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SECTION I == POSTHUHQUS AWARD OF SLI_,V Bt STAR

|
Under the provisions of Army Regulatians 6005, a Silver Star is posthumous-
ly frdad cach of the. fnllowipg named individuals:
JALES F. BADAN, 33565388, Scrgeant, ’ '
Company H, 1A3rd 1ofan'ry Negiment, .
Next of lfin' ¥rs. udith l.ac Badman (Mother), Mary Street Homt,cdale, Penn,

+

\fﬁoam C. ALBFRS, 351741C), Private First Class,
Company E, 143rd Infantry Hegiment,
Next of kin: lirs, Dorothy ,.lbers (Wife), 600 Reynolds Flace UN Canton,-Ohio

\ﬁANK BLEVENS, 37342820 Prlvatp First Class,
Cumpany B, J43rd Infantry fcgiment,
Next of un. tir, lecrt i. Blevens (Father), 505 D Eln ot‘, Samt Larar, Colc

", LAYRENCE W, BU‘J'“ T‘JL 373"8‘ &, Private First Cl a5s, °
Company B, lZ,S"d lnfantry H egimant, ~
Noxt of kin: %r. Lawrcnce W. Burkemper (Father), Old Mmrﬂe, Missouri,

 FOY (NfI) CARTZR, 34715030, Private Flrst. Class,
Company F, M5rd Infantry Regiment,
Next of km. Mrs. Annie Jane Carter (Mother),Route 2, Rcd Rodling Springs,Tenn,

JULIUS F. LYTLE, 35725849, Privatc First Class, :
Company B, l43rd Infantry Regiment, ‘
Next of kins iirs. Gcrtrudc Lytle (hother), Route 1, Stanley, Kentucky

" ROSARIO M. CHRISTEHO, 31344757, Prlvate,
Company F, 143rd Infa.nt.r Regiment,
Next of kins mrs. Franccs Christeno (other), 9 Smith St, Pawcutuck, Conn,

/ GIARLES A. CROCKETT, JR.,33636369, Private,
Company B, li3rd Inf antry Regiment,
Next of ldn: lirs, hary Crockett (“Ouhur), Tangler, Virginia.

! ORAN B. SPENCER, 37382929, Private,
Company K, 143rd Infantry Regi.ent,
 Noxt of kin: ¥r, Gordon Spencer (rather), Tulsa, Ckiahoma.

For gallantry in action on 21-22 Jamuary 1944 in thc vicinity of **fr by "
The 143rd Infantry Regiment was ordercd to cross ! he % River and attack the el
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entrenched in the terrein beyond, The attack was launched under terrific enemy
artillery, nebclwerfer, mortar and small arms fire across a deep, fast-flowing
river and over ground further protected by mine fields, booby traps and barbed
wire, Cover was negligible in the last seven hundred yards of the river approaches
which further compiicated the difficulties encountered in bringing boats and other
equipment to the river line, Many boats were destroyed before reaching the river
and many others were destroyed in the water by short range enemy small arms fire,
Scme of the occupants. of boats destroyed in the river were hit and all w:re thrown
into deep wator. In the face of all these obstacles, these men courageously
pre3ssed home the attack with indomitable fortitude, crossing the river and zeénetra=-
tingz deeply into enemy held territory, Subsequently, repeated savage counterattack
ty the enemy Succeeded in over-running the positions. In the furious fighting
wnich continued over a two-day period and which cost the enermy enormous casuslties
in xilled and wounded,they lost their lives., Their great fortitude, tsnacit: »T
purpose and devotion to duty against vastly superior enemy forcas constitutsu e.
outstanding example of fighting courage that will long eidure as an inspiration o
all-who witnessed or havc knowledge of their valorous ..°2ds.

i . ¥ &
: ARTHUR A. YOUNG, 38051398, Sergeant, Battery C, 155th Field Artillery Battal-
ion, for gallantry in action on 7 January 1944 in the vicinity of. ***, TS\,
When three men of his gun section were wounded by tho burst of a shell near their

