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Posthumous Award of Silver Star•.• •• ,,,, .•••.....• , ..••• , , •• , , , • , • , ., .•. , • - , , , . J 
Award of Silver star .•. , •••• ,,.,.,.,, .••.. , ..•.......••• , •••••••• , • . . , , • . . , _-;:1 
Award of Oak Leaf Cluster - Silver Star •. , .•• ,,., •...••••• , •• ,,., .• . .•... ,•, .IT.l 

I. POSTHUMOUS AWARD OF SILVER STAR. Under the provisions of Army Reg 11J at::.oris 
600-45, a Silver Star is posthumously awarded to each of the following rn.mcd 
individuals for gallantry in action: 

BILLY TILkiAN, 33885955, Private First Class, Company E, 141st Infantry 
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 15 March 1945 in France, During an attack 
against a stubbornly defended enerey town, Private First Class Tillman, a rhle­
man in the 1st Platoon, fought valiantly from house to house, braving heavy enemy 
small arms:, mortar and artillery fire to throw hand grenades and fire his rifle 
at German strong points. 7fuen his platoon wa .5 halted by an enemy machine gun,, he 
managed to worK his way forward to a point from which he could deliver ei'f P-ctive 
fire on the emplacement. With a single well-aimed shot he killed the gunner, As 
he rushed forward to destroy the gun and capture the crew, Private First Class 
TilLmn was killed by an enemy mortar shell. His c:allant actions were a source 
of great inspiration to all the members of his platoon, Next of Kin: 1itr s, :',o,1·c0 
c. Til~na.n (Wife), 103 Atlans Street, Norfolk, Virginia. 

JOHN E. RICE, 38036521, Private First Class, Headquarters Company, 2d Bat, ral­
ion, 142d Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 5 May 1945 in A1 ,s::,;,ia., 
\ihile advancing along a highway, the leading elements of the regimental :not :-i :.s .'.z';) J 
colUJlm were subjected to enemy small arms fire as well as f ire f:::-om an a:::.~.t!'!L.k 
gun emplaced on the slope of a bill less than 500 yards away. A tank ano r. i:'Jt,he:r­
'Vehicle were · hit by the hostile fire. Private First Class Rice, a driver 'i'! t'O , E' 

jeep v;as between the two destroyed vehiclEls, swiftly turted hi r, j eep arcunrl t a 
drive back and warn the remainder of th·e column, When he wa s hit b~r s, vis ro.l ri Ge 
bullets, he ordered the other occupants of his vehicle to seek cove:--. Th·?. t,, 
despite intense pain, he drove along the colwnn and shout ed w1c.rnings to t . ;P. Jth'l:r­
men until he died of his wounds. As a r~sul t of ~is ~allant sacr;_fir:e, t.w 
column was halted before further casualties were inflicted. Next or '.UL, ; .~·.-

Penn J. Rice (Father), Wichell, Texas. 

JOHN J. ¥C MAHON, JR.i 4203854-3, Prtvate First Class Compan:K F. B~:~ 
Infantry Regllllent, for ga lantry in action on 4 January i945 in l•ra fl.c., 6 .': ···l C"J.d 
in ~ommand Private Fi:st Class McMa~o-? was bringing up th0 rear cf tis sq. a~ 
during an _advance ~ga:i.nst e1:enw positions. when the men were suddenly SL·. b.~. ,e,t,.,0 so 
heavy small arms fire and pinned down. Vhth complete disregard for hi:; 0,,r ;,.'. '.\,­
ty, Private First Class McMahon moved to an exposed position and o::,en :,d fl.! '·, C!'l 
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e 

0
nem;y, Despite bullets striking around him, he continued to fire and rEiload 

his rifle as rapidly as possible, killing three Gemians, wounding three 
0

~,hers 
and neutralizing the hostile fire sufficiently to permit the members d ' rns ~quad 
to reach the covered positions. As he gallantly delivered effoctive f'i) ·e , ':e 
was hit by an enemy bullet and died before help co11ld r each hima };ext Y~ ,::n: 
Mrs. Florence G, McMahon (Wife), 1691 Carter Avenue, New Yo:rk , I,e·N Yd:· 

