in an assembly position wtil the situwation in
the vicinity of Persano could be more throughly reconnitered.
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The situation was as follows: Two infantry battalions plus attactnnents had
passed through the town prior to daylight - at approximately 0600 enemy :
artillery, mortar, anti-tank, and small arms fire destroyed part of the vehicles
in thb regimental support column and Yy the contimmed intemnsity of their

fire prevented any movement of men or vehicles in the area Jjust south and

west of Persano.

By 0730 one bat of the 160th Field Artillery and the 645th Tank
Destroyer Battalion (~) had arrived in our same gerersl vicinity. From the
information we were sble to gather it appeared that our troops East of Persano
were being forced to withdraw and that the enemy was attempting to secure
the ford over which the regiment had crossed the river, thus cutting off
the regiment from the remainder of the Sth Army.

After a conference with the Commamling Officer 645th Tank Destroyer
Battalion it seemed advisable to Reep both our commands in the vicinity of
the river crossing to protect both it and the 155 Howitzer batteries that
were on both sides of the river.

By 1100 the firirg in the immediate vicinity of Persano had become
intermittent and the Commanding Officer 645th Tank Destroyer Battalion and
the Company Commander decided to attack with one company of Tank Destroyers
with a platoon of tanks attached. The Tank Destroyers furnished a base of
fire while the tanks attempted to push through. The attack was repulsed wi th
a loss of one tank and seven destroyers. During remainder of the after-
noon & platoon of tanks ranged the woods South of Persano in an attempt
to clean out enemy machine gun and rifle emplacements.

At 1730 the company commander ordered the 3rd platoon to contact the
179th Infantry by useing a route along the north bank of the Calore river.
The platoon leader was unable to fnd a crossing over the drainage (irrigation)
ditch that runs east and west about 500 yards south of Persano before dark there-
fare the campany commander ordered that the 3rd Flatoon return to the company
assembly area.

A pre-dawn reconnaissance found a crossing for thé canpany to use the
next morning.

12 September 19}3:

The combat elements of the company moved out at 0700 and by hugging tie
North bank of the Calore River managed to make conmtact with the 179th Infantry
at 0800. No opposition was encountered. The company was attached ® the
lst Battalion for an attack on Persano from the East - the campany commander
ordered that the 2nd and 3rd platoons advance with the infantry and support
their advance by fire if necessary. The command tank moved along with the
Battalion Commanding Officer - no opposition. The tanksmoved on through
the town and took uwp positions from which they could support the positions
get up by the infantry.

The Regimental Commandey, at a commanders meeting, order ed that the
campany move, by night, to an assembly gosiﬁ.on at N §h2152. The remainder of
the regiment is to move approximately 1800 yards north of that position and
take over a defensive position from the 36th Engineers.
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The company moved out at 2000, crossed the Calore river, went west to
highway 18, thence north to the desigmated area - campleted movement at
2230.

At 2300 a messenger arrived from Regiment with orders that we leave this
area arnd move t0 an area immediately samathwiest of CR N8LYLLO - movement
completed 130030.

13 September 1943:

During the previous night the Re nt had occupied a defensive position
generally 4 ong the line N6311L46 - N847156. About noon the RCT commarder A
requested that the line be reinforced by the tanks in order that the infantry
might have better and closer anti-tank protection. The company commander
ordered that the tanks move indivually to defiladed positions designated
by him along the line of the reserve companies of the infantry battalions.
This movement was campleted by 1500 and the presence of tanks almost in the
front line caused a noticable rise in the moral of the individual infantry-
men.

The RCT commander called a commanders meeting for 2100 and amnounced that
during the night of September 13-1); the line would be shifted from its
present position astride highway 18 to a line N845169 - N86315L4 and that
he desired the tanks to support the infantry as closely as possihls; the
company commnder said that the tanks wa 1ld be in position at daylight.
After a persopal reconnaissance the Campany Commamler found that the only
sultable firing positions were along the MLR- the tamks were in those positions
and camouflaged by daylight September 1L. ,

1l September 1943:

The enemy attacked at 0800 with approximately a battalion of infantry
and eight (8) Mark IV tanks. The attack was apparently not directed at
our position as the enemy tanks were moving almost paralled to ocur front
at a range of 600 - 1000 yards. All of the enemy tanks were "knocked cut!
but only seven were destroyed; in not more than five minutes. During the
remainder of the action the tanks fired HE and machine guns at ememy
persomel, the action lasted about one and a half (13) hours.

For the rest of the day action directed against our forces was confined
to rifle and machine gun fire from small groups of the enemy, and harrassing
artillery fire.

At 1600 one of the infantry campany commanders requested that some tanks -
be used to clean out a machine gun nest to his 18ft front. A section of k
tanks was ordered out on thismission. The nest was cleaned out but as the ‘
tanks were returning to owr linesone ofthem was fired on and hit by a ‘
concealed AT Gun. That tank was put out of action but the section leaders
tank destroyed the AT Gun by fire.

There was no further tank action this date.

-3
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15 September 19)3:

The compary is still in the same position. Enemy activity is confined to
harrassing artillery fire. -

16 September 1943:

Enemy artillery was more intense this date - two men were wounded by
shell fragments - one seriously.

17 September 1943:

Enemy harrassing fire much lighter today. We belive that our ovm artillgry
and mortars have destroyed the guns that have been annoying us.

18 September 1943:

All is quiet =. The RCT comander called a commrders meeting at 2100
and ordered that the RCT move forward and occupy the positi ons s&rown on
Operation Overlay 1900B 18 September 1943 (attached) and be dug in by

daylight.

The tanks are to be used exactly as they are in our present position
except that the lst platoon is to came back under direct campany control
and the entire campany isto support the 3rd Battalion.Company "B", 191st
Tank Battalion (M) which had been in position to reinfarce our fire along
the RCT front is to support the 2nd Battalion just as we are suppoarting the
3rd Battalim. This change was made on the recommendation of the Company
Commander Compary "C".

19 September 1943:

A1l tanks were in position by 0630. First platoon on the right, 2nd
platoon on the left, 3rd platoon in reserve. This time we are going to
rotate the reserve platoon each night so as to leseen the strain on the men.
This time, too, the tanks are completely hidden approximately L0O-500 yards
behind the MLR and each tank commander has been shown the route they vill
take in order to reach his firing position - they will move to these positions
on order of the campany commander at thke first indication of an enemy attack.

No enemy activity.

About 1100 the RCT coomander received orders that the Regiment is to
ocoupy the high ground between Battipaglia and Ebali. Here the terrain is
unsuitable for tank employment - the ®mpany commanmler recommended that the
tanks be kept in mobile reserve south of highway 19 with a mission of
making a counterattack either to the east or west flank sharld the enemy
attack from either direction. The recommendation was approved.

Me'cbmpany did not make this move as they were detached from the 17%th
Infantry and attached to the 180th Infantry at 1130.

-l -
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The 180th is going into an assembly position just southeast of CR
N875175 before moving up to a new position. The company cammander ordered
that the entire company assemble at N873176. All of compary in assembly area

by 1500 awaiting orders.

Company detached from 180th Infantry at 2300 and reverted to 753rd Tank
Battalion control.

20 September 1943:

Company left assembly area at 1300 and arrived in Battalion assembly
area at 1530.

]
]
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753RD TANK BATTALION (M) . g0 NOV 53
. A . . M

AFO L6L, New York, N.Y. ‘-

1 October 19L3. ;

SUBJECT: Operations of 753rd. Tank Battalion (M), in Salerno c;mpaigrl.

T0 + The Adjutant General, U.S. Army,
Washington, D.C..

SECTION I: Authority. '
SECTION II: Operations of the battalion in diary form, for the period
29 August to 21 of September 1943.

SECTION III: Resums.
SECTION IV: Operations of Company "C", 753rd. Tank Battalion (M), for
period 6 September to 19 September 1943.

SECTION I: Authority.

In compliance Wth Paragraph 10, Army Regulation 345-105, a report on the
operations of the 753rd. Tank Battalion (M) in the Salerno Campalign {10 Sept.-

25 September, 19L3) is hereby submitted.
SECTION II: Operations.

NEPR)

Operations of 753rd. Tank Battalion (M), in diary form, is attached hereto. |
SEGTION III; Resume .

€5\,

(4) Weathers Clear and ‘warm for the entire campaign.

(B) Terrain: Fairly flat and wooded. Main obstacles were canals and drainage A

ditches.
(c) Estimated enemy casualties: Killed 150. \N ;

(d) Estimated loss of enemy materiel: Destroyed 13 Mark IV tanks.

(e) Our loss in men and materiel due to enemy actions

eds: .
2) Woundeds 5 EM.

(3) Tanks: -
(a) Totally destroyeds None. - ‘

(b) Knocked out: Three.
(L) Other vehicles: ~One half-track, M3, w/winch, w/arm.

(f) Losses in men and pateriel due to accidentm
ed: ne . D P

2) Wounded: One EM.
(3) Vehicles: None.

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION CANCELED
BY AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY O

BY JOSEPH W QHITNEY. COLONEL
DATE 1 6 APR‘ CLTE ' WD AGAD
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(g) Tactical emnloymant of thmmon landing at Paestum, Italy, the

battalion was given he mission of taking up a defensive position in rear
of the LSth. Infantry Division front, to repel any counterattacks by the enemy.
Later the battalion was placed in Fifth Arry Reserve, and then VI Corps

reserve.

Company "C", reinforced by one section of the Mortar Platoon, one section
of the Assault Gun Platoon, one-third of Battalion Maintenance, and one-third
of the Ledical Detachment, was attached to the 179th. Infantry Regiment, L5Sth.
Infantry Division, for the initial landing. This was the only company of the
battalion to see action in the Salerno Campaign.

On the defensive Company "C" was used primcipally as mobile anti-tank
guns in close suprort of the infantry. On the offensive tanks were used in
close support of the assault infantry battalions to clean out machine gun
nests, snipers, and anti-tank guns. As a result of this, thirteen enemy Mark

IV tanks were destroyed.