/ position during an intense concentration of cnemy artillery fire, Scrgeant Young
/ fearlessly exposed himself to thc swecping barrage by going to their immediate aid,
Displaying calm detemmination and magnificent courage in the face of hazardous fire,
he rendered first aid to his wounded comrades. While attempting to evasuate them,
he was fatally wounded by a sholl fragment from another ncarby explosion but
refused medical attention until his threcc mecn had been carcd for first, pretending
that his own wounds werc slight. Scrgeant Young's unfaltering loyalty to his men

/ and examplary devotion to duty undcabtedly saved the lives of the wounded soldiers
s and inspired all who witncased his dceds. Next of kin: Mre. Thomas A. Young
/ (B:other). Routc #1, Palestinc, Texas.

‘\j -
ROSERT L. CERVANTES, 39561909, Private First Class, Company G, 142nd Infantry
Reginent, for gallantry in action on 30 January 1944 in the vicinity of ***, Iy,
fhon his platoon was pinncd down by the machine gun fire from an enamy house which
it was attacking, Privatc First Class Cervantos caught the cnemy by surprise by
suddenly jumping up and rushing the emplaccment single-handedly. Deringly drawing
hostile fire by his heroic act, hc maintained his violent assault while his comrade
were able to move from thoir positions and support tho attack. Privato First Class
Cervantcs was fatally wounded in the firc fight which ensucd; but his outstanding
aggressivencess and magnificent courage inspirecd the destruction of the enomy nest
and tho capture of twenty prisoncrs. Next of kin: Mrs, Felicitas Cervantes,
(Mother), 224 Eest 95th Strecet, Los Angeles, California,

y

SECTION Il -~ AWARD OF SILVER STAR

Under tho provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, a Silver Star is awarded cach
of the following named individuals:

£ N . .. . e e s R .

/ IERYL R. MOSELEY,.20807203, Mastcr Sergecant, Scrvice Company, 143rd Infantry
Regiment, for gallentry in action on 13 Scptember 1943 in tho vieinity of **f,
IE2Y. Sergeant Moscley, regimental operations sergeant, rcecived a vital messasc
necessitating immediate contact with a battalion commander whose unit had becomo
cnmeshed in a position of extrome peril. Tho intense concontration of cnemy
artillery and mortar firce had knocked out all wirc communication and ropeatcd
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attempts at radic contact proved fruitless, Displaying outstanding injtiative
and magnificent daring, he thon seb off through hostile territory and under the
increasingl  heavy barrege to deliver the important méssage. Constantly exposed
to the hazardous fire, he skilliully infiltrated through ensay positions, evading
roving encmy patrols and deberainedly continuing his self-imposed mission until
he reached the threatened batbalion., Sergeant Hoseley's unfaltering coursge amd
exanplary devotion to duty made possible the succossful evasion of the enemy trap
and cortributed materially to the effectivenesz of the operation, Entered the
berviee from Houston, Texas,

v/ LITCHEL R. #wOODS, 20802809, Technical Sergeant, Company G, 143rd Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action cn 2 December 1943 in the vicinity of ¥, FIRLE,
As second in command of a reconnaissance patrol instructcd to obtain information
concerning enemy strength and installations, Sergeant Woods penetrated the hostile
lincs and moved forward to a draw., When the group was unexpectedly subjected to
an intense concentration of mortar fire, the officer in charge of the patrol start-
ed for assistance and was capturcd by the enemy, Sargeant Woods unhesitatingly
assuned command and, aware of the imminent danger of capture, calmly and efficient-
ly reorganized the patrol end directed the withdrawal of his men, Loath to desert
a wounded comrade who was unable to move, he braved the fury of enemy mortar fire
to carry the man on his back for half a mile to a position of safety., By retain=-
ing his coolndss and good judgnent in the facs of extreme danger, Sergeant Woods
was responsible for the safc rebturn of his patrol and, by his cxtraordinary courage
saved tie life »f a comrade. Entered the Sarvice from Houston, Texas.

