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I!Ell.D~UNtmRS 
'/53HD T..4.NK BATT.il.LIOil (Ii) 

A.ro 7001 1I2i7 York, :;.7.,
.30 Aueust 19h3. 

SUBJEG'r: <.J;:Je:~"ations of 753m. Tank Datt<:.lion (Ifi), in SiciHan Ga.mpaign. 

1'0 : 510 .:l.djutwlt General, Wasltinglion, D.C. (thru channels). 

:,APS1 It;::.l:,', 1/100,000, GaGS No. 4164• 

..:... 'l'his battalion loaded on 1ST's at La Goul.lette for amohib~Ol2S _<?I?~'<.:.tion
agaillst:iicUy. Results of battalion operations in d:lartJ form as .J..o,LLom~. 

10 J& 1943 

ll<Jompar:y lIe unloaded on lIBlue rl beach, .l~ miles' southwest of S. Croco ~ri.n.a,
at 1600, anJ yrent into un assamblp position 200 yards north of the beech. 

11 J;llY
; 
1943 

Company HA, /I 1.mloaded on SQJZl.e. beach at 0030. Co,(y:-.any liB II a..'1d tile .BatUicn 
Coram.,md Group were unloaded b'-J 1230, and assEIllbled 200 )rard.s north of the Lo~:c:la 
1fea.lllflhile, orders wpre received to a ttc::.ch oriC conpony to tho 3rd.. nne J 157't11. Ill.£'. 
Regt. Cora:).:l11Y C Vias deG~,i1ed, and iepartO<J ut 6500. Division ordered the b2.tt::lion 
to take tW <211 4ss ernbl¥ c,osition at Comiso. 'nlC battalion, less Cor!)a;ly liC'i, • :av-ed 
out at 1.510. ra1ile en route, orders v<ere received at J.6O!; to sand one 00:::)1.."1::." "/:,0 
a posi'Ucn G1Jiles west of Vittor1a.. to assist tho 8200. Airborne Division. :-~O:mlXl:qy
"Btl was det",dled. At l630, orders arr.ived by mounted massenaer to send nil ~l'\-Q.i1-
able tanks to the seotor west of Vittoria. '!he battalion, less Cam:'),micD iii: 'i Q,nd
"C", movocl ilJIJC4:1ately to the area, taking up a POSition 6 miles v.uct of \Ji::',:oria 
at 1800. Upon ar.r:l:val, verbal. orders were issued for the battalion to J.l'O) :.nck :into 
an asscnb~ }osition It miles west of fittoria. 'lUis W"cl.S accomplishoLl [d;, 2COO. CO. 
I'B", upon ccmpletion of its mission, rejOined the battalion in the ne~i' Ul'UQ ~:t 2400. 

C~I)any "Ctt, having been released &an )rd. Bn., ~51th. Int., re,:joi.lw" tLc 
organizat.ion at 0700. At 1645, a~ ." .. attaOlleCl to the 16oth. In.E'. :;" a:.::sistin the attack on Biscari. 

l;3 Ju.1J ~ 

Orders received at 1200 to move the battalion to an area. 5 miles northoD.:Jt of 
Vittor:i.a. At l4oo, Com,;J[;:W !fAil ','Jas attached to the l?9th. :rn.t.1 and d8pal~tod at 
1500. 1bo battalion, less GOIll1')Cll1ies "A" ani "D II , moved. out at :1.615, arrivJ..nc in i',mnew area at. lU.30. 

lL. July 19'43 

DiG,,"o!~iticn of CO~:l)anies illl.1! and "Bn unchan.:;ed. Atl030, one p1a!:,orm ol' 
was diS}.)£l'ccil ci to assist COU1')(ll'lV" :'J. H. At 13,0, t.he batt"lion ','.'US or:' .:::C.: ..fQM'rclrr;:':l:Y:'i.,.'~:)li:Jh '.:"' ".t .(:'.6J3J • 'l":'li,;; ','.:':~,: ;lccomplisheJ at 160').<.::< 
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l;6 July 1;''4..3 

Cotr:c_.l,l.:~;~:::;!, tj anJ ,'~'" r':;Y'JrteJ to l.::nt.'<l1on control. At (,).30" ~}lO ~, ; _.•~.,:I}l'~ 
'Wa6 ~ to U:JVe l m:Ueo oust at Biscari• .i.L~il1g O'Jt lilt 1030, tl:c 71.:::'. ~,~,',,;_, :n.a 
1'CQ.(Jhed at 1,:!.x>. ~n ur:t"1VW.1 \~u;all;f nc" was Jotlliled. to assist tho l_f::::. ~'.h.. 1730, ow,~ ".fi·' '"'~arted to joi."1 the 70th. ~:ank !Jatt...1Jon, li~t. 11'L1.\tia:ton,
a8 ~: "~, Jiv4....9ian .. 

.JJ JuJ,y 19h) 

. At l,},) ,~Le jj3.tt,;~lion, le36 Corl;)(U'/,ieS I!,~ I; an1 'IG", :.:.lOY&J into £l,);:;~',..l_(~'J
t lldle 'M)::.;-t/ ;f G;,~~0}Ctta. Company It:>, '1M re.l.e*~soo !'roIl tJiD lS~?th. il,: j 'ud 
"-duteJ.;J' 0.:, t~cC::l:l ,; t/) V <e l[;Oth. I11f. 

l'otJit:~... JI.lD of ';\' un.. 'lUI' C<I!1 ·P.IUC-:j ~};lchan.'{ed .. Go. :t,'.'t 1;:; nan .-i.:. :;(; ." 
an maintell<.~.lC.~ v::' voh::1.c·J_C,;. Batta.1i.O~l Gl' st.!Jl 'et Calt:.ene::::HJtt,a'. 

