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Cammendation for Exceptionally keritorious ConduCtee.cseeeescseosseccncessenass I
Corrected Posthumous Award of Bronze Star dMedal....veeeecevessccesccssssccscees II

SECLION I —— COMAiLNDATION FOR EXCEPTIONALLY tERITORIOUS CONDUCT

Under the provisions of army iegulations 600=55, each of the following named
individuals is commended for exceptionally meritorious conduct,

ALTHONY M. DE MUTH, 0369152, Captain, ¥C, l4lst Infantry Hegimert, for excep-
tionally meritorious conduct on 11 February 1944 in Italy,., Vthen he was informed
that a portion of the 3d Battalion medical section had become separated from the
main vody, Captain Delfuth volunteered to make a reconnaissance to locate it. With=
out a thought for his personal safety, he proceeded along roads and trails that
were under constant eneiyy observation and subjected to artillery and mortar shelling.
He finally succeeded in contacting the lost group and directed the men to their
parent organization. Entered the Service from Farmville, Virginia.

ALDEN R. MC ROBERT, 01308161, Captain (then Second Lieutenant), Headquarters
Company, 36th Infantry Division (then lilst Infantry Regiment), for exceptionally
meritorious conduct from 11 to 27 February 1944 in Italy, During this period
Lieutenant McRobert performed his important duties as supply officer for the lst
Battalion with unusual efficiency and dispatch. He skillfully organized his supply
trains and often led them to the battalion position on the summit of a mountain.
The trails crossed a velley and climbed steep.slopes which were subjected to artil-
lery and mortar shelling; but he never faltered in maintaining a coatinuous flow
of supplies, including amunition, blankets and clothing, tc the front line troops.
Entered the Service from Gales Creek, Oregon. '

FLOYD D. GATTIS, 0382333, Captain, Headquarters 36th Division artillery far ex-
ceptionally nmeritorious conduct fram 9 September 1943 to 2C September 1943 and
from 15 November 1943 to 13 March 1944 in Italy. Landing with the assaulting in-
fantry shortly after H hour on D day, Captain Gattis, with little assistance, set
up and organized a fire direction center and was preparcd %o handle fire missions
as soon as the batteries were in position. Through the initial operations from 9
to 20 September 1943 he worked night and day with very little rest or nelp, under
continual threat from enemy guns, supervising the fire direction center. During
later periods of cambat he served as assistant S-3 with a measure of skill and
efficiency that greatly contributed to the effcctiveness of nis battalion's sup~
porting fire, Entered the Service from Dallas, Texas,

WANLEY P, MADDQOX, ¥R, 01577506, First lieutenant, 36th Quartermaster Company,
for exceptionally meritorious conduct from 13 to 25 February 1944 in Italy. ‘hile
the divipion was engaged in an intense batiule against stoutly defended enemy posi-
tions, .Lieutenant Maddox was assigned the mission of establishing fopward supply
dunps in the mountains overlooking the froat lines. Although he and his men were
under ¢nemy observation and subject to heavy artillery and mortar fire, he main-
tained the dumps within carrying distance of the infantry and, by his careful
supervision, greatly facilitated the supply of front line elements during this
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operation., Entered the Service from Pettit, ls!ississippi.

- DOWING O, SMITH, 38050987, Master Sergeant, Headguarters, 36th Infant-y Divise
ion, for exceptionally meritorious conduct from 9 September 1943 to 26 June ¥4 in
Italy, Sergeant Smith, chief clerk of the chemical warfare section and liaison sece
tion, landed on the first day of the invasion of Italy and, working calmly under
shell fire and aerial bombardment and strafing, swiftly orgenized his section and
put it into operation. When he learned that the graves registration officer vas in
urgent need of assistance in burying the bodies of numercus soldiers killed in
action, he volunteered for the job, For eight days he continued performing his
regular duties as well as assisting at the cemetery. During the succeeding periods
of combat Sergeant Smith served as liaison non-cummissioned efficer with Lhe advance
elements of the division, working calmly and efficiently under-frequent artillery.
and sniper fire, remsining constantly on the alert and exercising sound judgement
and perseverance in performing his important duties. Entered the Sgrvice from
Galveston, Texas. S N

