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SECTION I —— POS“dUMOUb n%hnD Or _SILVER STAR

Under the prov1slons of Armg Hegu;atlons 6LO-L3; a Sllver Star is posthuuocurs:
avarded each,cf the follow;ng naned individuals:

" OSChR C BRATSHER, 38036008,,Pr1th First Class, Cowkanj G, lilst Infantry

*egiment, for gallantry in action un 15 December 1943.in the vicinity of #hdk, JJa
T~ivate First ‘Class Bratcher was company runner dur1n5 an attack against gtren Ly
fortified enemy poqitlons. Durlng the initial & stages of the attack, all cuun W,
tions between the different units of the company vicre dPstroyed by the Wédvy mer..
»nd artillery fire. To establish and maintain contact between the assaull and the
support elements, he made foyr trips across the exposed terrain separating tus urit
mraving the fury of intense enemy shelling, hlthough wounded, Pravate First Class
Bratcher refused to be evacuated and continued his important work until he was kil-
jed by fragments from an enemy mortar shell. By his determined courage and devo-
tign to .duty, he kept ,the company units in contact and enabled the company commande:
-0 maintain control during the critical stages of the attaci... Next of kins
mrs Sbella Bratcher (mother), 515 Vater Street, Waxahachie,‘Texas.

.. Lovis }u nNIGHT 322?10&8 Private First Class, bomvdny I, 141st Iniantry
Regiment Ior gallantxy in action on 23 January 1944 in che v101n1ty of s, Jtaly.
With his company in a hazardous defensive position alcng the *¢ Kiver, Prlvane
First Class Rnight voluntecred to occupy a forwarc cutpost position wihich was
under constant ene.y srtlllery, mortar and machine gun fire. Exposed to the heavy
fire sweeping the area, he daringly moved forward to, the vital position and suc-
cessfully occupled it. When an artlllerj barrage was directed at the outpost, he
bravely ordered his comrades ‘to take cover while he maintained the guard alone.
While determinedly carrying on in the face of the aeadly barrage, he was xilled
by an artillery snell which exploded near him. Private First Class anight's
magnificent courase and exemplary devobion to duty inspired the successful holding
of the company's position and undoubtedly saved the lives of tne otner soldiers
at the outpost. Next of kin: lkiss agnes <. £night (olstcr), 165 Park Avenue,
Brooklyn, New York. . -

} JOHN (Nui1) STERJ”R, 33237409, Private First Class, Company I, lilst Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 25 December 1943, in the vicinity of #&#, Ital
Private First Class Sterner volunteered tq go .pn a patrol whose mission was to

ambush an enemy machine gun crew, and destroy the p051tion. Vorking their way for— =

ward, under cover, of darnuess, the patrol reached the position before the enewy haa
sent men %0 occupy it and concealed themselves in tire v1c1nity. Private First Clas
Sterner, volunteered to take z forward position on the exposed terrain facing the
most likely avenue,of enesy approach, while the, other men toox cover behind 2 stune
pell, While the pafrol was thus waiting the apprOach of the enemy, a heavy artil-
lery barrage was directed on their positions. Vith utber disregard for his oan
sefety, Private First Class Sterner continued to hold nis forvard pesition, and
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while so doing was killed. By his great iﬂrtatude ,nu anseliish devotion fo nuty
in voluntar:ly #ssuming the most, danberous p351t10n, he enabled the otner men of
the patrol vo peturn in saféty. lext o kiny: wrs waggie We hohr (uother), Houte
Mumber 1, .Tohastewn, Pzansylvania. SR . - A .
? " T “
RUSSELL L; VEBER, 36454545, Private First Clﬂdu, Company C, lLBL Infantry |
\ Regiment, for gallantry in action on 12 Feoruary 1944 in the vxp;nlby “of e,
e Italy. assigned to mgintain a defensive pusition during freqxenu enemy ”ounben-
' attacks, .rivate First Class Weber, a mechine. gunner, stezdfastly remained with
his weapon ‘during an intense concentration of host.ile artillery and mortar {ire.
Displaying superlative calmriess and outs$tanding initiative when the tripod. of his
gun wags kriocked out; he courageously proppid the weapon up or some rocks and.direct-
ed accurate deadly liru against the enemy when tiney advanced within runge,- Hls
- anuermlned defense vas an impartant factor in repulsing the attack ard auncassiully
maintaining -that .sestor. Private First Class Veber was fatally wounded smortly
aftervard by 'a direct hit of a mortar shell on hiy position. His magnificént.cour-
age and exemglary Ce votion to duty iaspired all wno witnessed his deed, . Next of
kin: krs wargaret Weber [dother), 1.52 Atlan\ic Street, NY, Grand hapids,.wichigan,

