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I, FOSTHUMOUS AWARD OF SILVER STAR. Under the prov:.slons of Arnw Regulatioaa
600-45, a Silver Star is posthumously awarded to each of the fol’.l’.owing mmad
individuals for gallantry in action: o
=
JOHN STROMJCK, 33101073 5 -Staff Sergeant ’ Company L, 141st Infantry Regﬂﬁﬁnh
foxr gallantry in action on 19 February 1945 in France. Sergeant Stremck w
given the mission of leading a combat patrol into an enemy-held town.
patrol approached its objective, the scouts detected an enemy m:.neﬂeld. e
than risk the lives of his scouts, Sergeant Stromock courageously moved to -
head of the patrol and led his men safely across the mined area. After ai
plishing its mission, the patrol started back across the minefield, and :
Stromock again took the lead position. While crossing the area; he ste e on
mine and was killed., His gallant sacrifice enabled the other membe the
patrol to return safely to the friendly lines. Next of kin: Mrs. Anna
(Mother), RFD #2, New Alexandria, Penneylvﬁﬂia. : :

EDVARD A. SWAENEY, 35242635, Padvate Plbet, Clane, Cmnpany E, 1
Regiment, for gallantxy in action on 15 December 1944 in France.
Class Sweeney and a comrade were assigned the mission of spearh
platoon's attack against enemy positions along a ridge. Hur!
and advancing by fire and movement they moved across the ridgelina
heavy ~nemy small arms, mortar and artillery fire until, 75 yards
of th. hill, they lost contact with the remainder of their squad.
‘bullets struck within inches and shells burst around them, the
mained in position, laying down a base of fire while their com
© way up on line with them. 4s his comrades advanced to occupy t
Private First Class Sweeney was instantly killed by a buutmg
- Next of kin: Mrs. Anngbelle. Swseney (ﬁomer), J.6l Deleson .
Ohio. :
: NOAB dJ. MA.RI’IN, 33899836, Private, GOmp's @‘,,
‘gallantry in action on 16 March 1945 in Frdngg. :
;ﬂﬂmn, was a memoer of a patrol ass:l;gned the
reeom&termg an enenw road blmk A&.ﬁhq :

t’m ceum observe the hnsen.la positic

. .;;ﬁm behind the road block and qumiw
accomplished, the patrol nas ordered t
remained behind to deliver'
ﬁm a number of stieay r&ﬂ
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mpped on a m.tne and waa at.émly e ik
a source of gmmmbinn ‘to all the members of 3
garet 3 umin (ws.fe). Emoze, Virgiﬁlau :

Wiof.oﬁé of Army Regulations 600-45, & o
llmving namw ndJ.v:Lduhls foxf Q;Mﬂ - .

01 Olw;, Firat. Lieutenam;, 143d Infantry Regiment, for
ay 1944 in Italy. When the 3d Battalion encountered
ry fire, Lieutenant Thormburg courageously made a
,ailone in the fa’ca of machine ‘gﬁ un and snipor fire and then, guldn.ng / ‘
bmenhine guns forward, placed his men in position. hs artillery ‘
ells burst around him, he moved continuously about the position fit
: ‘of his men; and on three occasions during the day, as the ‘
ed, he d:.s@l&ced his weapons to locations that offered better
When a platoon of fri~ndly riflemen was subjected to machine gun
' from two houses, Lleutenant Thornburg personally directed the
four of his guns on the hostile posltions, silencing the enemy fire
ling the friendly troops to. advance . "By his courageous and aggressive
p, he materially aided his battalion in overcoming strong enemy resist-
eontinuing the advance. ;z.ntered the Service from auburn, Nebraska. [

¥

m;;r. Vo PEDER.SEN, 01315203, First Lieutenant, 141st Infantry Regment for
,Manbry in action on 2 February 1945 in France. Licutenant Pedersen was
‘&aeigaed the mission of taking a reinforced platoon forward and setting up a .
M@nﬁlve line. 4s he led his men at night across open terrain, he observed, in ‘
the light from a group of burning buildings, about six CGermeans setbing up two |
mbhéf: ‘guns. Taking a small squad of men, he skillfully led them in a flanking
dﬁm r across more than 300 yards of open, flooded ground to within 50 yards of
osition. He opened fire, surprising the hostile soldiers and forcing them
to Wi thdraw. ‘Lieutenant Pederscn then went ahead alonc and reconnoitered the
pos:.t:mn\ before calling the remainder of his platoon forward., s a result of
his personal aggressivensss and skillful leadership, his platoon was able to -
‘comglgta its mission. Entersd the Service from Milwaukec, Wisconsin.

= oy CH4RLES W, 0'DaY, 01038782, Sccond Licutenant, 83d Chemical sortar Battalion,
¢ 3 ~ for gallantry in action on 12 December 1944 in France., Then an estimated two
éolnpanies of Germans overran ‘the outpost position held by a platoon or Company B,
Lieuterant O'Day, assigned the defense of the northwest scction of a recently
captursd town, swiftly placed the men of his platoon in the most advantageous
[ ~ positions aléng the edge of town. During the enemy attack, which lasted Ior more
4 7 than two hours, he bravely exposed himself to the hostile fire as he moved from
& squad to squad, controlling and coordinating the fire of his men and directing
it on cnemy targets. When the supply of ammunition was almost exhausted, he
- braved intense small arms fire to secure an additional supply and to distribute
| it among his squads. His personal courage and aggressive leadership were respon-
{ sible for stopping the nuierically superior cnemy troops before they reached
| their objective. Entered the Service from New Orleans, Louisiana.
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LIUS J. SORENSON, 38101799, Staff Sergeant, Company B, 83d Chemical sortar
, for gallantry in action on 12 Decemper 1944 in France. When an esti-
d two &manlee of Germans overran the outpost position held by a platoon of
iny B, Sergeant Sorenson, assigned the defense of the northwest section of a
captu, town, alerted the squads of his platoon and placed them in

on the edge of the town. During two hours of intense fighting, he
tedly exposed himself to heavy enemy fire to maintain contact with his squads
1 to secure additional ammunition when the supply was almost exhausted. Later,
‘lmen ‘the company was preparing to attack and retake its former position, Sergeant
1son volunteered to lead a three-man patrol to determinc enemy : ,rength in

the area. The information which he secured at great personal risk contributed
greatly to the success of the attack. Entered the Service from Taylor, Texas.

