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BATTI.E rcn Tm: BEAme AT PAESTUH ITALY

lll‘I‘H EIIGIH“‘E‘.’R‘ CODEAT BATTALION

For . the :mvas:.on of‘ +the Italian mainland each ni‘ the letterud ccsmpames
oft the 11lth ...ngineer Combat Battalion vere: attacha& to ‘one :of the three combat
teams of the 36th Infantry Division, Company "A" was attached to fhe 14lst
Infantry Combat Team, Company "B" was attached to the 142md Ini’antry Combat Team
and Company "C" was attached to the 143rd I smtry c:cmba'k Team, ‘In some instdnces
the companies were further divided by the attachment of ‘s’ platoon or smaller umit
+to one of the Infant'ry battalions yrithin the ‘combat team, - The reason for the
disposition of. troops in. +this manner is obvious, in that’ the ‘slearing of enemy
minafields, the removal of obstacles anl the reduction of fortifications on a
hostile beach 'ls of primary importance and ssaential to auucesuful landing
operations. B . Sl

3 SLPTEIMBER 1943:

The 11Ith Engineer Combat Battalion, as attached to. the various combat
teams, boarded ships in the Oran, Algeria harbor, From Company "A} eleven men
with two Half-Tmoks arl two ;37 mm. Anti-Tank Guns were loaded on an L.5.T.;
six men with one 2—‘-ton Dunp Truck one 1-ton: Cargo Trsiler and _one Bulldorer were
loaded on the 'S8: ARCTUI'L&S thir*-y-eight men -ant ons officer were loaded on the
USS JEFFERSTN g thirty-fivc men and one officer:vere loaded on the USS O'HARA;
forty men and two officers with two 1/4-ton Trucks were loaded on the USS CARROLL;
thirty-one men with tro 2%-ton. Cargo Truwcks, 8ix at-ton Dump Truéks, one l-ton
Cargo Trailer, one Air Compressor, one 4-ton Prime Mover, ono. 3/4-ton Reconnaissance
Car, one lotoroycle, one Half-Track and one 37 mm, Anti-Tank Gun were loaded on
the USS VINFIEWD SCOTT and twenty-seven men fmd ore officer’ were loaded on the
85 MAMTTRS, From Commny "B¥, the First Platoon was loaded on the 185 LYOS;
the Second Platoon was londed on the USS DICKMAH, the Third Platoon was loaded
on the USS BA.‘IIIE‘I"I‘ n.nd the Hondquarters Platoon was londed on'the Wothorlands
ship MARNIX, ' Frém’ Compnny figh, the Pirst Pla'hoon wns loadod on tho USS CHASE;
the Second Platcon vms loaded on the 1BS STAUTQN, ‘the Third Pla.toon was loaded
on the ‘U3S FUNSTOH and the. Hendquarteru Platoon were loaded ‘on the USS STAHTCN.
Battalion Headquartera: wnder the comand of . Lnjor Oran’ C. Stomll; Hondquartara
and Sorvico Compnny umor the command of 1st Lt. Ira J, Kail and tho Medieal
Dotachmont undor the ‘command of Captain Baward R, Purkur Ware ‘loaded .on the :
Hotherlands ship MARNIZ," The Battalion Commnndnr, _ 5 Paul 7. DilIingham,
sailod on tho USS CARROLL with the 14lst Infentr; 8/ ~Company "A"
embarked under thu.:’ccmmnd of lst Lt. Warron-l‘{ Mwlagd: Company "B". under ™
) ' ' £,0MX of Captain

Ernost L, Petrao. L
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; SEPTEMBER 15;3, . : hf:'\r- -
R

An unevontful day in tile Oran Harbor with pers onnel and equipment
continuing to be 1oaded 0N CONTVOY. .

5 SEPTEMBER 1943 o

Thé'cb'nvoy movéd from the docks and quy of the Orfan Ha#bor to the outer
harbor at 1700 hours, lnying at anchor untll 2100 hours. whan it sailed into the
¥editerransan Sea.. : . L

6 SEPTEMBER 1_943:

Quiet, eXcept for an occasionol air raid alert, After darkness, the
practice rush of tho boat teams to their proper stntions was to becomo more or
loss routine as thc voyage propressed,

7 SEPTEMBER 1943:

Unuatial, except for boing joinod by a largse ml:_ﬁber of ships at 1700
hours, which had been laying at anchor along tho African coast.

B SEPTEMBER 1943

Ponceful, cxoept lor the maddencd rush to the starboard side to catéch
a glimpse at the rugged Sicilian constline and to furthor disrupt the noontime
moss ling, As o surprise, and unfortunatoly serving to minimize the task ahoad,
enma the nows of Italy's capitulation at 1830 hours, Tho convoy sailed into
tho Gulf of Salorno boTore midnight and in the distance could bo scon the flash
of trneor bullatis o.nd honrd the rumbling of gu'n.s.

9 SEPTEMBER 1943:" o

Twonty-four mon from oach of tho Sacond ond Third Platoons of Company “"A"
undor the cémmnd of 1st Lt, illiam Peld, Jr, ant lst Lt, James N, Mwller, -~
rospoctively, landod on ysllow bonch near the village of Paestun, Italy, Tho first
platoon undor command of 2nd Lt, Herbert L, Spoarman landed on bluo bonch with
the assault oclemonts, : Their chief mission was to f"'lp barbcd vriro installntions
on the beach to 'ox':u;blo tho Infrmtry to udvanca. 3ix mon from oach platoon landod




in the Sﬁcond wava .-vv:jhh I!mc Datactors to romove mmnos praparatory to bulldn.ng,
roads across: thc boo.chcs. . Imsmurh as no onemy minos wore found on these two
boaches, thaso six mon proccoded ever ‘the boach %o ‘assist in the removal of ob-
stoclos.. ‘One of ‘bho six men, Private Joss'Tl, Hudnall) bocamo sopurntod from the
gFoup and Vas later fond lying ‘doad botween two bayunattcd Corman ‘soldiors, who
undoubtodly dx:rl hei‘oro his bloodwcovored bavunet. Approxzmatoly ono squad from
oach platoon lafidod in $he fifth wave ami’nided in: unloading ‘eargo’ sh.’ms, ‘bomg;
subgcctod tho ont:.ro day 0 constant onomy sholl f:x.rc._- ‘Lator in fthe morning,

Lt. Sponrman; undor thodovering rifle firo of Privato Stovo Boroczky, advancod
bgyund the Infantry to n location on tho. sou'!:horn outskirts of Paostim vhero three
cnony: rnllv‘ay plns: worc ‘stntionod, proparcd chargos and: demohshod the "broechos’

of tho ‘throo. guns. to. provont thcnir uso by the’ -onemy sinca'a strong counteFatfack
nt that time was cvidon*b Moanvhilo, Lt, Mioller with fowf mon removed cnomy”
cxplosives Trom n small bridgo npnro*cimatnly Tour humdrod yards from tho 1%1st
Infantry . Combat Tonm Command Post south of Paostum. Tochnieinn Crode 5§ Honry E.
Gordos and: Privatc David L, Auisonberry lo.ndod 640900 hours with n bulldozar and
viorkod ‘until 2200 hours undor ‘constant onany 'sholl firc ond norianl bombing con~-
s’cructz.ng; six roads frcm thc bonch over the ndjnccnt s'\nﬁ_ﬂums.

' Thu F‘irst Pla‘coon, less ’thc third sqtmd, of 'Comlnny "B“ wder tha
commnnd of 1st. L'E:. Robort M, Morton debarked from tho USS LYONS at 000l hours
and leaded into nn LCPR and an LCA, Durmg ‘dobarkntion: Sorgcan’ﬁ Goorgo 1L
Mhelaino f0ll and. sustnincd ‘nbroken "1imb, : Enroutec to Red Boach tho.cours® of
the Tanding crufﬁs s :mtcri‘orrod by i‘loat:mg mines.: and upnn arrival ot tho
bonch ‘under oncry. glmi‘irc it was discovered the Inndin hnd ‘boon made ono And onoe
half miles abovo Rod Bonch. The o squads advamad avc:r “tho ‘snnd duncs and o0se -
tablishod o platoon dump.’ ‘A rocomnissance ‘party vas _thon dis patchod to nscortain
their locntion, At 0830 hours tho platoon cdvancod - to the North toward the Sclo
River, having: ‘boen’ poricdimlly pinnod %o ‘the . grotmd by fricndly fire from the
shoro ‘ongincor. troops Amtil recognition wns ostablishod, - Shortdy aTtorwards™
o Gorman soldior was aaphurcﬁ at nn Italian farrhouse and .an Itnlinn, through an
intorprotor, offorod Yo guide ‘the platoon by a Bhort routo. to the Solc River, A%
0900 hours tho ‘platoon departoed, taking tho civilion vmth ‘thom, .and woro load
to m Itnlian: shoro installation of p:.llboxos where ono Gorman soldier’was killod
by Corpordl foorge: P. Pongrossi, n sccond Woundod and n total of cleven prisonors
woro taken ond ovacuated to MumbeF 2 Prisonor:of Tar Stoclmda on Rod Beach undor
charge of Corpoml Louis “A,. _Hitschko. Tho plntoon ‘thon advonced to the §Glc hivor,
Contact wns mado with Company "B", 1st Battnlion, 142nd Infanfry at 1145 hours
whorau;uon it was: ‘deeided to ‘vipo out ononty strong points north of tho-Scle Rivor,
The platoon wns enllad upon %o put out n right flank guard nt 1300 hours, and
shortly: ai‘tomrds Hwo German ‘Mark VI tanks advanscd towvard “then and stoppod
about one hundroed. yards awny, oponing Tiro thich forécd tho “platoon to withdraw
dovn an aquoduat 4o n woodod ‘arca noarby,  Again thoy wore pinnod to the . ground
by a bru'rago of: fira, nurxmrhilc frienmdly 105 Tge Howitzers ‘opancd fire upon tho
tanks, Nonr 1500 hours Staff Sorgoant Leomard P. Hookor,: platoon lendor, vith
a groatdér part of- 4ho ‘platoon nnd Lt, Morton rrath tho romaindor nmd twonty
Infant¥ymén, ‘doparted in"difforont diroctions to mako théir:* ‘¥ back to tho
platoon dump,: L&, Morton nad his party ¥roro’ flnttonod by anqny gun and tank fire
and " throe of - ’cﬁn Mnntrymun Woro:Woundod,  Upon ronching the durp with thrdo
of his p 1ntoon nnd ‘ono " Inf'antrymen, Lt, Horton loft to Lird’ Cnptnin Crisnan,
company commanior, and upon finding him wns orde¥od to dig in at tho dump for tho
night, Upon h:.s ro'hurn Yo tho ‘dump. pro.cticnlly his ontirc platcon had arrived,
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-~ SECRET

The Joocond Platoon of Compsnin . loss the third squad, undor tho
commandi of 2nd Lt, Omer E, Fortier, debarkcd from tho transport 1SS DICKENS at
0111 hours from o position in tho Mediterranean Sea approximately twelve miles
from the beach, . The ‘platoon, attached te the Second Battalion of th& 142nd
Infantry Combat Tesii, mansuvered in landing erafts one mile off Green Beach for
two hours, Approaching the beach with enemy machine gun bullets raftling against
the ramps of the crafts, amd two nearby orafts being directly hit by enemy shells,
the men waded ashore emid tracers from cross machins gun fire flashing past their
legs and hodies, "Rushing forvmrd to the first sand dunes they immediately 'dug in
and dus” to conmfinued enemy fire for two hours vere pimmd to the ground thereby
preventing aucceeding waves from landing on soheﬂula. ‘A oraft of Infa.ntrymen
succeeded In lending affer navel fire silenced & German gun position and”
immediately the InfantFymen wipcd out the machine gun nekts, This adtion on the
part of' the Infantrymén permitted the platoon to assemble without any casualties
sustmined=-—only the unharmful pieroing of Lt, Fortierts pants leg by a bullet,
At 0600 hours the Second Squad wmler Sergeant John A. Bettis proceeded to
accomplish their miamsion on the beach by gapping barbed wire enmtanglements,
removal of mines from the gap and to olear other obstacles, Sergeant Raymond
W. Johnson with five men advanced to the railroad north of Paestum to sever
the rails and out commun{cation lines, Upon their arrival i% was found that
naval gunfire Rad already poerfofmed the work, Sergeent Alden 7, Williams?
squad landed on the beach at daybreak and encountered heavy cverheaid fire, The
platoon was reorganized at 1100 hours at & predeterminsd point then procecded
to Paeatum where it was dug in undor aniper fire and rena.innd the rest of the
day and that night. o _

The ‘]hird_ Platoon of Company "B", less 'I:he third_ squad, under ocommand
of 2nd Lt, Miles E, Hill, as an attachment to the 3rd Battalion, 1l42nd Infaniry
Combat Team, debarked i‘rcm the USS BARNETT at OOUl hours, - The craft in which
L4, Hill and the second squad was riding stuck in the sand about twenty-five
yards from tho shore and whiles trying to extricats it cnemy machins guns opened
up,fiercely peppering the crafts, The f'irst squad And Stafl Sergeant Altus D,
Griffin beachod sucdeésafully umler enemy machine gun fire umtil it was shortly ™
silenced by the machine gunner on the landing craft, Ememy {ire was again resumed
which pinnod the squad down for ton minutos although unhimdered their erawling
to the sand dunes, 'Darbed viire installations wero gapved apd mines searched under
constant fire, AY¥ 0500 hours the platoon was assembled and advanced toward the
coastnl road, being fired upon by four Gemmnn machino guns and several riflemon,
Sergeant Pote H, Armstrong advamed his squad under the fire and searchoed the
road shoulders for minss, “At 1000 hours it was roported that sixty onemy tonks™
vero approaching, Thirtecn tanks did arrive at 1700 "hours ami stopped lesa than™
fifty ynrds oWay on both sidos of n’drainage ditch in which the platoon had tnlen
rofuges Having no heavier arms than ,30 enlibor -1 Rifle, Lt, Hill ordered fire
withheld to 'scourc their position, 'Tho tanks firod upon beach installationa and
personnel and equipment being landod until Amerioan dive bhambers straffod And
bombed thom, acaounting for ono, naval fire accounting for two and Amorican
artillery acoounting for anothor two, Hearing ories from someons as if in great
pain betwoen 1100 nnd 1200 hours, L%, Hill govo orders for overyone to remain
quict to avoid giving away tho posi.tion of the sixty men, Being inferncd that
one of the mon had beon woundod, medieal aid men remiered all possible assistance
to Privato Trumin X, Ricé whofe logs and thighs wore rant by shrapnol,” Dospite”
his intonse pnin md ugony, I‘ulln’tg roulizing his po.inful oriea would joopardize




tho sarety of his phtoon, ho' romained quiet until his dmrl:h betwaen 1300 and 1400
hours, Tho remaining eight tanks shortly withdrew" and 8 the platoon began to
assemble five more tanls arrived and stopped. Two wero’ im'nrliato;y knoocknd out
and the romaining ‘three withdrew. Moamwhilo Private Firs'l: Class Arthur Truman

wns tropped by tanks befoio he could roach his ulatonn. i cmwhng, ‘he spottod a
tank on one side of ‘a bush, whoreupon he hurriedly swiung around to tho othor side
of tho bush to find. himself in the company of two Mark VI tanks, Eventuslly
one tonlk was lcnocked out and as tho 1id of the ‘turret roised Private Trumn _
nocounted for tho: German’ who wng about to 1auva and he . Bltmpcd back into the hull,
Privaté Joseph AbbotE, Who had proviously bean. sepamteﬂ from the platoon wna
1lightly wounded in” the ‘nock an! later cvacuated-to the. hosPital ship, The
platoon moved North’ ‘along the coastal road at 1630 hours and contacted Captain
Crisifian nboiit ‘1730 hours and were orderod to dig in for the night noar- 'Ihe 142nqd
Infantry Comand Post. e :

' ‘The H"oudqmrteru Platnon of Company "B“ under oommnd mP End Lt.
Goorgo A. ‘Altschul dobarkod from the MNotherlands ship I{ARNIX at 1630 holirs
and landed at 1900 hours under the protective maval fire, : Unable to uontac'b
tho compnny, 'L'hoy dug in I‘or ’chc night in the viainity oi‘ tho beuch, o

The thrao pIatocms of Company "C“ wcra propurad_ o.land on Grean Bouch

" and parfom demolition work on ‘beach o‘bstnoles. The First Plntoon,’ wndar
' the eommand of 2nd 1%, Leoo E, Beahlcr attached to the ‘1st Battalion, 143rd -

Infuntry Combnt Toam landcd on Red 30ach and BuPUortGd the Infantry in thoir.”
‘rogimontal aascm'bly area, Thb .{‘irst engincor mission’wns to:lbeato™a position
and cetablish A water: point which wos put :i.n opcration-npproximatcly one milo
south of Pnastum. .:- S

Tho Sooond Platoon of Comp’my “C" undur ‘Eha conmnd - of 1&'& L'L' Ihtmns
B, Cnu‘bior, Jry landod on Red. Boach during an onomy tank attack and sot up an
anti-tnnk dofonso: using ‘a. 3T m, Anti-Tank Cun ‘and Rockut Luunohora." Scrgoant .
Loyd L, Patferson in command of a Half-Track nssistod tho Infantry i noutrnliz-
ing an enemy mchim: g;lm mst which was harmssing friondly nrtillery wost of

Flﬁhmy HO- 180 :

- Tho Thirrl Pln‘boon tndar oomanﬂ of 131: L’c Domld--ﬁ. Cu:rry lrmiod )
with the 3rd ‘Battnlien, 143rd Infantry Combat ‘Toam north of ned Bonoh, . Steff
Sergeant EUgum Ve M:Donald with one sqund and o 37 mm. Anti-'l'unl: cun: mo‘ved %o
tho dmmterprooi‘ing aren vhers it viAs lnter repartod by n roconnaissance pafty
that cnomy tanis were npproaching the boach nren from ‘the Ensty ﬁmcdiatoly
n bridgo in The ling of thoir nppFoachod was minod and tho An+i-Trmk Gun and
Rocket Lnunchora #ct up to furnish protoction fof the road: bloo}c. ‘PMftaen
nntletnnk mines voro plaoed in the road fiftoon yirds in front.of tho bridge,’
The 37 mm, Anbi-Tanl Cim was put into action’apainst: the approaching - tanks at
n distnnso of cight hundrod 46 ono thousand ynrds but Without: offect ns it
could bo plainly dotormined that the pr ojeotilos toro not pinroing the A¥mor.
Sorgoant Nolon B, Carter loft tho bridge aron to notify tho officor in eharge
of tho 7518t Tonk Group, and ho directed friondly tnnls “to the aren, Aftor the
tonk attack tha plutoon muved to tho rog:i.montn.l u.suembly nrou.




Company Hondquarters Plitoon undér the command of Staff Sergoant
Hollis Eppos Inndod with the Socond Platoon Half~Track and assisted in clenring
spipers from housos in thc vicinity of Prostum, R

Bottalion Headquarters, Headquarters end Sorvice Compady and the
¥edionl Dotachmont lamdod at 1900 hours on Red Bonch and moved one-half mile
from the boach townrd Pnostum to bivoune for tho night, -

10 SEPTEMBER 1943;

" At 0900 hours Company “A" wngs rcorganized four kilomoters south of”
Prostun under tho cammnd of Lt, Ausland,  Lt. Muollor with the Third Platoon
s sent on n mission to roconstruct a singleo stringdr bridge thros kilometors
Horth of Agrepoli which haod boon demolishod by thé onemy on tho provious doy.
Upon complotion of this bridge Lt., Spoarman and ono squad from the First ~
Plnteon miniod the Approachos to the bridgo in nceordance with 141st Infantry
Combat Tonm ordors,

Company "BY Wns assemblod at Vannulo in tho vioinity of tho 142nd ‘
Infantry Combnt Toon vhers rations and explosives worc drown for future opornfions.
During tho noon hour throe Gofman plands straffod the arca which hurriod cvorye
ono to’thoir foxholes nnd rosulted only in ono pot of coffoc boing ovorturnod,
At 2000 hours tho company movod to bivowe two milos Northoast of Poostum’
ant the third platoon wms latcr dispatchod %o rodommoitor tho road botwoen the
commny command poat and Rocon d'Aspide in soarsh of minas,
The Socond and Third Platoons of Company "C" furnished socurity for
tho command pes't of tho 143rd Infantry Combat Tonm, cmploying 37 mm. Anti-Tagik
Guns am machino guns rifle protoction. "Tho first squad of tho First Platoon
cstnblishod a wator point in the vieinity of DivisIon Hoadquartdrs at Pacstum,
Socond and third sqnds of tha First Platdon romnined in eompany rosarvo,

Tho Battalion Command Post, Hondquarters and Saorvico Company ind
‘Bdienl Dotnchmont movad fromthe aren 6eetpiod tho pruvious night to an Arca
ono mile South of Pnostum, arriving at 0600, During the day sovoral onomy bomb-
ing oni stralfing nttacks wore oxporioncod but without 111 offaet, :

11 SEPTEMBER 1943

77 Tho thrco platoon comandors of Company "A" rcoeonnoitorod thd roonds
branching from codstal rénd ihawber 18 south of Agropoll and roads south and
enst of réntindra, Mpamhile tho company wns omployod procuring engincor
supplies rna equimmont, = _ '




A raeommiaazmcu of thc frontlim ronrl bctwean 'bho Compnny "B" bivolno
and Altavilln #ma conducted by Lt. Morton and tho First Platoon of that company
during which ohomy 8,8 gunfife wns very notive, Tochnician Grade 5 Albort 7,
Pholps luutainod 1igh'h shr'lpnel wounds in’ ‘tho lui‘t i‘oronnn. ,

Tho Third Platoon of Company “B" moved into tho front Uno oity of

Albanolln and rémeved dobris of two bulldings which had beon blowm nemss o
stréot ns o result of Gormnn demolifions.,  Tio Gérman boo‘by traps wero found
with chargos: placod ‘but without fuso. Tho entire company later moved to on
aroa four nnd ono-half milos Wost of Rocon d‘Aapido. o i

. Iha First r.\nd Sooond Flatoons of Ccmpany "C" i‘urmshed socurlty Tor
tho 143rd Infantiy Combat Toam Commoamd Post, I1t. Boanhlor apd throo mon eone
dugtod A Feoommiissanco on highwmy No, 18 to Roaca d!Aspido for cnemy aAnti-
tank mincd Auring which sixtocn minos werc removed, fivo of which had not been
armod, Thogo mims 1"'0!‘0 romoved oight hundrcd ynrda northwcst of Rocca
d*Aspido,

Tho Third Plntoun of Commny "Cf" rcnaincd in support of tho 3rd
Battallon of tho 143rd Infantry and during the poried laid a Rasty minoffold
oonsisting of ‘sovon humdrod and sixnty rnines aercss- thc highway t\vo nrl onoe
half milos Solﬂ:hoaa‘b of Capaceio, N i

- ‘ During tho any tho Battalion Comnn’l Post rontinuod to direet road °
and wator roconnpissnnco and tho prociroment of ongincor supplies, Tho cofmand
post, Hondquarfcrs aml Sorvico Company and Modionl Dofnchnont ostablishod in
ngw biveuac aroa. ﬂu—oo nilca Enst of Pnas*"um nt 2030 hnum. o

12 sﬂmmm'iu'g',_' L G e

2l Lty Charlos E, Plistor and three mon from the HondquaTtors PIatoon
of Company "A". ost@blished and put a wator point for the 141st Infantry Corbat
tonm into oporation, " Corporal Don S, Shocrmker nnd: two nen conduetod o
roconnnissanec With tho 36th Roconnaissanco Troops ond loentcd throo arcds for
rond blocks Tﬂf{ch Lt, Muwollor and the Third:Pletoon propo.rod “the follcming day.
At nbout J400 hours L+, Dold afnd the Sceond Flatoon proparcd “threo road blocks
five kilomotors Enst of Trentinara and upon ccmpletion ono Zquad romained to’
protoct tho obotnolds,  During the aftormoon Lt Sboarmon :ontdrod the tom of
Prodifuno nnd roturndd to the 141st Ynfantry: Conmind" Poa*h with the Chiof of
Polisec fron whon' v—luu'bla ini‘ormtion g uoquirod. e

L-!;. Hortcn rmd thc Firat Platoon oi‘ Comp:my "B" m'ovod into 'l:ho _
frontling nroa- Southvost of Altavilla and ronov’cd a:irond block, roamhils L'b.
Forticr and the Bccond Platoon rocodnoitored a road in front: of tho onomy's
advanco line 4inthe vieinity of Rocon d'Aspidu. On this roconnnissafieo it ¥ns
loarficd "that ofio Runired nnd fifty foot of roand on n mountain slopo had bodn
blewn by tho onony vhich fado. ‘pas3nge inpossiblo. “Tho THird Plafoon rémainod to
guard an unoxplodod five hundrod-.pound bom a civilian'a bnckywm ono nile
E1et of tho corsnml’ poat. Do




Tho “‘irst Platoon of Conp'\ny 'C“ sourchod tho nrga arcund a2 blewn
bridge approximntely throo niles Southvest of Altnvilla for onomy nincs whoro
rive T¢llermines No, 2 wora found, A bypnss was constructod at this point for
one way traffie, SR

Tho Sccond Platoon swopt the road from Highwy Yo. 18 approximatoly
two and ono-half miles Southwest of Altavilla for mincs rmd rcmoved sgvon
Tcllominoﬂ . o

The road approximately two niles South of Albanolla thon North
to annroximtely threc mikos Dorthwost of Albanolla was swopt for mines by the
Third Platoon of Company "C" which resulted in thoir finding none.

Considornblo rocormnissance nnd tho famulation of dofansive plans
ware contuctod during tho day by staff nembers undor the dirocotion of the’
Battalion Command Post, Headquartora and Sorvico Company continuod in the
procurcment of onginoor supplies and cquimment,

13 SEPTEMER 1943:- |

- Comr.uny "A" anployod the dny in the procuremcnt of supplies nnd
camh'l:ioning of onulpmnt

“Latc fn tho nfbarnoon Lt, Morton and tho First Platoon &f Company “B"
removed an enemy rond blocl Northwost of Albanolla nnd whilo so engaged
Private First Class Robort ¥. Jobes recoived light | - - . wounds in the
abdominal region nmd legs from n booby trap vhile cutting a treco, Tho Platoon
shortly withdrew to the company beenuso of darkness and tho company rojoinod
the bonttalion two nnd ono-half miles East of Paostum nt 2000 hours,

Company "C¥ command post movad in the vieinity of tho Battalion
Command Post at 0400 hours, The First and Third Platoons of Company "C"
furnishod protoection for the 131st and 132ntd Fiold irtillory Batfalions,”
forming n dofonso 1lIno about threco quartors of a mile lono midviay betwoen -
AlbanoIln and Altavillas The artillery positions wore roceiving heoavy counter-
battory fire and onomy patrols worc attompting %o raach their positions,

Tho Socond Flatoon of Cempany "C" continued maintonance and improvo-
nont of b pass on road approximtoly two niles north of Albanclla undor con-
stnnt oneny artillery shelling, The firo bceame so heavy at 1300 hours tho
pletoon Anti-tahk gunners woro forced to Iunve their gun position amd tho
37 mm, gin wgs not rocovercds The conpany roturncd to the vicinity of tho
2attalion Commni Post nt 23C0 hours. :




Tol 'ard nlrlnigbt infomqt:.on ™as roccn.vod 'bhut rm onemy tun.' in
oporating comditisn had ffodgod itself in o nnrrov rond noar Altavilla.
Techniocian Crado 4 Herschel K: Bridges), Tcohnlcmn Grado' 5 Malcolm E, Cox,
Corporal Jums B. “Fostor and 7 - - Priviteo ’l&\ck Cy Mum::hy, all from
Hcadqmrtcrs and Service CUmnany, with demolition equipmen'b woro sonf to

destroy the 'l:o.nL if Yts position wns not too. dungorous._: fxdvuncing boyond our
o frontlincs and undur hon.vy f‘ire thoy &ccﬂmpllshed 'I:ho m.’waion.

14 SEPTEMBER 1943 o

The Third Plntoon of Company "A" undor Lt. 11uollcr dnmolishod throo
bridges én Highwmy Mo,:18 in tho vicinity of “Casalvelino and Prosojo aoross
tHo Alvonto Rivor, A mineficld Wns placcd nboub tiro milos Weorth of Ogliastro
on the rond ledding to that, tom, n réad crafer also bcing blown in that
vicinity.’ Tho, briﬂgo u‘b I‘.utino gtation wn r'lostrnycd and .a Bqund renained to
protoct tho o'bstuclo. NS CR e

. ]’_,1:. Dold unrl ong sqmd Tfrom tho ;:oconﬂ Platoon of Comnany "A“ placed
g rond bloel Eust of Trontinnm anﬂ left the aquad to g;unrd thc block,

Tho ."f‘irst Plutoon under Lt. Spearman m..nerl - bridgo on tho constnl |
rond just Southifost oP Castollabnte and blow a road grater on the cocaotal road
"ost of Ortodenmio and nls¢ destroyod n bridpe Tour ﬂnlcnnotors South of

Agropoli, Onag aquqﬂ ICn ainr'd bchind to cover 'l:hc crn‘bnr.
_ Compnm' "P“ cmn" ovd thu day iA proourlng supplios nnd cquipment
and oond:.tioning oi' oquipmon‘h pronamtury to ‘Lhc nnxt m:.sslon.

Cnnmany "C" 'tcconphshod the mssion of’ nlninc:;rxll posslblo tank
anpronches on:the Cnlora River from junetion La Casa Creck=Calore River to
junctioh Ciloro-Solc Rivers, The First Platoon reconnoitercd and minod the
fords in tho scotor: frc-n the junction of the:Calorc<Sele Nivers to the North-
oast nbolt one niles. Thc Third Platoon rocdmmoitercd’ and nined tho area from
the Torthonst: oxtrcmty of tho First Platoon sactor o the’ ‘junction of La Cnaa
f‘rook—Gnlorc Ri'vcr. “Ardefonsivo position wna: tl*on orgumzcd *tc defond ’Ehc
lecks . estublishod ard.tho eompany ocoupiond tho: positions with tho 179th ~
Infantry on tho .lcft. flank and the Anti-Tanz Company of tho 143rd In.f'rmtry
on the right 1r'lanlc. Tho Pirst ond Third Plutoons rcmnincd ‘on . the 1linc with the
Sccond Platoon: in rosorve to ‘covor onony broul:‘ahrough 'md ‘l'.hc uithﬁrnwnl of tho

Tirit nnd Thirc Tlntoons 1T necessary, Reinforccments twrgro roceived from the
142nd Imf‘an’cry Combat Team ot 21C0 hours and it was. durinc tho withdraiml of
“bo company fron the  1ino “that Sergoant Clydc *T, Couch vns fatally woundod 7

by shrnpnol. “Tho "corpany movad to tho vieinitw of tl—m jotta]wn cormnn? Tost
oo and ono-hnlf ﬂi"ns TTor'bhc:ns+ oi‘ Pucstm. - EEERSA




‘15 SEPTOIBLR 1943

Company "i" wes relicvod of "all rond bloeks on”the Division right’
flank by airborne, iflter rocomnnissafce Tor possible mineficld locations by
Lte Mueller, Lt, Dold and Lt, Spearman, the throe platoons moved undor cover ~
of dorlmoss %o o position Hwro Illometers 3outh of Barirzo and proneedoed ¥o Iay
n mingfidld in that locality under continuous onemy artillory and machine gun
firc. This nission was completed at 0400 hours tho following morning and tho
platoons roturncd to Hoadguarters Platoon bivouwc throo miles Northeast of
Capaccio, Moamwhilc, carlicr in the day ot 1590 hours Lt. Mucllor contaoctod
patrols of the British Lighth \rmy in the vieinity of Lourcoma.

Company "B" renninod in battalion rescrve during the day.

Company "C" was assigned tho mission of laying n minofiold ot tha
junction of' Lo Cngn Croo-Calore River and tho Tirst Platoon of the company
placod e thrco himirod Ancd twonty ynrd concortina wrire obstaclo 4o the front of
the position ocoupiad by Compoany "C", 1aIst Infantry. Friondly Infanirypatrols
noross La Casa Crook wore forcod by onamy action to withdraw at 0100 hours
16 Septombor and dotalnod the work for n time. Tho Third Platoon brought
miterial up into position for the complotion of the task,

16 SEPTEMBER 1943:

Company "A" romaincd in resarvo during the day nnd preparced for the
noxt mission that night be assignod them.

~ Comoaniy "B" movoed Trom bivounc nt 2000 hours to Vallo do-1'Lusa Crook
*thoro a 6500~nine minoficld was laid nnd a doublo row of concertina wiro placod
aroud it,

The Third Pletoon of Company "C" installed 720 yards of concorting
wirs to tho froat of the Infantry frontline wnits from the Jjunction of lLaCnsa
Creek-Calore Hiver, East to join wira vhich iras placed by the Pirst Platoon of -
the vwarsant o= 15 .‘Joptombor. Tha nission wns complated 0400 hours 17 Septombor.
The First and So~cnd Platoons ronainod with the company during tho day,

Dw %o onaty pressurc on tho 1ilst nnd 143 Infantry Regirments it
was nocaessary thnt «bcuo units procure iatrenching oquipment, Toaehnieal
Jergoont Jay D. Willinme d:livered *hic anuimontd cbout nidnight under heavy
anamy action,




X svspmti'f:ﬁi_isés-z-

The ?:hrce oporating plato}ams of Conpuny "'L" undor tho direction of
tho company commandor, L. Ausland, moved 45 the vicini’t:y ‘of Albanolla on tho
misgion of rcrmoving road blocks and anti-tank minos two Xllomckors Wost of “that
town, In this. vicinity it wns noted that the blocks hod béon hoavily booby ~
trapped by tho onomy,  Othor snnll roads leAding ina Worthedatorly diroction
Lorard Altavilln weré ecloarcd, It was during those oporqtions that Corporal
1Schacl R, Sufchinsky sufferod a brolwn arm, _ _

Lt, .For‘hioi- in commnd of tho 3c¢ocond Platobﬁ'_of Company "BY con-
structod a small bridge threo milss Touthwest of Albanolln and later removed
an enemy road block approximtely threc niles ‘Tost of the torn, During tho day
Company "BM was  instructed to promarc te move into a com'bat position with %the
142nd Infantry’ Comba‘b Toan, S

Company “C" 1ras givon the nission of romoving thcx mineficld which had
boen proviously laild by the company in the vieinity of . laCaga Crock<Calors
River junction, ~The First, Sccord and Third Platoons romovod oqual portions of
tho minefield in’ 't:his sc}ctor which consisted ‘of 2030 m.ncs._ Tho First Platoon
disgoverad fricnr‘il} mincs buriod along Lu Casa crook of which no record had
boen proviomly me do. o AR

18 SEPTEMBER 194'5= |
Compr:ny _".’h" ronained in buttalion';rasor\m“._tl.uf_iné‘-{:ho dav,

Company # B" moved into a combat position throo miles Horthwest
of Albamplla nlong La Casa Crook, The Pirst and Sécond .Pltoonz went into
n dafensive position it th the Third Platoon Held in resorvo, - Lt, Kill and
throo mon made n reard reconnaissanco o Alonnelln nlong which gsavaral soctions
“Tero imrovod with uhG use of n bulldozer,

Tho First Platoon of Commny "C" proparéd nnd nninﬁxinod Tords ncross
LaCasa Creck nnd ‘tho Calorc Rivor in the proximity of their gunction and also
swropt the mnain ronds for mines from tHe crossings to o & far Jorth as the™
villago of -Porsano,  ThHe Third Plntoon swopt the roads: for minos from pointy
about thrao milos Southonst of .iltnvilln to the tom. - _

19 SEPTEMBER 1945:
Commany "A" wns ¢ iven n mission to assist in tho burial of The ddnd
soldiors 'and eivilinns at tho torm of Altnville vhich had boon badly hit by

nrtillery,” "ith Yho uso of A bulldozor, togother with intronching aquipment
tho company wras on;ngod '.\'L' this work thc centire day.




........ e SRR

Company "B" joined sk Forec Ho, 2 in the vicinity of Altavilla,
Thoe First and Sccowd Plntoons wore moved 4o the front lines %o sénrch for
minoficlds and booby traps, fow of which were found duo to the enamy's quick
retreats The Third Pl toeoon was hold in roscrve until senbd to Altavilla to cloar
booby traps in order that tht Third Battalion of the combat team might
ostablish its command post In that arca. The Third Platoon was later assigned
tho taslt of nssisting dn the burial of the dead at Altavilla.

™o First Platoon of Company "C" wms anraged in the removal of
wrockcc'{ cnemy tanks and {trucks from tho roads YorthWost of Altavilln amd the
maintenancoe 01‘ bypasscs and filling of cratars :'Ln ‘hhat vieinitys ‘Tho Sceond

ths roads runn:_ms_ Horth nnd Nov-t‘ncaut from Altav;_llg, for mines,

20 SEPTEMBER 1943;

Company "A" continuced in burial of the doad and the clearance of
unoxploded shells in Altavilla, Debris wos cloared from the roads in tho town
to pomit traffic circulation.

Company "B" wns withdrawn from th2 defonsive position in which i%
hod boon ploced the Previous dny amdl returncd to the battalion,

tho First and Second Platoons of Company "C" constructoed two foob
bridges ovor the Calore Mvor™in tho vicinity of Porsano whilo tho Third
Platoon swont the road hetween the Calore Tiver and Hirhway No, 19,which
road joins altavilla with that highway, . ford vms also constructcd across
the Calore Riwer on this route by the smnmo plnatoonm,

21 SEPTEMBER 1943

The day vas spont with relatiwely little activity, Company "BY
continuod to assis®t in burial of the dead at Altaviila amd the ontiro battalion
was moverd to bivouae approximntely thric miles south of Altavilla during the
aflernoon,
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4 squo.ﬂ i‘rom tho First Plutoon of Compuny "B".ihpravad a foot trai}
up tho’ ‘mowntain wost of tho joop trail in.the vioinity of MIGNANO %o facilitato
carrying supplios t0 tho top, whilo a sguad from tho Socond Platoon goarchad
the read joining tha joop trail ond CASPOLY for minos. A squad from the Third
Platoon irprovod tho foot trail usod for currying supplioa 4o the top of o
nountain in: tho vieinity of GASPOLI. . : :

Cmpnny “G" oontinuod work on tho supply rmd for tho 1l42nd Infaontry
throo milos south ui‘ IHGNANO. T‘hu rond vma cumplo'bod o.’c 2300 hours.

During ’cho aftcmoon, whilo driving a 1A-ton;truok on rooonnnissanca
ono-—qunrtor milo ‘south of MIGNANO, Privato: First Class Clifford H. Miteholl,
RoondqunrtoFs nnd Sorvicu Corpany, rocoived a shrnpnol wound “in the right indox
fingor 'nhon tho road in ’aha'b nran wos aubjoot'od o, onon:y nrtillory.- o

1o NOVEMBER 1943: o

Ono sqmd frcm CmPnny "JL" bag:m ropniringsln:nilc aoction oi‘ aupply
road ono-half ‘mile north of MIGNANO at 0800 hours.  In nddition to tho usual
road repairs modssnry, o tincfiold roquired. gnpping and tho  ontiro work wans
complotod by 1700 hours. Tho turn-arowsd at tho command poat of tho 2nd
Battalion, 143rd Infantry was “improved by tho usc of. corduroy rntorial ‘and two
squads hauled oulvert pipe amd railroad oress +tios. for road ‘improvonont two
niles southonst of  MIGNANO whilc a’ fourth squad with. ontronching tools nnd
oxploaivos nssistod tho 14 3rd Infantry in imprwing *kho:lr dofonsivo positicna.

‘I‘ho throo oporuting plntoons of Ctmpany “B" lcft bi.vo‘Qac at 1000 hours
to haul railroad ‘cross tios from LATEVERNALE 0 o by-pass hoing constructod throo
nilos southons® ‘of MIGNANO, At 1500 hours.those plntoons wore forcod by hoavy
encryy artillory'i‘iro at fho by-pass to suspond Ehoir work until after darkricss,
A% 1600 howrs tho. campnny ‘bulldozor wns disputohod to. nssis‘h tho 178th Fiold
Artillory in Fioving ‘thoir Tiold piccos and nt 2300 hows ‘a squad from tho
Socond Platoon bogin: ‘maintennnco ©f tho joop trail ono-half milcl south of MIGNANO
and contiinued- on 'bhut wnrk throughout the night. : R

Tho Third Plu‘coon of € ompany "C" boga.n ropaira on’ supply trall for’ ‘tho
14 2nd Ini‘nntry throd ‘milos south of MIGNANO at 0745 hours.. ‘The First Platoon
started work at 2200 hotrs on n by-pass four nilos southcnat Df IHGNANO und ¢ on-
tinued wntil 0300 houra tho follawing norning. ' : O




20 NOVEIBER 1943:

Thirty-nino Gérman Tollermines of all typos wore romoved by a squad
from Conpany "A" working on n ocne nilo strotch of rond boginning about onoehalf
mils north of MIGNANO, "Tho First Platoon of tho samd compmy fillod & largo
sholl holo ono-half milc north of PICCILLI on Highway Nos 6 ond slso houlod rock
and culvort pipe and draoined the road just north of tho sholl helo, '

"“The First Platoon and Socond Platoon, less one squad from tho luttor,
of Company "B" bogan maintonance of road frém the by-pass on Highway No. 6 throo
nilos southoast of MIGNANO to LECAVE, A squad from the Third Platoon was givon
tho mission of mainteining the jeop trail one mile south of MIGNANO, By 1200 ~
hours the joop trail bocame in such bad condition duc to hoavy traffic and onomy
mortar firo fthat nssistanco wns given the squad by the First and Socond Platoons,
who cut and hauled corduroy material for tho road.

Tho First Platoon of Company "C" hnulod gravel from 1230 hours to

2130 hours for tho railrond ovorpass boing reopaired four milos south of MIGNANO,
The road was oponéd faor traffic nt 2115 hourse The Sccond Platoon maintainod a”
gootion of rdad throo miles west of TQRO and ropaired a by-pass in that loocality,
working on this mission from 0745 hours to agbout 1630 hours. At 1730 hours this
platoon was sonf to assist the First and Third Platoons in hauling gravel for
tho ovorpass fowr miles south of MIGNANO. Meamwhile, the Third Platoon had boon
gravelling railroad overpass four niles soufth of MIGNANO and ot 1500 hours

that vieinity had boon umder enemy artillery fire which forcod tho susponsion of

work for a short timo. '

21 NOVEMBER 1943.

Tho First Platoon of Company "A" improved culvort three milos southcast
of MIGNANO and fillod two bomb eraters on roand rumning southwost of culvorts
Tha Third Platoon hauled rock and improved roads leading into the Infantry bivouac
two and ono-half miles southeast of MIGNANO,

) Tho throe operating platoons of Company "B" continued maintonance of
Joep trail ono'milo south of MIGNANO. During the morning thesc platoons wore
subjoctod to onomy artillery firo which hindored the work for a short whilo.

] _ Tho first nnd sccond squads from tho First Platoon of Company "CW lof$
bivouac ‘about 1230 hours to construct a caoble suSponsion bridge for the 142nd
Infantry. Tho socond squad rotuwned nbout 1700 howrs while tho first squad ro-
Nained on tho sito to comploto tho work, but was hindecred duo to Infantry oporn-
tions in that arca and retwrnod to bivouac at 2100 hours, The romnindor of tho
Ccompany atnyed in bivounc during tha day.