(h) Maintenance: There were few maintenance problems during this campaign. Tanks
pulled out of the line at night for major repairs were returned the following
night. The two tanks knocked out by anti-tank fire were repaired and sent back to

the company.

- JJOSEPH G. FELBER,
Lt. Col¢ntl, ¥53rd. Tank Bn. (M),
Commanding.

Anneges 1-5 ‘attached.
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SALERNO CAMPAION W

29 August 1943

At 1000, the battalion was relieved from attachment to II Corps, and
attached to the LS5th. Infantry Division. Company "C" was attached to the 179th.
Infantry egiment, liSth. Inf. Div., effective 2LOOB 30 August 19L3. Effective
010001 September i9h3 the battalion vas relieved from the 7th. Army, and assigned

to the Sth. Army.

30 August = 5 September 1943

Disposition unchanged.
6 September 19.3

Company "C", reinforced, departed from staging area at Cerda, Sicily, to
join the 179th. Inf. Regt., [lSth. Inf. Div., east of Termini Imere se.

7 September 19543

Disposition unchanged.
8 September 1943

The battalion, less Company "C" which sailed for the invasion of Italy
this date, was notified to be ready to move on an amphibious operation with the
L5th. Inf. Div. by OOOLB 10 September 19L3.

9 = 12 September 1943

.

Preparations made for operation.
13 September 1943

At 1900, the first serial of four dem rted from Cerda, en route to Termini
Imerese to load on LSTs. At 2100, the last vehicle of the fourth serial cleared

the I.P.
1}, September 1543

By 0225, the battalion, less Co. "C", completed leading. At 1300, the
battalion sailed from Termini Imerese.

15 September 1943

The battalion lamded at Paestum, Italy, attached to the L5th. Inf. Division,
at 1030. All vehicles were de-waterproofed in an area about 500 yards inshore.
During this process, the beach area was bombed and strafed by several enemy planes,
but damage was slight. The battalion moved into a biveuac area at 857056. At 1140,
the battalion was relieved from the LSth. Inf. Div., and attached to VI Corps.

At 1830, the battalion was attached to the 180th. Inf. Regt., L45th. Inf. Div.,

and placed in Fifth Army Reserve.
. DECLASSIFIED

b et ir, 52009, Sept. 2, )9
_—_ hoomibdily: 22 2%
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About 0530, three enemy artillery shells of unknown caliber landed in the
Wvouac area, injuring three men. They were E.E. Long and Burr Groff, leadquarters
Company, and Harold E. Owens, "B" Company. At 0840, the Battalion moved into a new
area at 867050. This was accomplished by 0930. At 2000, the battalion became a
part of a combat team with the 180th. Inf. Regt., and placed on a four hour alert.

17 September 1943
At 1100, the battalion (less Co. "CQ, was alerted by Fifth Army for a possible

move on Albanella. It was believed the enemy was massing for a counterattack in
that vicinity. The alert was called off at 1400.

18 September 1943

Disposition of the battalion still unchanged. At 1222, the battalion was re-
lieved from the 180th. Inf., and attached to VI Corps, being placed in VI Corps

Reserve.
19 September 1943

At 1500, the battalion, less Co. "C", reverted to Fifth Army control. Co. "C"
was relieved from the 179th. Inf. and attached to 180th. Inf.

20 September 1943

At 192400, Company "C" reverted to Bn. control, and moved into the bivouac area

at 1550.
21 September 1943

At 1130, the battalion was attached to the 36th. Inf. Div., and was ordered to
remain in its present position.




Tux Noe 2

® ®
’ DIARY
- g% COMPANY
o0 15 i o0 RESTRIPFERE..

SALERNO CAMPAIGN

6 September 1943:

The MMatmhdwtholmmrdum‘thoprcvak
to be availal ’oonkoamntwiththuatatmutwcmndm
General Sth Army. On this date the company, reinforoed, moved from the

Battalion bivouac area North of Cerda, to a serialising area west of Termini

Tmerese. At 2200 the company and the other vehicles of the Regimental
BEchelon toumodtothoportaruatmwmitordomfw'

the actual 1 .

7 Septembsr 19433

The 2nd platoon completed their loading last night aboul 21,00. The 1lst
platoon completed their loading about 0400 this merning. The boat team
to which the remainder of the company was assigned started loading on
MIS LST 361 at 1130, entire ship loaded at 11003 pulled away from dock and
awaited orders for owr caombat team to sail toward Italy.

8 September 1943:

At sea aboard HMS LST 36l. Discussed various plans of action with tank
commanders and officers. The 179th ACT is a flsating reserve for Sth Army.

9 September 19L3:

We are still aboard ship in the Salerno Bay. The assult divisions
landed early this marning however we have received very little news as to
how the action is progressing. Captain Davis, 179th Infantry, Commanding
Officer oftroopansea]ledtoameetingaboardtheﬂagship and on his
return informed us that we would disembark on the morning of the 1Oth.

10 September 1943:

The ah:l.ga moved into Red Beach, we unloaded, and moved to an assemnbly
area dt N 850055. Entire company was into the area by 1400. The Regiment
has been ordered to secure the high ground in the vicinity of 0 0523 and

prevent the enemy from making a counterattack along highway number 19. The

1st platoon was attached to the 2nd Battalion to support their advance along

a route generally south of the Calore river. The remainder of the campany
was directed to follow the regiment (~) along the route between the rivers
Sele and Calore. The company (=) was directed to move into an assembly aree
at N 880113 at 2300, to be prepared to cross the Galere river at day-light.

11 September 1943:

The company (-) erossed the Calare river over an Engineer prepared ford
at O645. TUpon reaching the other side the company commander deemed it
advisable to put the company im an assembly position wtil the situation in
the vicinity of Persano eould be more throughly reconnitered.

o~

555—/_‘ DECLASSIFIED
-l = YD Dir. 52034,
“ » ” : ) l iFIE I ANMW hywtez.:,-‘.?
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’ DIARY
- ug* COMPANY
o0 15t o0 RESTRIPTERE..

SALERNO CAMPAIGN

6 September 1943:

The Mdmgttaohdtotholmmmmwm“k
to be availal to make & movement with them at a time set by Commanding
General Sth Army. On this date the company, reinforoed, meved from the
Battalion bivouac area North of Cerda, to a serialising area west of Termini

Inerese. At 2200 the and the other vehicles of the Re _
Bchelon land tean tothoportaruatrmmwmitwderafw
the actual 1 .

7 Septeaber 19433

The 2nd platoon completed their loading last night about 2,00. The 1lst
platoon completed their loading about 0400 this morning. The boat team

to which the remainder of the campany was assigned loading on
BMS LST 361 at 1130, entire ship loaded at 1400; pulled away from dock and

awaited orders for our cambat team to sail toward Italy.

8 September 15433

At sea aboard BMS LST 36l. Discussed various plans of action with tank
commanders and officers. The 179th RCT is a fleating reserve for Sth Army.

9 September 19133

We are still aboard ship in the Salerno Bsy. The assult divisions
landed early this morning however we have received very little news as to
how the action is progressing. Captain Davis, 179th Infantry, Commanding
Ofﬁ.ceroftroopsmealledtoameetingaboardthemgsh:!.p and on his
return informed us that we would disembark on the morning of the 10th.

10 September 19433

The s moved into Red Beach, we unloaded, and moved to an assenbly
area dt N BS00S5. Entire company was into the area by 11400. The Regiment
has been ordered to secure the high ground in the vicinity of 0 0523 and
prevent the enemy from making a counterattack along highway number 19. The

1st platoon was attached to the 2nd Battalion to smpport their advance along

a route generally south of the Calore river. The remainder of the campany
was directed to follow the regiment (-) along the route between the rivers
Sele and Calore. The company (-) was directed to move into an assembly area
at N 88113 at 2300, to be prepared to cross the Galore river at day-light.

11 September 1943:

The company (-) erossed the Calare river over an Engineer prepared ford
at O64S. TUpon reaching the other sids the campany cemmander deansd it

advisable to put the company im an assembly position wmtil the situation in
the vicinity of Persano eould be more throughly reconnitered.

A

-1 - m."o,

2, 195
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The situation was as follows!

passed through the town

artillery, mortar, an

in ths regimental suppord

fire prevented any movemsnt of men or vehicle

west of Persano.

By 0730 one bat of the 160th Field Artillery and the 645th Tank

Destroyer Battalion (-) had arrived in oux seme gensral viscinity. the
information we were able to gather it appeared that our troops East of Persane
mumm«duﬂthdrmandt:ltﬂnmb attempting to secwrs

a8

ths ford over which the regiment ha
the regiment from the remainder of the Sth Army.

After a conference with the Oomaniixg officer 645th Tank Destroyer

Battalion it seemed advisable to Resp bot
the river orossing to protect both it and the 155 Howitser batteries

were on both sides of ths river.

By 1100 the firirg in the immediate vicinity of Persano had become
intermittent and the Cemmanding Officer G4Sth Tank Destroyer Battalion and
mc@mmudduuuu&nmmmmermmmm
with a platoon of tanks attached. The Tank Destroyers fwrnished a bese of
fire while the tanks attempted to push through. The attack was repulsed w th
a loss of one tank and seven destroyers. Dwring remainier of the after-
noon a platoon of tanks ranged the woods South of Perssno in an attempt
to clean out enemy machine gun and rifle emplacements.

At 1730 the company ccmmander ordered the 3rd platoon te contact the
179th Infantry by useing a route along the north benk of the Calore river.
The platoon leader was wnable to fnd a crossing over the drainage (irrigatien)
ditch that runs east and west about 500 yards south of Persano before dark there-
fore the campany commander ordered that the 3rd Flatoon return to the company

assenbly area.

A pre~dawn reconnaissance found a crossing for thes ceaapany to use the
next morning.