Disno~;~,~., ,I] of 'iii' {~n'. "Gil orsr:.)Ql1l.en :uuil.aJ:'lt,"I'Od. Ci' at Cal.tanoe:\, tt..... ~1l:.:.001 
the battali .. ; '.::>; orde):>.:ci~nt.') n..'"l as"e;';b1;,- nroo at 0)3$%3. Z;:oving 0111,i ~rL ::.J:f:',
'tho new e. ,;<) ,n:j (Gl!ch:)<:~, t 21,30. 

~~~ July 19!~. 

jt OOJO~ the ~t.~~1.U:!J;~ COJ.1l~~liea ,Y!!1! "D tf , and e:;·~~~'.J;? ,.,:' ,.,.lIeU.. t7u:..D8OOO2S. Can -cm;y ftc I T.'il" ral.lavO(. f'.I:oo';t ....~<J 1 t:)tn. In!." ani jol,ne.l Li;r.} "',; ~ c'.'. _
~t~. 
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d".tId at. ll.)O to ~ 

!1 J'9=l19iJ,l 

l~"~ I1BII ar.d "C" ~. OF ~. 

t1l.' .. tM l80bh. lAt. 'DIe rear _iJl,(,,~ ,dA".l 
_"~.~.• ot~ 

. ~. '. ,; " "),. '.' 

!I ~ulf l~ 


".~~" of "I"'" KO,f COO1,::~ -baneed. Also CP. 


~...lfSL 1St) 

. '. ....... '-Clt ~ J.n Gatlil ~,f'.>S1tJ.gQe. ~ "ill) taPf."&lin t4t....i;> 
~_ .. .,...r.. 

29 cJW 1943. 
.',' ~...... 01 :...,.. "S* 18.lehoni...-.c1. Ga::t:~ "C" -.wr.td 1rlto natkliQn G' . '.',;'~~ 

.. J.6.;JO. ' 

12 "'Yi: 1,9!,~ 
C ,=': ......,..... bBttKllion at l6OO. !he dU7 was ~t .:.U , ,:._i'Xi:';;:~,

.,iD8t.lrl. -.. 

.............. ~ t" 11"""" .- \·,"t....,'I .. - to ' ..., ~~""\ '>(1
,1.t .t~ '..-. re~".... a 4t.7VV ... JllO'¥e ~le w 1A'4.MoU' an 8rQL &t , ...... , ...J"_.),. ,. 

P.I'el*'(i.t.1QpI .". ..so to aDft out, earq the ne:.!t 1IO~ 

1'~ 12'" 
7M b(.::;;tallon ........ Q1zreet ce.utrol Of n ~ at 0600. ~ ":!':" .a.t

O6l.S, b ~_ at ClJ·~ .. NIl.~ at 10)0. _ ... #tAli JIOw:rted t.::i bt.;:,i..iUlGB 
oc.atI"Cl, lii:::d JIDY8d .. an area at 03332Ol. 

~ .!5!!'t. 19iW 

trIO t..(., 1 • .Jllion dsvurt.9j at. 06h!5, d.tib Qt'dare traa II CoIpe to OOCU~.q ~ ~ 
at C.3Jj201~ ':.111 destbrat~ .. reaOhod at llOO.. aDd ~ ...... maJe to :~i~t~~ .. 
.t.J.me 1~ "l'tll .... Hoavy ..wateancOi~S to be ~. 
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~.., J.!Q 
':"he 1;x,:t.taJ.1cm 18 -..v-, -.ept tar t!Ia ~ echelon, 1Ibiah ... (.tl t.~ 


olltalc~ o£ Jpei"l1ap. lIaintal.. la 'beSJJc oarr1ed aD U jUDDned. 


hA~2!J} 

lfaiDtc.'1Q8CO aD! ott. l'C1ltJ» act1dUes earned on. 

2.AUjUSt 19!t.1 
~:ra'"~ "All, YIIL8 attacbad to tb.e Jtod. Iataatl.7' llt'd.er;fx4l,

u4 ct.. .' at 1100 to 3'0111 tMt. argaJd.za1r.iOn at [')Qll,tetanct. 


6.:A~t .1SQ 

I4.sposiU. of )rd.. l:.<atoon, ~ ft"tt, 18aohAD~ 


l.A\t§!!!: W 

Ii.'•• _. ~tioa 	 ItAIlI '''an~.of )rd. pla..,. Co. 

6 Auzea.t ~1&l. 

1t:&W ..... ~ II!". p&rtic.1paW sa apld.b1Dua operat1on 111 oonjuact1Oll
wI"'.3Id; I'&Y.tllloa'; ReaU1t8 VIlkno'wn at. presem.. 

9 AU(U8t 19b.1 

CCIIIjI.paJV' 1:-~ at 0600 to joiu tbe )rd. D1Ti..,ion. 'lb:bd plattlan" -.lo. -.-...~. .....~	to Jr~.t .;;1v18loh. 


!? AUJrUS!, l2hJ 

DUrpOC1t1Qa ., "Un COIlliAll'lY' llllchar4l«i. '!hird plat~ C~ "AU, 111 i~bqaNa a ~ s.n ste.tano. 

. 	 II f\:uKJat }-~l!l 
0;•.~ has .~ Itn II p&rtio1patcd jn an .aph1b1ous C»peratiQn \:.;.sr:il'&g 


the D1Jht of JUtgut lO-lJ.. ~ d(l1t was atf~ to the 1S1tb. Xn1'. llt ~ 

:tMrQJ, \Nt 8~ :In .. bi:vouac area aw.a1tiDg further ercSeN.. 

~ 4upat. lfIQ 

J:~ Officer troa w. ~1. ftS~ that ~~ ft!3lf 108_ M il<!njqJ,
at. .'~ -.e deet.Jtco'ed _ • atM. . 

!l.tr!I!!Q 1241 . 
OtfPPCUV '''C U ~t n"orta fr,:a l~th. W. tIa,,, .furthuo ~ 

Open.U. SoG pIa.., but. C4'le 	platoon is to ataacl by uatU the 14th. 

=!4AUfIU!t~ 

At lS.tS.. one plat.oce tr~ ~ "0" lett, to jo1n tbe lS7. lDf'.. J~i.r.. Q11. eaph1bl" ... O;,">8fttion. 



.. .. 


<, :" • 
, (u;'-.iJ• .,..faa ~1)t. Dtf., anoth.. platOQll 'i\lr '-IV "0" depctWa' 0600' 

to paxid.o1lC-''. ;ptphSl')!na opemtion. 

16 A..'!et 1943

1....,. ~J~ions, etc., carr1edan throQglDut the daft 

1,( ~ 1943 
.' ~. 

lloGiae ......', paofol'MCl by al.1 personnel.' Campaign ried at 093Q. , 

,2.' __+ 

i. . .' (a> ...... ~ the ea.t.tre C81Ip&1gn the 1I9ather was olear' ond-.m. 

,Cbl ~i ' ~ the :ln1tial laul1q at 081IIr:lna tha battalion eIlOOl81teJWi 
" ...... sand dunea for a'battt the 11J.oat mUe.the tr at f.em Up of the 
, .,lld. tt. area- arOUDd B1soar.t. an4 Camiso A:1rf'1el.4s wero su:1tahl.e for 

taak ..at.:1.oM. After that tba terrain was "IeI7 mount<!inO'\l5, conf'1rd.nl 
the ___ tte roads moot of the 'bime. 

(0) IltiifaW ~ oasual:ties (1ntl\ding prisoners)1 Est:imatEKl 2SO ld.lled,
W:lO 'CNlPt1ll'ed. 	 ' 

, (el) B8tirMted 10CIII of ~matariel. 28 tankB, 80 1IheelooVt:}idcJ.es. 

(e) oar lH.. 1a .. and mater1ela4ue 'fie ...-;y act1an.1i .. ldllcr 0ZJIl officer an4 5 enlisted men~ 
2 capt.ure4t ~1~.' 14,~, 'anJa" (~ desu-oyed) I 6S otbIr ~••• 1 half-track destrored by m1De. 

(I) 	Loa~ in MIl d ..ter1e1 due to aco1dent•• 


~}~ :=-~ 8

(i~ Veld olall. None 

(I) 	~'alplofment of the Battnlim.· Durjng the ent:lJ:te oampaip 
tlds battal tea 1f&8 never aaployed. 88 a ~. Ilach tcmk 0Ul~ .... 
"1nt'~ w1t.h an aaault glJrl sect~ .-rtar MctionJ med.ical .... 
tao__ O'CIIIp08ed of one ~ton, 0IIt hal.f-1;r" with a 100d,.·, ot4ew 
sud ..,.. add Jlet'l, aD4 a section of Batta) :ten IlltintellanOe. 'DuzoUaa tba 
~ t.l.y. deiYs the re1n:toroed tank .~ were attacbed to • 
uMult 1ntantry battalions. When tbt 1Ut~ ran into ....~ 
81t.1onJ sUGh as _chine gun emp~... aJW)red veh1.cl., .. tank 
cxqpaqy 'R8 811 land to n&iutral1ae this rNj........ ~ 1;orlDlid .... 
~ wen due to the suitab1l.1t;r ot~.· ~ tor tank aetUa., . 
fblo;ever, the rema.1n:ler of the ~gn ..._mountainous country .. 
the tanka were employecl aa a l"GMrft tor. ~ uaault 1n1",'ll.~7 bat,tal1-, 
~.~ecl • 'n1tulltattc.arr pU1 beau, sUpport art;~llar;y, or .. a 

-s­
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reserve in ca. 01' aD ~. a"tack. lbe steep mountain slopoo made it 
pract:i(talq Ulposs1bl.e tat.' tanka to 'Cat off of the road. 

(h) 	Jlaintenancea Tank motors bad a ~ to heat up wh110 cro:miuc the 
sand dunes during tha beach land.1.ng. '!he treacherous mounta:lll roads cmsr 
wbJ.ch the tanka had to traftl. necaes1tated going in first ani seo<Di gear 
most ot the um.. 'J.'tds caused tha JIOtora to ove!lheat. Also~ ;<,lrl..l.e deooond­
ing these mounta1ns, the RPJl ot Juh,e motors 'WOuJ.d be antir~ too .w.an. 'b 
Ot'8bination ot thea. conditicn8 abortArled tbe life of the :;rotors ~ 
a~, am. neoeesitaW putting in a larp number of now l;DtorO a.t the au! 
of the campa.i.p. steel ~cks were total to be more nnitablo than rubber 
tracks dur1~ th:ie campa1pe 'l11I steel l..aated mucl lO!1r:er, and a£1'brdecl 
much more traction when going aron oountryI eapecially aver VfII!Y neep
terrain. 

JOSEPH G. FELBlim, 

Lt. Colonel, '153rd. Tan!: Bn. (llh 


C<Jnntrulding 
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DUB!' 

CoIiIpe'V' M.A.-, 1SlJIId. '!Uk nn. (1::) 

J6 "'- W 

.:.>.rl:ftd pert of Anew l$hO and loaded em LST 7 at 2200. 


n JIme 19JJ;l 

. ~ LSt 1 JWt, of .&new. 


28 June 194.} 


ll.f\ ~ of ..., sailed for 'l\Il1a ... 


~ JuDe 19!W 

0.1 beaN LS'! 1 _ ..... 110 Tun1a. 


JO ~ 12!U, 

Q 1 'bou4 181' 7 _ route to Tun1D. 

1 Jug 194) 

AT1Ye:l at J.t& ~• .tart of iq.J Zrld. and. )rd. 11&--' di.tt~laed and 
~*,to"""'". 

~ ,Juli( 19l.tJ 
.'Joe.rd LST 1 • route to 1mwI1cm or ;.)1c1q. 

11 July ~94,} 

·.l.load.td GO Ifhlue'l beach at vole. llarchod to Ootdeo 'ria tndl to" ~.~h 

_~ieJJ.:.;l.J a.r-. 200 ~ 8Outhrt'0f3t of Cc.u.1so. 


12 J;\!;J{ l~ 

:... it Cordao l.6Q) t.. V1~. t\MIk poa1t.1Ga ~ of II:1a~ 1.1.5" .3 I_at at 
Vit,tc~~ .. .'f. to stoy ..., 'bnak thIeugb line. No acU.ca. 

*" ~t& 12hl 
Ij;,nd to 1Iup'l9l't 179th. Intantr;r JltO"ring Up fro. cadao Airport. -:,0· f~~. 

A:~G1s'~! iaf"aDtry adwnce with little eetton untu 2200. W1tJ1dNtr W,\(; 1:.di8 beb11WS 
front :'!.ne or ,3!'d. BattaliV!l f_ night. 

14 it& 191tJ 

;.g.,. up at ~ to intez~.., __ a~)rd. Ba;tt.a..1.J.au.. iZnookod 
out 0410 Yark VI and tour JIark IVa 'f1hile aa~ tbl int... Jt:oVrJ ~ ....
"'tr:... maeh1De suoa. clear1ng trou\ of ~. Bn. iVe ua.i 4 ... t ;11;:a. ~t 
ent.f.re l~ '4:1 at front l1De, and reoe1ved ~~ art1llezy n.r.. !he e.~wv suf£erod 
no cc.:~,".;lt1aG, but lost one \sDk. WJ.tbi:rew it mUe for night. 

http:ent.f.re
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15 tl!l t?93 
1.:#td Vp beldad IN. Ba•• 179tb. Inf., &beNt 2~ nUas aouth 0::' ~J;rq l2h, 

aoutbe . .lut tit 0e1~. 

~ t!!l.l12!+J 
uJlJ,.eved trta atV4b .at to 179th. W., ulllarOhe4 .. to pos:LtJ.on 1 K 

..,..t or B1aoar1........in 1910 to j01l1 tile l..a\. liIfaaV7 Dlvut;ton at 
UaZilC'Lna, NaC~ theN _ t4OO. 

~~ Jug l$tl 
. ili:rved fttca lat. DiY. or to Barl:'atranca Oboe. Attaebed. to end. jQ1ncd the 70th• 

.DIak Dltt11'JAe (~i iin8d. oft on approoaob Mftb tit object.1". .... of' ,iw~aperz1a. 
Bald 11 ........ 4Q'. 

).8 J!ll 19!y 
~ ,I '" • 

..~_ 16Ul. W48t1'yJ joming th8 a' CIIL)O. »::mId acl'08S ~ beh1r¥1 
£III..".;,"-,,, ta."'lk tfazl l!dD$ 4PPl~ r-oked oat .. lm:.'k \'1. A'.had»-4. 

"" _: ........ ..ad mned on ap;.lroach ~ Oft .... ~ tao ... 

~....... "._. ! • .,." two arW.ler.Y' battaliona. OIl.. ehGIV to ld.Uldraw. Met


.' '. ., .t:Ift ... wen. fcrced \0 w1tJxboaw. field pDiSi~:1on 011 .tlalk. ,.. P.1.at • 
...._.. _ ...... NCeived heavy artw..&7 tift all dq. flo ca;J'ilDlt.1as. 

If J¥ll19~ 
.~ "ia,.oI"~. ~ .. cIiclllldn_. lhlZ't1 l'latooll .,.,... G'till""7 rue \'lith 

~ ~l191.., 

~"'"....;............ aDd rdDf'orce the l.1cJat. tak batwlJ.orl. ~:::i¢Ountered no 

or: ord,i-._.... __ ,. :1at"antl7. thoa ~~t. to jom t.... 26th. 
w., Q<,l4<kl', "'" ..,... _ weat into b1vouae with tlw 10th. 1un1::~. (Ii). 
'1h11'd lllatooa ,.. 111 ~1I"1I II. 

..: .~" a, i!ti ).243 

......&: 1Wt.PJII"' ....... ...-ch """ balt<>d at .w...aoa u,* to -.­...~,' ',., ,.' ... ' •••. : ....,.uu..,. t1re .t poat blank, rcllt,...... 1Nft 
~. ................ ....:1·... """'ne4 1dI equirllilC4lt. ~ 

......• ..:L1W}Ii\.... 1daIa ~ ,.,.,." . ~ Wdac lIP po8!tion i'c.- U. ~ ,_ 

!2 i!:lZ 19\1 
.Cl.... I'" .\~ but .. cI.f.'NIt ..., IJ1.fJ..tC"f £1,,'0. ~ 

~d .............''lIIi,... fit lS&bt __• IW", .... W'ift lo~~'.' one 
ot",..· and. ..... ~ _ ..... ~ ant tflJ'lr taliat.! J!lfJ11 ~'t;l'e t:Uled 
111 act:) QDI R-id'''' .•"ipd aa:1 eppd ~ .w. .. fit ..-anit:Lun. l';O t4nks 
co.,.·oC ro.l, -..s .... ~~. taid.t:Is •.~ pedtiosal ilD,:d1o.to~. 
f!agagf,Xl ..,. 1d.th nme ta.nks eD:lloet two. At e600 rM$1ftl orders ::"C>X' 'bI!.'O tanka 
and a rJ.atoon of ll8bt tanks 10 enter ?atral..1a. We lof:t ODe ...uw '~1k.t omd. the 
otoo'" .' ,.~ stopJ*l. rt.ve -USted men m:ls3:in~ in action. EDew' .forco;; -t:.a ';.t.i.:tJ'dra.yfe 

-2­
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R 1.9: 1", 
bt'~f)d to 18th. w . .u4 -..d up to Petral1fh 10 actlCh B1w'U.aCt4 ..uth 

et Pe.,;.lJa..· 

241~W IN 
laaizle:l in b1VOl18C fIN IDCl tiid .em.teIIuUIo _ric on tanks. Att aci1<J to 'loth. 

Tonk 11r::"t lion (1.). 

2$ Jt91 ?rN 
?talaf.1WA sa liN 1M are a3:1.d performed M1n~ of all vohiclcs. 

26 ::'Jl:li 19!Q 
...... '1!p " __ .. hppOrt l.st. MTia_. lID aa\iOn. 

~l ~ 12t..l 
..,............ "..7OtIl. Dmk Batt.',lloa to oJ.ear pOOIcet. ., t'Illea to the 

trc.t. C....... to -llPPOri1Slth. Int., roaoh_ ~ at 19OO. Teo ':!ark~ $0 d!d II) 

ttr_. t4t1lldNw at 1)00 .... returned to hi-vo._ «rea 2 I east of (~. 

28 ~19~ 


y.a:uiMd mb1vouao area. 1'10 U'Uon. 


~'e& 19~ 
t~x1 to .".. )00 ,.ar48 ....t..hwost of spcl'l1Dga. 

~O J!!l ~ 
iBI<.m..4 1n bivouac aroa at 3per1hpt Uaint..... stro.-:i. 

,p. "NAN 
Realinad 1n ~ .... at Jpel"l..inp. lIa1ntenanc<'l $trea~1ed. 

1 '3'!i liM 

OCCtlp1ed .. aNa S Jdlq eouth of ~. -.,te'l tv ..,. pltinos ca 
~ont t"Ql"'IfUd. No cuualU.. * 

! AS!!! 1S!Q 

i.'tfaa1De4 1n :JGa1t!_ S rdl.ea aou1;h of ~_. 


2 Auee~ l~ 
,:";l~\lJ¥ ~ t'r(. us~t to 3rd. DiY:i~ ...,.s. b:l't: . ..:;J.;1.)Ib 



• 
,- v 

• 
0 ..... 

.'t:. 

. , 

,T.l'dN.platoon left ., ~OO to joizl 2rId. Bru, lOth. W., )rd. Division. 

~· ....uet 19~ 
D:'.sposit10n unclum..... 

.f 

1 Asuat 194~ 

laiIt~ earr.t.ed. en aa planned. 

,;. 

J)t.sJ,.~t1era ••_pl•. 
. , 

.R Apest 194.3 

• 2Sdr4 ~ ...~ fraa the 3l'i~ DiTta10n at st. ~ta, am 
.~ .. 3&Dstdl8t._~" tojlt1n the eOlllp.,... 

> ••:;~"uA!t 191t3 

~l PlatfOn jotMdt.be ~Bll\V in the b1v" area , miles south of 
M:1I-~tt.a. 

. . 
CampalV' I nrined 1n bivouac area south ot H:l.stretta tor JIa1ntenanCe aDd _ 

oall for i_her action. 

" • < 

'''A" 

. ' 

.' , 

http:jotMdt.be
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DIAR!' 
COID:?any liB II 

?Slfd. Tank Battu.l1ca (Ji) 

10 "'k* 
Att.p_ .1..... 11ft Ddl.ee north ,., P\Mt.uocoa, ..,. _tar ~ l"Ouah. 

FWl. xl. .at "..... cad DObored. . 
.... ' . 

.' :; 

:!J "'!lir W 

i&ft; l:d,,'fO\1aO a:rea at 0600, taking 1Ij .. "~". ... JINd BOr't~I"t:$t bt BtBelll"i 

" atel' oollDter$ttaok. lfo'Nd baCk to bivo.e ....\ 2hOO. -.u.c oY..cClu..t. , 

to ,I,., 



. • 1.' ,.

•
,. • • •• 

l?4!kW 
Ltlft d4t_tve position at 1)00 aIW1 w1tJJ:lrew to ___uao area Iota.- Pdl.. 

•(N'~b. of IIr nrJ.... tloro.le ucellent• 

17 -nezW 
1JoW4 to u.... area .3 mil_ .....,.t of 1eUa. 1brale axoellent~ 

18 .Tt.Hl1N 
1imI4. to n=.-- OM mile llWth Of Oalta:ae.snta. tbI:rd p.lAtocI1 (left

in Ibr:'th. ~ . . ...~ at l4oo. Cpl, ...... ·died ~ ~~ roceivecl 
111 .. ~ Sa b1"1'OUIlC aNaill Ji)Nle exoellent. 

lJ i'W1N 
.IUS." Sa bt....c area one mUe DOl"'th 011 ca1.....,aetta. YorcW;J ~ceUent• 

..,..... -- at 2000, movinc into .. __ 8 Id.1es north orr Cal~. 
-~ -

Laft ,... to .. 0lb0, ~ pod'UGiQ 1 Jd.1.es noJ"t,h of Vall.olUQCch 
" " " 

'L.o-:t bi"""; ... 1100, azd rJOWd tell .u... turthw DItI'tb of V'allolvaga.
Mori:;.O eJW~-

; 

, . 2) Jtgy 1943 

1.cft hivo,* ...i-..~ ~} to the ~ of C4~t..~. 

- !I!,J!lz 19JQ 

. 3J)artOO at l~, 000\W1Dc ld.--.c area ttw l2dl_ 1IJINt .of Of~~i).• Borale 
GJCOC•. :,,;ul.;. 

as iW 191)} 

~..,.,., :La blwuac ar.. r1ft -u.s wet .r Cefalu. ~~d.d.. 

26 u;a;r l~ 
{.eft 14.., arM at 1130, t.ald.ns up r*S1t.1eD .. tM.ttal 1'QWl* a1l.o&I ..n. "4 cetalu. 

tl ~ l:9~ 
l,Gt\ ..... ~I 00I8ta1 load I1x Idles _t of Cefalu at llJO. D:ned Up 

\bne t'l1l.ee ~ sa sw.o. tbIer .-t~ t.t.ro all dIv'. ~ ~:.csJ.lezat• 
.. t .., 

.,. , ', .............~_, •• ~ 60 ~ 


". '.~, ~':' 

\ 

http:t'l1l.ee
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•". 
.............. 


2~JW, 1?!a 
, ~~ lIP at 1800, but dNrr art1l.ler7 tire. 'J1thdrew £0 iarraer 
posi~ ~ ....llen\. 

29 ~ 1943 

30 JuJ,y 19h,} 


~ 8IIl nn. lbralo exco~lent.. 


)1 Jull19~ 

~....·11 ..... nine !II1les east of ClLtalu1 aJ¥i returned ~ coastal road 
... .tfda.OP ill b1vouae two m:Uea 'TeSt of Cel&J.u,. Morale excellon,:.. 

1 Auet 19#J 

,r').:' .'., l-" bi'VO\M area at Oe.falu at 0600. Bivouaoed on outsld.rta o:t Ciar'a(:i at 
:,~I.< .~ 2 .Agtl!t 1943 

1,:\,0'..... at 0600. p:ing in b1'V'OUaC tift Id.les south or u:tstrctta at 1100. 

J::8 ,lUSUS '. 19~ 

'} ....SMlb· \14...... IlNeJ giv:ine wh1cles 100 hour ~}»okIJ peri'Ol'tti.ng all 
....5<l1'7 ••,...,.., eta. J.k)rala excellent. 

9 AS,'1.1St 1.9!Ll 

.i.i;taobeJ to .l.fC.. at'rtld.ca. Left bivouac area , rn1lea south or a:,:(n'tta,
aov1ntJ tt:J to four 'If'. IlWtb of Coronia. 

10 A~t 19"~ 

Loft bivvuao 4I'ea 4 miles north ()f Coronia. 8IIclo!d Platoon b1_ta.tood S .au.. 
nortbecut or Ooronia. Third Plat<)on continued on the _ front in Sl1;)',:101"t r4 ta. 
2nd.,lln~1 7th. Int. F1ret platoon boarde.;l LOr £or amphtb10uil opora.t1on beh1ad. the 
~ J.::.nes. Firat plutMft atchd to 2nd.. Bn., }lth. Int. 

!1 A'!eAA 194~ 

F.S.t'8t platOGl'lland.od f mUe west ot Brolo, and qapi the ~'. If_V
.f1&b.t~. ~. We lcDocked out several --V veh1cles, but all our t.wlks R:N
~M1lJ' d1Nbled. OM tank ~nder VfII.S k1.lled, 8lWi ,.. .. \'iQ~ wDlbi8d. 
!Id.rd Pl1toon atehd to 2nd. Bn., 7tc. In!. B.sa1DGC. 1a defealve i)03l.tiOl1 all .. 
UDder he1.V artJ.llerJ firEh Ind. natoon l"fiIm<:.inad in ros..... an-~10 o;~l.1eDtt 

12 .A1!fU!t 1943 

;)ocoad aDd th.1rd platoOl'l8 lett> tbair poa1t1ooa and ;novod into luvouac ...
3/4 !lJileJ watol Brolo, au:l were joined there by the 1st. PlLl.toon. Ynrt:'J.$ 
exc~'~c:m 'j. 

-3­
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• • 
~. .4 t. 

, \., I ... 

1,) Al:JI!!!' 12Sl 
~ platoca ..,." by LOT tr(ft Brolo to Pat.tl, ~ at 2· CQ. Firat and'l'hLu t~__ :ron1Ded b-<lh1D:l. 

14 A!I'!'!= * 
ttd.r4 Pl.I\Mr. 'W\ b:lvouac area at Dl'olo at l2OO, aDi 'boatd::.xl 1;..1\.' for 1'*'1 

toe J:a 1Ibe .... pta... Jicftl.e excal.lat. 

12 AUiU!t~ 
S••IEd ... tIdIIl platoons lett Pnt1 til ro~lte to rae,d_•• F:lrut;'2 b1 It 


~-. , s-t ta bloouac at Brolo. 


16AU~~ 

..... ,...... -..cect c.rw at 1<00 ==0lIt ...... GIld ~tJ.'.;in.~ tho ~ '" ....~ fthiclos, d ... 2 8&n t:Sold )1.0000. 1"be 
.... 4&\. I' 21 ,-' lsi rue:"W. Firot platoon at Brolo. 1'be iru:'~,~. aarol*' 
Szrt;o :~w1~ Of> osition after the tanlra bid a&gapd. tlIt ~" 

17 AUGUSt 12il 
.. 00CII1 and tIdrd platocoB in bivouao lS mU.es west at Ues!1A&. i':U.>t1t platOGllat 9rt lth Uorale ....ali.t. 

18 Au~ 19§1 

.'lIJeCD:l &ltd 1.h1rd !1atooas loaded on LO! at 16cO aDd sailed tor 0wl stet...
1\\er li,mad 10 Il.i..l.ea _t fit san 3te.fano at 1600 cmd bivaaaoad tt.,.'l"Q. 

!7 August 19JQ 
1~t -ret Platoca Wt. bivouac area at 3rolo at 0700 and ~ 2m... a:¥l 3M. 

plat~)QU J out of &an SWano at 1300. 

-4­
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12 ~ 1943 :' ' .." ,<;,~,~, !:'t ;,'i: ­- , "." ',", ., 

-~~;r:.:t!:~t!;~~!tth~.~~,~~"i,=_ 

or the day in rest 8.Jld mainteunca., .'~' "~<;.{;;';,:'f;,.,t>~'; >',;, 

" 13 JuJ;r 19~ ';.'.:( ,"'~:\ ':,' ~:'" ~ t 
'!ri• 

.~. '. 
" "J.' :':" 
( ~. " 

In battal.1on "'--blT"asea • 
,.1,

; 
.fuJi'{ 19~ 

.' 
" , 
, ..... ',., .... 



-;.; ,.' 

16 ~ 19a? ., _ . 

lWf'ed uth battalion to new assembly area at HSO)3~, U'r.....'re at lJDg• 
• ~ - -':,"~ A . 

~7 JW 1:&1 
F.trat plato.- ~orteci back to oom~'uny at 1300. The COt'l:ifU\?': m,; a~~oliEld. to 

lat.. lar. nt;v. at 14.)0 per VOCO and left to join tho.t u.-rl.t at 1500. Ulv1Q1oD OF 
locateli at .-serino. The c~ coDllUUlder rs:JOrteci to 1st, Division flt 17)0 Md. 
fOUDd tla ~. had bee released baok to the IDth, DiY. am. att.;1Choc: to the l~1th 
Int .:'!>c ct'IIIp8I\Y oaaaJ¥lor rejorte.:l to co 15"7th. In!. at 2000. 11l.e C'!.)l:,!,::UV was 
ardert.'d to an __ 6CX) yards east of Riosl to protect west fiank of rei': i.nr;;nt, 

¥. Jl!9- 1943 

J~t,tache4 to 2xxl. !3D.. to .~!ort the advanCG on Pietraperz1a. 

12JuJ;r 1943 

'" . i~t~ohec! to W.fIat",u.Xia 157th. In!. still far advaaoe CD S. ,~, 
r.or,,~ ..ith GOJIpaxtY "C II, 7Oth.!aDk Bn. (L). 'l'errain \l:l:Un.d.tablo \atn \'1'0 P.8Md 
CaltmlEKJ';0~.ita, good tram there t.. <Iae nil~ north ot ~tl: re::wrtunce.
!n~"oe'Hna at 1000 am £01l1li. that 1:;7th. Int... 15 ~',o:t NIl.... .or "~'t~.. ~Ol~. We, set up st:;:o~ anti-tank def'anoe at CR 4 IIl1ae east of o.j~ 
U::J.::.n';;, ".llrCl plat,oon a.* ant:L-t.a.nk guns. The .:!nd. platoQD late; .. & 'ut:::""'- ,aL.........
ed tile C0mpo:ny. J "".........~ 


20 Ju];( 194~ 

~$t and nta:1ntGna.nee. Tanks are ooe:i.nn1ne to break dO'tIn ~n""', "·iaek
of r'O ,,", 101"'1 '-.....\.._ ., .. , .1..-.... . 

"oJ ::"~-.J. \.~ UV""~ C.LIU~. ":: " 

21 J!!5t 1?h3 

l1t:':'.:.,ohed to l:JOth. Int. fC'll' attack on Vallalunga. 110 aet1dI. ~,.'lIt ~ 
