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SECTION . I.-— POSTHUJOUS AWARD OF SILVER STAR

Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600~45, & Silver Star is posthumous-
ly awarded each of the followi g named individuals:

\) CHESTLR MAYS, 352676565, Private Pirst Class, Company B, iilst Infantry Regi-
ment, for gallantry in action on 21 December 1943, in the vicinity of #*#¢, Jtaly,
In en attack by Company B on Hill 730, Private First Class Ways, a mortar squad
.gunner, was assigned & position for his mertar. Although constant observed fire
“  from enemy mortars, artillery and machine guns fell on the ground between hia and
- , the spot designated for his mortsr, he immediately advanced toward it with his wea
v pon, When he reached the finmal trail leading to the position deadly wachine gun
» fire barred his way. To advance further seemed certain death, but Private First
Class Mays well kriew that success or failure of the operetion depended on effective
: employment of his mertar, Unflinchingly he continued forward, with utter disregaryg
. to the tremsndous peril to his life, recing from boudlder to houlder, pausing only
: for seconds to select the route that would make his success more nearly possible,
When he was only twenty yards short of his destination he was shot by an encmy
sniper and died in & valiant attempt to accomplish his mission, Inspired by his
magaificent courage and sacrifice, members of his squad who were trailing him
° carried his weapon forward to its assigned position and laid devastating mortar
o fire on the enemy. His gallant action reflects great credit upon himself and :
=" 7 the Armed Forces of the United States. Neoxt of iint irs, Ellen Mays (Mother),
' Teague, Kentucky.
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THOMAS JORDAN, JR., 32850517, Private, Company B, lilst Infantry Regiment,
for gallantry in rctioen on 21 December 1943, in the vicinity «s W%, Jtaly. Dur-
ing an sttack by Company B om Hill 730, Private Jordan, ammunition carrier in s
mortar iquad, advanced toward a designated mortar position carrying essential
amaun® ;ion for the weapon. ¥hen he reached an exposed part of the route he was
infofied by a guide that he would soen come under enemy observation and be sub-:
jected to direct, aimed. machine gun fire and mortar and artillery shelling. But
he continued to advance, well knowing the risks he was tzking to perfom his duty.
- He reached a trail that was covered by deadly accurate fire from enemy iachine. -
guns. Realdizing the great importance of his gotting ammunition to the mortar
that it might lay necessary fire on the enemy, he unhesitatingly went ahead. By
short rushes and judicious use of the meager cover svailable he advanced, con-
stantly checking his emmunition bag agsinst ioss in this rugged terrain. Ome
hundred yards down the exposed trail he was hit oy an enamy bullet and died.
valiantly trying to accomplish his missior . His aggressive vigor and magnificent
courage in the face of death so0 inspired t.c other members of his section that
they carried on to complete the tasw hu nad begun. The example of his bravery,
typical of the highest traddtions of American infantrymen, was a vital factor
in lifting the momals of his coupany. His gallant action reflects great credit
[ . - . .
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upon himself and the Armed Forces ef the United States. Next of kins irs.
Myrtle M. Jordan (lother), Lyons Fall, New lerk,

~ GLYDE G. BROWNING, 35267439, Private, Compsany B, l4lst Infantry Regiment,
for gallantry in action on 21 December 1543, in the vicinity of ¥, Itaay. Q9r—
ing an attack by Company B on Hill 730, Private Browning's squiad leadsr was kill-
ed and without order h: assumed command of the squad., ¥hen the advaice ucross
the rugged and barren terrain was halted, deflensive positicns were set up, De=
spite a constant stream of envmy small arms fire and continual arbillsry anq el o
tar shelling that fell all about him, Private Browning efficdiently ovganized his
squad and placed them in proper positions, Disregerding his own uweiol he re—
peatedly visited the members of his squad, encourag.ng them, advising the., ind
giving to them information received by him frem time to time, hile thus bravely
prfroming more than his duty in & holocaust of vnemy fire, he was killed. His
valor during great personal danger inspircd his men to carry on in a supuerior
ranner oven after he had sacrificed his life, fdis gollant action reflucts great
credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the Unit«d States. Next of kin: s
Mrs, Jane Browning (sother), Kockview, West Virginia,

SECTION II ~— AWARD OF SILVik STHit, .4ISSING Ilv ACTION

Under the provisions of Amy Hegulations 6C0-45, a Silver Star is awarded
to the following named individual, missing in action:

WWILLIA B. ACKLRMAN, 35267832, Sergeant, Company A, lilst Infantry Regiment,
for gallantry in action on 20 January 1944, in the vicinity of +#%#, Italy. Ser-
geant hckerman was a squad leader in Company a during the crossing of the b
river, The attack was lcuached under terrific enemy artillery, nebelwsrier,
mertar, and small arms fire across the deep fast-flowing river ana over ground
further protected by mine fields, booby traps, and barbed vire., Cover was neg-
ligible in the last seven hundred yapds of the river appreiches. An eneuy strong-
point was firing oi the company's positions and holding up the advance of the
company. Sergeant ackerman and two otner enlisted wen advanced toward the enemy
strongpoint to eliminate it when an eneamy thnrown hand grensqe landed in bhe mid—
dle of the group, Vitn utter disregard for his own safety and thinking cnly of
the lives of his comrades, Sergeant Ackerman picked up the grenade to throw it
away from the group when it exploded in his hands and seriously wounded hiua,