- 4 -
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22 NOVEIBER 1943: ' :

The - First Platoon of Company "A" inprovcd roads lond mg into Battory
mpn 1818t Fiold Artillory"ﬁuﬁtalion, throo nilos southcust of - MIGNANO, whora
ona truck wns damagod slightly by shollfire.  The Socond: Platoon worked on n
by-pass throo nilos onst of IIGNANO and bogan chooking read loading to LECAVE
for ninos and booby-traps. Fouw Gormon wooden box nminos woro fownd in this
aren, It was during this socarch for 'booby-trupa on tho road: loading to LECAVE
that Tochnicinn Grade V Stanloy S, Dardgingki wns killod! by nn eoxplosion from
o bochy-trap plnond 4dn a dugout bosido the ronde. <Both ‘tha: First nnd Sccond
platoons woro strafed ond sholled by tho omomy during: tho coursoc. of thoir
oporations. The Third Platoon impr oved defonsivo pcsitions far tho 14lst Infontry
ono and ono—hali‘ milos Wcst of MIGNANO. S i i

At 0800 hours one - aquad fron tho Thit'd Plntoon of Compnny "B" adntinued
naintonnnee of tho joop +rnil one nile south of I’_TGH‘.HO.- M: 2100 hours the ~
threc oporating platoons loss tno squad from tho Third Platoon startod condtrue-
tion of n Bailoy Bridgo 4hroo~-fourths nilo southwost of I.!IGIIANO and ¢ ontinuod
on this work throéughout ‘the night. A Class 9, ninaty i‘oot spnn 'bridga was
corploted at 0300 hours ’cho i‘ollcwing day, o : 3

Tho 142:& Ini'nntry supply rond w0 cmd onc-hnli‘ miles sum:honst of
MIGNANO was ropu.i’rcd by the first sqund of the First Platoon of Company mn
which roquired thoir working from 1330 hours. to 1600 howrs, Moonwhilo, tho .
Secomd and Third Platoons worked ffom 1330 howrs. to 1800 hom-s ‘repairing “supply
road from tho 133rd Fiold Artillsry and tho 3rd Ba'l:to.lion, l43rd Infnntry Roginont,

23 NOVEIBER 1943: v

Tho First Platoon of Company "A" conﬂnuod work on roud loading into-
Battory "C", 131at Fiold Artillory Battalion, throoc milos southwost of IIGNANO,
while tho’ Socmﬂ Platoon’ ‘mintninod by-pass throo n:llos southeast of IIIGNANO
and soarched tho nrou. :[‘or minos. i o

Tha Thlrd ‘Platoon .of Company "B" rotainod its assigmmcnt of improving
nd maintnining joop trall ome nilo south of IIGNANO and a squad ‘was dispatchod,
“hich workod until 1200 hours whon it was rocallod to tho: coripany for rost pricr
to tho construction of .n Bailloy Bridgo which was to be n.cnomplishad thot night,
4 squad from the Firgt Platoon swopt tho rond for ninos from CONCA to tho bridgo
3ito on tho rond £o LECAVE, 'No mimos woro found, “At 2011 howrs the company loft
bivoune to conatruct a Bailay Bridgo four hlmdrcrd. yards onat or CUNGA.

The Sccorui and Third. Plntoons fron Conpany "C“ bcgnn mintennmo of
Supply road for tho lst Ba%tallon, 143rd Infnntry nnd 133rd Fiold LArtillory
Orttalien throo nilos southonst of VENAFRO, _




24 NOVEMBER 1943,

Tho Third Pla%oon of Company "A" laid a culvert pipo on rond throe
ond cno-half miles southeast of IMIGNANO proparantory to making a £ill. A4 squad ~
from tho First Pla.toon impFoved the roads loading into tho 13lst Piold Ar€illery
Bottalion throo miles sbuthwost off IMTIGNANO whoro two loads of rock worao plz-.cad
and varidus placos drained. Ono squad swopt tho road starting at culvert throo
and ono~-half milos southoast of MIGNANO down to LEGAVE and ninotoon Amorican
1MAl1 mines wore i‘ound _buried aleng tho road,
) Conpuny B, huvmg bogun construction of n B'n.ley Bridgo four hundrod
yards oast of CONCA tho previous ovoning corploted a Class 35, sixty foot span
bridge nt 1000 howrs, Ono casualty resultod during the work whon Privatc Edward™
Js Brungardt sustainod shrapnel wounds and o brokon log duFing an onomy artillery
barrago. Aftor complotion of tho bridgo, the First Platoon ewspt tho rond to
the north for enomy mings until the platoon contacted a mine-sweeping detail
from Company "A"s No mings wero found. A squoad from the Third Platoon built a
culvert ono milo north of the Bailoy Bridge on tho road to IECAVE,

Tho First Platoon, less the sccond sgund, tho Soccond and Third Platoons
of Company "C" bogan gravolling supply road for the 1lst Battalion, 143rd Infantry
and 133rd Field Artillory nt 0745 hours. This road strotched from a point throo
nilos southonst of VENAFRO ot the intersocction of supply road and Highway No,

85 to tho battalion supply dump. Tho Secon? Squad of tho First Platoon, with
nine dotectors and a bBulldozer, swopt tho rdads in tho town of CATALLI for
anti-tonk nminos anl also cloarod dobris, This work wns bogim at™ 0745 hours
ant vomploted at 2130 hours, In tho moanting, all truckdrivers hauled gravel
to an ovorpass throo miles soufh of MIGNANO whore tho first squad of the
Socond Platoon assisted by a bulldozer sprond if,

25 NOVEIBER 1943:

Tho ontire of Company "A" bogan naking a £ill at culvort throe and
ono-half miles southoast of MIGNANO ot 0500 howsys To comploto this nission it
vins necassary to haul logs for cribbage and rock in addition to onrth was used
for the fill.

Company "B" was engagod—tho ontire day improving and riaintaining rond
from LECAVE nurf;h 'bo HJ.ghWay No, B,

All three platoons of Conmpany "C" loft tho bivouno ot 1630 hours to
naintain tho road. joining LECAVE with Highway Noe 6 and to assist two battalions
of armored artillory in movement over this ronde. Inasmuch as orders wore chonged
for the movonont of this unit, the platoons roturnod ¥4 bivoune nt 2400 hourse
The sootion of road which tho First platoon maintnined was subjocted to onony
artillory and throo .éhells ware dropped durmg tho coursa of tho work bub without
Annagoe
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26 NOVEVBER 1943: '

Af 0800 hours a squad from Company “A" ‘bogan rapalring guard rail on
bridge ono-half mile ‘Wost of PRESENZANO and: cnmp]_etaﬁ the work at 1500 hours,
The romaindor of the company hauled railroad eross ties and gravel tothe side
of o eulvert ‘nc.’tng built throe ond ona-hrz,li‘ miles seuthcuat of MIGNANO

From 0800 ‘i:o 2200 hours the throo oporating plutoons of Company "BY
worked on a by«puss ono and ono-half niles north of LECAVE,  After 2200 hours a
detail from Company. Headquurtars romained bohind to gu:me ccmrays ovor the by
pass which was _openod for r:—-ton trwk traffics e ‘

Ccmpnny "G" wns ncb assigned o pnrticulqr mssion auring ‘the day ond
the timo was onploycd to gool ndvantage in ¢lonning mnd ‘caring for équipront
which had suffored groatly the pnst sovernl d'\ys on . uccounb of hao.vy rains.

}h *bho aarly nf‘barnoon on udvnnced watcr point lmated nbout fivo milea
northoast of “MIGNANO was sholled by tho ononmy and n canvas wator tank badly
drmngod by shrapnol. Nono of the operating: pr*rsonnol ot thit location wore
injurod. Inasmuch n§ it wos reasonnble to bolieve the nnomy had cbservntion in

this vicinity, tho mstalhtion was novord,

27 NOWVEMBER 1943 L3

.

The Flrst Plntoon of Company "AY vorl-ed i‘rcm 0730 tc 1630 howrs nnin-
taining ‘road from o culvert +throe and one -hn.lf milos ‘southoast of MIGNANO to tho
junction of that rond nm! Highwoy No. 6., MYommwhile; during the day a dotail
togother with n bulldozor improved n 'mall ronrl londing inko the 1st Battalion
143rd Infantry Regmont ‘ono nilo southeast of PRESENZANO and performed doriolition
work for o pratootiw ahcltcr boing constructcn for: tho Mlst Ini‘antry cormond
post, _ o R

Company "B“ ranuimd .in bivoune durmg tho day and tha porsonnel were
afforded mn oppurtunity to care for aquipmcm'b. S

Conpany "C" cmployad its three worlfing pln‘toons fron 0530 $o 2030
hours on the improvenont of a by-piss two milos northeast of LECAVE, The
First Platoon cut. and 1nid corduroy natorial while tho Sccond Platoon hauled
rock and gravel 8 ‘tho. §ito, which wns spfoad by th Thirﬁ Plntoon ns it wns
unlondeds Lato in the ui‘tnrnoon the onemy laid down an’ ".rt:r.llory barraga in
iho vicinit'y 'buh '~+ o suf‘c Aistanco for tho: wcrk:xng par‘by. S
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28 NOVEMBER 1943: i

4 donolition squad from Company "A" comploted demolition of o pro-
tectivo sholtor boing construwcted by tho 141st Infantry for its commnnl post
which had boon startod tho provious day. Throo leads of gravel wore haulad’
by the Secord Platoon to improve turn-around for the 2pd Battnlion, 141lst Infantry
two milos narth & MIGNANO, and alsc a bomb orator wns f£illod in the vicinity
of the turn-around, The rost of Company "A" haulod fourtoon loads of gravel
for tho improvencnt of culvert threoo ond ono~half niles southcast of MIGNANO
and tho rood fa a distance of fowr hundrod ynrds on both sidos of tho culvart.

A dotaill from Company "B" was sont to tighton two Balley Bridgos, omo
chout throe quartors of a milo southwest of MIGNANO anl tho othar in tho
vicinity of CONCA, whioh had boon constructod oarlier. IMeanwhilo, twelve dump
trucks ossistod Companios "A" and "C" on work boing porformed by thom.

All throe platoons of Company "C" wore given tho mission of naintaining
and improving the road from intorsoction at Highway No. 6 to CQCA. Tho platoons
romainod on this work until 1700 hours, having bogun at 0830 hours. During the
timo thosc plafoons WoFo on this job, onomy artillIory airbursts were noticed
in tho vicinity but nono woro noar onough to cnuso danngo.

29 NOWEIBER 1943:

Tho first squad of the Third Platoon of Company "A" worked from 0800
hours to 1730 hours building a crib on the newrth sido of a £i11 neross railrond
track throo miles southoast of MIGNANO, while tho othor twa squads of tho
platoon haulod gravel amdl stone for road ropairs betwoon culvort to LECAVE,
Tho Socond Platoon tightonod Bailoy Bridgos noar CAMCA and ono milo south of
MIGNANO, and ropairod road botwoon LECAVE and cul¥ert throe and ono-half milos
south of MIGNAND, The Third Platoon spont tho ddy hauling gravel for tho ™
naintonance of road in the viecinity of culvort throe and ono-half miles south
of MIGNANO,

' Company "B" loss its Hoadquarters Platoon, proparod to move ond join tho
142nd” Infontry Corbat Toanm to support thom in fufuro oporations. 4t 1630 hours
the thrco oporating platoons moved to a tomporary bivouac ono and ono-half
nilos south of MIGNANO nrd arrived at 2045 hours.

Tho Socomd Platoon of Company "C" maintainod rond two miles southodst
of ITGNANO, Tho work was bogun at 0830 hours am on leaving the sito at 2100
howrs the platoon fan into an onemy artillsry barragé. Upon oxamimation lator,
the tira of oo truck was struck by a picca of shrapnel but no porseonnol injurod,
Tho socond squad of tho First Platoon of Company # loft bivouac with four mino
dotcctors and ‘roportod to tho 3rd Rangor Battnlion. Thoy wore givon tho mission
of swooping”supply rond to forward supply dumps on a road wost from VENAFRO to
a nile south of CIPPAGUA, Tho First and Third Platoons romaimd in bivouac
during tho day, o '
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30 NOVEIBER 1945:

Tho Second o.nd Third Platoons hnuled grnvol and. nnintninod road from n
£111 throo miles sonthoast of MIGNANO to LECAVE, Tho :First Platoon improvod
roads in tho oompany aroa which had bocome in bad condition due to heavy rains.

- Thc"'.!:lirooflatuons of Coapany "B". having movoduP with tho 142nd
Infantry tho provinus do.y, dug in and prapa‘ ud thumso.wos whilo o.wu.iting ordors
for oporntionses - S

.o Tho Pdrst Plutoon, loss tho socond squad, from Ccmpc\ny nc" repairod
ontroncos to 36th Roconnnissanco Troop bivounc from 0‘745 +0-1300 hours, whila

tho Third Platoon worked from 2000 howrs to 2315 hours: ropnlring roand imodiately
south of LTGNANO, which consistod of hauling ond sproeding ten loads of gravole
Tho scoond squad from thoe First Platoon, which had boen: ottachod tho provious
nftornoon to support “the 3rd Rangor Buttalion, ranained with that wntil wntil
2000 hours, No onony minos woro found by this squad the provious ovoning ond
it was indicatod tho Tond from CIPPAGUA to S. PIETRO was wndor intonse artillery
firo tho previous night. During attachnont ¥o the 3rd Rnngor Battnlion this
squad partioipntod in .o fivo mile spoed march during which onomy patrols wore
oncowfiforod and ropulsed, Tho Third Plntoon of Conpa.ny "c" remainod in tho

o ompony dur ing j:hu_ doys:

) In uddition 't:u normal ongincor ftmetions of wator ‘supply, map
supply, otc., tho ba¥talion pofformod many snnll tasks, for the divisien, Tt
oan bo casily scon that the major prt of oporations was Aovotad to kooping tho
linas of cemmmicAtion open, This task was o difficult ono duc to tho con-
tinfous roin nnd nocossitated hard work day nnd night on tho part of tho mon.
Many of theso timos: thoy woro mder onenmy firc nnd the Tact that cnsualtios
wors low wis in o groat measurc duo to thoir traiding ond discipline, For the
wholo of this poried tho battalion was officiontly Bupportod by tho 2nd Battalion
of tho 19th Enginoor (C) Roginent. In the bivouac orea on'tho side of a
nountaifi, tho ‘argonization wns feirly woll pro‘coctod fron enony shell firg,
nlthough cGonsionally o fow would whistlo ovor amd tho rush for tho “"ditoh"
would "bogin. Hovovor,: sovoraI oight ifich gums noarby woro. tho chiof causc of
insomnia rathor than the onomy's acticd, The fact that the commant was in o
position to food "B" rations to tho mon during this poricd was of highost ine
portanco frin n norulo gtandpoint, It night bo ndded that the 25th of Novembor
was not only o day approprintely designated for colobrabing Thanksgiving but as
woll nnrked tho end of tho third yonr of Fodoral Servico for this Battaliom,
1r:ndktho cooks porformod with excollonco in Jahu propnrution of tho unexpected

urkoy. ;
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HEADQUARTERS 111TH IFCHERR COM AT BATTALICN
APO #36, U S AWY

9 January 1944
A 314.7
Subjects History of Orgsnization

To s Commanmiing General, 3th Infantry Divisicm, APO #36, U 8 Amy.

1. Herewith "Operations in Italy, Decenber, 1943 =~ 11)th Engineer Combab
Battation" in sextuple.

2« The Dllowirg observations were made during operations covered by the
above-mentlonsd report;

a. retions The same conditions existed that had characterized
the opsratioms ;n Hovember. The heavy rains mede the task of maintaining
rouytes of communicetion an arducus one, At times work on pack trails was not
feasible as these were changed often due to enemy fire., Work in the forward
areas was carrisd cn at night but in spite of this enemy shellfire was
occasionally corc entrated on bridge sites during construction, It was nobed
that in some cases when Eng ineers were called for that the task had not beem
gsoordinated by the unlt ooncerned. There is a mecessity for strict traffic
oontrol. :

be Mines and Booby-traps 4 platoon from the 6617%h Enginser Mine
Clearance Company (Prov.) was attached to the battalion dwing the clearing of
minefields in the vicinlty of 8§, PIETRO. The work performed by this unit was
excellent. No nsw type mines were discovered. Quiite a nwher of the W-type
firing devices were found on anti-psrsonnel mines, The Germans wed various
methods in censtructing booby-traps, usually using the stick grenade with the
delay fuse removed as a detonator, No mixed fields of anti-personnel nmines
wera found. The fields that were located were elther all of the instantaneous
type or of the bounding type. Tt Wwas noted that enemy anti-personnel mines
were of inferior quality to those previously encoumterede.

c. Water supply Water points were kept well forward during opera-
tioms, .

TR S L L

o, Bagineer Supply and quipme* ideer supply was excellemt, I
may be not'sd ¥ha®t The Corps Emgj cocperative in the furnish-
ing of Engineer equipment insofa: e§ ilalle. The D-7 Doger again ¢
proved to be necessary in the inseg lon., It is recommended g@ -~
that a gasoline driven chain sa¥ \be isgue k1 eyf&o lettered company platoon. : \\»J
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It is also recommenied that the number of anti-tank minss maintained by
each lettered company be redwced to two humired.

ORAN C. STOVALL
Major, 111th Engincer Combat Bn,
Commanding
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OFZRATIONS IN ITAL“.’,. i}Ec MR 1945

111TH ZG INEZR DC?'@A‘I’ BI&TTﬁLIOH

Rain and mud w}uch had charactorizad the typea oi‘ em;inpar wor}c raquir ad the
latber half of Novembor was as well to be the keynote to- oparations of the 1llth
Bngineer Combak Battalion during the succosding monthy.. “Tho 111th Engincer Cormbat
Battalion had previom 1y moved to a bivouac ono-half milas southwost of PRESEN-
ZANO in Novembor and; with tho emnptwn of the throo opnrqtmg platoons of
Company B, all the units romnined in that aroa ab tho: bopinning of Docember. The
conbingaent of CompanyB ‘had ‘moved on 29 Novsmber 4o support the 142nd Infantry
and bivouqc %ad one - and ona-half mi los south of “!IGHAHO ;

1 DECEIBER 1943. .._; L

Tho almcst irrapﬂru'blc condition of ro ;du, espocially thOSG sorving as supply
routes ovor which ammmition and othar honvy ?upnlms waro tobe transported, ro-
mained tho constant - problem for anginsor troops » ‘It wms such'n rond that sorved
the 155th Fiold Artillery Pattulion four milos isouthaoast of AL NAND that tho Rirst
Platoon from Comprny A a%"t‘ez-zptnd bo mainknin during tho rhv. ~:A8 was tho caso on
many wﬂl-beatan ronds now, tho simplo procmduro of In ﬂping; tho drainage ditchos
along tho odgos opon and shoveling orth intio the vorst holos .no longor sufficod.
Gravel had 4o boe h'zulnr’i znd sproad in an ﬁttcmpt o S‘hﬂblll:ﬂ the soaningly
bottomloss pits. Tho wori'"'of the Pirst Platoon-in no: my. ron’lar‘ad insignifionnt
the offorts of tho Socond ‘and Third Flstoons of Compnny A which wore confrontoed
with tho samo ri:s.fi‘multms in tho 131s% Piold Artillory Battnlion soctor thrao and
ono~half miles soubhonst of IMIGHANQ. These 'imo plutonns ug ad_ roc}: Ainstond of!
gravel ns o stabilizire naberinl. :

With nn alort for movement or any othdr 'wtivi'ty”ii !J'lllj i‘ollows tha suspcnso
in waiting for tho how of axscution. Aftar . cight ‘hour-nlort the Socond and
Third Platoons of Gomp'\an loft thoir bivoune ‘omo nnd- ona-—hﬂlf milos south of

T NANO nt 1630 howrs +o join the 2rd wnd 3rd E'l’t.t'\l"‘enq rospoctivaly, of tho
122nd Infantry. ©On onch man's ‘shouldars was carriod . twant; pounds of oxplosivoes
1 ong Shapad Chargé =1, commonly known 45 A M"Bechivas'  With this oquipment thoy
"™1lowed tho Ini"'m;ry on tho nttnok of MI. DEFENSA, M. REURTANEA nnd 7. JAGGIORE
232'hills, rondy at -y momont to drop their londs and blast machine gun and ‘mortar
."‘ETI © mambs to ‘Support.tho ‘attacking forco, Although prop«rod and roadily avail-
T *}“rourhcut the day for the full cxocubi X ~thoir: msszon, theso plnt oons
roonot ealled upon ﬁo c.\ponﬁ their lon \.?*\\\Ct,_“,i/\f"\r?b FERENCE
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1 DECE!BIR 1943+ (Cont'd)

To cbtain corduroy polos in the immadisto vieinity of the ronds boing reprired
would in the mnin bo impossib 1z, svon if tho time oloment mado it practienl for
thoir boing cut on thoe sito. For this roasen n supply of polos in the bottalion
supply dump hnd to be maint 2ined and from thet peint this matorial could bo rushoed
to tho projeot ot tho propitious moment ~rd in tho quuntitics roguired, In an
attempt to maintnin » twenty to thirty truetlond lcvel on hand in the dump, at
froquent inborvnls it wms nocessary to sond eut o doteil or in sore instnncos nn
gntire company to ropleonish the supplys This nnterial was ordinmrily cut ~long
tho VOLTURNO RIVER nnd during the afternccn this task £:11 to the throee operating
platoons of Company €, who nctted n fifteon truclklend roturn,

2 DECEMBER 1943:

While two bulldozers stcod nvailablo on thoroads in the 131st nd 155th
~iold Artillery Bottnlions areas te pull trwks through the snny bad spots the
First Plotoon of Comprny .o was hauling stons amd gravel which ware sprond nlong
the roads in tha Battery "O", 131s% Fiold Artillery Battalicn ~ren throo ond ono-
h2lf nilns south of MIGH O, A tobal of $hirty-five londs <wrors hauled into this
Ioention 25 w1l as fowtoon haulad later dur inp‘ the d"l}’ to the 185%h Picld
artillory Patialion arua.

arvupd 0800 hours tho First Plateoon of Conpainy B wes elorted for onorqt:wns
with the lst Battalion, 142nd Infantry in their nttoek apoinst M. JWGGIORE, Tho
platocn proparod to carry the sane domolition cquipmont and supplies as tho
Socund nnd Third Platoons had tnakan the previous day inasmuch ns the nission of
tho First Flatocn wns the snma ns tthat of tho othor two plotoons. Twanty pounds
of oxplesives and ong "Beohive" made up the load lor aach nnn.

For Conpany €, it was another day fvr cubting cordurcy poles, Tho threo
operating plntoors lcft biveuae in tho norning and after cutting thirty-fivo
trucklonds of snplings, which at the s-am: tinc wore boing haulsd to the supply
dump, thoy roturnod about 1600 howrs., This, hwvever, wns nst 4o be n days work
for tho sceomd squad of the Saceond Platoin ~hich wes on the riad ngnin a 1700
hours $¢ repnir bad spots in the supply road ~no humirad y.rds south of IIGN.AO,
After hauling six loads of gravel wd sproading it al-mg this sotetion of the
road, which wns then 2030 hows, the squad roturned > the conpany.

3 DECEBER 1043:

Tw eonstruct a culvert noar NDivisi n Headquartors wns fir the First Platoon
T Cmpany 4 a simplo tnsk compared to any cther road mainbonmnge usunlly
nwenssitated by tho incessant rrin. S fbor its completion eame the removal of four
Gorman Tellormines in an nren four nmilss s.uth of PRESENZ.O which tho 155th Field
wrtillery Battalion planncd t2 usc for a $wm-wny rond. Thres of thoso mings wero
b by*trnppﬁd with trip wiros.
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3 DECEMBER 1943: (Cont'ci)

In order that the present supply of uordumy pales migh’c be further augmented,
the Seoont and Third Platoons of Company A omployed themselves during the day cub-
ting and hauling poles from an area one~half mile southwsst oi‘ VARRANO. Nevarthe-
less, field pieces must have awmunition %o be of use ar it wns a three man detail
and the bulldozer from Company A tint helped the Blst led Ar‘azllary got its
ammunit ion thrwgh the mud up to tha gun posﬂ:mns.

The Third Flatoon and $we squads from the Second Pl-«:‘boon of Company B returned
to the Company assembly nren at 1430 hours after boirg relieved from Support of
the 142nd Infanbry. . Diring their operations with the Inf'm\,ry no direct encmy
opposition was oxparienced, Only six gun emplneements. wore blown after these mon
hnd carried such a large amount of oxplosivos inasmuch as nbandorad Gorman posiions
werg utilizod to aveid rovoaling their positions to tho onemy,

Tith the excoption of ¥he third squad of the Thn“ﬁl Plakoon which qssmtad
Bnttery €, 155th Picld Artillery move its gims into now’ poqltions fiva hundrod
south of MIGNANO, Company ¢ romained in bivowic during tho day,

4 DECEUBER 1945-1

Back to tha “wood pile" 50 % 0 spaak was ’G}m ass 3,gvm*nt i‘or ths Beeond and
Third Platoons - of Company A, Five truck londs of corduroy poles wore cut and haul-
ad from an arga ong=hnlf mile southwest of VAIRANO o the batdalion supply dump.

At the GompqnyB comnamd post informbtion was mccmmd nt 0200 hours thnt the
First Pl+soon had beon relicved of ibs or 1glml mission of supncrﬁmg tho 1st Bnt-
talion, 142nd Infankry in prcparlng omplnoomonts ‘for machine puns ~nd mortars,

This plx%oon h-d instond boon givon the job of mrrylng mtrcanchmg tools forvard
for tho ledimg Inf- ntry Battalion, Additicmnl cnglmor 4roops wore then requestod
by tho Infantry 4o norform the demolition work:which would have beon dono by the
First Platoon, The' Thn-ﬁ qu‘snon and hwo sququ of *thf:; Socond Plutoon warg given o
tho tnsk, :

Brenkfnst was md thrﬂ men % 0500 hou*s,. Each mﬂn nrqurbd to earry dwenty
pounds of explosives or'one "Bochivo." Proccoding. half ‘wny up M DEFENSA along tha
only available trail: lendng to the lst %ttﬂmn, 142nr1 Infantry, thoso mon woro
caught in an cnonmy: ﬂrtlllery and mordar barrage.  In a vaineffort to find pro-
toction Sorg:nnt John i Bottis, squad londer of “the socond squad, Socond Platoon,
wns instantly ¥illod ‘whon an artillary shell oxplcdod nc",r‘uy. A%t tha samo timeo
Sorgeant fillic R Smith wis u‘:riously wounded in the left arm; logs and nbdomon by
ahcll frogments, - Tho First Platoon nnd two snuﬂds from thc Sccond Platoon returnod
40 the Comp~ny nt 2630 hours,

Tho netivities of {}cmpuny C woro confined prinﬂrily tu rmd rCQan’\iqu'nOO
Aurlng tho dny. Pn rtica ‘rogonnoitorod the ro~d from VEN. FRO. %0 45 mear 8 ,PIETRO
5 s possible,  Tho supply road for the 155%h Fiold Artillﬂry Battilion was a
yubgcct of partisulnr: ':’ctrwnta.on in order thet tho ncrm’xl flwv ‘of supphos might not
suffor inkerforroneee : . I o
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4 DECEBER 1943: (Conttd)

It hd rained oxccedingly hard throughout the day. Roads that had previously
boen ~ deep bodwof mud wore now trenferwed into n strowm of slush, Bvon tho mili-
tary ronds in Italy hd poor drnincgo fncilitics. Ditches nlongsido wero usually
small snd inndequatos To furthor ~dd to the difficulty of drainage, troos plontod
botwoon the ditchos ~nd rondbhed on -ithar sido mnde inmpossible the uwso of machinery
for cleaning or improvirg %l drainnge.,  Shovels nnd other hand tools woero the only
answor to such 1 situntion ond -van then tha mnss of telophono lines Inying ~long
tho roads woro in dnngor of b:irp brokowm <nd thorofore result in disrupiing com-
munictioms . Thet - 5 the condition of the rond fron Division Hoadquartors to
Highwy =#6, Evory nvail-ble svn in the battnlion tock up ~ shov~l late in thc cven-
ing in nn attompt fo rcemedy the problem.

5 DECE'PER 1943:

It could not be soid the rond from VSHAFRO to S.PINTRO croantod groater diffi-
saltios to comnmunicoticns than ~ny other sceondrry through meountainous terrnin in
Italy but its igport-nec ns nn axis of comwunientions for advancod olomonts in that
soctor mde its comstnant mrintennnee ns for forvierd o5 possibla mndatory. The
~neny still cocupicd S,PIETRU, ~nd fronm its v-nt~ge peints this route ceould be, nnd
ropontcdly was, ~ tnrget for artillery. along this ro~d scme fwo miles soublwest
of VEWAFRO tho First Platoon of Conpiny A, together with 2 squad from the Sccond
Plntoon nttomptod to ropair its bombpitted conditicms In two imstances pipe culverts
wore placed in tho erntors before filling in with rock = orth thoroby enhnneing
drnin~go and ~% the srre time rondering it passabli. The romdining sqund of tho
Szcomd Platcen constructsd n twn-around in this lee~ 1ity inisnuch as turning o
vchicle around on the existont rond was highly in-r-ctice-1, if not impossible, The
gntirc course of thoir work wns n mttor of ondurine wony nrtillory fire but it was
not until 2200 hours, ~fter werk hnd beon susponded until the next doy, that shells
foll nonr cnouzh to enusz d-mrge, To praclude the necessity of trovelling sovernl
miles the next d-y, those plntoons hnd proporad to spend the night, 8ix shells fell
in thoir proxinity, soericusly woundirng Priv-~t2 Clv.rles Goorgo nnd Private Milray King,
both of whon woro imedistely oviounted, I% ms thon deomod necessary to remove tho
reinder of the 2en to their ariginal bivoume ne-r NIESBIZANO,

Without rospitc the rrim conmtinued daily, ‘hintonance of supply trails nlorg
the nment~in sides prosontod conmplexitios eoqual, if not surnounting, thoso of ordinnry
reutes, The First Platocn of Conpeny P begun work at 0230 hours on the trnil ~long
tho foothills from %% DBFENS. to 106 LGGIORE, This trnil had boen in uso for sce
i -nd had now beoeore vulnernble to cnony artilleory firo, mking the soloction of
% onew trail dosirable. To neconplish this tagk ths Scesnd nnd Third Platcon of
Conprny B bagan nt 1730 hours, The ar:a was subjcoted to nneny artillaory fire,
threoghwhich the plhteons continued their work. Dering n barrage nt 2300 hours 1s#
Lt Hles E, Hill wms bruiscd on tha log -nd Toechnieinn “rado § Bugane Keogan bruiscd
i1 tha back wnd swinined light wounds in the hends c-uscd bv shr1lls cxploding ncarby,
Sargeant John V. Marquart was also slightly wounded,
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5 DECEMBER 1943' (Cont'd)

Al'hhough Company € had not had pmvlous tramlxg in c'onstructlon of the Bailey
Bridge, their assignment for the day called for the construction of two, The three
operating platoons lef% bivouae at 0900 hours for +the construction site some three
miles socuthwest of VEWAFRO on the road to S.PIZTRO, Arrungsments md been pre-
viously made for the delivery of the bridros. to the sites by a corps unit, The
First Platoon’was assigved the construction of one brldge and some six hundred yard:
distance from the first bridgo, the second bridge was tobe built by the Third Pla-
toon, The Second Platoon precedod those platoons to sweap: the area for mines as =
wall ns %o directtrucks with materials to tho-nr ope!r ‘1oc at‘lons and furnish security
for both projects,: ‘The work of tho First Platoon pregrassed wall ‘and 2400 hours
only the approaches remalmﬁ to bo completod,  The success. of the Third Platoon had
boon the .opposite,’ From the beginm.ng tho enemy had boon’ accurnts onnoug;h to placse
shells botwoon tha abutmonts and therofore consi:rut‘tlen had . beon slow, During a
barrage Private Amdy J. Bockuscz wns shghtly woundod - in: ?'ha leoft shouldor by sholl
fragmeonts, Aftcr da‘kncss, the Third Flatoon rost:mcd %5 work but at 2380 hours
was forcaed to ‘W‘lthdraw agnzn ar tho bridgn wns mnot’ complotod. ‘Privato Wal“l'.ar J.
Wosik wns slightly wmndod durmg the Inst ‘bwrmgc by Sholl fragmen*hs.

—

6 DEGE’#BER 19433 .'

Tho 'burn-around on the VENAFRO-S .PIF‘T‘IO road whlch thu First Plntoon of‘ Company
A started the provious day was ninoty p“rconﬁ complf"*soﬁ 2% tha ond of theday, The
work wns resumd,  The arcs was shelled b anomy urtlhery during the courso of
this work and in sovaral instmeos nt closo range . A1l tho! pDSSlb]ﬂ measures for
protection wore, tukun by tho platoon durmg 'ﬁhla act:x.on 'md it esecaped injury or
damag 0.

Private Ch{ll‘lﬂo Goorgo Comp'm'r A, who wms gcmouuly wounded tho day bcf‘oro
expired in a fiold ‘hospit-l at 0350, Althouzh weoundod in soveral places, hoad
injurios sus*ained no r‘du‘bt ccntrzbutod grmtly to his: fnilLlrc to racover,

To ropnir- axdundmi-y trail, which might bo 02lloq an Itnlian. ‘country road
well beaton by supply trains ‘and nmbulincos from CADP\.LI riorth te tho foothills of
Mt DEFENSA, wns tho task of the day for the First Platoon of. Company Bs “An unstablo
onrth formition sonkod by ho"vy r«in could bﬂa'ﬁ‘ ‘bo, and xms, ‘maintained by tho uso o™
of cordurcy pola., %o provcnt vehicles from sn.nkmg dacp into; soommly hotﬁomlous
pools of muck, It was not a job to be neccomploshed ina- rhy.

- The day offorcd ‘an. opportlmty for the porsonml of Company € to cloan 'Z:ho:.r
oipnert, It oawns oomattor of clothes *mshmg, clo'm:ug ordmnca and tnki‘ag edvan=
+:re of tho phz'*.t;r_xbffﬂiuhm-rer cors truotad noqrby.____. :

KR MR




7 DECEZBER 1943; ..

Tho bulldozor had now bocorp nn imploment just as vitally important in moving
vchicles from rain-sockod arons as it was in moving large quantities of earth in
rond comstruction. By tho uso of this mnchinery it was possiblo for the Soucond
Platoon of Company A to move trucks of the 131st Fiold isrtillery from its bivouac,
Yoanwhilo the Third Platoon of Company A ongagod itself in cutting nnd hauline
corduroy ptlos from a locntion ono~half milo southoast off VAIRANO to the battnlion
supply dump, ' :

Work on the supply road from CASPOLI to tho north which was tsken up by tho
Sccond Flatoon of Company B h+l progrossed sntis fnctorly, The First Platoon hed
bogun tho work the provious doy rnd it wns not until 1430 hours that tho Socond
Platoon was forcod b onomy artillary firo to withdraw fron this corduroying jobe
Duspito hoavy fire no casualiiios wero suffered, S

Jhile Comprny € remained in biveuac during tho day it was only the bulldozoer
coparantor from tho compony that was given 1 mission durirg the doy, Assistnancd wos
given the 1856th Fiold Artillery in movimpg its gurs into now firirng positions by tha
usc of n bulldogar,

8 DECEVBER 1943:

A squad from the Third Platoon of Comprny 4 loft bivounc at 0800 hours for the
purposc of soarching tho rond from VENAFRO :s rnr ns possiblo toward S.PIEIRO for
nmines., Upon arriving nt VEHAFKO onony mortar firo detainod tho squid until 1000
Toers, Tinnlly-frameedine, the minc sweoeping was booum about four milos from
VENAFRO anf progrossod ono and one-half miles until tho squad was foreed back by
smal)l ~rms fire, Torrain encountered in recont operations mado tho uso of the Bailoy
Bridgo dosirablo whore smnller bridges could not be rapidly constructod, Vory little
provious training in tho cors truction of this bridgc hnd boon given and +tho First
and Socond Platoons of Company A tock full advantage to build practieco bridges from
oquipment in tho battolion supply dump, "

The supply rond from CiSPOLI %o the Mt DEFENS.. foothills was still not fully
repaired althought tho First nnd Socond Pl toons of Company B had each spent a day
Inying cordoroy poles, The Third Platcon of Company B took up whero the Sccond
Platoon had stopped tho proviows dny and brought the task to completion,

The cntire of Commny € had remained in bivowne until 1300 hours, 4t that timo
the First squad from tlp First Platcon moved oub te minkain o bv-p1ss two and ono-
-21fnilos southwest of VEN.FRO on th- S.PIETRO rcd, v

” 1?urirg the pmst scvornl days little change oceurred in the goopraphieal station
‘f. -,Lumts r-:f‘ the Division and <mbor points inst~lled earlier hed boon moved, 4s o
;"‘*‘ x point for di.?trihution the portable purificntion unit ono nile southwost of
nu G wns movad during tho dav by oparating porsonnel from Hondguartors and Scrvieo
“wp ny and ostablishod om and onowhalf milo smth of C.SPCLI,

- T -
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9 DECEIBER 1943-

Tho Flrst nnd Socond Plntoons of Conp’xny 4 wero qf‘*"ordod another day of traine
ing on tho corstruction ¢ f ths Bailey Bridge which was ugxin earried on a¥ tho
battalion supply dump. _

The Third Platoon of Company A had reminod in ‘thc v;.c:.nity of VENAFRO durirg
tho previcis nlght.- It stood by awaiting onll for engim or work roquired on tho
read to S,PIBTRO, lethough this platoon was ‘not eallod uypon, ovory attempt mado nt
lonving VENLFRO by truck along the S ,PIETRO rond roadily drow enemy artillery fira,
Dospite the inietivity ef this pltoon, linison wes mnintnined throughout tho day
with tho 143nd Inf- ntry.

The First Platoon of Compnny B qcconp'mi 1 the 1st B'ﬁ:talion 142nd Infantry
which mcved out ot 0830 hours., This platcon's nission . a'nhrncod estnblishing an
oxplosive dunp ns: *mll 48 rendorimp assistancoe in tho wo of ‘0xplesivos nacossary
t¢ promro mnchine gun and mort-r c2rmplncements for the Inf‘antry. After earrying two
thousand pounds of .oxplosives ovor rugged terrnin, it vms not wed as it was fonred
its dotonation night reveonl thoir positions ‘o the onomy, Upon the relicf of this
plntoon oxch mn: hnd ‘o shcuildeor the sarp load of oxplcsives ’he had enrried up tho
hill and carry it back down $he same tril, 7

In addition to tho first sqund cf tho First Plfﬂ;om of‘ Cunpany C returning to
ccnt inve mintumncc ‘on'a by-pass two snd ong=half milos southwost of VEN.FRO,
which had boon their $ask the proviows day, tho socond Squx d nlso acconpaniod it
whan loavirg nt 0785 hours, aftor workmu unt;.l 1700 hours this by-pass was con-
sidered in n stato of.repair at least for tho +timgs boing, -

It was 1000 hours befere tha Third Plotccn of Conp"ny’ C‘was nt the bridgo sito
twree niles scuthwcst of VENLFRO and tho nceossary cquipment “for construction of n
Railey Bridgo was on hnnd. The pintoon begqn.__c':ons"cr&ctibn whilo a sgund from tho
Socom! Pletoon: furnished ‘s ccurity,, Hnving spent tho groator part of tho day in
hivoune, it wns 1900 hours whon tho first squad of the Socond Plrtoon from Company C

ws given its nission, Tho $1sk wws to ropair a road’ ‘h’o hundrod ynrds north of
VIEHANG and the Wtirk pmgros sod into the mght.

10 DECEMBER 1943- '

Tho First Pl'\“beon of Conp ny A relisvad the Third Plntoon at ViN.FRO, Tho
nission for the platoon nt thnt locntien remained tho snwmoialthough no enginoar work
wns rroquired on‘th: ro-d to S.PIZTRO, After rcturmn; +t0 4ho hattalicn bivoure, tho
Third Platicn joincd tho Scconr‘ Flatown in prﬁctlcc ccns tructlcn of a Bailoy Brldf-c
in the botfalion dunps

Persiztont rains romeined thopreblon in th maint r*n:tnco of roads and supply
trnils, The trail leadirg arcun? She nerthorn: tip of Mt DEFENS. to Mt MCGGIORE had
vuom the path for o battalion of Tnf-otiry o whon thoy earrisd supplies to fho 2md -
Ba¥tnlsen, 142nd Iifaptry, The days wark of the Socond Pl'xtonn of Company B onnbled
this ook nath to thon bo nsed na ~ trail1 Hr poel -m]r's,

- 8w
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10 DECEBER 1943: (Conk'd)

The accunulntod stock of cordursy ptles in the battalion dump wns to boecomo of
usg. Through the wso of theso puyles, the Third Platcon of Company B improvod a road
londing from MIGNLHO to0 a modic~1 eccllocting staticen in that vieinity,

Tho work of the first squad of tlz Sccond Flatoon from Compmy € had bocn pro-
grossing along tho road just two humdrod yords north of MIGNANO until 0100 hours.,
Then tho oneony laid duawvn a barrage of artillery ~nd mertar fire and the squad was
forcod to suspend its werk, roeturniyg ¢ thy compmny, Tho Third Platoon had accomp-
lished its mission, Tho Balloy #ridge three miles southwest of VENAFRO on th: rond <.
to S ,PIETRO hnd boon comploted ~mnd opencd for traffie at 0930 hours, sanothor bridge
«ns ¥t roquired ot CEFP.GHA, but this was an assiznmont for the Sacond Plntoon,

Tts work bognn nt 1600 heurs and withoubt incidont was complated at 0100 hours tho

noxt morning,
11 DECEIBER 1943:

Tc add to tho stock of pbies fir wso in cordureying roads, tho First and Sccond
Tlatoon of Company 4 ‘bogan cutting this moterinl fron nn nrea omp-half mile southe
west of VAIRARO and mulim it to thoe batt-1icn supply dunp. The Third Platoon
raliovad tha First Platccn at VEHAFRO nand at 0903 hours twolve cmony planes ocmmo
ovar this aron nnd droppod so¥ernl bombs in the vicinity of throo Bailsy Bridges on
the rend to S.,PITRO. None of th: bridges was hit, however, it was ostimntod by
personvol prosomt % the tims that anbti-aircraft fire stricl throo of tho planos,
afger this rnid two squads from tho Third Pl con filled 2 8mnll bomb erator onc nilc
west of VEN.FRO and improved the road drainage from VENAFRO to the Tirst Bailoy
Bridge, The romining sqund rronm the Third Piatoon swept the right side of tho roand
in the wvicinity of tho 143rd Infantry conmnd pest for nines, Nono wns found, Tho
read from tho 143rd Infanbty comnand post to a Bailey Bridgo ome nnd ono-half miles
frem 8,PIETRO wns roounnoiterod during the day and 2ll bridges were found %o bo in
gocd condition nnd caprble of withst nding tanl: traffic,

Upon obhainimp imformaticen that the bidy of Sorgennt John o Bottis, killod on™
4 Docember, hol not beon removed, the socond squad of the Socomd Platoon of Company
B, of which he wns londor, went to the vicinity of KIGNiNC o soarch for tho body,
The bedy was found and earricd to n Graves Rogistration Officer for burial,

Thz three operating platucms of Company B wore rolisvd fromt heir assignmont
“ith tho l42pd Infaniry and at 1130 hours bagan to move back %o the battalion bdivowne
mer FRESENZANC, :

BEach of the threoe pletoens of Cempany € sont cut working partios at 0800 hours

' cover oxcossivo matorinls at varisus bridgo sites and hult hem back %o tho dump,
_ :"-I:'_dim bembors attncked gun and tanlk positions and bivoune arzas in the vicinity
=-'f‘1f3_go_sit as nonr VEN.FRO at 1000 hours and during this raid Privato First Class

" i sIc:Domld was slight ly wupdod in the loft log by o buk fragmont, This wes
“irat dincident whora Comr~ny; C had boon dircetly affoctod by aorial bombing.