DOOIl. In the ear~' part of the ~ tho lid1t tanlc~..... ~.' ......".'., , ' ... ,,1 
&nd n re1nforeod Wantx:-' c~ advanced through Valledo1M .........".~ 
gr)UDd ::;r·l'roun~ tr.at towa tor the regiment. Late :in tbe .-.drtS .. c....." . 
1m3 (,l·tit.;:.;oheU to ~bD 179tL. IDt. tor tbe advat10C on Ga1~. '.; 

!,2,.1u1y l~ 

Gao.t first platoon 'with lead:1ng Wantry LJat..::'ali:n as AT suoport. r:c:r.1a.inder 
ot CO:!!.'ur.y' £ollowed. between W. «aid. l:r4. Bns. ·.'lyJer regimental control. Terrc,.in 
UDSUita.ble for ta.nlIB to emplo7. Wet uto tl.s30nbl.:r-b:i.vouac area 300 :"'2.:':(;: southeast 
of tOtlU. At 2000 the COlIpfUJT l1a8 attached to tilO lS7th. 1nf. 

:ho compan;y moved at d.l:'~ to ~ vicinity of RJ 8128 j1J.3t c;ell;~.nr" the 
assn..·,J_·:, battalion. ~ infantry CQt/Dander daciuGd to secure the :g-.colm~:i. :.J: the 
vicin.:!··::y of t~.J 9334. 'i'he assault bl.1tklion ml,>vod out and 1'12.3 r1eld <.n 'Cf- :!;:L8Y':':ittent 
nedi~J!l a:!"tlllery fire at RJ 8L1O. The tauka wore given the niC3ion c:~ 3ccc1Ting thebiea [;round at Cam.pofelice :t.n order that the :infantry mir;ht ectnblisl:' . '0:: itions 
thc~,·(:. Th.e first plo.t.OOJl ,,\'/as ordered to adTdce on the north si0.8 of .:~:::; rcdlroad 

-2­
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Ana_ Ie. .3 cont Id. 

u tdr as the river, t1ae 2n4. platoon 'WaS left in res....., and. the '0CIIiIp(.~ 
CCIIII!larner took the )rd. pla~oon to the right to go areUDd tM iIewn. 

'!'he first platoon aoved forw3l'd 1.1tld.er aneay artiller,. fire totr.n'd UJeir 
objective, nocu.red same, aqd sent !onard foet patrols iIl.an et.fort; ,tttl.Mi!H ~ • 
guns, but I,-ere unsueoessful. !he Wqtry-.ha4 not arriTed at the r;t....., If ~ 
80 the first. platoon was. order"ld to rallyaouth 1:>:£ RJ 8~32S. .:,;;\" '. . . 

Th~ se(o nd platoon ha(l been ordered to the IIaJIG ~ poSition a~~_" 
previQU8~r • j . , . . .,;.'. '. ._ 

TM ~ platoon, ~jng unable to go around the ~d.\It~,. '*fi-,. 
cult1es, went ..1Dte thetoif)t. (Tery friendlY)J, cd ~k 1'l PVt.......u......... tJ4 ..........' 

tewn Irca v41:1ch theY' en&aIged enemy 1nf~try on tbe Mxt ~"L~~..j••I.,. MJ 
the tom was maakedf'rcm. enemy artillery tire. ..' . ...... ·'1 <':1' . . '. I 

2 I t ~8 ~o:fn that ~ot,e}~~ the tOd...~caPturelldhap:~rext'!t~ ::f.l~~~I.•iN 
<J an' ~~cersJ ';} r .\,..l..Les, [.:11 "\'fO sma OUHS..... ~ t *~ 

one GerJun ammUllition trUck and one arnI;1uniticn dUllp by f~.. In ~~ ." 
of the eneE"('J was ldlled•. The third .platoon rema1n6ct 1n t.he --,.u. "tt.·

• • f • 

i . 24 Juq 1943 

At 0630 the priaon.,rs wore marched dov4'l to the aa:1n .... ..tt....l 'OY$r .to 
the l57th. Inf. '!'he third platoon moved back t. the' ra~ poa1t4.on. tA> reload' with 
aIlIJllu.rlition, gas, and oil.. ' .' . 

lj; should be notri here that the civilian. in tqe tom were or creat ao&1st-­
ance to the tanks in pointing out targets and in :N.nd1'n&..f1r1ng poaitiolls.!he ' 
civil pol.6ce auisted ~ guarding prisoners through the nt.alIt. '. . 

At 08.30 the cmI:)at'f' commander went forv«ard to rejo1n the ~nta:- COllJIDan4.-' 
and f'o1b1 that the reg:taent bad been stO'lpad by a b1nn 'bridgeatCO;;3G, The . ".'·,1.1 
comparv c01.1ll2amer moved-the e~ into an .&Bseably area abeut 4000 yal'ds 'Wsotet 
Cefalu. 1bere the ~~my raj.meld the 753rd. and l'laB relieved from att; cbcd to 
the l'7th. In!. . , 

" 2, dull 1943 

At 0100 the 4,t11~ DiYision' ordered that t.he company be deployed a1011..3 the 
coast between Cetalu.and RJ :sS1a53Q7 as protection against a pos.sible oouDtera.ttaU 
from the sea. Lt. Nyblad witA seven tanks ..1&5 ::lent into the area just e;~t of·RJ 
B9)~34'J with orders. to COTR &8 auoh of the coast as possible. Lt. SoruDt;OIl Wltb 
Sft'811 tanks l'mS or4er8d to the area west of Campofeliee with the ... c.-sion. . 

The tanks W8re'to be \15ec1 as pillboxes, therefore it was p0831ble -liO &tart en 1: 
much needed maintenance. . 

~6 J)lJ.y 1943 

Com 1arJ¥ still cteP10yed al9ng coast. Rest and ma1ntenaJ1Ollp. 

27 July 19k3 

S&ae as before It 

29 Nll.,!+) 

'!be oompan;r r.IiO'f'~ back :ill. tbe battal1en CP area at 1630. 
i .~.( 

,;.1, 

M_.... ....,._·.,_··· ._. 
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"',"­ -, ~.:..~, 

~ed. out.Jt with b&ttalion at 0(.15, reachini= 4ocltina~"t Ol~ ...·.ca.. 
"~ ~; 

2 AUiil13t 1943 ",. of. .;~:.~; • 

" .' . 'flr-;., '~': 

MoVQ';. out ldth ba~t<~l1on at 0645., reaetdlla 0.. an bl~ ......~' :~~- '. 
'. " l ' . . ....•• .,,'.. .:':";:. :~~:~, ' , 

j-lD :A~17tl8t 12W ' 'd;,,;:~~ sil<' '. 

R.aiuorl in b1V01l&C area rer"'or'nlne baa.". ~,,~d~~. 
. . ": '.. ' '::~~'~': ,', 

n .4:~u.st 191u -.., :>:":" ;'; . 

"",,1 

. , 

Lt. "jc~o;mJ3on repcrtorl to the lS'7th. J..nf. at. I.n. Of'r1o~~ .~ ~~ny"d\u 
to.' CI.. ';. .. '5.n 753r.:':'" 

" 

Lt•.;(;J:~1llSCID ooa back to O~ OF at l~CC to ~lQI"e J:da ~ 1.Q Soc 
;Jtefm:w. '.!he pu.toen left the ..... at 1,.30. . " ­

12 AU~~. ,l2Ji1 
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!I~.h.!J~u}J(r J1S "" 
753:ttD T~~J'JK Bi'.TI'.J"ION (M) 

A.ro 464, I';c'.'; ~{orlc, N.Y. 
1 October 1943. 

,jlf3JEJT: 	 C'Tlcrations of 753rd. Tclnl< Battalion (1,:), in 3:;lerno Campaign. 

TO 	 The Adjutcmt General, U."). Army, 
·,.ashington, D.C •• 

j::,CTj:UIJ I: }.uthority. 

jl~CT10J II: QrJerc:tions of the battalion in diary form, for the period 


29 J.ugust to 21 of September 1943. 
;:)~CTI.,E III: Resume. 
u,~C'l'IO!~ IV: Uperations of Company IIC", 753rd. Tank Battalion (li), for 

period 6 September to 19 September 1943. 

SECTION I: Authority. 

In coranliance nrth Paragra~)h 10, Army :tegulation 345-105, a re~ort on the 
onerations of the 753r,i. Tank i3a.tt.::lion on in the Salerno Campaign (10 Sept. ­
25 Je)tember, 1943) is hereby submitted. 

S.c.;CTI01J II: ODerations • 

Cnerations of 753rd. Tank Bat+.a.lion (M), in diary form, is attached hereto. 

SECTh)H III: Resume. 

(ai -::eather: 	 Clear and 'warm for the entire cam1)Hign. 

(oj Terrain: 	 Fairly flat and wooded. Lain obstacles ~'rere canals and drainage 
ditches. 

(c; .i!,;stimated enemy casualties: Killed 150. 

(r";') Sstirnated loss of enemy materiel: Destroyed 13 Nark rv tanl-:s. 

(c~ Cur loss in men and materiel due to enemy action: 
(1) /\illcd: 5 .~L. 
en ,;ounded : 5 EX". 

(3) Tanks: 

(a) TotnJl:r destroyed: '~()ne. 
(b) Knocked out: Three. 

(LI) Other vehicles: One half-tracl<, kJ, w/,inch, wiarm. 

( oF" , .... ) 	 Tosses in men and materiel due to accidents:

U) Died: None. 

( 2) ',,'Olm~led: One ~L. 
(3) Vehicles: ;;one. 

Vv tt j,~R -\0Ut TO­
G31J~(!1~:~I~ -

BY AUTHoRITY OF TAG .....d...$_ 
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, .... ;. 

(g) li ~on larlcling at F:acstwrr, Itd~:-Z7·, t!le 
tt<:!. lon ;':a~3 :.;lv8n he mission 0 takiw:: u:; ad';!cl1sive.'ios i tion in r':!o.r 

of the 45t:1. Infantry Division front, to repel any counterattacks by the cnony. 
Later the battalion -;vas placed in Fifth iU'l':y l.esIJrve, an'.i. t',en VI Gor:x:: 
reserve . 

• , 
CO~2ny iICII, reinforced by one section of t;18 l.:ortar 1-J..::'. to'Jn, (lYlC ~;cction ! 

of t'tC As::;ault Gun l--latoon, ono-third of ;:,attali.on L<:!.intcnance, c,o(l cm:')-t:-!:1rd 
of t;10 i...edical Detach.>ncnt, vJaS attacr,c: to the 17)t::. Infaniir;;r .:j-::L;-len;~, L:5:',:" 
Infan-h-';T Livjsion, for t~~le initial landing. l'i;is was t"l"! only com:,I.:C- ().f t")O 
bat-':-,Q1ion to sec=; action in the ~alerno Car:ipaign. 

On the dcf<:msive Corn-oanv "CII YiaS Dewl ';'1rincioallv as mobile anti-tC:enk 
guns in close su'') ·ort of thc~ inf2,ntry. un the o:['fen3'i~(, tan.ks were u::CQ in 
close c.m~l ort of FlO assoult infantry batt2~ ions to clean out l:achin-:; ::::Ul1 
nests, snipers, and anti-tank gl,ms. As a re:3ult of this, thirteen enem;," L.ark 
IV tanks l'rere destroyed. 

(h) Haintenance: There -"rerc fey! maintenance Drotlems during tilis c;JL'.:"a.i:::;n. Tanks 
JJU11ed out of the line at nilYht for ;'1a ior- renairs vrere returncd~ the foJ.:lry,'ling 

night. The two tanks mocked out"'by anti-t.ink fire were repaired and :3ent bD.ck to 
the co:r:n any • 

Lt. 

Annexes 1-5 'attached. 

r 
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Annex iIo. 1 to Rero""; 'f Operations, 

29 August 1943 

At L 0, the battalion 'Tras relieved from attaci1ITle,nt to II Corps, and 
att.a.ched to. the 45th. Infantry Division. COm:Jany "C" YTas attached to the 179th. 
Infantry "DG;inent, h5th. Inf. Div., effective 2400B 30 August 1943. Sffective 
010001 Septenber 1943 t:le batta1ion "as relieved from the 7th. Arrrry, and assigned 
to the 5th. Arrrry. 

30 August - 5 September 1943 

Disposition unchanged. 

6 Jentember 1943. 
Compa.llY IIC", reinforced, departed from stagiRg area at Cerda, Sicily, to 

join the 179th. Inf. Regt., 45th. Inf. Div" east of Termini Imere see 

7 September 1943 

Disposition unchanged. 

8 Sentember 1943. 

The battalion, less Company "C" which sailed for the invasion of Italy 
this date, ,'ras notified to be ready to moVe on an amphibious operation yrith the 
45th. Inf. Div. ~ OOOL~ 10 September 1943. 

9 - 12 September 1943 

Preparations made for operation. 

13 September 1943 

At 1900, the first serial of four de~rted from Cerda, en route to Termini 
Imerese to load on LSTs. At 2100, the last vehicle of the fourth serial clearea 
the I.P. 

14 September 1943 

By 0225, the battalion, less Co. "G " , completed loading. At 1300, the 
battalion sailed from Termini Imerese. 

15 September 1943 

The battalion landed at Paestum, Italy, attached to the 45th. Inf. Division, 
at 1030. All vehicles were de-waterproofed in an area about 500 yards inshore. 
During this process, the beach area was bombed and strafed ~ several enemy planes, 
but damage -Y,'d.S slight. The battalion moved into a bivouac area at 857056. At 1140, 
the battalion was relieved from the 45th. Inf. Div., and attached to VI Corps. 
At 1&30, ti1e battalion was attached to the lbOth. Inf. Regt., 45th. Inf. Jiv., 
and placed in Fifth Arrrry ileserve. 
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About 0530, three enemy artillery shells of unl<nown caliber landed in the 
bivouac area, injuring three men. They were E.E. Long and Burr Groff, !-Ieadquarters 
Company, and Harold E. Owens, liB" Company. At 0840, the Battalion moved into a new 
area at 861050. This was accomplished Qy 0930. At 2000, the battalion became a 
part of a combat team with the 18oth. Inf. Regt., ani placed on a four hour alert • 

• 11 September 1943 

At 1100, the battalion (less Co. ncO, was alerted by Fifth Army for a possible 
move on Albanella. It was believed the enemy was massing for a counterattack in 
that vicinit,y. The alert was called off at 1400. 

18 S!ptember 1943 

Disnosition of the battalion still unchanged. At 1222, the battalion was re­
lieved from the l80th. In!., and attached to VI Corps, being placed in VI Corps 
Reserve. 

19 September 1943 

At 1500, the battalion, less Co. "C", re'Yerted to Fifth Arm.y control. Co. "c" 
was relieved from the 179th. Inf. and attached to 180th. Inf. 

20 S!ptember 1943 

At 192400, Compan;y "C II reverted to Bn. control, and moved into the bivouac area 
at 1550. 

21 S!ptember 1943 

At 1130, the battalion was attached to the 36th. In!. Div., and was ordered to 
remain in its present position. 



, ,.Annex No.2 
, , 

DIARY 

., 
·C.. COJIP.ANI 

7S3KD T.&NI IlTTALION (K) 
SALERNO CAMPAIGN 

6 September 1943: 

The COJDpaD;Y had been attached to the l79th KCT miDI the prerioua weak 
to be available to make a movement with them at a tilDe set 177 CcIDmand~ 
General Sth J.:/:'III.y. On this date the cCllpalV', re:lDtorced, lIIOTed fran the 
Battalion bivouac area North of Cerda, to a ser1al1z1ng area _at of fera1D1 
Imareae. .1t 2200 the cO!Dp8l9" am the other vehicles of the Regimental 
Echelon larding teD moved to the port area at 'l8rII1Di to an1t orders f~ 
the actual. loading. 

7 Se.Pt-ber 1943. 

ihe 2nd platoon cCllpleted their loadI.ng last night about 2400. The lit 
platoon completed their loa.1nc about 0400 th1e morn1Dc. 1!1e boat team 
to which the rapaincier of the c~ as assipd started loading on 
HIE LST 361 at U.30, entire ship loaded at 1400; pullecl ....,. frcIIl dock aD4 
awaited orders for our caabat team to sa:U tOW8.J."Ci ltaq. 

8 September 1943: 

At sea aboard IE LST 361.. Discussed various plans of action with tank 
cQl'lllI!Bnders and officers. 'lb. 179th lOT is a 1l8atiDg re...... for SthJrfq. 

9 September~1943: 

We are stUl aboard s~ in the Salerno Iq. The aasult d:t.v1aioDS 
laMed earq this morDing however we have received. verr little nan as to 
how the action is progressing. Captain Davis, 179th Inf'antr.r, Cc:IIIDand1ng
Of'ficer of troops was called to a meeting aboard the flag ship aDd on his 
return informed us that we would dis_bark on the morning of the lOth. 

10 September 1943: 

'!he ships moved. into Red leach, we unloaded, and llewed to an assemb:q' 
area at H BSOOSS. Entire cOllpaqy was into the area bT lhoo. 'lbe Reg:lmant 
has been ordered to secure the bigh grcmul in the Tici.ni:ti7 of 0 0;23 and. 
prevent the enem,y trOll making a counterattack along ~ D1IIlW 19. The 
1st platoon was attached to the 2nd Jattalion to Sllpport their adYaDce alDng 
a route general.ly south of the Calor. river. '!be raa~ of the cCJI.P8DT ­
was directed to follow the regiJDBnt (-) along the route betwec the rivera 
Sale and Cal.ore. b cCllq)BD1' (-) was directed to move into an ass_bq ar_ 
at N 88<nl3 at 2300, to be prepared to cross the CBlore river at dq-l1gbt;. 

11 September 19h3: 

The compa!J1' (-) crossed. the Calare river over an Bng1nee.r prepared ford 
at 064S. Upon reaching the ot-her side the CCJllpSIV CCIIl1D8Dder deElllSd it 
advisable to put the coqlaDl' iD an ass~ position until the situation in 
the vicinitY' ot Persano could be more tbroughq reconnttered. 

, , 
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The situation 118.8 as tollows: Two intantry ba'£talions plus attachments llad 
passed through the town prior to dqlight - at approxims.te~ 0600 eneIl\V: ,. ,­
art1ller,y, mortar, anti-tank, and small. arms fire destroyed part of the fthiCles' 
m th'e regimental support coluam and 1:r' the continued intensity of their 
fjre prevented ~ lIOT8IIent of men or vehicles in the area just south and 
west of Persano • 

• By 0730 one bat~ of the l.6oth 1P1eld .&rtdll817 am the 64Sth Tank 
Destroyer JJattal.ion (-) bad arrived in 0U1: same gemral vicinity. From the ! 

iDfomation 118 were abls to gather it appeared. that our troops East of Persano 
were being torced to withdraw 8lld that the ellEDJ" was attempting to secut"e 
the ford over which the regiment bad crossed the river, thus cuttd.ng off 
the reg:lment frail the raaainder of tta Sth J.rIq. 

Af....... a conference 'With the Oommauiing Officer 6bSth !anlc: Destroyer 

Battalion it seemed adv.Lsabls to hp lDoth our commalXis in tl:e vicinity of 

the river cross~ to protect both it EIld the 15S Howitzer batteries that 

wre on both s1des of the river. 


IT 1100 the tiriIg in the iJIaed1ate vicinity c4 Persano had become 
interm1tteat aD1 the CcmIDandiDc Officer 6bSth Tank Destroyer Battalion and 
the CClipatV' CclmJBnder decided to attack ldth oue ooD4>8llY of Tank Destroyers 
nth a platoon of tanks attached. The Tank: Destroyers furnished a base of 
fire 1Ib:Ue the tanks attaaptecl to push through. The attack was repulsed 1d. th 
a loss of one tank and. seven destroyers. Dur~. 'tlw remaimer of the after­
DOOn a platoon of tanks ranged the woods South ...-of Persano in an attempt 
to clean out enemy machine gun and rifl.e emplacements • 

.At 1730 the compBlV' ccw.ander ordered tis 3rd platoon to contact the 
179th Inrantr,y br ueing a route aJ.o~ tm north bank of the Cal.ore river. 
'!'he platoon leader' was 11D8.ble to 1M a crossing over the drainage (:irrigation) 
ditch that runs east anA "est about $00 yards south ot Persano before dark there­
tare tbI ctmpany COJD8ndeE" ordered that the 3rd Platoon return to the cClllpaDy 
asst!lll.~ area. 

A prHnn reconnaissance round a crossing for the cC!lllpany to use the 

Dext morn1nc. 


12 September 1943: 

The combat a1emeIIlis ot the COlllp&l'.\'Y moved out at 0700 ani by hugging tie 
larth bank of the Ca1.ore River managed to make conliact With the J.79th Infantry 
at 0800. 10 opposition was encountered. The company was attached 'IE> the 
1st Battalicu far an attack on Persano fran the East - the ccmp8l\V coJIllIlaIdtr 
ordered that the 2nd ani 3rd platoons advance with the infantry md support 
the:ir adnnce by fire if necess817. '!be oomand. tank moved along 'With the 
Battalion oommanding OffjDer - .no opposition. 'l.betalksmoved on through 
the town and took up positions tran which they could support the positions 
set up by the intant.ry. 

The ·Regimental. Ccamande:r, at a caama.IXiers meetillll ordG:' eel that the 
cC1lpBlV'move, by nicht, to an assemb~ position at B ts421.52. The remaiDier ot 
the regjJnent is to m09'e approxtmate.q 1800 ,aria north of that position and 
take over a defensive position from the 36th Engineers. 

- 2 ­
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The company moved out at 2000, crossed the C8l ore river, went treat to 


bighwa.y 18, thence north to the desigrBted area - cCJDpleted movement at 

2230. 


At 2300 a messenger arrived from Regiment with oMers that we leave th:iB 

area aId move to an area immediately SCllt~ ot OR N849l4O - movement 

completed 130030. 


13 September 1943: 

During the previous night the Regiment had occupied a defensive position 
generally .. eng the line rI131146 - tS47156. About noon the RCT COlIIIlaDier 
reCVJ8sted that the line be reinforced by tllt tanks in order that the intantl7 
might have better and closer anlii-tank protectim. '!he ccmp8lJY C()IDI!IAndm­
ordered that the tanks move :iD1ivually to detiladed positions designated 
by h:iJn along the line or the reserve companies ot tlB infantry battalims. 
This movement 1IB.S canpleted by 1500 and the presence ot talks almost in the 
front line caused a noticable rise in the moral. ot the 1nd1viduaJ. i.D:rantrr­
men. 

The RCT commander called a commanders meeting tor 2100 aDl announced that 
dur:1llg the night ot September 13-14 the line would be shifted from its 
present position astride ~ 18 to a line N845169 - N86.3154 and that 
he desired the tanks to support the infantry as closely as possible; the 
company comarder said that the tanks wCIl1d be in position at daylight. 
AfteEo a persomt1 reconnaissance the CanpalV Colllllalder town that the on11' 
suitable firing positions were along the IILR- the taka were in those positions 
and callI)Uf'laged 1:u daylight September 14. . / 

14 September 1943: 

1he en~ attacked at 0800 with approxlmatel,. a battalion ot infantry 
am eiglIt (8) Mark IV tanks. The attack liaS apparently not d:trected at. 
our position as the eIlSllW' tanks were lDCIV ~ almost paralled to our front 
at a range of 600 - 1000 yards. All at the enemy tanks were "knocked rut" 