\/ STEPHIN R. GREGG, 32209341, Staff Sergeant, Company L, 143rd Infantry Regiment
for gallantey in action on 22 Jaruary 1944, in the vicinity of *w, FRRBY, Ser-
geant Cregg, leader of n mortar section, led his sguad across the 9%t River in an
attack on encmy defensive posibtions, When the inbensity of cnemy artillery, rifle
and machine gun firc split the abtacking company, he sct up his mortar in an &xe
poscd position and delivercd accurate fire, Only fifty yards from the enemy posi-
tions, Sergeant Gregg was forced to eh.rge the position of his mortar several times
because of the fury of the firc dir.cted al him, With admirable consideration for
the safety of his mcn, hc insister upon firing the mortar himself ratncr than '
merely dirscting the fire. By his calmness in the facc of great danger, Sergeant
Gregg brought deadly fire against. the enemy, forcing them to cower in their dugoutc
and thus reducing the effectiveness of their fire. Entered the Service from
Bayonnc, New -Jerscy. ‘ ' - .

SECTION III — AWARD CF OAK LEAF CLUSTER

Underhﬁhe provisions of amy Regulations 600-45, an Oak Leaf C;uéter, in
licu of the Second Silver Star, is awarded to each of the following named individe-
nals, ' - i o

N JAMES E. EPPERSON, 0389707, Captain, lilst Infantry Regiment, for i~llantry
in action on 21 January 1944 in the vicinity of 9, Fiwk¥, When enemy artillery,
mortars, and nincs destroyed two footbridges intended for the use of his company
during the bitterl ' contecsted crossing of the ¥ River, Captain Epperson skill-
fully led his men "o 't covered position to await his reconnaissance of another
means to contihue the attacke Courageously braving an intense concentration of
hostile firc, he moved forward to the river bank but was wounded in the knee by
shall fragments. Despite:tho painful injury he determinedly continued on his




mission under increasiagly, heavy enemy fire, finally discoveéring a erossing site
cuitable for his purposes. Displaying further his eggressive initiative and un-
faltering loyalty to his men, Ca'ptfain Epperson daringly crossed the treacherous
waters and located roubes of apprdach forward to be used by his company when the
assault was rcsumed, Finally collapsing from his wound, he was later evecuabted,
His magnificent courage and outstanding devotion to duty were an inspifration to
a}:l who witnessed his dtgedhs'. ‘Ertered the Service from Rocksprings, Texas.

/ JOHN K. SOYKE, 01307583, Second Lieutenant, 143rd Infantry Reégitent, for
gallantry in action on 21 January 1944 in the vicinity of a0ty 1@, leading his
platoon over heavily mined terrain through an intense concentration of enaomy
artillery, mortar and machine gun fire, Lieutenant Soyke constantly exposed nim-
self to the hazardous fire in moving ambng his men and encouraging them for the
dangerous crossing of the bitterly defended #34¢ River. when one of the bontag over-
turncd while being launched, he courageously ‘jumped into the treacherous wabars to
save two men who were unable to reach the shore. VWhen his boat was hit by shrazneld
and sunk, Lieutenant Zoyke saw n soldier disappear under the water and hw immed-
intely swam to the spot 1ad rescucd him. Upon gaining the hostile shore he reorges
ized his men despite the tremendous firc to which the arez was swjected, and then
daringly led a fierce ussault against the enemy positions, Though wounded he
advanced to a point from which he could direct mortar firc against ensmy nests,

and refuscd to be evacuated until the emplaccments had boen destroyed. His aggros-
sive lcadership and exemplery devotion to duby inspired kis men to successfully
accomplish their objective. Entered the Service from Hazleton, Pennsylvnnia.
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