£



"5 DECW"’BER 194‘)'

It was antlcipated tha‘b ’ unit from the 753rd Trn’— Bathlion should oco
position on the:side of a hill ono and sm-hali nilos! ﬂas+ of -8 ,PIETRO but be ore..
hand a certain: mount; of work in the arsa was recessary .& squad from Company A
began the work-after. darkness, Enemy small arms and. arﬁ:.llsry fire in this area
made ther work: most dli‘flcult :not fo manflon the rain shichoms falling. o

The Second Platoon of Gamp my A with an and:tmml sqund from the First. Platonnl
worked on the road botweon VENAFRO ami S DIET 10 ﬁur:mg ’t:h@ ﬁay. . This work 1ncluded
immr ovmg the drumage ant hauling pravel for ths u":pruaches 40 .three Eniley Bridges
on the route, Furthoer work wms r.quired in Cu.PfA[‘NA whorg. tha streets vers widened,
or rather the dzbris was removed to give a mder roubo through the existing narrow
route in that" villago. “For_ this type work .a bun ‘11dozer ‘woll answored tho. problem,
savinggroatly. the .mmnpover that would hava ‘boan nGcessary. hnd ‘the work bacn per=
formed by hand, A froposed mule park throo quarters of a mla northcaa‘b of chocked
for minos. dar:i.ng ‘tho dny bubt neme was ibund,,_-. _ _

An opportunity s givon Company B i‘m 11“, personnel._to_ cle'ln equipmant zmd
orgnm zation: proper’cy. S "

Company C.employod. the So ccmd nd Thlrd--}‘lnt nom b cut'tmg nnd hn.ulug curdu:rcy
poles,  This mterial was procurod in the V},Dlnl'ty of VAIRANO During the dny twont y
_ 1oads warc hcmled 1:0 thc baHnlon supply dump, : .

13 DECE‘:IBER 194u'

It qu again 'I;he I‘irs+ Plutnon of Co;mn*w 1\ th*ﬂ: should stnhd by ak VENﬁFRO to
porform Any engimer mission roquired in that vic:.nz.’cy., Thoro. was rolativoly moro
"Lul"ity for engincers in this soector than thoro had boan froviously with %he plo=-
%oon haulirg gravol: for: tho worst spots wlorg +tho rond betwoan VENAFRO and S S JPIETRO.
"he throo BallayBrldgou- on this resd nlso revuamd tlghtenmg and .d ot uls ‘from the

¢Tntoon per formod this - worlz, All in the meantime n squod.wns: seﬁrching an area six
riles cast of. VENAFRO mr ‘minos prior to tho’ 3rd _ﬁttalion"commnd post of tho 1431*&
Infamkry was 6 bo nstahlashﬂd,_ "S$Y mim yns . yncovored,

. Ths Third leﬁoon of Compnny ﬁ. moved -in thc ‘viecinity of CTPF %CNA i:o bulld n
culvert throo hundroed yrrds north of tho v:Lll £2 2 Thin ""DI‘}’:E‘;;’"S ‘complotod during
the dny amd. wrl:h '&hc us o of two ‘bulldozors ‘a rill was. nnde over the culvort,

Compiny B wns affordod. anotier dny of rost but in Wition cama cdoaning, -
inventoryirg and sn 1vftg1ng of clothmg nnd oqulpmmzt as mlla -"':'Ordzmnco w8 1nspcc“scd
durig tho "i‘tornoon. At : :

With dm rcas:_n(; use" uf thn roﬂﬁs in ths VEHA RO v1c1n1ty cmo tho dli‘flculty of
mainioannse,  To nvoid. sen’!lng work g ;ﬂrtms o ‘this’ aron d1ily, the throo oporat-
ing #'-%vons: of Company €. moved 4o the sites In ﬂrirhtion to these platoons; the
Kitehn ~nd n dobachront. from tha com{“ny mo*?'or ‘scetion went nlong, 4 bivowro 'ms
estoblinied R b lm')" hcurs in::.n Arcn ong-qu mtor m.lo 1mst o.f.‘ V“NAF’RO.




. -~

14 DECEMBER 1943:

The morning presomted an opportunity for Comprny 1 to 2lonn and care for its
squipmont « The %three opera*ting platoons left bivounc after dimmer %o cut corduroy
polas at an area approxima tely ona-half mile soutiwest df VAIRANO. Eight truck-
loads werae cut during the afternoon snd hauled to the battalion supply dump. In
addition o the work dons by these three platoens, the bulldozer wns wed to assish
the 35%th Qu"rtermaster Compuny improve 1ts aren four' and One«-imlf miles south of
MIG..NO .,

For the First Plutocn of Conpany B 1t wis onother dqy of training on the cone-
structicn of the Bailey Bridgs, which wis conducted at the battalion supply dump,
In acdition 4o this platoon, thy nen-comnmissioned officors from the two remnining
platoors attended the training whilo the men of theso latter two plntoﬂns gomplated.
clenning ard maintonunce of pmucml md organizotionnl propertya.

It was mot a d-~y of rre-t otivity for Company C, The First Plateon wrs
smployed the entire day on com truction of n road by—-gnss two hupdred yards northe
west of CEFPABN., 1In lack of a 5poeific assignmont, it micht be oconcluded the ro-
moinder of the compnny tock thinsseasy or occustomed themselves to their new sur-
roundings of mud,

15 DECEVSER 1943: -

In anticipation of the worst, Company i wns given notice in the morning thnt
Company C might possibly mped nssis tance in the maintonnnee of the road botween
VENLZFRO amd S,PIETRO. Wore it necess-ry, Company .. would movo to that vieinity,
Tho day spont itself without the assignment miterializiy, nnd the genernl omploy-
mont throughout was wishing clothaos or attonding to obther miscellnnsous items,
hatever nctivities might have been in progross wers intorrupted momerntarily vhen
cenomy planes suddenly apponraed cwer-head and bullets from tho planes! machine guns
bagan Yo strike in tho ared, The air raid did not result in nny cnsunltios but the
kitchen {1y wis porforated by a fou siray shots,

Although no gront number of onomy minofiolds or booby—trﬁps hnd boon oncounte
tered so far, it was 84illwall to t "ko the proeaution to look for thom. Tho 142nd
Inf"\ntry was propring to mako an attnck on Jh. LUEGO and the first squad of tho

First Platoon from Company B joirwd the Inf'ankry should it bo nocossary to romova
(r nrp mine fiolds on the npproachas, Prior to tha nthnck a m_ma fiold wns reomovod
b this squad from on nréa nbout a mile northwast of IMIGH.NO,
Irainirg on tho corﬁtructlon of the Bailey Bridge seomed to alunys bo a
wersh-hila "qs:.gm'nnh vhon rctunl opirations did nob require the commitrent of o
'*::11' Tl{ﬁ ﬁ‘ ird Pin tuon of Company B wns thus ongagod durlng the day nt tho battnl-
nosw ¥y dunn, N

-1 -



A e e mm wans vane

15 DECE:BER 1943: (Conttd)

An unovontful day for Company C, 4Aside from ndotnil 6f six men which workoed
throughout tho rhy assisting an anki-airerafs unit. cleﬁi’* a ficld of fire ot o
battory lecatod ono mile west of VINAFRC, tho company renained in the vicmity of
its bivounc,  Privsto Robort . Nughes wns .alight 3_1; :mjurnd while working with this
dot'\il vhen struck by 1 f’xlhrg troo,

16 DECEIBER 1943-

Cc:mpany A hﬂd 'boon nlorded the proVIOU" day to ns :.,t COmpﬁny ¢ should tho
ronds in the VENAFRO aren bacom tco gront o pz'nblom for. tho Inttor, Linison wos
meintninod bctwacn ‘the 1:1 0 oo TIpani oo ’chrcug}mut tho day -xl’chough tho formor was not

roquirod to movo, _-

Tho task of tho Pirst squad of thae F‘ll‘c'f‘ Plﬁtcon Irom COmp'myB, whmh hnd
joinod tho 142rd Infantry the erovives day, w15 ot o bo fruitloss, Tho six nine
doteetors carried Alorg wms not dead woight, Dur:mg tho prog;rass of tho attnck on
Mt LUNG O twczﬂ:y-fcur gt tinos and twelvo booby—tmp@ woro found, Tho chargoes usod
on boobystraps woro of wide voristion, ranging “ron-hand gronados to Tollormines,

Tho oporations of +tho Socond Flntoon, Compnny B, would bo eommonly bo tornod

a "dry run." It was this platoon whose $urn it would 'bo to prqc'hmc on the con-
structmn of tho Bajley Bridgo,

Company C's nctivitios during thoday hﬂd ‘boon rolﬂt 1v91y Iittlo. In the main,
it hns moro o rri:tc:r of stnnding by to ropair the roads around VENAFSO should their
condition rorﬁcr thcm lmp'xssnblc. Enony nriillcry "ctlon on tha road o S.,FIZTRO
stlll rmdc work '110zg thﬂt forvard road m;:rﬂci;lct s _

17 DECE“‘BER 19‘15

Company Astzll remainsd on the alert to mov e on ahort notice should 11; be ra=
quired to amssist Company C at VENAFRO. The. day passed ‘without that requirement
materializing and in the meantime the First Flatoon haulad two loads of gravel to
improve the b1vouac, “In the afternoon the company bullrlozer 1mproved a road for
the 78th Fisld Af‘tlllery which wms looated .near FRESENZ A.NO. B B

It was an exe-swinging task for the three platoons’ of Comfmny B, Poles to be
uszed as oorduroy materinl were cubt and hauled to the dump during the emtire day.
The east side of. Hn.ghway Mo, 85 from LE TAVERNOLE to Ry FRALT‘?’LIE appepaned most
Bount iful and ‘it wns thére that the axes made their daepest dmpression.

Evary advance . wms “into territory which the enomy had héld for a long poriod of
time, whiech permlttad snemy land mines and. booby-—trapu to0 be laid, The Third Pla-
toon of Company C. remmred nincteen mellarmlms o, 2 dur ing the day while swoeping
tho rond botweon VENAFRO and S,PIRTRO, After darkness..and ‘until midnxght the first
squad of the Saecond’ Platoon from Company C assisted an’ ordnance racovery unit in
removing the wrocl uge of truck; s%raovm ulung tha rcud bef‘ora S.PIETRO.




18 DECEMBER 1943:

With exception of a smill defachmont rom+d ning behind, Company & moved by truck
from bivouac oms~half mile woesh nf PHESEIIAND to an arca two miles wost of VEIAFRO,
Upon somnletion of its mission with the 142nd Infantry, the Pirst squad of
tho First Platoon, Company B rotumd to the Company at 1600 hours, All tines and
booby-~traps encounterod by the Infautry in its nttuck on Xt LUNGO had beon romoved,

Tho village of 9 LIETRO had beon under siege for mny days and as might be tho
ordinary outcome, tho roxds immedistely londing to it were in an i1l state of repair,
The First Plantoon of Company C bagnn ropairs % 0300 hours and continued until 2100
hours, A culvart about five hundrcd ynrds to tho soubthwest was repaired and an
armored troadway bridge built throe hundred ywrds no-rer to the village, but by ne
means Should the %-sk of filling nwivrous shall holes along the road bo miniged,

gor the Second and Third Platoons of Company € it was a job of sweoping the
ronds nnd ditches around S.PIETZO in sonrch of onomy mings,

15 DECEMBER 1943:

Tho rear dotachmont of COmpr?.nyA joined tho comprnytwo miles wost of VENAFRO
in the morning, The Third PI: toon er Company & svoph tho road from S.PIETRO wost
to inbtersootion with Highway No. 6 but tho soarch wes without rosulis,

Ome squad from Company A reconnoitered the road from §.PIETRO to its intor-
seotion with Highwny No, 6, This road wis confined to ono-way traffic dug to small
bomb craters, scvoral damrged vohicles and trees which partinlly blocked tho noad.
The reconnaissnnee olong Highway No, 6 to the north ws suspandod, whon ecnomy planos
strofsd the road, The truck in which the ~roup s riding wns slightly damagoed
but tho porsonnol escaped injury. Anothor roconnaissanco was conductad from
CEFFiGNA to within ono~half mile of S.PINIRO npd sovoral placos along this routo
wore notad to r equirg roveblments for which n load of rallroad cress tios was hauloda.

1t was mnothor dny of frainime on the Bailey Bridgo for the Third Platoon of
Company B. Ths remcindor of th: company stayed in bivoune without 2 specific assign-
mont during the day, '

%ihile tho First Platoon of Company C clenred debris in S.PIETRO nlong the mein
rond, the Sccond Plrtoon swept the joop trail from o point six hundrod ywds wost
of S.PIETRO for a distnneo of four hundrod ynrds in the samp direction, No minos
v2re found on this soarch nlthough the offorés of a dosail from the Third Platoon
Lop2 morz fruit whon five Teller nines No, 2 wer: found two niles southwost of
3,.IIETRO,

Shortly b:fore noon th: First and Sceond Flatoons of Company € wars att-ck by~
Ny adreraft, which strafed nnd bombed the aren, The planos came in from the sun
£ wero upon the eompnny so suddenly th tho troops had 1little opportunity to seck
tierltory,  2nd LY James 7 Svans and Private First Cl-ss Felix Guss wore killod and
?1:1"" Lt Konncth 7 Hand, Tochnieian Grade 5§ Joscph W Jaogor, Toohnicinn Grade § Chostor
Tutinor, Privates Fifst Claas Charles A 4ndzrson, Glonn C Rabb, Leroy O Gloor,

i!ic&mrd G Wims and Privotos Anicot Fournior and Willis H Copo wore wounded, All
“ho voundod weora ovacunted oxceph Lt Hand, Pvt 1 ¢l ¥Mims and Privats Fournicr,
- 13 -
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21 DECEFBER 1943: (Comtrd)

The roads in the vic:.n1+y north of VEHAFRO had boon unﬂer rcconmissanca tho
past soveral days nnd - ropairs amd ipproverents hed beon mdg. ns requiromonts devo-
lopod, Compnny C oxporioncod 1ittlo netivity mnd- for the nost - part the persomnnol
remaired in the vicinitvoof bivownc, AS tho rosult of  rosonnaissance conductod
by Compny C during: thcr‘ 'y 4 mino-ficld wes locnted ono thousund yf\rds off tho road
boetwoen VENAFRO o S.PIETRO $170 milos wost of SITAFRO, N

an officor nnd thrz'&v five mon wors ~ii- .chott o Crmpnny C dumng thoe d"y for
fubture operctions ., This parsrmnol was Irem the 66174h Eng,lnc“lr Mins Cloarsnce Com-
pany and it was ani: lclp"t od thoy should bo used in rumvﬂl Uf mlm ficlds oncountorod,

22 DECEIBER 1943'

To facilitato londing gravel an! preclude tho nocessity of londing trucks by
hnnd shovel from: ground lovel, the First Pldtoon of Conpiny A ﬂrectod a 10-1d1ng ramp
near VBNAFRO, By th: uso.of this ramp, graval could bvo- pushed upon tho ramp by o
bulldozor thon throvm into the dump trucks, During this construction n dotanil fron
tho platoon contintnd. to ‘hul railrend crossties fron VEIAFRO 4o tho compnny ars S0

Tho Third r’l-vtoon of Company A workod on rends in the 131st Field Artillory
aren, This ontailod tso of a bulldozer $o £ill holas in$hr nroas of Batbories A,

B and C a quartor: milc past of S.,PIZTRO, Aft:r.using “tho ’_;ulldoznr tho wo-se
placos in the roads woro grﬁvclud In ".rir‘atu_on, the plitoon hauled to londs of ~
corduroy polos ‘from the battnlion suprly duppa- This m L'a_:r'ml h'\d boon acewmulnt i ing
and its uso was ﬂnt:\.cslpﬂt ad in re uﬂlnr roads ‘around :.PIBTRO

For the Sacond Plotoon of Conpnnj i tho %ask weo ropair of the 14lst Inlﬂntry
supply rond, This mission rnqulrnd th+t six londs of grn:"*l bc hauled and spraad
along tho recd two milos wesk of VEMLLFRO.

Tre mulo pack trail from CE . «£R. north fo Fill 120“ as. roconnoitcr 2d by o
sand I'rom the Third qutcon. LT the rr '*hnmnry surwv, th:a.s squad ‘bogon work
to improve the trail,

Company B wos ccni‘lnoﬁ gimply %o bulldozor work dur:.ng tho y. Tho 132nd
Plold Artillery was'moving from on area one nnd ono-h"1f miles ‘south of KIZNANO %o
two miles oast of :S.FIETRO: COne R-4 bulldozer rominod: ot “tho o}.d nron wd assisted
in pulling guns from thiir positions while two Raa bulldozors worc nveilable o
plneo the howit zors inthoir now firing positiong.

The First Plotcon of Company C ronmained dn'the cGﬂp’an b'wou'xc dur ing tho da Ve
In such nn ovent tho nornnl outconn would b ws "hlnt: clc‘bh‘s Sy clc'\nlrg ordnrnce ond
the porforminco of cther'miscslloncous chores, :

At 0745 hours: th“_Scccnd nsrd Third Tlatoons loft th-_ L‘.'&np nnd roturnad ok 1700
hours.  During $hoir rhsomco the Socond Prasoon n- 1nt'11n0d tho Bniloy Bridgo wost of
R LFRO vhich requa.rud “tigtoning and mintonance of tho approachos in nddition %c
I‘Pct}mgl‘bcrlrg tho Jocp trail from S.PIETRO 40 the nnrth nbout ono thousand yards,

“he Third Platoon se-rched tho Division Ar"hillcrj nran t‘nrco mlcs southoast of
S5.FIETRO but no mircs wors discovorod, .

— o — o —
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20 DECEMBER 1943:

The Secoml Flatoon of Company A took advantage of the reconnaissance conducted
the previous day, Durirg the day the rond two miles east of B.PIETR0 were repaired,
In addition to filling oraters two loc tions in the roand required revetments and
back fillirg, The reconnaissance from the intersection of the road from S.PIETRO
and Highway No, 6 was resumed during theday and progressed for two miles to the nort.
Thres culverts along this road were found tostillbe in good condition and required
no further work, Further reconnaissance along this road wns hindered dus to enemy
action,

The First Platoon of Compuny A confinod its ncticities to hauling damaged rail-
road cross ties from VENAFRO to the compuny supply dumpas This material hnd become
of use particularly in revoetting noads. '

Compnny B spent an ordinary day in bivounc, It was 2 day us~d largely in
clenring and straighbtonirg up the compmny wren and ot the same time personnel washe-
ing their eclothing and putting tho portuble shower newby to full use. Late in the
ni{ternoon n reconuaissance party woas dispmiched to muka o survay of the roads in the
132nd Field Artillery arca prior to its moving,

Activities for Company © wore slight throughout th: dny, ith the cxception of
the first squad of the Third Plvtoon the company remained in its bivounc a quartors
of a mile west of VEWAFRO. The nbove-mentioned squad left nt 0330 hours in the
morning and did not complete its mission of swreping anproximately a mile of mcek
trail to Hill 1205 from S.PILTRO until 1700, Throughout this ssarch ne minsg wore
found nlong this routo,

21 DECEIBER 1945.:

The First Platoon of Comp my A continusd ffis task of hauling damagod railrond
erogsties from VENAFRO to the compnny supply dump. With the first squad from tho
Sgcond Platoon it was » job with shovols, 1his wquad cleansd and improved the
drainnge ditches ~lonmg the rond - o miles a8t of S.J4IETRO., The Third Platoon
assisted Battary €, 13lst Finld Artillery in improving the battoery roads. Gravel
was hauled and sproad in this area about 2 quartar mile cast of S.PIETRO.

As a raosult of rocomnaissance cconducted the previcus d2y in the aron %hé 132nd
Field Artillery proposod to move imto, a squid of the Second Plntoon, Company B,
with tho use of mine detactors checked the arst two milos sast of S,PIETRO, No
mings were roported found in this aren,

‘ Thoe remainder of Company B wns employod throughout the day on rand maintonance,
?}.113 Assignmont embraced the road running wost from Highwny No. 85 at n point four
miles south of VETAFRO fo the l-toral road two milos wost of VENAFRO. Hot hing
unusul wns.exnerionood in the maintenance of this ro~d but it was simply a matter
©f improving draincge and filling craters,

S g e -



22 DECEZLBER 19&3- (Conttd)

The Platoon from tho B&174h Bngine~r Iino Clearanco Company (Prov) porformed
its €irst nission, This consmietod of clrwrirs,_r; rincs -"lcr"xg German fortificntions ono
And ore-half milos southonst or S.PTUTHRO, During this oparation twenty "S" ifincs
and fiftoon Tellormines o, 2 woro ranoved, - The latter word booby-trappod by
placirg the minocs up-sido-down vl oeltimg thom.oon a stick gronado vith trip wires
loding from the grenados, Ons imrro-ised hex pine, using Gorman ogg gronados and
dotormntod with a'stick pronnde with $rip wire ~tt-choed Wns romovod,

23 DECELBER 1943 t

Tho ropair. of rc~d from VEILFRO wost for o dis {:wﬁch"'bf'dﬁo and one-m1f milcs
was tho nssignremt fiven the First Flatosn of Corpeny o forithe dnw, Drainago along
this rond wns: 1mpra*‘ﬂd and graml wns sproad. '*10'1,_, t hi-lewer pcrtmns Upon complo-
+ion of this work th“-r,;lﬂﬁ en henlad tus lenads of sraval for. Anproving the ronds
within the compnny . orone Gravel wis huled fron ¥ GHAFRO iard use was mdo of the
londing ramp which had boen econstruched thors «nd a bullﬂozor;

Tha Scgcond Platoon. of Comprny 4 continwd to improvae tho 'zpply rornd for the
141st In'amtry. Hine . loads cof grwcl worz: hulod sl syraenad along the rond two milos
west of VENAFRO, Furthor inprovereat was mide $o0 n culvart cno and ons-half milo
south of GEPP.GNi,  This was nccomnlished by hr‘ulmg t }unﬁa of grnvel and tvo
lends ef roek for: m}":mg a fill, '

Two squads -pl the Third Platoon cont:mmr" t0 mpro*’* ‘“ho I‘“UIG rack trail from
CIPPMHNL north to. ?{111 1205, The remainim sqund fronithe ‘Third Pletoon constructed
cerduroy b s in the ‘conpany aren in ordor t":'*t thosa I“i{:?ﬁ: be avnileblo whon ro-
quired for rond ropnirs, S

Conpnny B remnined in bivoune throuchous th&, Fay ._*'. ' hotr!: buing £ivon n pission.

Compahy Cts ﬂctlclisms woere rostriohod .'b_o read mintonando durivg the day. The
First Plntoon construct d ~ prking nrea at C% .01 and improved tho drain-ge ot
n by—ﬂus two hundrad. v"rﬂ., evwst of that villngee Tho Second ‘Plotoon mmins ained ‘Lho
roa”s in VEWAFRO wthich roquir:d inproving the dr'x:mm"o #yiton 7nd hauline and aprond-
ing pravel, The Third: T-‘l** aon spent thoday by mlntnlnr'- tho rt nd frorn a 2ailey
Bridpe fwe milag wost of VENLFRD o tho w4111 ge of CTP.GHA

The plntoon nt%: cehed fo Corpmny © fron the 6617+h h”\glnoor Mino Clenranco

Company (Prev) eentinued its search for nines, Cilong GArmian forkifie-t ms in the
VIW.FRO ard S5.PIZTE0 viciniting sixtyr nina "$Y mines and . ton T-;llarnlnas No, 2 were
loc <4 during the dny,  Of this norbor eight "g" Hinog **ora aguipped with push typo
.“J}rin; dovicas nnn £ix wors bovk-tropped with trip wircs nttached to pull type !
firirg devices, Ton Tellerninos wore conmeet d in gproups of fwo with trip wires
um g rull fepe fjr‘g_ng fovicas SRR .




24 DECEIBER 1843

Drninnge and improvern nt of the read Prepm VIILLPRC teo the west for a distanco
of one and ong~hnlf milos wis ernbinwd by the Firgt Platoon of Company 4, In
addifion t¢ this, o detnil frouitle plnteon improvad supply rosds for the 155%
Ficld os+tilleryv omo mile enst of 8.PILTAC by houlisg -l aspreading graval, '

The 3scond Platoon of Compary A continued o worlk on roads for the 141st
Infartry. Furing the course of the duy thirtecn lcads of pravel waerse hauled along
the road two miles west of VEMA¥RO., The platoon wlso began the construetion of
rovetment on ths road one and ome-lal " milys south of CETZACHA where the rains had
caused a portion of the roadbad to eave in,

O grquad of the Third Plntoon checked the arca onoe mile east of the 141st
Infantry “ommant post, BEight “crmen "S" Tines wore found during the search ns well
as five American bourd ing min-s., The maintcnance of a mule pack trail leading
nerth from EEPTAGIA was rosuped b fhe obhar fwo znunds of this platoon,

The entire dgy was empleind b Yippany ¥ in Yho mintonance of a road intor-
secting Highway Hoe 85 Pfour riles 5 :uth of VEYAFRD which lend to the west for two
milos whore it joined a Interal ru-d Y¥o pilos ~e~t of VEMAFRO.  This maintonancae
simply entniled improvemomt of A iin-~es snd melirg A1ls in the worst portions to
gnable traffio to continmwn,

At the emd of the dny the FPirst Tlitecon of Company € had about seventy-five
parcent of its mission coemnlotod, 4 culvert throo huudrad smrds north of CEFrAGNA
wng built rd tho plateon and be-un sravellins a br-pass at the snme locations The
Sccond Platoon minbained thron Pailey Pridsos wost of VEIAFRO and aldo repairad
n trondwny bridge at S.,PIZTRG. Tho by-rnss to n witor joint two milos vost of
VENAFRO was addo improved by spronding grovel, Tho -chivities of tho Third Pl toon
werg confined to tho VEWAFR0 aren where tho ronad lesding wost from VENUAFRO for fivo
hundrad y.rds was drainoed,

The attnched plrtocn from the 3417th Ergincor Fino Cloarance Company (Prov)
sontinued removal of minos -nd hoebe-traps along the Garmoan proposed winter lins
oxtending from the VENAFRO ~ S.PTIETRO rond to 11111 1205, Forty "S" [linos ond
Fiftaen Tellermimes ¥o, 2 wers romoved from this aron, Twenby-seven "S$" lines
wors romoved from an arca twalve hundred yards noctlicesh of CEPFAGWA.,  Of this numbor,
twort y=five minos woro rigg«d with frip wims counocted to pull type firing devicos
~oi two wero equiprod vith push fype firine dovices, During thoso operations two men
Ware soriously weunded by "S" mincs -~hich oxplodod,



25 DECEMBER 1943--'

The revntmsnt ‘on thc VENAFRO - CEPTAGNA roari, ona and one half miles south of
the latter, was comple+er1 By the Second Flatoon of Comprmyﬂ The remainder of the
company remalned in blvauac with a lar-s porventage aﬁtenﬂng Christmas cwrch sar~
Vlcl”‘S.

Compary B was ena'bled to spend n Christms day in 1ts b:.vmzac. Ne specific de-
talls were asngned the company and tho day {“18 o as.a; rest pericd,

Company C!s dotivities during the day wers not extc:ns:we. The First Platoon
painted vhite stripes on threa Railoy Arid-as Hntwawn Qz‘.lJAFRC and §,PIETRG to impros
the visibility ‘at night, . The Second Fltoon hauled gravel and spread it in a parking
lot at CEPPAGNA vhile the Third Pla%oon comtinmed i%s work: ‘ona’turn-arouni at a water
roint five hundred yards from VENaFRO. Addificnal gravel was hauled and spread on

‘his road, Nomg of the vnits wsare so bunisily omnlo}ﬁd ’th'r! sufi‘xcmnﬁ time could not
@ taken to enjoy a Chr istmqs dinner of trulfc;y. S

26 DECEMBER 1 945

The Seconri Plntoon of Comgany # had compl ied a revstment near CEPPAGHA the
rrevious day and a. squad from this platoon rrd:r:r'neﬁ omain to congtruct inother inthe
same leooality. '.uq :nd from the third Flatoon of bompf:ny dai'resumed the maintennnce
of the mule p':ck trail from CEPPA3Ls to the narth shile s*ill another squad from the
gme platoon Muled four loads of gravel for mprnven"ont of' 'I:h" 168th Firld arkillery
Battalion rond one-half mile aast of S.PIETRO, .

Tn the Rarly mornirg Technieinn Grade IV i\exmeth E o 1gner and Technicinn Grade
V “alter B Scott of Company i were nccidontally injurcd. 4 reconnaissnnce enr which
had bomn parked on a terrnce the proviows night rollcd-ovor: “the tent in which thoso
two porseons ware. slecplng. Poth men wars run ovor amd sustained internal injurios,

Company B roturnsd to confiinue the mnintomnco nnd improvewent of ths road which
had been started the 24th of Dogarhi-, No u*msml 1noldants were experiencad dwuing
tho day on this t ask, .

Th: irmcransed #raffic betwosn VEHILFRO nd S.PI TRO h'\d baqtan thes road vhich
reoquir-d mora "nina.en'mca Than hnd bam the eqise in the p’zf*t. “The Tirst FPl-toon of
Company C was ongagod iv hauling gravel for thamost p rt which whs used to ropﬁzr
the appronchos to . o throo Bailty Pridpos nlon;: this "outn as:wall ns tho byspass
at CSFPAGHA, The Sceond Plotoon repair-d this rod fowr tiles anst of 8.PIETRO whors
a eulvart requir 2d filllmj. Th~ Third Platoon rosumoed 1ts mlssmn of building ~ turn
around anid 1mpruvirg the amtranco to nwator point ot VEII PO,

Tha operations of tha attachad platoeen frem the RGl‘?th Englm ar ¥ing Clearance
Company (Frov) worg not n8 froit ful s they had beon on prﬂvious Ays, Only ono "S7
¥ine was fourd., :
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27 DECE!BER 1943:

Although Company A's tnsk of racd maintnanco nround VENAFRO had not boon great
in tho past, oach daoy diminishcd the work required. The Scoond Plntoon built hand
rils on two culvorts ono mils south of CEIPLIN, whilo the Third Platoon hulod nine
londs of graval which werae sproad aleng thr raed leading into the 18 Fiold .rtillery
arer two miles wast of VENAFRO,

Compainy B con®tinued mintonnnes of th- reo-d in thy VEN.LFRO vieinity thd was in
progross tho ppovious day., Comparny € ¢ontinuad mein onanca of tho VENWAFRO - S.PIETRO
rond with the First Plavoon rapairing the appro-chos to tho thres Bailey Bridgos two
milos wast of VENAFRC, This platcon also mnint-ined the ro-d from theso bridges to
CEFP/GN.. Tho Sccomd Platoon comstructed culvart ot S.IBETRO and upon its complotion
bogan back f£illirg a cut ~t thot locniicen, Lewvhile the Third Platoon ma ntained
tha rond from CEPP.GHN. for rn mil: an a gquart.r %o the south,.

The platoon ttachodto Company C from tho 66174th Engincsr Mine Cloarance Company
(Prov) proparod to rejeoin its piromt unit rnd the day wns spent in bivouac.

268 DECTIBER 19434

Company 4 wns givon notica to bo preparcd to meva 0 4 new arecn, The day was
spmnt malting premrations,

Tachnician Grado V Walter 5 Scott, Company i, whoe had basn accidentally injurod
on 26 Dogombar when ovorrun by 4 roconnanissanes ear, died in the 11th Fioldl Hospital.

The First Plntoon of Company B wms alortsd for o possible move to join the 142md
Infantry to assist thot unit in futw - ervarqtions. This platoen romainod in bivowe
throughout th: doy snd 2% the emd of the dw its roverrnt had not mberinlizod,
lennwhilo tho Third Platoon resurcd tho raint mance of the road in the VEILFRO ~rea
which had boen the company's mist ion the pravicus day,

Company C left its bivounc o gqu-rtar of o milo woght of VENAFRO at 1100 hours
and movad to a rost aren throo mil:s nerthwest of LLIFE. The company cleseddin now
bivounco at 1400 hours ~ftor travellirns thirty-nine niles by motar comvoy., Tho
attached platoen from the €817th Eigineer ¥ims Clearnnee Cempany (Prov) had loft at
1000 heurs to rojolin its pnront crganigatien. Upon nrrivnl at tho new bivounce tho
remadnder of the day was spent proapring oarp,

29 DECEIBER 1943:

Company «» moved frim its bivoune two nilzs west of VENALFRO o0 nn aron throo
ril2s northwost of ALIFE, . distanee of forty-throc miles was travelled by motor
ey and the company elcsed in rost bivoune,

Tha First Platoon of Company B had boon nlertod the provious day to join the
lagZnd Inf-ntry in anticipation of future cparations, This platcen mevad fron tho
cormny at 1320 heurs whilo the rowninder of the company was prepering to move toa
rosboar oain the vieinity of ALIFE.

Fir Company € it wos a day for wihin clothos, clenning aquipmont dnd in gencral
»“radchboning up the damogos that hnd been suffored the past fow wooks,

- 19 -
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30 DEGERBER 1943: -

Corpanies ‘A and .C hed previously moved to the rest aree three miles northwiss
of ALITE. TPréparations had been made to move thy Battalion Hea&qmrters Heoad-
quartors and Service Jompony, Tledical De’rachmpt ani Company B, with the sxcopiion
of the First Platoon of the la'ter, from one -1alfi m le sou‘bhwest or FRESENZANC
the same rest area, :

At 0700 hours: Compa: v ¥ laft its 'szomn an :-f‘teA hravellmg thirty miles
arrived at the new area ot 0930 hour:c. h@ runn._nu er of the day was spent praparin
0OMPANY COMPa. . Lt

Bettnlion Heqﬁquarter Handquarters fnd Swrv::.ce ucmpany, and the Medlral
Detachment did not move unti 1550 hours, It wns 1300 hours and dark before they
arrived at the new area.: The kitchen had pras. -n"_'t.qe uompmzj by saveral howru
and had hot food awailting its arrival. Ne o udic ot war made o establish »aap and
thae trucks parked for the night ~d the mn olest whers their bedding fol. from
1.2 trucks, -As is the:usual procudu.ce, the en irc batEnlion supply dumpwes s
novoed, Severnl. d“ws ore’ ordinarily rhqaiv*'c'd to skubtle: 'tho varions eQuiprruas sarrie
in tho dump..- This pracedu"e wns somewhat “facil srtod on. this oceasion wist. the unik
~slieving tho eq‘hﬂlion ‘taking over the j".l.f.“‘f irideae aquiprent, Somerf‘o_w bt ing
and corduroy poles. which amounfed to about: fi’sy truc‘rla‘dw 3 :

A porinble sheworunit Ind becn sent to tho neir ~ran tho previous f’fw :nd thc*'e-
fora its ccnstruc+1on was u:.der wey. This pa: milted” iis (3"1‘110}‘ uge than would Imva
bem *’ha c'\"c. hnrl tha.s caqvllmnt keen moved e Tong Wfl.th *!*ha comp'my.

25 PECT ZT’._R 194 's

; a y ~or mnru\ring the bivotie on ﬁhc pr).rt 'of‘ .11 ﬁho com}" niss <xeoph
Rendaerkor s nn_d_ Srrvice Compnny. Tho latberis "1”"1;;130&_::\1_*_0'1.?*15 not vacatod Ty n
unit oo pyxm A6 until 1530 hours, In thy moontine :'Lhn"_f_z""‘iﬁ' which ha’ nlways been
custoars .& A N0V bogin to fall, Fortumately for the moment, tons had beor
vi-oned in L he dron which precludod $hnat ph*v-' o7 n:ihng; camp; The rain and wingd
incraarod in inbens 167 during the ninht - t‘m nas&: zrm'n:mg wns to find “tho Jcm!“s
of 1littl> bonofit con the ground, : :
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ERADQUAR RIS LLATH BN IEER COMBAT BATTALION
mom - U8 AMY .

10 Felwmary 1944
AG 34,7 '

ltjco‘lu History of &'g:nintion B

T s Comsnling Gemeral, 3th Infmtry Division, u’o{a, Us Ay, 1

1. Herswith "Operations in Itnly, Jlnwy. 1944 — 111th m:lrncr
Combat mmun' in septuple, i

2. The mnuun; observatioms were mde during operatioms eovered by
the lhon--mtiomd repaxts

a, ratioms Operatiom of the battallion continmad to ‘ho of _‘l
the sam type s . previous onas, The trails in the Division seota’ were: i.;fj-
in very poor oondztion and the commniss were lept busy hauling eordurey tn!
gravel to mintsin traffis circulation. In preparation for the attask of -
the RPIDO RIVER lins meny lanes of approach were swept for minss and .

AN mrind. These lanes ad to be checked eontinumlly, however, &s Germn = =
patrols woul eoms scross ths river snd lay sdditional mimes, In the wn- "M
suocesaful attempt of the RAPIDD RIVER crossing the assaunlt waves were - q‘ﬂ'}'u

./ orossed in recormaissame and sssanlt boats by the 19th Engimser Regineg. ( + T )

Several footbridges wore put in but these were Jater blown out obaeryed | If,.fb—«
Bt

Gy «L‘

artillery and martar fire. Dus o heavy fire the assault troops’ were
A pinned down aml were umble to olear the bridge site of smll arm fire, L
therefors it was Amposeible to coms iruot & Balley bridge, After herding: R

e flock of shesp aloxg th» RAPIDO RIVER in 4h attempt to detest mntl- 42
- porsomnel mines & further experiment was conduoted with this antmal insn .7

V ‘area prepared With trip wires. If Wes found that sheep would strily the i
trip wires anl detonate the mimes but the full reaction of this animal to] 7%}
an sxplosien is not known, L

bs Water supply, map supply ad !:ngimer supply continned to o
be narmal through the January operations, . ' L

e

A
ROV C, STOVALL
Major, 111th Bngr. ¢ Pn’.
Commandirg




OPERATIONS IN ITALY, 1944

lllTH ENGINEER COMBAT . BATTALION

With except1on of the First Platoon of Company "B“, the entzre battallon
had moved to a rest area ‘approximately three miles northwest of ALIFE, ITALY
the latter part of: December '1943. The First Platoon of. Company "B" had re-
mained with the 142nd. Infantry in support of “their operatlons in.the S.VITTORE
area and did not returh. to the company until 6 “January. 1944., During these six
days this platoon was bivouacked about one-half mile south of VENAFRO, ITALY
and in the immediate: vzclnlty of 8, VITTDRS,'remalnlng in_ each’ Jlocation about
three days. Little activity was expar1enced durlng the . ‘course of this perlod
and it was largely a matter of remaining on 'the alert: to: perform any englneer
misgsions requ;red to enhance the operatlcns of the Infantry. oo

Although the battalxon could not be generally con51dered on a comnbat
status from the: flrst through the fifteenth of January, ‘a few observations of
morale consequence occuring during this rest perlod mlght be noted.. Neither
the town of ALIFE, some three miles from bivouac, nor the’ town of PIEDMONTE
about ten miles from bivouac, presented anything of unusual interest to the
average soldier but the Division Special Service Officer had made arrangements
for motion pictures in both. The daily quotas allotted: the ‘battalion for
attendance were sufflclent to lend every 1nd1v1dua1 the opportunlty of .attend-
ing about once every: two days. In addltlon,_screen celebrltles presented at-
least three stage performanccs at those towns which added ‘to: the diversion.
Full advantage ‘was taken of those activities by the entlre command.

Five days rest perlods atihe NAPLES rest center although ‘the typhus
epidemic in that c1ty cut short those activities. After the .first group of
twenty-two men returned the rest center was closed at ‘that location.

It was observed that centers of this type provide an excellent means for mental
rehabilitation for personnel Who have become stralned and tense in the course
of combat. T AR RE : :

Three portable shcwer unlts were erected in.  the D1V1$10n area by personnel
from Headquarters & Service Company. Not only’ was full advantage taken of .
those facilities" by members of the battalion hut the Division as a whole. The
only limiting feature of those shower units was ‘the deterlorated condition,
which reduced the maximum daily capac1ty obtalnable from new equipment. These
thirty-two showerhead unlts “have bcen in almost contlnuous use for the -past ten




months and replacement parts such as shower heads, temperature coatrols, die-
sel oil heaters and pressure guages have not been available and it was only
through incessent repair and maintenance that their present operation could be
sustained. A great amount of difficulty was experienced with the shower head
valves, which, when once broken, cannot be repaired, thereby cutting down the
capacity of the installatiom. - SR

It might be mentioned that the Quartermaster bath house at PIEDMONIE was
also made available to the battalion for use but its purpose as a sanitary
measure restricted its use to one time. A humorous note could be detected in
observing personnel returning from this "delouser" as they stood about com-
paring their successes in exchanging old clothes for new ones ar their old
shoes for combat boots; the latter seeming to be the aim of everyone going
through this shower. Of course, the disgruntled ones were among the crowd as
well, complaining about the tight trousers or the faded field jacket they had
gained in the exchange.

12 January, 1944:

This period of relaxation was to be short lived by Company "A". The
1415t Infantry was making preparation to move back in the line and Company "A"
was scheduled to accompany this unit. The company loaded its trucks with the
varied equipment that an engineer company must carry and at 1200 hours moved.
After travelling about thirty miles the company biwuacked near the railroad
about two miles south of MIGNANO. '

13 January, 1944:

MT. PORCHIO had only recently fallen to our forces and little engineer
reconnaissance in this viecinity had been made. Highway No. 6 passes along the
north side of this hill with a railroad along its south slope. Each of these
rpoads are connected with roads which circumscribe the hill. An extensive road
reconnaissance vas made of the roads connecting Highway No. & and extending along
the southeast side of MT. PORCHIO by Company "A". 1In addition to reconnoitoring
roads in this region, a mule trail around MT., PORCHIO'S southern slopes was
found to be in bad repair.

The First Platoon of Company "A" devoted the day in improving the roads along
the south side of MT. PORCHIO which ran between the hill and the railroad. The
Second Platoon had completed about seventy-five percent of the work required on
secondary roads branching to the west from Highway No. 6 about one-half mile east



of MT. PORCHIO when 1t was. forced to withdraw due to heavy enemy morter fire.
This work included spreedlng six loads of gravel along the worst places in the
road and laying wire mesh. . Forty-five American HIAi mines were ‘removed about
one thousand yards northwest of MT. PORCHIO by a ‘detail from the company.