but only seven were destro,-ed; in not more than five minutes. During the 
rema. :imer of the action the tanks fired HE am mac~ guns at enemy 
personnel, the actim lasted abru t one and a half (12) hours. 

For the rest ot the day action directed agamat our forces liaS confined 
to rine and machine gun tjre from small groups of the eDellJ7, and barrassing
artlllery tire. 

At 1600 one ot the infanliry canparv commarders requested that s:>me tanJas . 
be used to clean out a machine gun nest to his lMt front. A section of 
tanks was ordered out on thismission. The nest was cleaned out blt as the 
tanl<B were returning to our 1:inesone otthem was f:l.red on ard hit 1:u a 
concealed AT Gun. That tank was put out of action blt the section leaders 
tank destroyed too AT Oml by fire. 

There was no f'urther tank action this date. 

-3­

7 



f 

1, September 1943: 

The company is still in the same position. E~ activity is confined to 
harrassing artillery fire. 

16 September 1943: • 
Enemy artillery was more intense this date - two men were ;rounied by 

shell fragments - one seriousq. 

17 September 1943: 

Enemy harrassing fire much lighter today. We belive that our O,\,1ll artillfl7 
and mortars have destroyed the guns that have been annoying us. 

18 September 1943: 

.All is quiet -. The ROT cammarder called a comualliers meet:ing at 2100 
and ordered that the ReT move forward and occupy the posi1i ons Sl mm on 
~eration Overlay 19008 18 September 1943 (attached) and be dug in by 
dqlight. 

ille tanks are to be used exactly as they are in our present position 
except that the 1st platoon is to cane back under d:irect ccmpany control 
and the entire ccmpa.I\Y' isto support the 3rd Battalion. Company "B", 191st 
Tank Battalion ()() which had been in position to reinfarce our fire along 
the ReT front is to support the 2nd Battalion just as we are s'Upparting the 
Jrd Battali<J1. This ohan~e was made on the recommendation of the Compa.!\V
Camna.nder Conpany ~CIt. 

19 September 1943: 

All tanks were in position by 0630. First platoon on the right, 2nd 
platoon on the left, 3rd platoon in reserve. This time we are going to 
rot;ate the reserve platoon each night so as to lessen the strain on tlB men. 
This t:imB, too, the tanks are completely hidden appro:x:iJDately 400-,00 yards' 
behiDd the )(LR and each tank cOlllllander has been shown the route thEU vr.ill 
take in order to reach his firing position - they will move to these positions 
on order of the caJpaI\Y commander at tte first iniication of an enemy attack. 

No elleD\V activity. 

About 1100 the ReT commarder received orders that the Regiment is to 
occapy the high groum between Battipaglia ani Ebali. Here the terrain is 
unsuitable for tank employment - the CDmpany commaIder recollll1ended that the 
tanks be kept in mobile reserve south of lUghwa;y 19 with a mission of 
making a counterattack either to the east Or west nank shmld the en~ 
attack from either direction. The recommendation was approved. 

The· company d:id not ma~ this move as they were detached from the 179th 
Infantry and attached to the 180th Infantry at 1130. 

-4­



The 180th is going into an assembly position just southeast of CR 
~75175 before moving up to a new position. The co~aI\Y' camnarrler ordEred 
that the entire co~any assemble at N873176. All of comparv in assembly area 
by 1500 awaiting orders. 

Comp8.l\1 detached from 180th Infantry at 2300 and reverted to 753rd Tank 
Battalion control. 

20 September 1943: 

Company left assembly area at 1300 a.rxl arrived in Battalion aBSEIIlbly 
area at 1530. 

- 5 - 9 
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SUBJECT: 

~tWlTI!JIS _ 
753RD TANK BATrALION (M) 

6f3? 
" 

.v. 

. u,.....2. 2 ~oV."l s·~ L 
!PO 464, New York, N.!. 
1 Ootober 1943. 

in Salerno Campaign. 

TO : 	 The Adjutant General, U.S. A:rrIry, 
Waahington, D.C •• 

SECTION I : 	 Authority • 
SECTION II: Operations ot the battalion in diary torm, tor the period 

29 ~uguat to 21 ot September 1943. 
SECTION III: Resume. 
SECTION IV: 	Operations ot Canpany "C", 753rd. Tank Ja'btal1on (II), tor 

period 6 September to 19 September 194). 

SECTION I : 	 Authority • 

In ccmpliance *til Paragraph 10, Artrr:7 Regulation 345-105, a report on the 
operations ot the 753rd. Tank Battali.on (M) in the Salemo Campaign (10 Sept.- ~ 
25 September, 1943) is hereby Bubnitted. '. , (p 

SECTION II: Operations. ~ 
Operations ot 753rd. Tank Battalion (M), in diary torm, is attached hereto. \I 	 ' 

SECTION III: Resume. 	 .....J 
if'. 

Clear and 'warm tor the entire campaign.(a) Weather: 	 01 

(:8) Terrain: 	 Fairly fiat am wooded. Main obstacles were canals and drainageJ, 
ditches. 

(c) Estimated enemy casualties: Killed 150. 

(d) Estimated loss of enemy materiel: Destroyed 13 Jlark IV tanks. 

(e) 	Our loss in men and materiel due to enemy action: 

~1) filled: 5 Ell. 

(2) Wounded: 5 EM. 

0) Tanks: 


(a) Totally destroyed: None. 
(b) Knocked out: Thre,e. 

(4) Other vehicles:"'~ One halt-track, )(3, ,,/winch, w/arm. 

: . 

Wounded: One Ell. 

Vehicles: None. 


SECURITY CLASSIFICATION CANCELED 

BY AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY 0 


BY JOSEPH WA~ITNEY, COLONE 

DATE 16 APR i ... , ClTE \ WD AUA 

IL .. _________._.____._..~____~_~.._.;;;.~.:..J£.:...w.;.o~~::=..___'..~~__..w1:~_____........_.......~._.;;.....'__ 
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(,) Tactical emr)lo~ent of th . .. • Unon landing at PaestUJll, Italy, the 
bittalion was ~ven he mission of tak1n~ up a defensive position in rear 

of the 45th. Infantry Division tront, to repel an:,y counterattacks by the enemy. 
Later the battalion was placed in Fifth J..:rrr:y ReserTe, and theri VI Corp~ 
reserve. 

Col1lpany "C", reinforced by one section of the Mortar P12.toon, one section 
of t:le Assault OWl Platoon, one-third of Battalion l4aintenance, and one-third 
of the l..edical Detachment, was attached to the l19th. Infantry :teg:i.ment, 45th. 
Infantry Division, for the initial landing. This was the only company of the 
battalion to see action in the Salerno Campaign. 

On the defensive Company "C" was used priacipally as mobile anti-tank 
guns in close sup"ort of the infantry. On the offensive tanks were used in 
close suprJort of the assault infantry battalions to clean out lIBchine gun 
nests, snipers, and anti-tank guns. As a result of this, thirteen enemy Mark 
IV tanks were destroyed. 

(h) 	J4aintenancel There were few maintenance problems during this campaign. Tanks 
pUlled out of the line at night for major repairs were returned the following 

\, 	 night. The two tanks knocked out by anti-tank fire were repaired and sent back to 
the company • 

G.k 
H G. F.8LBER, 
3rd. Tank En. (ll), 

Commanding. 

Anneses 1-5 attached. 

, 
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29 A.ugust 1943 

At luCO, the battalion was relieved from attachment to II Corps, and 
attached to the 45th. Infantry Division. Conmany "c" was attached to the l79th. 
Infantry 'tegimenti b5th. Inf. Div., effective 2400B 30 August 1943. Effective 
010001 September 943 the battalion ~;as relieved from the 7th. Army, and assigned 
to the 5th. Army. 

30 August - 5 September 1943 

Disposition unchanged. 

6 September 1943 

Company IIC", reinforced departed from stagiRg area at Cerda, Sicily, to 

join the 179th. Inf. Regt., 45th. Inf. Div., east of Termini !mere se. 


7 September 1943 

Disposition unchanged. 

6 September 1943 

The battalion, less Company "C" which sailed for the :invasion of Italy 
this date, was notified to be ready to moVe on an amphibious operation with the 
45th. Inf. Div. by OOOlB 10 September 1943. 

9 - 12 September 1943 

Preparations made for operation. 

13 September 1943 

At 1900, tre first serial of four depl rted from Cerda, en route to Tennini 
Imerese to load on LSTs. At 2100, the last vehicle of the fourth serial clearetl 
the I.P. 

14 September 1943 

By 0225, the battalion, less Co. "C", completed loading. At 1300, the 
battalion sailed from Termini !merese. 

15 September 1943 

The battalion lanied at Paestum, Italy, attached to the 45th. In!. Division, 
at 1030. All vehicles were de-waterproofed in an area about 500 yards inshore. 
During this process, the beach area was bombed and strafed by several enemy planes, 
but damage was slight. The battalion moved :into a bivouac area. at 857056. At 1140, 
the battalion was relieved from the 45th. Inf. Div., and attaciled to VI Corps. 
At 1830, the battalion was attached to the 18Oth. Inf. Regt., 45th. Inf. Div., 
and pla ced in Fifth ~ ReserYe. 

, /' DECLASSIFlED .

\tt dleI~r. ~OO.9, sep~~~ 7 "td l tiM Y~ date. .I· 
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About 0530, three e~ artillery shells ot unlmown caliber landed in the 
bivouac area, injuring three men. They were E.E. Long and Burr Orotf, Headquarters 
Company, and Harold E. Owens, "B" Company. At 0840, the Battalion moved into a new 
area at 867050. This was accomplished by 0930. At 2000, the battalion became a 
part of a canbat team with the l80th. Inf. Regt., am placed on a tour hour alert. 

, 17 September 1943 

At 1100, the battalion (less Co. "Ct, was alerted by Fifth Army for a possible 
move on Albanella. It was believed the enemy was massing for a counterattack in 
that vicinity. The alert was called off at 1400. 

18 September 1943 

Disposition of the battalion still unchanged. At 1222, the battalion was re­
lieTed from the l80th. In!., and attached to VI Corps, being J»laced :in VI CO%1>s 
Reserve. 

19 September 1943 

At 1500, the battalion, less Co. "C", reTerted to Fifth Army control. Co. "cn 
was relieved from the l79th. In!. and attached to lBOth. In!. 

20 September 1943 

At 192400, Compa:qy "cn reverted to BIl. control, and moved into the bivouac area 
at 1550. 

21 September 1943 

At 1130, the battalion was attached to the 36th. In!. Div., and was ordered to 
remain in its present position. 

., 
l 
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The o~ bad. been attaoh_ to the 179th llO! tl1ll'iDI the ~ ...k 
to be aT&1lalal8 to ..u a MY. nt with tIl8I at a tiM .et lJ.1 Cc:wnard1Dl 
Qene:ral $th J.zwr. OIl thi. ute the caipaDT, re1DtoroM, ..-reel .trcm the 
lattalion biTOUoO ana Iort.h of Cerda, to a Hr1al1s1nc area wst ~ Tels1D:llMr-. At 2200 tile oC111p&D7 and the otller Teb10lea of the !tegjJaental. 
1chel0ill land1nI tea aoncl to the port uw. at !a'W1D1 w await orden far 
the actual load1Dl. 

7 Sept_bar 191U. 

1he 2rW. platooa CCIIIpl.eted their loadlDlwt n1gllt about 2400. '!be 1st 
platoon compl.eted their loa.inC alaout 0400 thia JI01"D1nc. '!he boat teaa 
to which the r ...1nAer of the ccap&D1' •• ue1ped. .tarteclloadinl on 
IllS LST 36l at llJO, _tire .hi.p loaded at 14(0) p\1llH an:r :trcm dock aDd. 
aw.1tecl orcler. for our cCllbat tea to eaU towari I~. 

8 Sept_bar 1943. 

At sea aboard IllS LST 361. Discussed Tarioua plans of action with tank 
commanders ancl officers. '!he 179th lICT is a f'lMt1ng resam for 5th J:/.'Iq. 

9 September 1943. 

We are still aboard ship in the Salerno Jq. The &ssult divisions 
landed earq this aarD1ng however we haft received. TfSr1' little news as to 
how the action is progressi.nc. QaptaiD Davis, 179th Infant17, CoIIIDand:1llI 
Officer of troops was ealled to a meetinc aboard the flag ship and on his 
return informed us that we lI'OUld disembark on the morning of the l.OtJl. 

10 September 194.3: 

'!be ships moved. into !tN leach, we UDloaciecl, and .0000ed to an assElJl~ 
area at _ "8$005$. Bnt1re ~&JV' was into the area by'14OO. The Regimen~ 
has been ordered to secure the high grmnd in the vic1n1t7 of 0 ~23 am 
prevent the enem;y frca making a counterattack along h:J.gtDrq nlDber 19. !be 
1st platoon was attached to the 2nd kttalion to St1pport their adv'anoe along 
a route general.ly" south of the Calore riTer. The rema1:nder of the cCJ11.P&D7 . 
was directed to follow the regiment (-) along the route between the river. 
Sela am Calora. '!he cClllp8D\T (-) was tirected to move into an assElJlb.'q ar_ 
at I 88OU3 at 2300, to be prepared to cross the calore river at dq-ll.ght. 

11 Sept_bar 19431 

.The COJIIP&!V' (-) Ol'Ossed the Calare riTer onr aD Jncineer prepared tori. 
at 06hS. l%tOD reaching the other side the CCIIP8117 c.-nOr deaaecl it 
a4v1eable to put the COlPalV' :La aD assaabl:7 position wntll the a1.tuat1on 111 
the v1c1D1t,. of PeraaDo oould 'be .are thl'ouch11' recnn1tered. 
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The ~ bad liIHn attaoh_ to the 179th llO! ....1q the ~ ....t 
to be aft1l.alU.a to ... a MY_ nt with tIlaI at a tiM s.t _ Qanmandma 
Qene:ral $th I:J:WT. OIL thia ute the CCIIPaJ'V', re:1Dtoroed., MTecl trcm the 
Iattal10n biTOQ&O ana Iort.h of Oerd&, to a ae:ria1is1rc area wst of fcwiD1lMr-. At 2200 tM CCIIp&JW and. the otMr Teb10les of the bgjMDtal
IchelOD land1Dc tea.,..a to tM port; ana at fcwiD1 w await ardara frJr 
the actual loac:l1Dl. 

7 Sept_bar 19lU I 

1he 2IW. platooa CGIIpl,eted their loadLDllut Diglrt about 2400. !be 1st 
platoCl1 completed their 1oa,jD, allout 0400 thU JIOmin&. 1he boat team 
to 1Ib1ch the rau1nt!ler of the o~ .... usipe4 atar1;ec11oacUng on 
HIlS LST 361 at 1130, .-tire sb:1p loaded at 1.400J pvlleci ncr !rem dock an4 
awaited orders for our ccabat tea to sail towari I~. 

8 Sept_bar 19lU I 

At sea aboard am LST )61. Di8cused Tarioua plans of action with tank 
cammand.ers aM officers. 1!le 179th lOT is a flMtiDg resern for Sth J:l'Iq. 

9 September 19la31 

We are still aboari ship in the Salerno Jq. The &ssult divisions 
landed earq thiB a<rD1ng bDnver .... haft received Vf!Ir7 little nsII8 as to 
how the action is procressinc. QaptaiA Davis, 179th lDfantI7, C<IIIDand:1.DI 
Officer of troops was ealled to a meetiDc aboard the !lag shjp and on his 
return infor.d us that 11'8 lIOUld disembark on the morning of the lOth. 

lO September 194.3: 

~e ships moved into !led. leach, we tmloacied, and aO'l'ed to an usemb:q 
area at I 'BSOO$S. Intire CCGpaI\Y was into the ana b;y 1.400. The Regiment 
has been ordered to secure tbe M&h grcamd. in the viciniV ot 0 052.3 ani 
prevent the fIllElIU1' trCII making a counterattack along ~ nlBber 19. !he 
lst platoon was attached to the 2Dd lattalion to support their advance along 
a route generally' south of the Calore riTer. The remaiM.er of the cC1Dp8D7 . 
was directed to tollow the regiment (-) along the route between the rivers 
Se1e am Calore. !he ccapau,y (-) wal!ll ci1rected to lIOn into an assan'tlq ar_ 
at W88au) at 2)00, to be prepared to cross the Calore river at dq-liglrt. 

II Sept_bar 19la31 

.The coapa.!V' (-) erossed tbe Calare riT8r 0T8l" aD JDameer prepared tori. 
at 064S. t90n reaching the other side the ocapUl' ce-nUr deeIaecl it 
aclvieable to put the cCllllp&JV" :1a aa asseUq position mtil the a1tuat1.oD :lD 
the rlciDit7 ot PeraaDo oould 'be Ime t1I1"o~ reooan1tere4. 
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!be aituation .1 al tollout !wo 1DhhtIT 'battal1ou pl- attaot-nt. at . 
PUled throuIh the tow~ to dqlJ.iht - at appru1aa~ 0600 .., r .• I 
art1l.l.erT, IIOrtar, an '1 aDd. Dall &l'U t1N ca.ettooJecl part of tM ftldOl*l· 
1D tile rel1MDtal npport ow.m aD! .. tha oont1Jm,eI. 1aMi81t7 of tbe11' 
~e pl'ft'ented -r 1IOT_1D't ot _n or Teh1aJ.ea in the area "..t ICNth IUd 
wet ot hruD•• 

Br 0730 ODe bat~ of the 160th n.eld Ar1d.ll.,- &DIl tM 6I.aSth !ant 
Del~ Jatta1lon (-) bafl aT_ad in ~ _e plllral Tio1D1t;r. Jrca tM 
iDf01W.tion ... were able to ptMr it appeared. that oar trooPI Jut of Pc... 
are be1Dl forGed to w1thdrn and that the ~ .. att.pt~ to INiIO\a'e 
the turd. OYer which tbe rep.ent ha4 aro.... tha mco, tbua GUttzLDI off 
the rep..nt trca the ~iDder of tbl $1;h Jrtq. 

A:ttc- a oont..ence 'With the Oowuniilll Oti'icer 6k5th !mit Dutl'o,yC' 
Battalion it seemed adT.Laa~ to .., lIoth our ".,..nde in tta v1c:1n1. ot 
the nvC" .1"OSS~ to protect both it IIld the 1$$ Bcnd.tHr 'battC'1u that 
wee an both 81,des et the r1Te1". 

I1ll00 the tirill 1D the 1=ed1ate rto1D1t,. at Peruno Jaac1 'beoaIe 
1Dte.rm1tteDt alii the CenMndiIC Otf'ioer ~h !mk Deetro;yer kttal10D IDCl 
the CCllpan;y Qc:aaMer tleaLded to attadt with one 00IIPaJV' of !ank ~ 
with a platoon of tanka attaohed. DIe Tank Destroyers fIrD:1ah8d a ... of 
fire while the tan1as attalpted to push tbrouP. TIle attack was 1"8p1Jlaecl 111. th 
a 108s of one tank and .eYeD destro)era. DariIW. jih,e rwa1 nier ot the after­
noon a platoon of tanka ranpd the wooda South ...-of PerI!l8DO :in am att.i,t 
to clean out eD.ezv machiDe gun and rifle aplac.umts• 

.At 1730 tlIe COlIIp&rJ¥ OCW'ender ordered till 3N platoon to contact the 
179th IDtantr:r br useinl a route alolll tlB naM;b. NDk of the Oelore r1vco. 
!be platoon 1eacla" 1rU 1ID&'bl.e to 1Di a c:ross1nc over the drainap (irriptia>
ditch that raD8 east and west about Soo ya:rcls south of Per..., before dark there­
tore tb8 CClllpany ()AW8nd.8l" ordered that the 3ft Platoon return to the CCIIIp8IV" 
us_~ area. . 

A pre-4awn reoonnaiasance found a crossing for the c8Il})&U7 to use the 
~ morn1nl. 

12 Septs'ber 1943. 

The combat elemem.s of the CClllpalV" a09'ed out at 0700 am 'tlr haging tl8 
JJarth bank ot 'U1e C&1.ore tiTer managed to uke contact with the 1.79th Intantr.r 
at 0600. Ko opposition was eacountered. !he OOJIP~ was attached 1ri> the 
1st Battal.iCD far an attack on Persano frCD the last - the caapar.v CC"DMncJ.,. 
ordfIl"ed that the 2nd am )rti platoons advance with the intantr,rlJ1d support 
their advance by' fire if necessar,y. '.lbe ooJllllllDi tank moved along with the 
lattalian Oonmymding Otf:iD8l' - no Gpp<lSitico. !he tmkaoYed on through 
the town and 1;ook 'lip positions frcm wb1ch they could aupport the positions 
set up b7 the 1n.tantl7. 

'!'he legl.aental o--ncJer, at a COIlE.Diers ..tincl o:rdC''' that the 
CCllp&lV" 110ft, by n1cht, to an aaS81blT ~HitlOD at I ab2l$2. !he 1WI&:1.Ddar at 
the repmeDt is to .09'8 apprca:1a~ 18oo,.aNa north of tba" position IIld 
take tNfIr a ~enI!Iift position troll the )6t,& Jnc.ineera. 
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1!Ie OO....-nT"'- out. at 2000. """.ic tIw O4Oft1 rip. !I..lft. 
~ 18, tblDce north to th. ul1ptecl ana - oc.pleW ."._nt at 
2230. 

At 2300 a • .,enew arriwci b"OIl lap.nt with .1Ur1 that we lea.,. th1I 
area am .oY. to an area 1_edia1ieq 8Ql t~ of oa ~ - JIOnment 
~nH~OO~. . 

13 SeftaMr 19IU1 

INr1Dc the prerl.oua D1aht the ~-ut bad 0001lp1ecl a dafeD8i.,.. pedtio. 
pnaral.~ .. eng the line Je3ll46 - 1156. Abeut DGOn tM .ar ~am. 
NqU8sted that the l1ne _ re1ntoroed .. t. taDka ia order that the 1Dtaat17 
mght baft lIettc- aDd cl... anti-tank pro'beoticm. !be CCIIIP&JV' O(lI!IMm.. 
CJl"deHd that the taDk8 .... :bd.1~ to Uf1la4ed. ,.it1cma dedgDated 
by him &lona 1D line of the res......,.1.. of 1D intaut1'1' battaliCDI. 
!his JDDTI.,nt as cClllp1eted _ lS00 aDd the prelence of teD al.lIost in the 
