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HEADGUARTERS 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION
ARQ #36, U, S. Army

12 May 1944

AVARD OF SILVER STAR

+

Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, a Silver Star is awarded
the following named individuals for grllantry in action:

ROBERT Ge FLETCHER, 20816120, Corporal, Headgquarters Battery, 155th Field
Artillery Battaiion, for gallantry in action on 15-27 Hovember 1943 in the
vicinity of #i%, TgakY, Upon his release from a hospital and retum to his unit,
Corporal Fletcher discovrered his battery crucially reiuced by casualties. Assum-
ing immediate charge of z vital twelve mile comnunications line contimually in need
of repair becsuse of sustained enemy artillery fire directed along it, he skill-
fully maintained the line despite the haszardous fire, treachercus terrain, and
tremendous physical strain to which he was subjectad. Avoiding personal contact
with superior officers so that his weakened condition would not bacome known,
Corporal Flatcher deteriinedly remained on his job for eight days in which he per-
mitted himself only btwenty hours of rest, Finally reduced by a raging fever and
complete exhaustion, he collapsad in deliriwa and was again nospitalized, His
oubstanding courage and dogged devotion to duby conbrisuted maberially to the suce
ceoss of the battalion's aission. Entered the Service from Fort Worth, Texas.

FRED C. HERSHBIRGER, 353019034, Technician Fifth Grade, Cannon Jompany 141st
Infantry Regiment for gallantry in action on 9 September 1943 in the viecinity of
i Timeby  Technician Fifth Grade Hershberger, driver of a 75mm Self Propelled
Howitzer, landed witl: the lst Battalion in the assault of Blue Beach and skille
fully maneuvared !lis vehicle across the heavily mined beach to the bank of a
small canal. Hhon the min crew pub the howitzer into action against the enemy,
he remainsd in bhe driverts seat and kept the motor running so that the mount
could h: turned right or left to betbter engage tLhe enemy. Albhough painfully
wounded by fragmsnts of ot lead, Tec 5 Hershberger staved with his vehicle until
it was put oub of action, Then heedless of his wounds, ne crawlcd freec of the
mount and opened fire on bhe enemy with his sub=pachine pun, His magnificent
detormination to combinue b. - fight in spite of all dangers and handicaps exempli-
fios his outstandirs forbituds, BIntered btne Ssrvice from Bedford, Pennsylvania.
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ROY E. MOFFETT,. 37504566, Private First Class, Headquarters Company, 3rd
Battalion, 14lst Iafantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 21 December 1943
in the vicinity of + %, L@, Wheo nis hatbalion was ordered bo withdraw from
hill s under intense cnoemy shelling, Frivate F.irst Class jioffet was assigned
the task of Turnishing supplies and ammunition te the covering forces remaining
on bhe 'hill. The cnemy's vicious attsck inflicted many casualties on tho with-
drawing troops, and hc voluntarily .joined a party to evacuate the wounded from
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the hill, Although he had not slept in thirty two hours, Private First Cluss
Loffet indefatigably covered tha rough terrain, constantly exposed to enemy fire,
to bring aid’ to the wounded soluiers, He twas successful in recovering and evacuate
iny many of his comrades, but in so doing he himself was wounded by an enemy shell
fragment, His determination tu sive the wounded in the face of grave personal
danger forcefully demornstrabted nis courage and velor., Entered the Service from
Salina, Kansas.

.

AINIFRED O, WILLIANG, 38476282, Private First Class, Company I, l4lst Infantry
Regiment, on 11-12 February in.the vicinity of 7%, ITaMM¥s Anticipating an ¢neny
counterattack on his company's defensive positions, Private Jilliams, although .
half frozen by the bittor cold, remained in his position with btwo aubomatic rifles
to await the abttack, #hen the abtbtackers approached, re brought effective fire on
them with Iiis rifle, operating the plece until it became overhe ated, bnen switching
to the other weapon, Privabe Williams, alternately throwing hand grepades and
firinz the antomatic rifle, forced the ensay to withdraw, omly to be u?nackad Again
ard again by the despurate foe. He staunchly held his position in the face of
intense opposing fire and continced to inflict numerous casualties on the abtack-
ers until the enemy force was finally repelled. By his devobion to duty and stead-
fastness under extremesly herroyrirng condibions, Trivabe Williams was instruscntbal
in forcing the enemy to witihdraw from his sector, Entered tha Service from
Hughes Spring, Texas,