y ARTHUR E, ST:RK, 34714046, Drlvane, Headquarters Company, 3d Battalion, 143d

Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in 'action on 21 January 1944 in the vicinity of

' Wity Ttaly. Private Sterk, assigned the task of helping to carry the batvalion

. switchboard across the #e% River during &n assault or enemy positions, crossed 'he
river in the fac: of deadly mortar, artillery and sis&ll arms fire, and set »o the
gwitohboard. Vhen it became necessary to send all available men vack to the frie.d
ly side of the »yiver for wire to replage ‘tLhe shattered battalion comaunication
lines, he volunteered to remsin and continue operaling the switchboard. although
painfully wounded, he determinedly waintained his position amidst the irferpno of -
furious shelling. Unaware that fierce enemy resistance had forced the battalion
te withdraw, Private Stark stayed at hig switchboard, constantly “testing his lines
even after the nalntenance of communication seemed impossible. Two 'days later his
comrades found him dead. ‘{e had been wounded four times, but was still at his
post. Next of kip: uirs siadpe. Stark, (dother), Nashville, Tenpessee.
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SECTION IT - gD OF SILVER STah

Unaer ‘.he provisiors of. Army Regulabions 600-45, a Silver Star is-auarded
each of the following nmed individuals:

- JOHN 77, UPCHUnu 0130®026 F 'rst Lieutegant, lh}d Infantr;" Regiment, for
gallantry in action’ oh 23+22 Januery 194-1n the v1c1n1ty of sk, Italy, ©During :
an assault on furiously defended eneiy p031t10us, across the breache“ous e River, /
Lieutenant Upchurch assumed command of Company & when ths compeny’ cois.ander was
wounded and evacuated to an aid statiom, Although 'painfully woundea nimself, he
continued to lead his men in the attack, displaying qualities of exnraordlnnrj
4 courage and splendic leadership under heavy eneny artillery, mortar and machine
gun fire. Realizing the futility of attempting to ppress further, Lieutepsnt
Jpchurch speedily reorganized his company and, with counsuamate skill, directed the
preparation of defensive posmtipns} "Entered the Service from Chicage, Illinois.

«?

' CLYDE (NI WALKER, 20809319, Technical Sergeant (then Stafl Serygeans ), Com—

L pany K, 143d L. antry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 21 January 1944 in the
] v1o111ty'of #i +, Italy. Encouraging and leddlng his men durin. the catterly con—

tested crossing of the % River, uergcant Walker assumed comiand of the entire

platoon when the platoon leader and other non-commissioned officers becane casual-

ties as a result of ths intense enemy artille:y, mortar and nfichine gun fire.

Reorganizing the men in'compact fighfing unit, he re dly exposed himself
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to tile continued heavy {ipe while skillfully directing the !lspult against the
nostile empleacements. His aggressive leadership materially contributed to the
advance in his sector. Entered the Service from Waco, Texas.

¢ JOHNY . GILREATH, 35769345, Stalf Sergeant .(then Private First Class), Come
pany L, 143d Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 21-22 January 1944 in
the vicinity of ¢, Ttaly. Acting as squad leader during the bitterly contested
ci zsing of the 3@ niver, Private First Class Gilreath skillfully led his men
‘acPass bhe treacherous waters under intense hostile artillery, mortar and niachine
g ¥ire, Reorgarizing them on the other side, he coursgeously moved forward over
~neE¥ily uined Lerrain leading an assault on his assigned objective and mainbaining
tlig pésition ageisnst repeated enemy courter attacks. His aggressive leadership
coritvibuted materially to the accomplishment of the company's mission., Lntered
the service from Helly Hill, Kenbucky.