1ront line _used a DOt1_bl.. ris. in the .,ral of tlle :lDd1'Yiclual 1DfaDtJ7­
~. 

!he :acT OODIi8llder called a ocm-wn .etiDe tor 2lOO aDd aDDOWloed that 
c:lur:LDI the D1aht of Septeaber lJ-14 the 1iDe would .. Ih1tted. boa its 
presmt pas1tim utr14e ~ 18 to· a 11De 1164Sl69 - Jl8631S4 and that 
he desired the tanlas to apport the 1Df'ant17 as cloael:1' as p08sib1a; the 
COIIIp~ comEDler I8id that the tan.k:8 ._lei 'be :in!08it1011 at ciq11&bt. 
Uter a , ..soal reconm.1lsanoe the CcapalV ao-,!!\ar foam that the onq 
suitable ftr1nc positions were along the IIUl- the ... wezoe in those po8iUaa 
and camouf'l.aced _ ciq]jpt Septlllbar lh. 

14 septaabeE' 191131 

1be ~ attackBcl at 0600 with approxt_~ a battalion ot inta.n1EL7 
aul eigbli (8) llark IV tanka. The attack _8 apparentlY' not iIirected at 
our position &8 the eDBJV tank8 ere mar~ allIlost paralled to our front 
at a raDie at 600 - 1000 78.rds. All m: the euav tanks were "knocked cutD 

bIlt ~ s",en .....e destroyed; in not more than f'iTe aim1tes •. Daring the 
rema:iDier of the action the tanks :fired HI am _c~ pD8 at enem;y 
persomel, the act1C1l lAsted ab<ll t one and • half (It) hours. 

For the rest of the day action directed ap:inst our forces was conf:1.ned 
to rifle and _chine gun tire trom small cro1lps at the eDal1', and harrassiDg 
art:Ular;y fire. 

At 1600 one ot the 1.nfantryC<lllp8.I\J' co1ll!!8nders requested that I!Dme tan•. 
be used to clean rot a machine CUn nest to his l4tt front. A section of 
tanks was ordered out on thiSDission. The nest was cleaned out. blt as the 
tanks ware returning to our linesone of'tbem was tired on aM hit l:u a . 
conceaJ.ed AT Oml. That tank was put out ot action ba.t the sect:iDn 1ea~ 
tank destroyed the AT (]un bT tire. 

!here was no fUrther tank &ctim this elate. 
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~~ i_ still 1n the s..e polition. ~ ut1Y1ty 18 ooDf1Ded. to 
barrus1DC artUlery tire. . 

16 ~ber 1943. 

BDIm1' artillery wa_ more iDteaae th11 date - two men nzoe 1IOUDied b.r 

shell trapente - one _C"1~. 


17 Septellb.. 1943. 

IDIIq harraea~ tir. IIUCh l1gbter 'tocIq. 'I. bel1Te tbat our om art:llltz7 
and :llCrWI have deatro.recl the pu tlat haTe been &DDO'11DC 118. 

18 Septabe' 1943. 

All 11 quiet -. '!be BOT aa.aDier oallecl a .,..D:lerl Meting at noo 

am ordered that the ReT IIOve torward. and. OOG8p1' the poeit1 ODS III 0Inl on 

Operat1on Overlq 19oa1 18 Sept.ber 1943 (attached) and be due 1n b;r 

~l18ht. 

The tanlaJ are to be used aact~ as the;y are in our present poe:l.tion 
except that the let platoon is to CCIDS back wxler d:irect oc.IpaD;Y oont;ro1 
and the entire CCIIIp&I\V' 181;0 eupport the 3rd Iattalion.Caapau;y "I", 19lat 
Tank Jatta1.1cIl <II> 1Ih:1.ch had been in poe1t1on to raiDtcrce ear !'ire alcmc 
the BOT front 18 to svpp..t the 2M latta.ll.on j1Ist as we are S1JR>crt:1Dg the 
3rd Battal1cm.. !h1I ohange was __ on the reCQWlll811dation at tm CclmpaIv 
Canmander CoDp&l\T ~ca. 

19 Sept"- 1943• 

. ill tanks were :iD poa1t:lDn 'b,y 0630. P.lr_t plaWoJl on the 1"1Iht, 2nd 
platoon on tbB left, 3rd platoon in reeerve. This t:lJJe n are going to 
rot;ate the reeerve platoon each night eo as to les8C1 the strain on tl:B ... 
This t:ime, too, the tanks are a.plet.a1.,. hidden approxilllate.q 400-SOO yards 
bah' • the IIIJt and each tank COIIIII1D1i8r haa been -shown the route th.,- wlll . 
take in order to reach his firing pesft.1an - thq will.ove to these positioDs 
on order at the oClipallf COJDJII9.ll4ar at tl2 first indication ot an ~ attack. 

No eIl8IV aot1v1ty. 

About llOO the ReT CCIIIIIBmer received orders that the 1eg;J1MJlt is to 
oocapt the high g:l'01lDi between lattipaglia am Dal1. Here the terrain 18 
unsuitable for tank empl.e,ment - the CDmpa:Dy coJllD8.mer reOOlllnended that the 
tanks be kept in mobile reserve south of h:ic~ 19 1t1th a mission o:t 
-ld.ng a oounterattack e1ther to the east ar net fl.aDk ahcIlld the aneJV 
attack trom either direction. !he 1"ecolllleDdation was apJrcwed. 

The 00IIp8Zr1' dti Dot ake t~ aove as th81' ..... detacbed. from the 179th 
IDt'ant17 and attached to the 1Botll IDtantr;y at U30. 
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!be l.8ot.h 1. FUC 1Dto an ....~ pu1t1ora jut ..1l'tMut at OR 

Je7$l7S bet... .m.nc up to a DIW ~t4oD. !'M 00IIp&JV oc-wmer ord&"" 
that the .ntire 00IIp1D7 ...._~ at Je73176. All of OOJII)&If' 1n us-b17 area 
'D.r l$OO na1t1D1 ....... 

0cIIIpaIv' ...obad froIllSOth Iatmtr,r at 2300 am :renrted to 7Slrd fat 
Iatta1.1on ooDtrol. 

20 Sept.... 1943. 
~ 18ft us-b17 arK at]JOO aD4 arr1yecllD Jattal1cm U8_~ 

area at-1530. 
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22 Ncmnber 19Jt3 

.wuu..., fin beanor t{~ than WIWll, part1oul.:U"1y botw~:m lJOO 
a. ~, .. 1700 and :a.(~(;. J":'Q C¥'.l.lsted ~I l~Ji;P"ll·t&·.: ,~:;;::: <>;!y,
."...... tIaW Platoaa ~.U!~. :';:'1, l'elJMed 2nd ?latoon Co;:; U:.',~~' "B". 
O........... tank d.1a&blod b.r lme'.". aridUery fiN. 

23 .i~lJv~U!oor 1943 

25 ]()'iI~ocr 19h3 

.' ,P.lm",.... ~ ~'C" 1"'~;i"!Voo IN Platoon. E:xoGpti >t4'.l.1y

.Lsnt __ ~_1v:.tt~.te;·:.trhn:- tunWlf, cv~·. 

26 Novmztbrn· 1910 

Seeond Pla--L'''' .C", rW. iaved 1st PlAtoon ~' '''''11. 
'3:"10010 nrtw..,. -...1'Yed throu :t{I(lllt the day. 


21 ioYtDber 1943 
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Hiw\D~til\ll'mRS
'IfJlm !ANI B.\ftALION (JI) 

4 bClllber 1943 

At UlO, oNere Wl'" received pl0.~ tr.e _ttal1on OIl a ~ ;\Ii,;..r alan 
j'Qi" propoe.lllOTe noM-It 0t Capua. 

S 1rmInb~1' 192U 

A~ uoo, P1e1ct Order JllII'Oer 35, l6t.h lJat~ltr:v D1'ri&ton, i'1tU} ;ctWOked, 

, 1M.bar l.9l&3 

At 10112. J1e1d. Order nlilber 3S, (reJY1sod) WclS rec<)1.ed, lL!l:.i,:ll"eVarationa
t',~:re made to man the 7th of Itmmabir. 

7~1941 

At ~, tt. lIIIMali,)I,l Wt. Zaeoaria (lG72S6l), :in"* to tM Dn' 
t 1'UiJuae area at l658U. The lIOnm:mt WU OCIIIpletGd at 2llO. 

8 Jimlmber 1943 

:ra. dq .. Ipet at.toatpt.mUla up the cap. 

;J-U~1943 

,', ,llilpOaiUolJ of '-ttalion lIIehaapd. Coa::*\J -.4" paftiei~r~ m 
p .~bl__,~t.h )6tb D1T1sion trcq*. 

-.." 

13 lfoftd>er 19ltJ . 
Cc:apeaw- ..... attaohed to W'l41st Inta.,.~. )6tb Di'lhlCll. 
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al..7 , ..., •• 01 n~ jU'1:J, ;'-l:b b,)'" rlat.tQlion ~lC.:J.d.1:c vt:,'i..tr.tr', 
;'!~~ GIlt \.... am tho .'1.eoonnaisSQlCe 011.'10... 'rl~ ~,.x.~ at. 
OJl5. !be ,.,........ IIItQe yl"¢.>a:'at':'on:! tor tb* mOft, mi.«. ~~1e by 
lnfiltl'atiJI "~n, at a t.i"" into the n... illW.. tho reu:.n .!:~ tllis 
·l'OaeduN··........"~. ~! :1t4d ON'ZIl'Vc;.t1oD of our ·J!lt'Vtal8nte •
., . 


16 :io'/f:i:.:iUo.;'r 1943 


~ mad. tor ·'-:.re. 


1'/ :.OJoobar 1::4.3 

•• 1US. ~ "A" 	d"><&l'~al tor new aNa at OOllQl. 


lJ ~1'1d 


- ..~~5~.1I8S Mee1ftd '" ell ~S... Qa;.~ UchUl,Li3UbeD&dA8••, .'. wu,i.ed ra3ft .... 1ID\8JdIId in _ . '*Cit. 2114
l.~toOD ~ ., .. ' . into 0Y8r watchq tWit1ca )10 ~ aoJ'tb of 

(Y~..><lI11'. ~--~, '" ' , . " 

2t'~r19lU 
.. 

ArtUl&rr tift (1DteNettent) ....siyed tbrou&hout the <ll.Yt r. (2)
lJUlu;W man llgh~ wounded. Third ~~ "CR, Nltd~ aM
4&"- Compan~r "Cit. in OV31·...'Zi.t~.hiu~ ~it1on. . . 

k' 

21 ...... 1914) 
"'JI!i'" 

, . P...s.u. .~ .. fiN rooti'ftd.. Onct cal1stA4 mil} tuUJ ';;W'i.i'J. 
.".. 
~ ..."'aSt4. 'J.'IdiId,1'latoob '-Pazv' no" 1mtJ ~ \7;r 2n:l ilAtom, ~"I', tn~teH.. 	 .. .'. 
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H&a.DQVAR1'llS

7,lRD TANI BATTALION (M) 

To • 	~ a.neral, 

36th Intantz, DiVision 

APO .36, u.s. Um;y 

1. Dur1Dg the DIOnth ot n.o.tber 194), thi. Battalion 'WaS attaohed to 
the 36th ~ llln.ion. 'lIle -..w.a...... plaCllClin l'!I.... of the infant.,. 
l'q1menta 	to repel .........d counter attocka. Ib1le Ia th_ J)OBit1ona daJq 

artUle1'7ta.Dk.s. 	 .tire '\II1l8 rece11'ed tore1nc the crews to pract1cal1;y llve:.:1n their 

On .December 8, the ~ CIueral ordered one plat,oa 01 "I­~ to ...... to the nortIIeas_ IIlOpe ot lit. Rotundo to f1ft. <111 .... eao.;, 
tuopts betl18en Su Pietro 8DCl ~ 6. See oV9r1&y 11). La.,DMevber 
12, the remainderot the ~ IlOVed into this area, with the ....s1oft to 
BUp])el"t by direct tire an attack b.r ·A" Cam1l8l\r on ..lan Pietro. fhis COIIpaDT 
iIO'98Cl in Wldc- COTer of darkness. It waa constantly wner obs~tion by the ~ during da7light, and received hee..,. shell fire for e1eht ..,8, a1"ter 
which the 00lDp4ft7 ... withdrawn. During these 8 days the cnma .... forCed 
to remain 1n their tanka 24 hours ot the dq. HoweYer, 4U1":lnc ih1s period,only one light C&sualt)r _8 received. 

.,On .u.c.ber 10, Comp8l\T w.A" .a 0ftl..e4 to lIOft __ ,,_ present. 
111"".0 area to • bi........... 1a tile ~e1a1\T of '-.tro .fDr ~ .."....tt_. 
,dd.le in this area the 0GIIp... ... boabIcl b;r • toaation 01' ell4II\'rJ)..... Six 
men were killed; one ottt... aacI t.bne ...... WChIDcled. ODe en.1~ .. died 
OlllOunds 	the .te~ 4tv•. OIIlDe--.. 1" tIda ~ _de -attack on 
..Pietzoo 1a ""'-u.. Ill. tile lbr'II lilt....,. _.at_a.... bat1iol1Ml 

of tile lJolot lDtaJrioo)r ......... ~ "B. of tIot.. battaUon ..... ~ "A" 

or \be 6.l6tb -- DIM.",. .....11on RpkOl'W tile attack ... 1':1re. (lor adetailed J'~ .~ ~. -tacit ... .Amaa: 6.) 

.. 2IIia .......~ "UII tile -..option ot """'PaIIT "0•• _,..,. 11tt.1e 

action tile. 'Ii'" ot the IItll.\II, ~ '.\.. ep-t tbC.P u.... ~dna
Comp8D7 ........ lNok into 1ts old D1'W01ac ana. 


A' 2QU,oo, Cooor:>8I\T ·C· _ attaebed to lJ&)ftl ~••,. fbojp
niss10n beine • -bI.ned attaek wi\ll 14l1d IntIlOltPT "" liars fit .... JdcII 
ground east fd SeD Ylttoria. r.p14--. ot the C • ....., WUlAl attack with the 
1nrantl7, 	- 0110 platoon lIOnld be be14 ill _. (See ~ 1M) !ba plan 
- toP \II. Wont...,. to attack daPiJrt tile n1abt. anIl 1a U. __ ..... _ P1mM 
d01lll, two tank platoons woulot je.. tIDPo"lh at ....."'...tt...~ to DaIltllal1..". 

i 



• • 
tl';~~t1ona tor _. 19u) (COD,'d) 

t.:.'l8 l ...1at.a.nu.I'he W_..,. act__ .ttack <hrr'iDg tlw ~ ·but tfNl'ld that the 
~. 'WId too ..u. SIIpla.... ..s \he ~t1ona. '?:a8 call_ elf· ';r~ t_ platoona 
~~! ne4 in pOSitJ.oa t.o nPel ..., OOWlt.el' aICaoirs. ZbIiIr'" ~~I.i~ the n1&ht 
il! Dt:aabei' )1,n 8lld ret.1il'DItl to their ol.tl nWfbuao "ra. 

On Doca~ jl, tb1a ,,"tal1on .. nUmred !"nla a~i,:;.'.~' 'lie ){A:h 
.....'1ftu~l'1ljlY1a1011, a24 a.~ '- ?uk ~ .i.J.lc tr:Jr 1\.~ ~j.gat1ou. 

:'!!. .' 

6 Anr.exes: 
'. 	 Lnnex 1- Unit diary. 

J..nnex 2- Unit journal. 
lnnex 3~ Journal file. 
i.nnex 4- List of casualties by com'")anies. 
l.nnex 5- Cons,?lidated casu2.lty rc;port. 
innex §- Narrative of San Pietro battle with necessary overla;"s. 
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,. 

JSIItI\ plMooD ~ "0. Nl1,4)ved \i.dfd f>l,aboon ~ e1IC-' !A t.)ft:t ­
wld.o1lJ." r..oas.--. . ' 

2 Pe.~r~· 

.ii"oad. ~__ ~ ·0 • ...uend ~ pl&\oca\ ~ It( ('. ~ 
pci.WrQL ",,,,,'i .111 'ftId.Iait,- ., 1600. C\1I' pat.$ 1IMbl. to alit oon~.~' with it.• 

l u.o.ber 19143 

l.1IlbIl..... J,'. ~ .-.a" reliM'ltd -..-.4 platoon ~' 
a~,.,. fti!e ........ W1na dq. ao ,...• 


•- ·..f 

.... I.; DeoInberlA) . 

owv• ..,s.'~u. GUOon\1lh"9Cl. tb:1rtl ~toon ~'1aql' I\1NturI*i 
to C:t1!fCl7 -*-2 ,.. ~ . ' 

"l·t": $ D_er:'btrr.l~ 
'~. "'_" f 

i>, .,> 'ii.. '.111'"D~ 
.~..~~;~

lAt n.. ",(1".' .......... '" Idne. . 


',' 

9 r..»bit" 19Jd 

-1­

.ANNJ'-k#~-' 
, . /. ( " 

• 



• 
 • 

18 n....ber 1943 

., CIA o~ .... neelftCl to .... CoIIpa:ny *L:''' .tDto 'b1Y,JQlO .vea south­
........ '-Itio, J~ ,.... ~1oM. ~ .- .... te IfieIIfe 11_ aNa 

..... ~. ft. lot.., when .... ta lSu... aup""Aw IIlO'fIId tn.to b!.,uao .... at 
Q2'.5J.87 .,...... AeI'1al~.... '" .l-J .. 01 3D ~C18.f'I'O POac:l. 

u ...... 1"." 
it WJO ~ itA· .. strafed. ad , .... b,v a :r.r.,* ., ...,. plaM8. 

,.., ... k,1lled, OM otnCGr and t,~ ....... lIOundad. (me tltd! ,•• 
tf.r:t~'~\I"u.,. diublMS • .A!.e:rial N4IOr1naiNmot of _ I1.e-....v..fTo ~Jr.a l:r.r ,,-). 

l~u.oa uncdaanpd. ~r.'i)1' iii r ~ct.iviV inontii.s1niJ ht}',tft"oJ,l', DO tlamare 
.. t.IIItl -, ..... WdIv. 


14 Deco.i1ber 1943 


J.,....ua. .... tot.- tba nt\1iJcK or ~.,. ......... ~. 


1$ ~ube'r 194) 
,'. "," ':a:" .....,.. \be at.tack on :3Rft rs.ew.., 1200. ~. "Bit .~porW 

.. aM '" ,.... ..... ~ Ii.', 6.J6t,1a Tank De~~. One 
~•• ., tile Ua;ln %ataa\J17 ieg1ment at'.... U. .. tr. _ fJOUtbeaa\, 

na. t-1II.1N W:"~t tollowca. \he a"-ok .,t ~ 1f~;~Q. Thne 

........ I." Ia._ -DI tM ~, M .. ___ deftro;y_ ..~ fiN• 

.-trT • ., ..... teak ~ at ~"sont ..... tu.k8 -re di.llabl~ ~q~, thNe 

... t .......... -- tumed over. T1Jfl oth.. t.. nt.urt.s .. t.t. ~~ a~
.,=. fttiI'M tat ... are II1ning, but no ......_.:t.iaa tJmJ b.- NpOJ'McItil • , 

16 o.o-beJt 1943 

. aJAlpellt.1.a -..... -"1Ding te.~ of ~ "II.- 1a b~ __ i 1dl.e 
.... '" ...tt.. OIl••..,. tI!t" 1D firing po.1t1on 1)11 ~.wa__ ., itt. Itotoa:So• .0._.. "':le • ­ poaitioa, bu.t. 18 P'Nt~ 'to move out OD .u.. 

11~191U 

~....... 01 '-twlSoa ....".,... t.IMa man, ~ iliA., N~ .tt. 

-"-Ill • - ....... ~ anUlttri t1ro .......~~ ill 0.,I11III' 

........ ,.,., of 16-11 reo.aber. 'l'wo ..~ "'OlDW. Itt ...... 

_.... - ttaU ~_. ..- Pi..... ,.. iaDII.,.--...... UUY1. ~ __..,...t... .,...,.. . 

18 IN bW lAJ 
iI.1epqWoa ., .tt.l101'l sUl.l 'IMlIen~. ~,." "A- l.at&. 1'IM&L et 


.....- 111 the atilaok on kJ1 Pia_. Three me ~ the t1mte tDnk .... mt.aiac 
... l"otllJ'Dld. 

http:t-1II.1N
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• • .. 
fJult Ulary tor o.c.bw (00Il".) 

19 .Dec~h.eP l~' 

'P1epea.\fa m?t.t.al10n etill une~. No U"tUler)" fire, v.~ 
to i:';,,'l.W taU. a .11"1"'&& t;rts jaw. ~loD of en., '):L.'\.~~ h,y.;h1"d a.nd strata4 
~ ?f.nIIe ...... U • n.&ge _nown. 

20 Docember 194, 
...... ti.....1..~U1CO f'lat.oon, i)'IIIP'IV ~ anri pu...'w.:-u .~ 

of ,T"It-- .".1 ••• from Batt.1alJ.ol1 U.Ii••, Oltx) to __ ,oct ~':~.~ 
of ;,.- ....",.. ttpefttlon. The _,tel "turned at mo, II/Id.~~ tcftSa 
poc,,4l1e tw ......., ., t.amQ. ~,.. .C••• ",taeM4to 14)rtl :tlS:taa\r7 Roe 
at :Ji.OO. 

21 .ooe.beJ- 11'" 
.:;eoout ...'...... platooaa, ~a:.:t ....-llnto l'091t1.tl .tl il.'l:~~ 

Be,t,: "h',!l~t, of _ , ~beP. Fint ,1'ls,:;~n, o~'~' "vinc Di;ll.t of 
"';~, ,.,eved 1ft." .... west or Vena"" _ nipt. i'JIOpOsed ,:;.-t~C!~ pOSt­
;1O';; ...-d. ~1__,. ft"pJDder of bat-taU. ~. 


22 Deocqhctr 1'1.) 


tUtt''''''- ••.-.ct. vft7 lIttle aoUri. durinl~. :~.~.t'(:zq ·c.. 
roe: ~ t.n. _"-Ih ., .. li.)rd 1!J.'~nt17 .. attaebed to lJ;.l.st !.::~i~,~tr.r. 

13 Dec_~ 1943 

Uo <'!ball. 

,. ZJecehnr 191&) 

0na pla~= ........"!orrrud W v1e1nlt,. C. *-~. :Jiopoa1tion
of !'a~.1nder 01 lIit__,_. 7..,... , 

~1t.1oIl wnohaapd. 
26 .oec..ber U4.3 

au bat.W1oIl ... att.oebed to Ctwbat Commaad "8- •• 1000.. 

29 r....ber 1,43 

1i1eposit1on of f?.a ttaU.cm UMbellpd. nne ••1"'" of l\~~~_ 
., lStn lata.,. ~t~l"~W pa\1"ol )rd tr1v:tI'J1tI~ .~ iioacI 

It.t1oD a' 9)216). TbI patl'ol cl~., 1800 anal ~md d, ,,}:!3X) Dec__ 
1~it3. 

http:lJ;.l.st
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• • 

)0 December 1943 

!\ 01)0, tbe ktta.Uon wu attached to TaBk Foroe Allen. C~ .e. 
orda:r-Id to .... ,... pNseat pOSition to 00ll03. MOft to 'be c~tecl wiUl 
14thlnt....~. 

)l IleecW lIU 

.. It':!? '1't :c; r.':-:'::r!:~ ::.-=-=a~-;r.,J; :r-~~17 
1"', .. -11' at .. __11ed b.Y 'l'uk .... AU_ at 19()O. Dit1pOlJ1Uon of 
...' .... .,-1Idta1f,.a echanpi• 

. .~ 

-4­
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.... A.1fIl •••.............
I.,..,.... 
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, 

• 

8 .............
·'··A._.17..... ,"
oa:tt...... 

II 2211..........,...... 

... llI:. ....... 

AIU1. "sA. ,.. Ie 11"11., ' ..........
"ftIId II. Ca.'-UIIiII•• 

II t. :ss III
" .11. I • .... ' ,.. 
W4... _S..., ........
.......... 


He "'. -'nl.'il III." "'JIII lilt.I: ....... st..G...s. 
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f!!.:.ADVUA In'LHS 
753lm TA: I 'f!l\'l"rALICi: (Z:) 

APG 464, u. I. Al'IV ' 
14 December 1943 

1. .£.. Sec CUrro:lt G-2 rc,>)()rt,~ 36th. Infn41t.ry Divsion. 

J2.. Sltu.:ltl.lrl overl..-,' f,nd Divoion Field Order llumber 4D. 

,'. !'ld:-; tlott..,'::,i ,;- r:Hl nttnek \'11th ono CG!' A~r :"-'1Ewinc ron.d bend at 
('J ,':50) r,t 1~.:., ~') lJCcc~ltx'r, ndvnncbf; "lone ro~d into S ~ from the 
c '1t, h;'.~.r, . r' blN4: ('f\:,:' noos to S l'ictro fro.., tbe t'orth, south nnd west, 
. , ,'''' ' " ' ~1,~, 'r-',}" 'Cc-\1 ..-, k ('l to\'m by the 1!J.fJt lni.'nlltry Rec1mcnt. It 
\'r.i..il ,':' itt 'l't, ,":c.:,: of 1!.3rd In".... l"trS Rq:;i: ('fit to car·turc hip"h er0l1nd noJlt.h 
, ('. \;(, () . ·i.ct:.~o. On Plvs .~~'~ o:rc1cr it \.'ill ntt3cl-c San Vittore or down 

• 

. ;3. ,:... C ':'."~' ",." \[i:,', one C0pt:.:. '14 i1rit.i.sh brlr1gc Inylnc v;)lontir.e 
t· " '", r" ~~qu;'(i ;'tt<3C;:o(', will Ie-v{: l'I'COent ~ltion in tJJ..e 
r .. \" .j: <!. (0:9-150 ~lt 151~ Deco~ber, adv,ucing along e,VI'Uable 

i.".".J ,!,y'.JI'O ~'!' :,'1.1> e; ".L. It \'fill block ontr3!lCCB into S Pietro tram•
,i. ~':' .. :, '.,cl r,c' :"t :.l."~ c(j<,.! ",ct·.:.-r. '\'Lth \:ccupAt.ion of the torm by the 

'1,'1.-", '.,""r, ,i'l~...I, .--1,,,"'"' J ,., :>".'_Md'j,'t \·1t~·:;C'· of' tile 1,,'~--1,J.,A'" I:"S'll(u, ''''Jt-? Ro"'olr..... '·'t to..... VI._"&" "':. u..a.a"~l.. 

C l' ", t,' .'1 tJ.·(~ .( r,,).Li..i1 'lid ncc;t 01' ~, 1'1et.ro. It' will reooive c1i1'cct· 
r;u '!~;, -,'I'. l;). !::1:: . J~', 753rd 'inn: :k·t-Vl·ton [I~1d Co!'.r D~ l:A" 636 Tank 
D~i,'·,-~". (.1' tt'l.im~. 

Co' ,'. 7>' ":;11, cor'i.j:~.: :ct:l.or: r~:~tIl COl :m'\' "A" 636 TAnk Deatro:"cr 
r"·Ci:L. . 08~.1 '. j ~:t:·-- ;)r-'G ntt.: c~~ 0:" Com t'l~' 11 ,1 " on S l'1otro 

·.C , _:ti-t.;~:nk .. , ~,~ . n vlci!dt~'" '.// :) j,'iotro. One ~toon will 
';'~ ,', ':"'" 'l,;;) ~ ,::"C 0:'. :'lIti"t.,·~'1: t,;l', ~I,~t:: on c-'[1t,crn GlopC:J or ~'ount Lunp.o. 
... '.t' '., C \~: .;,l' ,t, :-15 ; "Hr'S r; LC!. cc ~e on rocl:ct c i[;llD.l from atta.cld.ng 
I) t." ~. (,,' 1.'ln:. III ·-,tr.,.i"~-l~t b.l,~tt of f:"Lrc (9('3156). ' 

Ct),:' lJ;' '~Cf '!'S', ,:!.·.~-·.:::t lcc·ti,....:, ~'~'iP he r(""·,,'l"C, to l''k:>VO nlonr£. 
J ... . •.. ' ",.., ,):,:',:. t.c .~ !,,:~:.' O"~~~i0 ,.-, ,£1 vlc:b:.Lt;V· (lo.' R.J. nt 

.. ' .", '. \( ;', " c:. L c', ~~'\"'\)r'- ,:,·('t.t,~~c~~ i,,:, :!':1.ri:':t' on tllrrct.r.l north of. 'I,,'. . 

'."l'~~. o~:: .'l',·S'r). 

~. 

~. 
P'

V_·J . 

-1- :" It 
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pIN.. , ... ..w. .. 
' , 

..... 

...L .f. , ~ pl"" wJUd '. ia Sa ,..... 
t: rt~er oiaere. 

&e lIIMt1etl ,..-"''- to - ........ I 

I 

I a. .Ocq:uy ....nd.rw w.Ul 81dIal\ ........,. pa.. ........... f:6 

oper"M.oil ~1or to at\aake CaJJ'&lD ..... ltdA. to ac.p.,. tt,_' 636 '-* 
Deat~oyer Dsttallon. ' , I 

4. _. SerriM Cmq:an.y tr. ~_ area wS1l tund.81a ...... -.- .... 

plete ref1ll of fuel. WJIIImit1on,' and ratl~ Jri- \0 15 ......... Il11 

tunl.'~h Cor..~ "U" With acJM.t1oNll 1/2 1Il'11t ot ,IN. ~ apl.iYe oalI'~ 

It will send one aect,1ca Battali~ lfaint,enanoe p~ to eoq...- -AW J&'1cr to 

dayl~ 15 Deeember. Reminder of Dldntenanoe pl.a:\oaD be "'pared to ... t.o 

