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GLNERAL ORLERS
NO. 61

AViARD OF SILVER STAR

Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, & Silver Star is awarded
to cach of the following named individuals for gallantry in action:

y JAMES C. GENTLE, 0296048, Major, 143d Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in
action on 16 August 1944 in France. uajor Gentle was assigned the mission of
leading 2 task force consisting of Company G and four tank destroyers to reduce
cnciy fortifications blocking a vital supply route. after completing a recon-
naissance of the arca under suall arms fire, he led the tank destroyers forward
to smash an initial road barrier and dirccted their firc against the strong. point.
Although he was the target for hostile fire, he personclly led his infantry ele~
ments in an assault against the encmy position. Swiftly deploying the company,
he directed his men in surrounding the fortification without a single casualty
to the friendly troops. As a rusult of his skillful and aggressive leadership,
LO cnemy soldiers were capturcd and the important supply route was opened
lntered the Service fron hlkins Parx, Pennsylvania.

STANIEY si. WICHAL&K, 01316182, FJ.rst. Lieuterant, 143d Infantry Regiment, for
gallantry in action on 21 Scptember 1944 in France. Thile on a reconnaissance
mission, Lieutenant sichalak, his runner and a fellow o:ificer were trapped in a
housc by the forward clewents of three cneay companies. hs two hostile soldiers
entered the house, Lieutenant iichalak and his companions captured one and forced
the other to flee., The enemy treoops withdrew a short distance and opened fire
with automatic weapons, machine guns, mortars and bazookas. Lieuterant uichalak
voluntegred to remain in position and delay the hostile trcops while the other
officer escaped with nis prisoncr énd adjustea artillery and mortar fire on the
enemy. By his intrepidity and resourcefulness, he contributed materially to the
rout of the hostile force. ZIntered the Service from Dearborn, nch:.gan.

‘fILLIAm 15 HEATHLRII\IGTON 35229886 Sergeant, Company (61 Wd Infantry ;
Regiuent, for gallantry in action on 1 February 1945 in France. 4s the 2d ﬂaé
of the lst Platoon startsd across a road covered by eneny fire, two of the -
diers were wounded, and Sergeant Heatherington iLusediately ran to their #saigt,..
ance. Hearing a hostile patrol approaching along the strect to his left e
forward and, by hurling hand grenades into the midst of the enemy g: ;'
one of the soldiers and dispersed the remainder. Then, after cros ing
cz'oaaing the road to see whether he would draw. fire, Sergeant Heath
cided it was safe and returncd to help carry the wounded men bauk mn
to a blage of safety. His unsclfish action, . at the risk of his own
his injurcd comrades of immediate medical attention and pmﬁt emugm;
tered the Serv:.ce from Bellaire, Ohio.

ZACK BARACK, 35276036, Staff Sergeant, Company G, 142d I.mfam mamm /
ntered the Serw’rice from Fort Hayes, 05{10.» ; ; o
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3- WK: 33099371 sergemt, Company G, 142d Infantry Rﬂgzmenb.
. Wﬂe from Philadclphia, Punnsylvania. ti

w in action on 30 September 1944 in France. These men Ko lnin

; ooded area to elmmate hostile snipers who had lzeen harassing
ter killing one sniper, they approached a house surrounded by
They killed both guards with rifle fire and, swiftly scaling the

W&{ cd "ﬁha building, firing their rifles as they ran. Their bold and ag-

ﬁ'@ﬁsiﬁ aotibn forced the startled’ enemy command post group within the house to
nAer. .‘Folu‘ of the enemy soldiers were killed and twelve were capt.ured. :
ﬁfhé ‘se zure of the building resulted in the cessation of ecnemy activity in the
sestor ecause the officer who had been direct:.ng hostilities was among the pris-
oners. The quick-thinking and daring initiative of the above-named men reflect
gree.t credit. upon, th,emselves and their organization.
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IEWIE R HOLIAND, 314170306, Sergeant Company B, 142d Infantry Regment s for
ge.llant.ry in action on 9 January 1945 in France. When a large hostile force
threa:tén%d to overrun the Company B defensive positions, Scrgeant Holland, lead-
er of a mortar squad delivered imortar fire on the enemy troops. Hostile sol-~
diers charged his position, firing rifles and machine guns, bub Sergeart Holland