14 January, 1944:

The First Platoon of Company A returned to the west 51de of MT. PORCHIO
to continue the. repalr ‘of roads in that v1c1n1ty.T As the: work progressed it
was noted that qulte a number of - trees had been felled across some of -the roads
by the enemy as.an: obstacle. None was booby~trapped and’ durlng ‘the course of
the work were alI removed to permit traffic circulationi Numerous ‘low areas
\ in the roads were fllled ‘and ‘the drainage improved. before this platoon moved
on to the north side of MT._PORCHiO to make a seerch for enemy land mines,During
this search, no mines were detected. While the: search for: mineswas being made -
it was noted that" the roed requ1red zepalrs before it could be opened for. " -
trafflc‘ . S L . j : : RTAL . s

On the prev1ous day, the Second Platoon had been forced by enemy morter '
fire to withdraw from the: roads joining Highway No,_ﬁ about half a mile from MT.
PORCHIO before the: work was . completed. The mission was: resumed ‘and completed
without incident whlch ‘included spreading three more loads: ‘of gravel as well as
constructing about one hnndred and flfty feaet of corduroy road.* :

Inasmuch as englneer reconnezssence is v1ta1 and often Ilttle is known
about the forward areas: except ‘what’ might be 1nterpreted from- aerlel photographs
it was deemed . advzsable to:send two'men on night patrols with the® Infantry for e
the purpose. Gf. observ1ng roeds, brldges and poss1b1e m1nef1e1ds.u For .this
mission Company A" a531gned Sergeants Colegrove and White. - The: patrel ‘bégan at
MT. PORCHIO and extended tothe north-along the railroad ‘to within three~quarters
of a mile south of ‘MT.TROCCHIO., .- During the cotrse of ithis patrol four German
patrols ‘were encountered ‘and small- arms fire was exchanged., Onone ‘such: ‘occasion,
Sergeant White's Carblne accounted for one of the Germans, whlle a second German
was killed by an Infantrymen with.a .45 caliber sibmachine’ gun' ‘and - still two more
were wounded by hand grenades.. It was observed: by the patrol that all bridges
along the railroad hed been demollshed, although no ant1~personne1 mines were
notlced‘ Tt : i o E BENEE L . :

15 Januery,-i944"

Further reconnalssance to ‘the north along the rallroad from MT PORCHlO _
was enabled. Various: partles from Company A advanced as: far:as. the SANTA LUCIA
vieinity. At severelflooat;ons along the 1al1road ;here_eppeeted evxdence_of mlnes_-




but none was removed. However, the road extending to the west from the rail-
road in the SANTA LUCIA area we searched for mines as far as the 3rd Battalion
141st Infantry command post by the First Platoon of Company but no mines were
found. Repairs were made to this road at the same time and upon completion
"jeep" traffic could be accommodated. The Second Platoon of Company A im-
proved the road loading 'to. the regimental command post of the l4lst Infantry on
the south side of MT. PORCHIO where six loads of gravel were used after a bull-
dozer had filled in the sunken areas. On part of this road wire matting had
been laid previously but had become loose, so a job of re-staking it was per-
formed along with the other repairs. The activities of the Third Platoon ex-
tended from SPINA on the road adjacent to the railroad as far north as SANTA
LUCIA. Fills were made in the road at numerous locations and also a check for
mines made although none was found.

The remainder of the Battalion was notified to be in a state of preparedness
to move the following day. This comprised Company B, Company C, part of Head-
quarters and Service Company and the Medical Detachment. It was contemplated
that the Battalion Supply dump and the motor pool should remain in the ALIFE
area for a day or two after the rest of the battalion had moved. Ordinarily fifty
trucks are required to move the dump which consists of explosives, bridge timber
bridging equipment and various other items required by combat engineers. At the
time, the motor pool was exerting every effort to recondition the battalion
vehicles and parts such as brake shoes which had not been previously available,
were now obtainable and therefore several trucks were deadllned and the motor pool
could not be moved until those trucks were repaired.

16 JANUARY, 1944:

The morning began with the usual rush and clamor incident to any move. The
trucks which had not been completely loaded the day before were finished and as
the extra amount of miscellaneous items which have been accumulated and through
reluctance to discard must be crowded upon the vehicles. Approval had been granted
to retain the heavy tontage which had been used in the rest bivouac so those
were struck and carried along on the basis of one pyramidal tent for every eight
men. Companies B and C began to move forward by infiltration at 0830 hours while
the detachment from Headquarters and Service Company, consisting of the S-1, 8-2
and 5-3 sections, moved about 1030 hours. Company "C" went into bivouac to the
east of Highway NHo. 6 about two miles south of MIGNANC in the vicinity of Company
A's bivouac, while the other two companies and the Medical Detachment, which moved
in the afternoon, bivouacked to the west of Highway No. 6, three miles south of
MIGNANO.



Company "A" contlnued malntenance of roads 1n the v1c1n1ty of MT. PDRCHIO _
with the First Platoon. us1ng a ‘bulldozer to wlden ‘the road:to- the command post
of the 3rd Battalion; 1l41st Infantry in = the 8¢ LUCIA vicinity west of the rail-
road. - After.the” bulldozer had been employed to the fullest. advantage in widening
and filling holes along the road . gravel was hauled and spread along the route. -
The Second Platoon's. activities were confined to’ haullng 8ix loads of gravel for
the improvement of a: road 1ead1ng to the reg1menta1 command post of the 14lst
Infantry on the south ‘side of MT. PORCHIO while the Thlrd Platoon ‘made .a search
for mines from SPINA to the north for about three quarters ‘of a mile then to-
the west for as far ‘as S “LUCIA. .  No mines were . found along thls route and the _
road was opened for_traff1c by 0500 hours. : R o Ce :

Four men from Company A accompanled two nlght patrols from the lélst Infantry
for the purpose of’ obtalnlng engineer information along the RAPIDO RIVER as well
as to assist the patrol-across the river, Pr;or ‘to the" patrcl leaving, .two: poznts
had been selected on the river as crossing sztes 'one at: CACCIQLI and .the second
point -about. two thousand yards south of §. ANGELO. Reconnalssance boats were taken
to effect the crossings but ‘the first patrol was unable’ to cross at CACCIOLI. ‘Be-
fore it reached the'river;: ‘it was sub;ected to fire from enemy - machlne _guns emplaced
on the far bank of the ‘river. All approaches to the rlver _along ‘this area were -
found to be heavily mined. The crossing near 5. ANGELO was. successful ‘and the patrol
advanced some elght hundred yards into the enemy 8 terrltory and on its withdrawal
was followed "across the river by an ‘enemy patrol. Three 'reconnaissance boats were
lost and the flght ‘which ensued between these patrnls resulted in: two Germans being
killed and an undete;mlned_number,wounded. The river at this location was found
to be about forty feet_wide;with'no'natural cover along 1ts_vert;ca1 banks.

17 JANUARY, 1944:

" Engineer reconnaissance contlnued to be made 1n the area between MT. PORCH10
and ‘MT. TROCCHIO. The roads in the VlCLHItY of - TAIO were found by -Company "A"
to be in need of repair and evadence of mines was: noted at numerous places while -
another party’ from the same ‘company failed to flnd ‘any mlnes in the vicinity
of §. LUCIA when" 311 small ‘roads around that town were searched -A survey of
positions for the 155th Fleld Artlllery was conducted to determlne the engineer
work that would be requ1red to place 1ts better;es 1nto a flrlng p051t1on.

Company B's act1v1t1es were confined to road ma1ntenance in the V1c1n1ty
of 5. VITTORE, The_Second_PIetoon repaired the 5. _VITTORE_STAZ?N_dl ROCCA




d'EVANDRO road from its intersection with Highway No. 6 at TAVERNA to STAZ'N
di ROCCA d'EVANDRO. The road from STAZ'N di ROCCA d'EVANDRO parallel to the
railroad as far as the southern tip of MT. PORCHIO was improved by the Third
Platoon of Company B. A culvert was repaired on this quarter mile section of
road but full repairs had not been made to the road when the platoon was forced
by enemy artlllery flre to withdraw.

it was ant1c1pated that in the forthcoming operations it would be
necessary to assaulr the enemy's fortified positions alomg the RAPIDO RIVER.
In preparation for those operations a detail from Company C instructed personnel
of the 143rd Infantry in the meachanical oepration of foreign mines and booby
traps as well as the use of improvised charges which might be desirable to use
against piliboxes and other steel and concrete emplacements.

Infantry patrols, to which Company A attached eight men, effected crossing
on the RAPIDO RIVER at three places during the night. Crossings were made one
and one half miles southwest of FAIO and one-guartermile south of 5. ANGELO
without enemy resistance, but the party crossing one and one-half miles north-
east of 5. ANGELO were subjected to enemy mortar fire. During the course of
this action Private Frank Calabroso was lightly wounded by shrapnel. The in-
formation developed from those patrols indicated the road from FAIC to the RAPIDO
RIVER to be a one-way, hard surfaced road in good repair. A mine field was
located at a road junction about one mile south of FAIO as well as anti- personnel
mines three hundred and fifty yards in length and one hundred and fifty vards in
depth about a quarter of a mile south of 5. ANGELO.

18th JANUARY, 1944:

Reconnaissance conducted by Company A in the vicinity of §. ANGELO revealed -
"S" Mines on both sides of a road junction just northeast of the town. The roads
on either side of the railroad along the southern slope of MT. TROCCHIO were
reconnoitered and it was found that the road parallelling the railroad on the
south was in a fair state of repair as far north as CACCIOLI while trees had
been felled and bomb craters dotted the road between the railrvad and MT. TROCCHIO.
A squad from Company A was given the mission of repairing this latter road and
the trees were removed and the bomb craters were either filled or by-passed. A
road was built over the railroad to join these two roads. Throughout the work
no mines were found. : of Company A improved the various roads be-
tween the southern slope of MT. TROCCHIC and 5. ANGELO and north to the vicinity
of CACCIOLI and at the same time the roads were swept for mines.



The entire of Compauy B was engapged in 1mprov1ng and mlnesweeplng the
roads in the area between MT. PORCHIO and MT. TROCCHIO, bounded ‘on the north
by Highway No. 6 and by the railroad on the south._The Thlrd Platoon also com-
pleted spreading rock and repairing a culvert on the road: 1mmed1ate1y south of
MT. PORCHIO which it-had been forced to leave the: prevzous .day because of enemy
fire. No mines were found 'on any of the roads covered durlng the day.

Mine removal: partxes from Company C swept the net of roads in the
vicinity of COLLODIO ‘and FAIO. One party removed - twenty German Tellermines #2
and three German and. Itallan box mines in the v1czn1ty of COLLOCIO None of
the Tellermines had been armed although the box ‘mines had, An area in which
the 143rd Infantry: contemplated establishing its command’ post was searched
for mines but none was detected. A German tank which had been dlsabled was
found to be blocklng a road Just south of COLLODIO '

Twelve men from Company ‘A accompanied three patro1s from the 1l4ist infantry
during the night. One of those patrols effected a- crossxng of the RAPIDO RIVER
about one mile south’of 5. ANGELO. The approach to the: rlver at ‘this leﬂt
had been mined by the' ‘enemy for a depth of about two hundred yards. The river
was about forty foot wide ‘at this location and had a current of approximately
four miles an hour.  The" enemy was active throughout the nlght and the patrol
was continuously subJected ‘to mortar fire. Neither of the: other two patrols was
able to cross the river. ‘They advanced as far as CACCIOLI and ran into a mine-
field covered by enemy flre. - -

19 JANUARY, 1944'

Plans were belng formulated for crossing the RAPIDO RIVER at two points,
one to the north and one to the south of S. ANGELO. Two battalions from the
19th Engineer Reg1ment ‘less one company from each, and. Companles A and B of the
16th Armored Engineer Battalion had been a531gned to the Division to assist
the Infentry in maklng the actual crossing and ‘the 111th" Englneer Combat Bat-
talion's mission was prlmarlly to clear the selected avenues of approach to the
river of mines and. 1mprove ‘the roads as far forward prior . to the operation. The
coordination of eng1neer operatlons and supply of stream cr0331ng equipment
was also the function of the Battalion. After a brldgehead could be established
and secured it would be the mission of the Battalion to construct ‘and maintain
the bridge approaches and’ ‘maintain the roads on the far bank of the river. If
operations were successful it was contemplated that a Class 4 0 ‘Bailey bridge -
might be constructed:at each point of crossing. Company A was ‘assigned to support
the 141st Infantry: and Company C to support the 143rd Infantry w1th Company B
in Battalion reserve.”g;j;_ 4




During the day Company A continued maintenance of the roads along the
southern slope of MI. TROCCHIO in the vicinity of S. LUCIA and also the roads
extending toward the RAPIDO RIVER as far as enemy action would permit. Company -
C repaired and improved the roads to the south of the sector covered by Company
A, fromvthe COLLOCIO locality to the west toward the RAPIDO RIVER. Neither company
removed any mines during their days operations. One squad: from Company B remained
on the maintenance of roads between MT. PORCHIO and MT. TROCCHIO ~-which work
consisted largely of f1111ng shell craters.

As a matter of supplylng stream crossing equipment, one hundred Assault
Boats M2 and a like number of six-man pneumatic reconnaissance boats were pro-
cured. These quantities. were in addition to the nineteen Assault Boats and thirteen
Reconnaissance Boats normally carried as a basic allowance for the Battalion.
An attempt was made to obtain footbridpe equipment but none was available, al-
though fifty sections of cat-walk were obtained, which could be used inm conjunction
with assault boats to construct floating footbridges. All the equipment intended
for use in river crossing operations was hauled to two dumps near MT. TROCCHIO
thereby shortening the distance required to haul it when the need arose. Details
from the various companies further augmented the supply of materials by cutting
poles to be used in corduroying the roads immediately approaching the river which
could not be repaired in advance of the crossings. A portion of these poles were
tied into mats twelve feet in length to expedite their belng 1a1d as well as
increase the stabzlity. o

20 JANUARY, 1944:

The lettered companies continued maintenance and minesweeping of roads
and areas betwee MI. TROCCHIO and MT. PORCHIO and the RAPIDO RIVER which were
to be used during the night for the river crossing. The barrem terrain along
the river, under the survellience of German observations concealed by more
favorable terrain on the opposite side of the river, restricted daylight opera-
tions. Details from each of the companies also cut and tied poles into mats
which were left in the forward dumps. :

The "H" hour was set at 2000 hours and the artillery began its preparatory
files at 1930 hours which continued for an hour in an endeavor to neutralize
enemy strong points near the west bank of the river. The l4lst Infantry and 143rd
Infantry were scheduled to cross the river at 2000 hours, crossing respectively
the north and south of 5. ANGELO, with the 2nd Bn. of the 19th Engineer Regiment
effecting the crossingwof the 1l41st Infantry and the lst Bn. of the 19th Engineer



Regiment crossing the 143rd Infantry Company A 111th Englneer Combat Battalion
was placed ‘in support of ‘the 141st Infantry and’ Company ¢, lllth Engineer Combat
Battalion in support .of’ the 143rd Infantry The ‘primary’ migsion of those two
companies was to remove mines along the river and repair the roads approachlng

it and after a brldgehead ‘had been secured to clear the far ‘bank. of the river of
mines and improve the supply roads behind the Infantry as 1t advanced.

By midnight a_br;dgehead had not been secured; Only ‘a. few foctbr1dge5 had
been built across the river by lashing Bailey bridge catwalk to: assault boats
and those were under constant threat of enemy artillery flre._ No bridges for
vehicular traffic’ and the enemy stubbornly opposed every attempt.to establish a
brldgehead by intense and accurate fire from all. types of Infantry weapons. Only
one injury was sustained durlng the nights operations. Private Raymond A. Viros,
motorcyclist from Company.A was slightly injured when the motorcycle which he was -
riding collided in tha darkness near 5. ANGELO W1th another vehlcle.

21 JANUARY, 1944:

Attempts to establish bridgeheads across the RAPIDO RIVER the previous
night failed. The few footbridges that had been built were knocked out by enemy
artillery fire and ‘the advance elements which had crossed the river earlier were
returning. A large’ number of the assault boats used in bu1ldlng ‘foot bridges were
lost as well as pneumatlc reconnalssance boats used by the assault elements,

While the Infantry_was reorg&nlzlng for another attack later ‘in the day,
Companies A and C continued road maintenance in the v1cin1ty of the crossing sites.
Immediate efforts were made to replenish the stream crossing equipment which had
been lost and which would ‘be- requlred on the next attempt at. cr0551ng. The three
operating platoons of Company A were moved to an assembly area mear 5. LUCIA with
working details gravelllng a road near 5. CESARIO. Company B, still in reserve,
continued to cut corduroy poles and repair and gravel a road parallel to the rail-
road south of MT. PORCHIL. . The First and Second Platoons ‘of . Company C began
sweeping the abutments :and’ approaches for a brldge ‘across the. river but they were
unable to complete the work due to enemy artillery and small arms fire. A mine
detector party from ‘these platoons encountered heavy ‘enemy mortar and small arms
fire. No mines were found during any of these operations. Several enemy artillery
shells fell along the supply road in the 143rd Infantry sector which was being
repaired by the Third Platoon of Company C although the actlun ‘was not heavy
enough to preclude contlnuatlon of the work. SR




A second assault of the river defenses began at 1600 hours. The enemy's
artillery action was lighter than the previous night although heavy machine
gun, small arms and mortar fire was encountered on the approaches to the river.
Assault elements crossed the river but a bridgehead was not secured.

22 _JANUARY, 1944:

A second attempt to establish a bridgehead on the RAPIDO RIVER failed.
Companies A and C, which had been in support of these operations, continued to:
improve the various roads as far forward to the river as possible. This improve-
ment consisted almsot entirely in hauling and spreading gravel. The Second Platoon
of Company swept foot paths leading to the bridge site, and, although no mines
were found, it underwent a considerable amount of fire from German Nebelweerfer
guns. Company B continued to improve a lateral road south of MT. PORCHIO during
the day. : ' '

23 JANUARY, 1944:

The activity which had reached considerable height the past three days
incident to preparations and two attempts to establish a bridgehead on the RAPIDO
RIVER near 8. ANGELO had now slackened. Road and bridge repairs, which had always
been a primary engineer function during operations in ITALY, coantinued to warrant

constant attention. The secondary roads and trails over which heavy wehicles
vere required to travel scon became dented with holes umless every effort was
exerted toward their maintenance. Usually gravel greatly remedied this problem but
on numerous occassions ma*s made by tieing poles together had to be laid. Most
of the better roads which normally served as supply routes, had been registered in
at junction points and intersections by the enemy's artillery as it had withdrawn
and were therefore subject to repeated shelling and an extra amount of repairs
obtained above which might have been necessitated through normal use of the roads.

The road net at points near 5. ANGELO and MT. TROCCHIO and MT., PORCHIO
were given priority.  Companies A and C were employed in this area while Company B
contined to repair the various roads between MTI. TROCCHIO and MT. PORCHIQ. At
one point near LA PIETA, Company A used three truckloads of corduroy mats to
improve the road as well as extensive work with a bulldozer being required. None
of the work performed during the day brought the troops within the direct effect
of enemy action.

=-10-



24 JANUARY 1944:

Two platoons from Company A remained on an alert status to support .any
operatlons that might be" further attempted by the 141st. Infantry to effect a
crossing of the RAPIDO ‘RIVER., The remaining platooa of . that company was engaged
throughout the day’'in haulxng gravel for the malntenance of .‘two roads near SPINA,
one road for a distance of about one mile to the southwest and a 1like distance
on another road to the northwest. : L

Company B malntalned and ‘gravelled a distance of about one mlle along
a road from S. CESARIO to the west. :

Each of the platuons of Company C worked in clnse COHJUﬂCtIOn with the
three battalions -of the 143rd Infantry. The First Platoon maintained roads and
checked the 1st Bn., 143rd Infantry area for anti-personnel mines but none was
located. Two men from this platoon accompanied an Infantry patrol and mined
reconnaissance boats used to cross the river. The Second and Third Platoons were
similarly employed in the 2nd and 3rd Bn. areas of the 143rd .Infantry. None of
the mine sweeﬂlng partxes found anti-personnel mines at any of the locations
covered. : :

25 JANUARY 1944: .

Act1v1t1es remaxned relatlvely light for the entlre battallcn. Company A
still awaited streanncrcsslng operations which might be attempted by the 1l4lst
Infantry and at the same time assisted the 155th" r1e1d Artlllery Battalion near
5. LUCIA by us1ng a buIldozer to emplace its guns. ' . .

Companxes B and C repalred and maintained the net of roads :in the
vicinity of COLLODIO, FAIO and SPINA. A considerable amount of ‘gravel was hauled
and spread over these roads wh1ch comprised the greater amount of ‘the work.

26 JANUARY 1944:

Little change occurred 1n road repair and malntenance. Durlng the day
Company B bore the brunt of . these repalrs in the: v1c1n1ty of S, VITTORE. Attached
to this company for ‘the work were six trucks from Company A as well as a squad
and two bulldozers from Company C. A detail of ‘nine men from Company A assisted
the 141st Infantry by superv131ng the placing of concertinas in front of gun
positions along the river. The actual work at .making these. 1nstallat10ns was
performed by the Infantry with a detail of three men to each Infantry battalion
supervisihg the work. :

-11~




An innovation in the clearance of anti-personnel mines was being

considered., Mine detector parties had been unable to work to any advantage along
the near bank of the RAPIDO RIVER due to enemy small arms fire from across the
stream. The merit of herding sheep through this area in an attempt to detonate
anti-personnel mines and booby-traps was considered and two hundred and thirty
sheep were procured for the purpose as well as two Italian herders. The task of
following through on this experiment was given to Company A, which constructed a
pen in the vicinity of MT. TROCCHIO where the sheep were to be kept until used.

Late in the afternoon Company B was alerted to move near 3. ELIA to
support the operations of the 142nd Infantry which had moved over into the
34th Infantry Division sector to assist in by-passing CASSINO on the east.
After contact was made with the 142nd Infantry it was deemed inadvisable for
the company to move until a daylight reconnaissance could be made of the area.

27 JANUARY 1944:

Early in the morning the two hundred and thirty sheep, which were left
near MT. TROCCHIO over the night, were loaded into trucks and hauled as near the
RAPIDO RIVER, as the situation would permit. First Lts. James N. Mueller and
William Dold, Jr., S/Sgt. Edwin B. Haynes, Sgt. James D. White and T-5 Frank 5.
Conversano of Company A had borrowed native clothes and wore them for this detail.
These individuals, together with the two Italian herders, began to herd the sheep
along the river bank mear S. ANGELO and worked their way to the morth for about
a mile. Inasmuch as the enemy held the ground on the opposite side of the river,
every precaution had to be taken by those herding the sheep to prevent the enemy
from becoming suspicious. The eénemy's positions could be seen across the river
as the sheep were driven along. When the junction of the RAPIDO RIVER and
ASCENSIGNE CREEK had been reached the herd was turned back to the south and had
preceeded about half way back the distance travelled when they were fired upon
and were forced to withdraw. No anti-personnel mines were indicated in the area
the sheep had walked through.

Although no anti-perscnnel mines were ignited by the sheep as they
were herded along the river, it was known that a large number of anti-tank mines
existed along the river. The First Platoon of Company A began to string a single
strand of wire along the main road parallel to the river from a point about, three
quarters of a mile north of S. ANGELO to the north as far as Highway No. 6. This
wire would serve to indicate the beginning of the mined area. The final result
of this work was no more than an attempt since the enemy possessed the advantage
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of observation in thls area and it was only a short tlme unt11 ‘a. concentra»
tion of small arms and mortar fire was laid dowu. SR

A squad from the Thlrd Platoon of Company A attempted to mlnesweep an
approach to the river about a mile north of S. ANGELO,. '~ Beginning at the main :
road parallel to the river ‘the squad had progressed satisfactorily for about
two hundred yards but then an anti-personnel mine was exploded which seriously
wounded Pvt., lcl Harry Rutzisky in the left leg. “While Private Rutzisky being
glven first aid, another mine was exploded, killing Private Rutzisky instantly.
Sergeant Raymond O. Nichols was seriously wounded .on the left'side of the face.
Private John Rogers: was seriously wounded in the:face, left arm and left leg.
Private Albert Lubin re091ved bruises on the right leg and’ suffered from con-
cussion; Private Okey L.: Edge was lightly wounded in the facé and left hand, and
Corporal John Tokus was‘'wounded in the right hand and right heel’ when the second
mine exploded. Nine other ‘men of this squad suffered from:concussions and
shock and when they: began to remove the wounded the enemy" opened up with
machine guns. - : - -

Company C contlnued to repair the various supply roads for the three
battalions in the. 143rd Infantry area, This work included gravelllng and
widening the roads and tra1ls. ‘Company B had been alerted. the previous day for
movement to join the: Iéan Infantty near S. ELIA. Reconnaissance for an area
into which the company would miove began in the early morning but by darkness
the party had not returned. ~The move was postponed until the following day.

28 JANUARY 1944‘

Reconnalssance aud mlnesweeplng were Company. A's prlnc1pel missions dur-
ing the day. ‘A road branching from the main road parallel to the river one
and a quarter miles north of §. ANGELO was checked for mines from the jdmction
to the river approaches.- The road was found to be in fair: condltlcn. Further
minesweeping was done: in the vicinity of CACCIOLI and as far north as the ASCENSIONE
CREEK where a brldge had been blown, . s

About 0600 hours Company B moved to join the léan Infantry near S. ELIA.
The company travelled approximately thirty eight miles by truek but due to the
mountainous terrain the entire movement could not be made by ‘vehicle and the
remainder had to be made on ‘foot. Upon arr1v1ng, a Squad was dlspatched to
support the Infantry 1n thelr operatzons. : :
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Mine detector parties from Company C swept trails for the various 143rd
Infantry battalions from their respective biveouac areas to the RAPIDO RIVER.
No mines were reported as being found during these operations. The remainder
of the Company C repaired and gravelled roads in areas approxlmately three
miles south and southeast of S. ANGELO.

29 JANUARY 1944:

Two squads from Company A began at as many points to clear mines from
proposed foot trails to the RAPIDO RIVER. One squad began its work about a
mile north of §. ANGELO and the other squad started near the junction of ASCENSIONE
CREEK and the RAPIDO RIVER. No sooner had those squads begun this work than the
enemy opened up with machine guns from the far side of the river. With the fire
persisting the missions could not be completed and the details withdrew. A
third squad from the company constructed wire defense positions from the north-
east tip of MT. TROCCHIO to ASCENSIONE CREEK.

One squad of Company B remained in support of the 1st Bn., 14Znd
Infantry. Relatively no work was performed by this squad and it was mainly a
matter of awaiting any engineer work that might develop. The Second Platoon of
Compnay B repaired a road leading to the command post of the 1420d Infantry
while the remainder of the company awaited developments.

The repair and improvement of roads iR the 143rd Infantry sector continued
to be Company C's assigonment. A large amount of rock and gravel were hauled and
spread in the worst places in the roads and a D-7 Bulldozer was used to spread
it as well as widen the road at several locations. A shovel was procured
for loading the gravel which greatly facilitated and expedited the work,

30 JANUARY 1944:

Improvement of the various roads and trails continued to be the tasks
of Companies A and €. 1In addition to four truckloads of gravel being placed along
a road to the south from MI. TROCCHIO, Company A constructed a by-pass around a
small culvert in the Battery "B'", 155th Field Artiliery area which was bivouacked
near S, LUCIA, After the by-pass was completed, fourteen loads of gravel was
hauled and spread by a bulldozer along this road. Further repairs were made
to the 14lst Infantry supply road one mile northwest of S. LUCIA which included
laying about seventy-five feet of corduroy poles, filling two bomb craters and
removing several trees which had fallen across the road. Company C's road main-
tenance was confined to the area three miles south and scoutheast of 5. ANGELO.
At some locations gravel was used to improve the beaten condition of the roads.
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With the exception of a squad of Company B which had been previously
attached to the lst Bn., 142nd Infantry, the remainder of_thezcompany moved
forward after darkhess and went ifnto bivouac at the base of MT. BELEVEDERE.
Shortly afterwards :, the company command post was sub;ected to ‘an hour and
fifteen minutes artillery barrage. Several of the men were caught in the barrage
but only two casualities were sustained. Private Raymond M._Feazell was wounded
by shrapnel which penetrated his left Ieg below the knee-and Private First Class
John R. Owenby sustained minor wounds in the back of the right thigh. Fortunately,
the shell fragment which struck Private Owenby had lost most:of its momentum
whent it hit him and resulted only in a minor laceratlon.3 ;gn-,.

31 JANUARY 1944:

Approximately five hundred and fifty yards of concertina wire was placed
by Company A.. Two huindred yards were placed along ASCENSIONE CREEK to the
front: of the. 6th Infantry, one hundred and fifty yards to- the “front of the
141st Infantry in the vicinity of COLLEGRANCE and two hundred: yards in the
vicinity of LA PIETA. Fourteen loads of gravel were placed on a“by-pass in the
Battery A, 155th Fleld Artillery area mear S. LUCIA. Heavy artillery fire was
experienced by a detail which cleared an area for mines about a‘mile east of
3. ANGELO. Desplte the artlllery fire, no casua1t1es were sustalned.

The f1r5t squa&.of:thejFlrst Platoon frum-COmpany B'remalned.w1th the
1st Bn., 142nd Infantry to perform any engineer work required although its
activities were negllglble throughout the day. ' The Second Platoon of Company B
was engaged in improving foot trails up the east side of. MT. “BELVEDERE which
largely consisted of hand shovel work. The enemy-laid two artlllery barrages
over the area durxng the day, each lasting two hours. Durlng ‘those barrages,
S/sgt. Altus D, Griffin received a slight shrapnel wound in the stomach and
Private First Class Frank S, Plechsmid's left thlgh was penetrated by a shell
fragment although the wound was not serious.

The First and. Thlrd Paltoons of Company C each cleared a foot path
of mines in the vicinity of. 5. ANGELO. The First Platoon_cleared a path
twelve feet in width and five hundred yards long while the Third Platoon cleared
a path of the same with but five hundred yards in length.. No mines were found
on these locations but when ‘the Third Platoon had completed its ‘assignment and
moved to about seven hundred yards northeast of :5. ANGELO, ‘two Tellermines #2
and one box mine were removed although the mission had g¢f?béEn1Comp1eted at
the end of the day. In‘addition to the mine clearance performed by Company C,
the roads in the area three miles to the south and southeast of S. ANGELO
continued to require maintenance and this was likewise performed by the company
Gravel continued to be placed on thege roads to- f111 the’ deep ‘ruts and even
at the best in many ldcat1ons the roads could be ‘used only by "jeeps"
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5 March 1944
AG 314.7
Subjects Fistory of Organization
To : .Commanding Gemeral, 36th Infantry Division, AP0 #36, U S Army.

1. Harewith "Operatiops in Italy, February, 1944 - 1llth Enginser Combat
Ba’etalion" in septuple.

2. The following observations were made during opera:bions owored hy?the"
above-mantioned report.

a, Qperations Little change in operat:.ona over Any previous parioﬂf
was noted., Thth almost continuous rains obtaining, the major problem was in -
keeping supply routes in & state of repair regquired to permit necsssary krafficn
Although the Division front gradually diminished to the point that only one-
supply road and one mountain pack trail were in use, a large quantity of gr_av
and corduroy material was sxpanded in maintenance, Italian troops rapginmg o
from two hundred to three humdred in number were attached to the battalion dur- -
inz the momth. It was than fourd that employment of these twroops in the rear "t.’f’"’“ -
araas would be of more valus in close proximity of the front linss, e

b. Water cupplv, map supply and Enginesr supply continued to be

normel throuzh the February opesrations,

QRAN C STOVALL
Major, 1llth Engiveer ¢ Bn ‘
Commanding -




OPERATIONS IN ITALY, FEBRUARY 1944

lllTH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION

1 FEBRUARY 1944

The month began w1th relatxvely little act1v1ty. Companles A and C re—-:;__
mained bivouacked ‘about two miles south of MIGNANO while Battallon Headquarters,
Headquarters and . Serv1ce Company ‘and the Medical Detachment: ‘were stationed about
three miles south of: MIGNANO “Company B had previously. JOlnEd the 142nd In-
fantry in support of 1ts operatlons East of CASSINO . . L .

With exceptlon of the Flrst Platoon of Company A the company remalned in
bivouac ant1c1pat1ng and. preparlng ‘for: some future operatlon.. ‘The First Platoon
was given a mine- clearlng ‘mission. Mines were cleared from two tralls joining
the main road parallel to ‘the RAPIDO RIVER east of ‘S. ANGELO:in a northerly di-
rection toward the riveri . ‘When the ‘mine clearing: partles were wzthln 200 yards
of the river an enemy patrol was encnuntered whlch forced the groups to w1thdraw.~

Thus far the englneer functlons ‘of Company B ‘had been negllgrble.- In ‘the
main, thls -company had ‘been -concerned with folIow1ng the’ Infantry forward as it
inched its way . along. ‘Just before dawn the company advanced up MT. BELVEDERE to °
a point near the top- and 1mmedlately dug in. Little time had lapsed after the
men of the company had. completed their foxholes when at 0900 hours the engmy
laid a heavy eoncentratlon ‘of artillery fire ‘over the area.’ -One shell exploded .
in the area occupled by the: ‘First-Platoon and lightly wounded five .men. = Sgt. George
M. Maclain sustained a; shrapnel wound near the ankle of the 1eft foat. Private
Charles T. Hinson was hit in the leg by a shell: fragment whlle Private Attilio:
W. Affuso was badly ‘bruised ‘and cut by rocks set in motlon as-a result of the ex—
plosion. - Private William H. Rohde suffered perforated ear. drums ‘as a result of -
the concuss1on,. Durlng another artillery barrage durlng the day, Sergeant Louis -
A. Mitschke and Private Clifford D. Martin were bruised and cut by rocks set .in
motion by, explodlng shells but ‘they were 1mmed1ate1y hospltallzed and later re-.
turned to the company near detachment area. : - : :

Company C's act1V1t1es were conflned to road repalrs*a d mine. sweeplng in
the vicinity of S. ANGELO. : The First Platoon flllEd shell holes and spread gravel
along a road three miles. southeast of S. ANGELO. A mine: clearlng party from the .
Second Platoon completed clearlng a lane of mineés from a point about three hundred
yards east of 5. ANGELO: west 'to the RAPIDO RIVER.:: This lane was approximately
twelve feet in width. Another mine ‘clearing party from the Thlrd Platoon placed
signs and tracing. tape around a mlnefleld seven hundred yards southeast of .5.
ANGELO. Ten Tellermines #3 were removed from thls mlnefleld of Wthh six were
booby trapped. : : : : i B




2 FEBRUARY 1944

The First Platoon of Company A returned after darkness to complete
clearing mines from two trails extending from the main road parallelling the
river to the RAPIDO RIVER. This mine sweeping mission was begun yesterday but
was interrupted by enemy patrols. Another mine sweeping party from the pla-
toon removed twenty eight Tellermines and two "S" mines on the north side of a
road junction about five hundred yards southeast of S. ANGELO. While this
latter party was attempting to cross the road fifty yards west of the junction
they were subjected to small arms and machine gun fire. During this action,
2nd Lt. Glendon D. Bowers was slightly wounded, receiving a slight wound from
machine gun fire in the left buttock. The Second Platoon's minesweeping party
removed twelve German Tellermines and nine box mines from an area north of the
road paralleling the RAFIDO RIVER one-~half mile southeast of S. ANGELO. A part
of those Tellermines did not have fuses, but most of them were buried beneath
the box mines.

The first squad of the First Platoon in Company B, which had been with
the 142nd Infantry, rejoined the company. The entire company advanced a half
mile towards TERELIE. Outside of this short advance the company's operations
were negligible. With the exception of one squad of the Second Platoon which
removed several Tellermines #2 and #4 two miles east of TERELIE, the company
dug itself in to afford as much protection against artillery action as pos-
sible. ' : .

It was another day of road repairing and mine sweeping for Company C.
The First Platoon worked throughout the day hauling and spreading gravel on
the toad bed three miles southeast of $. ANGELO. A minesweeping detail from the
Second Platoon was sent to check an assembly area five hundred yards east of
5. ANGELO for mines but none was found. The remainder of the Second Platoon
remained in bivouac during the day. A total of twenty-four mines were found
by parties from the Third Platoon while clearing a path to the Infantry positious
about 700 yards west of S. ANGELO. This total included Tellermines Numbers 2,3,
and 4 as well as box mines. On some of the mines a "W" adapter was used and
two Tellermines No. 3 were booby-trapped with "Zuzz" ignitors screwed into the
bottom, making the mines both anti-personnel and vehicle in nature. In one
case, a Tellermine #3 and one "S" mine were hooked together with a trip wire
using a pull type ignitor.

3 FEBRUARY 1944

Occasionally there comes a lull in operations when little is to be done.
Generally such was the case during the day with Company A remaining in bivouac
in anticipation of future operations. Although Company B was still attached to
the 142nd Infantry in its operations east of CASSINO, little more than digging
in after advancing another half mile towards TERELIE was accomplished.



The terrain in whlch Company B was operating precluded the use of more than a few
engineer hand tools and. exp1031ves but noteven this equipnient was ' requlred to

support the Infantry Although Company C's englneer functlons ‘was ‘not much’ more

than that of the. other “two llne companies, a road was gravelled ‘one and one~half
miles east of 8. ANGELO by the Second Platoon while:the First: Platoon hauled the .
gravel to the site. In addltlon, a crew of three men was furnlshed the 3rd Battalion
141st Infantry to serve as . guldes for Infantry pass;ng through a gap in a minefield.

1t might be well to mentlon that provigions. had been made for a quota of
personnel from the Battalion to attend the Fifth Army Rest Camp at CASERTA fou
a four day stay. Twenty=dne men from the Battallon were permitted. to enjoy
this privilege beglnnlng today and that number was amzcably prorated to the varlous
unlts. . : S . .

4 FEBRUARY 1944

Various road and brldge reconnalssances were conducted by Company A,
which particularly’ 1nc1uded reconnolterlng a road from its gunctlon with Highway
No. 6 to MT. TROCCHIO. At the ‘same time reconnaissance parties were on the .
lovkout for a new blvouac area in the vicinity of CERVARO.:  Later. 1n the day N
three loads of gravel were. hauled and spread along the road earlxer reconn01tered;

Almost w1thout a moments resplte the anemy contlnued 1ts artlllery barrage -
over Company B's area through the twenty-four hour: peraod. “The company was not
assigned a mission, durlng thls p2r10d but it could be well: sald ‘that: its
employment was steady’ 1mprov1ng its foxholes only to leave them later in the :
evening when it advanced about two miles in face ‘of the barrage.. Upon arrival
at MT. CASELLONE (Hill: 771), ‘about one half mile southwest ‘of \CAIRO, the same
job of providing shelters was. to be renewed, Desplte the fierce ‘action of the
enemy only four casualties were sustained. Technician Grade'5 Joseph H. Pohl re-
ceived a small cut on the back of the neck from shell fragments. Private Charles
E. Teramano suffered wounds in ‘the legs form shell fragments and: flylng stones
set in motion by the explod;ng shells. . . e : o

The Battallon Command Post together with the operat1ng of the S 1, §5-2°
and 5-3 Sections and ‘a kitchen began moving in the: mornxug to ‘A’ new area about
one and one-half miles West. of S. PIETRO. The usual rain: accompanylng ‘every ‘move
was not m1351ng ‘buta. larger part ‘of the tentage had been set’ up:and the command
post put in order before it: began._ At the same time a fifteen man ‘mine elearlng
detail from Company C was searehlng ‘an adjacent area prlor to the company s
arrival. R Ll : P S




5 FEBRUARY 1944

Besides a few mxscellaneous missions which did not engage the entire
company, Company A still stood by. A bulldozer was used to improve a parking
lot for Division Headquarters at CERVARO while a second bulldozer assisted
the 155th Field Artillery Battalion by pulling a gun into position for Battery
"B" one-half mile southeast of S. LUCIA. A detail hauled one load of gravel
for each of four gun emplacements of this Battery. Four men were sent to search
a house for booby~traps prior to the l41lst Infantry occupying it for a command
post. No booby-traps were found but seven German box mines were removed.

Quite in contrast ﬁith yesterday, Company B experienced little enemy
artillery fire. A few stray shells fell nearby during the nlght but the
company was sufficiently dug in to evade injury.

By 1515 hours the company headquarters and the First Platoon of Company C

had arrived in a new bivouac about one and one-half miles West of S. PIETRO.
Shortly before sumset enemy planes approached the area which brought forth

a barrage from the anti-aircraft units nearby. A few of the shells from those
guns failed to explode in the air and fell in the company area, exploded and
lightly wounded three men. Private First Class Clyfton N. Jones and Private
John J. Malauskas and Roy E. Staton were lightly wounded by the fragments.

With only the Battallon Supply Section remaining in the area. three miles
south of MIGNANO, the remainder of Headquarters and Service Company as
well as the Medxcal Detachment moved to the area occupled by the Battalion
Headquarters. :

6 FEBRUARY 1944

Headquarters and Service Company, Company C and the Medical Detachment
had no more than unloaded their trucks at the new bivouac one and one-half
miles west of 5. PIETRO when another move was to be made. The Second and
Third Platoons had just joined the remainder of Company € in time to move again.
After travelling eight miles by truck these companies oecupied an area about
four miles East of CASSINO overlooking the river and the town. Late in the eve-
ing Company A moved to a new area about one mile southeast of CERVARO, arriving
at about 2000 hours.

Although Company B still remained in support of the 142nd Infantry it was
only a matter of remaining in foxholes or otherwise seeking protection against
occasional artillery fire. From its vantage point on MT. CASELLONE was witnessed
an air raid on CAIRO by eight enemy planes.
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7 FEBRUARY 1944

Although” Company "A" moved yesterday to a new area, a certeln amount of
equipment and supplies:still remained in its 01d area. A larger part of this
consisted of corduroy poles Whlch was hauled up . to the forward englneer dump
during the day. .

For Company : "B" the frontllne conditions remalned somewhat the same.j.3
Grim diversion: durlng the dey ‘was afforded by the: spectacle of a double_ o
strafing and bombing attack by the’ enemytnchIRO._ 'Adding much to the morale — .
were the clean socks whichwere carried up to those troops a 'well as a few-"'
"B" rations to supplement the "C“ and "K" ratlons.“;; SR

Whlle a mine clearlng party “from Company "C" was searchlnggan area near
S. VITTORE for mines, four "S" mines and several German Tellermines with pull
ignitors were removed. At the ‘same time this company conducted road reconnais~
sance from the RAPIDO RIVER three~quarters of a m11e north of M VILLA to -
CAIRO. L . S :

The area into which the various companies had moved into yesterday was
under the direct observatlon of MONTECASSINO which the enemy reportedly used -~
as an observation post. The olive groves in which the bivouac had been made
afforded cover but ‘there was utter lack of concealment. A51de from the . few -
details employed durzng the day, the greater part of the work conszsted of
digging 1n. ' : S : :

8 FEBRUARY 1944

Relative 1nact1v1ty whlch was to mark the sueceedlng days began. Although
several missions were. accompllshed there was none of any- great 51gn1f1cance. _
The change of the D1v151on boundarres ‘was to gradually see it squeezed entirely' :
out of the operatlons by unlts on either flank.  This procedure likewise narrowed _
down the ‘amount of. englneer work’ requ1red by the battalioni A detail from
Company "A" hauled three loads of - ‘corduroy poles form S. LUCIA to the company
bivouac. Antoher detail was. engaged in improving a road form. Hrghway No. 6 to
the command post of ‘the 141st Infantry at LE PASTINELIE whlch work consisted
primarily of filling and dra1na1ng the roadbed by use of plcks and ‘shovels. .-Still
ancther detail mlneswept a: road from the RAPIDO RIVER at a p01nt Just north of
M. VILLA to one-guarter:of a mile southeast of CAIRO. Even in:the early morning
the company felt the ‘effects’ of. enemy artillery action whloh was to- ‘recur frequently.
Although the enemy 's main’ effort was directed at CERVARO, qulte often shells missed
their mark and came in close’ prox1m1ty of the company areai A’ truck was sllghtly
damaped at 0100 hours when two shells ‘landed in the company”motor pool._

The rear detachment of Company "B" had remalned 1n an ‘area thtee mlles south
of MIGNANO throughout the moves the remainder of the oompany as well as the bat~
talion had made.  Today: this: ‘detachment was moved ' forward ‘to the battalion area
and immediately begun preparlng the bivouac for the companyshould 1t be wlthdrawn
from support of the: 142nd Infantry. : .




Late in the afternocon the First and Second Platoons were released and after
walking from MT. CASELLONE to CAIRQ they entrucked and were brought to the
company. After arr1va1 in the area a shell from an adjacent anti-aircraft gun
fell in the area and upon detonatxng lightly wounded Prlvate Thomas A. Cooney.