CALLIE D. NORTHCUTT, 20803147, Technical Sergeant (then Corporal), Company I,
l41st Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 20 December 1943
in Italy. One morning Corporal Northcutt volunteered for tvio reconnaissance patrols
to make contact with friendly troops to be relieved by his unit, He followed stcep
inountain treils which were under direct cbservation of the enemy and were subjectcd
to constant artillery and mortar shelling, but he courageously continued on to coi
plete his mission. On his second trip up the mountain, he was exposed to enemy
machine gun fire while locating the friendly positions, but he succeeded in returne
ing to his unit with the necessary information. Entered the Service from Luling,
Texas,

PAUL J. LINK, 38120958, Staff Sergeant, Headquarters Company, lst Battalion,
141st Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct from 10 to 27 Feb-
ruary 1944 in Italy. During this period Sergeant Link perfomed his duties as
Operations sergeant calmly and efficiently urder the most hazardous conditions.
The company area was frequently subjected to artillery and mortar shelling and
repeated enemy assaults with rifle grenades and small arms fire. Although he
suffered from the intense cold and the rain and snow, he remained with his unit
until it was relieved and succeeded in getting vital information to the battalion
S-3 when several attempts to contact him had failed. Entered the Service from
Ll Paso, Texas.

LLYOOD P. HOPKINS, 33315284, Corporal (then Private), Headquarters Company,
lst Battalion, 14lst Infantry Regiment, for ex¢eptionally meritorious conduct on
4€ December 1943 in Italy. Although he had already completed one trip to front
line positions on a strategic mountain, he volunteered on the same day to accom=
pany a second mule pack train up the stecp trail. Vhen artillery firs blasted the
area, the mules and drivers scattered, some starting back down the mountain., Heede
less of personal safety, Private Hopkins swiftly reorganized the mule train., Be-
cause the sergeant in charge of the train suffered a leg wound, he assumcd command
ard lod the pack train to its destination. Entered the Service from Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, :

WILLIAM H. SMITH, 37302574, Technician Fifth Grade (then Private First Class),
Headquarters Campany, lst Battaliom, 1lilst Infantry Regiment, for cxceptionally
meritorious conduct on 16 January 1944 in Italy. Private First Class Saith, jeep
driver assigned to the battalion S-4, was leading a small convoy toward the frout
lines when the enemy began blasting the area with a heavy artillery barrage. Some
of the drivers were making their first .trip to the front; and, confused by the
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incessant shelling, th‘ert their vehicles to take cov' Private First Class
Smith, exposing himself to the hostile fire, moved from man to man, explained the
urgent need for the supplies loaded on their vehicles and encouraged them to cone
tinue forward to the front., He succeeded in reorganizing the convoy and led it
under the hostile shell fire to its destination. Entered the Service from
Lingswood, North Dakota.

MINOR C. SHIPP, 34077170, Private First Class, Headquarters Company, lst Bat-
talion, V'lst Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 20 Dec-
ember 19 .5 in Italy. Private First Class Shipp was &8 member of a carrying party
instruc4*: Yo furnish supplies to Company B, a unit on the front lines forward of
the rem.. _der of the battalion, Carrying 40 pounds on his back, he proceeded over
unfamiliar terrain, following a circuitous route in order to avoid the enemy fire.
Although he and his comrades were often subjected to artillery and mortar shelling
and frequently lost their way, they ccntinued dauntlessly forward after nightfall,
finally reaching their destination after 12 hours of awarching. By his determina-
tion and-courage, Private First Cluss Shipp furnished Caupany B with urgently
needed supplies. Entered the Serv'ce from Plain Dealing, Louisians.

JAMES R. MACKIN, JR, 32753013, Privite First Class (then Private), Company I,
141st Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 3 Decemoer 1943
in Italy. Private idackin, a member of & ration carrying detail, climbed over
slippery rocks up a muduy mcuntainous trail toward his destination. He and his
comrades wera forced to move through an area subjected to heavy artillery aad
mortar fire. On the way back down the mountain, while recrossing the sawe shelled
area, -he spotted a'wounded soldier lying exposed to the cnemy fire. although he
had been instructed to move through the area as quickly as possible, he courage-
ously stopped and, with shells bursting around him, assisted the wounded man to
safety. Entered the Service from ashland, New Jersey.