”VJS, 37318978, Stafi Sergeant, Company A, 143d Infantry Regiment, fov
in action on 21-22 January 1944 in the vicinity of ¢, Italy. kncoursa:
eading his men during tvo bitterly contested crossings of the &6k the:,
#eant Hess repeatedly exposed himself to the intense artillery, mortar and
hlne pun fire while maintaining unity within his platoon. Pushlqb forward
¢~ .rageously over heavily mined terrain despite the continued heavy varrage, he
sacdessfully led an assault which overcame his objective and resulted in many
casualties suffered by the enemy. His aggressive leadership materially contributzd
to the advance in his sector. Lntered the Service from Zagle sSend, idinnesota,

- GARRLIT T. DALTON, 32649687, Private First Class, Company F, 143d Infantry

Res iment, fou gallantry in action on 22 January 1944 in the vicinity of %, Italy.
F"ivate First Class Dalton crossed the =#F River with faig unit in an attampt to

-5zyablish a oridgehead on the hostile bank. Atbachlng in the face of intense aruil
lwrv and mortar fire, he advanced with his squad until stopped by barped wire en-
tanglements covered with mac.vine gun {ire. Crawling forwarc to tne varoed wire,’
he assistud in cutting it, thus permitting the woops uo, proceed with the assault.
Frivate First Class Dalton continued dauntlessly forward, constantly exposed to tne
enemy shelling and machine gun fire, firing nis own weapon with.great eftecvivencss
against the strongly fortified and well concealed eneny emplaceqcnts, uatil he was
wounded and ordered to return to the friendly bank of the river for wedical dbten—
ticn., Entered the Scrvice from drooklyn, itew York, e . :

ALFRLD (NuI) DILEO, 34910823, Pravabe, Goirpany F, 1h3d Infantry segisient, for
gdllantry in action on 22 January 1944 in the vicinity of o#%, Italy., after cross-
ing thoe 8t dver with his- wdl in-at.assault wn onaay pOalbloWSxQn tas fartier
bank, ?fivatg Dileo continicd to'advance in t.e'fazce of continuous artillery and
nortar shelling and intease maching gun fire, He made his way across the shell
blasted terrain howard an «nery mashine cun cmplacesent until he was struck by
sarapnel. Mhen the aneiy lzunchad & rurious conteratteck, Private Dileo, ignoring
his painful wound, szized o atbomanic rifle and opened fire on the approaching
Cremy, succusslully rvpxllxbg the wihtack in his sector, Lntered the Service I'rom

Brungck, Jew Jeiser,
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Under the provisions of sy heguiaticns 600—45, an Qak Leaf’Clquwr in
cond Ailver Star s oaweode ! b tne following named: individual: '

&

JCAN D, DOHS, 35206971, Privat. First Class, Headquarters Company, 2d satte—




licn, 141st Infuntry Heglaent, for gzllantry in action on 19 January 1944 in the
vicini*v of wmount %, Ivaly. Hheturning {rom Coupany F, to the battalion comnand
post, frivave First Class Downs and a comrade cetected enemy minefield markings

on the trail. Voluntarily deteraining to clear the area of nmines, they moved iore
ward cautiously,«found the first iwine, and carefully removed it., 4§ tney did, a
heavy conceniration of artillery iire began to fall near thea. #hen the tury of
vhe harrage slackened, hhey continued to search the trail, discovering and remov-
ing two more mines, Their work was both hazardous ard tedious; before rewoving a
mine they had to carefully check it ror vooby-trap attachments, then exerciss
cxbreme cautio:n in neutralizing and removing it froa tne ground. Lot until vthey
viere certain that vile trail was clear of all mines did they return to their cowpal, .
By retaining tneir calmness under enemy fire anc by tne skill and caution taey
exercised in clearing the mines, Private First Class Dow and his cumpanion .uate
ar. important route safe for pedestrian and venicular trai.ice LEntered the Sesrvice
from Bathany, ¥West Virginia. :

By comnand of wajor Gen.ral wialKLR: -

TLUART To. VINCLET
, .. Colonel, Genepal-Staff Corpgs
OFFICInl: : - . Chief of Staff
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VINC 4T 4, LOCKHART
Captain, adjutant General's Deparumernt
Assistant adjutant General
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