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1 platoon to éont-imae its advance. Enterad the Ser

BESERIETED
HEADQU~RTERS 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION ‘ =
AFO i36, U. 8, Army

13 June 1945 -

GEWEZR.L ORDERS \
NOG 216 *
- AWARD OF SILVER STAR

Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, a Sllver Star is awarded to
each of the following named individuals for gallantry in actloh' b ;
¥
NATHANIEL KAPLAN, 01297047, Captain (then First Lieutenant ), 142d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 19 March 1945 in Germany. Comgany C, manbed
on tanks, was spearheading the advance against a town in the Siegfriea Line -
fenses when the men were suddenly subjected to an intense concentration
lery and rocket fire. Lieutenant Kaplan, the commanding officer, with
his company left, deployed these remaining men and rallied them to move
with him in the attack. although painfully wounded by shell frazments, o
them, in the face of intense machin: gun fire from the front ,and el
600 yards of open ground. After three gallant attempts, he succeeded
the exposcd terrain and seizing the town. Lieutenant Kaplan‘s,magn
and outstanding leaderszhip iﬂsp:.red his men to overcome the formida e

‘sistance and ac_compllsh their msaiun. h‘.ntei'ed tha Serv:_cc u.rom M&qﬂf
Jersey. TR R M) 2 .w, ‘ ) i

WILLIAM J. JAHNS, JR., 42069388, Technice.l Sergeant, Oempary E'
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 15 March 1945 in France. |
' ‘through a wooded area, the 2d Flatoon encountered heavy mschine gugek
cnemy bunker to the front. After deploying one of his squads b
of fire, ‘Sergeant Jahns, the platoon sergeant, valiantly dashe:
strong point, firing his sub-machine gun as he ran. Upon _redc!
tion, he hurled a hand grenade inside, wounding two of th
others to surrender. Then, spotting two Germans in a
ment, he charged this position and- ca;pt.urqd both o. th
~and aggressive actions elimimteq. a serious threat t.

FRANK D.. T0BY, 33326511, Staff Sem
gallantry in action on 21 larch 194!
ing ‘n )enemy pillbox whth vgaa de aymg




Lt ‘wxmm inches of

j.n ead of returning to his squad after
of the pillbox and, althougn sub-

points, hurled three hand grenades
tl'a n, forcing its occupants to flee. as

ed te ﬁaks"up a new position, he killed them with accurate

clearsd the enemy strong point and enabled his #

Enherecl ‘the SeI‘VlC» from Davenport 5 Io:ua. - ik

s 39588673, Pmﬂa»te First. Class s Company &, 1A2d Infam»ry Reg:.— A
ry in action on 21 Karch 191,5 in Germany. uhen the 2d ‘Platoon's -
: d by intense automstic weapons fire from o Siegfried Line pill-
te First Class Diaz, boldly exposing himself to the hostile fire, con-
untlessly forward, crawling over felled treecs and through barbed wire
ts toward the strong point. &although he became the target foran
tar concentration and for small arms fire from ncarby pillboxes, he cut s

| es;de an aperbure in the pillbox, He swiftly hurled two phosphorous ~ i

e fortification, forcing its eight occupants to surrender. His
ion ‘opened the way for his company to flank the remaining pillboxes
ts nussion _Jnterod the Service from sontcbello, California.

mmm an, 38051120, Private First Class, Headquarters Company, 2d Bat- —
1h2d Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 22 March 1945 in J;
ny. When attempts to clear a strongly fortified Sicgfricd Iine pillbox b
rustrated by intense énemy machine gun and rifle fire, Private First Class t‘g]
’na.s given the mission of placing a beehive charge against the door of the |
ication. After advancing to within approximately 70 yards of his objec- |
, he became the target for hsavy automatic weapons firc from nearby pill- \
5, but he crawled daunt.lyssly forward across the opcn terrain with the ex- L
K Bive cradled in his arms. Finally reaching the pillbox, he placed the charge W
aga&nsh the door and set it off. The explosion blew open the door, wounded four
- Germans and forced all twelve occupants to surrender. Private First Class Lara's
determination and aggressiveness were an inspiration to all his comrades.
r;ﬁhtorad the Service from anglcton, Texas.