II. A'1ARD OF SILVER srAR. Under the provisions of Army Reguh t io ns f,S:-J- 45, a 
Silver Star is awarded to each of the following named indivldnc-J.s fr(' f:• .. :U. rntry in .:::.ction: 

JA;.1Es F, BARRETT, 01032191, First Lieutenant, 36th Caval ry fl3~c•onc:i.s:,'.l'1:: e 
Troop (Mcz), for gallantry in action on 3 May 1945 in German;r, L;_s:;1.,.cvr1J.1t 
Barrett was in the turret of an armored car, the l eading ve;1 i cle :'. n ;•, t,0. sK fo rce, 
when an enemy bazooka shell exploded directly to the front and 'l'Dunder: ,,·.,o 0f the 
crew r,mmbers. Shouting orders to back slowly out he opened fi.l·e on the 'l3.oz:coka 
tC..<'.ll'.). 's position with his 50 caliber machine gun. The enumy i mrnoc! i &:;"!:;,v si.r•Jc,,cd 
heavy machine gun and rifle fire at him, wounding him, and a s t::C•..J.'1<:: oe.7,00KA. shell 
set the vehicle and his machine gun ammunition on fire, Despi te; the p11.i_r of h :i.s 
wound and the dangers which confronted him, he stea dfa stly cor{cim.te d t o fi r e . 
Ordering his crew to ssl ek safety, he manned his machine g un ll'1til the '.:

1
0.:. of 

ammunition exploded, putting his gun out of action. Lieut enant 3e.r'.",,tt t.he n 
seized an automatic rifle and covered th e escape of t he l a st :nan, fi r.:: ng w1

1
;il an 

enemy bullet i<nocked the weapon f rom his hands. Lnt e r ed the Ser vJ.C:J ir-:,,,, :<'c.,ri·. Riley, Kansas. 

EILLful S, ROGERS, 31321964, Staff Sergeant., l;om;xmy L, 1 42c'I .-:-ri!'
0
•.r.t7 

Regiment, for gallantry in action on 21 Mar ch J.945 b . Gom,any . .;nt,-,,,s.-, r,•.3.~h ine 
gun and small arms fire from an em,my pillbox .s.nd it 3 s u:rroun.:iin

15 
t:~er-,::1,,_ s .::1-

flictod heavy casualties on the 2d Platoon. The p.bi:.oon l011.d1:;:r ':1r· s k:'..J. .. ,d iJt1ri. 

the ~oup was threatened with disox•ganization. Sv1:'.. f :.ly a ss umin.g co11H1i3.:J :1, Se;rgeant 
Rogers reorganized the depleted platoon into two gr o ups , anc:, wh :G.e ha.'.;:' t'.~e ;1en 
attacked the left flani-, and the other half the rie;h t flank , he ad-1anced al•.m(:; :'..n 
the center, directing both groups. Boldly expos ing himsel f t o t he hos t ila s.1nl l 
arms fire and hand grenades, he delivered accura t e fire at t he enemy r.os~.t.ions 
with his sub-machine gun and, da shing forward, ca pture d t hr 0e Geri.12.:1s in a trench. 
He then hurled a grenade through the firing apertur e of the pil l b,:x , for•cing tte 
machine gunners to come out and surrender. As a re sul t of h i s pers0;;a l u,~,c;re ss­
ivonGss and daring leadership, nine Germns wer e capt.ctrcd , two we:;,•0 killE,i, r1nd 
tho strong point was cleared. Zntered the Ser vice from Lmvis·~,on, ]£a.in,,. 