12 September 1943:

The combat elements of the company moved out at 0700 and ty hugging tie
North bank of the Calere River managed to make contact with the 179th Infantry
at 0800. No opposition was encountered. The company was attached ® the
1st Battalion for an attack on Persano from the East — the campany commander
ordered that the 2nd and 3rd platoons advance with the infantry and suppoart
their advance by fire if necessary. The command tank moved along with the
Battalion Commanding Officer - no opposition. The tmkamoved on through
the town and took up positions from which they could support the positions

set up by the infantry.

The Regimental Cemmander, at a commanders meeting orde ed that the
campany move, by night, to an aasmb]ylsosiﬂ.on at X 6!;2152. The remainder ef
the regiment is to move spproximately 1800 yards north of that position and
take over a defensive position from the 36th Engineers.

%
:
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The company moved out at 2000, ores
highway 18, thenoe north to the desigm
2230.

At 2300 a messenger arrived from Regiment with
area and move to an area immediately so:theitst of

completed 130030.

13 September 19k3:

During the previous t the had oocwpied a defensive position
generally d ong the line NG311L6 - T156. Abeut noon the RCT commander
requested that the line be reinforoed uy tie tanks in order that the infantry
might have better and closer amti-tank protection. The company commnder
ordered that the tanks move indivually to defiladed pesitions designated
by him along the line of the reserve companies of ths infantry battalioms.
This movement was campleted bty 1500 and the presence of tanks almost in the
front 1ine ocaused a noticable rise in the morel of the individual infantry-

The RCT commender called & commanders meeting for 2100 and announced that
during the night of September 13-1li the lins would be shifted from its
present position astride highway 18 to a 1line L5169 - W86315L and that
he desired the tanks to support the infantry as closely as possible; the
company commender said that the tanks wald be in position at daylight.
After a persomal reconnaissance the Campany er found that the only
suitable firing positions were along the MLR~ the tamks were in those positions

and camouflaged bty daylight September 1l.
1l; September 19433

The attacked at 0800 with approximately a battalion of infantry
and eight (8) Mark IV tanks. The attack was apparently not i at
our position as the enemy tanks were moving almost paralled to our front
at a range of 600 = 1000 yards. All of the enemy tanks were "knocked cut”
but only seven were destroyed; in not more than five mimutes.. During the
remainder of the action the tanks fired and mac. guns at enemy
persomel, the actim lasted about one and a half (1 ) hours.

For the rest of the day action directed against our forces was confined
to rifle and machine gun fire from small groups of the enemy, and harrassing
artillery fire.

At 1600 one of the infantry campany commanders requested that some tanks -
be used to clean out a machine gun nest to his 1&ft fromt. A section of
tanks was ordered out on thismission. The nest was cleaned out but as the
tanks were returning to our linesone ofthem was fired on and hit ty a .
concealed AT Gun. That tank was put out of action but the section lea

tank destroyed the AT Gun by fire.
There was no further tank action this date.
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15 Septeber 1943

The company is still in the same position. Enemy astivity is oonfined to
harrassing artillery fire. :

16 September 1543:

Enemy artillery was more intense this date = two men were wounded by
shell fragments - one seriously.

17 Septewber 15431

Enemy harrassing fire much lighter today. We belive that our om artillgry
and martars have destroyed the guns that have been annoying us.

18 September 1543:

411 is quiet -=. The RCT commander oalled a commmiers meeting at Z100
ard ordered that the RCT move forward and occupy the positions dhown on
Operation Overlay 19008 18 September 1943 (attached) and be dug in by

daylight.

The tanks are to be used exactly as they are in our present position
except that the lst platoon is to came back under direct campany comtrol
and the entire campany isto suppert the 3rd Battalion.Company *B", 19lst
Tank Battalion (M) which had been in pesition to reinfarce eur fire along
the RCT front is to ert the 2nd Battalion just as we are supparting the
3rd Battalim. This ge was made on the recommendation of the Company

Commander Company *C".
19 September 1943:s

. A11 tanks were in position by 0630. First platooa on the right, 2nd
platoon on the left, 3rd platoon in reserve. This time we are going to
rotate the reserve platoon each night so as to lessen the strain on the =men.
This time, too, the tanks are campletely hidden approximately L00-500 yards
behind the MLR and each tank commander has been shown the route they will -
take in order to reach his firing peosition - they will move to these positions
on order of the campany commander at the first indication of an enemy attack.

No enemy activity.

About 1100 the RCT commander received orders that the Regiment is to
oooupy the high ground between Battipaglia and Ebali. Here the terrain is
unsuitable for tank employment = the ®mpany commarmder recommended that the
tanks be kept in mobile reserve south of highway 19 with a mission of
making a counterattack either to the east ar west flank sha 1d the enemy
attack from either direction. The recommendation was approved.

The company did not make this move as they were detached from the 179th
Infantry and attached to the 180th Infantry at 1130.

i 2

-k -
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The 180th is going into anun-uypoduonjult southeast of CGR
75175 before moving up t0 a new position. The company oamander ordered
that the entire company assemble at NBT3176. All of ocompary in assembly area

by 1500 awaiting orders.
detached from 180th Infantry at 2300 and reverted to 753rd Tank
Battalion control.

20 September 19L3:
left assembly area at 1300 and arrived in Battalion assembly
area at 1530.
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HEADJUARTERS
75380 TANK DATTALION (M)

AFQ He 5.

4 1&:&9”
SUWB0T: Opewmtions in Italy, lovember 1943.
™ ' Omm Gemersl, 36th Infamtyy Division,

AYO Us S. Arny .

lM L“Dﬁ:zsn rlﬁmhar-ldﬁlnﬂuzolgxfhmma
. mﬁh Divisian ssseably cres north of Capua, Italy. (Ses overlay,
| mgax swber 1js On 17tk Xovenber the Division began the reliaf of the
3¢ Division. %This bettaiicn was orderod to relieve the 7Slst Tank Battalion
¥) and take over ite arees. Each com any of the battaliom o the
o

: oveslay, spnex 2). liiszion of the battalion was $o Y& prepered
:W,wus:vm(é)tommwgoo One tank udsteon
mmwm Into un overwudching position cast of Lignano,

Tetarning 0 1%s compamy arez each cvening.

During this period the battalion was not commditted t.o'eﬁnr agtion,

howover the ahalled the batiulion frequemly thyoughout e irlod
k31:ing three (3‘ enlisted nen, naricusly md.m’ thres (3) enlisind mon
en? Mghtly ww (2) officors and four (L) enlisted mew, Uue tank

o
rodeived a direst hid By am high ox:losive shell, which temporerily disatled
it. Itmm.mmmdntm-dh'iu posision, other
drivge from enemy five wys n:ﬁlig!bh. Ro ememy pergonudl oo captured
nar a3 any encny satewdal destroyad by this bettalion during &Yds pariod.

o alffiewitien ware nissented in swprlying the uw? *%h ratinse
aid ater, exset ratn snd mud which made vehisulay wovement witiin the
/T3 whoul » Smpuly was accouplishvnd under Gever of dardmes:. Dwring
ths seriod seven (7) enlisted replocemonts were resed n 29 Bovasber
1243 Xajor Genersl Fred L. Walker, Corwamiing General, by Diye
izion, at am informel oeremcny ot the Division gm Foat, pregunod:
$83vir Star Ledal to Sergeant Lyzan J. Helnmon, T» Compmy %04,
Trnk Battelion (i) of Sa » Mssowri, for gallantey in astion newr
ilbavilla, Itely on 11 September 19L3.

]l -




ty arations in Italy, November 1943 Contid.

ittached herreto are annexss as follows!

Annsx nunber 1. Overlay of Battalion location {rvr: 1
Sovenber to 17 November 1943.

Amex mmber 2. Disposition overluy, 17 liovesber ton 30
NHovesnboy' »

Annex punbsr 3. hit Journal.
. Annex nuaber ke Unit ddapy.
Annex number 5.  List of qusualties by companies,
Anmax noxber 6. Consolidated sasuslty renort.
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Diary for November Cont'd.

22 November 1943

Artiliery fire heavier today than wenal, particularly bvmum 1300
md J.SN, and 1700 and 21CC. Jeo anlisbed wanp Mewdgarter: o omy,

atrd Flatoon Sur-aiy ', relioved Snd ilatoom Cas cor 44,
f’*n wpe m Sank disablod by cnewy artillery fire.

23 suvenbor 1943
‘ Headquarters Cas any ovod a tely LOO yerds southe: i of
Sobtallion Feot to cvade ortillery fire, which was heawior than
¢y receivad 4o date. First . lctoon Compeny oD palicved thirc dtoon
+~iuaRy "BY in ¢verwatching ~osiiiom.

2, Tovesber 1943

™ad Ph Com -y ' , relieved 1ut i'L.toon Camaty - n
cfmtm o Very 1itils aotivity on the fromt dus :i:xclm:eut
ldth” mh1-~ Iire roceived.
25 llovimber 1943
First Platemn Oompany 'C* relivwed 3rd Flatoon. Bxeenti iu.ily

L .ght eneay -ruum setivity. erthor turning cclder.
2€ MNovembor 1943

Seocond Flatoon Oampany "C", rolioved lst Flatoon Comnayy -
rlodlo artfllery five reseived throu oub the day.

27 Noverbor 1943

Third riatocn Comrany "B*, relieved 2nd Flatoon Cooxoayy .. Artill
£ re heavier todgy. * o i

22 lovimber 1943

First latoon Conamy "B" relisved 3rd Flatoon Comr L TR/
L tile aptivity. i *7

20 Yovarber 1943

2nd Vlztoon Comsany "Bt pelicved lst latoom Company “T-.
artiliery fire rec:ived ot 1730, lesting 5 minutes. j&‘ g du“:’in

Q.