With the exception of unloading five truckloads forbridge.timber which
had been hauled from the battalion supply dump further to the rear, Company
C's employment was negligible, although every opportunity is: taken by each to
improve his foxhole or other shelter., Most of the work in the area immediately
surrounding CASSINO of necessity had to be performed after darkness. During
the night the First Platoon placed corduroy poles and built two small bridges
along a road one and one-half miles north of CASSINO. Durlng this work Tec. 5
Melvin J. Bunkers was serlously wounded when he stepped on a Schu-mlne, and
Corporal D. B. Mainerd was lightly wounded from the detonation. The enemy fired
upon the area with artillery during the evening and Private Winston Y. Roberts
was lightly injured when he fell off a ledge while seeking a protected place.

9 FEBRUARY 1944

At the end of the day a landing strip for the Division Artillery obser-—
vation planes had been completed at a point in a valley one miles west of
S. VITTORE by the Company A bulldozer. Extensive repairs were found necessary
by the Second Platoon when it began maintenance of a road from the RAPIDO
RIVER, three-quarters of a mile nmorth of M.VILLA, to one-quarters mile southeast
of CAIRO. A number of bomb craters pitted the road as well as trees which had
been felled along to block passage. Fortunately a stone wall parallelled the
road which provided part of the £ill necessary to level the worst places.

Only the Third Platocn of Company B remained detached, st111 remaining with
the 142nd Infantry., The other two platoons, having spent nearly two weeks with
the Infantry at the front were now given a chance to care for thelr equipment
as well as take advantage of the Quartermaster bath house.

Company C began the maintenance of roads about one and one-~half miles
North of CASSINO. Dikos on a canal in this area had broken thus flooding the
road. After these had been repaired before the road could be used corduroy poles
had to be laid as well as having to construct two culverts.

10 FEBRUARY 1944

A cold wind accompanied by rain added to the discomfort experienced from
enemy artillery shells flying overhead and landing in the locality. The Company
A bulldozer completed the landing strip for the Division Artillery observation
planes. The First and Second Platoons continued to 1mpr0ve the road between
M. VILLA and CAIRO which was begun yesterday.
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During the course of thls work a barbed wire entanglement across the road at a
point one-half mlle southeast ‘of CAIRO was removed and the.area swept for .
mines but none was found The Thlrd Platoon's mission comprlsed ‘the improve- -
ment of a road from 5. VITTORE to CERVARO along ‘the south side fo MT. LA -
CHALARA which was no more than pick and shovel Work requlred to. f111 the ‘holes
and improve the drainage. Durlng the day the Flrst Platoon was alerted ‘to
assist the l4lst Infantry..,_ -

Another day was glven Company B, except a squad from the Second Platoon,
to rest and maintain: its. equ1pment. A fooxbrldge over .the: RAPIDO RIVER, -two - .
miles southwest of S, ELIA .was constructed by thlS squad and upon completlon. o
of the bridge pack mules could be crossed to carry supplles forward to the: troops
at the front. : : - : - S

The Second Platoon of Company C continued improvement on a section of road
one and one-half miles north of CASSINO. For this task. twenty~five trucks were
loaded with gravel and hauled to the site. The Third Platoon. of Company C failed
to detect enemy mines when it made a search of the 143rd Infantry reglmental
supply dump area one m11e north of CASSINO. S

11 FEBRUARY 1944

For the most part, the companles contlnued worklng on: detalls unflnlshed
from yesterday. ‘The Third Platoon of Company A provided contlnued improvement
on the road from the RAPIDO RIVER, one mile north of M.VILLA, to" one~quarter -
of a mile . southeast of CAIRO. Two squads of the First Platoon 1mproveﬁ a drain-"
age ditch CIOSSIng the road on the west side of: the RAPIDO RIVER, -a.mile north
of M. VILLA. A pack mule train. extendzng from ‘the 141st. Infantry command post,
at CAIRD south for a dlstance of one and a half miles was ‘serviced by two squads
from the First Platoon. “Upon ‘completion of the: latter. work the trall was in
suff1c1ent state of repalr to accommodate "Jeep“ trafflc. 2 L

Two reconnalssance partles from Company B were sent out 1n search of cor-
duroy material in the area north and south of CASSINO. ‘Each party returned
with approximately eight’ truckloads. A detail returned to the foot bridges
which was constructed yesterday two miles qouthwest of S. ELIA and constructed
hand rails. Heanwhlla, the Third Platoon remalned in support of the 142nd In- ~
fantry southwest of CAIRO :

"The road one. and one-half mlles north of CASSINO contlnued to be maintained
by the First and Third Platoons of Company C. This work consisted of maklng o
further fills, using rocks of a fence parallel to the road, and 1mprov1ng the
drainage ditches along the road ' B SEER :




While compamnies A and C awaited to fulfill their missions after darkness,
the First and Second Platoons of Company B spent the daylight hours cutting
corduroy material which was stored at the battalionm dump.  Still with the 142nd
Infantry, the Third Platoon maintained a "jeep” trail from CAIRO to MT. CASELLONE.
The work of the latter platoon consisted largely of making fills along the trail
and improving the drainage. Tec. 5 Larry (nmi) Westbrook, a motor messenger for
this platoon, was lightly wounded by flying stones when an enemy artillery shell
struck an abandoned house in CAIRO in which he had been staying.

After darkness Companies A and C moved out to perform their assignments.
The First Platoon of Company B began and completed the construction of a Class
30 Bailey bridge fifty feet in length across the RAPIDO RIVER one mile north of
M. VILLA. At the same time the Second Platoon cleared trees at the approaches
of the bridge and spread gravel. The entire Second Platoon was not used for this
task inasmuch as one squad was dispatched to maintain a supply trail for the l4lst
Infantry south of CAIRO. The road one and one-half miles north of CASSINO con-
tinued to present a maintenance problem to Company C. Earlier, the dikos
of a canal which had been broken were repaired to divert the flow of water down
the road bed but with intervening rain a stream of mire obtained.

13 FEBRUARY 1944

The Second Platoon of Company A continued to improve the mule supply trail
one and one-half miles south of CAIRO as well as repairing a culvert across a
drainage ditch parallelling the RAPIDO RIVER one mile north of M. VILLA. Later
in the day a mine sweeping party checked an area one~quarter of a mile east of
CAIRO and at the same time determined the suitability of gravel at that location
for use on roads. The Third Platoon spread gravel along the road from S. VITTORE
to CERVARO in addition to pick and shovel work on the road. '

A pack mule trail leading to the 142nd Infantry on MT. CASSELONE presented
maintenance requirements which were performed by a squad from the Second Platoon
of Company B, The remainder of the Second Platoon together with the First Platoon
spent the day augmenting the supply of corduroy poles. The Third Platoon still
remained with the 142nd Infantry, and along with some ninety Infantry replacements
carried rations and ammunition to the forward elements of that unit. buring their
difficult, dangerous climb up the mountain, an enemy artillery barrage trapped
them. Private First Class Joseph (nmi) Romany was wounded when a piece of shell
fragment severely lacerated his left heel.

Aside from the D-7 Bulldozer from Company C which comstructed a road to the

bivouac area and gun positions of Battery B, 133rd Field Artillery, the remainder
of the company remained in bivouac throughout the day.

-8~



14 FEBRUARY 1944 :

Without any unusual occurrences dur1ng the day, the main task remalned
to be maintenance ‘and 1mprovement of various roads and trails. A detail from
Company A completed mark1ng a road from one mile ‘north of M, “VILLA, to a short
distance southeast of CAIRO.: Seven truckloads of" gravel were. hauled by the Third
Platoon for the roadway around the south side of MT LACHIARA, while the Flrst
Platoon contlnued to repalt a road between M, VILLA and CAIRO.; - =

With exceptlon nf the Third Platoon from Company B attached to the 142nd
Infantry, the. company ‘employed. the day cutting c: srduroy poles andd tying them
into mats although the ‘company . bulldozer did a851st in ‘the: constructlng of a road
for the 132nd Field Artlllery -Although the Thlrd Platoon 3 operatlons were of
little significance during the day, late in the’ evening after the men had a some-
what settled for the night on the forward slope of MT. CASELLONE, a few enemy
artillery shells were fired at random into the area. One shell hit directly in
the slit trench bccﬁpiedaby Private Willis B. BeIl'and'he7met'ihstant death.

In Company C only the Thlrd Platoon left the tavouac durlng the course
of the day. This platoon reconnoitered and made minor repairs . to a road one
and one-half miles north of CASSINO, including repairs to:a culvert and filling
in a few shell holes._'3~n. TP I I S

15 FEBRUARY 19&4

The Spectacular event of the month occurred durlng the day. Frdm'almOSt
any p01nt in the bivouac occupied by the battalion could be seen the ancient -
Monastery of MONTECASSINO overlooking the town of CASSINO. Much bitter fighting
had been. centered around this point which was belng used ‘as ‘an “chservation post
by the enemy.. At ‘0940 hours:the first wave of bombers came over the Monastery
and dropped its bombs cnly to be" ‘followed by: four more Waves ‘inthe day. Im-
mediately after: each wave of planes had bombed the area artlllery aerlal bursts
covered the area to hlnder the enemy attemptlng escape._gl_:: '

Act1V1t1es of the companles were confined to road malntenance and reconnaissance
Company A conducted a reconnaissance of the dam located one mile ‘Southwest of
S. ELIA on the south side of ‘the RAPIDO RIVER.: The Flrst Platoon Company ‘A main-
tained the mule tra;l usad by -the ‘1415t Infantry about - one and ‘one~half miles
south of CAIRO. Slgns ‘were placed along the road from a point threewquarters of
a mile north .of M. VILLA to:a junction one-quarter of a mlle southeast of CAIRO. -
The sides of this- road were‘also taped and drainge 1mproved “Meanwhile the’ Thlrd
Platoon . continued its work on a road to the south of MTUTA CHIARA by haullng _
rock to be used .as: flll, b351des the necessary details’ nece551tated in the company
area, ompauxes B and C remalned in bivouac throughout the day..- : S




16 FEBRUARY 1944

Little change in operations was seen during the day. In the most part it
was a matter of keeping check on roads that had recently been repaired to see
that their condition was sufficient to maintain the traffic. 1In addition,
more corduroy poles were cut and hauled to the supply dump. -

1t was anticipated that the battalion would be relieved within the next
few days, therefore reconnaissance was made in the ALIFE area for new bivouac.
Late in the day Company A was instructed to move to the rest area the next day.

17 THROUGH 26 FEBRUARY 1944

It has been mentioned before that gradual relief of the Division from the
line proportionately diminished the amount of engineer work. The Division sector
dwindled to about one and one-half miles between the 17th and 26th of the month
and only one road and one supply trail remained to be maintained.

Even with Company A being relieved and moving to an area about two miles
south of AILANO the repairs on the road and supply trail to the front amot suf-
ficient to nearly require the full time employment of Company C and Company 3B,
whose Third Platoon remained attached to the 142nd Infantry until the 20th. ~The
task of up keeping these routes was alternately accomplished by those two com-
panies. Although there was daily anticipation of those remaining troops being
relieved, a supply of road building materials such as corduroy poles was steadily
obtained to compensate for the comparatively small daily expenditures.

Late in the afternoon of the 22nd while the Second Platoon of Company B
was returning to bivouac after having beenemployed during the day repairing a
quarter mile sectiom of the supply road at a point about one and half miles
east of CAIRO two casualties were sustainad. 2nd Lt. Omar E. Fortier, the Platoon
Commander, and Private First Class Vernon B. Bright was wounded when the enemy
laid down an artillery barrage along the road. Lt. Fortier was seriously
wounded in the arms, chest and face, while Private Bright suffered a light wound
in the middle finger of the right hand from a shell fragment. Slightly earlier
in the afternoon, Tech. 5 Melvin E.Hamby of Headquarters and Service Company was
lightly wounded by shell fragments as he drove a gasolime truck along a road
in the vicinity of CERVARO. ‘ ’

Only Company C, the Medical Detachment and a small detachment from Head-
quarters and Service Company, consisting of the company headquarters and the 5-3
Section, remained in the CASSINO area after the 24th. Company B and what remained
of Headquarter and Service Company began their move in the morning to the AILANO
area and closed in bivouac shortly after noon. The 26th of February found Company
C withdrawn and bivouacked with the battalion in an area about two miles south
of AILANO where a period of training was to replace actual combat.

10
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At this time the Engimeers began the harzardous task of removing epnemy land
mines, Vhile working in the CISTSRNA-VEILETRI section of the APPIAN WAY, the
Third Platoon of Company "' was confronted with and removed, nine No., 4 Teller
mines two and ong-half miles southemst of VELLETRI. During the 27th Tec 5
Wolton W, Bla-~den, 39098860, Smith River, California, of Company "C" was lightly
injured, when the bulldozer he was operating struck a mime.

Company "BM" with the 143rd Infaniry Regiment proceeded to move forward in
an attempt to take the highlamis to the east and north of VELIETRI. This men-
guver was hampered by inbtense enemy barbed wire entanglements whioch the mBmbers
of Company "3" remved, At the same time Company "C" accompanied the 143rd
Infantry Regimnt in a frontal assault along hichway #7 on the last strong-point
before Rome, Since hipghway #7, the APPIAN WAY, was the main supply line to the
front, and being under constant observation, Cermmn Artillery kept the suround=-
ing area literally peppered with shells. It wasg Compsny "C" who filled the shell
holes in the roal., Company "C", also, removed forty Tellermims No. 4 and fif=-
teen Teller mines No. 2 on a road seven miles North east of CISTERNA. s

May 28, 1944 was, more or less, & day of rest for the 1llth Engineers.

Since the battle for VELIETRI was momentarily stalemated, the engineers had only
to check aress for mines, All three companies drew their assigmnments, but neither
found any mines, ' '

o _

Companies "A" and "B" moved northward on the 29th of May,1944. Company
"A" kept constant liamison with their combat fteam during the entire day, Ow
souad of Company "A" clearad & road of mimes and kept the vital traffic moving.
As soon as Company WR" was sottled in their new area, the secoml Platoon was
oalled upon to lay a defensive road block northwegt of VELIETRI.

The mission was, perhaps, the most successful of the early stages ol thae
campaicn, It accounted foa 1 Tiger tank, 1 Armored Scout Car, 1 truck, 3 motor-
oycles, and 1 bicycle the sam day. Ensmy machime~zun {ire drove the first
Platoon of Company "C" as they were sweepin; for mines 2 miles south of VEL-
IETRI, Company "C" had misfortume all through theday, for the Seocond Platoon
was also driven dway from their road repair mission when enemy artillery fire
drove them to covear, The Third Platoon, however, did complete their mission,
They wore attached to task force, "C', and with the D~4 angle~dozer repaired a
vital supsly route 25 miles southwest of VELIETRI, ITALY.

[ R T —
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May 30, 1944 aaw the first caaualtias 1ni‘1101:ed on the ba.‘ata.lion in the
present campaign,’ Sﬂrgeant Tilliem J Jovwes, 16062631, Flint, Michigen and =
Private Julio DeVinoantis, 33273330, New Castel, Pa., of company "a" received
' 1ight wounds, The wounds were light enough, ‘however, ’c;hat the men were not
kept for: duty. It was ‘a clear night., 4 detall was o go into no mans J.and
to repair a blown bridge, Within 25 yds' of the span, the ensmy opened up: :
- ~with'amall arms fire, Though a &aspera‘he atbempt was m&e, the miggion was not .
completed,” Af'bar being driven away from & mine sWeeping mission by small arms =
fire, the F:lrat Platoon of Company "C" retaliated by comtructing a large app-
roaoh ‘to a water point 4 miles south of VELIZTRI. Company "C"rs Third Pla{:non,
alter comple‘&ing $heir mire clearing mis sion, ‘attompted ‘to push atill further
forward, but mrs ‘so0n. stoppad vhan asll hell urolca 10058. SmalJ_. E-lrm nnimr'&ar
fire foroed tha engmsers to saek safe‘cy. _ ConanEn ST '. L '

" The- oloae of ‘che S mun‘!:h saw e ba’etﬂion :i.n i‘bs ful]saat glory. “The ‘ba‘t‘hiﬂ
for VELIETRI was incraﬂaing in. m‘hansity. Ve “wars stoppad .gald "the enemy,
~ 'Bpemy fire kep‘b our sole supply lime in ocomtent danger. Fox holes were in need
-.of ‘supplies, ‘The newly orpanized reconnaissance. section with the ald of thé B-3
. Section sew possibilities of an alternate 1ife line. Company “B" wWith one Pla— .
~.“toon from Company "A" set to wcrk with men-and ulldozer and out their war '
‘through the treacherous terrain, The job was: hazardous, irﬂeed, singe emsmy -
snipers ke pt- piok:l.n ‘away &% the struggling. angmaara. In a ghort time sunpla.es
were pouring throush the new route. As was expeocted, 'bhe enemy was thken aback
. apd = VELIETRI, the ‘1lagt Germm strongpoint before Rame, fell,- Dirty, aweat:.ng,
_-unshaven engmeers smiled" bacavsa they knew their ;jnb Was zmt :Ln vain.. '
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OPERATIONS IN ITALY, MAY 1944 -

111TH ENGIFEER COLBAT BATTALICN

May 21, 1944 was another day to bs remembered by the members of the 111th

Engineer Combat Battalion, At 1900 hours that day, the battalion embarked from

Neples, Italy, for the Angio-Nettuno Beachhead, New experiences were in stors
for the "Bridgers™ as they stapped off the L,3.T. at Anzio at 0700 hours that
morning of the 22 of May 1944, The advance party selected a bivouas site in
heavily wooded area just three miles Bast of Nettuno, With utmost oamouflage
precantion, the battalion remaired on the alert awalting combat aseignments,

¥ay 23 saw the reforming of combat teams. Companies "A" and "B" were
atiached to Infantry Rogiments 141st gnd 142md respectively. These battle
geasonsd combat teams waited in readimess to push through the 3rd Infantry
Division past CI3TEINA aml on the CORI with Company "C" of the battalion and
the 143rd Infantry Regimert in reserve, All were awaiting the dreaded "g" ¢
hour =-- it never cams. Instead the Blue aml White of the 3rd Division pushed
past their objective, The momsntum of their drive on CISTERNA ocarried them
through CORI and into the highlands behimi the Italian Villa,

All during 24 May 1944, 24 hour liaisons were maimbained between the
Enginesr ocompanies and their respotive Infantry Ropiments, Bach Compeny, "aAW,
"g" apd "CY, were in oomstant readimess to move in support of the Infamtry
gshould the "Doughhnys" ba suddenly comnitted into combat. During this time the
bulldozers were in cordtanmt opsration diz-ing gqun emplacements for our famed
Artillery wnits,

Under covor of welecomed darkness, the entire battalion moved to a mew area
two miles east of CISTERNA. It was at this time, May 25, 1944, thet Company
1o" became attached 4o the 14 3rd Infantry Rerimsnt 4o form a third Divisional

sombat taam. o

May 26, 1944 the 143rd Infantry Regiment with Cdmpé.ny "C" moved to an
arag Tive milas north east of CISTERNA, ITALY. The ai-ht they witnessed there
was chastly. BEnemy dead clutiteared up the sntire country-side given off a
stench which only the combat soldiers ean tear, From this point on weokrew
that victory was inevitable since the fleeing Jermans we L. t0 leave ba-
hind their egquipment alony with their dead =l woumnle \5\‘\0 i
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OPERATIONS IN FRAWCE

1117TH ENGINEEX GOMBA'I‘ BﬂTALION

. B AWET 1044

w o

Prior to the invasion of Jouthern Frame the thrae lettered companies of -
the battalion were attached 4o the three Iinfantry combat teams of the 36th
Infantry Division for the operation. Company "A" was attached %o the l4lst

o Infantry Regiment, Company "B® to the 142nd Infantry Regimsnt and Company "C®
to the 143rd Infantry Regiment. In addition to the egquipment rormally oarried
by an engimer company, esoh was furnished a complste water point with opera-
ting personm]l from Headquarters ani Servioe Company of the battalion as well
as three medical aid men from the Medical Detachment. ©On 12 August 1944, Com-
paniez "A" and "GP sailed firom the outer NAPLES, ITALY harbor with their re-
speotive combat teams, while Company "B" asailed with.the 142nd Infantry Regi-
ment on 18 August 1944, with Headquarters ani Service Company and the Medieal
Detachment sailing on the same date but loading on a different boat. Each .
compeny loft a portion of its persomnel and equipment to follow on later con- .
voys. The bulk of the follow-up equipment consisted of prime movers and trailerd
for the bulldojsers and portable shower squipment along with the battalion Per-
sonnsl Seotion, This squipment was lapded on D ¥ 20. -

The following is a irief summary of the asesigmments whioh were given to
each of the companies for immsdiate exeoution subaequent to the invasion of
Souwthern Franoeg .

Company “A."g To clear, mark and repair roads and bridges in the regimntal . -
oombat team Zone of Astion for ons-way traffio. Ratablish )
roed blomks at threa poinmts in the vieinity immediately i
northweat of GRASSE, FRANUE, BEstablish and place into oper-
ation a water point on the BIANUGON RIVER approximately ten
milss gorth of AGAY, FRANCE. To be prapared to combat
foreat fires,

Company "B"y To clear, mark and repair roads and bridges in the regimental
e combat team Zons of Actlon for oms-way traffio. RHatablish
road: blooks in the vieinity of flve miles east of DRAGUINAN,
FRANCE, in addltlon to the use of hasty minsfields and pre-
para.tion of Mridges for demollition in the combat team area.
To be prepared to oombat forest f:),roa.

-] -




Cm@any “G"s To oloar mims, -mark a.nd rapsir ros.ds and 'bridges in 'bhe S
- ‘regimental combat team Zome of Action. To improve roals .
7 ini¥ially for ome-way tru.ffio, later improving for two= ;
Y way traffio. Establish road blocks in the vioinity of six
. miles northeast of FREJUS, FRANCE anl. opara.te a ntcr poiuk
'r'iin the vioinity of FREJUS F’WE."- . _

The 18t Bn. s 3441:11 Engimar Regimnt (Gs), togsthar -.-w!.th" a platoon of '&a

B78%h Englnser Bridge Company and a section of the 6617th Rnginser Mine Clearing

‘Company wers attached to the division under the oontrol of the Division Engimser. . .

" The former umit aucompanieﬁ +the battalion . for several: days- after the invasion -
" ‘whereas the latter was divided into two. groupa which sooo@anied the two leading

infantry regimemts making the first laniings. The 1st Bn., 344th Enginser Regl-

ment (G8) was assigned the task of minta.ining Highway Noe. 98 to the Bast anl .

~~ Weat of Green Baach to the extent of the division toundary. This task was o . -
" 4irolnde Sweeping both sides of the road for mimes for. a width of. 'hnnty feot, ?
A8 a saoonﬂary mi.auion, Highway No. 7 to.the mrthoaat and mr&hweat of mms, -
' FRAWB was to bo improved for Claas 40 traﬂ‘:lc. : :

hn:iings oi‘ "I:ha lat:tarad ooxqmﬂoa mra maﬁo ’wlthout :imid ent. cummy -

Hea.dquartsra and the 2nd and 3rd Platoons of Con@any MA" lanmied on Green Deach -
- rmar DRAMIDNT, FRANCE ‘at 1200 hours on 15 August, 19t4, Thews two platoons re-
- maired with the 141at Infantry Kegimnt prepared %o gi'vs eng:lmor support %o
" ‘the advamce, bsing jcinad at 2000 hours by the landing of the 1lst Platoon of. %ha
* company, A D=7 Bulldoger from Company TA" assisted the shore engimers in the
" gonstruotion of a roal from the beach to the main oauﬁal highway at DRAMONT, -
'This sam ‘bulldorer later construoted e land:lng strip ors mils northwest of AGAY,
" FRANCE for uss by artillery obssrvation plames, Tw Tellsrmims 44 wre. remd
by Company "A" while clearing a'lans from the maln besoh rosd ome mile north of
" ABAY, FRARCE 4o & point on the AGAY, RIVER. Reconnaissame by parties of cow'
L MAW neyepled two affeotive looa.tium for: road ‘blooks ten mles north of AGAY
R a.long Routs Ho. 1, _howavur ™ imad:!.ate prapa.ratiom for. blool:u mra mdo. SRR

The 1st Platoon f?compmy BN Janded on Gresn Beach at 1515 hours on 15

~Angust 1944 with the remainder of the company Telng Yanded withinthe fullowirg
“4wo:hours period. ‘The three lime platoons of the company. aocon@an:lu& the ..
~varfous battalion combat teams of the 142nd Inl‘anbr Regimant and at the ond of
. the day had reaohed a point ha.lf ‘way between AGAY a.nd CAWP GALLIENE, FRARCE..
"7 sembarkation of - Company "C® was dompleted by 2000 hours, With the sxseption
- of the 2nd Platoon which accomparied the 143rd Infantry Regimsnt along High- .-
-wey -No. 98, ‘the ‘company moved: by foot to an area ons and or®=half miles morthe

wost of BOULOURIS, FRANCE on 15 August: 1944. Cont:ac't: ms ma.inhaimd through-
out the day wli:h tho 143rd Inf‘antry Regimm:. : :
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A portion of Headquarters and Serviee Company and the Msdioal Detashment
of the battalion landed on Groen Beaoh a% 1800 hours on 15 August. Thess units -
moved inland a few hundred yards and prepared to bivomao for the night, awd$= . ..
ing the arrival of the company's transportation and equipment whioch had bsen . ' -
loaded on another ship and did not arrive until the afternoon of the following

day. Light enemy alr activity apgainst the beaches anl ships anohored in the T

bay was experiemced in the late evenming. A bomb from an epsmy plane siruck

an L.S.T. off shore at about 2100 hourmy, setting it afire, The ship drifted
inland and beached pear the company's bivowac. A group of voluntssrs from
Headquarters anl Service Company and the Medioal Detachment began the rescue of
mn aboard the landing oraft vho by that tim were gumping into the watarew
som? wounded, burned and others ln wild hysterim. 3%he ship was loadsd with
artillery ammunition vhich caused oocasional violent explosions, raining steel
fragments over: the entire area, This resow work was carried out by the growp
from 2115 hours %o 2400 hours without stopping. It is estimeted seventy five
men wore saved from drowning shile amother fifteen were removed from the water '
and treated for burns, wunds and shock, =~ = = '

8ix casualties ware sustained by the battalion during the first day of
operationsa, however only ome of that number was hospitalized, From Company "A",
lst L. Mwrray M. Mattleman, 0-1105021, hors address; 928 W. Duncanon Ave.,
Philadelphia, Pa, was 1ightly wunded in the right hip by a shell fragment;
Privats Brwin D, Knuth, 36218183, home address; Milwaukee, ac,., was lightly
wounded in the left arm by & barbed wire entaglemsnt; Private First Class
Charles A. Simpaon, 36147354, home addresss 5443 N. Saginaw Bd, Flint, Mioh.,
¥ae lightly wounded in both hanis by shell fragmeuts, while Priwte David C. o
Wray, 34038460, homs addreass Box 189, Bessemsr City, N. C., Was Hghtly wounded -
by & shell fragment in the right hand, From Company "G" Private Pirst Class =
Btephen J, Sinchak, 35276660, home addresss 2152 Waterbury Road, Lakewood, Ohio
was injured by breaking his right instep during an eremy air reid. Teo 6 Jamss
C. Cave, 38038257, homp addresss Rt, #7, Box 972, Tyler, Texas, from Headquarters
and Service Company, Was lightly wounded on the head by a stons set in motion by
an explosion, - ’ L e -

The 14lst Infantry Regiment, to vhich Company "A" was attached, was imitially
given the mission of proteoting the right flank of the Division. Inasmwh as
thers wore no friendly iroopa %o the right of that unit, a considerabls number
of road blocks wore mscessitated, A total of twmiy-eight road hlocks wers pre- -
pared in the vielnity of AGAY by Company "A" on 16 and 17 August. Thres mn .
wore left to guard each block by the company until 21 August 1944 when the pro-

Tectlon of the right flank was assigmd to parachute troopa.
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..'mbo a rapldly mving offensive, marked by & aumparatiﬂly small wwownt of engle

& fow hours in the mrning of 18 Auguss cles.rzng detess ffom the port tow,
~ until such tise as relief from this work was effactsd by the 540th Snginser m;s.-'
ment, Each of ‘the ‘companis s continmd to rollow the Infm:ry regiments, pre- -

' through DRAGUINAN, DIGKE, SISTERON ARD ASFRES, “then west to CREST. At nrs.om |
" poinks, minor road i@ro'remnta and mine smoping wore ssoasioned, However,
‘only tw Tellermines Fo. 4 wers reported to have been. removed by any of the

_gan preparations for a 'byv-pua over a rltilrotd ‘tridge in the vieintty, Aded -

‘by ‘Frensh Indo~Chiness troops anl os.vilis.na, approximtaly six hundred feet of .

-single track railroad wers removed from the bridge and approashes,  Company "0" :
- ‘comtinted maimtenance of this: ridge through 21 Angust, leaving & platoon at the

‘site to non':inm the ‘lmrk until 24 Aug;urh man rel:l.sr ‘wus affactod 'by the Corps

lm:h nimr exupﬁom, opor:f:ions duri:g 'I:ha reminﬁer fjof A.ugus'k de'nloped

oer work. After the fall of ST. RAVHAEL, the 2nd Platoon of Company "C" epent

pared t6 give sngimmer aupport. 0n 16 August, Shils in FREJUS, the 3rd Platoon - _ _-._;ﬂ_
of Company "B" deatroyed oms ensmy 40mm and: rotr 20mn' mti-airorm guns anl &

“largs’ quantity ot'emmy mnﬂ'kion for theao guns dtring ..m_ emny conntora.ttmk
_on the to’vm. B _ _ G _

B/Sgt Au‘tn'ey'!!?- J‘etor, 2081796 2, hos:a :-&ddmsas R‘h '1,"-.Gmenvi110, .Tu:al

and Private Richard W. Conrsd, 13115524, home addresss: 7951 Cedartrook 8te, . -
" "Philadelphia, Pas, both from. GOmpany *c“ were seriously wunded in the’ mrntxg’
“of 16 August by ensmy mohi_na gun fire 'lhile cheoking an epemy Toad block on
. 'Highway No. 98 about ons and ome-half miles west of BOULOTRIS, FRANCE., Private =
- Cozrad 1a{ur diod or uotm&u on 17 Augusf: nhila aboard al:ip em'entc 'bo ITAI.I. RS

Un'ti.l M August ﬁxe a,dvamo bad buen geneany fron !'RKJ!IS to 'H:o north”

companies of the battalion betwean the period 15 August to 24 Augnst nnl ﬂmio T
mre I‘ounﬂ on 15 A gmt mar AGA'!' by compnny "A" : _

: Tbn snamy'hadi_demliuhad a suspemian bri&ge across _;ﬂu_“nmz RI'VEH -outh .
of SISTERON, ‘Company "C" arrived at this looation on the 20th of Angust and ‘bu- :

Rngimea-. S

‘ﬁith the exoepf::lon or Go@s.ny tpn and one’ pls.toon fron Co:many "c" thioh
mved as far north as GAP, on the way to. GHENOBIE, on22 Avgust the ‘battalion -
mved wostward from ASPH% “toward the REOIE VALLEY 4n the vicinity of CREST,
Cofipany "B* later moved to PUY ST, MARTIN, near CHEST, on 25 Angust after having .
previously prepared. h'idges for domoli.tion southwe st of BUIS LES BARCAING and
exscuted three ruad blouka inthe vicinﬂ.‘by nf ROSAHS and -L-uo blooka mar FYONS.
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" at the time, but throughout the day some direct fire weapons and air bursts =
_ were comsentrated on the area of the 1st Platoon of Company ®A%. The fire later

REE

The platoon from Company "C" shioh had accompanied the Infantry to the GRENOHLE
violnity returned to the company on the aftermoon of 25 Angust, o

On the afternocon of 23 August, Headquartere and Service Company, the
Medioal Detachment, Company "A" and oompany heaiqusrters md one platoon of: .
Company "C"™ moved from near CREST into an assembly area about ons wile Ragt;
of MARSANHE, It was plamned that ons platoon from Company "A" would procssd’
% a point above MARSANHE on the REONE RIVER and with the help of soms fifty
Fremh partisans destroy a bridge across the river, thereby depriving'the = '
enemy the use of the bridge in his withdrawal, However, after reconnsissamse 1%
was determined that the epsmy held this territory in %oo great = strength, and
the mission could mot be accomplished on the night of 24 Angwst. During the
afternoon of 24 August, reconnsissance for a defensive position on the ROVBIOE.
RIVER in the vicinity of DONLIEU, FRANCE w,s condmoted and aftor darkness a.

compoeite company oonsisting of Company "A", less om platoon, axl ome platoon

/from Company "G" with a provisional platoon from Headquarters anl Service

Company, unler the commenl of Cepteln Warren W. Amlaod, homs ldresss Grambs . -

Pass, 0re., organised a defensive position on o three thousani, five hundred
‘yard froxt. This position was orgamized with the lat and 2nd Platooms of =

‘Company “A" on the right flark west of the village of BOELIEU and adjoiming the .

14let Ixfantry Regiment, with the platoon from Company "0" 4o the loft ad ~
\dcrending the village, The provisional platoon from Heslquarters and Service
. Company ware remain in ressrve, Positions were organised with & series of -
squsd strong points consisting of one imchine gumn, bazcokas awd riflemen along
& line avoraging fow hunired yards from the river. Commmioations consisted
of telephones %0 eash platoon, rumers snd radic contact wWth the bat¥alion -
command posts Poslilons could not be organized in depth due to the lack of
troops and the low hill mmas south of the river which obstructed good ob=
eorvation ahsade The position was eatablished by midmight of 24 August and
patrola were senk out to ocomtaot friemily troops on the flarks, Comtact was
made and the remaivder of the night passed without irwident, L

A% 1000 hours on the morning of 25 August, ten Germans were reported on
a small hill quite some distance forward of owr positions, No oontact was made

drifted to the 2nd Platoon of the company amd onto the town. At 1600 hours i
Germeans were reporied to have entered BONLIEU bty infiltrating owr positions and
fluztingthe*&own.__ : T
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XILLED b mnom

Thiz foroe of aqurcximately one battali.on of enw 1n.fantrynna wore auppor'l:ed
by fowr Mark VI and oms Mark IV tanks. Fleros small arms fire followed, The -
majority of the ensmy wre squipped with maochins pistols and due to their auper-
dority in numbers our forces were compelled to withdraw approximately three -

hundred’ yards bshind the town and assume mther 1ive of deferws, The platoon .

of Company "C" gave way imtially whiok ‘made an organiuud withdrawa.l %o a ssoond
1ins most diffioult. This second 1ime was held for approximtely forty-five
minutes before it was again moessary to drop back another three hundred yards. -
‘The engagement continusd until about 1900 houra a:ﬂ reliaf was. 1a.tar effected by
abaf;talionuf infanhry. R Sl .

: A.a a result of the engagmmn'& of mm,mu FRANGE ux wn mre kj.llad, _
thres men wounded and tw officers and twnty-four: enlistod mn reported miu:lng
in aotion. Tha followin:, is a tabnlation cf 'hhe oasu&lﬂoa. =

fzume m&xss | ;cownﬁ

: ﬁ'oo 5 GEGRGE B mr SRR 33548129 - .;Forgu Rd, Mlari:on, 3. - H:8
.th 1o1 cHsRLEs r nmm‘ . 16082665 708 W. Jefferson, Co A
' R -t ]:.:;"'Detmit, Mohigan -
Pyt 101 vomm‘ B sxwpsmr J‘R 37077060  RR #%, Bon, Missonri Co A -
. Pvt lol EPHRAIM F m:'son 34016297 - Rt #1, COreenville, X. C. Co A .~
f Pvc JUSE]—H b.. CM;VARI 12038509 ~.35=26 100th Straet, - Co. 4
' . ISP Corom, Lo Io, X Yo : N Sl
32255551 j; 90 m:uaoa at., nemt:, .

mmmn :m'x:r Ns

ep1 TERRY M RIS 14045404 Rt 1. B’.la‘kely, oa

Teo 5 MALCOLM E. COX . - 33201415  RFD #1, Ama;:olia, . i

Pv‘b 1 01 F’RAHE 3 SZCEZESﬁY S 38321336 :_' 16256 W. Bomrth m. e
D I CER chicago, 111.

let Lt WIRRAY M. MATTLEMAN 0-1106021 928 W. Doncsmon Ave, Co A

I’hila.delphia, Pa.

201 Lt ROBERT P"'mms - 0"‘1113::155 .?93 spruoe Ava. Shnron. Pa.Co 4
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nm : BBRIAL HUMER
MI3SING IN mmmm (Con!:'d)
8/8g% m _J.__ BEATY 38035764
Sgt YILLIAM J. JONES 16062631
Cpl ROCCO RICH 35113914 Bo:arn, ?u
Teo 5 REX H, BADER 160628568 615 B.. mrﬁan at,
D 16dlan, Mche
Teo 6§ JOHN DODD 333251290 341 B, Godfrey Ave,
' S : Fhiladelphia, Pa, -
Too 5 LBON LEURA 59269169 . RFD Box 585. lbnrcrl
a . Galif
-~ Teo 5 PRILIP MAIOR 16082585 2125 W, lfspin .A.ﬁ,
S ) Flint, Mioche =~ o
Tec § BORVAL B, SPARKS 39256082 BPox BE, !'bnmra, ca.‘li.t'
Prt lol ROSARIO A. CTR 11063494 22 Mddle 8'&-. tnn.-
. ’ R. I' : ; o
Pvt lol .mss J. FICHOLS 34302935 Rt §1, Box 108. ﬂpraw,
. e o' -
Prt 1ol OTIS WATSON 35409629 RM 1, Byuvino, ohio.
Pvi 1u1 JOHK A. YAHIS 12087349 30 H. collogl 3“-‘” )
7 WewYork, L
Py GEHE smm:m‘ 38039709 6215 Demton Mw, allas, Co
Pvt Gmr L. Fomm 34686704 Fendor, Georgia = .- . -
Pvt MICHAEL J. GALLAGHER, SR. 1016433 1433 Tamarini Ave, - U0,
R 1os Angelu. Calif, oo
Prt CIOVIS C. HBLM 35872778 3420 Avanaton .h'o, )
' Cinoimmatl, Ohfo, . .. o
Pvt SAMOEL P. MIDDLETON 33483006 510 Buttomwod’ at., _

. ' - _ Borristown, Pa,. '
P+t JHHN D. PIERCE %41388505 Rt #1, &'uoe'kon, Tann. )
Pvi CHESTER I. HUKAS 33033720 163 Grant Ave, :

R Vandergrift, Ph
Pyt FRED J, SHEPHEED 33247614 EBmidh, Pa, :
'Pvt TALMADGE P. WALKER 1412485  Blythewood, 3. C. |
Pvt DAVID C, WRAY - 34038460 Fox 189, Buaomr c:liy.
o o N. cn .
Pvt GECRGE CACHORA 35163482 F& Tuma Resorvs.t:lon, s
R " Pt Tuma, Calif. /
Pvt ARTHUR M. BENDERSON 35416460

-7 -

ey Ay Seee SR Weay

Chaunoey, Ohio,
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‘several road blooks in the vieimity of MARSANWNRE, PUY 80, MARTIN andt mmc.

- FRAFCE on 29 Angust, Bovmvur, onsEy prossure preatly dimimished in hie -

: ,100.15.*&1 ani by 31 August, movement to the north hed proeudod as far as mma
“de PRAOE, FRANCE, with minor road ropuirs and by-passes being construsted dm:g
_the route by Companies "A" sni "C",  During the +ime Company "B" remained ﬁim

. the 142pd Infantry Regiment, 4w two-way fords were constrwted soross the =~
DROME RIVER ‘ot LIWOF and on the ALLEX-GRANE road. A tank~doger from Cmnpm '

.maxob-mmmm roud on 80 Augus&.

colonnl M.VID .!.. mom D-lzaio am Dopu'tmnt'i obaem fron tho Gh!.cf,
of Bnginura 0ffice . aoeompaniad Company "A" upon its being placed in the deﬁnnn
of BONLIEU, and was later reported to be missing in wt.ton- Prior 'ln his bd.ng
miseing, coloml mmomr s seriously wounrled. R . i £

Afger bo:lng raneved at’ 2100 hours on 25 Angust 19!4 ’oy s ‘bl. ald i
Infantry, the +w platoons of Company "A", ome platoon from. Compeny oY gt the
element from Heedquarters and Servies Companmy moved to an mrea abouk. A xiles
Fortheast of I’UY 8]3. !&ABTIN FRARCE where 'kha entira buttalion wis ﬁlnn'bls&. _

HE

" On the mghe of % .Angmrk the babtalion was agd.n g:m-m anl plaged a7
Divieion reserve to be used in s counterattack 4n oass of an enemy mmn@.

Wine 1ight tariks from the 763rd Tank Battalion were attached to the battalion

for this purpose,  The thres companies together wth the ‘battalion commind poct
moved %o an assembly. arsa in the vioinity of MARSANNE during that nighh After
remdning in reeerve,: Mihout oomﬁ.twub, for two days, the battalion s

_'rauevad on the afternoon of 28 Angust. _Companies "A" snd "CM returmed: +0 'bhox
PUY 8T. MARTIN ares, while Company *B%. accompmied the 142ni Infaniry log!.nni

then advanoing northward, In ihe memntise, on 26 Argust a detsil from Boupwj:i
"W prepared thres tridges at CREST for demolition, wWth Company A" prcptrhg

"B gleared a large number of ‘turned anmy whiolu mﬂ oquipmuk fron H:l

_ i}tring thh fif’seen day period of A.ngud:,' m oaﬁmtad ab:ty-om ow
priaonars of war were tsken by the battalion, vﬁth company 'J."~ eupinring

g rurty-nina mﬂ conpany i ea.ptm':lng twelva.
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. Hzmqmrtrsns 111TH ENGINEER CO;J'.'BAT mwmox

20 Ootobor 1944
Subjout: Hiltory of Organizo.tion

To - Commmding General, $6th I::E'nntry Diﬁaion, EO {56, U. 8. Army.

1, Herewith, "Oparations in Fra.me 111th Engimcr Combat Battalion"
for the mnth of Beptambar 144, in aextupla.

2. Tho following observations were mtaﬂ during oPerations oovarod by
the above report: .

L Opara'aionn With the exaoPtion of effooting ons river crossing
and the increasing number of snemy road blocke emountorod, engimcr operations
wers no mors tha.n would normally bs upootod.

)( Conaidorable delay was experienced in oomtruction of the initial
armored tresdway bridge across the Mosells River, ' This might bs attributed
to several casuses. In ths first place, materials had not boen properly
segrecated prior to deliver at the btridgehesd and shortages in essential
parts to the tridge existed and the lack of treining in the construetion of
that type tridge by Army enginmmer troops 4o which the mission was assipned
was svidenced, A definite meed for a Corps polioy of responsitility betwsen
Corps lng;j.neera and Division Bngimmers was determinsd during these operations.