From this enemy engagement Serygeant Ackerman is missing in action, His gallant
action reflects great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United
States. HMext of kin: urs. Sarah hckerman (kother), Porismouth, Ohio,

J SLCTION III —— AVARD OF SILVER STaR.

i

Under the provisions of Amy Regulations 600-45, a Silver Star is awarded
cach of the following named individuals:

RALPH S. PHELAN, 0378415, Captain, l4lst Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in
action on 22 November 1943 in the vicinity of ¥%#, Italy. Captain Phelan was
battalion surgeon of the 2d Battalion, which was occupying a defensive position
on Meunt 8¢, Intense enemy artillury concentrations were falling at frequent
intervals inflicting numerous casuzlties. The rupged terrein mede svacuation
almost impossible. Despite the heavy enemy {ire, Captain Phelan went up the side
of the mountain and administered first aid in the battle area. His self-sacrific—-
ing action and devotion to duty with ubter disregerd for his personal safety
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undoubtedly saved the lives of many soldicrs. iiis gallant action reflects grrlst |
credit upon himsclf and the Amed Foirces of the United States. Entered the Seps .

vice from Houston, Texas.

 MER E, FORTIER, (l112697, First Licutenant (then Second Lisutenant)
111th Engineer Combat Battalion “
' Entered the Service from Lewistor, uaine,

M/J‘IIA.I.IE R. SMITH, 20817740, Sergeant.
o Company B; 111th Lnginser Combat Battalion
Entered the Sérvice from Pert artnur, Texas.

*> HAROLD R THOWPSON, 20817806, Scrgeant.
Coaflany B, 11lth Engincer Combat Battalicn
Entercd the Service from Bowie, Texas,

For gallantry in action on 4 December 1943 in the vicinity of Mount ¢,
lsady, "hese men voluntecered to make a daylight reconnaissance in order to:
find a route around the mountains suitable for a pack trail to be used in supply-
ing critically needed rations and ammunition to front line infantry troops.
As the party began ascending the mountzin slope they were inmediately met by
heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire, The terroin was dif:icult to traverse
and afforded scant cover, so that the men were forced to advance by dashing for-
ward a short distance and then falling flat on their siomachs to protect themsilves
from injury by flying shell fragments. Whun Sergeant 3mith was wounded Sepgesint
Thompson rendered:first aid while Lioutenant Fortier hastily secuved medical aid,
Lieutenant Fortier and Sergeant Thompson then continued en to accorglish their
mission. The information obtained by this patrol made possible the construction
of the pack trail under cover of darwness, contributing msterially t¢ the sub-
sequent flow of adequate supplies to infantry troops on the front lines. Their
gallint action reflects great credit upon themselves and the Amed Forces of the
Uaited States, '

v/ WILLTA J. DeLOREY, 32445052 Corpcral,
Company B, 1llth Engineer Combat Battalion
Entered the Service from Bsacon, New York.

J ARTHUR L., 'l‘RUi‘.i’;ﬁN_,' 35443467, Corporal (tren Private First Cftffi:s')‘
Company B, 1llith Engineer Combat Battaliion
\)Entemd the Service from Beckley, West Virginia

JOSEPH (NML) ROMANY, 36173650, Private First Clasa .
Company B, 1llth Lngineer Combat Battalion
Entered the Service fram Flint, iichigun.

For gallantry in =ction on 5 liecember 1943 on sount bk, Ialy., These three -
soldiers formed an advance grovp for an engineer platoon placing trvicing tape on
the route of a proposed pack Lrail in support of two infantry hattslions. Enemy
observation was perfect and the entirc two mile routc wes subjectod £ ¢ontinuous
sniper, mortar, and artillery fire. The barren mountain slopss afforded only & -
scattered rocks tor cover and undor the interse firc all othor oporations were
forced to cease., With outstanding aggrecsive vigor and magnificant display of
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courage these three men disreparded their versonal safety and accouwplished. their
essential mission despite the severe enem fires, Their gallant action reflects
great credit upon thensclves and the Armed Forces of the United States,

V- JOHN K. ROGERS, 15047004, Private, Coupany &, 1llth Lngineer Combat Battazlion,
for gallantry in action on 27 January 1944 in the vicinity of ##t, Italy. Pri-
vate Fogers accompanied his squad on @ mission of preparing « gup in an anti-
personnel mine field from a highway to the banks of the 6 priver., Uhen tho

squad reached & point in the mine field azbout 200 yards from the river, a miac
exploded, seriously wounding one men-and revealing the position of the group

to an e¢nemy machine guh nest on the opposite banke Despite the inteuse machine

gun fire tat was immediately directed upon him, end with utter disrvgard for

his own life, Private Rogers remainad with the wounded soldier, assisting in
rendering first aid treobment and in cnrrying him from the area under fire. As

the squad withdrew, another mine exploded, killing the previously wounded man and
wounding four sddition2l soldiers, including Privite Hogers. Although he himself
was seriously wounded and was suffering intense pain, he refused first aid treat-
ment for himself until he was certuin that the other wounded men had recvived ,/'
attention. His magnificent coursge and strong devotion to the welfare ol his
cemrades while under encay fire grestly fucilitntsd the evacuation of his felldaw

v soldicrs and hims:lf, His gellant ceticn reflects great creditv upon hiuself and
the hrmed Forces of the United States, <nibered the Surviecs from Ceampbellsville,
Ketbucky, ” ' '

By command of srjor Gcneral TaLKLits

S8TEwanT T, VINCENT
Coloncl; Geuncral Staff Corps
* Chief of Zvuff
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