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Gl;l~Elv.L ORDERS 

NO. 216 

~ D 

HEADQUr.RTERS 36TH INF~NTRY DIVISION 
APO #36, U • S , Army 

ATNARD OF SILVER STAR 

-
opDS 

1.3 June 1945 

Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, a Silver Star is awarded to 
each of the following named individuals for gallantry ~n action: 

NATHANIE.L KAPLAN, 01297047, Captain (then First Lieutenant), 142d Infantry 
Regime nt, for gallantry in action on 19 March 1945 in Germany. Company C, ,nounted 
on tanks, was spearheading the advance against a town in the Siegfrieu Line de­
fenses when the men were suddenly subjected to an intense concentration of artil­
lery and rocket fire. Lieutenant Kaplan, the commanciing ofi'icer, with only half 
his company left, deployed these remaining men and r i:illied tl'iem to move forward 
with hi.n in the attack. nlthough painfully wounded by shell fra~ments, h.; led 
them, in the face of intense ma chin,.:: gun fire from the front and flani<, aero ss' 
600 yards of open ground. .11.fter three gallant attempts, h,:; succeeded in crossing 
the exposed terrain and seizing the town. Lieutenant Kaplan's ,magnificent coura5 8 

and outstanaing h :ader :;hip inspired his m.in to overcome che formidable enemy re­
sistance and acco;nplish their ,Hission. Entered tn.e, Service irom Camden, New 
Jersey. 

WILLIAM J. JAHNS, JR., 42069388, Technical Sergeant, Company E, 142d Infantry 
Rc;f'.imcnt, for gallantry in action on 15 March 1945 in France. wbile attacKing 
through a vwoded area, the 2d Platoon encountered h..::avy mc1chine gun fire from an 
enemy bunker to the front. After deploying one of his squads to lay down a base 
of fire, 'Sergeant Jahns, the platoon sergeant, valiantly dashed toward the German 
strong point, firing his sub--machim, gun as he ran. UIXJn reaching the fortifica­
tion, he hurled a hand grenade inside, wounding two of tho enemy and forcing five 
others to surrender. Then, spotting two Germans in a n ... i;1.r0y machine gWl emplace­
ment, he charged this position c1.nd captured both of tho enemy soldiers. His oold 
and aggressive actions eliminated a sarious threat to his comrades and enaoled his 
platoon to continue its advance. Entered the Service from Great Ki:lls, New Jerk, 

FRANK D. TOBY, 33326511, staff Sergeant, Company A, 142d Infantry Regiment, 
for gallantry in action on 21 March 1945 in Germany. i-.ssigned the mission of 
cl,Jaring an em.,my pillbox which was delaying the platoon I s advance, Sergeant 
Toby skillfully placed his men in position to lay down a base of fire. He then 
dashed forward alone, braving the ~eavy fire directed at him to reach the side of 
the pillbox. He hurled two smo.K;:; grenades through an epurture in the fortifica­
tion and then, when the enemy did not surrender, tnrew three frag,n,mt0 tion grt:n­
adcs inside. Thrt-e German officers ano seven enlisted men came out of the pill­
box and surrendered to Sergeant Toby. His quick-thinb.ng and aggressiveness 
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eliminated a throat to his men and enabled his platoon to continue forward and 
seize its objective. Entered the Service from Philadelphia, Pannsyl vania • 

HOW..:.RD F. WC.AS, 36900909, Private First Class, Com:pany F, 142d Infantry 
iw,~ :L;1ent, for gallantry in <'- ction on 19 March 1945 in Germany. When Company F 
was halted by intense automatic weapons and rifle fire from an onemy pillbox, 
Private First Class Lucas was given the mission of cutting a passage through 
th ,, b_,rbed wire entanglements which blocked the approache s to the fortification. 
,".lthough he was the target for heavy enemy fire, he craw,l'"d dauntlessly forward 
to the barbed wire and, with bullets hitting within inches of him, cut a l a r ge 
go.p t ;1rough the entanglements. Then, instead of returning to his squad a ft er 
co.-,1pleting his mission, he dashed to the si<;ie of th e pillbox and, al though sub-
j octud to fire from other enemy strong points, hurled three hand grenades . 
through an aperture of the fortificat ion, forcing its occupants to flze. .ns 
three Ge rm.-1ns attempt 0d to take up a new position, he killed them with accur3.te 
ri.flc fire. His valiant actions cleared the enemy strong point and enaoled his 
company to continue its advance. Entered the Servic0 from Davenport, Io'#ja. 