V:J~LTE,R G. 1{..NETZKY, 1-i-2140665, St a f f Se rgeant (the n Private) , Comp1n;-' C, il3d 
Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in ac.t i o1c or. 18 Decem~Jer 191+4 in F'N.nc ; , Vv,1 ·n 
information was needed for a forthcoedng attack, ;:.he 2d. Flatoon WCLS giv::m t.t ,:, 
inission of capturing a Ge rman sol d:i er . l<.]..l'Jroactiing th.:, fi:·st house on 'C,he 01 1·:~ ­

s ki.rts of an enemy-held town, P:dvate K3.r.e~z";y , t,f:e l ead scout , a t tempt.roe t. c per­
suade the ho stile group to s urrcndGr . I.[ nu: i ".1€ his demand, the ene.ny soU:i e_•s 
l oft i:.he house and took up a posi t:::.0:1 o"lbr,.:i it . Pr i vato I·:ane tzky cta sht

0
d int o 

t ho building and , moving to a wi n(ow on th<:3 3c.cond fl oor, again called t o t ne 
Germans to surrender. His positi on :i.rnrn'"ciJ.t ely bEJ came the t arg et for ho stile 
machine g un fire . Acting swiftly , he hur led a grt nade i nt o t he machine gun posi­
tion, wounding thr..e of the enemy and forcing 15 other s to surrender. His val h i,t 
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actions contributed materially to the success of the attack, Entered the Service 
from Schenectady, New Yori<. 

ROPERT B. A&!STRONG, 35828014, Sergeant, Company C, 141st Infantry Regiment, 
for gallantry in action on 22 March 1945 in Germany. Although fully aware of the 
hazards involved, Sergeant Armstrong volunteered to accompacy a captured enemy 
noncomr.ussioned officer into hostile territory to attempt persuading other Ger-
1,1,,!"l s to surrender. Almost immediately he was subjected to small arms fire arxi 
o. rt ;iJ_lery and mortar concentrations; but, by dodging from tree to tree and crawl­
in~ t~rough the dense underbrush, he and the prisoner worked their way as close 
a s /X>ssible to the enemy pillboxes. With the German acting as interpreter, 
Serc;oant "rmstrong persuaded 15 more of the enemy to surrender. His valiant 
action was responsible for eliminating three German stro~ points. Lntered the 
Service from Cloyd I s Landing, Kentucky. 

ANTHONY T. HLAVAC, 32704164, Private First Class, Company A, lllth Engineer 
Cor.1bat. Battalion. Entered the Service from Long Isl&.nd City, New York. 

RONALD H. W;.RD, 31352816, Private, Compacy k., 111th E!\;ineer Combat .i3attalior., 
Entered the Service from Cutler, liaire. 

for gallantry in action on 22 March 1945 in Germany. During the intense 
i'ichting in the Siegfried Line, six men from Company A, carrying demolitions and 
grenades, advanced with infantry elements to clear a well-defended sector of 
pillboxes. When it was learned that two of the men were wounded, thestJ men volun­
teered to go forward and take their places. Al.though enemy artillery ana filortar 
concentrations covered the approach to their objective, they ran 600 yaras to 
reinforce the squad which, at that tim,;1, was under heavy enemy small ar,ns and 
shellfire. Without stopping for rest, they tiach picked up a 40 pound o.;ehive 
charge and four hand grenades and, moving to the head of the squad, proceeded to 
cl~ar the German strong points. Bravely exJX>sing themselves to the intense 
hostile fire, they neutralized t.hn;e pillboxes by throwing hand grenades into the 
openings. Their aggressive actions aided materially in penetrating the Siegfried dei'cmses. 

Jv1URDOCH J, HERTZCG, 36474482, Private, Company G, 143d Infantry Regiment, 
for gallantry in action on 17 March 1945 in France. Private Hertzog had just 
surprised three Germans and taken them prisoner when h~ observed a wounded comrade 
lying in the open exposed to enemy snall arms fire. He i.."Jmcdiately went to the 
aid of the wounded man despite heavy fire from both friendly and enemy troops. 
Bold~, exposing himself, Private Hertzog stepped into the open where he could be 
seen. The friendly troops quickly ceased firing; and, althouzh still subjected to 
the ~nemy fire, ho removed his wounded comrade to a covered position. After ae:;ain 
exposing himself to search the open space for other wounded men, he evacuatad the 
casualty to an aid station. Entered the Servica fran Detroit, Michigan. 