_ remained determinedly with his weapon. In spite of heavy ermemy artillery shell-
. ing, he calmly manned his mortar and frustrated the attack., Then, as the eremy
renewed the attack from the flank, he repelled the second assault with his ef-

fective fire killing six of the hostile soldiers and wounding two. By his
skill and' courage » Sergeant Holland prevented his company from being overrun by
the chemy. Entered the Service from Gneiss, North Carolina.
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JOE F. I(OIS{OR, 36479305, Frivate First Class, Company B, 142d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 9 January 1945 in Fra.nce. Private First
Class Koishor, an automatic rifleman in the 2d Platoon, was occupying an outpost
on his unit's left flank when a large hostile force launched a determined attack.
Holding his fire until the enewy soldiers were in view, he suddenly opened fire
on the startled foe, killing four and wounding four or five others. Although
sub,)\.cted to machine gun and rifle fire, he continued operating his weapon and,
even when wounded in the arm, remained in the hazardous position. In spite of
the pain of his injury, he loaded magazines for his assistant gunner and, when
the weapon -jammed, swiftly cleared the stoppage. His valor and determination
contributed materially to the repulse of the assault. Entered the Service from
Granite City, Illinois. i

RALPH E. PACE, 37697310, Private First Class, Company B, 142d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 9 Janpuary 1945 in France. Private First
Class Pace, assistant automatic rifleman in the 2d Platoon, was occupying an out-
post position on his unit's left flank when a large hostile force launched a de-
termined attack and charged to within 25 yards of the outpost. The automatic
rifleman was wounded by small arms fire, and Private First Class Pace began
operating the weapon. Delivering rapid, accurate bursts of fire, he killed
three enemy soldiers, wounded three and pinned six others to the ground until
they were captured., When the automatic rifle jammed, he scized a rifle and con-
tinued firing until a comrade cleared the stoppage. &gain opening fire with the
autonabic rifle, he repelled the assault in his sector and seccured his platoon's i
flank. Entered the Service from Muscatine, Iowa.
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- panions. Spotting the eremy, Private First €lass Harris swiftly put his auto-

-142d Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 9 January 1945 in France.

- Working his way through heavy machine gun and rifle firc, he reached a posita.qn

- pany G was ordered to assault the hostile positions from the flank.
" enemy small arms fire halted the leading elements of the cormpany.

(GO 61, Hq 36th Inf Div, 4 arch'1945, contd)

GZORGE F. RICHARDS, 31309457, Private First Class, Company &, ‘142d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 7 December 1944 in France. While deliver-
ing a message to'his company's forward outpost, Private First Class Richards
spotted a group of ‘enemy soldiers infiltrating through the friendly lines and
oceupying a nearby house. after reporting the information to his company com-
mander, he: voluntarily guided several tank destroyers through artillery, mortar
and sniper fire to a position near the enemy-held building. A4fter the tank de~
stroyers had blasted the house with accurate fire, Private First Class Richards
charged the position under covering machine gun fire and hurled a hand grenade
into the building. His bold and aggressive action resulted in the capture of 15
prisoners. Entered the Service from Wakefield, Massachusctts.

. |CHARLES L. HARRIS, 37580571, Private First Class, Company B, 142d Infantry
Rea:.ment, for gallantry in action on 12 December 1944 in France. When the enemy
launched a determined attack against a recently capturcd town, a large hostile
force approached the house defended by Private First Class Harris and two com-

matic rifle into action in a window on the second floor. With his accurate fire,
he wounded two hostile soldicrs who rushed the house, forced a machine gunrer to
abandon his weapon and killed an enémy bazookaman. Although exposed tosnall arms
and'artillery fire, he remained steadfastly at his post by the window and con-
tinued operating his weapon until he was seriously wounded by hurtling sheli
fragments. His quick-thinking and daring initiative contributed materially to
the repulse of the assault. Entered the Service from Park River, North Dakota. I

ALLEN E. STERN; 32974966, Privste Fifst Class (thon Private), Gompany By

The 2d Platoon of Company B had established a defensive position on a hill when

a large hostile force launched a determined attack from the flank and rear. Pri-
vate Stern, a scout in the lst Squad, was occupying a fighting hole which did

not afford a field of fire to cover the hostile troops attacking from the rea.p.f 7

from which he could operate his sub-machine gun against the cnemy. " As the hos-
tile soldiers pressed forward, he juuped from his fighting hole and _stood up in
order to fire with greater effectiveness. His intrepid actions inspired his.
fellow 'soldiers, and his accurate fire contributed materially to the- repulse of
the assault in his sector. Entered the Service from Brooklyn, New York.