Ay

7. 3rd.
30 November 1543

Friendly artillery very sctive, espeaially daring the morning,

—3‘

EPE\B \gw?_
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HeAD JUARTERS
TSIRD TANK BATTALION (M)

TR WD

1 _November thru 30 iovazber 1943

4 Novosber 1943

AS '1'530. orders wers received plasing the battalion om & 2l wue alert
107 proposed move nortl. of Capua.

5 Hovembar 1913
A% 1100, Fleld Order mmber 35, 36th Infaotry uivision, wen revoloedy
6 Novaxber 1943

At 1042, Pleld Order mmber 35, (revised) was recvived, and areparations
*7Te made to mowe the 7th of November.

T Novasber 1543

At 1808, the batteli.n laft Zacoaria (X¥072563), in rouse tc Liw new
Livouss area at 165813. The movsu:nt was oampleted at 2330.

8 Nowembar 1943
Tlud.-qwa-mtau'uﬁmmsmthccmp.
? = 11 lovember 1543
12 Novamber 1943

Division troops.
T 13 Howverber 1943

Company “B* was attacied to the Llst Infetry Regiment, 36tk Diviston.

-~ Disposi of battalion mehanged. Company ®A” partiel-rdel in
© *obldma with
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m.n-; for Bovauber Gont'd.

1 November 1943
'l' m out at 0730 to Join the Udct Infamtry .cylemt, At
n nluived 2 warning onder o be vrevared 6 uove o the
El 4 Diviglos arca, wnd . = uv ;oo lhionu Loy higiezg” © aust of
15 rorza v yi)

Rossmnpiseunds of now g2y c.aio by Dattallon Commcoding Q:v'ur.
*nadqm Ootmamdant and tho ieconnaissence Ufiices. Thay doocted at
w‘ls‘. The babdalion made ,ro.arations for the move, whigh wus wde hy

nliltrating one Qomp&ny at o Line into the aew araa, tho ressw. oy this
romdm-o g " ht the aniery wad obaorvation of cur movenments.
_ 16 Novadbor 1943
Prevaxrationg made for rrg.
17 lovemver 1043
At 1!;15, wa "A" de.axrved for now ares ot O0Q1CE .
' 10 Hovesber 1913
. Oompany "C" left for uew area at 9970085, 4Ab a.fmt:.y
g butod and all wnits completed movessi hy 2100.

S 19 Novasher 19&3

Lisudenant

_ :x.u.ed nan wore wounded in Oy ‘%“
Litoon Company m. Aitto over watching pesition m aorth or
Culparye ;
2 Ww 1543

mmorLfm (inmttanrﬂﬁmoind throughout the dgy. Twe (2)

Company °Ch, uwm
m Ocm a.n;r "C 7y in ovarvatehiug position.

Q. Novexbor 1543 .
Mqrmmm MWMvmw,

%ﬁm Mme@wwﬁmrmﬁedw&ﬂLhm,camm._
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HEADQUARTERS
T53RD TANK BATTALION (M)

APO V&4 B.5. Army
5 Jamuary 194,
subject: Operations in Italy for December 19)3,

To H Ccumand:.ng General
36th Infantry Divisien

APO 36, U.S." Army

, 1. During the month of December 1943, this Battalion was aitached to
thejéthlnrantrymmi . nuowpaniesmphoodinmarefﬂminfanm
roginents to repel aruored counter attacks, #hile in thege positions daily
artillery fire was received foreing the crews to practically live in their

Un December 8, the Commanding General ordered one platoen of WB»
Company to move to the l,wrtheasum slope of Nt. Rotumdo to fire on any enemy
targets between 3an Pietro and Righway 6. 3ee overlay #1). Latey,
12, the : thi

in under cover of darkness. It wa8 constantly under obserys tionoolgago
ebemy during daylight, and received heavy shell fire for eight dgrs, after
which the COEpARy was withdrawn. During these 8§ days the Crows were forced
o remain in their tanks 24 hours of the day. Howevay, during this period
~only one light casualty was received.

Un December 10, Company %47 yaq ordered to move Lo :&upromnt
bivouae area to a bivouae ares in the vieinity of Venafro for utiry operations,
while in thig area the Sompany was bonbed by a formation of aﬁm. Six |

. This N ttalion, iith the exception of Company 5Cn, gay very little
action the remainder of the month; Company wAs spant thelr time reorganising;
Company *B* moved baok into its oid ares. _»

4% 200400, Comany *C* wpg attached to 1,3mi Infan Rogiwent, Theip
rission being a combined attack with 143rd Infantry on Sgn Vit and
ground east ef Sagn Vittoria. Two platoons of the Company would Qttack with the
infantry, and one platoon would be hald in reserve. (3ee overlay #2) The plan
was for the infantry to attack during the night and in the event they were pimed
down, two tank platoons would pass through at daybreak attepting to neutralize..;




e ¢

oz tions for Deo. 1943 (conttd)

e resistanes. The infantyy mede an sttacx during the might Lut found that the
onws; wus oo wall implaced and the opemstions —us called off. “oese two platwons
»yieined in position to repel any countor attecks. Ihay were w'ilinved the night
af noesbey st and raturood to their old wivvuzo area.

On Docwmber 31, this Battaliom was relicved from athacii-wd @ 30%h
infantry uivisicon, and atteched to Task Foree illen for futww ossrations.

o : JiniiH Ge FELE 2
G Lt. Colomel, 753rd Ti n (i)
Camaanding

6 Anrexes:

innex 1~ Unit diary.

innex 2- Unit journal.

‘nnex 3= Journal file.

innex L= List of casualties by com»anies.

innex 5- Consolidated casuelty rcport.

innex G- Narrative of San Pietro battle with necessary overlars.
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ﬂm TABE B TTSLIOH (M)

 APO 33&‘ “,j‘;.,fia; TRy

iy BiARY Foit DECGMBER
1 Decanber 19h3 o
First platoon Gomreny *0% relioved tidpd platoon Compery °C° 4 over-
welobing “mim
2 Leecrbor 1943
Second '8' ralioved latom Comperyy ;
ph Gw:w fient p tmﬂ .

oetral w in visinity at 1600. Cur petrgl wnable to mkn Ww 2
' 3 bocewbar 1913

Mm "B% relieved second platoon Cowpasy 7, Light
aml.mrmmduﬂngw. o damags. "

L Deconber 194

mm pnmm discontin. ad. mu alatoon Company . returnidd
W capany nz*. .

S Docenber. 1943
vary ligm m lll't received. Ho ehange in uiml‘.tia
o é Doceubar 1943 - A
fiald Urdes !’ | Intmtry mmua reesived 2t 08203C. ‘uitalicn

m:mmu position

oot Oomcarty "B wag ietailed, with m% m“i’;& _
olenred mine field and tenks wer' iu.c cesitdon,
mofphmmmmmz@mm

nmuu

“M mnm@u arlst
.mm?" . ::atmk.

m%ﬂ ws dlsshled by mive
s Daowiter 19k3
Sisposition unchanged.
_

.Aﬁﬁbl#l.{

fl\'\

-




¢

"i% fnto bivano aroe scuth-

' futwre eparations. Company "5B* 48 to mowe 1lntc ares
%cf Et. Eotundo whan rosd is finished. Company®A® moved inte bivouas ares at
Q2! sftew dayk. serial reconnaissanes by A~) made of 3an Mletro-vanafro road,

11 Decesber 1943
it 0F00 Company ™." was strafed and beubed Yy o foraation of aigny planes.
4 21 were killed, one officer and three men ware wunded. G Ll was
toc ~parily dissbled. Lerial regonneissance of San Hletre-Vonefro med
12 Jgcenber 1549
AV O200 Qumpany *3* xoved into position on northeast alope of ;4. dotondo

£ i3) e
eI 13 Jeconbor 1943

sposition unohangnd. snemy air sctivity increasingy hovevur, no danage
to tdds undt was done today.

1L Decouber 1943 |
Ivepareticos nede for the attack of Company A" on dan Feftyo.
1% Docanber 1543

“ m w A s %‘h h‘* ’ m Batt ALY
% Infantry Regizent attacked the tows from
| Inf Regizent followed wp the attack of 59,
ia the town, Lut two were destroyed oy fire.
wminown ot present.  Fewr tanis were o Il by mines, thres
recks, and two turned ovar. Thq othar four returiod %0 Lis Livouss ares
mmmmumm, bﬂmﬁhmﬂt&mmmw

16 Decemberr 1543

"A* in bivouos ares § wile
t2on on northesstorn slo.os of Mt, Aotondo.
prejared to move cut on meltlos.

17 Decenber 1943

Dispesition ef tettalion wchanged. Ung man, Caupany A%, mybawued frem
Piotaw, Maﬂﬂhwf&ommcpmm. in Company
of 16-17 lecsmber. Two men were wounded. i ‘0
astivity reported this date. uan Piotre ke Yy
afbernnen. -
18 December 19543

ision of Battelion sedl) unchenged. Compamy "A® lost & total of
in the attaok on 3an Pietro. Tmm«mtmm“mddg

-wlw
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it Uary for Deconber (sont'd)
19 Decoxher 1943
Disposi: 3ition of Battalion ctill unchanged. Yo artillery fire -e-orted
to rave fallem $n srea thls date. Fowmation of enamy “lanms hwvied and strafed
san PMetre ¢dowt 1100, lemage waknown.

20 Decenher 1943

Goe Hegomains nca latoon, Cempany Conmanter and plutom leaders
of mz .gw from Battalion O.fs ab OLOC to aske foot mrsrrmelssanne
of & operstion. Tho deteid retursed at 000, aud *%W terrain
9&@0}&3: Sor edpid of tanks. Comnany "C* was attashed te LIl Infantry Re
at . » .

. 4 Docember 25L)
second um platoons, Company €%, weved inte pomiticsc Lwedisiely
Bou shaust of el Pl during ;j.;;ht of M Deoguber, First nl.icon, Compeny
3%, oved inte opw § mike west of Venafyo ssaw night. iroposed sitach noste
ocxd.  dapesitisn of remainder of battaliem wacheanged.
22 Tecenter 1943

Sispoaitien washengod. Very litile aetivity during o Cerramy POM
rel loved frem atdeelmmmt to llulrd Irfantry snd attached to 4 Totuntey.