wDUBIGLN L, GONZALES, 39848814, Statf Sergeant, (then Corporal), Company M,

143d Infantry Kegiment, for gallantry in action on 29 August 1944 in France. lhen

‘the enemy overran friendly positions, Corporal Gonzales continued to fire his &lnu
morter until he was captured by the hostile soldiers. Shortly afterward, he was |
releesed when two members of a fricndly unit infiltrated and took his guards
prisoner. He immediately made his way alone to a building where he knew there

. were scveral more Germans. Coming suddenly upon a sentry outside the building,

he grcppled with him, seized his weapon and wounded him as he attempted to flee.
Another sentry then opened fire on him, but he dashed forward, firing his captured
weapon as he ran, and killed the guara with two well-aimcd shots. His daring and
aggrossive actions forced the remaining five enemy soldicrs in the building to
surrcnder anc released approximately 20 frlendly soluiers thaoy were nolcu.ng
prisoner. Entered the Service from-Tucson, arizona. :

HAROLD F, STEINKE, 3616C135, Sergeant, Company C, 143d Infantry Regiment, for
gallantry in action on 2 Februacy 1945 in France. Assigned the mission of spear-
heading Company C's attack on an enemy-held town, Sergeant Steinke had led his
squac to within 50 yards of the first house when he and his men were suadenly
subjected to heavy small arms and automatic weapons firc. Skillfully deploying
his men and ordering them to lay down a base of fire on thc house, Sergeant
Steinke crawled forward across muddy terrain and in the face of the hostile fire
to rcach the German strong point. Bravely exposing himsclf, he broke down the
door of the house with his rifle butt and, after throwing 2 hand grenade into the
room, opened fire with his rifle. His bold and aggressive actions killed two of
the cnemy, wounded two more, and resulted in the surrender of eight Germans.
Scrgcant Steinke then led his squad in clearing four more buildings, thereby en-
abling his company to gain a quick entry into the town. ILntercd the Service from
Greenville, Michigan.

JOHN E. RICHARDS, 32767427, Corporal, Company D, lhlst Infantry Regiment,
for pallantry in action on 23 September 1944 in France. A zroup of riflemen from
the 1lst Battalion had crossed an important river when they were subjected to
intense machine gun and rifle fire which inflicted numerous casualties and halted
the aavance. The mortar squad in which Corporal Richards was gunner was ordered
into action to relieve the pressurc on the bridgehcad. The mortar position. was
located on open ground near the river bank, and it immcdiately became the target

- for heavy cnemy fire. With bullets ricocheting from the wortar tube, all the

squad :wmbers except Corpordl Richards snd one comrade left the position and
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(G0 214, Hq 36th Inf Div, 11 June 1945, contd)

! sought cover, With utter disregard for his personal safety, Corporal |
continued delivering effective fire on the German machine gun. As a
his courageous action in neutralizing the hostile fire, the rifle elen

able to maneuver and secure the bridgehead. Entered the Serviee from Passan,
New Jersey. v for e ¥

T S——

WILLIAM 0. KELIEY, 13076661, Private First Class, Headquarters Company,
Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 6 May 1945 in Austria. Assigned
mission of reconnoitering the regiment's route of advance, Private First Clas
ielley was advancing at the head of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Pl
when ne was fired on by enemy riflemen. He swiftly ron back to the lead )
woved it into position and, bravely eXposing himself to the hostile fire, fo.
the eneny to flee with accurate machine gun fire. Ordercd to withdraw
noiter another route, Private First Glass Kelley noticed cnemy activity in
group of buildings. 4lthough he was the target for a German rifleman, he
crossed 500 yards of open ground and captured five Prisoners in these b : 3
Then, with enemy bullets ripping through his clothing, he fired,his‘m@im‘,
until he had killed two Germans, wounded another, and completely destroyed ai
enzuy machine gun position. His outstanaing aggressivencss and daring

Were a source of inspiration to his comgsnions. Entered the Service from
o8y D £,
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"ILMER L. sAHUGH, 37358364, Private First Class, Company E, 14lst Int
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 13 March 1945 in France. When the p
aid man was severely wounded by & mine explosion, Privatc Fipst Clas
rifleman, unhesitatingly ran across the mined area and, despite enemy
assisted in administering first aiq and evacuating the casualty., He ti
tihe aid man's medical supplics and carried them with him. gfor the
he treated his Platoon's casusltics in audition to performi
as & rifleman. Without the » &
Closs uirhugh braved heavy enciny
&reas end go to forward Position

S S0 that he could administep immed
K 2id te vhe casualties. During the period, altnough injured himself, he ;
five wounded men and, by his coursge and resourcefulness, assured his in;
comradcs prompt and effective medionl attention. Entercqd the 36%6%
son, Yyoming., R
. BY COM#AND OF MAJOR GENERAL DaHLQUIST: g ¥ i
g JESSE B. MAT
< Colonel, General ,
- Chi=f of Staff
OFEICIAL:/ '

(WILLIau T. STEG! ! 3 e
1s: Lt, 4djutant General 's” Department %
Asst Adjutant Gencral : oeh S
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