WARD J. CRCOME, 32839723, Privat ,
nfantre

Company G, 143rd Is Regiment,
mnkered tnc Service fram Duffalo, Waw York,

LOUIS (31) COLAVLCCHIO, 31293180, Frivate
Company G, U3rd Irnlantry Hegiment,

-

Entersd the Service from Providence, Rhode Island.

Por gallantry in action on 24 January 1944 in the vicinity of %, ITEREY:
Velunteorine to accompany a recomnaissance patrol into extremely hazardous terri-
tory in which severe casualtics nad already been sustained, Privabe Croome and
Private Colavecchnio ecrossed Live broacherous ik ?lvrr and couragcously advanced

“ever heavily mined terrain wihile constantly exposed Lo the intense artillery,
corbar, machine gun and smell nrms fire of the enemy, Deterpdnedly pursuing their
m1351on until the enony coplaccaunts were locabted, thoy thon rituracd to the bank
of the river where the pabrol was obscerved by the hostile forces, wWith outstanding
initiestive and m“&nmflcunt daria , they improvised a raft from the floating
debris and croused the danzerous wabers under heavy fire to contact fricndly wibs
and ~ttain a smoke screen to covar the erossing of th romalnler of Lhe ppbral,
Their agpressive leadersiis wad excnplary dLVDLLOR to «duty inspired the successfud
dccomplishient of the siesion and provided vital infor.e:bion,

GINE (W) DURLESTER, 32656608, Private, kedical Detachment, Headguarters
Company, Brd Battalion, 143rd Inisntry Regiment, for gallanbtry in action on 22
January 1944 in the vieinity of 5% [ab¥, Assigned «s an @id wan Lo an
infantry company during the bitberly conbested crassing of tno i River, Private
Durlestoer advanced courngeously wilh his unit over bthe hesvily adned terrain under
an inbense concentration of ey artillery, mortar, machin. ;un,and smAll arms
Cire. Durine the assault a swoke grenade which a comrnde was carrying boceme
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ignited and set the soldier's clobiin: aflam Jith ou'istanding courage, Private
Durlester immediately went to his assistancb Jhglc coaplatbely cxposed to the
hazardous fire of the enemy. #orking calmly and skillfwlly he exbinguished bhe
bla"lﬂb clothing and adminishered f L”St 3id to the injurcd soldicre, His sggressive
iritiztive and exemplary dovotion to aubw saved the 1ifs of 2 cosrade and inspired
all who witnessed his deced, Intered the Service from Sronx, lew York,
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gallantry in action on 9 Decembsr 1943 in the vicinity of br
Sulas, while on duby with the 2nd Battazlion Aid Station, 143

wons dispatched with a squad, during the main atluck, to evacuate

a vifle company on the line, The ald station was abecut & hall”

litter routw was under constant esemy mortar and small arms fire,

reached the pationt when o mortar aJCll exploded among thom, woundirp ivery wan

ia the squad, &'though wounded hiwsell, Privats Silas, undaunted by the continuing
wneny firs, pronptlv administored first ald and helped ovacv-te the men, Then with
tnc nelp of a naw squed hz wenb D“CK, located the wounded patient, rendored first
nid, and succesded in gobting hinm back to aid station, By nis fortivude and
cournora in the face of the eneny, Private 5 was instrumcinbal in saving the
1ives of four men, EBnbtered the Sorvice from ﬁrthon, Tiexas.