23 Decanber 1543

Ho ma
| 2l Decanhar 1943
lis Changle -
25 Decezber 1943
Mo Changee

26 secentar 1943

‘ns platoen, O 0" moved forrard 4p vieinity C. imwwiis. doposition
of rasainder of dat unehanged . :

27 Desmnber 1943

Sisposition wnchanged.
25 December 1943

Sads battulion was attoshed to Combet Comsand "B gt 1000.
29 Decenber 1943
Uisposition of Pattalion unschanged. Three members of ssoorrsiiszence
rigtoon socozmpanied patrol of 15th Infantyy s Ird Uivicion Lo Goad

gmgm st 932163, The patrol departed at 1800 and returnad i ¥:300 Decesber
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Uit Dlary for December (oemb’'d)

30 December 1943

At (30, the Battalion was attached to Task Force illen. Corpany "Co
ordared to move frem present position to O0L103. iiove te be coomiinated with

34th Infantey Divisien.
31 Decesher 194)

i Cenpeny %C° moved owt at 1300, and completed movement & svea at HOOLLO3
azuoo.;vvmmmmmt&mmmaam}mnmam
154k, Wus movement was cancellod by Task Ferve Allem at 1900. Disposition of
mdmmhmged.
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LT T RrSTRICTED
ILADUUART LS
7538 TA'. BATTALICE (1)

APQ Lb6Ly Uy 84 Army
1. December 1943

Ticid ¢ rdder mbor G, ' |

s Itody 1/50,°00, Sheeto: 160-ll and 150=-111, .

f
.

re  Sec currcnt G=2 reports 36th Infantry Divsion,

Le Sltuation overler and Divsion Field Oxder lumber 40, 'j

-
e LMD Bnttra.f.i. T will attnek with one ecor any massing road bend at K
o . )()) at L 20 beeeuixr, advoneing slong ro~d into S Pistro from the
¢ at, selne o0 bleelz ¢ntio'neos to 8 Fictro frov the rorth, south and weet,
IS RN s PR 'rﬂa,‘: cen ol o town by the 1/1st Inia‘ztry Repiment, It
vl ooodet wl reli of 143rd Infhptry Repl ont to earnturce high ground north
O o tebro,  On Pivsicn ortler it will attack San Vittore or down
Alif"' Py
- De Te Uoroooy AU LD one cectloon Aritish bridge laying volentine
Lo SRRV oo cauea cbtaci:ed, will love vpecent rosition in tine
voor o o g ol ((0G=150. st 1517200 Deecrber, advsicing along aveilable
v e S lelpo Fr oy el It will block ontrances into S Pletre from
vuio oy teran o wert Inocont et on st Ll cccupatlon of the torm by the
Ll ety e o 1y accdst atbeel: of the 14'nd Infa try Ropginent to X
e e LT e c' reslh cnd st od § tietro, It will reccive direet
T SR R PR I3Y I , 752rd Tonl: Dett~lion and Corromy FA" 636 Tank
Doy or o tiolion,
De Coriy MM, cor; ."“c‘('.ioz; vith Cormorp YA" (36 Tank Destroyer
oot 4, e perent cosiiooouy suroort atte e o Comory A" on § Pdetro
e on e stdet nk wwon ovieindty 8o i'ietro. One nlstoon will
o oroy G Leae o rnbl=bon borsots on ensbary slopes of Yount Lungo,
U @ JAI oy Deld L ouss frd €¢C sc on rocrct su'ml from atta&d.ng
Dot oo et dnooirve H*H, e of fire (903155),
Ce Coviap "C' rors o werunt Loertion i boe  reerod to move along' ‘
: R LS M A AN (RS o hin v n vielnity o RoJ. 2t
(o e el Le s mrmeort woo otheer e firice on torects north of }
H < . R Ch L WS VT :
Co it v« toen (Jern one ccond to Corvony ") will rerain
T B T S VR S A AR G -
. ¥
Le 0 Jrioor Lidn o cdn s ocwosent ceeilion urtil 1 rther orders, "

ALFENDIY NO. O .. B -
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Platoon Wil) sesain in preses position veAll -

Be mmmwumww

Xo Omwmou-mmm&mphmudsbwud
perdf:on rior to atsack, ummmﬂumm 636 Tank

. Destrover Battalion, - )

&1 Service Company from rvesent area will furnish Company "A" a Octie
plote ref of fuel, ammunition, and rations pricr to 15 December, Will
furmish Correny "B" With addtticnal 1/2 unit of fire, high explosive only,

It will send one section Battalion Maintenmance Platoom to Company "A" prior to
daylight 15 December, Remainder of maintenance nlatoon be prepared to mowe to
canpdm "C" ensenbly area on order, )

' 5o Battclion Commend Post in presont looatien. Adnmo mm.m ‘Oommend

. Post st (990145)s I will be there, cm'n'mratnm 'm

"C" Coxiand Post at present loeation,
By oxder of I.t. Colonel FELBER:

FONLER P, JOHNSTON
Mjor, 753rd Tank Dn (M)
Bé. 8e3

GriICiAL:
FONLIR Dy JOBTON
*r.yor, 753rd Tank Ba (1)
522, 5-3,

ReSTRIGTED
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1ic - vheo e of thils actior would hhwe been ant..r@ly difs ercrt. ‘wd ‘the

JEAE SIS SR o e ﬂ. 4 Sorpony ®A" fro potiing imbeo the towa wios sud ie

glc . '3 bo re.uce Lhe eremy defenses, he reduﬂ.ion oxr the :r:cm; deic:.pe

1r e . wWe Ooewe permitied the infantry attocidng fror. the couth, to i
i o . wovrith e, menttored ovposition, The towm being in our h nds, ‘
£ ¢ - - eveco crgt of the tewn woudd hove been botticd p ard wonls wve

becr: 7.o0d bootumonier s 0 Lhas givicg ue a deeiaive victory,

y :‘; Cn: somy UAY been glvor the missicn of beirng im direct fire suprort
o A t ek oomdne foun the ~nst, it 40 believed tlet it wiuld

Wwe ™ :C li‘ € o en in ac-cenldshing this risrien due to the terrsges in

tiow or cire of the rend whioh formed, exoert in a few placw, & naturnl |

Lo b e Tars suceen —iqht hnve been - oacible from £ riip rositions
Cderp bl mo7 i s i en the wturt of tie terrmin limited the ficld

[FSSORS TRAINED

1, (locyvnec of rines from svemues of ap-rosch .t_.mgh defiles is
esse 1. L to ‘I.n'mn' suceent,

[

. .
ot

2. lterrate moutes should almys be sveilable in the M a tank R
is o_.\.u. 40d¢ in such a rositicn as to block the forwosd movemert of the ' )

re-r. rder of the tan:-, ‘'nless there nre alternate routes or terrain suitable Tt
for de':orment off the roed, the rsnistence of tanks oam not b relied - :

uron as the disabling of one tank in a critiecal point, will definitely otop
a toni a‘_m*.

PACNCE - RN



http:pemitt.od

F@ )"

$ake s H

Lo

o
e

A’wfl‘ Fjv ! s _Z

ie
be

-
;
.‘.

~ttreis on 15 and 16 bécember to capture M7 LUNGO, S, PIFTRO, SAN VITTORE
e e L h proana 1 ant} E of SAN VITIORE,

..
o

- AutBi Ny
Initials,
Date;. 13 Deoember 1943
HQ 36th Inf Div

RESTR‘“TW %3%; & Za 9&3nm

Len iy 1/50,000, Shoetss 160-II and 161<III ) ?

Sec currcnt G-: Roports,

(veyloy, (therrise, no change, ' ,J

36th i Div |
| Atchds i

504th Pnre Inf RTC (Atohd 3rd Ranger Bm, Co "B* Sxd
Chicrt Bn atchd) .

1ot Italisn Mted Bpde :

75,16 Tonk Fn

636th ™ Ba

1st “Latoon 47th (1! Co, (OR)
2nd Chen Bn

Lhe o ovenait to ocoupy high ground U and E of SAN VITTORE owﬁimaé'wo-
erceaivel; with tik olject of corsalidating andholding Hlle 729
(OU=LET ), 687 (90 7-187) and 954 (996=204) bv daylight 15 December,

oo attack on IT LIGO will begin at 151700 1 ecember, the troope to
a.~rosch the objective 25 closely as poccible wuring darkness amd to
co timue the attack at daylight 16 Deccmber,

s ST ey kd

53¢ attock on 8, - IO will be launched at 151200 Decermber, . 'ﬂ
DIwcetioo ou stlacl: on cach objoctive as indicated on overlsy (Annex Noel)s |

Y = Line occu iad by {ront linc uni*l;s.
lList (nf ket (lesc 1st Bn)g

(L) 'fh not loss timn onc bettnlion, attocks in conjunction with tank
icit on 5 Decembrr, seises :nd holds the town of 5, FIETRD, -

pdvmcw fron the vieinity of GOLLmA TIONTICELLO into S PIETFO 'ith.
or closcly follawirg, the tonks,

M
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(2) umm‘;@m with 13 1 Inf Regh on the righte
1208 Inf Beghs

LUNGD, 3% will protast left flank of the Division from
Olmnncmm'.mtmkm&bm. A

(2) mmmmauwmummmm.
1i3xd Inf Regt (Atehd; Cots "C" and "%, MM‘):

Q) cont.imea to resh progreesively west along ridge from R4l
oocupy H41)l 729 (960=180), This objsctive to be oansolidated
daylight 15 Dscember, lMachine gms and mortars to be emplaced
direct fire onto ground between 8, PIETRO and 8, VITTORE by that
time,

(2) Attacks in conjurotion with attack of Co "A® 753rd Tank Do st 151200
Decenber, Capture of high ground W of 8 FIETRO, Premred to
attack to eapture S VITTORE on Diwion order, : j
(3) Maintains oontact with 504th Pare Inf Rot on the right,
(L) Supports the attack of Co "A", 753yd Tenk Bn initially by fire, i

504th Pare Inf ROT (Atohd; 3rd Renger Pu, Go "B", £31d Chem Bn atehd)s W'

(1) OContimue to hold Hill 950, Ocoupy and hold Rill 954 by daylight
15 December, Oocumandholdmllmwdaymum..