i .... NU:..L DI.nZ, 39588673, Private First C'lass, Company E, 142d Infantry Regi­
m,mt., for gallantry in action on 21 March 1945 in Germany. 1Jhen the 2d Platoon's 
.idwJ1ce was halted by intense c.l-Utomatic w0apons fir (;) f rom a Siegfried Line pill­
box, Private First Class Diaz, boldly exposing himself t o th-=- hostile fire, con­
tinue d dauntlessly forward, crawling over fellE;d trees nnd through barbed ~ire 
entanglements toward the strong point. hlthough he became the target for an 
enemy 'llortar concentr.:ttion anC:. for slnall arms fir e from nearby pillboxes, he cut 
his way through thE; l a st barbcJd wire dntanglement ancl. crmvl cd over trenches to a 
position be side an a perture in the pillbox. He swiftly hurle d t wo phosphorous 
grenades into the fortiflcation, forcing its eig):lt occupant s to surrender. His 
aggNssive .a ction opened the way f or his company to flap.!{ th0 remaining pillboxes 
and compl ete its mission. Entered the Se rvice from ,1/iont ebello, California. 

GUiJ),.LlJff. L,Ra, 38051120, Private First Class, Headqua rters Company, 2d Bat­
talion, 142d Infantry Regiment, for ga llantry in action on 22 March 1945 in 
Germany. When attempts to clear a strongly fortified SiegfrLid Line pillbox 
were f rustrated by intense enemy machine gun and rifle fire, Private First Class 
1.a.ra was given the mis sion of placing a beehive charge against th a door of the 
forc i fication. After adva ncing to within approximately 70 yards of his objec­
tive, he became the t a rget f 9r heavy :l.utornatic weapons fire from nearby pill- · 
boJ~e s, but he crawls;)d da untlessly forward across the open terrain with th(;i ex­
pl o sivu cradled in his arms. Finally reaching the pillbox, ho placed the charge 
a gainst the door and se t it off. The explosion blew ope n the door, wounded four 
Gc r~~ns a nd forc ed all twelve occupants to surrender. Private First Class Lara's 
de termination iind agg r e ssive ne ss were an inspirat ion to all his comrades. 
"'nt c r 3d the Se rvice from ,.ngl ct on, Texas. 

JOHN D. F'RE.NCH, 34925532, Private First Class, H(.adquarte rs Company, 2d 
Battalion, 142d Infantry Regi1t1ent, for gallantry ip action on 22 March 1945 in 
Germany. Whvn a demolition squad was halt .,d by intense enemy fire from Siegfried 
Linc positions, Private First Clq.ss French., with a 40 pound beehive cha rge 
cra<ll 0d in his a rms, crawlad dauntle ssly forward towa rd tho pillbox which was his 
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squad's immediate objective. Although he was the target for small arms fire from 
other pillboxes in the vicinity, he bravely exposed himself to crawl over trees 
and through barbed wire entanglements, never faltering until he rea.ched the Ger­
man st~oi:1g ~int. He swift~y placed his charge against the door of Lhe fillbox 
and set it off. The explosion blew open the door, wounded one German ana forced 
seven others to surrender. As -a result of Private First Class French's courage 
and a:;gressiveness in eliminating this key strong point, the battalion -was able 
to flank the remaining pillboxes and complete its mission. :i!intered the Service · 
from i1fobile, Alabama. 

DOUGLAS M, ROLLINS, 34150838, frivate Fir'st Class, Company L, ·142d Infantry 
R0g:iJ',113nt, for gallantry in action on 22 lliiarch 1945 in Germany. When the 2d 
Platoon Vias halted by intense enemy fire from a Siegfried LiM pillbox, ?rivate 
First Class Rollins, a rifleman, dashed across 50 yards of exposed terrain in the 
face of hostile ftl'e to reach the German strong point. Crawling to the top of 
the fortification, he dropped several grenades into the open door, wounaing two 
LrE:.rmans. Then, boldly moving in th0 direct line of enemy fire, he crawJ_ed to a 
ventilator on the side of the pillbox and clropped another grenade down the shaft, 
Although he was the target f'or an enemy sniper, he valiantly n,mained on top of 
the fortification and, by dropping g·renades in front of tho firing apertures, 
neutralized the hostil~ fire. His quick-thinking and courage enabled nis platoon 
to charge the position, killing one Ge:rnian, wounding two an0. capturir--:t., three, and 
then continue its advance, Entered the Service from Zachary, . iouisia.._ "-

HOO-H M. OsBORNE, 356b9390, P:civate First Glass, Company L, 142d Infanti--y 
Regimont, for gallantry in action on 22 March 1945 in Gornnny. During an attack 
age.inst a sector of Siegfried Lim, defenses, thu assault platoon was halted by 
heavy machine gun .fire from a German pillQox. .As his companions sought cover, 
Private First Class Osborne, acting on his own initiative and with complete 
disregard for his personal safety, dashed across 75 yards of opw terrain in the 
iaco of the hostile fire. Upon reaching th0 side of the pillbox, he climbed to 
the top and, although his position afforded no cover, began dropping hand grenades 
through the door of the fortification, By his bold action he killed two Germans, 
siknc0d the machine gun and captured the other three occupants, eliminating the 
strong point and E-nabling his company to continuE: its ac.vancQ. Entered the Serv­
ice lrom Taylorsville, Kentucky. 