The tanl:dozer was used to a decided advantago in the removal of "
enemy roaed blocks of all types, particularly abatis blooks, whioh were
ordinarily covered by small arms and mortar firs. These tasks were usually
performed 'by the tankdozer proceeding to the road blook with hatohes
"buttoned up" and using the blade to push the abatis from the rosd., In a
fow instandes, however, whers blooks wers found in defiles abatis Lsd to be
pulled out by seouring a oable from the tank Yo the trees. The sucocessive

- forward and baokward movement of the tank paually brought enémy fire upon

the position. A fruck equipped with a wiesh oould not 18 used as it was too
vulnerable. In this respsot, a Temk T-2 (Retriever) would appear muoh more
practioal. ' AR



" Based upon results of previous operations, the attachmant of an
engimeer company 0 an inf antry combat team doss not possess the degree of
Ploxibility of omration as obtained from a company supporting a combat tean
under Division Encimer control, The Infantry unlt is often reluctant to.
commit an sngimeer company to a mission within its. aaotor when its exsoution
will not particnlarly benefit the regiment but servea 4o ganerally ‘enhance the
operations of the Di'risi on as a whols, >( ST !

b Lﬂ.ma ‘aml bhooby-trapss A decided inoremss in the number of
mines anl Booby-traps employed by the emsmy during the last fow days of
operations in September was noted over previous operations in Frame, The
sharp contrast over earlisr opsrations no doubt ‘was oaused by the slowing
down of our: offenuive thioh gave the ememy time to employ these devices.
Practioally every. road blook encountered from LUKEUIL les BAINS to %he
MOSELLE RIVEX was both mimed and hooby-trappsd. The German R-}-43 Mns
anl Bangalore Torpedo ware ensountered for the first. time, The latter ia
vory similar 4o the Ameriocan torpedo axoept for the ‘nose ihioh is made of
wood rather than mata.l. S L ‘

_ . Trater Bupplys The a’ourﬂanoe of perrenial ntreams of poto.blo
water obvl.a'-E'ed any diffioulty in procurement, It was nol nscessary at any
tim to establish Mdry pointa™ and water poi:d:s sorr.lng the in.{‘antry
regiments wire Icap'h wull f‘mard. _

d. lhp Supply; Road m:ui 1;100 000 scale mpa were uaod almost
entirely during Septambor. Larger scale maps were not avajlable. Asrial
photograph osoverage of 1328,000 scale was prooured for plana in crossing
the MNoselle Rivar, howsver the scale was mot suliable ror detulod utndy. .

Engimu- Bupply and Equipment: The proom-omant of purab-
ricatsd 'brﬁ'ging matérials through the Corpe Enginser was gemerally - S
‘unsatisfastory, Howaver, lialson somswhat improved toward the last of the ’
month, which should obviate the aiffioulty earlier: e::poriamod. foonl ..
souross ‘affordsd & reasonable quantity of ‘Himber, but the lack of. uniformity
in dimensions worysd to hinder jts rapid nna aupeoially 1n oonstruot'ion of
lnrgerbridseu-:-._.- _ R e R

e

« STOVALL .

1t Golonsl, 113tk Engimokc Bn
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OPERAEIGIJS m F.R.urs : j__f .

j}_‘:_-ﬁ--f111m ENGINEER ca*:m BAITALION?

S@TE‘ IB& 1944

o Operations far the manth of Saptem‘ber 1944 m:lgh'h. ."dividﬂd into three
- disﬁmﬂ: parts, 1) Approach to the Momelle Rivar, 2) Crossing of the Moselle
"River, and 3) The Fossard Forest, “Although the verious types of engipeer -
missions perforred during thase threa’ pariods mre reuurrant, each phasa had
A par’cioular signifioanoe in 1taali‘. _ .

- .&k tha ‘beginnlng of the mnth tha ﬂiffarant-oompaniea'of ‘hhe 'ba:btalion _
ware gemrally disposed in- the vioinii:y of -BOURG de -PEAGE, ‘FRANCE, ' The thres
- let'hsred oompanies hed: tesn in‘tlose uuppor"' of the Ini‘antry Combat. Teams of
. .$he Division during operations in Aur'ust !mi wure to llkcwiu roma.in 80 o
: engagod throughout Srsptember. N i

- "’fmpoacﬁ TO THE msgu.s RIVER

o Tha adwmoe 'ko the Forth gsnerally follmred "nloné'a_-;rouba i‘rom BOIERG do a
__.PEAGE through LUZINAY, LOUEANS, ARBOIS, BZSCANCON, VESOUL, LUKEUIL les BAINS,
- 'PLOKBIERES to REBiIREMONT, - Progress tha first fli‘taan ﬁays was oharacterized

by rapid movement despite ‘rainy weather whioh beban oa.rly in the month and -

 iporeased in intenai‘by as ‘the month " passad.'-_ Howevar, the: systamatlc deroliticn

of tridzes, presence of road blooks and enemy mines evidemosd sarly 4n the
month were o kaymte ‘the enginaer opera‘!:iom! for: Saptembar. - Forward angineer

reoonna.iasama ‘yas oontinuously maintained by the Battalion Reconnaissance '

' ‘Section, which followsd each of the lesdins Infantry Regimerts, ani thereby

sngimser raquiramentu oould be s.ntioipa‘ced in: udmnoa of‘ the wtual nead._

s 1) mrzm; S

S Duri.ng the perind from firat “to ‘.:anth of Senptem'bar, mi.ntens.mo of roa&s,
: ;'partioulnrly 4n construction aml ‘maintenanoe oi‘ by-passes, presented the

. major problem,  8om seven by-passea were ponstruoted. Of this: numbar, .
Company A built i‘:x.ve, ons at a.point one-half mile Sonth of HAUTERIVES. on -

1 September; om at JONS on '3 Sap‘bamber which entailed plaoinr timber dacking
‘aoross a dam to provide’ su:.tab}.a crossing for vehiolas; two .across the SEILLE
‘RIVER at LOUVHANS and the fifth at VINCELLES on 5 September, Company C -oon- .
struoted t'wo two-way' by»-passea in %he vioini‘hy of HAUTERI‘VES on 1 Septamber.




~]0/0
For the most part', this typs of work was performed by the use of bulldozers
and a minimum a.mount of personnel assisting with hand tools.

Three Bruckaway trucks with a total of one humired and thirty-five feet
of armored treadway bridge were attached to Lompany C. On lst September this
company ereoted a thirty-foot treadway bridge in the vicinity of VALENCIN., -
Although two of these bridse train trucks were wrecked on 4 Septembsr by their
Negro drivers, which depriwd the use of a greater part of the material, two
more bridges wers built of the remaining equipments & thirty foot bridge was
installed on 4 September at a location om=-guarter of a mile South of 8T.
JULIEN with the last fifteen feet being placed moar SENS on § September, By
10 September sn additional quantity of this materiel had besn secured amd
Company A 1natallad a thirty foot treadmy bridge aoross & stroam near EMAGNY.

It had baan antiuipated that a purt of the divisinn wuld move thrnugh
LYONS. Inasmuch as the enemy had methodically destroyed most of the bridges
across the KHONE RIVER within the limits of the oity, on 3 September Company C
waa sent to LYONS to prepare a railroad bridge across that river ror the use
of wheeled ani tracklaying vehicles., Two holes hed been blown in the tridge,
with the remainder of the bridre being prepared for use by rempving the raila
and possibly placing a timber decking, Howevsr, with a change in plans,

Company C .was rel:lev'ed of this mission on 4 Bepuambor ami procaaded to TRIVIERE.

The preaqnqa of emmy land minss, although relatively few and aoatteored,
wore roticed during the first ten days of September, Lilkewise, hasty enomy
road blooks, soms of which wire booby-trapped, were emountersd. Two Teller-
mnes Fo. 3 were removed from a road near VALENUIN on lat September by Company
C, while six were fourmd at a road block near SI. BONNET de MUZE on 2 September
‘by the same ocompany., Company A rempved three Tellermines No. 2 at BEAUREPAIRE
on 2 Sep‘bemher. Roads were oontinuously swept for mines.

Enemy road blouka varied in design, The larger part wire formed by felled

trees, however in a few instances anti-tank ditohes and earth piles were en~
countered. On 2 September Company C removed an obstacle on High¥ay No. 6 =
near ST. BONNET de MURE, another mear 8T PRIEST and a third ons mile:Northweast
of NI PLANS on Hithwey Ro 8. The firet road block had been toth minsd apd -
booby-trapped. Two obsteoles formed by pillds of earth near SENS were removed
by Company € on & Septeinbsr as well as fowr abatis and log road blooks in the

sare violnity. La‘bar on 10 Baptember Company C ocleared a road block four miles

¥orth of OISELAY



- Un‘hil 37___ Saptembar 3 Companv B htxd i‘oZIIDWad tha : 1321::1 Ini‘anbry i:o render
}_aupport 4o its advance, and that company's opara‘tﬁ.ona ‘hed not been: markad
by any. apec:}.fic engimer missions. On: that ‘date, however,: the task of con-
gtrudting e oms hundred ‘and . forty i‘oot .Class 40, double bent trestla ridge
meross the DOUBS E1VE.! mear BYAWNS was assimed to %he company. This task:
might be oonﬂidered the major single engimser operatioh perforred by the - _
battelion during the entire month. Timber: of varylng dimensions was. obtained
whioch hinlerad rapid construction, but af’cer "kwen'by-'h'wo ‘hours of oon*kinuoua S
work the hridge was opered for traffio,  Two wooden fixed briﬁges of muoh
lesser sizs wers aleo oonsiruoted during this peried. Company A erected. a
~_wooden stringer br:.dge on Hichway No. 396 ‘p@ar VIM}EI.LEB on. 5 Septembar
 with Company C building: ancther:on 10 Ssptembsr over. the L'OGHON RIVER heeu'
CUSSEY, . Masmnhile, numprous repairssand strang‘bhening of bridges along the -
route of advance ware aocamplishad. siimis i S N

'_ | 11-zo ssmz*mm

_ With tha 6istame'_?to 'hhe ?QSEHJE RIVE'-E, a natm-al :defenea ba.rrj.er for _
' tha enémy, shortenin each day, the progress of our sdvarmse decrsased in -
momentum.: Mi:er COmpany B completed construetionof: the timber bridge at
~_BYANS, 1% was returned %o the dirsot suprort of the 142nd Infantry Combat
Team, thereby. Jleaving & 1arger part nf tha anginaar mrk 4o 'ha parfurmd by
..-G-ompmy 1 zuxl Company c. e : _ L

. N Numsroua smm._ road biocks ware ancountered;.,. These ware of variouu
. 'types yarying in sige, ‘Some were prepmed by faned 4rees soross the.
- Toed. with blocl"s of T aruipped wlth 22-35 irniters. 'hiad ‘40 the Ptranchez,

L At the sams time ho]_es ware offen dug in the road ‘before the block and then

. refilled to
ware fourd.

ml® it aprear: mines had -been. buried ‘but in many cases mo. mines
Stick granadoa with ‘e trip wirs attached were: plant:od in the
‘debris %o prevent movement by personnsl scroes the block. #nother road .
: -hlook consisted of abatis with six: Tellarminss, Four of those minas wera :
‘placed in the roed with the. ‘remaining tvo: plaood ora %o each shoulder of | _
" _tha roesd aml’ ‘bein(g bm'by—‘kre.pp&d by the use of 22-35 1gn11zerc insertsd 111
“the ‘bottom of the mim, Abatis had. teen bmbrtrapped_at & point about ten -
pr Tiftesn yards from esch end of ‘ths block by the uss of one length of
" BGermen bangalore torpedo equippsd with 22-56 igniters, .

Theas ‘torpsdoes were

" fagtensd. to ona tree with the sgniter oord tiad to. amther; In stild amthsr}af‘

© Anstance log oribhing hali been constructed aocross the road to form the blodk:
However, the most.ocommon obstacle was effected by felled trees, ranging to-.
 as great a depth- a.s four hunirad yarda anﬁ coversd by anemy mortar arﬂamall o

arms ﬁre. )(




On 18 Sep'kamber Company A removed” elewn rosd 'blocka, all of which had
boan minsd ard:booby-trapped, One was removed at LES GRANTES, one at FOUGE-
RELLES, one at a looation ons and ome-half miles flest of FDUGERELLF‘S and the
ra:xaanin* eight in the vieinitv of CARBENAY. Company C. olsared a road block
two miles North of PUSSEY and also one about ons-half mile North of CHARMDILLE
on 13 September. The latter company also removed another-road block two amd
one-half miles South of BREUREY les FAVEKNEY on 14 September amd two abatis
blooks naar F&VEMTEY on 15 September, _

Plaoing roa.d 'blpnka in mny imstanoea was equally :lmportant as remving
enemy obstacles in other cases. ¥hile Company A was directly supporting the
141st Infantry on 13 September, a road blook consisting of two machins guns
at a road jumction six humdred yards West of FLAGY was established and main-
tainad until the followin: day. A considerable amount pf enemy artillery
action was experienced at that time by Company A. However, Company B bore
the trunt insofar as oonstruction and manming of road blocks was conserned.
On 16 September the three platoons of Vompany B moved to the vicinity of |
ESB0Z~-BREST whers they reliswed the Infantry of manming a roed block, and at
the sam 4ime repaired.a bridge at RIGNONVELLE as well as removed a friendly
minefiedd at FAOBOURG de CITERS. On 17 September this oompany again cons-
tructed amd manned two roal blookss one near FREIDECONCHE and the other nsar
ERAUCEBTTE, beinz relieved the following day. Azain on 20 Sept ember Company B
placed and manmd two road blooks: one near COURUPT and another about two
miles Bast of BE].J.-EHJ!U&J.ULLH&. inoge were mannea umszs 21. September,

Aside from mines remved from road blooks, relatively few Wore oleared.
Likowise, no fields were laid by our troops although preperations were made
on 15 September by Company B to place a fisld in the vicinity of BROTTE. A
ohange in the situation, however, precluded the mecessity. On 14 September
Company C prepared a bridge mear PORT sur SAONE for demlition, however the
tridge was mt blwm. ' "

Thres hridgez of mriouu types were constructed dm‘ing the periods On
16 September Company © arectsd a forty-five foot, Class 40, armored treadway
hridge with a trdatle support near BAEUCEHES, 1at«ur the same day biilding a
twenk y~eight foot wooden treastle bent 'bridga spanning a stream one-half mile
Southwest of 6T MARIEen CAX. The following day ﬁompany A areoted a thirty
 'foot armored treadmy 'br:ldga near the same #illare-
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S A oonsiderable' num’ber oi’ burned and ';wrecked emny vehialas littered the _

~ 'roads between BESCACON arml IEIRT.DUT which in themsslves formed a road block -
of ‘minor: chm'ao‘f:er- i Bulldmers were employed almod entirely in pushim these

vehioles from the roads, Company 4 removed several of such vehisles. along

'-:_'_'-'-the BUFFY-ETUZ amd PELOUSY-POUILLEY route on 11 September and again on 12 -
" Septembor. vhen thirty-five vahic les were. removsd from the roads on the -

s wm

' fﬂG"’L&.’ﬁ’DVELLE—ANDEmJJ%E routs, 'On 19 September an snemy vehiols,. boab;yt-trnppéd
_ with three mortar shells to which one #stide of - ‘blasting gelatin and a ZZ-42
: -.ignitar had- been attached g discovered and rennved by Company c at GON"L&‘IS

:fams'sfza@,@ -Tg-gzzmém’-fam

L 21—-25 mrm

Tha crosaing of the B}SELLE RIV'ER s affaotod by he ard Ba’chlian, ssth- _
' Enginaar Regimnt operating under the control of the Division Engimar. Bow

. ever, ope hridge was. nonstructed by the battanon during the gourse .of the s
ptream: ornsuing ‘operati ons,. As early as'18 Septembor, aquipmn!: for orossing

" 4his river was being procured end brought inmto assembly areas. Initially,
- Ahis. cnnsisted ‘of -armored treadway and Anf ant ry. Buppcrt ‘bridging materials to

be erected as soon as foot. troops hnd ‘sscured a bndgehaed as well as assault _
. borts for usa in the first uorssinga and 1atar in the constmoticn or n.n ST
B :_'_1ni‘antry anppor'i; bridge. S o - R I

of - he rivar lino vras held
i tial bridga site wag

Lk On 21 Bep'be b&r Only a relatively small seo‘b
-.'_-'j'_'by our troops: anmi the most suitable looation for the
. 'some two miles South of ELOYES. : REMIHELONT, a village aituated on' the pear
'mide .of the river and the. sonverging point of four ‘highways, was not to be i:aken
“until the night of 22-23 September, Even then, the ‘bridge at Rﬂm was '

" Qdemolished &M a Bailey bridge gould not be srected until small arms firs could

be olearsd. During the night of 21-22 Sap‘tem’ber 8 ‘squad from cOmpany Ats first

| platoon;. aooompmying the: infantry assault elements, reconnoitered a ‘8ite on the

' MOSELLE RIVER alout two miles South of ELOYES whers tmo ‘gulde repes were u‘artm,g -

e " aoross the river for use by the infentry ip orossing, Afterwards, this squad

:evacuated mu:ﬂa& i‘rozn t-he far shore aoroski-the rivar in rubbez- reoonmd.ss&nea




Construotion of ome humired and twenty feet of infantry support bridge
at & looation approximately two milss South of ELOYES was begun by two pla-
tocns of Company A on the might of 21-22 September and dompleted the following
mornming, Ab the same time the 3rd Battalion, 36th En.,imer Recimont wore .
working on ‘a} armored treadway bridge about one hundred yards to the south of
the bridge donstructed by Company A. Due to the lack: of t{raining as well as
shortages in essential parts for the latier bridge, it was not completed until
the nizh% of 22-23 September, Current reins added gzreatly to the diffioultyin
transporting tridging equiprent %o the site as well as maintaiming the roads
whioh had been hastily built deading to the river. On 21 Sepiember ons pla-
toon from Company C began hauling stome and dumping it in the worse places
along the roads, The maznitude of this task so increased that by 23 September
the entire company was used to load, haul and spread gravel aleng the river
bank road anml the approaches %o the %m0 ridzes, ~After the bridgehead had
baen secured at’ RENIREIONT, a company of the 3rd Battalion, $6th Bngimeer
Regimont erectdd a double~double Bailey tridzs, one hundred and thirty feet in
length which was completed in the morning of 24 Septembsr, On 25 September a
heavy ponton bridre was completed at JARIENIL by Carpa engimser troops thersby
malci ng the continusc! use of the two inital bridgea \mneuauary.

Even after th_e first bxidga had been built soross the YOSBLIR RIVER on
the night of 21-22 September, a few soattered enemy road blockes still remained
on the near side of the river in the vicinity of REVI{EMONT. On 21 September
Gompany B removed fowr abatis road blocks in ths vicinity of 1E GIRMONT, and
another one mile East of :EITHEMONT. A third block was removed by the company
at a location two and one-half miles Southwest of RENIREMONT. On 22 September
Company B started the removal of an abatis road block about two miles South-
wagt of RELIRENONT, and had sucoeeded in clearing all but seven %rees when an
enemy patrol .t‘iltared through and opsned fire with machine pistols,: Az a
- result of thia aotion Private 1 ol Paul F., Lupla, 32702369, entered service
froms $1-32 Fresh Pont Rosd, Redgowood, New York was wounded in the right
shoulder and Private 1 ol Alex Kuntg, 35277152, entered service froms 4915 B,
111th 8%r, Clsveland, Ohio received a bullet wound 'in his Tight ear.: A%’
anocther looaﬁion on Highway 64 West of REBE[ EMONT on 23 September a truck from
Company B ran over an snemy mins which resulted in wounds and inuuries to §/Sgt .
1se B, Lasaiter, 20817797, entered service froms Sunset, Texas, gorporal ’
Bee Winn, 20817847, entered service froms Route 2, Bowie, Texas, Private 1 ol
Arthur L, Rosa, Jr, 36173723, entered servios froms Deer Lake Farm, Clarkston,
Moh, Teo 5 Carl B, NoClugga-e, 34366767, entered service froms Route 4,
Lawrenohbgrg,_l‘e_nn,' R b i .
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and Private Dcn'e:nic A Galdsrone, 13080'?59, en'tersd aervioe i‘rOms 121 Bast

. Spring Avenus, Ardors, Femn, all from Company 3. T/Bg'h ‘Thomas B, Nichols,

20817863, Headquarters anl Service Compa.ny, antared servioe froms Box 243,
Bowie, Texds was lightly injured on 22 Septembar dur:.né an erpoy air raid
near LUIEUIL 195 BAIWS. o i .
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By tha ani of Sept embar 11*!:1:19 ‘more ‘hha.n a--hriﬁgehead had bean osta‘blishad

_*-un the YDSELLE RIVER extending from REMISSMONI North to the violmity of .
- JARMENIL, ~Roal min'l:enance, removal as well as: esta‘bliahing roads blooks and
'minsaweeping mre the principal fumtions of tha oompaniea of the battalion.

During 24 Sapiamber company L oon‘t:inued to hafe gravel for the 1mprova-

ment ‘of approaches %o armored. treadway trestie ‘bri&ga and. infantry support,
wridge two miles South of ELOYES. fTwo platoons from Company C also were com-
“mitted to the ‘sams miasion, ‘with a bulldozer from the latter used to impréve

o apprcaches to. heavy ponton bridge at JARUENIL, . Company ‘B, 4n support of the
‘142nd Infantry, was more ocomerncd with 1ooal imp‘ovamonts to roeds alonz the

route of advance toward TENDON. Thro ughm:t the remainder of the month a
: porhon of Company C_comtantly mairr&&imd roads :ln the vioinit‘y of JARMEML
:mi DOCEILES.' R S R _ _

Numrous ‘rodd blocka wsm enoountered. Cmnpa.ny ramoved om block be-

-’:-&men ‘NABORD ard" RK:m{..mN'I‘ on 24 September befors poing imto reserve with =
. the 14lst Ini‘anéry, was mors ooncernad with ‘local improvements to roads nlong
~the route of advence toward TEWDON in which position the company remained - tm‘:il
- o8 Sepwem‘bor. On' 2 Septsm‘bar Company B established and maintained:s road
" block two mlloa Forthwest of ELOYES and conti.nue& to ‘man this' o’oataole unﬁ.l
28 Baptam‘ber. A fow fallen trees along the road oms mile Southeast of. I'BI{DGII
- ‘were removed by Company B on 28° Saptembar ‘and ‘on 29 Beptamber two ‘unsuocesaful
- attempts wers imade 4o clear & road block om and om-half miles Bouthwast of .
" TENDON, only to be followed by three mors: unsuccaasf'ul ‘attempts the following
" ‘day. - Duwlng ‘the period ocovered Company € olesred two road blocks; oms two
. " mles Northeast of DOCELIES on 27 September and’ ‘the sacond near. CHARMOIS
“DEVANT ‘ERUYBRES on2 9 Septam‘ber. The 1atter was removed with a fankdozer

unler small arms anl solf. propelled artillary fire. The logs. oould not be

" ‘pushed from the road, moessitating the use of a enbla faatemd to the tark

with the 1oose ani arouui ‘the logs forming 't:ha blook.
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A decided increase in the use of mires by the ensmy was noted. The
"R-M~43"™ mine, which had nsver before been emcountered by the battalion was
found, Also "S-Mines" were detected, Thirteen R-M-43 mines were removed
near JARNENIL by Company C on 24 Ssptember, with thirty folr being found on
26 Septembsr mesr DOCELLES, sexteon near the sams village on 27 September
and ssventeen near CHARMDIS DEVANT BRUYERES on 29 September, Fifty-five
n3" mines were removed by Company C near DOCELLES on 27 September. A
desoription of the "R-M-43" mime, oommonly known as the "Ramp" mine is given
in Annex No. 3, attached. ' .

On 30 September the various unmits of the battalion were located as
followss Battallon commanl post at LLOYES, Headquarters and Servios Company
and the Medioal Detachmeni at REJIREINT, Company A at CHENIKENIL, Company B
at om-half mile West of TENDON ard Company C at CHARMOIS DEVART BRUTERES.

GENERAL

Sixtesn Cerman soldisrs were teken prisoner and oms killed by unmits of
the battalion during September, Of this nvmber, Company A oaptured five,
Company C oaptured eight anl killed one and Headquarters and Servioe Company
captured three, Three of the ememy captured by Company C were wearing
civilian olothes in the vieinity of the ocompany bivouas near CLANS on 11
September, - ’ '

Four partable ard one mobile water purifiocation units were operated almosi
oonstantly during Septsmber. One portable purification unit with operating
personmel from Headquarters and Service Compeny was attached to the lettered
oompanles supporting the various infamtry combat teams, This procedure warked
vary satisfaotorily inasmuch as water point installations could be mde at
points most mgoessible to the combat teams with undue delay. The remaining
portable and mobile purification umits were installed in the rear areas, how-
ever the mobils unit ocould bs quickly swifched and placed into operation as
mecassity diotated, Technloal supsrvision in the operation of all these purl-
fiocation umite was furnished by Headquarters and Servioce Company., An estimated
nire hundred thousanl gallons of water wers purified and dispensed by these
five units during September. ' o ~
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Threa'porha‘b}.e ahcm'sr units were’ opera’aed during .tha last aix days of

th= month by opsrating personnel from Headgquarters ani ‘Service Company. Each-

of these umtn were 3nstalled at varioua loocations mos‘b ‘apces2sible to the .
combat teams being’ gorved, Inasmuch as raplacamnt parts for this squipment
is not obtaina‘ble da.ffioulty was oonat&ntly exporiemed in maintomnoe.

Inuluded:in.tha liat of Missing in Ao‘bion in tha Augua‘b 1944 'Operétibnﬁ
in Franoo™ was Teo 5 NORVAL &. SPARKS3, 39256082, Honﬁ addressy Box 85, Fellows,

‘Califormia, The ‘grave of Tec.5 Sparks was looated »eer MONTELIMAR, F’RAH)&
“the early part of September thua neoossitating a oha.nge 1n atatuﬁ to xikled in
Aotdone oo R S B :
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- HEADQUARTERS 111TH ENGIKEER COMBAT BﬂTALIOH
_ AP0 #36, U. S, ARMY

13 Hovem'bar_ -1944

Bub;'; ect ' Hi.atory of Or gani zation

To 8 comms.ng G-neral, g6th Inrantry Dlriuion, APo r!ss, U. s. h-nw.

1. “Herewlth "Opera.tions in F‘ranoe, 111th Enginoea- Gomba‘!: Bsttalion"
for the mn‘kh of Octo‘bor 1944, in aaxhuple. S

" ’vw oo

2. The i‘olloui.ng observafsmna ware noted during 0perations oovcred 'by

7 e Dgaraﬁoms During the month of Outober no oPerationnl AR
problems were enoountered which could not be overcoms without difficunlty and
no unusual problems the handlinz of whioch required new methods exoept possibly
the uss vf out lumber md poles for the repair of roads, This consisted of
placing lumber or poles orosswise along the road as a base then apsreed;ng_
sevaral inohes of gravel over thia material as a cushion, Traffio direstion
and oonirol a.long the roads in the fm-ward areas was adequato during ‘&ha monthe

Small working parties such as mine olearing groups 'm;ro not
alwys glven proper infantry security while performing thess missions. 4s a
result, suffioia;rb results were sometires not expedi'_kiqualy attained,

b, Mnes and booby-trapss Heretofore, only a distance of four
feet along The sides of the roadways were cleared for mines, Due %o the
inoreased: number of anti-personnel mimes, and the necessity for nleard&‘trail-
for paasape of infantry troops in the forward areau, mims are now laarad
from ﬂi’tun teat on 'ho’ah sides of roads, : : S

’ .';'.o..' Wa‘ber uupplys Water has bgen a.mple, with no difﬂculty 1n
placing fiva pm‘:.fiaa'hion units sarving the uzﬁ.fsa of the division. o

- a

Map supglz Map supply 1mprovad ocansidara.hly during the month, |
_mﬁas_mﬂnhlommw
FLABSIFIGATION-CHERGED TO: - RS A

CANCI:LLLD g 1

f 000 scale in oolcr ard 1/25 000

+




. ’ - ,, FR—— ..
L e e ki . .
ce . L -

R T

ey e e g Al e

—-—-“u-uu--'.

W -Enginaar Supp}.y and eqﬁpm:xrh'; .._(:on‘binued improvansnt in

- engineer. supply Was svidenced Awing the month with respsct to materisl, The

proximity of Army Class IT end IV depots materially aided in decren.sing

 requisition-receipt time for the using units. Inoreased demand, plus. abn’c.’v—
" ued shortage, caused certain sritiocal ‘items. suoh ‘as sandbaps, fortifioation
" ‘materials, hand 4tools end tracing tape to remain nva:lla.'ble only in limtbed =
- ‘quantitles, ‘Fop-availeble items included. compasus, sign making materials -
" (painte snd turpplate), 1ithopraphic papar end other sllied %opographie s

.gsllulose prodnocts,  Lumber md other oomtruotion mterinl uo:r‘dnuad %o 'bo

: obtainad hy looa.l purchaue. : R '
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OPERATIONS IN FRANUE

| lllTH ENGLNERR comsam BATTALION ,

oc'romn 1944

Iy N
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An almost s'babla aitum:ion exﬂ.ated ‘during October 1944. Only siight
gains were made over the ground held at the end of Eap'!:am'ber. As a result,
operations of 4l battalion were restricted to a relatively small area 'lhu‘e
maintenancs of roads and removal of road ‘blooks uﬂ lontterad sd.mﬂeldu i
presented. 'cha graataat problem.

- With ’ehe axuoption of a platoon, whioh reminad 'lith the 141st Infantry
Regiment at all times, Company A maintained its command post at CHENIMEBNIL,
FRANCE (V-157497) the firast five days of tl® month and dirscted its npera:&ions.
from that looation,” On 1 Ootober the cofpany removed two minefields at ™%
LA NEUVEVILLE (V-202521}, from which twenty six B-1-43 mines were ranm'od
from o field and iwelve of the sam® typ® mine from the other field, "
Damolition charges were also removed from a bridge over the VOLOGEE RIVER -
Southeast of-1E PANGES (V-210531). Fumbrous wire and pull type igniters had
been used by the enemy on the stringere, hand rails and roadbed of fthe tridge.
A% the same time, Company A completed gravelling the worae places along the
road between CHENIMENIL and DOCELLES (V-157497 V-168503), and removed a rosd
block batween LA LEUVEVILIE and IE PANGES (7-202521), whioh consisted of
felled trees and farm implememts, The activifies of Company A were shifted
more to the East on 2 Ootober when an ememy road block formed by abatis was
oleared from & point five hunired yards Northwest of HOUX (V-222496), Other
elsments of the company malntained a road from TENDON (V-215474) to South-
sast for a distance of ons ami one~half miles. This latter work comsisted
primarily of filling deep tank tracks out im the road. 8/8gt Edwin B. Arnold,
%8026360, home addresss Victoria, Texas was lightly wounded by a shell frag-
mnt while making & recomnnalassance of Yhis road prlor to oomenoing the work, -
Again on 4 Octobsr persomnel from Company & returzmed to the ‘vicinity ot TENDOH '
(V-215474) when the road to the Southeast %o ui‘bhin five hundred yardu o e
1E5 CHARRIERES (V-215474 - V-223465) was ma.ini:a.inad with the use of ‘& bull="
dozer, Meanwhile, other elements of the company repaired a road from DOCELLES
to LA BOULAY (V—}BSBGQ),*buildig a small oulvert at the latter town, and
filled deep tracks with rock amd owrduroy polea on tha road between 18 PANGES
to mmm (v—-aogssl - V-230515), .
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Three enemy roaﬁ ‘nlooks betwesn HOUX and m«:mmﬂm (V-237506 to V-229498)
were removed by a: platoon from Comps.ny Aon 5 Ooctober, - ‘Eaoh of these blocks
wae subjeoted to ememy artillery fire during the. ocuruo of ‘the work. On the
sare day another. platoon from that oompany protec'hed a road blook at a’ poink
about 'bvro 'l:hcuua.:ﬂ yarda Southwaai: of m:RPELNDm (v—zszslg). B

A'!: 0800 hnuz's, 1 Doto'ber, company B lau tho - ond'platoun, was a%aohed
to the 636th Tank Desiroyer Battalion an& moved: from the - ‘vieimty of TENDON
(V-214473) %o LE ROULIER (V-168523) wherse a task force was being formed. Ths
remaining platoon placed an abatls road blook about ons mile North of mmxmm
(V-192550) apd remained to cover it through B Ootobers “After the company
arrived at the IE ROULIER area, a minsfield was laid: ‘Morpss & foad ons mile
Fortheast ‘of 1E: P.&H"ES (v-zlsssa) aml ‘s proteotion pMy left to oover i%,
Five sttempts 40 remove an enemy abatia road block ons and ome-helf miles

“Boutheast of TENDON (V-223457) hed prmd unsuccessful 4the Iast few days of

September, A platoon of Company B was. ‘diapatohed 6n 1 Oo'lzﬁber ‘%0 make &

- sixth a‘btongﬂ:, ‘but ‘the obataocle was uti.ll oovered. ‘by amsn;y saxf-pmpellod gm
‘which opened firs, 1ightly wourding Teo 5 Benjamin H, Permell, $803966, home

aﬂdrosu ‘Deoatur, Taxau and Private: Riohuﬁ H. Hsﬂ.ey. 35099070 ‘homs address;
Indianapolis; I, A grsater degres of sucosss in ramving thla roasd Dblock
was attained on 2. Ooto‘ner, although it was not. oomplato‘ly oleared, A platoon,

-supported by two medium’ tanks,. ons of which was equipped with a doger blade,
‘were used as & team with the %ank giving protsction to the tankdozer am

peraozmﬂl.  The work pragreasod aatiafao‘korily until the roal was oleared
within rmga ‘of an enemy self-propelled gun which fired one disabling round
into the bogey. whesls of the tank, The tankdozer ocontinued to clear away the
abatis to withn twenty yerds of the end. of the Pirst ﬁaution of . the block.
Darkness oams, whioh made it -Ampossible to.se8 enam;y 1anl mires which had
been placed urmder the trees,’ snd the tankdozer was disabled by a mine explos-

‘don, Ancthar tenkdozer was obtained %o oontinue ‘the work throughout %he re-
meinder of the night, As the sscopd tarkdorzer ‘approached %o within. three
hunired ;yards of the obstacle it was ‘hi% by an enemy shell from a_ solt-

propalled gun which damagsd the bogey wheel and rendered the tark udeless,
Again on 5 October two hundred and fifty yards of this cbstacle Were rezoved -
which ‘brout,ht the nle ered portion as fa.r forward aa 'hhe 1nfo.ukry outposts

In ths aftarnoon of 1 Ootobar Gompany ¢ mcvad from tha vioinlty od:‘
CHARI‘:‘BIS DEVANT BRUYERES (V-ISCEBO) ‘%o CHENIMENIL. (V-160497 ) where it remained
until B Uotobar at which time the oompany maved ‘l:o  FAUCOMPIEREE (v-209495),

In the moantime. a supply roed for the ini‘srﬂ.ry was mintninaﬂ 1n the vicinity

of CHAHMOIS nzvm BRUYERES (V-149540 - _v-193557). e




With the company's moving, its work was performed in the vioinity of HOWX
(V=226495) and LAVELINE DU HOUX (V-233489). The missions were primarily of

a muor oharaster, involving road maintenance, mimesweeping anmi removal of
debris from various roads. Two road blocks might be classed as unusual, but
then only beoamuse of their slze, One roal block at LAVELINE DU HOUX (v-235488)
equipped with two booby-trapped pgrenades was oleared on 2 Ogtobers The second
obstascle was removed on 5 October near LAVELINE DU BOUE (V-238468). The
latter road block was formed by abatis, two hundred yards in depth and equipped
with three booby-trapped hand grenades, P
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1ate in the afterncon of § Ootober Company A was committed as infantry
40 the defense of a mountain sector between the 141at Infantry and the 143rd
Infantry reglments at & point one mile Souttwest of JUSSARUFT, The 2nd pla-
toon of the ocompany was alresdy in support of the infautry and guarding a
road block on the HOUX-HERPELMONT road three quartsras of a mile Soullwest of
HERPELMONT (V-252519), The first, second and about one-half of the head-
quarters platoon of Company A moved by truck on 5 Qotober %o HUUX (v-226495),
Where the personmel detrucked and walked o the 1lst Battalion, 14lst Infantry
oommend post,  Upon arriving, the third platoon was dispatohed to reinforce
the 2nd platoon of the company then ooverin; the road blook. The 1ls% pla-
toon of the company was ordered to support the 2nd Battalion, 141lst Irfamtry
and at 0700 hours, 6 October moved through the infantry and dug in (V-241522).
The remainder of the company assembled in the vioinmity of the lat Battalion,
1418t Infantry command post (V-251510) amd was gulded to positions at the top
of the mountain on the right flank of that battalion, Thls lest position
was held for three days and two nights under continueus enemy artillery and
small arms fire. On 7 October the lst platoon sent out a patrol for. a distance
of one thousand yards to ite front in the direotiok of HERPELMORT, and at
1600 hours the entire platoon moved forward and oocupled position at dark,
Meanwhile, at 1800 hours on 7 October, the infantry launched an attack down

‘the Forth side of the mountain in the direction of HERPELMONI and two squads

of the 2pd platoon wers moved up to hold the infantry's former positions.
Later, at 1000 hours the follovinz day the area was subjeoted to intense
artillery firs from both the enemy and our foroes. RElements of the Infantry
passed through the 1st Platoon's positions at 0600 hours 8 Ootober for an
attack but dw to fierce eremy resistance they were foroed to withdraw to
the positlons held by the platoon. However, at 1400 houra a patrol was sent
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. from the platoon which mnvaﬁ forward tmmrd EE%’EUMNI apd’ d‘ter not anoountar- :
ing the'enemy the platoon moved into & position Hest of HERFELMONT (V-257525),
. Wnioh Was later: ‘subjeocted to~ enemy salf-propelled artillery fire throughout =
_ the night, During 8 October the company commend ‘post and the portion of the
_‘headquerters platoon moved %o the right and ook up new positions (V-258515),
~.%hereby shortening the: gap between the oompany and the '143rd Infantry, Mean-
_while, forty-eight "S" Mines were removed from a trail on the company's right
"(V—258515) by the third platoon,: The lst platoon was withdrewn on 9 Qotober
. from its position and: reinforced the 2nd Battalion; 1418t Info.ntry Anti=Tank
- platoon on the west Bide of the mountain (V-248529) where the platoon moved
. ixto houses an’ esta'blished an oufspost. At "2400 ‘houra the. platoon's posi‘hlon :
L LWRE subjeuted to a beavy enemf artillary ‘concentration dlring vwhich Private
. Anthony C. Amari, 31353532, home addresss Boston, Mass, was severely woumled,
- The next day the. platucn moved back to ‘&he vioinity of the 2nd’ Battalion, 141st
Infamry commend post and ons squad was given the ms :
.. -enemy mrefield. (V—257534), which resulted in alasring fourteen "S" Mines, .
. Afker the parformme of this mission the platoon was relieved’ and returmd
© o tothe company's Tear area st CHENIMENIL (V~157495). The haadquartern pla=
toon’ moved over 4the mountain on 10 Ootober and ‘Joined with the 143rd Inf'antry
on its left (?—255‘510), Which then made a e0lid 1ips. on the waat gids of the
'_’Lmun‘aain. l}uring 11 Oc;tober tha ini‘antry extendad its 1ines whi.nh relieved :
. the 2m platoon end one sgquad of the 3ra ‘platoon of Company A, the remaining
- ‘4wo squads of the' ard platnon held their positions until a booby-trapped flare
- f4eld was laid in the pep between the- 14154; ‘and the 145rd Infantry Regiments =
R ";(V-25?510) ’by & squad from the compsny's lst platoon,
-, company was relieved on 11 Oototer and retirned to CEENIMENIL (V~157495).
. .On the following day, & sguad returned to an aree about one-half- ‘mle Y!’eut .
*of - JUSSARUPT (V—265518) and placed a field of trip flares between two infantry

ssion of meutraliging an .

The remainder of ‘the’

oompardes, A%t the same timp encther squed from the compaAny removed ten "§%.
Mires and felled tress from & road at 8, de LARET (V-286534) anl ten R-1-43

Mines at & roal junction three~fourths. of a mle Southwest of FIMENIL (‘V—-zSéSSB)
-'..-i__-_-_Durizg '!:ha la“h*:er, when' thﬁ enemy. subjec'heﬁ the __erau %o artillery fire, Priva!:_e

Was' _ligh‘hly wounﬁed

The ;lst_-plntnon o£' Gompany B wae :relievad:sfrom't road. 'blook it haﬂ

' '-__jeatabl‘lshad one mile North of DEYCIMONT. (V-192550) on 1 Ootober and moved to
“the vioinity of FAYS. (v—315554) on 6 Ootober where. two. nﬁ.nefialds were plaoed :
on roads: leading 4nto the town, This platoon rema_iued %o cover these two = ..
“roal blocks. throughout this: pariod.;_ On the nigh’si'of 10 ‘Ootober an enemy patrol
- filtered within close dlstenos of the position but the pletoon's machine Buns

. foroed its withdravral. Likewise, the 3rd Flatoon continued to man the roa:'i

 blook 1% had established ombalf mile R'ortheast of IEPAIIGES on 1 Doto‘nsr
'*'bhroughout 'khe period 6 to 1 Ooto'ber. S _ o '
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Meanwhile, the 2nd platoon of Company B remained attached to the 142nd Infantry
until 9 Ootober et which time it reverted to direot suppart of the infantry,
On 11 October the final attempt to remove the enemy road block ome and one-
half mles Youtheast of TENDUN (V-223457) was made. The -last of the abatis
along:thiajx_'-_qe_\dl was removed, howsver two casualties were sustained, 1st 1%
Gearge Altschul, 0-1104422, home addresss New York, N, Y, was seriouly wounded
and Private Samuel B, Howard, Jr., 31245909, home addresss Pautucket, R. I.
was lightly wourded by shell fragments. from eremy artillery fire, A small
miuefield oonsisting of R-M~43 mines was looated about one half mile South-
wost of LAVAL (V-225553) on 12 October' by a reconnaissance party from Company
B, while other elements of the company mineswept an area ome=-half mile South-
east of DOCELLES (V-171494) and repaired roads in the vieinmlty of CHERRIERES
(V-226463), the latter of which entailed spreading %wenty loads of.gravel,

Throughout the pericd Company ¢ continued to mainbtain supply routes and
lateral roads in the vicinity of HOUK (V-226495), LAVELIRE de HOUX (V-234489),
LE PANGES (V-2095351), MATAWRUPT (V-230515), HERPELMONT, (V-260526), DOCELLES
(Vv-170506), LB BOULAY (V-195610) and LA NEUVEVILIE (V-202521), Most of the
- Wwork oonsisted of hauling gravel and rock for suffoing roads as well as
clearing scattered trees end detrls from the roads, Seventy-two truckloads
of gravel and rook were used for maintenams, Nevertheless, minefields at
various loocations were removed. On 6 Octobsr, forty-two R-M-43 mines were
removed one mile West of IE ROULIER (V-164527), while five mines of the samp
type were oleared on 8 October ome mile Southwest of HEKPELMONT (V-253522).
Thirty-five "S" Mines were removed from & road one mile West of PLATICOTE
(V-254508) on 11 Ootober. Preparations Were made on 12 Octobsr for the
construotion of a bridge ons mile South of HOUK (V-224491), by removing
detris from the stream bed, . ‘ ' :

1S - 20 OCTOEERs - e

Operations Instruotions were 1ssusd on 13 Ooctober %o ocoordinate the
aotlvities of the oompanies in support of m edvanos by the dividon in
the direction of FAYS (V-213655) and BRUYERES (V-245470), anmtioipated %o
ocour on 15 Ootobers These insiructions alao generally embraced the missions
required of %bs.252nd Engineer Combet Company (Separate) and one “oompany of
the 3rd Battalion, 36th Engineer Combat Regiment whioh were attached to

support the diviaion,
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i The aix-_-_-dayn imdiat ely preceding the i'all 'or.-.HRUYERES were amployed _
©. 4n'road maintenance ‘apd nﬁ.ne cluaring ‘with the Iotf:ared ooq:&nieu o:t‘ the _
: _ fba.ttalion worlcing o.s fa.r forward ag poasiblo. S LSO

: . Ntmero __trﬁila lmi bulldings in the -_-viozmty.. : LENIL (V-237557) one
' . " and ome-half miles Southwest of JUSSARUPT (V-264515) and near BOUSSEUTTE
- o (V-251512) were checksd by Company A on 13 October, “This ‘extensive combing
. failed to reveal mines in those looalities. Hovever, ‘during the succeeding
. _peven days seven R-M-45 minés and twenty-five "S" Mimss were cleared, Thesa
. R=M-43 mires were found mozttered at various points along the roads in the. L
" ganeral vinini'by of HERFELMONT' (V-260526). ‘Ope had been prepared as an. anti- :
- persommel mins, with shear wires out, . Asido from one minefield consisting =
of twenty-two "S" Mines, looated along & ‘roedebout five hunired yards Soud:h-
. east of FEMINEL (V-—228534), which was. removod on 14-Ooto'bs', the. renmining
nﬁ.noa wera scattarad.' L

ey The mp.intonam d,‘ ro aﬁs vrithin 'L-ha neotm- supported by Gompany .a. ca.uaod -
little oonoarn through as late as 20 October, Neverthe less, 1ight. pﬂ'ﬁoipi*
' __ta.tion during the pariod neoeaaﬂ:uted & oertain amount of repalrs, . Gravel
vas ‘hauled ‘and spraad along the roaed: aroum the: North Bide of m motmtain’: :
©° " one-half mile South of HERFELMONT (7-256522) anl & oulvert bullt on the' same
" 'road on 14 Ootobsrs The road betwesn IE PANZES (V-211530) to PREY (V-219535)
L was repairad by gravelling the msame day. Between LA BOULAY and LA NEUVEVILIE
. the road was continually ma.intained from 18 October through 20 Octoter, which
. required ‘copatruoting A revetment at ors point and a oulvert at anothers j_A_.-_
" 4otal of f:ﬁy truckloada of gravel most of whioh _was taken’ i‘rnm a plt noar
N LA. POLV‘IE (V~213489) waa mad i‘or these repairs.. . e

a During J,S-Octobef the lst p}.atoon arxi Srd plu!:oong.---of-.Cmnpa.ny B oon‘kinued ;
to mainbuin roed blooks at FAYS (V—21$554) and one half mile Northeast of . .
“1E FAWGES: (V-215538) ‘respectively. Corporal Joseph Friday, $3247476, home

' addresss Tyler, Pa., was 11ghtly wounded in the left forefinger by a shell '
. fragment while with the 3rd platoon, The 1st platoon was rélieved from~ - -
“mttachment %0 the 636th Tank destroyer. Ba,ttalion on 14 Ootober; likewise . =
_‘being relieved from-maintenancs of the rodd blook a I.E']_ ANGES anbil 18, Dotnber.