DOMENICK GALLO, 33673240, Private, Company G, 142d Infantry Regiment
gallantry in, action on 16 August 1944 in France. When the 2d Battalion's
against a tactically important, enemy-held hill was delayed by heavy ﬁz‘e‘

B

urgency of reducing the strong point, Private Gallo continued d
ward while his companions sought cover. Grawl.’mg under machine
fire, he worked his way to within a few yards of the hostile f

opened fire with his automatic rifle, killing six of the

ing three and capturing one. His bold and aggreasivg action
to push forward and attein its objective. Mexred he gaﬁﬂ. o'
Pennsylva,gi,a 5
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M Wr AIKIN 3862935l+, Prnate, Company C, 142d Infantry Regment, for’

g&l}:ﬁn&m in action on 9 January 1945 in France. 4fter Company C had c.mup-'ke""f‘i
a successful attack on a hill, the enemy directed an artillery and mortar bar-"
‘rage on bhe area. While" leading a litter squad through the shellfire toward a
group of injured soldiersy Private Aikin heard enemy machine gun fire to his
right, Directing the litter bearers to a place of cover, he investigated and
discovered a well-concealed machine gun nest which had been by-passed by the .
friendly troops. The hostile gunner was directing fire at the crew of a tank de-
stroyer. Private Aikin charged the dug-out and, hurling a hand gremade into. the
position, wounded the hostile soldier and silenced the gun. He then returned to
the litter squad and led it to the spot where his injured comrades were lying.
His courage and aggressiveness resulted in the destruction of a machine gun em-
placement and were responsible for the prompt evacuation of the wounded soldiers.
Entered the Service from Whitesboro, Texas.

VERNON JOHNSON, 35267986, Private First Class, Battery C, 133d Field Artillery

Battalion, for gallantry in action from 11 to 15 December 1944 in France. While
serving as a voluntary member of a forward observer scction, Private First Class
Johnson helped rescue a wounded infantryman under heavy fire, assisted in opera-
ting a forward observation post subjected to severe artillery shelling, and car-
ried urgently needed ammunition to the front line infantry eclements. On one
occasion, when an enemy tank was firing at the friendly troops, Private First
Class Johnson volunteered to c¢limb to an exposed hilltop and locate the tank. In
spite of heavy small arms, mortar and artillery fire, hc obtained information
which enabled friendly artillery to drive away the hostile tank with effective
fire. His courageous efforts contributed materially to the maintenance of close
art:.llery support. Entered the Service from Sand Gap, Kentucky.

LOYD 0. WELCH, 34890437, Private First Class, Company H, 143d Infantry Regi-
ment, for gallantry in action on 21 October 1944 in France., Private First Class
Welch was the gunner in a machine gun squaa supporting an advance through a
densely wooded arca. When the attack was delayed by hecavy enemy fire, he swift-
ly put his weapon into action and fired into the midst of the hostile force.
Although he became the target for machine gun and rifle fire and hand grenades,
he continued operating his gun until he had ewptied six belts of ammunition. On
two occasions he hurled hand grenades at hostile troops who advanced to within
ten yards of his position. As a rosult of his accurate fire, approximately 25
of the enemy were killed or wounded, and the supported rifle company was able to
surround the hostile strong point. Entered the Service from Gastonia, North
Carolina. :

By command of Major General DAHLQUIST:

JOHN J. ALBRIGHT
Colonel, General Staff Corps
Chief of staff
OFFICIAL:
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VINCENT M., LOCKHART
Major, Adjutant General's Deperticrnt
Asst Adjutant General DISTRIBUTION "E"
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