~~~ "C" 611BedJlj: area on order. 


. . 
. 5. Battclion Couand Post ill prnaCJnt locattea. , ...... BatiMd.S- ctonnan4 
i ' 

Ia••ad ,.t at..... __, Poet .t (990145" I w.l1l be \bin. ~.-
"C" ac:m~iBnd Poet at ~cnt locatJon.· . 

By Ol'der of Lt. Oo1011B1 JI'ElBi;RI 

• 

. " 

FOWU It :'. J(I·:~.fiTON 
·'r.jor, 753rrl Tonk Bn (r', 

S-2, S-,. 

Ht~STRICTED 


If! 




\..'" 

RESTRICTED 


:4= 

'.i.U: . t.i,e•. 'C of t;.!D '1ctior .,w..d h~ye been (lnt.ire~ different h~:d ,t~ 
;. :iC:::' rc,:{ ~1t:'l ;,}o::P,H\,. "Aft 1"1'0:. ~,:(tti,.e into tht: t:,l;n ":{:' .. ' ;:;·.H·~-
a :.C;., '~( 1.0 re~""'lce the cr,~ _temee.,'he reduot1on 0." t.he i:r;(~!~' defcl:.64B 
h .• ~;i.~ ; .. , ....:.~ pemitt.od the inf~J!:t!') att.ucid.n(: fro!".. tho uI:ltth, to 
t;:e .;': ..,it,!. Of!. ~Ct·ttc~·Q o\:'T-0$1tiOl1. The t.onn hEine in our h nds, 
t; ":-"0(;: c:'st of the tcwn flOd:d hnve ~f'!n bot~CtilP M ..d \'t:.mJf lv:ve 
be'" r. ':.01:" tc '1.::' .... :~ ~C'r 1'. ~1 i..J1Ur. t: ~v:c::; U'ff " deoialve nct.OPy. 

~; Go;.:~.·:,.y I'A" been civ~m the ml9~i().n of bc1r;r, in dirt·ct fire 3'tlpr-crt. 
"'.' , ·r,:".tr,.· :·t~ ek 00!!li1"..,": 1""01'1 t!1( ":',r,t, it 1." believed t.:.t· it 1tnlld 
:1: Vi !, ~i l:L{ ',CO>;, cr; in 9~~('t~Uahir.r. thl:i cls~i',n .. tp t.he tom..... in 
t' c '.: :;1";": ':c C'f too l"O<'"!t! ""hiD h formed, exoe'!'t in a. fn pJ.t!ces, 8 nf!turf\l 
t.- .. t:n' ·i'. '-'x,:~ '3Ucec~~' -·~:·'t'-t· ~.;~.VC? be~'n' "!~.;ble freEt r~,r, ~'()fl:ttiOI1S 

l~.: r: t', :,,)' ITo:+.. :"'..... ::~ I 'en t,:';~' :-:'Itllrt of tl·C' te~rr!1n lim.:itod the £ic;ld 
t j .. ,f .I'ire •., 

1. Cloc.r,.ncc. of rilles i'J'CG everuee or ap'l"OAch through c:WUea 1a 
co~(> L."l to innure 8'.lCC8."'l!l. •. 

2. It.crr.nt.e ~es should al_Y8 be t-i'ftl.Uahle 11'1 ihe .... a taak 
is <i.l••.; ..i.t.X! in such n ~iticn as to bl.ook the tOlWald .weramt. of t.he 
",~.·.~d~r Of Vle t...,";~.. ··n.:"eee th~nt Are ut.emnte rc::utAa 'or t.erNSn IMJDalile 
for <.h.~',:a:,·:;':<'nt off the reed, the ~sni8tl!!n.. of t.am. .. DOt. .. ",lied . 
11roo aat-he dlfJahlJ.ng or one tank 1n a crlt.!oal po1nt" 1d.ll de1'Wteq .., 
Il t,\n.:~ a\tnok. 

, 
I 

1., 

, ~, 

" 1 
~, 
i 
1­ ~ .,', 

.! ... 
-.- -- ~... ~ - .... -----~-- ---~ -~- ~---'--"-'-..:....-~.~~-~,~~.---"'= 
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'. '.."Ec"T~~.•.~,,·.. 
• ~~ __.-.c '3f~ ~ 

.~ , 

1,., 

Autla,
Init1a1e, 
Date., 13 D.izl•• ltr.f 

Fe v) 

H"~i'): J..'.'J' Gr l/50,CXXJ. Shoets I 16o-n and l.6l-m 
1. 	 .:.:.. Soc current ~? Roports • 

.h. 	 (NC1'l.':'T_ frther.:'1Dc, no cm,nge. 

,:. _ ::... ?,(,t 11 1m' Di v 

Atchdl 

S04th r'nm Int RTC (Atchd 3rd Ranger Brl, 00 "B" '"' 
Cheo Dn ntchd) 

lGt 	Italian MtlKl Bg'(ie 
'75Aod Tnnl{ Bn 
6j6th 'I'D ~l 
lst 'Lltoon 47th (J.: Co. (OB) 
2m Chem 1m 

~tt:~c:s on 15 o.nd 16 DOcembcr to oa~uro l!l' umoo, S. PIE'l'RO, SAN 'flTlOB 

n,,' t:.c !,:,'!i r,rO'lUlU 1l D~ E 01' SAl! Vr,i".I.'OliE • 


.I.~.IC .lNur.l~H· to OCOUTW high gro1l00 n and E of $AU VITTORE ~1nueei' rro­ ", 

('!'l:;';) ',vel;' vr:i.:t.h the: o:.':iect of como1Jdatinr, o.ndhold1ng 1l1J.ltt 729 
;I 
I 

~ '1~)~tV), 6t'!'t (9: 7....l87) and 954 (996-204) b.v daylight 15 Deoali:ler • 

.!i.e 	 1"~ nttnck on i'T V;: 00 \Vill oocin at 151'700 19Comoor, the trOO1:AS to 

[l,'ro:1ch t!1C objective O{1 closely 116 poo~ible ~uring darkness aud to 

co' ti!1UO the attack at daylight. 16 Deccober. 


~ 
indicated on ovorlq (ADnaX 10.1). l 

" 

). ,L- lll.at In1' tw(t (len::: lst Dn), 

(1) 	 :. :';th not lex)o th!l(l one lx·ttnlion, attDcks in con;jUDOtion with tank " 
;'r::,; Ci: on 5 Dc~~'r, ~CizC6 r-nd holds the tovll of S. PIE;TJI). •• 
fodv,\t~CB i'rOf.l the vicinity of' CCLLII:A ~iOrrrICF.Ll.D 1nt.o S. PIE'l'R) wJ.~ " 
or cloa(;J~ follouir:g. tJ'J3 tanks. 

-1­

i 
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(a) ....iD 4t4.lflfl.ot _ttl W'" Jar II&' _ tM ...... 

~ l42n4w..... 	 It· 
(1) 	 ,... .a.-q poet... _ .......... of ....... _ .... . ­

the IdCbt of U..iL6 '.11 hr h .... \be ~ ....., ._ III I. 
wan of "'!Mh lIDe '960 "" AI.__ 01 U. wet ... fI6 •. 
LtJJm. a 11&11 pn1'" left, tluIk or tM 1ltrfSa1a INA , ....... 
Oeran caw&....t\aelt he \bit ...... 

.\ 

(2) ll\5ntaSn ....ct. wlth 1ft ....... _ tile 1':L&ht. 


S. l./o3Id lDt lIIIIat " ..... Co.. "C" .....". w ... ..,. 	 ~ 
(1) Cont1DJee to *h pmgreea1,.q -..t I\lcIaa 'l'1dp lI'CI!l RSl1 120S to J 

occupy HU1 '729 (96O-lfJ). !hU _jeGt.1w to be ocmaDU.dew _. , 
dl\yligbt, 1, ~._. Jlach1.ne .. aDd _rtaM· to ....... ,. .j'.
d1J'ect tire onto sroU114 betweD I. PDi1IO IIIl I. trrroRl .... to'-' .' 
t1me. 

(2) ,~_ 	 "'" '153101 tade at Ii ~.' •.....SA canjunot.~11 with attaak of Co 	 ~.' 
Deoanber. CaptuN ot hi('Jl ground • of 8 rmttO. Pl'e]are4 to, ,_ 
attack to .~ure S YIftOftE Oft Dlw10e .CII'der. 'J 

(3) UI1r$imI omtaot with 50Itth Para lDt Bot OIl the rSlh'. 

(4) 8upport.e the attack ot Co "A", 7531d 'lank III 1Jd.tial.ll' b7 tiN. 

.. 504th Para Inf Ret (Atobd. 31d Ranger Bat 00 .., SlId m.a 1ID ...}t ~. 

(1) 	 OcIat1nue to hold H1l1 950. 0ct'JuW an&! hol4 R1.U 954 br ~ 
1, December. Ooouw and bold HUl 6B7 lIr c!qlJ.sbt. 15 DI. ,-. 

(2) 	 V.llintain contact with 45th Int Diy OIl r1gbt,. 

(3) Prot.eet rimt nank of Diviaiol1. 

S. let l!tzd Bp (Ita1hn) 

(1) Attacks after daylidlt rooming ot 16 DeoemJaIr aD D:1wion Older to. 
cepture. and hold HUl "". and to mop up .~ of 1ft' LtJti(I) ..n fI6 
96 ooordiMte line. 

(2) 	 Be Drepe.red on order to occup,y and organise t. defeme wen lid • 
elopee or 1f! unno relierl.n& elements of 14~ Irat "P. 

(:'3) llaintein oootact with l4l8t IDt Beet OIl tt. 11&tIt. 

(4) 	 B{f1e Arty em lS December support attad< QI1 B pD!JI) b7 P'''' tiNe ' 
on ,. slopes of ur wroo an4 OIl R:1ll 343. ~. d1JiMt, -.1·9 , 
1st Jl.t.zd. BP. 

http:1Jd.tial.ll
http:Jlach1.ne
http:4t4.lflfl.ot
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,RESTRICTED753rd 	Tank &1. 

(l) 	 Co "A" ~~ODinf, rood bond Dt «)()9-il;O) at ~l2OO D8OeJli)er, aclftnoea 
elOllr, rood into S. f ThTHO t'ror.t the east. Blocka entrancea into 
S. l·n:i'RO from the south, nort.h arid west in conjunot1on with 
occu~y~J.;,ion 0:: town by l.4J,st Int Regt. Ass1Ra .ttack ot Wid 
Inf Reb1i to capture the high ground nort.h and wet of SAN PD."rJl). 

(2) 	 Co "B" 753rd Tank Bn from present poaitions 8UJ'lTortS attaok ot Co 
"A" on S. rlE'lRO by fi~ on hostile AT guJI8 near S. PIETRO aNi OIl 
IJE a10 l '08 or I.~' U.':;c',o. 

en Co "C", 753rd Tank Bn tl'aI1 }:S'esent locat:1oo ,,"panci to .,... along 
Higtmay 6 on Div1G lon ol'{ler to tiring poaitione in y101n1t)' of ItJ 
at (957-.1.53) from wbich it oan support. the .,__ .' tirSDa OIl 
tnr;;cts nort.h of IU.gtt.Jy 6 and wat of S. plftJl)• 

36th D=-v Art.y (Reinforced by Grouy:ment "0". Cb'n4I Aft.J" 

(1) ~h FA an - direct. SUpy10rt of l.41at Int a.t.. ' 

(2) 	 132Di FA Bn. l"81ntoroed by 155tJl FA lID - d1ftat, eapjJtIK of 142Dd ,Int 
Regt.. 

(3) l.33rd FA Bn, aintorced 1IIJ 6~ " III -~ ....... of l43N lid' 

~~. 	 ' 

(4) 	 l3lst FA 1m, l'8intefted by 9l.at 'A III - cUnot. SupllOft 5OI.Ua'" ' 
Int D. 

(S) 	 All anWel7 giw priorit)' to ~ of l41A andl.43N lilt ..... ' ' 
on 15 Deoembor. 

~. 

I 
I 

! 


(1) 	 0UII8 .... in poa1t.ian _ar GOI.LQl .,.,.I.uO ....1'1\7 ~~ '- " 
atteak of _,taM fI4 Co "A·• .",... IfaIk ..... Mm_ file .. II::!IIIIL' :... 
targets in I. PDTRO .. 011 \he blab ....... aM. tltlll". ftIeI'eip~ 
atter pneal ft.,t-oft of \be ~ ., \be '.,. ",~ .., ..... 

. . ~ - . 

(2)' Bal.aMe" of batt.11oD .-neal. -pDOft fI6 143Id W" '161ft lilt 
ant Go -A" '5,. !uk III '" 11ft - ..... ft.'" ~·lsaJ S, ... 