" In the meantims, howsver, the 3rd platoon oleared seven R-E-43 mimss from '!:he

o _'.roaﬁ about om-half____m:ic Bouthwaat of LAVAL (v—zassas) n 14 Oo'bobar.

A minor amoun‘b ---_oi‘-f ruad repa.:lrt was perfornﬁd ‘by ompany'B during 'l:ha R :
' '_.'psriod. On 18 ‘Qotiober a. ‘stretoh of romd iwo hundreﬁ-yardu in length in the -
vicini‘by oi‘ VOIE de Iu. BORDE (V-—192580) was: corduroyod. et o
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A amall wooden oulvert was also bullt on the seme road.  Humerous roads in -
the vieinity of HOUX and LAVELINE DU HOUX (V-234489 to V-260487, from V-228462
to V-232460) wore gravelled emd corduroyed at various looations on 19 Ootober
amd shell oraters.were filled in the road hetwesen CHARMDIS (V-150528) o
ADOILIES (V-136578) to FONIENAY (V-150580) to MEMENIL (V-165585),

On the afternoon of 19 October the 1lst platoon of Company B was attached
to a task force with the mission of olearing mines along the road in fromt of
- an armored column. ' This pleboon moved to the vicinity of BRUYERES (V-2457)
on 20 Ootober armd at 0700 hours that day it was divided into minesweeping de-
tails to work along the road from BRUYERES to BELMONT (V-250688). A minefield
of German R-M~43 minos Was located one-half rdle Bast of BRUYERES (V-257570).
A psrty under Sergeant George M. Maolains, 20817317, home addresss Howston,
Texas was Jeoft to olear the field while the remainler of the platoon procseded
toward EELMONI, The latter porbion of the platoon was forced %o twrn back by
ensmy machins gun fire and as it arproached the rinefield being oleared a
mine was detonnted whioh in twrn exploded several other mines, The bodles of
Sergeant Maclaine and Privaté James B, Dyer, 34360686, home mddress; LaFayette,
Texas wore sompletely dlssutegrated by the explosion, ¥Frivate James P, Maher,
32204474, home address, Eli,abeth, Pa., and Pvt 1 ol Thomas A, Cooney, 33247378,
hors addreasy 1illy, Fa., Was seriously wounded and died enroute to the hospl-
tal, Pvt 1 ol Milton Fonberg, 36551321, home addresss Petroit, Mjch., Pvt
1 ol Leonard Halpern, 32701803, home addresss Ugone Park, Queens, New York;
Prt 1 ol Martin Nunberg, 32705503, home addresss Brooklyn, N, Y., Private
Oliver R, Bowland, 6934785, home addresssy MoDonald, Xen., and Private Gerald
A, Bullis, 32035464, homs addresss: Lewlston, FNew York were all lightly wounded,

A oonsiderable amount of minesweepinsz was carried out by Company C
during the period, however a relatively small number of mipas were removeds
On 13 Ootober the roads leading imto HERPELMONT (V-260527) were s®ept from a
road jumction at V-233518 to V-234522, then Northeast to a road junction at
V-235624, thenge to the Northwest to V-236534 apd from V-238532 Southeask
%o V-248525 then Northwest to V-246628, and from V~243527 Southeast to V-248525,
No mines were fourd on any of these roads. A 1e8s extensive area was ocovered
on 15 Ootober near FATS md LAVAL (V-211552 o v-222550, ani from V-211562
to V-225570 then to V-216660) with no greater results than the previous day.
A mine detector party working in the vioinity of LAVAL on 15 October.was fired
upon by enemy 50 mm cannon and small arms: On the five days succesding 15
Ootober minesweeping was extended forward to the Bast side of BRUYERES whioh
inoluded all the intermediate localitles botween the town of LAVAL and BRUYERES.,

’
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Private Josaph B. Carazza, 33346416, hcme addresas '!l‘ilkea Baz're, Pa,, ’ns
_ligh‘kly wounded in the right thigh by 8. shell fragment on 16 Qotober, ~Six-
toen R-}M-43 mines were fourml about one-half mila West of BRUYERES {7-234570)
on 17 Ockober,’ while five of the same. 'ﬁy’pe m.ne wers: removed from a road just
Forth of GHAMP 1B D (V-246558) on 19 Ootobers Pyt lel Michael J, Thomes,
35276875, homp - address; Cleveland, Ohio ma lightly '«ourﬂad :}.n 'l:ha righ‘b hand
by a nhell i‘ra.gnnnt on. 20 Ucto‘ber. i

'c'ompany C mas moved from near F.&UCOHFIERRE :f(V-ﬁOMQS) to the v&.ninﬁ:y of
DEYCIM)NI (V--192528) on 14 -October, After conduoting a reconmaissance & along
. .arosd to .the Northwest of DEYCILDBT +o be used as & :upnly route for the

“infantry, two miles of the rosd were repaired. by the sompany which requirsd .
' fourteen truckloads of gravel (7-189545 Southwest to V-188541, South $o
.. ¥-18653%5, them Boutheast to V-192528), On 156 and 18 Ootober ocontinmal road
_maintenance was gonducted betwesn DEYCIMONT (V-194527), LEPANGES (V-209355) -

: . and LAVAL (v-zzgsss). Mter initial rapaﬂ.rs, A road patrol was kept on theso'

i roaﬁs 40 £i1l fresh shell craters, For'hy-five fast of armored treadway 'm'idge
. was installed about um—-quarter of o mile Northeaat o!‘ PREY (?—218541) o
.19 Octobuz'._}. i _ R

!

___ A.‘]_tognthar,;;.gewn ammy road blod:s, fnmd 'by ab'ét‘i's', 'm'abo'llanadul S

_-'-.farn implements and debris were removed by Company C. Thres. of ‘thess. ‘blocks .

. were oleared on 17: Dotober near: CHAMP.1E DUC . (v-247553, V-248554 and v-z45553),
_ Two.of these had been ‘boaby—*!:rapped by using hanl grenades,- Thrae hemd = -

R '__;grena.dea, all boo‘by»-..rapped were also found on sach of $wo road . blocks mar
- the sams town which were ‘¢laared on 18 Ooto‘ber ‘and two blooks oleared on

19 October, An enemy abatis road block, ome hundred yards in depth, was réiﬁ&m
_ons-quarter of a mile South of ERUYERER (V-247562) bub ~na1thar booby-trapa nor
1ad mines mm -us_ad in con;junoti.an With “hha ‘block : _

. omi7 Ootober T/Sg;t Eugens V. MoDonald, 2081791%, home a&araaufwouo clty
L --‘f-'exu, a‘mombar: of the Reconnalsaance Section of Headquerters & Serviae,campmy
- _vmn lightly mundod mar BELNDHT by enemy mor‘l:'

EE On 22 Oc‘bo'ba‘ +the. baﬂ:&lion command post was moved from CHEHIMEHIL (?—1584‘
‘to BRUYERES (V-2475703 During the sams day Company A‘'also moved from CHENIMEN.
b BRUYERES (V-241567) and Gompe.ny ¢ moved. from_DEm:tmm (v-msza) 0 LAVAL
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A part o company A oon‘!:mued to rapair the roed from HOUX 4o HERPELMONT
V~-238510 to 'V-255523) and from DOCELIES to LAVAL (V-l?OBOB to V-228655) on 21
ard 22 October, - A.fterwards, most of this type wWork was ‘oonducted between
BRUYERES ami BELMONT. Trees and debris ware ramorod ﬂ'om a road from EWE‘ES
to the Nor‘bh for about ons and one~half ‘mles on 23 Dctober. ‘A bulldozer was
used on 24 and 25 Octobser in repairing a road from about ore mile Bast of
BELMONT (V~-290590) %o near BIFFONTAINE (V-308589), Three road bloocks were
removed on the same day near BELMONT (V-290584, V-289587 and V-291693) during
whioh time twenty-five CGerman prisoners we-e taken, 8%till another road blook
was cleared on 25 October at point one mile North of DEVANT (V-3245695) and
during this work Private Fritz ¢, Johanson, 42046518, home addressg New York,
Ne Yo was lightly wounded by small arms fire. Exbtensive mime deteotion was
oarried out by Company A, althouzh in moat oasas the fields were marked and
taped off unless their presence would interfere with traffio olroulation.
Roads one and ome-half mile East of BRUYERES (V-263565 to V-284560) were
swept without revealing the presence of mines on 23 October while on 24 October
a road one mile North of BIFFONTAINE (7-308588 %o V-318585) was checked and -
taped off, 9ur1ng the latter wak, four men were lightly woipded. Corporal
¥illard K, Barman, 33444331, home addressy Falls Churoh, Va., was wounded
in the head by a shell fragmnt; Teo § David K. Johnston, 16033761, home
addresss Olivet, Mich., received a shell fragment wound on the left aide of
the faoce; Private lcl Lester L, Shaw, 35627473, home addresas Springfield,
Ohio, sustained a fragmentwund in the foreheed, and Private Albert B.
Chambliss, 18120723, home addresss MoKinney, Texas auffera& from conoussion
caused by po:.nt blan}; enemy tank fire, "

On 22 Oc‘&oher Company Bts 2nd pla‘aoon, aosompanying a task foroe, arrived
at BELMONT (V-280589) at 0700 hours without havinpg found any mines. Yhose of
the ensmy who gtill remained in the town came out and surremlered, with the

platoon taking seven prisoners, All six rosds leading into BELWM wars
m:!.neawept for a distance of six hunired yards past the outskiris of .the town,
but no mines were found, &% 1130 houras on 22 Ootober, Company B, less the -
2nd platoon, was committed to the lips ms infantry and was inatruotad to ‘move
into a position in the vioinity of BONNE-FONT ATNE (v-aéu) after darkness,
The relief of the 2vd Bn., 30th Infanmtry Regiment was effected by the company
at 2130 hours, Little activity ocourred during the first night, with only
a few founds of mortar fire falling in the viocinity of the companys The 2nd
platoon of the ocompeany was relisved from attachment to the task force on

23 Ootober aud ravertad to company oontrol, baing plaued in the oompanyl
ragorvo. : B B :
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_:During -L-ha___afterno'on oi‘ 24 Ootu’bm‘ a German patrol of'a'bout thirty men was
-Been Working its way. t}rough the woods toward. +the cOmpany‘a right fronte - -
- #rgillery and mortar fire was brought %o bear.on “the’ patrol, which ﬁiaperaed

4t and foroed 1ts withdrawal., At 2200 hours of 24 October the company was

' "--cw w z}m to m{m%s and o ELWONT.

" .relieved anl returnsd to bivouse at LE ROULIER (V-168523) but remainsd attached
- %o thelé:ax:d Infeuﬂ:ry Regiman‘b until 25 Oo’co'ber when 1‘h revartad *I:o 'ba'!:‘balion .
'oontrol. L S : L

company G oontinuad tp perform ex’censive mnesweeping missions. On 21 _
October & road froma. point one-mile Northwost of CHAMP LE DUC (V-253558) to
ore and one-half" mlles Southeast of the’ village (V—-258552) ‘produced four ‘enemy
 R-¥-43 mnse. No mines were founl on the following day bastwesn BELMONT (V-2785¢
4o DOUFAING (V-—271599), ‘or. from om-—quartar of a mile West of VERVEZELLE (V-271
' 685) %o one mile South of the village (V-zsas?s), but six B-M-43 mipes and ‘one
Mg" ;mipe wers found oOpne ani. onauquarter of ‘a mile: Sou‘bhe&ut of CHAMP 1E DIC
(V—ZE?SSS) anl *t:wo “*-15-'43 mines and i:hraa "S" mines in the outskirts of H{UYEREE

on 22 Du'l:ober Company c moved from the vmimty of nmmzmm (V—-192528) E
.__"to LAVAL (V—234554), ‘but the latter looation was not ocoupled but two days,
"Emmy artillery goncentration becams ‘heavy on LAVAL ard on 24 October the =
*. company wWas reliaved, at which +ime it moved to FATY: (v-a‘usn). Heamhile,'
‘and as late as 25 Oo*bo‘bez A oonsiderable amount of road ‘maintenance was per-
formeds: ‘Ore hundred. ani fifty—i‘ive loads of gravel anl rook were hauled and -

" ‘spread over roms which were progressively repairadifrom tha vioinities of

Ci On 25 Oo%o‘bar a detsil from Headquarteru and_.Sarvioe Compimy ‘begun
_oonstruotion of a portable showsr unit pear HEIMONT. Two storage tants had
' been ‘ersoted for. this ‘purpose when the ememy aubjected the area %o, artillery;
air bursta, ‘he tenmtage was completely ruined and Sergeant Thomas R.: Eaka',
20818182, homs. address; Victor:.a, Texas, ‘a rember. of thet eOmpany, was

' "--serioualy 'ﬂ'ouniad by shell i‘ragmsnts in the head ani lim'bs._: R

| --'iés - 51 oc'rossn

‘l'he las*b Bi:x: days ‘of the mnn‘bh ware largely_._amp}.oyad to min’f:ain roeds
in the vioimty of BELMONT.  Foles ware out and used as ‘cordwoy and also
'heavy lumber was . prooured from local Bouress, frOm vhioh plank roads were ‘oon=-
“structed, Several inohes of gravel wers then sPrea.d over the poles or timbers
which were used as & base. Inasmuch as considerable work was involved ‘ahero‘by,
detai led mention of all the ronmds aoverad 18 not baing mada 'bu’c marely a -
genera}. oovera.ge of tha mssions. L =
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On 26 Octobar company A began repairs to a rnad from ore mile Sagt of
BELWONT (V-292592) to one mile North of BIFFONTAINE (V-307589) where gravel
was heuled and spread. Onse platoon of the company moved to within ope-half
mile Northwest of DEVANT (V-216584) aweiting the. infan’ Ty to alvame prior fo
bepinning road repairs. 1he area was subjsoted to epemy artillery and as a
result 1st Lt Thomas P. Corwin, 0-1110431, home addresss Poonville, N. Y.
was lightly wounded in the left shoulder by a shell fragmnt and Teoc § Frank
Santacrove, 32682153, hore addressy Sag Harbor, N. Yo suffered a light wound
in the left h:p from & shell fragment. . orduroy material was lald and gravel
spread along a roed ons and om-half miles Southeast of BELMONT (V-299584)
te within a mile North of BIFFONTAINE (V-309588) on 27 Ootober. On 28 Ootober
a road from one miie Southeast of BRUYERES (V-263565) alons a wooded aeotor
to one mile South of BEIMONT (V-285579) was maintained and the work was con-
tinued through 29 Octobers Pvt 1 ol Clinton ¥, Hall, 344656194, home address;
Raeford, M, C. was lightly wounded in the left hip by an "S" Mime explosion
on 29 Ootobers Two corduroy and plank roads were oonatruoted on 31 Ooctiober,
One of these began one and ore-half miles North of DAVANT at V-316600 and
extended to V-328601, The other Was built apprcmina'cely ons~half mile North-
wost of DEVANT at V-309586 and extended to V_321685, After poles and luwber
were 1aid on these roasis, gravel and earth were spread over.

During the remainder of the month Compeny B performed the mintenance
of roads in the vicinities of LAVELINE (V-253499) and HSRFELMONT (V-260524).
In addition, one hundred and thirty-nine 73" mines were cleared and several
fields marked and taped off in those vicinities, 4 reconnaissance party was
dispatched on X Ootober to locate an "S" Mine field South of LAVAL (V-228552)
and upon arrival at the field “orporal Arthur Lruman, 35443467, home address;
Baokley, W, Va., stepped on om® of the mines Which exploded, killin: him
instantly. ¥Frivate lol Harry U, Ossterlen, 33135347, home aldressg FPhlla-
delphia, Pa.,, Was seriously wounded and died of Wounds later in ths day, while
1st Lt lobert A, Findlay, 01112686, home adiresss Patterson, N, J, and Privete
Joseph R, Vlugos, 33057909, home eddresss Bath, Pa,, were lightly wounded,
Thres "S" mines were removed from this field and all hﬂd been booby-trapped
with tripws.reu_* B

Although Companies A end B performed a large aﬂaount at‘ roed work duri.ng
the last six days of the month, the road work dome by Company ¢ far excesded
either of those two oompanies. “he roads meintained were in the vioinity
of BELMONT amd a total of six hundred and fifty yards of carduroy and plank
roads were oonstructed by the company alone.

—— —— — S o



Gravel ard rock spread over corduroy roada n:ud va.rious othar roads entailed
npprux‘lm‘l:ely 4w hundred and eipghty nine truckloals during the last six
days of the mon't:h. Alao, four culverts were constrwted on 28 October near
BELMONT and three more on 29 October in the same ‘locality. Comparatively
1ittls diffioulty was encountered in‘obbaining rock and gravel for this
work., A gravel pi% was opered on 28 Dotober about one anl one-half miles
Southeast” of mmmr (v-207587) where a power shmral was planed into
operation. L _ L o

Evm though 'l:he mjor portion of compuny G wu engaged in roa.d maintem-
ance, #everal minesweeping parties were dispatehed, The rosd from one and
_one<half miles East of CHAW LE DI (y-260651) Southeast to the rallrosd one-
‘half miles Southwest of LAVELINE DEVAN BRUYRRES (V-269545) and North to ome
_mile Northwest of LAVELINE DEVANT ERUYERES (V-267548), then West to one and

ope-half milss East of CEAMP LE DIC (V-260551) was mineswept on 27 Ootober,
howevar no minss wors ropcrtad. Like resulis were obtainel on 31 October
when a'detall mineswspt from 4wo and one-quarter miles East of EELWONT . -
_ (V—SOSSBB) Korthwaut' to wl*bhin 'km and thraa-quartorl m.laa South oi' IES
BQU(ES EU.&I. L e . _ -

_ Altogethea" throughoub the month of Octobur,--_‘kmhtmdred ‘and rnr‘hy-hm -

: fea"c of rosd was immroved by plnuing hanvy Pplarking on the roed, ' Ons. thuusanﬂ,
_seven hundred end elsven faet of rosd was impro-wed 'by the use of oorduroy

. .poles, ‘while mother six humired feet of rosdway was improved by a oanh!.na’aien
. ume of plankinz and corduroy pdles, or a combined tuto.l of . 4wo thousand, five
hunired and fifty-three feet. A total of one hunired and twenty milss of roada

"-_wero nmpt for mi.ma and gamrally mintained duri.ng tha mcnth.

Miﬂo from aevaral former . asaigned mem‘bers"}. _.the orgnnizatiun who had .
been’ ‘attached since roorganization of . the hatta.lion An May 1944 ‘mnd uuraiting
persommel vacanciss Tor resssignment thereto, only op8 replacement was reoeived
during the month and was assigned to rapla.ue .o} 1nd111dual rotated to the -
TUnited Stataa. “Inasmuoh ‘as the raplaoamnﬁ waz a former member of the Medioal
Department and had never received Engineer or Infentry training--neither had he
fired the preaoribad cowrse for the rifla--he oonld no’c -be txti}.i:ed and had to
he rsturmd %0 ‘l:he repls.oement dapob. SRR SRCPT e




On 12 Ootobar. 1944 the 111th Engineer Combat Battalion was cled in
Gemeral Orders No. 384, Headquarters 36th Infantry Division, dated 12 Ooctober
1944 far its partioipation in the Italian campalgn, The oitation read as
followsy ~ = - . B

: *The 111th Enginser Combat Battalion, for exceptional performmoe
from 26 May to 26 June 1944 in the monumental 29-day push from the
Anzio beachhead area through Roms to the hills overlooking Pisa, Bx-
posing themselves to hoavy enemy artillery and small arms fire, the

of ficers md men of the 111th Engimser Combat Battalion worked skill-
fully and indefatigably filling shell craters and removing mines from
the importent supply routes lsading to the infantry troops attacking
Velletri, After facilitating the domfall of the savagely defended
sremy stronghold, the enzineer battalion advanoed with the infantry
mits toward Rome, swopt through the Bternal City and, clearing away
mines and construoting end repairing roads and bridges, ocontinued up
Highmay $1 to the narth of Rome, Although the rapidity of ths sdvance.
demanded m exaot coordination of movemsnt anmdl a speedy execution of
acsigrad missions, the 111th Bngimeer Combat Battalion funotioned
smocthly and effiolently, successfully accomplishing its importent
tasks, untll the battalion was relisved, after a 240 mile amdvame, in
the high ground commanding the approaches to Pisa,"™
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Su'b:)é'c':t' Historv df Organir.ﬂtion

To Oommanding Genernl 36%h Infantry nivasion,'m#ss U s Amr.

5 R 'Ee:'i‘tiri:t'ﬁ;'---'_'cperetiona in I‘renca. lllth lnginaer Bom‘bat Battalion“
-.-for the month of Hovem’oer 1944, in sextupla. o e S

2, The following observe.tions ware noted dm‘ing _per'ations covered 'by'
-the a‘bove report‘ PR _ _

..a. 55_: f::%erations. Snow ceusad some dele;r ':111 opening roeds for traffic

in ‘one’ regimental combet teem entor. This edded o ths roblem of removing .

“mines which had been planted prior to the snowfrll as ‘well as those planted 11:
‘the snow,  The snow slso .added to ‘the difficulty of check!.ng ‘abatis road blocks
for mlnel prior to the employmant of a tank d.ozer in renorlng auch o’bataclet.

S ' J\s a mault oi‘ experimantn with the mins detector, honnr, 1t

was found that the Nine Detector SCR-625 would detect mires under twelve inches
‘of :Bnow, ‘but the German Schu mine could not 'be auccassfully detected with the _
. d.eﬂce._.. _ UL sk o _ '

BT SR !&'ei‘fic contrcl end direction elcmg the roads 1n the Diviaion |
'-rorward ereas was adeouate during the month, . _

_ . b. Minee anﬁ Booby—tra}:}as A mpxked. increasa in the use of anti«-
“tenk and anti-personnel minen by the enemy wes noted,: Aer:lal bombs snd explosi ve
‘with times clock firing. ‘devices were found buried in main roads and buildings
1likely to be used by troops, Booby-trnps were used axtensively in abatis roa.d
."bloclm ma 1n hmsea. SRR D _ _

Water Su;:ply._ Water has ‘been ample_',';. ""1£i_i:'__iao'difficﬁlty'_ilh plak:iq

-'ﬁ.ve pﬁrification unitt sarving the Diviaion.

3
el




o o vt Dy

d.' 'M@ Supplyt Map Supply was satlsfaztory. Sufficlent quantities
of 1/50,000 scele in color anl 1/25,000 scale of monotone print were availsble,
A limited number of relief maps 1/50 000 scale 1n color were recelved during
the month, PR "

o, Englneer Supply and lquipment' Thare was no apprecigbls chenge
in the general status of englneer supply during the month of November, Short-
sges in certein categories however have not been relieved, with ths result
that continmued consupption of theee items has prec!pitated a critical shortzge.
Included in this group are axes, D-hpndled shovels, mine probes, englneer
pocket knives, lensaticcompesses, and lithographic mep paper, Other topogrephic
supplies and acetsali products are bel g received, although the supoly does not
yet entirely satisfy the demend, Scotch tape is periicularly short, Other
shortages not yet criticel include such items ma diecharge hose mnd electric lamps
and simple fixtures, The Division Englneer Supply has assumed the responsibility
of supplying oxygen end scetylene in bulk to Division Ordnsnce for subsequent
issue to divieion units. To dete the supply of these gases has been entirely
adequate to meet this increzsed demepnd, ~The previously reported shortage of
elgn-making materials hes heen lergely erpsed by the receipt of both paint and
ready-made aigna. '

« SPOVALL
Lt Colonel, 111th Bpgineer € Bn
Commanding

Cad

Pnetiirns i g4



1 loumns

orsm:ons 1y mmcx

.-111TH INGIIEEB GOMZBA!E B.A.T'IA.'LIOK
!OVEMBEB. 1944

l‘ha third platoon togetber with A squad frou ench of'__'the tirat md aecond

: _'platoons of Company A repeired and msintained s rosd in the viecinity of one
" mile Worth of Bmonmm (7-312586 to V=-319586),  This task required placing

threo Imndred and thirty-one pleces of . heavy timber’ planking across the road u

.m base and also cutting md placing poles as corduroy; over which was spresd
~thirty tmckloaﬂs of gravel, Meanvhile snother squad from the uconﬂ. platoon ;

" of the company Lauled md spread nips truckloads ‘of gravel pver s lank roaﬂ. _
'praviously bnilt one-half miles !orthaast of mrxox'.um (v-sxssoo _

I-ater 1n the dw tha Iirat platoon of Gonpany renovea aix "8" ninen and

. .._-'_-_fou: R.M-43 mineg at verious points q;proxlnataly ope mile Southemst of DEVANT

. LE FEY5  (V-338579 to V-339583, Y-330583 snd V-238579) while in support of the

141t Infentry Regiment. A sc*uad of the second - Platoon cleared ten nSe Hines :
: r_while minesweeping 1:: the some . general vicinity._ S R

By nl&-a:rternoon the ﬂrst platoo'n of 'Gompeny 3_3:}:ad"'com_pleted repa.{rs to :

- a. ri.fle range ifor the 142nd Infantry Begiment in the wiclnity of TENDOKN .

'(T—-2144‘73). This nisainn required ccmplets rapa.ir of tergets: ‘mnd making s :fill

. with gravel on the firing 1ine,  Meanwhile n sgued from the third platoon of
i~ the company ‘began comsiruction of m o'bsarvntion post shelter on the front
" Mnes of the 143rd Infmntry Regiment, By 1600 hcrura the sha‘lter wu eomleted
: _-and ﬂre was ‘being directud from ‘ths post. SR R : S

Tha cond plataon or Gompany 3 re'turned to ‘the support ot tha 1421:&1

| '_-'-_"Infantry ‘with the mission of maintaining ‘& supply roed sbout ons mile Bouth-
esst of LAVELINE DU. BOUX (V-250484 to V251485 to V-250488), During the previous

.. night the rosd, alresdy sosked by the raln, had been churned into a sea of mmd,

'-.'from LA ROTENE.
‘then Northesst to a point one-querter of: a mile Kortheaat of the 1a,tter town

"‘With the’ use _tf_cordm'oy material sixty percent __of ‘the maﬂ. waa rapalrerl ‘by
_nightfall. S : L . : _

e minaswae 1ng detaﬂ from the thlrd pla‘boon_uf:{ Gompany c check:ad e raad
fv~373547> to Southesst of LAVELIKE DEVANT BRUYERES (V-276545)

(1‘-?78548). ;I‘To a:ines were ‘sncountereds -;

e
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2 NOVEMBER:

Cne aquad uf the first platoon of Gompa.ny A removed an abatis road block
one mile Horthwest of VANEMONT (V-350574), Two B-M-43 Mines were found and
removed from the spprosches to the obstecle. The remainder of the compsny's
work consisted of road maintenance. Ths third platoon and one squad of the -
first platoon houled end epreal twenty four loads of gravel over a roal one-
half mile North of DEVANT LE FXY8 (V-312535 to 7-335537). Your indred and tsn
pleces of timber plarking had been laid along ths rosd prior to graveling, At
the sane time a squed from the second platoon hemled and spread efighteen ¢ ruck-
loads of gravel over a corduroyed roed ons mile Southsast of ERIVAL (V-316600),
Mgnnwhile another two squads drained and filled holes along a road near ERIVAL
(v-301620 to 1-319601) and also comtmtad .Y fourteu foot cnlnrt on the same
road, - ;

During the norning the company commender choupany 3 was called upon to
attend a conferance at the 142nd Infantry cosmand post, The company was placed
in support of tho infantry for an a,ttack: uchadnlod to 'hogin at 0800 hours,

5 Decomber,

Upon retm*nlng to complete repairs to aupply road ona-hal'r mile Southsast
of LAVELINE DURUX which was bagun the previous day, ths second platoon of
Company B d1scovered that seventy-five percent of the repairs made had been
destroyed by tank traffic daring the night, It was then nacessary to corduroy
and gravel the ro=d from ¥-250484 to V-251485 to 7-850486. The task was begun,
however not conplatod diring the day.

A groator part of the three platoons of Gol;pany C wers sngaged in the
repair of roads from one and one=half miles Fast of CHAMP IE DUC (V-260551)
Southeast of the railroad one-half milss Southwest of LAVELINE DEVANT BHUYERRS
(V-269545) end ¥orth to one mile Northwest of LAVELINE DEVANT BRUYZRRS
(¥-257548) then West to one anl one~hnlf miles Bast of OHANP L¥ TUC (V.260551),
Twenty~five loads of gravel were sprsad and one-hundred yards of the road re-
raired by corduroying. However, the third platoon dlspatched a ninseweeping
party to clesr mines in the vicinity of LAVELIKE DEVANT BRUYERES. -4 totsl of
five B-M-43 Mynes and nine wooden box mines were removed, Two minefields were
found, ons of which consisted of three raws of box mimss laid at the railroad
spur in LAVELIRL DEVANT BRUYERES (V-274545) while the other was fommed by two
rows of B-M-43 mine. planted In = garden in the town.
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2 Nmm (Gont a)

Theso fialds were mrk-ed. .!. civilian 1n LAVELIM DEY.AM‘ BRMH!S clatmed to
have alresdy removed thrse hundred minas ‘of different types in the ﬁcinity.
?nd he - al;o mportod ‘an eneuw roed 'block one—half uﬂ.a Smth of the town,

s omomm:

A uquad. of tha ﬂrat platoon of . Uompany i chadco& a road ons. 1110 '.lorth-
weat of VANENONT (V-349576 to V-344575) for ‘mines, however nons.was found, Two
.-.aquadn of the mecond. pla’coon of the cotpany wers. employed 4in the removal of an
‘extensive eneay. minefield one snd one-half miles East of FAUX (V-2345627),
Mpanwhile two squads of the first pletoon with a squad from the ‘second pla&oon
repalrsd snd maintained s rosd’ ‘ons-half mile North of DEVANT I! RYS

(V-312587) ‘to ¥-324588), This miselon entailed: 1awlng poles ‘28 corduroy end
covering with rorty-sevan tmckloaas of grwml. T

. Mhe second platoon of Uo any B comnleted repaira to rosls one-half nna
-southaast of LATELINE DU ROUX (V-250484 to V-239489) which were begua on 1 Nov-
‘ember, At the game - ‘time the third platoon of ths company dralm'd and filled
‘eraters along & road nesr FREY (7-21’?542 to V—243512) however the ‘work was

- -.not completed d:uring the das'.

The ﬂrst plehoon of Conmany c ratnrned ‘to. complete rapaira to ‘Toads f‘ron
om and one=half miles E,et of CHAMP LE DUC. (V-260551) Southeast to the raile
_road one~half mile Southwest of LAVELINE IEVART BRUYERES (¥-269545) and North
to obs mile Northwest of LAVELINE DEVANT BRUYERR®S (V-267548) then West to one
. ‘mnd one-half miles Eaat of CHAMP LE DUE (V.280551), Twenty-five trucklosis of

'grml rara naaa md‘lmntyu—ﬂva yardm of plmking wers laid at. one “polnt,

!‘vm mlmnmeplng partiea were pent but rrom Oompany 0 dnring 'l:bo day. Fo
mines were found by om detall working {hree-forths of a mile Fast of BIFFON.
TAINE (V-319575). The other party removed five RM-43 Mines from a road one-
half ni}.e !‘ortheant o:l' I:AVELIKE DEVARY BRHH}RES (7-2535{-5).. . , .

4 mvr.m:

The third. platoon of Gompeny A bauled end Spreaﬂ. eleven 103&: of gravel
along a roed one-half mile Sontbwast of HERPELMONT (V-251519 t5 V-254525) while
e squad from the first platoon and om equad of the seconl platoon repsired a
stratch of rosd near LA CROSSETTE (V-325587 to V-333586) by placing planks .
over approximately ons hundrad yerds of the mad thsn covering the timber with
fifteen truckloaﬁa of gravel. :
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4 NOVEMBER: (Cont'g) __
Two "S" Mines were removed by a squad of the first platoon of Company &
while minesweeping u trail one mile Bouth of MARMOMOSSE ?V-—:s:sw% to V-I36605).
A minefield two miles East of Les ROUGES XAUX (V-338628) was marked snd taped
off by a squad of the firet platoon, O5¢ill motber trall ons and one~half
mile Bast of les ROUGES EAUX (V-333618 to V-334629) was searched for mines but
nons was detected, During the latter, P.ivate Anthony Cardillo, 31215890,
homs addresst Monterey, Mass., was lightly wounded by a sl21l fragzment from
enemy artillery action, : I

At 0900 the third platoon of Company B moved from le BOULIER (V-168523) to
a wooded ares sbout one mile Northesst of DOMFAING (V-280617), arriving at 1200
hours, in preperation for support of an attack dy the Infantry, One squéd of
the company mincawept a ireil one mile Southesst of les ROUGES EAUX (V.323628
to V-332618) while the third platoon mineswept seversl roals and trails sbout
8 mile East of the same town (V~327622 to V~342620 end from V-331617 to V=339608).
Ko mines or booby treps were found by eithsr group.. = -

Company C's activities were confined %o the vicinity of BIFFONTAINE. 4
road two miles Northeast of ths town (V-328587 to V-328579) was repsired with
fifteen loada of gravel, Twe mineswesping perties from Company C opersted
throvghout the day in the same locslity. Rords were swept from V-309586 to
V-311583, from V-317587 to V-313577 to V-326587 to V-330586 to V-326583, and
from V-332575 to V-326577 to V-323582 to V-319575,, Ho mines were found,

& HOVEMEER:

The third platoon of Company A hauled and spread four tructlosds of gravel
glong & rosd one mile Southwest of FERPELMONT (V-24053L t o V-256525) after
firet draining weter from the rosd. Mganwhile, the first snd second platoons
of the company repalred sporoximately fifty ysrds of rosd nesr DEVANT LE FEYS
(Y-325687 to ¥-329586) by using timber planks a8 a base and covering it with
fifteen truckloads of gravel, ' : '

At 0730 hours the third platoon of Company B assembled at a point about
one mile Southesst of les ROUGES BAUX (V.331517) tole in e position to immedia-
tely perform eny work thet might arise., A pert of the platoon prepared to mine-
sweep roals in the vicinity at 1000 hours moved to V-334614, At this point
Private First Clazes John R, Sparks, 35038527, home sddress: Lyuisville, Ky,,
sccidentally tripped an "S' Mine and sustsined light wounds,



SECRER

B xovsunna: (Gont'd)

The first plat oon of Compsny B moved to apnroximately ‘one mila !orth of
les ROUGES. BAUX and dispetched = detell: to meintein roads in the vicinity
(V-316628 to V-331617). This ros=d wee drsined, shell holes filled and a
revetment ‘built aléng the ditches, < After. darkneas a detail from the platoon
began minesweeping a rosd mbout two miles Southeast of les ROUGES EAUX (V-337614
%o V-340608), A minefield consisting ‘of B-M-43 Mynes was found ‘ani four of -
these minas removed but while removing the ﬂfth the g'oup was rirecl uocn by
'anenv machine gunn vhich forc&d s.t to withdra:r. B S

Two hmﬂ.red md sixtyﬁfaur ysu'ds of plank roal were. constructed by the

: third platoon of Company C at a point sbout three miles Northesst of DOMFAING
(7-328587 to V-338579). ' Numerous romds were swept for mimss by the second
Platoon in the vicinity of .‘BII’FOE’IAI!E (7-323534 to 7-32‘7581 to V-329577) but
no ninel were found. S S _

!Ehe third ;platonn of compeny A conetmcted one htmlred a.nﬁ thirty yards of

planl: road, using fifteen truckloade of: gravel ot n point one=hslf mile Worthe

" eest of DEVANT IE FEYS, (V-330590), Ay the same time the ‘first platoon of the

 company repaired ninety yards in the sams manner negr CROSSETTE f'f-332586)
using six loads of gravel, The second platoon arained, rentted and mainte.ined
s romd from HAILLENFAING %0 LANGEFOSSE fV-SS?&SB). o _

e _ lleven ll'S" ll neg and six R-M-43 mines were claared ‘one ami ona-»halr niles :
7 West of XAMPAING %Y-340620) by & sourd of ‘the second. platoon of Compeny A, -l

“friendly minefield: consisting of thirty-:tour M1AL. ‘mines were removed by the
third platoon of the compeny which sles detected one R-M-43 Mine and seversl
Z?ooby—hap; on the road ‘between LArannz nmvmxm xnuzm&ns (v;avosesj end BxHAUPnL.
- {V=253475 _ ARG

. .'!Barly in tﬁe nornlng a squed from Gompem;r B ‘began ruoval of fallen trees
from a eupply trall about two miles Bt of les BOUGES EAUX (V-343613), :
~ ‘mineawseping: detall cleared forty-thres’ B—H-—43 nims fmn various roads a:bont
two niles went of mAxumRUx (7-341607).;.5;_._ : o -




o SEICRET
6 WOVEMEER: (Cont'a)

Company C continued maintenance of roeds two miles Bast of BIFFONTAIRE
(v-32 8587 to V-338579). A mineswecping detsil removed two btooby~-traps con-
sisting of trip wires attached tn two hend grenndes while clearing a rosd three
fowrths of a mile Southwest of JUSSARUPT (V-275513). Four B-U-43 Mines were
slso removed one-half mile Southeest of the town, The third platoon of Company
C remeined in reserve during the dsy slthough one minesweeping party wes sent
out to clear ths rord from one half mile South of LAVELINE DEVART BRUYERES
(v.272538) to three-fourthe of = mile South of the town. At 1400 hours six
men of the first platoon working at BIFFONTAIRE were wounded by an *5" Mine
explosion, ' ' SRR ,

Privete Joseph L, Fyne, 33331032, homs address: Fhiladelphia, Pa., astepped

on the mine and wass sericusly wounded while Corporel Gilmer Ellis, 20817682,
home eddress: Port Artmr, Texas, Corporal Clyfton N. Jomes, 36173955, home
pddress: Wilmington, ¥, C., Tec B Bryson L, Bayden, 38037507, home address:
¥yler, Texna, Private First Class Andrew S, Cromarty, 39196981, Home address:
8rand Coulee, Wash., Private First Class Bugene E, McDonald, 36173910, home
address Coldwater Branch, Mich,, and Privaete Lind W, Salmela, 37549951, howe
address! Menange, Minn,, were all lightly wounded., Tec 5 Marvin I, Braune,
20817628, home aldress: Gonzreles, Texms, a member of the Battalion Medical
Dytachment attached to Company C as en aid men was also lightly wounded.

7 WOVEMERR :

One squad of the first plet oon of Compeny A removed two small roed blocks
et a point about four mndred yerde Southwest of MARMOMOSSE (V-540597) during
the day while the remainder of that platoon along with the second and third
platoons of the company constructed three hundred end fiteen yards of plank
road between DES HUTTRS (V-340590) to TRAPIF des SAULES (V-350570).

Company B was concerned primarily with mim removal during ths day, One
squal of the third platoon mineswept in the vicinity of DES HUTTES (V-341603 to
V~344593) but found no mines, however fellen trees were removed from the road,
Rosds cbout one mile Northwest of LANGEFOSSE (V-348602 to V-359591) were swept
by the firat pletoon snd a minefield conslasting of box mines wes located, how=
ever it could not be removed becruse of enemy smell arms fire, This same
platoon also swept rosds in the same viclnity (V353597 to V-354590) but falled
toe find eny mines, '

= o

ten

f

jcx ped
11
i



jm
im
fo
]
im
i

7nomm: (Cont'd) S ;

One h'u.zﬂred yards ‘of. plank roed st abcut tm and one--helf nﬂea FNortheast
of EJOMFAIHG (V-328567) was constructed by the second platoon .of Company C,
‘entailing the uee of fifteen loeds of gra,vel. . Drainage of the road was imnrored
. by opening the ditches with a bulldozer, One minesnaping party wns dispatched
during the day. which swept fifteen feet on each #ide of the rosd two end one-
‘helf miles xortheaat af BIFFONTA INE (V—ssas?a) at no llnes were found,

8 xommm

o .lll of Oompany .l wes mnloyed during the dsy”!.n':;:tha constmtion nf thrae
‘hundred yards of plenk road at about one~helf mile N,rthwest of VANEMONT
(7-364560). l‘ivs truc}cluada of gravel were use& on th& road.-

S !he :ri rst platcon of Compeny B rﬂmoved ninetean woo&an 'bo:l: nims while
S clearlng pn area sbout one-i‘ourth mle Korthwest of LAH}I!‘OSSl (v-359591),

- .The same pletoon later mineswept Forthesst of the seme town (V-2367590 to

- ¥-361592 to V-355586. Fifteen R-M-43 Nines were removed during the course of

. this-work, The third platoon of ‘tbe company mineswept rosds about one mile

- Forthwest of LANGEFOSSE (V-351895 to V-357581 aml V-343595 to V-345584.
_.-_.rifteen B-lt-q.'s lij_nes were also removed by em, Platoon, SOt )

!'Eha ﬁrst jplatocn oi' Gompany C removed m abatin ma:l 'hlock fomed ‘by
'.fellen trees cleverly metted together st m point three miles Borth of LA

. HOUSSIERE (V-346584) by the use of & D-4 tulldoszer, “Boeds in the came srea
{V-246584 to V-344590) were nlso checked for mines btut mome waes found, Myan-

“while the third. pletmn of . the com'cn.ny continued to maintain a supply rosd from

two snd one-half miles Northesst of DOMFAING (Vw"28587) to & point three miles
- Bemt of ‘the town (V-338579), . Fifty yerds of plank rosd were. constructed on
“thie route with ﬁve truckloeda of gravel being; spread. '

llgmmm _ R
!Elm three plaboonn of Gompany A were emplo ed throughout the day 1n the

meintenance of & rosd from DES HUTTES (7-340580) %o three~fourths of = mile .
Nor thwest of YMOM’. Tpirty yerds of plank Tond were constructed and treasde

| . WEy WES. placed. on. planking previuusly 1&&. : rainge of the road wes aleo

o 1nprond. e
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9 NOVEMEER: (Cont'd) B

Compeny B wes employed entirely on minesweeping misslons during the dey.
The first platoon mineswept lstersl roads in the vicinity of les ROUGES EAUX
(V-347600 to V-349602; from V-351595 to V-352597 and from V-353588 to V-355590),
finding no minee, The third pletoon removed fiftieen R-Mw43 ¥ines at a point
sbout one mile Southwest of LANGEFOSSE (V.345580), Private James Silcock, Jr.,
33414508, home addresst Carnegle, Pa., wes lightly wounded when he atepped on
en S-Mine while removing sn R-M-47 mine, : : '

Tha Gominany B command post wes moved during the day from one anl one-half
miles Weat of MAILLENFAING (V.280617) to sdout two miles Weast of TAINTRUX
(v-343607). - :

A detall from the first platoon of Company C performed the mission of
ferrying supplies and equipment scross lp VOLOGEE RIVER neer JUSSARUFY (V-272521)
for use by the infantry., While et this locztion a reconnsissance was mede for
a footbridge site in the vicinity. Mganwhile the second platoon of ths company
continued to maintain a med two anl one-half miles Hyorthsast of DOMFAING
(V328587) where loose plenks were nsiled and thirty trucklozds of gravel wers
hemiled and spread, The third pletoon performed minesweeplpg missions along
the "S¥ curve of the rosd one querter of a mile West of LAVELIKE DEVANT BEUYEHES
(V-264546) to the blown bridge ip the town. X, mines were detected and "clsar®
signs were placed. : o

10 ROVEMBER:

The first platoon of Company A meintained a Toed from LES OHERRIEEES
(V-220460) to one-half mile Northwest of CAILLOUX (V-237433), The rond was
widened and drained and low-henging branches cut from trees slong the roed,
One squad from the second pleatoon of Company A stecked emsmy mims which had
been removed in piles alongside of the road in the vicinity of DHAMPDRAY
(v-270482).