III. A'.;ikRD OF OAK LEAF CLUSTER - SILVE.R STAR. Under the provi~iona of A~ 
Ror;ulations 600-45, an Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of the Sucond Silver Star ia 
awirded to each of the following mined individuals for gallantry in action: 
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. •~ •• H/Jft(lRS, 01303883, Captain, J.4].st InfantrY i<eglment, for gallantrY 
;"' ..,t,on on 30 Saptember 1944 in France. Captain Hawkin• .. s 1eading Co"""nf C 

10 
~ attack to seize an sM...--flcld hill •hen the ,nen •ere halted l>Y ... v, rifle, 

mach,ne . gun and ..,,tar fire • He quickly re organized the companJ, called for 
supp:,rt:i.ng artillery fire and, with three soldiers, moved out in a. flanking 
maneuver. After crossing a minefield and approaching ·within 100 yards of the 
enE:1..1.y position, they were fired on. Captai.h Ha-wkins ordered the three men to 
covor him and, -without hesitation, Nshed forward in the face of the enemy fire, 
firing his sub-ma.chine gun a.s he ran, By his bold action, he captured the German 
~oncomd.ssioned officer in charge end forced the surreNier of the hootile tro

0

P' 
in the immediate vicinity. hS a result of captain H~-wkins daring and aggressive 
action, the enemy, confronted by an attack from both the front and rea·r, were 
forced to withdraw from the area and the company was able to secure the high 
ground. Zntered the Service from-Mebane, North Carolina. 

i'iILLIAM S, ROGERS, 31321964, Staff Sergeant, Company L, 142d Infantry 
nCgimDnt, for gallantry in action on 18 March 1945 in Germal>Y• A5signed the 
mission of leading the 2d Platoon as a combat patrol to clear a German town, 
Scrc;cant Rogers p,rsonallY captu;-ed a hostile soldier on the cdg• of th• to•• and, 
by quostioninl! him, learned thnt approximately 180 of the ene...- •ere occuPYing 
posit.ions close by. The platoon was suddenl:, subjected to heavy ma chi OS gun and 
rifle fire from these positions. Swiftly deploying his platoon, Sergeant Rogers 
cxposod himself to the hostile fire to move from squad to ,quad, checl< his men's 
po sit ions and direct the ix fire , His par sonal valn r and out standing leadership 
enabled his platoon to held back the numericall:, ,uperior enemy until the remaiNi­
cr of his co"""nJ arrived and the hostile force was routed. Entered the service 

from Lewiston, Maine. 
1,.,1.il.TIN A., BE.RBRICK, 42043937, Staff sergeant, Company B, 142d Infantry 

P.egimDnt, for gallantry in action on 21 March 19 4 5 in Gc-oY, ~hen Company B' s 
attecl< on an enemy-held town was delayed by heavy fire from. a German pillbox, 
Scrscant Barbrick, a squad leader, dashed forward alone in the face of the hostl 
,ire. Upon reaching the pillbox, he thre• several hand grenades into the fixing 
a;porture and com,anded the Germans to surrender. Almost ;;.mediately eight enemy 
soldiers filed out of the strong point with <heir hands raised. By his quick­
thioldno and daring, Sergeant Bcrbrick reduced an ene...- pillbox and enabled his 
co,rr,oany to continue forward and sei"' the town. Entere<'. the service from Brook-

lyn, New York. 

BY coM!ViAND OF MJ>.JOR GENERAL DAfiLQ.UIST: 
JE.SSE B. MATLACK 

Colonel, General st.aff Corps 
Chief of staff 

oFFICil<L~1,;;~r~ 
;-?'~LLL--.M T • STEG~ 

1st Lt, Adjutant General's Department 
Asst Adjutant General 
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