(2) Matrtain contact with 45th Inf Div on right,

15
a‘ ¢

2
i

(3) Protect rirht flank of Division,

1st zd Bgde (Italdan)

(1) Attacks after daylicht morning of 1¢ December on Diveion oxder to.
copture, and hold H411l SA3, and to mop up slopes of MT LUNGO eest of
96 coordinate line,

(2) Be rrepared on order to occupy and organise for defense west ard MW
slorea of IT LUNGO relieving elements of 1.2nd Inf Regt,

(3) 1leintein contact with Lilst Inf Regt on the right,
(b) Bgde Arty on 15 Deoember support attack on 8 PIETEO by planned fives |

mklslopeeofmwm;ndonﬂmm. Otherwise direct suppesd
lst Mtzd Bgde,

-2 t@“ﬂ!ﬂ?rg

b §isbit e

15
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753rd Tank Bai RESTR“}TE"

(1) Co "A" wvassing road bend ot (009=150) at 151200 December, advanoces
along rood into S, i ILTRO from the east, Blocks entrances imto
S, I'ILTRO from the south, north end west in conjunction with
occuvition o: town by lilst Inf Regt, Assists attack of 1li3rd
Inf Regt to capture the high ground north and west of SAN PIETRO,

(7} Co "B" 753rd Tank Bn from present positions suprorts sttack of Co
"A® on S, FIELIRC by fire on hostile AT puns near S, PIETRO and on
IIE slo'es of LT LU'.GO,

(3) Co "C", 753rd Tenk Bn from resent location rrepared to move along
Uip,hway 6 on Division order to firing vositions in vicinity of RJ
at (957=153) from which it can support the attaek by firing on
tarpcts north of Highway 6 and west of S, PIETRO,

36th Div Arty (Reinforced by Groupment "D", Carns Arty)s

(1) 27th FA Bn = direct support of lilst Inf Regt,

(2) 132nd FA Bn, reinforeed by 155th FA Bn = direct support of li2nd Inf '

Regt. |
(3) 133rd FA Bn, veinforced by 69th FA Ba = Mcuppmotmw
. Regt,
(») Bn]stng Bn, reinforccd by 9lst FA &\-MOW 504kth Pare

(5) All artillery give priority to supmort of lilst and 1AJrd Inf Reghs
on 15 December,

636 1 Bu: ’ ~

(1) omanwinposiuonmareommmwmzyotwu .
attack of attaek of Co "A", ﬁkdh&hlvmnnonm
targets in 8, PIETRO and on the high ground N and B theresf, '
m«mn1mp‘motmmamumn‘nuum

(2)-mmdutmammmum¢1mu WM”“
utﬂSOoP"A"'ISBNmetm“mmtt. sul-q
o o PIETRO, i

(3) Prepared to displace to nnn.. positions alomg Rigtamy
¥ LIKOO on Bivision order, A ‘

111th Engr Bns
(1) Construst Widge en

Opnhim:6.~n:
Pocsuber,
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: inf Rert sres, Cleor
1io wicn occu ied,

L LT T,
LI D Y o,

e
(3, st i ¥s on s L0 and T Uy 108 0agrIl ag 800 A58 our Lrooe
2O 4 GBI
e O o Tau
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e avite

Arncxus:

Annex
£FONCXK

Adn ©

. . . a . ] A
Lo ot 131y 1ilst

3

Lo oo e e code N TN PG ey e b 14=i5 Decenber,
Qg U0 oty elirol L M lst Tt Regt b HE only on 8, VLT
- L, wrhar e ture (73, IW gawrsl su ort of lilst
CTLiArd o Tepts, o .nce vhe tk sloesef Y L GO from fidll 343
o one L (994=158) Sros 1000 to 140 on 15 Decenbir,
Ine Rerty
iy obaer thor horpassice flres whilth contimic ae at
% besin unlid (he retus) attaek is lsunehed Ly .
Thi - i7 to nvold losc of sccrecy and sur-rise,

Sceaer o wvwinmt nnd erdoective econeralaa t in forvnrd ayess
Strecood Iy all anive rior to ottack,

N~

ha

JoSu s ori iy

4
—

- res of vorters and artidlery avold blocking field of
D s north and cost of !'I' RUTU IO with smoke,

nooad

le SoOC At Grder,

™ ort dis-i-corert ~nd loontion oi' forword CP's = no chonge,

ALER
Krj Gen

~alkor
WAL LR
=3

.0 1 = Cverlay,
.0 i == Arty  lon

. WEEEW coRiCTED


http:of:l\'ct:i.ve

® @

HEADQUARTERS THIRTY=-SIXTH INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO 36, U.S. Army

1l December 1943
ANNEX NO, 2 TO FO NO, Lo

1, See FO No. 4O, Headquarters 36th Infantry Division,
2, 36th Division Artillery, reinforced, supports attack,

3. a. 131st FA Battalion, reinforced by 91st FA Battalion, in direct
=  support of 50L4th Parachute Regiment,

b, 133rd FA Battalion, reinforced by 69th FA Battalion, in direct
support of 1L3nd Infantry,

c. 132nd FA Battalion, reinforced by 155th FA Battalion in direct
support of 142nd Infantry,

d. 27th FA Battalion in direct support of 1lllst Infantry,

e. Division Artillery (L Battalions) of 1lst Motorized Brigade in direct
suppart of lst Motorized Brigade (Italian),

f. Qroupment D, less detachments in general support, (68th and 93rd Fa
Battalions).

X. (1) Direct support artillery North of Highway 6 ~ Fires a8 called
for by supported infantry N of that feature,

(2) Corps artillery and general support artillery will maintain fires
on areas shown in Tracing "A".

(3) Smoke will be maintained on N slopes of M, LUNGO from 1200 on 15
December until ordered to 1lift. No smoke to be fired east of Grid
line 96 by 155th FA Battalion,

(4) Counterbattery fire by British in S, AMBROGIO area and positions N
thereof, and by 18th and Tlst FA Brigades W and N of M. LUNGO and on
M. PORCHIA and M. TROCCHIA.

(5) (a) Startingat daylight on 15 December and lasting until 1700, the
Italian artillery in direct support of the lst Motorized Brigade
(I’oal:!.a.)-n;fl will fire on four selected points on M, LUNGO,
(9500-1415), (9570-1440), (9625-1380), (9k15-1L75),

(b) Commencing at 1800 and stopping at 1900, the Italian artillery will
fire neutralizing fires on the same selected points fired on during
the day, coordinates as given above,

(6) Corps artillery fires will be fired only in areas shown on tracing naw,

h. No Change,

HESS
5. No 6hange. Col

OFFICIAL:
/s/ Garner
GARNER
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lape: = Italy 1125000, Sheet 161-IKI M and GBGB Itely 1150000 M
II1 Venafre, DOWNGRADING COMMSTTER .-

- SITUAIItNie On 10 Decenbey the Ath Infardry Division held the
110 gercrdlly along = (lumrwnwnrlwmumm
‘Division dated 101600 to 1A1559)e

, The L3r¢ Infartyy Regiment had boon ordered to capture SAR F1ETRO,
By the aftormoon of the 1lth, it was stopped and foroed to dig in along the
ling as shown on overlay 1, It nd mm inte a strougly fostified Qeysen line -
conpisting of a scries of strong pill bomse adequatdly covered ty amtillery
and nortar fire, The regiment had rade sewvcrel asesults, but was uwmhls to
penptratc the Cerran lins,

' Ordors wore reocived by this heedguarters to msike an attack with one
uqmmmmmhmmmqmmuumm
to g-ture SAL T IITRO,

I'non roceint of orders, actuymmdedmp'mdmm
rrapie followe! by ground and aerial miuam. This geve us the following
1n.¢mntiom-

it A hill mase run ing gencrally »otelest with an
clewst! onof:'ou(’ 7 450 metcre at the jurp=off roimt, dsopring to 220 meters
at the town of SA 7 7RO, The North-Bouth ohnwmsodnm
ot Lt castern edge to approxirately 20 degrecs esst of 'IZTRQ, Sevorul dry,
styun: boca and rmllies imters-cresed the nreay, The entire ares north of the
road to the bese of lount Sammero was rmde up of terrnoss ocovered wish olive
trooo and ocyub vepotation, Torrasces aversged from threc to soven feet
wra five to twerty feot brocd, MWNMM Qimyut
1ot ;lnmoftmwmmmlmuthm&. ) terTeoes WG
8o broken up by the strean becds, guliies and socidents of tesrwin thet it
wap irvoooible to o'cmte erossoountry, A tank ocouldnot ™un from one terrese
to thc other in o westerly dircotis houb-anglonge gneistancs almost all
t.lcm,,toﬂbmt.omm«mv ‘e o .
ap obred to be feasihle to gperstef oross
fct off the wood ¢ IETRG, Visi ty b

rbout 25 vards, It hed mﬂm_d'fo rgm&m Ma -
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ROAIRs= One dirt road with four bridpes, pood for two way heavy
tpo?lc, oon ensu-xot to the town with bramch-offs of several cart and
¢o ¢ L ile ;e orrble for the usc of tonks,