CHRIS HARLOW, JR, 33533021, Private First Class, Campany I, lilst Infantxy
Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 3 December 1943 in Italy.
Private First Class Harlow voluntarily helped carry rations to troops fighting
high in the mountains. He picked up his case of rations and started up the steep,
rocky,wet, slippery trail. i‘'ong thc way cneny artillery fire, directed by obser-
vers watching the treil and iistening post operators who fired tracer bullsts to
indicate the presence of troops, mads going extremely hazardous., Tho earrying
party followed a body of friecndly soldiers. Suddenly z terrific barrage of artil-
lery and mortar firo blanketed the area, Private First Class Harlow knew it was
his responsibility to get food to the fighting men, so despite all difficulties,
he clung to his cumbersome burden and struggled on to his destination, Over and
over he repeated the gruelling trip and carried box after box of rations past dead
and wounded who lay along the trail in witness of the dangers he braved. Entered
the Service from Bristol, Virginia.

ROBERT L. PAINE, 20814569, Privatc First cnso, Battery B, l32d Ficld artil-
lery Battalion, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 18 January 1944 in Italy.
During enemy artillery shelling of an area near Battery B, several men of anwumrur-
crait unidk were wounded, Despite.'the contimued fire, Private First Class Paine, an
aid man, on his own initiative went to the aid of the injured, To reach them he
had to pass through the shclled area and as he treated tham he had to remain peril-
ously near the shellcd area. His mudical skill under stress of great danger al-
leviatzd the suffering of the wounded wen and contributed nmxerially to the saving
of their lines. Entered the Service from Cliburne, Texas,
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WILLIaé T. VEST, 328014C7, Private, Headquarters Compeny, lst Battalion, 1l4lst
Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally ueritorious conduct on 21 January 1944 in
Italy. Private Viest, & switchboard operator in the cammunications platoon, volun-
teered to assist two linemen in laying a wire line from the battalion coawand post
to the bank of a strategic river, He proceeded along & path under direct eneuy
observation and subjected to heavy mvrtar fire. aware of the urgency of his mis-
sion, he never hesitiated, but corntinued dauntlessly forward to coauplete the line.
"hile he was returning to his unit, he was struck to the ground and stunned by the
b concussion of a nearby shell explosion. Entered the Service from Llmhurst, H. 7.

EDVARD A. WALCH, 36577367, Private, Headquarters Company, lst Batualion, lilst
Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally weritorious conduct from 16 to 26 February
1944 -in Ttaly. Private Walch volunteered to maintain an essential forward suwuly
dump which was under direct observation of the encay. The building which hcuasad
the dump was subjected to constant, accurate artillery shelling, but ne a.ways [er—
forined his duties with a calmness and efficiency which inspired the respect of his.
comrades, He remained in this hazardous position, meeting all the battalion's
recuirements for rations and munitions and maintaining an essential link in the
chain of supply to the forward elements. Entered the Service from Inkster, :ichigay

SECTION II — CORR.

So much of General Orders’Number 265, cs, this Headquarters, as awards a
Bronze Star Medal to EDWIN E. FOJTASEK, 20807998, Corporal, Cannon Company, li3d
Infantry Eegiment, is corrected to read as follows:

"Under tlie provisions of Army Regulations 600~45, as auended, the following
named individual is posthumously awarded a Bronze Star iedal for heroic achieve~-
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ment in combat in Italy. R

"EDWIN E. FOJTAS:K, 20207998, Curporal, Cannon Company, 1l43d Infantry degiment,
28 day 1944. Next of kin: sirs. Willie Mae Fojlasek (W#ife), Route #k4, lwosebud,
Texas,"

SI'EYART T. VINCZNT
Colonel, General Staff Corps
WPFICIAL: ‘ Chief of Staff
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Major, Adjut@it &Creral's Departaent

asst.. Adjutant General
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