, ot I. PDnD. 	 ' , 

(3) PNJIUM to d18pla_ to tUiai peaD~ .1..... • (t,oP' Mi,.,
JrI' !aGO _ aaleS. .... 	 :. .... 

llltb ... IDa 

o;.v::s~:_:~_:.~.,~':JI.(l) 	 ... ..... '"' 

.-1'"•. •• 

http:IU.gtt.Jy
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.~. -'"llJlll 
'r. 	 RESTRICTED 

I, i .i... • l':i.orit:v "",0 .'-3r'(· In£' Ror,t [l reij. Cle~r 
Ll ~c:::: '!~l i • 1:',. ;:c.•WI": oeo'll. iG~. 

..l • 

.;..... 
,"j'. ,'1. C C'.. ,i~ (~.V· ~O'~ rIC" ". ,;- "UrI) ()eel: .~ i'ir':i.w ~'()n:i.tions noor the 

;,:"' •. ' U':l. , C',~..L. :'C1l; c"'!' rC:T: T~(; dm:",r 111[: ,'I.. 11.,-1.5 Dcceober. 
:~:.~nrt t', :::t", C;:'O-'~ ttl.. l/lot lni' itvr,t. b.- HE onli!' on S. :·I.'l'R) 

i.:·l:;;·. ,..i'~,· j' c.~ -Lure ," :;. I, ';{J 8<il~lr:-.l SUo ort at J.4lDt 
:....;]rd .11:' "?~('rto. ~: .:0,.(.; "Lh~; ~;l!; Glo' cuaf '...' ,u,. GO .t'ror.\ Hill 343 

',J) ,;:( t (9;1;.-150)'.']:'0;. l··C.,) ttl ll.:!.,Y\ or. 15 D(.)o.,dx·r. 

(1) 	 Su' '/'_~"-'!' ·,':~""i, 0'':''<1' t·-;w, :1'lrn.Dsi"r l.:\rCtl tlhibh OO'1tinuc r:-c at 
. 1" ::c: :., \T.:ij. ~ -ri:, bc~::"n un:,a .~ il( :·ctu::·l IJt~,ack in lRunchcd b;v 
0:°0;, i.:' :i-'~. Th~.: j.G to :lVO::.C. loos of sccrec;y 3m ei.~'r1a•• 

,( ­( I Scc:;.'('C::· of "t',IIL:: Itt, r:;!d of:l\'ct:i.ve oonc":U.!:Jat in fon-m.rel al"Clls ':'. ~\I) 
;-:tr{!:-·i.(~ b~ all '.l11:i.-.,f rior to at.taok. 

) Su.,' :'()ri,:':;( .' rc:: or ,"'Or'uCl'B t"nd artillery ovoid blocJdl'lt! field or. 
tn.· ~:d D I':UI~G nOl...,:,h tl:lt: oo.at ot ~".I' FlITtl'1)0 With srooke• 

• 

lsi ',H.lkor 
.. ,\! ... :li 
G-:J 

Ar:nc»"G: 

Ann€x . o. 1 - Cvcrl.n:,c. 
f,nllCX :0 ;. - Art~ : l..."n 

..'Adm 0 

R£SlR~CTED 	 I? 
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" •
HEADQUARTERS THIRTY-SIITH INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY 

APO 36, U.S. ArIq 

14 December 1943 

ANNEX NO. 2 TO FO NO. 40 


1. See 	FO No. 40, Headquarters 36th Infantry Division. 

2. 	 36th Division Artiller,y, reinforced, supports attack. 

3. 	 .!. 131st FA Battalion, reinforced by 91st FA Battalion, in direct 

support of 504th Parachute Regiment. 


-b. 133rd FA Battalion, reinforced by 69th FA Battalion, in direct 

support of l4Jnd Infantry. 


c. 	 132nd FA Battalion, reinforced by l55th FA Battalion in direct 

support of 142nd Infantry. 


-d. 	 27th FA Battalion in direct support of lLlst Int'antr,y. 

e. 	 Division Artillery (4 Battalions) of lBt Motorized Brigade in direct 

support of 1st Motorized Brigade (Italian). 


!. 	Clroupment D, less detachments in general support. (68th and 93rd FA 

Battalions) • 


x. 	 (1) Direct support artillery North of Highway 6 - Fires as called 

for by supported infantry N of that feature. 


(2) 	 Corps artillery and general. support artillery will maintain fires 
on areas sholVll in Tracing "A". 

l3) 	 Smoke will be maintained on N slopes of M. LUNGO from 1200 on 15 
December until ordered to lift. No smoke to be fired east of Grid 
line 96 by l55th FA Battalion. 

(4) 	 Counterbattery fire by British in S. Al4BROGIO area and positions H 
thereof, and by 18th and 7lat FA Brigades 1f and N of M. LUNGO and on 
M. PORCHIA and M. TlDCCHIA. 

l5) la) 	 Startingat daylight on 15 December and lasting until 1700, the 
Italian artillery in direct support of the 1st Motorized Brigade 
lItalian) t will fire on four selected points on M. LUNGO. 
(9500-l44~), 1957Q-1440), (9625-1380), (9415-1475). 

(b) 	 CoDlD.encing at 1800 and stopping at 1900, the Italian artillery 1dll 
fire neutralizing fires on the same selected points fired on during 
the day, coordinates as given above. 

(6) Corps artillery fires will be fired only in areas shown on tracing "A". 

4. 	 No Change. 

s. 	 No ehange. 
HESS 
Col 

OFFICIALs 
/s/ Garner 

GARNER 
5-3 

I 
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1m'~rr.Y"'t.1on.- . 
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-..; . 

'. srro~'nr.'N... ~ IlYidclla b8J4 \beOIl 1.0 Deoa_., U. 36t.b 
.Ur., gentc~ Alane - (a.. ~r1IIr ....... 1 ...,... u 3Mb .......,. 

.1>1$ion dated lO16OO t,o UU59). . 

the Wid Infant,ry Reg1mInt' had been (llldeNd to .~ SAN rll'lW). 
rt, the Ili't.cmoon or the llth, it ... ~ and , .... to ac sa a1DaI tile .. 
~ f\8 ~ 'Clft ~lav 1. ft tad NIl into • ~ toftlfted". d n liN 
oor1tiet.1~ at a acrie. of strong p:Ul ...~ ........ 1Ir "U'.." 

~ r:-ol"t.8r fire. The ~t bad J!IIde lHIftal __te. taut, .. .......,. to 

ponetrntc the ~an Une. 


Orrlere wore ~1'1OO _ this ~ to __ .. attaek With .. 

OOtlf qr in oonjunat..ka Id.th t.ho l43rd lnfaJSl7 III~ .. 1.2 DI. t. and' 

to '-\1 ·tA~ SA!J ill1.S'RO. . 


tll~ rocelTJt or orrlere, a otu-. 'Y .. r.ade of mr;a aDd aerial .... 
r.mp~e tolu.ec' b.v ~ aid aerial ~anoe. ~ .... ,. tile tol.1".. 

http:r:-ol"t.8r
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ROM):":- One dirt road \'lith four bridr,es, eood tor tuo -.y hea.~ 
'1' ' ': _'eC, :'.'~n O!:t+-It:ot to the town \'f:ith braDCh-offa ot several ca.r1; and 
c:',_) ,{C' tl" ::!lc :11l ()l'r>hlc for the usc of t3nk8. 

. 1. lA:. j~ CO::' f,T;f,A 'CEI- Three flic;-~t8 were Il1!!de by ~ S-3 Ail' 
ov !. t C ct n l:c:1 ht of 60: 1eet. The 5-3 Ai.r tound toot tron Mst toJ'( 

,:c tv J.••. ',l;r: II t11l'CC (3) span bridge at 998159 <nap 1,250(0)•• \en (10) 
foot culvert a:t;. 996159. a 2.5 foot culv,_rt at 9lr.3156 am a 1;hi1'ty t~O) toot 
c;;j.l~·~l~ :.., lill} 'bri:.ct nt 9'14157. The troU nt 986157 (aoe sketch raunber 1) 
~~L. \,'\ t tu to'"" D:' U'11"(;(\ to be I1bou.t til1"CC to four feot \'lido up the 
'-', 1";' '';c i'r'~ :,:t ,;:'1. 1'0 ,(' l!1til the occoM terrace 'was rc..ac.hed when it 
:,"):\(ICC: t r ; (to l'O,)t \,'i(k c..-:rt troil IlDV:1.1lC 0 brick rotain:ing 1IBll on 
.. ~,~: .. ::,.': :,~,c. It n', c,:"ru' tll;'t tan:.£) C0', Lu rtm dO\m thiD trail with one 
~,.' c. .':. l,;, l'O"d ;Hl0 O;J( tr~,c;~ ,')11 thc terraces sruth of tllC' road. It aleo 

c: .'1.. 0:,:: :'.010 fer t, n:G to lonvc tho tra,U and opcrrtA on the terraces 
'L;\"l;\~~~ Y 'Vtfr-' i' ;;n' '-' l l~d. Tho tcrrtlCCe to the north aide of the traU 
,; )'t.: :, oC ~,V.,' l()l" t'-:l .:: tr; cli'. ,b. 

;3."):..: cd on t: ~(' /) boV'C, r. rc -Qrt WD !"'lI.d0 to the Com....'IU1d1ng 
I:l..L~--!'Ll;' Div,~n ~on t!1.nt trm>:' could not be used cross c~try in 

c'-~'-" ·t: ·t'" ':-·,'v cl-: oj' Jvhc ll~',:rd In.L'rmtr:T Rcgi.:-cnt. The sU['.~8tion 
; \:e t(, , ' >, c~ , d"" '" t; ll' l'O!' r: 'me' trl':U ahai'm on fl ;-:ctch nl':mer 1. 

'!'; 'c co ~ n,n,1:lnr rClwrnl clirrctec-' t!ltlt one C(Y:l'1'lny be oent 
t..() :' ~ ..!..' 'r (., l:)()'Y\:~\ ;In(' :lfl [!ttc,~1:. :.l3.cln with enGineer D,ssistr>ncc to get 

; , t'.' 'C(· I, the l1;~rc I:t.f...~ntl'j· are;,:. Ono cor:rvn;'! to north side 
c.: _t' 'i.l'c ::m or\.... (~)ec (N"'rl'" li"nbcr ;)). 

Co: . ; ,~: itA !I ; :('N\~(: t,o t~).. llC\'1 .. ret the nig!1t l:t.h-J.lth. 
I,C:):;' ..:',';':lC( \f: ., (".. ,_, t?!\: C~, ('I:;' 00-> :mdcr :ll1(l. cir,inoer -"'k"lrty of the 

111(.' \ ;1:' ::..; ~(' !,'~' ,- .1":"- c',: L.t:!Il 11 Dc:co:.Jbcr. T;c Lost acoessible vJ.nce 
\.' L., ":1' :.....', lei,c, b;.. t!:c cr:cinecro, ''')0 thc ro.:,ld bend at 995162. A 


""" 'C< ',::: :)(,.( CvC(' :'1"() t!l'i..::O:lllt u' to t;J( :=)rd !1attaU.on Co::Hll¥1 T"Ost. It 

";,,, .~>, "h-:t i..' 'v, :1 .~ \.'C1·( tD.::en 1.1:'" enol,,!,": th[)t it rXl,r:lt be "1Oooiblo to 


,". : 'l., ?,.;~. ';'Tt:,·'.:1l· b;- . ovbV~ aT :'!" t~1C tcrr co n.s fnr (1S !1Os~iblc. 


c: ()\ll:: tc l,,;( ,',0..."(1, 011(;, ,":00 GO (l;-,. 

,ort "l,'r':) OC':"':LlE b:-: t,"(" cl1.{:inearo, at dunic. cuttinr- dorm the 
( ',c'r' C'::8 ~3() t:iL:t t:ll':C Cot! d cL';:1b rro:'~ one tCtT<1CC to the other. 

"" -,t U ',-- C~ ...Ito to J\i11<... ~;rd'!1t'vnlion. Cnc u't1l;: started, up"the 
: -~c ·..:,n t,~.,c i,!: r'in, t. i:':: ;·~r("l!.:ll( \/:"1D soft nIle! it \~:J :,coV:v' goine in--. 
_. ,.. ,;. t,-:; r·:CC!1C r t C GCCO'!C\ tcrr;)cc, h,'lcl to :~.ke Il. rij1t turn, 

,.. ( f\ 1. ::..~' t..; cl:L b t,· V,( third tC:'l'c,cc. It :'nde three o,ttco~~ts to 
C,,'_ ...', . ~ ~~, ~\~.I\. G ~~ec:- ';. T::c r,r<)uncl "\'In~, torn up DO r.1lch cry t,hc trocl~ thn,t• 

0" " ::'<':1 "'vLl'. ~, ';"i ,C '~r'~;' "li ',Y I b'lcl: (lnd threw ito' track. Atter.l'-ts were 
,;'(:C ,'.i.:.. t( ',l.'''c:~, l:Y,:,t t "(: ((1cl1in;- :1nO r.l1'..'-\ronch ~)r dawn 'r)!'CVCntcd the 

C" '1 , nt," (' \/ork. 

) 
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area. 

, ' OIl 13 Dee, c ........,••__ ...u 1Ir ~ •. E•• 
OezaU f4 the 36th 1Dtaat.17 81..... to a._ ,.. ,..... fII alJ ... IS 21 I'" .;, . 
ere t*I't1a1pat.iD8 ill the attaak _ ... 1J'1l aDd ........ ~. lIaS8 •• ' ... 
tlw sUPpOrting t1ree, tt. ts. til ....... •ir'. \0 be .... . 

BUell 011 oar ~ ....... l' _ re' ..I.'nl ... 

.~Compahy "A" ".,••4 *-' ,be N84 ill 001.. \0 tbe taU .,...s. ( ,....,

on e_oh IIJIIiMIr 1). fhII'e 1\ -.al&t ........ in ...' _, t ....~s1f. 
nlatoon oont1rl.dng to actvanoe ... tM ....s aD4 tbe ~.~ to ......
the tl'atl. The 1ut yiJdoon to." .. Pe1Jlt, I (.............. 1) _A. 
1t .. dIt,.mlned Whioll 00l~ ,.. •••••w 1ft ftOhina \be ..... . 

"The leld1z1& platoaD _ to a.dYaaea to ,... 0 (1- --­
Dunbar 1). Here .. 8ectlon with the plat.ocm 1........ \0 'WD up ~ Valle 
pi'OM8Cl to D aDd tea. up _ ana..tobSDa paaltlol1 OIVl ••IdDl till '-elt. 
wu to .-.rob the Roftb-aut .lope of UJNOO Jar .......Ic _. !be ••, lIB' 
.eot;~n .. to pIaO••d ... the a.d to to. __ lal•• Be _'-. 

'lba eeoond platoon .. to pI'DOBed up the trdl d~ 
8strlide the tra1l. ubeN terrain pemS.ttedi dlatftr pill __ ........ 
and t.ben take up an Gn~oh:ln& positlon at Be . ana MOtion... to la1.ook aI.\a 
out at town. ..... 

The 1"ODaSn1ng platoon .. to IIDfe OIl Older fl6 ..,..., 
com zder and .to be uaed where nI.s.ct.. 

&ecI1eet." a4e loft .... an JIou.nt, ~o aa4 tbe 4--\.:\.., 
groum _at of ¥l~ PD'l'ROI tor ~w.8I"T ....ntat.loa8 ill ,be a.- , ....... 
tor dlrect tire euprort tl"Olll Ibmt RDt.oado ADd 't'1a1I'd.\7J and ,. lDfaat.17 
&saiAanOe in tac1ng the to. and Pl'Vt.eot1ng au t.... fl'aI. • 8I'01DI 
tzooopa. 

At thiS ooint. the quostion was brOUlht u" of .... ai.nM .... 
the 'nOSaibU1ty or the au.. blow1ng the 0Q1.,." and bftdae 1I.ltld.n \be 
en~ lines. It the bri4aea wre b10Im and the tNl1 .. "'... tbe taI* 
atta.Ok would be stopped. Rotbins oClild be dane a~ tbe IIlM8 bat 1t. .. 
bel1eYcci that t1ft) Britub Yalent,1nI taDlca .peo~ dea1ped.· tor bridae l.trbI. 
could be obl;a1ned. 

Ol'dOlW 118ft 1aauId by the dlYia~ a eo", ot 1IIa1eb .. at.te11a4 
and :nazoked Apnendex number 1. Intonation .. aleo re_:..4 tbat t_ Ir1t1ab 
V9.leDt.~ tanka were being ae& t.o 00IIIJa1\f "A". 

. 
. Ordere were issued by th18 battalian an tbe l4t.b. & OOW fI4 

V/h i ch is nttnchod and Marked Ap~ nu.mber 2. For dU}:G81tiClft of batt.aUon 
see OVer11\\" ~r 2, 

http:lDfaat.17
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'..".1,,(~lPH~,!r~ 
Ti.r.e of attn ok 'WnS aot at 1~ noen beoaue. tor • wek ~ , 

..~d ~'l2~;t ht'!d hunr, In tllfc' Ol"fll untU lAte in the naming. It as hoped tWa 
'Ci, .'l~ r2 [:: \'i>lci be disoi~tc; b.v 1100. This would afford adeqtlate . 
,,;;'U'V v', ~'()r (ljrcct fire au" ort nnt at the S8JlC ti..""C allow the cl1v1aloa. ,~ 

• 
eo :' ,l(r n:l.W! ti:!C to n·,tify units of a noet'OOJllOOnt of the attack beoaws. 
0_. lelc Cl.t . 'l; t::cr. 

'i"hc mornine of the att,,;:ok is Deoember, wu bright, and olMr. 
~_, (;rvc;',. 'i" rC!:i~ ired crfcct throu("hout the day• 

..:l1e oituation as it existed tho,t mo~ing wruJ as tQl.l()w.­
'i':;c Cl~C:, oeG'I.l~l!i.c, :1:10 doi'en1jod the to\'m of SAN PIETRO by ..u coneea1ed 

o,}jV. '):; lX1~\lCcn tll(' tot·,n 1100 t~l(: front line as lhown on Sketch ~r 1. 
j ~ ,C O~lt_:r'I: : rC:l co, :,,:- :~r:oo '\'«)11 p1~ced and lJell ooncenlect ~ohi['C gun nests 
UL tr "}' c': Il! 1,i: f'l: "Ol~:U'l(': inf:mtr, '~d . OltOrB somewhere in -ooa1tion north 
oi' . J .. I. T:10 one:: :'rtillcr;.• 'ort,"r nnd rna.ohinc gun firel had pinned two 
h'1t~ I.," r.: of V'C ll,)rd Infntr;v to the r,round. (See 0I;'a1 tron line on sketch 
~, i:;, r L.) 

One bnt,t~: U.on of l1j~ot tnfant.ry 1mB in 110eltion bet1l88li 
·:~t~nt " Lo'\l1o .. ~d I 0 nrc'Dl'Cd to ntt,'>clc . IF-TOO in Oonj',ncti n with the tanJ-: 

, t,'." :;:,)! iiO. COl1' '1ll'{ "n" lVaS in TX>sitlnn on northern elopes of Mau.nt 
i ()t:)~(I,). ~IC eel: :'!~ or t."lT1.~ (\cptroycrr: til:'lS in '''Ocit.ion on \'roetcm elope of 
(~:;r" Grn'1::v:i:lt llc. 

'n~c co ;':1;'''- co:!:'noor of Comp:m,\ "D" had aM~ed zones of 

,j": i .. c ,'>c~' l'Lo()!:. -'n con:hwction r1"tth the S-3, 'Who was coordinator or 


. -: ':11' "'l--t, C c:;, tnnl• ',:' n :lD,~:ir~nC(~ t, c&~aiJ~ nunbcr of houeos to destra,;7 

H't l ('( ;-:::'(.(~ ,·:'tZC 75J:; ~: ': 'i",'t5 n. FrOI.: ~t cx:cricnoc and through nv atate­

L:l:":': Jt \; .. im',',n VlGt eit'Kr n,-~r an :3Clf-~rope' 10i 1 anti-tank guns or tanl=­
r: c lx. C,) OC:'h':l :~I: nne of th;;': 1:011900. .' rooket signnl woo aezoeed upon 
;(l"ll '. t. (': t'C;:!'T :',: ,'101";" or ~"h(.lJ~ot ,..mel Oormo.l\V "B" for Comr.any "B" to 

CL,;< 2. ,r'. 