JOHN C. 612.CKWITH, JR., 33921874, Private, Compan;ir A, 142d Infantry Regiment, 
for eallantry in action on 21 March 1945 in Germany. \,'hep the 2d Platoon was 
halt :~d by heavy enemy small arms fire from a trbnch and pillbox to th0 ialJT1ediate 
front, Private aeckWith, actirig on his own initiat,ive, dashed forwaru in the face 
of the hostile fire. He assaulted the trench and, firing at almost point blan.K 
range, killed one German and forcad three -others to surrender to h:iln. Then, with 
onemy bullets hitting all around him, he ran to the , side of th0 pillbox and • 
hurled a grenade through one of t.he i3,pertures. Although tho Germans occupying the 
strong point immediately began throwipg cone ussion grena0.e s 'lllhic h burst within 
five feet of him, Private Beckwith hurled another grenao.e into the pillbox, wound­
ing two enemy soldhirs and forcing all ten of the occupants t.o surrender. As a 
r e sult or' his gaLi.ant actions, an ene1ny strong poi.pt was eliminated and his 
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pla toon was able to continue its a dvance. Entered th0 Service from ~ittanning, Pennsylvania . 

FF..ANK J. ? t!.TRIGAC, 35061924, Private, Company H, 141st Infantzy Reg:Luent, 
for gallantry in action on 9 De cember 1944 in France. '.'\lhen a German ,nachine 
gu1mer assaulted his ;)o sition, Fri vate Petriga c valiantly stood his ground and, 
vd.t h ,1is acc..ira t e fire, k ille d the e nemy solaier. J, i'm; minut 1:;s latur th6 Wsi­
t ion h~ l d by his machine gun section was completely surrounded by the nostil~ 
troops. The enem;y direct6d heavy .:. rtille ry concentr:1tion s on th<J ro ut 0 to the 
r o~r in an effort t o prevent a id from reaching the fri8ndly force. Though fully 
:iwa.r E: oi' th e dangers involved, Priva te Petrigac volunte" r e d for t he haz:i.rdo us 
r,ds s ion of brea«in6 t h rough the German line s and obtaining he lp. He mov ea a lom, 
b ro ugh t h L- wood s anci, de spite .:2chine pistol and snip::, r f i :re e.nd the art.illery 
shG11s which wer e cra sning all ?. round him, continued dauntl0ssly on his mission. 
Finally , after crossing an open field that was Known to cont 2.in enemy mine s, he 
r 0ach-.ld thE; company comma nd po st,. By his valiant a ctions, Private Petrigac se­
cur0Q he l p in routing th0 enemy !roru the positions ~nich endanger~d the iaachine 
gun s ection. Entered th~ Service from Cleveland, Ohio. 

RALPH M, GANNON, 35882205, Private, Company L, 141st Infantry Regir,ient, for 
galk.ntry in a ction on 12 Sept embe r 19M in France, dhile a t tacking acrc.ss a·n 
open field, the squad of v,hich Privat 0 Gannon wa s second sco ut was subjected to 
hea vy enemy small anns fire which killed the lea d scout nnd pinned the squad to 
t he g round. Immedia t ely t aking the place of the first scout, Private Car.non i n­
f on aed his squad lea der of the situation 2nd then work ed his way to a position 
bc,hi nd a well Which afforded excellent observation. i'Jhile he attracted most of 
the enemy fire , the r emainder of his s qu!! d was able t o take cover in buildings 
t o t he r ear. A Ger.::an four--oan t:etrol approached along a draw and assaulted nis 
posi t ion. ,.lthough bul l ets were hitting all around h:im, Private Cannon fought 
with such valor and determination that three of the enemy were killed or wounded 
e.nd t he fourth was forced to flee, He remained in this precarious position, de­
livering hara s sing fire a t the hostile force and passing back infonll3.tion to his 
sc;uD.d l oader, until the enemy w::_thdrew. Entered the ServiccJ from :New1-,ort, Ky. 

BY CO.d.,faND OF .nil',,JOR GLNER,.L D,,HLf;.UISl': 

OF'FICL~-~-. 

(/' /£Afft" ' A~~ / %~-?,>(~~~ ~~/ 
/ WILLI.Aui T • G.t<~li . 

J.stLt, .• djutant General'.s Department 
-"Sst ,.djutant Gene r al 
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JESSE; B. 1,~.TL.CK 
Colonel, General staff Corps 

Chief of Staff 

DisrfilBUTION 11L 11 
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