WISENIO G. 5ALAS, 328065990, Private, Company’c, 11lth Medicazl dstua ion, for

JILLIAL v, WARWIOK, 34671413, Private Company », 143rd Infaniry regiment, for.
callantry in action on 22 January 1944 in the vicindbty of &, ITIEIK During the
Litberly contested crossing of the % RKiver, Privabez Jarwick saw his plafoon
leader knocked into the troacheroas wabters by the explosion of a shell near him,
Degpite the inbense concentration ol enemy arvillery, aortsr, machine gun and small
arms {ire, he immediately jumped into the river to save the stumed officer. While
so doing he was hibt im the hip by machine gun fire. Albhough painfully wounded,
Frivate Jarwick courageously reached ihe drowning man and carried him safely to
shors. His magnifissnt daring nnd aggressive deterninarion dnsnived all who

witnessed his deed and saved the life of his platoon leader. cwntered the Service
from Newbon Grove, Horth Carolina,.

CHARLES (W4I) HENLEY, 34714679, Frivate, Company G, 143d Infartry Regiment,
for gallawnr" in action on ol January 1944 in the vicinity of e, 1Z8RY, Volun-
teering to accompany a reconnaissance patrol into extremely hz zarious berritory
in whish severe casualties had zlready been sustained, Privaste Henley crossed the
treacherous ¢ River and coucageously advanced over heavily mined terrain while
conzlantly exposed to the intense artillery, mortar, machine gun and swall arms
fire of the eneny. Determinedly pursuwng hils mission, he succesvxully located
aavaral well fortified emplacenonts and calmly directed accurate artillery fire
which destroyed them, His aggressive initiative and mzgnificent daring lnS}Ler
the ncwmplishment of the mission and provided vital inforrztion for a subsequent
assault, Entcred the Service froun Nashville, Tennessee,

HERRERT D. BEMIZTT, 34734507 Private, Ned cal Detachment, 143rd Infantry

tegiment, for gallantry in achion un 22 January 1944, in the vicinity of =, Loy,
Private Bennett was o member of a medical de.nxl assigned the hazaraous task of
crossing the swift flowing %+ River im an “ttempt to evacuate the casualties
stuined in the fierce and savage attack on bLhe enemy positions ncross the river,
Private Bennett and tie mexbors of hisz squad crossed the treachercus river unarmed
and unhccompanied by armed troops, under intense artillery, nebelwerfer and machine
sun fire, facing tite probsbivity of becoming casuzlbies or being captured by the

i

——




iZLIRICTIED |
, enery. He and his fellow zen daunblessly moved about, giving medical aid’'to the

‘4 woundad and carried oui the ov=cusiion of bhe wowled to such & high degree of

; e¢ifficiency bhat few men wers Loft osehind when they wers forced to withdraw from the

criomy berrivory, C His groab forvibude, calmness under fire and devotion to duty
T viere, ~ sreab facbor in Lhe savias of the lives of many azn, Erbered the 3ervice
from Huntirgton, Tennegsed,

v YARCLD J. DESCHERES, 3132L172, rrlvquc,fﬁedicni Detaciment, 1l43rd Infaintry
Teriwent, for gallantry in sobisn on 22 January 1944 in tne vicinioy of #+%, Ry,
Frivabe Daschenes, a litioer besrer, voluntearsd as an ald.gan yith Compony L in
the sccond erassing of the -+~ diver, With the rewnants of the compery he reached

theenav=hild bank, where thoe joirned bwd companies af anobar bqtukllan,
Cnsueltics had so depleted aveilabla 1id acn bhat many wounded of bouh batialions
wo e arlabbanded. 3isr1nvi”f grbreardinery calmness and “Llic‘eucv althoupn cone

ot rrtly ninragsed by intense eocmy artillery, mori-r and sagll aras fire, privete
Duoeree bir Jcacly'rvndurcd first aid to the weundad soldicrs. when n-a 0 GOl
Ceoo witharew bo safeby for resroanlzation, ke refuscd vo Lleave tino souadnd snn he
vies trestine,  fdowdless of doscer, Frivate Deschen.d v Lﬁ&lbcﬂ on tiw Ificld of

Co o oead ceabinued moving anoab amonp the wounded, giving toan oxpert brestment
faeioneoaraeiag Loem Lo be otiont watil evacuation cocld o offected. Sy ais
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cont st for porconsl security wiwin his comwrndoes vierc wourndsd nnd exp cl to dinﬁer,
st I ",

ne zaved bLhe lives of aany wao would obtherwise have boeun lo
frap dhreford, Connceticut,
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By cowmand of loajor General JALKER:
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