AL i GG AZSSA Chse Three £1ights were mede by our S-3 Air
ovrt ¢ s 2ot a el It of 6O feet, The S=3 Air found that from east to
vt . ake 2 three (3) spen bridge at 998159 (map 1:25000), a tea (10)
foot culvert at 996159, a 15 foot culvert at 983156 and & thirty (30) foot
sia-lc o oon Lringl ot 970157, The troil at 986157 (ace sketch rumber 1)
L. Wb to towal av onred to be about tirec to four feet vide up the
verr o ce Iro Lo ven roo€ wntil the sccond terrnce was reached when it
Leoaccaed b o { bo 0 root wide ecxt treil hoving e brick retaining wall on
LLO et LliGe  IE @y cored thvt tans covld run down this trall with one
o6 Ui rord and one troelr on the terraces south of the road, It also

@.v oulible for to.ns to leave the trail and opersic on the terracoes
Lolwern Liaedrit ard Lo roed,  The terreecs to the narth side of the trail
GOre Lo ctre Eor Lone e eliib,

Baced on thx above, & revort was rode vo the Comanding
uerr U300 Todnbre Division that tanc could not be uscd erosc eountry in
co boocuion TR anbr el of Lhe WAUrG Infsnbry Repioent, The sugpestion
e oo ourte s artn: thie roacd o bredll showm on sieteh mriber 1,

. The eoo andinge poneral dircected tint one camwony be cent
Lo ob e Lope 1e500% ) and an atbiter 4 'mde with engincer assistonce to got
voooor s Ul e eon Tnthe 14 %re Infentry aren, ne coirony to north side
clRL O v lire st oort, (Bee ovrrlot norber 2),

Co.v .y M oved o tho new snrer the night Loth=llth,
CCOL L Lrnee W L lde b thie ea ey con inder andd. cfgincor v»rty of the
owne e ot G lipin 11 Deeceuber, T niost accessible -leace :
¢t ie oW Lo, lener by the ongineers, wio the road bond at 995162, A
Lot e seocceed Ire o bhio codnt ws to tix 3rd DBeattalion Corpmdd Toste It
W Lo ol Jhint 30 uon s were tedien iy enous thet it mipit be mossible to
Mol eur ot Lo by tovinygt 8l e the terroece as far as noscibley

oo L dwm Yo L aexh ong, sl S0 0

coril ws begun by the enyiineers, ot dusi, cuttinr dowm the

ol o terr eus oo thet Y cou d elimb from one terrree to the other,
Mmoo v il ms o en Lotke to Bhe Ird ntinlione One tenk started, up the

Lt le s un Liae e ke orodn, o sroond wns soft and it wes henvy poing in
Y. e WL Lon rarcher b e secod terrace, had to rako a ricsht turn,
et te ellb e the third terrdce, IU ramde threc attemnts to
. TR 2CCT e TLC round was torn up so mch by the trocks that

o %o oo ~bbe 4 e Len' sl bnell and throw ito! track, Attenrts were

coc e Wk Lo ey bl the shellings nnd aporoach of devm nrevented the

Co L o Le unrk, ‘
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' Beport was made to the commanding genersl of $he ahove
failure, A decision wms then made to attask SAN PIETRD at 12 msem Decsuber

15 by the way of the read, Mights of, 10wlith Oompany "B* moved imlo its new

m. .

) ﬁ"[ "
|
!

{

o mnm'a‘umumwmm R
General of the 36th Infantry Di A to diseuss the plams of all wih cemmube -
ers participating in the attack on the 15th and cocrdinate the liaisen, .o 4

the surporting fires, the tims of sttack, and sigmls to be wed,
‘ it was

Based on our previcus study, _ i
Company *A" procesd down the road in column to the trail junetion (Podmb A *
on skptch mumber 1), There it would break up in twe :
nlatoon contimiing to advante dowmn the road snd the next .
the treil, The last platoon to wait at Peint B (See sisteh musber 1) umtil
it wap determined whioh column had suseseded in raching the tewmy

The leading nlatoon was to to
number 1), Hers one section with the platoon leader was to turn up the trail,
proceed to D and take up an overwatohing position overlooking the towm, It ‘
was to search the North-East slope of LUNGO for amti<tmmk gums, The seeand
section was to proceed down the road to town and hleck its emits,

The second platoon Was to prooeed up the trail dep

|

;

astride the trail where terrain pemmitted, destroy nill bossss ensourtered

and then take up an overwatehing position at E, ' Ons section was to block exits i
out aof towm, , : -
- U

The remaining m.atoon\iutomn on order of company
conr ander and to be used where medod,

Request . was made for: Smoke on Mournt Lungo and the higw~ei .
ground west of §AN PIETROs; for artillery bSoncentrations in the SAN PIETHD Aresj
for direct fire suprort from liount Rotondo and vieinity; and for gnfantry
assistanoe in taking the towm and nrotecting our tanks from enssy ground
troons, . : ) .

: At this voint the quostion was brought un of road mines and !
the nossibility of the Cermans blowing the culvert and bridge within the
enery lines, If the bridges were blown and the treil was mined the tank
attagk would be stopped, Nothing eould be done about the mines
believec that two British Valemtine tanks epecially designed for bridge laying
could be obtained,

Ordore were issued by the divisjion, & eopy of which is attshed
and marked Aprendex number 1, Information was also received that two British
Valentinc tanks were being semt to company "A", A

- Orders were issued by this battalion on the lith, a ocorny of
which is atiached and marked Apnendex number 2, For disposition battalion
see overlgy mumber 2,

-3 RESTQI{?T'-P ‘. : 4 .
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Tire of attack was sct at 1200 noon because for a week !ﬂ 2
2@ st had hung in the arce until late in the roming, It was hoped this
TSR L S vb"'lr‘x be dissi-ate! by 1100, This would afford adequate
Lt Y 0 Cor dircet £9re sun ort ant at the same tirc allow the divislon
co Aoy erourd. tine to notify units of a nostronment of the attack because
i cle ot ~v tier,

The morning of the att.ck 15 December, was bright and clear,
“.oervetioe remnired  corfeet throurhout the day,

Jhe situation as it existed that moming wns as fallowste
Th.¢ cuer, occwrdcr omd dofended the town of SAL TINTRO by well consealed
o5it . "¢ bctween th(“ tam and the front line as shown on Skctch mmiber 1,
e entire crea eonus ined well placod and well coneealed rmchine gun nests
oL t6 1 et Wit ov sorbing infantr “and - orters somevhere in nosition north
oi T i, The enc:t ortillery, rortor and machinc gun fires had pinned two
bote Le ) of tte 1153 Infatry to Yhe pround, (Sec ovn fron line on sketeh
Y 'L.J"I' L. -

One baticilon of Ulst Infantry wos in nosition between

st s Lowio o 1 O miecared to attock T IETRO in cond ineti n with the tank
Lo w7 iDe Cotvorny "B" was in position on lorthern slopes of Mount
iotoring ne ca oy of tant destroyers wes in -osition on vestern slope of

I8 0% YW Wt o L Y0 VI TR W X 6

The co iy corronder of Compeny "B had asaimmed zones of

RS \'.-o relt  lrhon,  in conjunction with the S<3, who vas coordinator of
oty e t,m’ wUs oastimend o certa_.v wiber of houscs to destroy
WE 1 ociaved sze i nrtaeitd n.,  Fron vt exieriecnec and through W state-
cerie 3t W lorsm thet eit’)c.,r (}¢r an sclf-=nrope” lei! anti=tank guns or tanis
w6 e ocooeerled dn se ¢ of thero Louses, ! rocket signal wes agreed uron
See e o brendeg Loty o Lhe M4dst and Gomrony "B for Commany "B to

CL.JC &7 e .

Cor . o division artilier f{ired "t scheduled fires, The
Ll w0l e dne enshoporo the Liie neared HeHour when hesvy concentration
o T he Lhe T TG arcae Thicse conecntrations cast of SAL YISTRO
v chidted ower delour to the west in orler to erit clesr observ tion for
Somvel CTrio oY Cooamy "IM, 753rd fank Boattaliorn and Cormeny "A", 636 Tank
Do upyor rote Love Tormt unge was sanked vrior to H-lleur, :

Co =y " hod reecived the two Hritish Valentine bridge
S b Lhe o il re oondly one ox which was in oper-ting corditions A
cran A\t o amta oo Sroe. o v CY to o erate the Valentine in the attadc,
e ocrvw ord Jh o herre to Lo LS o oration,
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~ At 1100 15 Deosuber, Compary "A" moved from iAs assemhly
areg in the following orderse . '

Platoon lsader, 2d Platoon

Flatoon leader, 15t Platoon

British Sank

Company Commemderf's tank ‘

One tank, lst Flatem 2 B
Two tanks, 3rd Flatoon , ~ ' '
2&-: st Flateon

One tank, Flatoon

Five tanks, and Flatom

It reached the road bend at (009=150
move tank crews had been briefed on the entire overation,
thot: they might have to operate on either rosd or trail and were given
detailed instructi ne as to their missions Af serarsted frem their platesns,
The 3rd and 1st Flatoons were interlaced in the columm so that whem the turn
off point was reached at A (See skebch mumber L 14 be 84
the mroper distances and be able to advance practically abresast of eash .
other, It was estimted that this msthod would keep tanks in beth platoons em
the move during the eneny shelling and planing of mortar fires, The British
tank was to stop on the east side of Bridge mumber 1, if it wea’t blown,
and allow tanis to bypase it, On orders from the Company Commmnder $he
British Valentine was to retum to the assembly ares, ‘ .