A JQHN D. FRENCH, 34925532, Private First Class, Headquarters Company, 2d
- Battalion, 142d Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 22 March 1945 in
. Ge:m&ny When a demolition squad was halted by intense cnemy fire from Siegfried

Line positions, Private First Class French, with a 40 pound beehive charge
cradled in his arms, crawled dauntlessly forward toward the pillbox which was his

hrough the last barbed wire ¢ntanglement and crawled over trenches to a . i\
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: mgn he was the aarget for small arms fire fm
‘he bravely exposed himself to crawl ovcr brau

m;ed his charge against the door of e /11 1box
n blew open the door, wounded one German ana forced
~ As a result of Private First Class French's courage

\ eliminating this key strong point, the battalion was able
pill*baxes e.ngi complete its mission. Lntered the Service

1

mums, 34150838, bt AR c;Lass, Com}:amr i, n.zd Infantry
‘gallantry in action on 22 March 1945 in Germany. When the 2d
é”w intense enemy fire from a Siegfricd Line pillbox, frivate
s, a rifleman, dashed across 50 yards of exposed terrain in the
':f'ue to reach the German strong point. Crawling to the top of
ation, he dropped several grenades into the open door, wounaing two ,
k s boldly moving in the direct line of enemy fire, he crawled to a
on the side of the pillbox and dropped another grenade down the shaft.
- he was the tax-get for an enemy sniper, he valiantly remained on top of
tification and, by dropping grenades in front of the firing apertures,
ize e hostile fire. His quick-thinking and courage cnabled nis platoon
e position, killing one German, wounding two and capturire three, and
ue its advanee; Entered the Service from Zachary, wulsra}\\ i

 HUGH i, OSBQRNE, 35689390 ‘Private First Class » Company L, 142d Infantry
mmb for gallantry in action on 22 march 1945 in Gormany. During an attack
~against a sector of Siegfried Line defenses, the assault platoon was halted by
heavy machine gun fire from a German pillbox. &s his companions sought cover,
Private First Class Osborne, acting on his own initiative and with complete =
disrezard for his personal safety, dashed across 75 yards of open terrain in the
facc of the hostile fire. Upon reaching the side of the pillbox, he climbed to
the top and, although his position afforded no cover, began dropping hand grenades
through the door of the fortification., By his bold action he killed two Germans,
silenced the machine gun and captured the other three occupants, eliminating the
shr.ong point and enabling his company to continue its advancc. Entered the Serv-
:I.ec, fz‘eln Tdylorsnlle, Kentucky. ‘

© . JOHN ‘C. mCKWITH, IR 33921871,,, Private, Company 4, 142d Infantry Regiment,
for gallantry in action on 21 liarch 1945 in Geritany. then the 2d Flatoon was
haltcd by heavy enemy small arms fire from a trench and pillbox to the iumediate
front, Private Beckwith, acting on his own initiative, dashcd forwara in the face
~of the hostile fire. He assaulted the trench and, firing at almost point olank
¥illed one German and foreed three others to surrender to him. Then, with

; 2 ange
;§ ’ WX inemy,nullets hitting all around him, he ran to the,sicde of the pillbox and -
g hurlcd a grenade through onc of the apertures. Althougn the Germans occupying the
, .~ strong point immediately began throwing concussion grenaces which burst within

. five feet of him, Private Beckwith hurled another grenade into the pillbox, wound-
ing two enemy soldiers and forcing all ten of the occupants to surrender. As a
rosult of his galiant actions, an enemy strong point was eliminated and his
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BESIRIGFTS,

(60 216, Hq 36th s Div, 13 June 1945, conta) PR S

Platoon was apje to continue its advance. Entered the Service from Kittanning,
Pennsylvania, o

FRANK J. PLTRIGuC, 35061924, Private, Company H, 14lst Infantry Regiment,
for gllantry in &ction on 9 Decemoer 1944 in France. ‘ithen a German machine A
BUNNCr assaulted hig Position, Private Petrigac valiantly stood his ground and,
With aig accurave fire, killed the enemy soldier. 4 few minutes later the ppa:l’-i b
tion hold by his machine 8un section was complstely surrounded by the nostile .
troops. The cnemy directed heavy <rtillery concentrations on the route to the
réar in an effort to Prevent aid from reaching the friendly force. Tho
aware ol the dangers involved, Privote Petrigac voluntecred for the
mission of breaxing through the i i

German lines ang obtaining help.
through the woods and, despite oa i

shclls which Wwere crasning all 2round him,
Finally, after Crossing an open fic
reached the company ‘command post, By his valjant actions, ‘te Petrigs
“curca help in,rout,ing the enemy from the Positicns wanich cndangex-ed_th d

8un scction. Entereq th. Service from Cleveland, Ohio, ¥ :

RALFH ¥, GANNON, 35882205, Frivate, Company L, 141st Infantry
gallentry in action on 12 September 1944 in ' Fy

) rance. While attacking seross

‘open field, the squad of which Ppivate Gannon Was second scout wag subjected -
‘ heavy enemy small ams fire which killed the lead scout and pinneq the

; the \ground, Ilmnediately taking the place i

~ formed hig squad leadar o i <
| b behind a well which affopded excellent ob
i the enemy fire, the remainder of hi
< te the rear, & Gerian foupannn Patrol ap

- livering harassing fipe 2t the hostile fopee and a r
- , squad loader, until the enemy withdrew, Entered the Service from

BY COMAND OF WiJOR GENER.L DuHLGUIST:
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