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HEADQUARTERS

SPECTAL TROOPS, %6TH INFANTRY DIVISION

The 36th .

APO #36, U, S, Army

HISTORICAL DATA FOR MONTH OF MAY 1044

Headquarters Special Troops, 36th Infantry Division, was
bivouaced % mile northeast of San Prisco, Italy, when the Di-
vision was alerted for combat duty on 18 May 1944, A detall
of 23 men was sent to the forward CP to assist the movement of
Headquarters, Forward, to the "Texas"™ staging area, Major
Welter R. Bruyere III, 022644, was assigned from Personnel
Center #9, on further TD as Commanding Officer, Headquarters
Company, Forward Echelon, assisted by First Lieutenant Jess W,
Jones, 6352156, who was assigned as executive officer.

Under date of 12 May 1944, the Commanding General issued
memorandum No. 30, placing all rear elements under direct com-
mand of Lt Col J. Trimble Brown, 016666, Commanding Officer,
Headquarters, 56th Infantry Division, Rear Echelon., AT 190920
May 1944, Lt Col Brown accompanled by 1st ‘'Lt Walker, Adjutant,
and Mester Sergeant Long, Sergeant Major, reported to the Chilef QM
of Staff for final instructions. Commanding Officers of all = -
Rear Echelon units reported to Commanding Officer, Rear Echelon, \ |
at 191030 May 1944 at the Forward CP for instructions relative B
to their move from the viecinity of Qualiano to San Prisco. Head- A~
36th Infantry Division, Rear Echelon, at this 11321:1:& )
enliste
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736th Ordnence (IM) Co
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off limits to all American &

and barber shop were set up, _
the supervision of the Cormanding Officer of the Royal Engineers

end Commanding Officer of the S6th Infantry Division, Rear Ech-
elon. Directive No. 31, and Memorendum, both dated 21 May 1944

jtary Police, and all unit cormend
and discipline of all unit personnel while in the area of San

Prisco., On 22 May 1944, the units of the 36th Infantry Division
remaining after the meain body movement to the "Texas" staging aref,
bivoueced in the area ajolning Headquarters, Special Troops. In
esccordance with instruections from the Chief of Staff, daily courier
service between Headquarters, Rear Echelon, and the Sante Maria Alr-

port, was established. _.
5

. Op 241600 May 1944, Lt Col Brown left Dy p -
Maria airfield for the forward eree, Anzio Beachhead, taking wi th
him personnel roster and vehicle report of all Rear Echelon Units,
for the Chief of Staff, and returned 242000, On 241800 May 1944,
unit commanders were aierted to have all vehicles, except those es-

sential for their immedlate use, be reedy for movement tTO the

"Poxps" staging erea. All prelimil
made, vehicle convoy numberi
crews passed the 1P between
its destination approx

cargo space only about 300
141st, 142nd and 149rd regiments,

head. The balence of approximately
erews returned to the initial starting
last vehicle to return arriving approxime
movement to and return of part of the convoy was pe

report of mishape

260600 May 1944,
rformed without

eplacements

forward area by the most
already being compllied

of Staff, dated 252200 May 1944,

reserves in the Tear echelon be
expeditious means as soon as possible, wes

withe

Directive No. 55, was dispatched by Head-
Rear Echelon, to commanders of the
t to the "Texas" staging areae.
Ferry Cormand Officer, Sth

d personnele f’or SOon~
recilities from San
to the "Texas" stag-

5th Am. The
May 1944,

units affecte

consisted of 42
officers and 1491 e




111th Engr Bn

1435rd Int 534th AAA Bn

131st FA Bn 736th Ord (IM) Co
132nd FA Bn 46th Ord Co

133rd FA Bn 36th Sig Co

155th FA Bn 636th TD Bn

36th QM Co 36th Cav Ren Tr (Mez)

Major Robert L. O'Brien, 0308359, CT, 143rd Infantry, was in

;harge of the movement, which was completed without report of mis-
ape

On 271100 May 1944, details to be attended to relative to
convoy overland movement via Route 7 to the forward area at Cis-
terna, Italy, were taken care of by Division Headquarters s and
Headquarters Speecial Troops, 36th Infantry Division. At 271400
May 1944, Lt Col Brown, accompanied by lst Lt Charles W. Walker,
0442455, and an advance detail party of enlisted men left the San
Prisco area for the forward area over Route #7, in order to make a
reconnaissance of the new bivouac area. En route, the advance de-
tail group was billeted near the roads of Highway #7, and Terracina
at 261800 May 1944, Lt Col Brown, lst Lt Walker, Cpl Scullane, lst
Lt Anderson, and Pvt Dillard, continued on their mission to Cisterna.
Upon arrival at their destination, Lt Col Brown found the area un-
tenable and to0 close to the enemiea' artillery range to maintain

the security of the Division Rear Eochelon., With permission of the
Chief of Staff, VI Corps, an area was selected approximately 3 miles
east of Nettuno, The evening of 27 May 1944,'Cisterna was heavily
bombed and shelled by enemy forces. The wooded hilly area east of
Highway #7 was also infested with enenmy snlpers, not yet cleared out
by our own forces, thus meking it more hazardous for Special Units
to establish their base as formerly contemplated, Lt Col Brown was
in the area while the bombing and shelling took place in and about
Cisterna, There was a great deal of flak from our AA guns.