At 1145 Commany "B", 753rd Tank Battalion and Compeny "A%,
636th Tank Destroyer Battalion, opemed fire on assigned targets, Five wms min-
taimed until tanks reached right limit of fire (See sketch mmber 1) and
Infaptry of lilst Infantry sigmalled by rocket to oease fire, One nlatoom of
Company "B" ocovered the northeast elop of lungo by fire, Sporedis fire was
maintained on areas and targets cutside of the attack o OCompany "B*
caught heavy oounter battery fire in its area btut su’fared no casualtiss,

At Helour Company "A" orossed the line ef dsparture (roed .
bend at (009=150)) with sixteen rmedium tanks and one British Valentine
Treadwny Bridge Tank, The road to I'IETRO, out out of the side of the '
nountain, wes steep with mumerous, winding tums, On the right side of the
road the stone retaining wall of the terrace formed a tank obstacle, The
left side of the road was a sheer embankment too prescipitous fer tanks,

The moverent down the road to point A (See sketch number 2
was without ingident, No eneny artillery fire was received, Undoubtedly = -
this was due to the effective smoking of Mount Lungo,. ’

At point A (Sketch mumber 2) the lesd tank (Tapk mwber 1)
moved up-the trail, It had a diffiscult time trying to mowe up this trail
becanse it was too narrow for tank trecks, In its attempt to alisb up, 4%
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crey ol Lo tomvee ret Lone wnll to cnable the tank to finally
. 1
. : [¥]

o w0 L Lertocee ot vms radiod bnek to the Corpany
: fordl w o a5 bie,  Trw: monber 1 received instructions

Conloww ™ Ao toerprees to Lhe treil tirt would be fessiblo for

L v 1 svecceded in breakinges through o the tradl but found it

Loorrue o Bhe teeil, The ton retmed to oinu A vhere

ptimet” o Lo rocced dotm tix terricen tommred FIFTRO to assist the

reccac L Lowne  (Sce aiteteh taxadx e £ for routc tolion by

e Ii Yook it muiber 1 thirec ho rs to reach roint ¥, It had

oA s YT one terreee to snot.or ond ot e —oints

e s Ty s b Lo credi, b7 red on s dectroyed

"
')

frothe edie of Low it .\,'_u::“,x_' “nel sur rised five
Tle Bl Lz i o Uhe rroute ALl five vere hit
A A SR G 3 WA SR e W t-’h r¢ o onerp crvoniel wmc
- EPUEERE AR DU S neer oo, dlietirs casurlties,
5 IR PO TSR « SRR E A § I‘C: ched oiab ke By
Ll De Trnin e ordered to rebum Le point A,

ool ae Db ot il ot ofrt Ay trnk noe 2
w1 Dy e bridpe rrred ase 1 oou Shicten 7 < follswred by

e Y "\ “oune vl v drloet oo opoeecded acrons the
Wooe Ty oadie o over v by st of L rond cost of the
Uooonan o im0 B osdtor crossing toe bridpe hit

T ol nekl e Lie craev rerpined in tae ton't and wms
Coa
-

Ny o R SRR L"r:L:,; mn the torreees nbove, Uhe nlatoon
A AR Y U PGV o S0 Lo woe o ue ond roceed on the
Ve gy i U B a8 t ono Jorithot ineidernte Tonki no 3
! oy ere Lo bt vt 1he teil o the u or trail
( L ~ .)o
o WS, eon cnds e g derleared Geran Ve IV tons in

e e oty torethor it the 1eort tirL the
o R e Lo clr e 2oy fonn T Lo peuiete wro radiod
Tt i Ty e ey an co ey Yiger orected the seehin
b e sl oy T i e o4 0 upe lown i werc
ooy unie o U e peeand ranc Iy ot int ot nek oy
LT n rbe ol e tree oo e repbhenstern clo ©

- e

FURNUR SO S QS USROS VRRC SO SRR SRR VS SEGD & o ST R &

. : X war My emoe s ot o sy reechune volot DAt
R R SN CU S T S S5 A3 S SRR £ 79 ,t‘ C oy vy Y0

RN il N Huoerved oo ¢ of Lic crcw ivoave the
oo es i Loty Laewt o oo n slrmched voou 4Af thedr

. .- a - - ; :

SR L roecoe T ee bovm ond doldn Uioe troons

Lot ooale Ore ched) enbirte” thie turrct

vl are Aot s nrs ¢ und et of Lo Leddre ot
Lot g St b et nbe Tlaner A wms
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destroved, Some erew members were able to escape frem the tank, o .’j

Tank no, 5 was hit by three shells from the lsft front, One® 4
shell rcnetratod. the turret and two shells emtered the left side, This tank {
burst into flames and was destroyed, The driver and assistant driver escaped, |
The driver clirbed to the turret to assist the tank commnder and gun orew oub ;
throug!: thc turret, This driver pulled the tank comrander half way through the |
turret vhon the body broke intwo, Me saw the gunner whose clothes wers begimning |
to burn, move, The driver dropped the dead tank commmnder, grabbed the gunnes ;
and houled hir. out of the tank, He was unable to gct the aseistant gunner besaus¢ -
by this tire the flsmes were coming ocut of the turret, ' f

when tank noe 6 moved up to by-pass the British tank, hit a .
riine, Tnnk no, 7 tried to by-pass No 6 ard hit a mine, Tank no, 8 tried to ‘
mush no, 7 off the road in order to pass through and hit a mine, —

Tank no, 9 tricd to pish no, 7 and 8 out of the road without :
sucecos, It then tried to climb the terrade to the right, This failed, :

Tank no, 10 = Company Comnander's tank, had in the meantime acted
on tiic radio rerort received from Tank no, 1 that the trail was imrassible by .
orierin: the tanks of the 3rd nlatoon to follow the lst platoon,

Atter Tank no, 1 rcported its success in moving across cowRtry :
on thec terrrnecs, the corrany caumnder ordered the 2nd platoon to move up the o
truil st A, They were to follow the tracks of tank no, 1 and carrp out the mission, .
Tamk no, 12 tried severnl times to climb the tcrrace, It turned over on its side
coisplotely blocidng the treil, .

The nlatnon leader in tank no, 12 dismounted « ran up the tud
to no 13, and brought tank Mo 13 up to the trail to try to climb the terrace at i
the junction, The tank threw a track, T }

By this ¢irc the company cammander . ad heard over the radie
whot hod ha r¢ned to tenks no, 12 armd 13, He ordered «ll reraining tanks to
tures eround and follow him, (tonk no, 10),. ' ;

- Tnnk no, 11 backed un on its turneerourd, It slirped off the "
cribankient, dropped five fect off the road, and turmed over on its side,

Ever since tank no, 2 hit a mine, enemy artillery amd mortar
shelic £61l in the vieinity,

Tank no, 10 in backing up the road, hit tark no, 13 and nocident.]y‘
set it back on its thrown track, The cormany corrander directed no, 13 to remin
in »ociticn and cover tanks knocked out,

‘ Terks Ho. 14, 15, 16 on orders from the commpany commander, had
bosked un to the Regimertal Aid Stetion and gone up and over the terraces to find
"notiher route tirough the front line, Due to the soft ground and rarrow ledges
o LI terraces, tonks no, 14 and 1§ threw their tracks, '

‘ Tank no 10 ani 16 tried to find snouther way sround 14 and 15,
[cy moved s sham in sixtchs Lo 10 wes stonped by a ravine,

o I ¢
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o 1“\ . birce dorimaos wns anvronching,  The coamerny commndery
ooty L It wTer e X3 Lo witidraw Dic over-ting bonis to the assembly
LI Toae Llell ower et noe 1 {o return, pic 1 the crcw of no, 2,
. " U S D R BRI e erotr of the Tritish tonl, 6,7 and 8 amd
. . L T e e 9 g havings Srouhle with ite oﬂ nressure, It
Ol o e e oo Por 'zzz_n,c:*")ce.

e L Y rturned as chovm o 3.obeh, in cciins dowm the
v oty Al serbaurl ounced off noe 14 keening it werici curtdl 4t

* - e

C b winiT, Jour bhmite roturned to the asverbly crea, with
L4 0wk elon o0 wrt of toe erew of the Dritish tenk, The three missing
oA Qs SR TUN G VET S U i:;‘:’- :,'.. l#-. 5.

Crawe 2 7, Cp Ty €y 11 2nd 12, were evecuated because of the i
- N VIR SIPOUGNI ¢ SSUED Lt '-..L. Louc ~f tlese tans were ‘n a pocition to mut
' o om0 Ter et ove nor Surndch sny fire surrert tor the W43:d

il I e WUWLIE 4y oy T, onT wcrc &y ged to an cxtend recuiring a rajor

v ;;. oz e gy Lo Lrdnp on their oide could not be usel by the ememy,
S eitish bon e Doxed ‘n by 2, €, 7 and € end could not be rnoved, Theee
Lo e oL desur o cd by beeausc 1t was belicved we could salvage them the

Co-xgy "B" wos dircete! to —yovide rroteocting fires around .
13 e oy Sy Ty vy 11 enid 17, The infamtry on the hill south of the area
o as.ce Lo robeet G tanks during the next day fram eneny natrols, by
£C e Sun fire,  Request wes made for interrittent nachine gun firos during
the v,

e Rl

. A crcw vms laft in tonk no, 14 tn vrovide intermittent mllnl
(. Jires on the terocos to the ripght of tonis 2, 6, 7 and 8,

e indontry attaek, which had jumped off around 1230 from MT
1 14 rezehed the southiern 5lones of S, IETRO, There its attack was stopned
e veeldne gan nd mortar fire, :

1

. Tic 140rd intomtry, which had expeoted to attack as soon as
the . recsure had been reldeved by the attack and infartry attack from the
soull. o INInG, was waable Yo move, _

The tank corrany, because of road mines and bad terrain, failed
in ite ricoione It had anticipeted road mines on the main read but hoped to
suecced along tic trail {from "A" to the town, Had a nlatoon gotten up the trail
and omxrrted cross courtry as no, 1 did, it is believed the area could have been
eleaned v =nd been oble to assist the LAilst Infamtry in Saldng the town,

Thc battaldon: wos not able to salvage its tanks uwntil e
night ot the 17th vhen IETRO was taken over by the 1lA3yd Infantery, mt‘
out of the désabloed 12 werc destroyed,

An inspection of the PIRTRD area showsd the aren W w
bocby trip-ed and mined with all known types of enemy mines,
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