Cor1r, v;1d cilvioior. n:'tL'..:..or f:l.rcd ,'to nchcduled fires. The 
J.: ~" I\.' ...:)~ 1.... ;- :l.:".cc.'lf:'. r. ":': the: ti:!C !,c~rc(' :l-llour when ho;~vy ooncent'l"tlti·"n 
.~-" ,:, ..,~ ':. l.e 1;':<."', C 'l"(: [lr(![I. "'110:)c oonocntrnt:ions C,1.ot or SAr '·'l::;'fRO 
'i', :::itu:: ;'. vcr ::";;,Jur to t;,(; \/cRt in ol'V"lcr to:'Crdt cl('''r obecl"V t10n tor 

:"\;~. . r:'. OJ' Go' :i 1rt: "11', 7j'3rd J'nnk B.~tt.11ioL tmd Cor.l't'@IV itA", 636 Tank 
Dc ~,r~' C:t' :::t;0 !.:' 0":. 'O'lI'Jt tl!l[~O wn::; [p:]i)kc(~ )'rior to H-Hear. 

c() ;11t' "hDcJ rccc:~ved tIle tvlO ;~ritish Valentino bridge 
"I t_, '1. ..~.'1C (.;". : i( f rc O~ :.~;" "nc th rlhi cl1 \JnS in opCl"tinr, CO' '{Ut:1,on. A 

Cl't~',. \.~ n . ~':~" C' .'1":". ~n .. ··ri:· CIt to 0 :crotc thc Valentine :In thc attsdc. 
,':i; Cl" r;,,(i :1, '!;n:l"- to inl"!:. ::..tG 0 (;r,"ltjo!'i. 

- 4 ­
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• 1lDO 15 Dee I ber, 0...., ~'w .... ". IU.' ']7 
area 111 t.he toll.ow1n1 ....... 


•~~-,. 3N P1a\cMa 
.PJ.at.oaD 1....... In Plat.oara 
1Ir1t.1ah tuII 
C 2J lilt....2., Gas ..OIItt.a.. Jn ..... r. \a_. ,... PJ.at.oaD 
~... ,tr., ....... . \lliM ......... 

. 


oaw ...., Plat•• 
riftt.a_.... ~ 

.. . 
It. NaobBcl t.,. ...... '-lid at, (Q()9..UO) at. W. ~ '-tu.. 

move tank ~ bed been brieted _ 'hi eat.1ft opWat,lon. '** ........ 
thet they misht taw to OJIerate OIl .ith.r I'OAd C)II traU ud W1'II ....... 
ct.t..Ued in8t,ructi ne .. to , .... ___ it ........ ,..\IInIIIr ".".'. 
The '3N and let Pl&tocns were 1nt.e....... ill \be eol18ll .. *' __ u.. ... 

ott po1rlt .. reaeblcl at A (S•••IIIMh ...... 1) t&aIi ...uo. 'IIICI8ld '-.' . 
t.he '}I'Opel' d18ta.D188 and be abl. t.o ....... JftotiOal.q ......., of -- " 

CJt,it)IJ'. It .. elt1Jlated ttat tb1e -'had WQld lIMp tIak8 ill "-'h pl........ ­
the move durina the ....belliq aa4 plaid". of ~t1&w. ,. ...u.ab 
tank was to .top OIl tbe aut, .!de of Br14p ....1' 1. it l' __"" .. 
and allow tanka to ~8 1t. CD cmIere tram the ~ O. 'xl•• tbe 
Brit4ah VaJ.S1t1ne .. to retum to t.hI u.~ uea. 

At. 114' Coqa~ "I". 7531d tank Bat.talion and ~ w'.,
636ttl tank DeI~r Bat.talion,· oJ**! tire aD u.!pI4~. ft_ ...-­
tainld untll taDlcB reaohed ~t llmit of fire (8...eMIl ........ 1) ... 
Infantry ot UJ.n IntautI7 .1.pa11ed _ ~ to ..... tu.. One pla__ of 
CcrL.-.a1\Y "Btl ootere4 the nort.....t al.o~ of IAmao 1Ir ~ l,.....tle 'iN .. 
mUtU.1ned on al'98B and targets CDteida of the attafic • 00mpa11J''''.
ca.uSlt hlaV oaunter battel7 tift 111 1\8 area but, .,.-t-* no CIa8'U8l'*. 

At. H-I1ola' CampalV' "A" oroe.eel tile UDe .. dapartAIN (Net . 
bend at (OO9-iLSO» with sateen medium tanka and. one Bftt.1&Ib Yalent.1.ne 
T1'elUlvay Br.Ldp T8.r*. The 1'08d to HETRO, out out of the .ide of U. 
T.lOUrlt.ain. as steep with rnJDEtroua, w:!.D1ing tUJIUI. ~ the ~ .ide of ~. 
road the stene ret.a ininc all of the terraoe t=-cl • tuak ~.' !be 
lett side ot the road .. a ahe.. 8IIblDkment too preo1pltcu ter t.aQka. 

The rooveamt dcMD tlw road to po1r& A (8 ...kA.......1' 2) 
\1B8 without inoident. No .... artUlel'7 tift .. reoetrect. ~ 
~hia w.a clue to the errect1w amoIdng ot Jlour& ~. 

At. point A (8ket.oh nuniMtr 2) the lead taIIk (tuik ..-.r 1) 
moyed up,the tra1l. It had a d1ttiCult t1mI t17in& t.o DMt up W. tau 
becaUse it \!Il8 too narrow tar tank tnoka. In ita att.apt. t.o ~ -. i' 

.,. 

. 1 
.. 

•,J!'! 
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, "'1\ ,'\' 'J,,' t 'T: .:' CC l"'~t. :1; L:~!lr "l'lL. t 0 C~l.'l blc the tank to ti.ral.q 

~), ,,,) ~:l- tt.r'·~~Cl!. iorc. \1t\13 radiod bn,ok to the ~ 


J", • " i ~'~':Ll 11:~' :-.' ").n3"bj,('. '1; 11:: mmlx:r 1 rcoc1.v'Cd instructions 

t." 1,,':'),,1;" V:c tcrJ','ceo to 'L::<' trr.ll t11l't l/Ould be i'OfloiblD tor 


. ttl' " 1 '~','("eccdod in Dreflld"n:~ thl"O~Gh t.o t:1C trt'dl but found it 


I ..• 

• 
"" , <j""A ()~l t:li' trail. 1'1-.:.: t':Ji: rt't~ll'nC(:l to ''.()::':.1~, A tmere 

J;':t '·Ir.V, ;:' ~,( ro('(:('~d dorm tll< t.:rr',cC':"; to~"~rt" PIF.TRQ to tl,a~i8t the 
l'C;':~.ll tiC t"o\'m. (:--~(:C ()i-utch ",1l!.11Kr ~.~ for rotJlfc t:)l::on by 

~. :t ~,o\)k kll:, ndnbcr 1 t'l!'CC h' rn t') rCflch ro1n:t. E. It had 
',.' \. ' •. ,........ l'l''')!,~ one tcr-:,)CC to ~not~cr ['nd [·t t>c ~".o1nt9 

I·' G , , ,'m b; ::'("" :'l'l·~·r:t" ~.t )': ~,(;(" ,)11 :,::{~ destroycd 
i., • '.; r t',l' Gd:;c 0'1 [:"".J!: :tt ," .•l:J:l<.. ';;(i GC.rritc(! five 

, , , • tl> t;'l~: '~!"'.l (Ai i):(; :r:)u',. All f:i"v"c' 1:C:""C' hit 
, ' , 

'. 
.( 'j' :dl.. :. ' r ~.~ t.' l--!'l. (1J' cnc~~' ~;on:1(',l tlnC 

.-;. '.."1\ i/: ': ~,'I(, j" ·:i.:,:'C ,~:,j~Let~L' ,I; o..'lsu<'ltico, 
(~':i..(."t.':(' I"~ '1.:~,';ll rc,(~hcd oi:1t 1:•• By 

.( '1 ...• 'i"'ll: '1,,7';, ol'tkr'C( to retumtoi:oint A. 

't, ... 1 t .l~· ...~r tr. :U (I', ,,:~t ". tr!tlk no. 2 
1" .,;;. ~.:' brlcl.{'c ·,';:'1":'('(' lL. 1 Oli Sl:otch If ;:.. foll r .\'1Cd b:i 

• " t y' 'v:;, " 'I .L~,"ci:, :"'.';'.'l'IOCccdcd ncr:)::::- tl1C 
'<, ,.•." '~Jl; r )V "J) V, :" ',~ of t:'c rond cc)st of the 

J 
." ,'; .:'. . ':'.:' B!: o~, :..It,cr Cl"O~:3inc t:lt:' bric:.igc hit 

,.; .. ,,'. 'j. "cV .~. ~']'C Cl"<..~·,: I'(wf'inCd in tnc t."n'· nnd l1!1S 

." ',' ,'" ','~' t,· ·':"V <-,"r:~:<. ,~'n the t.lc'rl';'CC!; :,'bovr. 'l.'1tC "UB.t()()n 
!:' r \.,. i.::: ", e~ ,~, '. to '~',," : \ ' .. ' ~:. : nd l',)ceod' on the 

'. l. ,.'. " ," >'\' ':', t ,~ ;1.) ;. ,rLt,ll.:):It incilient. Tf)nk no 3• 
"C' ,Ij~ :::'l to t':rt,;~ J, '1( L--nil to ti'1C ':.1" cr trnU 

• f ( 
, -, -.,. 

'. 
~. Go:: : 'If', ,'" ,; :; (~(c:'Jvrn:"c(: (;{'r.lOn "1~ IV tar~',: in 

'1 "! '''::~: .~.;:" o· ; .. ~ .._ r-. ~',()r'r't!:(:- \;:tl: th,' 1'1''' Ol-.r, t\-:"t.. tIle 
'. '(J" i.~ r·.., -:':'0 ·t~ ( ~';.~ ~:·r.'''r... · :JO rLC;r("~.:~r-,t,() \'.1";;) rndicc 

t ~ , C", i , -,.• ( c",): n!' Co: : r~)"cr .. :JLtl' (' :.rC'ctcc. th' so(f.:i'n 
. .I,,' 1 'J. :'''0 .; t1!.~:i/' ["C' t C '..7:;r:: hloun t:c:' \·tr~rc ., • 

~ 

'. 
,.'.. ~ (- 1: ) '.r '. ~'\ ~_U ;.( l"()"'( tK;:(. '. r", t l::t n t· ~I ci~ 01.) 

f ') 
~·,-,l':· . .. ·tc :). ( 'C,~' ,",,' r,' '..,:' ,')'~ ti'i( '1,r\:,h f.: 1:Jtt'r:l ::,0 (' 

• 

~I'"J. ". .l. L' ' .... ''',' , .. .' ti r 1'0:1(1. It 
J. t. J ': r! [cl!.l.nr' oint D it, 

, 1 ,," ':-'l~f' l' :: . :::,,' t' (: r:r-:lV r'. 't',C"'l' : 

,J . ntcd s(:, (. 01 tr,( crct'l (I nvo thet,• ........
,," .(:r ! ..... ·.-r~ ~)('!. :>~"r:.c:;(·(' t:·, i!' t1.1elr 
l::.· 

tc b. n( c'" _.t, ·.)f t: (' h:,'it1r".c nt 
1, ;'-L.rl.. ('l~C ::;1cll f.'n·;~I'"'·tc' t~:e tnrrc..t 

:'.J i • .... , . ~, t ~ " 'l)' ~r~-: t nt-a :I:'..: ': ';<" ., 1'1' rm s• 
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~~ '"J :,RESTRictED , 
doot~·ed. Some ... meabere were able to --pit t1"CIIl the \&nice 

T.... DO. , all htt b¥ three .t.:ua from the ~ft, troat. ~ 
sholl rODltratcct the' turret and two 8M~ eltAftd the lett 111M. ThJa ta_ 
burst 1tt.o flamas and was deetrqred. Tbe dl'iftl' and u.ie\ant driver ...~ 
Tho driver clid;)ed to t.he tUl"l'et t.o ...18t \be tank comnencJ.er and gun __ cd. 
t.hrOugL the t.UI'l"Gt,. Thi8 driver ..,18<\ tJae tank oonr.ander bllt ., thI'cNIs .,. 
turret 't1hon the body broke 1ntwo. lilt .. the aunner wbo8e clothes _re ....... 
to burn move. The driver dropped the 4-.4 taJi( OOIIIIIlrder, gn.bbed. the sum-­
and ha~ed hiLL out of the tank. HIt .. unable to get tte ue1ftant aunner ~,.... 
by this tir;-,e the tlB.mee \'lCre oom1~ out of the tunet.. . 

h'hen tank no. 6 mewed up to by....so the British tank, hit a 
r.line. Tnnk no. 7 tried. to by-pasB No 6 8.11d hit a mine. Tank no. 8 tried to ___~ 
puab no. 7 off the road in order to pUB through and hit a mine. 

Tank DO. 9 tried to pith DO. 7 and 8 out, ot the lOad. 1d.t.bollt 
success. It thuD triac! to cl.1JIt) the terraoe to the t'1ght.. TtWs taU.. 

Tank DO. 10 - Coz:apaJ\Y ComrJanClerlli tanka. had in the .....ima .ot,ed 
on the rarlio rc'ort rt"ceivcd fr<r. Tank no. 1 that the trail 1Iia.s 1mr.allible 'b7 
orderJ.~~ t}~ tanl\S or the 3rd platoon to follow the 1st platoon. 

A1'-er Tank no. 1 reported ita euo..e in moving acroe. ~ 
on the torrr:OCB, the OOL':T':DI\Y oor:um.nder ordered. tte 2rd platoon to Ird"e up the ~ 
tr:J U at A. They were to follow the trncla! of tank no. 1 and 0&1'If out the Jd,esioa. : 
T.t no. 12 tried severo.1 timEts to clint> the terrace. It 'UI'DBd cnet" OIl ita·.~ 
COi-';plot;.e~ block1.ne the tre U. . 

T}1e rUatnon lender in tB* PO. 12 duzoounted - ran up ,he ~ 
to ao l3, and brouett. tank Bo 13 up to the troll to try to cl.~ the terrace' at 
the junction. 1'00 tank threw a trnclc. 

By this tir;'£ the C<lr.ly:1J rw ocmmuxler ,ad heard over the ndio 
what hDd ho . ,ened to tPnkn rD. 12 and 1.3. He ordered cUl rer.ain1ng tanka t.o 
tum eround :'U:,c1 follott him. (tDlic no. 10). 

Tnnk no. II b..1Cked un on its tum-eround.. It sllrped ott the 
cmllanf;::1:lnt, dropp:;d five feet off the l'Md, and tul'UKi over on its side. 

- , 

~'Vcr sir.oe tank no. 2 hit a II1na, enellV artUlery and ~r 
ahcliD fell in the vicinity. 

. ' \. 
Tank no. 10 in baCking up the road, hjt tAri< no. 1.3 arK! aoo1.dentJt 

aet it bock on its thrown track. The c~!\V O<X:'nUMler directed no. 13 to NDIlin 
,in ~x Jticn 8n(: cover tnnks lmocked oat. 

. Te.nks No. 14, 15, 16 on ordere frOI:l tho c~~, hid 
h"oked U':) to the ncg1nett.nl Aid Station an~ gone up and oYer the teft"8Oel!t to tlDll 
"nother ronte tnrough the front line. Due to the son. gftJWId anc:l naI'l'OIr la4aee 
011 1;,1;.. tcrroeoo. t;1ri«J no. 14 and 11 threw their tracks. ­

Tam no 10 and 16 tl'ied to find e.noutber m.y Dround 14 and 15. 
n;lulm in sl:;ctclle !~o 1.0 aD ato':pocl by [) I"8.vim. 

!" ~-~ 
'" ~LJI 

; 
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=~ '" ' tir~r d'1 rl:Dlos ,'ms [1 n"ro,'1chint,_ The COTl1:.P.I'\V COIIJIIlndor 
,:,'Y'\:'" ~~:.'" "·\,.,:"ir ,( t,:. ~:i..tit3.r''';·1 11~C' o·"cr"t:l.r1r, t:~riJ3 to the tt9S~ 

., •. X ~cl;, Ol~;(l> \,!,,;': no. 1 to rc:::turn, pic.: u, t~lC Cl'C\'l of no. 2.:. ":. "". 
, . ,\' i, ')"', '[; '.l,:, :l( C)',' r ~I.r the irj:t.i.c:l t,JnJ:, 6,7 and S am 

, ,J.; r(". !l:"l'::L-'r ~r(r~~hl(' rrith it~ oU nrossure. It .. . , I 

"). ~ ;,""G 

'70 • 1 ) , :.; !"·turned P::, S:lO',m OE :1.:ctCh. in cc '::i!'l: dmm the 
, 

'-' , ::t ,c:~IJ:;:"v(l; ')Ounced off no. 1~' kt.c·)ing it 'l~"'r';, :1tmtU it 
"-;","'. 

• 

I J_'. v n::::, :~')'.ll" t',!llw I"t"rncd to t!lC nG:C'!:~il.y ['rea, With 
1:. '\" ." \ ~:l~ ~., .. ~rt. oE tile crew of tr.e Dritiflh tnnk. The three m1ss1ng 

c::,'( /1. '. :. .. '~c. 'l,~ ,t..' ~ ..\:. ._, h, 5. 

Cl"CUr:: ._ ;., l, 7, :..:. 11 0nd 12, 1.7<:l"C cW'cuatcu b<'C8.U9C of the 
" ':.l :,l.J:':',,:l' .l'~rc. i~OllC::--f tlJ:';(' t:)ni.:s \'lcr(~n a pcx..·jtion to ~ 

.' u ~ ·c>.:' '..cv : 0()Ve nor rurn:'.fjf. nr~ ,arc cu' ~rt. for the 14)i'c1 
.. :..J., :':. ..i"~':.:!.:. __', '7, ~·.l;(·. ( Here w;;: [;(xi to on extend re<1:ljrinc a najor 

.. ,~. ~. f'':':': 1... . ;;, 1. 1.;-. :L::'. on t~'l<;ir uidc cO'tud not be usc'] by the e:neJIV. 
~';!i~I~'·2.t-'~..:;]~ t:~r1. \l:".':" lJOXEXI ~.n by 2, 6, 7 nnd f; I"nc. ooold not be r.x)'vec:l. TheIM 
.~... :; " : 'e '!' .:., ':lc:~ .,r . cd t-: .~ bcc."U'J c 1:t vms bclicvc{; \'IC could sn1va.ge the the 

.. '.",­

, , t. • 

Co~ ,~\.,rt· "Dir '~lS d~c'Le~: to ',:rovlde ';,.;1't)toct1ng £1roo around 
'1' 1 ,.. ,:c, 7_ w, 11 aDJ. l~. The ini':lrtt,ry on the hill south of the ar. 

~ir:. jD ••C(~ t,; rotcct i., ..~ tan:o durin£', the nmtt day f'r~ eneqrpatrols, by 
Jl'C ::.1.(: :":m .:.':Lrc. Requ(~~'t \1D~ .modo for 7ntcrrd.ttcrt. uaahine gun firoe 4~ 

tIle a:i.[11t. 

fl CrGi.'l I'lJD left in t,qnk no. U. t() provide 1nt.6rm1ttent ..o1ll.De 
0 ,.... + :'";r(-:: tC'l'=" COG to the ri('ht of t..,n;:s 2, 6, 7 and S.4.l....J ­

·':1C in:::,ntry !'!ttack, W'hich had j'.unped off 3.round l230 from,., 
.:' I rj rc:::ClIOC the nout!:crn 31~):xre of S·. ! n:mo. There its a.ttaak was .M~ 

L .....:c·.; :.::G~".ir,C' f,i.lrl nd :,:,ort3r ~'ire. 

• '1'~:C' 14:'rd In.fc·ntr:,·, whiCh Md expected to attack a.8 ~ as 
the; .rCGSU1'C h.3d b;.'cn rcllcved by the a.ttaok and intant.ry attaok t1'Oll tho 
:..:ouLl. 0:' 1:'/1'1.0, -..co U;;31llc to mare. 

Tl.c tnnk cor.:·c,I\Y, lx.oause of rca4 mines and bed \eftaa. fat,W 
lli i'L~ r _, ::,~ion. It had a..'1tici}ntec! road mines CD the min roa4 lilt hoped to 
:IUCCC(,>d, :UGIlt; tilC troll fran "An to the town. HII4 a platOOll ptten up \III ...t1. 
and o'~T;'tcd craos country as no. 1 dl.d,.~t. is bel1eved t....... oou14 law helD 
clcanGd t;.:. :;n(~ beon able to 8,ssi:Jt the J.4l,8t, Intant,ry- 1D \aJd.Qs the to.. 

The bnttallol l \'laS not able to sal.. ita taI1IaI uat.U _ 
ni.[jlt 01 the 17th uhen fIETRO ta8 taken OYer by the l4JIId IDt-'l7••a.~ 
out of tho dlsablod 12 uore destroyed. , 

An inspection ot the ?]lI;TiG ana 8~ ,he ... _ ., I1htAf·· 
boolrJ trnp"ed lind mined with all kncIIe..,.. f4 ..... ~. . '. ,'...., 

, . , ­

- 8 • HE~fR~CTFD 
.. ,. . , 
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