Headquarters, Speclal Troops, consisting of the Adjutant Gen-
eral's Seotion, Finance Section, Surgeon's Sectlon, Special Service,
Special Troops Personnel Section, Enlisted Mess Personnel, Inspector
General's Section, Judge Advocate Section, Chaplain's Section, 36th
Infantry Division Band, and Unit Personnel Sectlions, left the San
Prisco area in three groups. The first convoy left the area at
280400 May 1944, one at 281100 May 1944, and the third convoy left
at 281330 May 1944, Transportation was furnished by British lories
through the 5th Army. The convoy travelled overland on Route #7 to
Santa Marie, northwest to Capua, to Sessa, to Minturmo, to Formia,
to Itri, to Fondi, to Terracina, over the Pontine Marshes, to ap-
proximately two miles southeast oif' Clisterna, where the convoy pro-
ceeded west to the bivouac area east of Nettuno., The last vehicle
of the convoy reached the new area at approximately 282100 May 1_944.
The personnel of the units moved into dugouts previously prepared
and occupied by the Division Forward CP, The movement was &ccomp-
lished without incident. Units of Division Rear Echelon, not
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Sections were dis-
Bleck-

Velletri,

provided with cover, dug
persed and full advantage was taken 0

ount regulations were enforced and gue

The eneny defenslive pos
Highway 77, approximately 1 8o e follow- |
ing day, 29 May 1944, the various ters Speciel
Troops improved their dugouts, camoufleaged their areas, and tele-
phone connections were made with Robert Forward. ©Small bands of

eneny forces were reported as operating behind our front lines.

The need for added guard protection was epparent and the units
infiltration 1nt,g1 the Rear Echelon

Aret.
thet Headquarters Spec

order to provide Troom
ouac adjacent to our Own aref.

area by 10800 June 1944,

g more compéa
of the 5th Army to biv-
sections vacated their

There were no casualties during th
31 May 1944. No replacements were Irece
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Lt Col Herbert E, lMacCombie 02056739 Ghaplain'a Corps, Hq /
551311 Inf DiTo
George D. Smith, Jr 0411567 Hq Co, 36th Inf Div.
Capt Goldman S. Drury 0387371 Chaplein's Corps, Haq :
36th Inf Div,
Capt Joe H, Roberts 0379021 Med Det, Eq Sp Trs,

36th Inr Div.
Robert K. MclLemore W2110381 Hgq 36th Inf Div.
Frank T. Neutts 33057600 Hq 36th Inf Div.
Jack M, Boren 38037089 Hq 36th Inf Div,
Virgil D, Couch 36038364 Hq Co, 36th Inf Div,
Robert I. Sandlin 38050868 Hq Sp Trs, 36th Inf Dive.
John T, Scullane 33002575 Hq Sp Trs, 36th Inf Dive.

Raymond Surdez 32358247 Hq 36th Inf Div, SR

Stephen D. Qualls 38050934 Med Det, Eq Sp Trs, 36th i '
Ini‘antry Division. M

Hq Co, 36%th Inf Div.

Daniel B, Harrison 16151846
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To: 2400 27 May 1944
Place: 81 Priseo, Italy
= T IH = -SER TIME “ | ACTION .
IN QUT NO. | DATED | INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, CRDEHS TAKEN -;
it 1100 hours, details to be g
connection|with move to the forvard aref 358
vas digpatehed to all officers con- | ¥
yompan., Walk bt Lightfoot, &t Forest, Cpl
Rowland, Cpl Thrailkill, ¢pl Cannizzaro =nd a detall of 14
approximately |20 men, lef{ &s un advance detail, |
ey g 4t Col Brown made a reconnal
sance of the gdrea vwhich we were Lo occupy end found this 1

avea imnossible to [use and still maintain the securit
of Headouartezs, 3qth Inf|Div (Rear Echelon). Vith per-
mission of Ch,af‘ ofl 3taffl VI Corps, the Rear

granted ~oproval tg bivoupe tn the area between Nebiunk
and Antice THis very evening,

bed, s
ares e gt of b ighw Y #7 s also 111’308‘56& W’-ﬂh anam?'

snipers, not yet o. sared dut by our own forces, thus
making|1t more dous for
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in and|about (istemna, being subject to muech flak from
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_ Lt Col Brown was
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[+ shelled by Lhe ehemy forces. The wooded hillg
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At 1330, the main onnwy. 36%h
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prooeeed alonz the route planned by Col Brown. From .
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to Tarrao na Pontine Marshes.
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etwun 2200 and 2300, our
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flak info the gir against ¢nemy planes, No bombs fell
in our bivouac jarea, - i
Z 1t was reported that small - 1
bands of enemy |[fore¢gs were )

operating behind the lines.
pcautions was arvarent and the
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