The first pletoon of Company B meintained roeds sbout three miles South-
eest of les ROUGES EAUX (V-342607 to V-353593) by graveling and draining. An
ares about oms-hslf mile still further to the Esat wos mineswept, but without
revealing the presence of mines, The third platoon of the company was =lso
given a mission of road maintensnce slightly to the north of that performed by

-the first platoon (V-341608)., Nine wooden box mims were removed by a detall

from the third platonn working in the vieinity of la BOUSSIERE (V-357572 to
V-365665). - ’ -
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10 nwmma: (Gont'd)

:_In the early evening a squ,d wae diepaﬁched to clear £y road of nines in the _
vicinity of one-half mile West of la FOUSSIERE (V-337567 to V-342662). . During

the work a minefield was discovered., Inasmuch ms s greater part of the rines
hed been booby-trapped,” ‘the fis1d was t@ad off end the squed returned to the
company awaiting dqlight to remove the mmainder of the ninen.

Asa result of a racannaiarsance conducted for ;foot'bridga ni.te over the’ E

*'15 VOLOGR® RIVER nes JUSSARUPT (V-272521) by the first platoon of Compsny C

the previous dag, this platoon returned to the site and by falling two trees
across the stream over which a walk was ‘ouilt “enabled the passage of infantry

troops, - The third platoon: of the company was again returned to maintain the

rozd two and one-half miles Nrtheast of BIFFONTAINE (V-328587), Thirteen

" losds of grave}. were hauled md apread over- the roml B well as tha drainage |
-‘being improveﬂ,. o e s Ea L

S :lmmm

!l'he second pletoon af Comps»ny A maintained :a. road. ..fral ona—half M.le South

. “of MENEMONT (V-254488) to CHAMPDRAY (V-270489) by dreining, Plecing two short

. stretchas or corduroy mnd f£111ing shell craters with gravel, Iike wise the
©.third platoon of the tompany wes engeged in Tozd rﬂpaira from 1E CREUX (V-330452)

_ to CAILLOUX (V-237533) snd from LA BUTTES V-220446) to m point ons~half mile
. West of FAING la BICHE (V—238532) These roads were d:ained, widensd end uhall
o cratera f!.lled. ; O i ; _

The ﬁ.rst nlqtoun of Cnmpany 3 meintnimd tha . ad“ Imm 1es EOUGKS m

 (Vv-318603) to LANGEFOSSE (V-322599). In eddition the same platoon mineswept
_ Tosds about one mile Southwest of TAINTRUX (V-358592 to V-367593), however. Do
mines were found, The third platoon of ‘the company. maintainad ‘roads in the -
vieinity of MARMOMOSSE (V-339508) by malking £111s snd draining, A squad £rom
~ the third pletoon retnrned to the vicinity one-half mile Yest of 1la HOUSSIEEE -
o _(7—33?567) to Temove m booby-irapved. minefield ‘which it was unsble to clear the
o previous’ night. “Fourteen R-M-43 mines were rémoved from the ﬁeld. J\i'tar '
removal of the minafield ‘had been. completed an. attempt wes made to sweep &
trailiaround the foot of the mountein but the party was observed by the enemy B
formerd o‘bservers w o directed a concantration of . mortar and artillery fire,
“Another minesweeping party from the compen removed eight ‘wooden box minas - ]
placed at random intervels along the ro=d v..ss‘;s'?a to v-354553) about one

mile North o:B VAHEMONT.
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11 NOVEMEER: (Cont'a) |

A greater part of Company C mminteined the supply road two snd one~half
miles Hortheast of BIFFONTAINE (V.328587) throughout the dsy. Twenty-five
truckloads of gravel were hemiled end spread slong the road. A road from one-
half mile Bast of BIFFONTAIRE to la BOUSSIERE (V-344557) wos mineswept but no
mineg were found. . - o R R A

12 NOVEMBER: oL

Tha first end third pletoons of Company A constructed one hundred and fifty
five yards of plank roed on the route between PEEY (V-220537) and HERFELMONT
(V~260528). TFourteen truckloade of gravel were used, '

The first platoon of Compeny B continued to maintein the road from les
ROUGES BAUX (V.218603) to LANGEFOSSE (V-322509) during the day. The sacond
platoon of the company mincewept all of the maln roads in ths vicinity of
VAREMONT (V_367663 to V344557 to V-344554 mnd from V-344557 to V-344558),
N, mines were removed, The third platoon mainteined aroad in the vicintty
of MARMOMOSSE (V-239607 to V-338579) by filling in end draining, In the
afternoon this platoon moved to the vicinity of La HOUSSIEEE (V-340650).

An abatis med block st PLATICOTE (V-266050) which conalsted of approxime-
tely three hundred trees with an averpge dlsmeter of ten inches was removed by
the first platoon of Compeny C. This obstacle was five hundred yards in length
and hnd been booby-trepped ot twelve different points, Anpther rosd dlock was
removed about one~quarter of s mile North of 1la HOUSSIERE (V-243661) by the
second platoon snd consisted of five R-M-43 Mines, B

13 WOVEMEER: - S -

One hundred and ten yards of plenk road wes constructed end covered with
twenty-one loads of gravel on the route between FREY (V-220537) to HERPELMOBT -
(V-260528) by the first platoon of Company A, The second platoon of the compeny
mineswept tls road from LE MEULES to OHAMPDRAY (V-270489) end a trail in a sout-~
herly direction frsm that vicinity for = distance of five hundred yards, Beven
¥3" Minas and ten R-M-42 Mines were remcved, Lanter the seme platoon mineswept
the road from REHAUPAL (V-253472) to within one-half mile East of VARINFETE
(V-270468), finding ninsteon Americen M1Al mines near REHAUFAL which were teped
off until deylight, - ‘ o

i
© g e e e R TR ot O T

2



[t
{
ey
bt
L]
| {1

13 novnm: (cont'd)

.b. squa,d from ComPany B mineswept a foot trail hrough the ICEE'.[‘ nouum.n
: -m: GHAHP from V-353588 to a polint . connecting with: the roed leading to LA
 BOUSSIERE (V-343561), Four B-M-42 mines were removed (V-353583) and fowr .
. .-Tellermines . (7-**‘5157").1 Mepn while the third plrtoon mipeewept an ares around
- a group of houses mbout one mnd ‘one<hpl? miles Horthas.at of LA HOUSSI]:D.’E
- (V-337573) for an infentry regimental commend post which it was in remunen
to support during an attack ‘on the high ground at Id E)IBSIEBE. o

B Ilost of Gompany G'a oparationa during the dav was ainonueping. 3056.:
from three-fourthe of a mile Korthwest of LAVELINE DEVANT ERUYERES (V-260511)
.. to AUMONTZEY (V-287526) to one-fourth of a mile Northwest of the lstter town
- {V-200528) were swept but no min3s were fourd, The rosds from one-guarter mile -
. Northwest of AUMONTZEY (V-286524) to one-quer ter mils Bast of the town (¥-200525)
~ bore mo. greatar results, - The road from one-quarter mile East of BIFFORTAINE
-~ {V-381873) to a like: &utance Korth of m Hnussmmn (v_mssn produ_cad .1;
._3-5-43"11105.-.:.---- e e 3

| "Sff:u nmmm‘ o

. !l‘he second-platoon of Gnmpany A nineswept the:_ nain roa& fron mmtmx.
(V-253472) to the Bouthsnst snd s11 lateral roeds in thet vicinity, Six "6
‘Mines snd seven booby-trapne& Germsn hend grenuies were found, Rubble wam
. removed from the mein rosd ors mile Southeast of REHAUPAL, Ten B-M4T Mines,
~one of which was 'boo'by-trapped ‘were removed on the roal nesr IZ YIVE HAYE
(V.274468) and another ten of the same type ware removed four mndred yards .
- Boutheast of REBAUPAL (V.253472), A rosd block conskting of five lerge trees
‘was also removed by thie pletoon st REHAUPAL,  Thé third plstoon of Company 1 g
. mineswspt the road from DEIENGESTAT (V-p49449) to one mile ‘Horthwest of Le =~
- THOLY (V-262431) md from LA BOKNE to CHAVBIAY. (V—B&O&S’D). A roed block cone
- alsting of five trees pnd five R-M-43 minea wes alsu removeé. ona aile Hortb-
"lest of Ise tholy by thin ple.toon. ; Sl

_ At 0200 houra a8 meseege wes recieved ’by co en;y'LB thst the attack' on tho
high ground to the Sputhwest of LA FOUSSIERE (V. 340540) hed ‘begun, Imed.iately
_the firat platoon of the compeny moved with the mission of. minesweeping the .
' 'rm from BITNHTMI@ (7-310571 to V-313662 to V~519563 %o V-319562 to 7-316560
and from V-313562) along the bese of MT IECOUES to a point at’ 7-30'?553. The
“second platoon of the' ‘company moved an. advance group of msn to LAVEI-IRE DEVANT
BRUTERES (7-3?6545) enc‘.l estsblished & comand post. L

j&
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14 HOVEMEER: (Cont'd) |

A conasiderable amount of minesweeping had to be cerried out for a vehicle park
at the latter locetion., Approximetely one Imndred and fifty B.-M.43 Mines were
removed, During the day the third platoon mineswept rosds from V-297543 to
JOUX (V~310530) and all the main roads in the town: from V-312539 to NEUAE
(V~320530) end all. the main rosds in that town. B5ix B-H.43 mines were removed
from IVOUX and thirty-three mines of the seme type from the roal between IVOUX
(v-310530) end NEUME (V-320530). At 1600 hovrs the Compeny B command post

wes moved to LAVELINE DEFANY BRUYERES (V-270540). =

Company 8's activities consisted of minesweeping and the removal of road
blocks during the dsy. The romd from La CHAFELIE (V-203548) to IVOUX (V-312539)
ard from LA CHAPELIE (V-293548) to IVOUX (V-309539) but no mines were found on
either romd, An abatins road block consisting of trees blown mcross thes rosd by
artillery fire wes removed one-half mile Northwest of IVOUXK (V-203547), while
anothar obstecle of the erme type, booby-~irapped by an undetermined number of
"S¥ Mynes was removed one mmd one~helf mile Southeast of IVOUX (V-320523).

An enemy anti-tank mine rosd block consisting of seven H-M-43 Mines was removed
one-half mile Northwest of GRANGES SUR VOLOGFE (V-290506) while another road
block of similar type of removed from m rosi three-fourths of a mile Eeat of
AUMNONTZEY (V-301522) which consisted of nine R-M.43 mines, ‘

15 NOVEMBER:

The first platoon of Company A mineswept a roal from REFAUPAL (V-253472)
to the North for =z distance of one half mile, removing two "S® mines, One squad

. +of this platoon clesred rubble and filled in shell craters elong aroad from

HOUX (V-227595) to REHAUPAL (V-253472), Atrsil from CHAMPBLAY (V-260450) to

the North for a distance of one-hsalf mile weps mineswept by the third platoon

but no mines were found, One squad of the third platoon mineswept the main

read from one mile Northwest of LA THOLY (V-262431) to within one-half mile

East of the town, without finding any minee. £ rosd block at VARINEETE (V.270468)
was removed by the Second platoon., Two B-M-43 mines hed been placed at the
beginning of the obstacle with thres "5% mines on & trail parallel with the

I‘OBd. . ) . : o

The firet pletoon of Compeny B mineswept rosds from NEUMB (V-228533) to
THIRIVILIE (V-339534) end from V-328553 to V=345530 1n the same vicinity withomut
finding mines, The second plztoon of the company also swept a roed for mines
in the seme vicinity (V-339534 to V-348551) with the aame results.

s g



15 xovmam: (Oont'd)

Thrae nh‘.{cles from Gon@gny B were damaged by ertnlery fim 1n mm :

{V-320530) during the dasy-~two 1/4 ton trucks end one 2% ton truck, Corporal

Wilbur J, Gasper, 36173683, home addrems!. Belding, lfi,ch., end Tec 5 Raymond

~ J. Lenchlen, 36173554, home address: Opmden, Mich,; were riding 1n the 2§~ton
- truc!: mﬂ, both ms!: ained light wounds from ahall gregmnts, S

. Gonpany 0 loceted a mineﬁeld a,strme the aa.in road fron LAYELIRI mvm :
 BRUYERES (V-270540) and GRANGES SUR VOLOGNE (V-300500) which wes mot removed

. but marked off with tracing tape, Another f1eld consisting of elght B-M-43
_mines was located on the rosd lseding into GRANGES (¥=B17495) but was not

removed at the requaat; of the Infentry, A space of twenty. yards sround euch

' -.fhougg on ‘the main roed " through LAVELINE ]EVANT BRUYERES (V-E'?QM) was chockad

. for mims and marked, The ‘company | mlnenept shoulders. of tha road from . L
- AUMONTZEY (¥-284523) to m Dblown bridgs three-fourths of a mile West of the tomn
' (V-2‘73525), removing nine "S" mines,  The shoulders of the road from AUMONTZEY
(¥-286524) to GRANGES SUR VOLOGRE (7-295499) were slso mineswept but no mines B

o . Tound, anever four "SB® mines were removed from ths ‘shoulder of the rosd ons-

‘quarter of a mile North of AUMONTZEY (V-286527), A path sround a road dlock

o . .~ one and ons=half niles Southaa;t of IVOUI (7-32052:5) na_-nineswept and five

- 1 ninal renoved.. P

e :’16 ’

: Oompan,y 1 -le.a's:' its motor pool and'supnly, movad auring tha d.aw from
 BRUYEHES (7-244566) 1o I‘AUCOMPIERRE(Y—EOMQB) Dnring the day ths first

" platoon of the compeny minezwept a roed from MON PLAISIR (V-288483) to within
" ... one=half of ‘s mile North of PINEFAING (V-288448) snd also from FAING MUSQUET
. to three hundred yards North of RECHAUCOURT {V-280443), “Hyne B-M-43 mines
- were removed’ on the former, A mqued from the second pletoon of the. company
~checked all buildings in LAVELINE DEVART BRUYERES (V-270540) for booby-iraps,

- however none was found,  Ten B-M-43 mines, four of ‘which were boo’by-trapped. _
~were .removed. by the. ‘third. platoon while minesweeping a rosd fron ECEAB?GOBR!}
o Y-280443 to the South for & distance uf fin tumdred. yards. s o

.- ‘l'he firnt plstoon of cumpany B nineswspt raad.a rom IYOUX to tho Sou,th-
_east (V-315519 to V=313510), The seme platoon also meintained the roa.d from
IVOUX for w short distence to the Southwest (V~315250) to V-318523),
‘second  platoon’ mineswept rosde in. en ares mbout two miles West of CORCEUI (7-'

339533 to V-340529 to V-340527 to 7-342543) N mines wers found by elther of

these pletoons. Four H«M—AS mines, of which two more were: booby-trapped with

22-33 firing igniters, were removed by the third platoon of the compeny while -
minesweeping sbout two miles Southwest of GORGEUX (?—334525 t-o V327516 to
V-334513 to- v-334525). g S G .
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16 NOVEMBER; (cqnf' a)

A road at FLATICOTE (V-267505) was opened for two way traffic by the
firat platoon of Compeny ¢ during the day, An enemy rosd block had previously

been r emoved from this location on 12 Ngvember. = -
17 HOVEMEER: o

The remainder of Compsny A, consisting of ite motor pool and supnly
section, moved from BRUYERES (V-244566) to FAUCOMPIERFE (V-209495), A squad
of the first platoon mineswept a road from GRARGES SUR VOLOGHE (V-300500
Bouth for a distance of one-half mile Without finding minds, Another sguad
mineswept from S0US ILES GOUCHRS (V-273526) to four hunired yards South of
ROSTERE (V-283540) end slso the Tood from RERPELMONT (V.260527) to five bundred
yerds Southwest of LAVELINE DEVANT BRUYERES (V-270540) but found no minss.

A road dlock consisting of one hundred end fifty trees, three R-M-4% mines =nd
two "5" mines nesr BRCHAUCOURT (V-280440) was cleered by the third platoon.

Due to an "5" Mine exploelon Private Jobn Imsick, 32182636, home address Hewark,
N, J. was seriously wounded znd Corporal Floyd Duren, 34366697, home address!
Weynesboro, Tenn., was lightly wounded while accompanying a squad minesweeping
the road from four hundred yards West of LIBZREY (V-310442) Horthwest for a
distance of two miles, JYour B-M.43 mines and four booby-trepped Germen hand
grensdes were removed by the squad, ' S

The second platoon of Company B mineswept roasds in the area one mile South-
asst of IVOUX (V-320523 to V-328516), Four wooden box mines were removsd as
well es debris from the roed (V-328516) caused by a bullding being blown into
the roed. Tec & James B, Rgmsey, 38039366, home address: Mesquite, Texas,
carrying this detell to work in a 3/4-ton weapons carrier, was lightly wounded
when the vehicle struck s mins., The third platoon of the company mims swept
roeds sbout to miles Southwest of COHCIRUX f?-»337521 to Y-343251 to V=345515)
without finding any minecs,

During the dsy Compeny O moved from FATS (V-211553) to en area three-
fourths of a mile Southesst of MORMOMOSSE (V-3486(R).

The battalion commend post was moved from BRUYERES (V-247570) to LAVAL
(V-234555) at 1630 houre. |
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18 NOVEMBER: -

The £irst pl stoon of Compeny A nineampt the road from GRAHG“‘S SUB. VOLOGKE
(V-300500) to BEHCHIGRANGES (V-200470) and removed eighteen R-M<43 mines md
six Schu Mines, The third platoon again mineswspt ‘the rosd from ons-fourth mile
Yest of BERCHIGRANGES (V-290470) to SAUCEFAING (V-303447) and removed one B-M-
43 Mines, One squed from the seme platoon mineswept a road from BECHAUCOURT
(v-280443) to AU PRICHAMP (V-2B2434) but found no minss, A squad from the
second platoon mineswsept the roed from LIEZEY (V-210442) Epat for a distance of
one mile and failed to find eny mines, During tha dsy a 2i-ton truck from
Company A r an over a mine which badly demaged. the truck sad 1ight1ly wounded
Corporal John Borovsky, 35163096, home address: Gmrden City, Mich,, Tec 5
Bobert J. Hinson, 20818074, home address: Port Arthur, Texas was 1ightly injured
from consusslon., Tec 5 David K. Johnson, 16033761, home addresst Olivet, Mich,,
wes seriously wounded by stepping on a Schu mine albont one-hal:!‘ mile llocrth of
PINEFAING (7—288488). _ :

’.';‘ha ﬂrnt plntoon of comp Ba 1nesmpt varioun roads 4in’ tha vicinity of
two milal ‘Bouthwast of CORCIEUX (Y-338517 to Vu342517: 7—345515 to Y=347500 to
_ V-351511 to 7—34-8517' 7@41511 to Y~354507 end frou! 7—353510 to V=350521 to
- V-359517). A total of itwmnty-ome R-M-43 mines wers removed, The second platoon
- mineswspt roals slightly to the Weet of the first platoon (V-333513 to V-3375(07
" to V-347509) removing a totsl of alix: RMo43 mines. ‘Meanwhile ths third platom
E‘:moved uijxteen B~H-43 mines md twelva Schn ninen'-tron a roe,d. in UORCIIUI
©(V-364529), 0 |

A mineamping deta:ll from Gom;pa_my 0 removed. ﬁ.ve -&3»43 minea and three
' Schu mines along the road from a péint one—qusrier of a mile Eagt of VANEMONT
(V-372558) to 1A COTE (V-374556), Three R-M-43 mines snd sixteen Schu mines

“were elmo- removed from a Tosl one mile Rortheaat of. VAKEMOM (v-378565),

1o HOVEHBER!

Duri the da,y‘ Oompm}y A moved fmm m:rcommm: (v-aoa:;gv) to GRANGES
sUR YOLOGRE (V-SOOSOO). The first platoon. of the company nineawept ths road
from & pciut one-half mile Southesst of IZS IEVLIRE to two miles Northwest of
KICEDMORE -(V-368438), - Fight "S" Mines and four Schu Mihes were removed es
well as eighty trees in the romd, The seme platoon elso removed a road block
consiuting of one. ‘undred ‘trees, eight 'booby«tranped grenades and three Scm
mines at B, de LAEPOIBIERIE (v-302478)
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19 NOVEMEER: - (Cont'd)

The second platoon mireswept a rosd from LIEZEY (V-310442) to LES BASSOTTE
(v-340438) but found no mines, A road block of forty trees, four R-H-43 mines,
four Sehu mines, two "S" mines and six booby-trapned hand grensies was removed
one-fourth of a mile Northwest of LIRZEY (V-310442) by the third platoon of _
Company "A%, R

Extensiverineswseping of roads wis carried out by Company B during the de.
Twenty-two miles of roads were cleared, From these roads a total of one hundred
and twenty-six minee of various types were removed--seventy-nine R-M-43 mines
end forty-seven Schu mines, Seventeen of the B-M-43 mines were booby-trapped,
however only eight of the booby-treps ignited, which might indicate that in-
experienced enemy troops planted the mines, Ths schu mines were placed under
lumps of turf along the sdge of the roads, making 1t nacessary to check every
pile of turf, The first platoon of the compsny covered various roads about
one~-quar ter mile South of COURCIEUX end other roads nesr VANEMONT (V-36452%
to V-347652; V-363557 to V-366530), The second platoon mineswept roads generally
between BAREBY.SEROUX and CORCIEUX (V-320499 to Y-333494 to V~320491 to V-325433:
V-333496 to V-346480 to V-348481; V-333496 to V-352502 to V-351512 and from -
V-352502 to V-352495), Tha third platoon of the company minsawept roade generally
to the Southeast of CORCIBUX (V.353510 to V-354507 to V-357606 to V-362514 to
¥-358518 to V-362528: V-358518 to Y-366519; V-362514 to V-366519 to V-3655270
V.364520 to V-365527; V-8 65527 to V-377520 to V-379520; V-377520 to V-376514;
V-377517 to V-389511; V-379520 to V-29152] to V-396503; V-367527 to V-374530 to
V-373527; V=-374530 to V-378533 and from V-369529 to V-387523.)

The command post of Company B was moved dur!hg the day from LAVELINK DEVAIT
BRUTEARS (V-275543) to about one mile West of COBCIEUX (V-352550), '

Mincgweeping details from Company C clemred the rosd from LA BOUREE
(v-383593) to SARUPT (V-398579), removing twenty-five Schu mines, five RB-M-43
mines, ona "SY mine mnd an abstis road block., A roal from SARUPT (V-398577)
to ons-fourth mile North of LES GOUTTES (V-391558) was mineswept but no mines
were found, Iive R-M-43 mines, one of which was bBooby-trapped with a thirty
sgcond delay fuse, end an sbatis road block were removed from the rosd bétween
LA BOUREE (V-383593) to VANEMONT (V.363580), No mines wers found from three-
fourths of a mile Hortheest of VANEMONT (V.378565) to three~ fourths of a mile
east of LA COTE, v

Company O sustained two casualties during the day from an "S" mine explosion,
S/Sgt D. B, (I0) Mainord, 2617970, home adiress: Point, Toxas was seriously
wounded in the rigzht leg and Sergeant Joe D, Warren, 20817996, home =sddress!
Celeste, Texas was seriously wounded in the ch2st, head, groin and legs
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: '.i‘he 'battplion comgnd nost wos mcwed' during _'_iie':}'é!':fé":-hbbniffoh LAVAL
'-_..(V-234555) to I»A.VEI-IE mvm errms (7-270540)“ e e '

s Tha remainder of Gorxnamf A consiating ur the company lupply and notor B

_ pool, moved from FAUCOMPITREE (V-208496) to GRANGES SUR VOLOSKE (V-300500). ™
- first platoon nineswept Tosd from KARK(OIP. (Y-3544454) towithin one-half mile’

Fortheast of GERARDMER (V-380420), and begen removing rosd block three-fourths

ol a mile: Iortheast of GERARDMER (Y—SBD&SO) which was. ‘half ﬁniahad at tha end

_of the dsy; Baven. two-nundredﬂpound time bombs, sat for eleven Adgys, were fowi

~burled beneath the rosl bed on FARKOYT (Vu354454) mnd were removed, The seconl

platoon £111led shell craters along the rosd from GRANGES STR. VOLOGNE (V-300500)

to KARKOFF (V-354454), but no mines were found, The third platoon of Company

A minesws t 8 Toad Irom one mile Northmest of GOREREER(V-385432) to AUX TREXONS

- {V-291487). The same platoon Temoved a rosd block: consisting of twenty-five -
trees at MARTIMORE (V-382453) and two road blocks. conlittln,g ur ‘eleven troes

- ’Bach ono—-half nile !orth of mm (Y—385433),: :

. The ﬂrnt platoon of Go:pany 8 mlnoenp’c all tha.inain road.l in. GEREPAI-
--_;(v-sgsso&) 2nd other roeds in the vieinity of the town (V-395504 to V-415493

» ‘to V=413485 end from 7-1154@3 to- 7416514)- S!.x Schu mines were foum, The

- gecond ‘platoon: nineurept m pres previcously used as s German rifle renge sbout
. one mile Southeast of La HOUSSIERE (V~360550) while the third platoon of the
compeny mineswept a aecfiun of roed s‘bout one-half nile Smth of Gmmmx.

(v-394503 AL v—391491) e . .

Thirty-five B-M--ds mines end thirty-eight Behu ninen'were removed durl:g
the day‘l operation by Compeny C. ' The roed. from NOIR BUPT (V-379539) to one~

-_--:-:'._'--;--_:_;fourth of & mile South of DEVELINE (V-408520); frowm ons md thras-fourths miles
" -Southwest of  ANOULD . (7—3905'%0) to BINGOUTIE (7-407538)3 from the outskirts of

. BOUCHE (V-414555

- ANOULD: (V~406540; to ANOULD (V-414542), and from ST IEONARD (V-414577 to IA -
were mineawep{:. Bme truckloads of gra.val ‘were spread over
- 4ha road in tha viclnity of SABUP'.E (‘F—asassa) as well es: ths roa:l bsing 1upron-

o -by ditChlng. e : _ 3 : B e _

-. ’I’ea 5 hnmth .'9‘, :Brodback, 361’?3964 hom:.-addraul Ottmua. I:ako, lﬂch,,
from Company C. was killed while removing en RM4Z mim in the vicinity of

' "ANOUID, while Privste First Class Sgepben J. Sinchsk, 35276560, home - udarem'

I»ghewood ‘Onle’ wes 1ightly wounded by ‘the seme erp].oaion. A8t I-e X nneth ¥,
Band, 01112195, home addresst Louiaville ‘Ky., wes !eriously wounded by the.
loss ot the m‘t 1eg when he stepred on a Schu uina near. m SQUCHE (7-414555).
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21 NOVEMBRR: -

The first plstoon of Company A mineswept s trail from IAUX FOURHEAUX
(V-416498) to SOUX LA SAPFE (V-418516) without findihe mines, A rosd block
neer SOUX LA SAPPE (V-418516) wns loceted and from which one Schu mine and a
booby-trapped hand grenede wers removed, The second platoon mineswept a trail
from LAUX FOUBNEAUX (V-416498) to the East for a dlsiance of one mile, Largs
trees which had blbwn across the rosds between EERPELMONT (V-260527) to BOUX}
from HOUX (V-228495) to EEHAUPAL and from HEHAUPAL (V-253472) to JUSSARUFT
(V-272517) were removed., e '

Relatively little activity was experienced by Company B during the day,
Only one minesweeping mission was performed, which was for the installation of
a medical clearing compeny st a locafion sbout one-half mile Hortheast of
YIENVILLE (V-345530), Fo mines were. found., Two men from each platoon served
as instructora to: the infantry in neutrdlization of enemy mines and booby-treps.
A bulldozer from the company cleered dabris from the roais in ths vicinity of ~

During the morning Corpany ¢ moved from an area thres-fourths of a mile
Southeast of MARMOMOSSE to an area at IA PITE BOUSSIERE {V-340553), Bgventeen
R.M-43 mines end seven Echu nines wars removed during the day's operations
which consisted mainly of minesweeping roais from IA SOUCHE (V-414554) to onew
fourth of a mile Northeast of LA SOUCEE (V-414562) then to LA SOUCHB (V-419553)
and also from the outekirts of LA SOUCHE (V-419553) te LA SOUCHR (V-419555), -
Three cesualties were suffered by the compmy during the day as a result of
enemy mortar fire in the vicinity of ANOULD (V-415540). Private First Class
Anthony Vesce, 32694995, homs addresa: Bronx, ¥, Y., Private Frenk W, Pearce,
20817981, homs pddress: Sulpmr Springs, Texas and Private Bobert J. Sleator,
32724498, home address: Os:zining, N. Y,, were all lightly wounded.

22 NOVEMEER

- Company A moved during tle dsy from GRARGES SUR VOLOGHE (V-300500) to
GERBEPAL (V-395504), The third platoon mireswspt a rosd from ANOULD (V-417541)
to CLEFOY (V-435530), removing eleven R-M-43 mines, During this mission Tec 4
Walter L, Bgker, 38173840, home addresst Heweypo, Hich., wes seriously wounded
by the loss of a leg when he stepped on a2 Sclm mine sbout one-helf mile Southe
sast of ANOULD (V_432537)., Privete Firet Class Lawrence M, Turner, 16062639,
home addresst Howsll, Myjch,, was lightly wounded at the same time., The secon
platoon of ths company mineswept a trail from one-hslf mile East of LAUX
FOURNRAUX (V-416498) to one-fourth mile Northwest of IES EVAUK (V-430505), but
found no mims, : _ o
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| '_ 22 !cmm: (cant:'d)

o Gompe,ny B wos attached to the" 14?:1{1 Ini‘e.ntry Reglment :for m attack with
the first platoon ‘accomprnying the 1st Battelion of the regiment, Heanwhile
the third platoon constructed g bridze Forth of -CORCIRUX % 364553) in the
vicinity of an &rtnlery obaervatian plane lmding i'ield. :

. During the day the firat ‘squad of the. ﬁrst platoan of Ccnpany ] captm'ed
mix enemy soldiers. After teking these priaonerl the squsd was fired upon by
‘both the enemy end . friendly troops. A bridee one-fourth of a mile Northwest of
_ANOULD (¥-422547) was repaired by placing a treadwsy over the original dridge.
‘Minesweeping details clesred a trall from s point ons<fourth of & mile North .
east of 5T IZONARD (V-417577, Bouth to one-fourth mile South of the towm =
~ (V417570) ‘and alse from LA SOUCHE (V-419554, Kast mnd North to one~fourth mile

~ Northeast of LA XCUCHE (V-428562), In ad.dition, roads were swept from onse .
 fourth mile East of Li SCUCHE (?-425557) Eest snd Northeast to BOUGI]'AIR -
'j_-(1-431559) md frem u soucas (7419554) to mzxvm (v 443550)

A 1630 hnurs'tho batta}.ion command poat was moved froa I.Amun BEV‘M
: ._mmm:s to 5T .mquzs (hssssm)

.__ﬁ_aa xmmm

B !ou.r E-E—&a minen and four Bchu nines were: removo& by the !accnd platoon
“.0f Company A from trails »nd roais in the vicinity of LA SOUCE (V-414555).
. The seme platoon mineswept the msd from LA BOUCHE (V-414555) to NOUGIFAING
- (V-438560) snd from VENCHERES (V-430556) to BENIFOSSE (V<440570), A 'barricads -
of large trees acroes the road one mile Southwest of . MOW‘D (7-432537) was
~later removsd by the sscond platoen. Private George W. Smith, 31392054, home -
address? Pgtarsham ‘Mase,, was seriounly wounded by the loss of ths right foot
as » result of &' Schu mine explosion, . The first platoon of  the company mine-
__swept a trailfrom DEVELING (V-418530) through IZS BOAS (V-404531) and back to
~ DEVELINE, ‘removing ten Schu mines, A trall was alsc nineawept ‘one~fourth of &
~ mile South of ANOULD but no mines were found. One Schu. mino was mmond 'by '
' thil plat.oon one. and. ona-half mile Fast of .AHOULD. : S y

thc ¥ Gompany B moved from ¢ one md one-fourth mlle -Weut o:!‘ .
'CORGIBUI (V-SSISES‘Y ‘to the vieinity of MANDRAY (V-450570), The company remaimd
ettached to the 142nd Infantry Regiment throu€hout the dpy in support of the
tnfantry's attsck, A 'bridge traln consisting of two. ‘BROCKAWAY trucks and one
platoon of Company B, 48th Eppineer Battalion wes mttached to the compeny, This
‘bridge train made preparations ‘4o construct n treadwa;r bridge across & tenk ditch
in the vicinity of V-459577 tut upon arrivel enemy 20 mm Machine Gun fie was en-
countered ‘and forced withdrawal, As the trucks were. turning around to withdraw

to HARBRAI une st.tuck a mina which set it afire ccmpletely destroying the vahicle

. el
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FEECRET
23 NOVEMBER: (Cont'd)

Company C meinteined the road from LA BOUREE (V-383593) to SARUPT (V-398578)
which required digging new drainsge ditches snd lmprovingpat-of the old drainage
system. Twelve truckloads of gravel were hsmled and spread over the road.
Minesweeping detsols covered the rosd from SARUPT (V-338578) to ST. LEONARD 4
(V~415576) btut failed to find sny mines, The shoulders of the latter roesd were
also probed for Schu mines, but nom was found. ~

24 BOVEMBER:

The first platoon of Compsny A cleered rubblk from slong the main road nemr
ANOULD (V-414541). Two Bclm mines and ome bomb were removed, The second platoon
filled an enti-tenk ditch on the raod near LA BOUHEE (V-383593), "wo B-K-43
mines were cleared by a detall of the company mineswseping the road from SECHES
to FRAIZE (V-455543), T

Tha first platoon of company B accompanied the infentry on ite advance and
mineswept roads in the ¥icinity of BAN de LAVELINE (V-503609 to V-502617 to
V-519619 to V-550616 and from V-503609 to V-519619), ¥o mines were found., A
squad of ths second platoon, alded by a tankdozer constructesd a bypass across
a tank ditch near la OROUX AUK MIMBS (V-490579 to V-500594), Meanwhile the
third platoon mineswept roads in the scme ares but no mines were found, At 1900
hours the Company B command post moved to BAN DE LAVELIKR (V-500500).

During the morning Company C'e commend post was moved to MANDRAY (V-450580).
A tiober trestle bridge, twelve feet in length, was constructed by the company
at MANDRAY (V-459577). Another bridge of the same type but fifteenf est in
length was constructed one end one half miles Northeast of the town.

25 NOVEMBER:

The battelion command post was moved during the morning from ST JACQUES
to BAVES (V-491628),

The first and second platoons of Company A stood by prepared to give support
to the infantry. Meanwhile the third platoom built a thirty foot bridge st
CLEFCY (V-438529) end repaired gn arch bridge one mile South of the town. The
kitchen mmd motor pool of Compeny A moved from GRANGES SUR VOLOGEE to GEREPAL
(V-395504) during the day. v
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At 0800 houre the secomd platoon of Company B moved to GEMAIRGOUTTE
. (7-510610). Tre second and third pletoons of the compeny moved from BAN DE
. LEVELINE to WISEMBAOH (V-520620), With the atd of & tankdozer the first pla-
- ~toon removed a rosd block neer BAN DE LAVELINE (V-=503609), The third platoon
~likewise removed a roed block about two miles Southemst of WISEMBACH (V-552507).
Your ensmy soldlers were tsien prisoncr by the third plstoon during the after-
noon, RN N USRI e e

-~ .One hundred snd twenty B-M-43 mines ma four Schm mines were removed dur-
ing the day's operetions by Compeny C.  Various romds from 8T LEONARD (V.-417577)
to La VELLE GOUTTE (V-425576); f rom ST LEONARD to IX CHIPAL (V-488550); from
CONTTRMOULIN (V-427581) to MANDRAY (V.451778) emd from SAULEY (V-426581) to
ST MABGURITE (V-437635) were mineswept, The road from MANDRAY (Y¥-461577) to

one ‘mile "If'ox:‘tl_;_'ea.st"f::of the town was repaired by filling shell craters,
2830 NOVEMBER: B

. "ha sctivities of the vericus companies of the battalion was much less

“detziled the last five days of the month, .

. Compeny A moved from GER'PAL (V-395504) to MANDRAY (V—451579) on 26 N,v-
- ember anl remainsd ‘at that location the rest of the month, During ths period
yarious roads in the vicinity of MAFDRAY were ‘mineswept and rapaired, Alto-
‘gether five tellermines, eight Schu mines, four box mlnes snd nine R-M-4% mines

were removed, i Son
_ - On 26 November Company B moved from GERMAIRCOUTTE to STE MARIE AUX MINES
(v591609) winre 1% remained throughout the remainder of the month, - Aside from |
mir sweeping roeds in the vicinity of the town ond the proximity of STE CROIX
(v-623627) 11ttle activity wae experienced, Yor the ‘most part, the company
remais d prepared to support the infantry. Your casualties were sustained by
the compeny on 30 November, 1st Lt Jack L, Scott, 0-527176, home address:’ =
Oklehoma City, Okle., S/Bgt Leonerd P, Booker, 38050669, homs mddress; Houston,
Texss, Pyt Tirst Clase Michael J, Baritelll, 32209609, home: mddress! Few Yyrk, -
N, Y,, and Privete Calvin B, Comsbock, 36173784, home addrsss: North Adems,. -
Mich,, wers sll lightly wounded by enemy mortar firs while removing a road block
neer HAUT KOEFIGSBOURG CHAU (V-708650) end wers hospitslized, Tec 5 Jamle

V. Holmee, 31273288, home adiresst B, 1dgeport, Conn,, a member of Battslion -
Medical Dytachment ettached to Company B end Private Andrew Stefanick, 33758186,
home addrees: Colver, Pa.,were also lightly wounded but not hospitalized,




SECEET ,
26 - 30 NOVEMEER: (Cont'a)

Company C moved from MANDRAY into STE MARIE AUX MINES (V-591609) on 26
November, A comperatively smpll amount of minesweeplng wzs performed by the
company the last five days of the month, A total of eight R-M-43 minea were
found, A& grester pzrt of the compsnies pctivities was confired to the removal
of roed blocks and construction of bridges, A total of six road blocks were
removed, two near AUBRYGOT'E (V-545615) on 26 November and four sbatis obstacles
one ond one-half miles Southeest of FERTRUPT (V-618592) on the following day.
Two bridges wers bduilt, A tresdvey bridre, thirty-six feet in length, wes
constructed ona-fourth mile Southesst of ECHERY (V-570590) on 27 ¥ovember only
tobe dismantled the following dsy after a timber trestle bridge was comstructed
in the mecontime gt the eems locotion, '

Two casualties were suffered by Company C during the last five days of
Hovember, Sgt Inther J, Matlock, 38037290, home address: Ravenns, Texns was
1lightly wounded by a Schu mine on 27 November while Private Clarence Smith,
Jr, 36162267, home address! Willis, Mjch,, wes lightly wounded the e=me dazte
by a shall fregment, :

On 27 Hovember the battalion command post was moved from RAVES to ST
MARTE AUX MINES (V-590600) where 1t remsined the last four deys of Hovember,

A totel of fifty-seven raplacements were received by the battalion
during the month, Of thct mimber, three were former members of the bzttalion,
Ads & whole, replacemcnts did not meet the desired stendsrd, In some ceses,
replacements were former memberg of unite whoee strength had been reduced as
& result of reorgemization. ;
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L part of Ooupan;r 1 wes: enplo od 1n build.tng new a;pproachu to a bridgo
ots mile South of SAULCY (7-429591) ms well as repalring the bridge, Mean-
while, = platoon from the same compsay Tepaired amd maintained a lountdp
tnu nesr ns mnma (v-uz&v) tsing a m:namr 0 widen it,

.l. tatd of_-.o onn road 'bloch wers renora& by thn nrlo'u eolpm“ g
-_'--durug the course of the dny, ¥hile & plateon of Golpw B was making ;r-pau-

~‘tions to remove ome of these blocks on the road betweem LA VANCELLE and HUESY
(V=705645) to enable armor that had previcusly by~passed the obstacle to retura

' %o LIXPYRE (7-6653) without crosllng wet flelds, a mearby house was noted with

- suspicion, A four man patrel was dispatched snd upon its uterlng the houu

'Germma velces were heard in the basement, After threatening to throw hemd
 gresades iato the bassment, fiftesn enemy soldiers came out and mrrendcrad.

" Fumerous machine guns and- xachino pistels wers found ix the basement, -~ A larp
- gmount of mbatis was also removed by Company B along the road betwsea THANYILIE
‘to SCHERWILIZR (V-723670, V-727664, T-TE0B62 and V-733560) and from the road

_onew~half mile Bast of KINTZIRIN (1—740518). ‘CGompany ¢ removed aine abatis rud
~‘blocks and one pout obstacle road dlock., All of the abatis obstacles wers o
_cleared in the vielnities of RIFEAUVILLE (V-6258) and AUIUER (V-8357) while' tho |

" post obstacle was found one fourth of a mile North of CHATENOIS. (V=747644),
- Bix of the aba.th roed dlocks wers of minor cha:actor__ _whul two ﬂro ons .

co-pany L sond fron MHM (7-451579) to nmmmn (7-499593) and
after arrival a minesweeping party was sent out to e].aar a one mile sectiom '
~of rosd in the vieinity of 1Z ROSSEERG (Y-514531) snd enother like aistence
4n the vicinity of GAZONS (Y¥-511537), o mines wers found om either of th-u
- roads, - One platoon of Company B mineswvept a Toad from SOHATLAGER AUBGE

- (v-717611) %o mscmz,mnfnvsawa). removing three B-Mei3 mines as well' as

- abatis and road dlecks formed hy fslled trees mmd 1og crits, Amother platoem .
~of Company B, in direct support of the 3rd Batteliom, 142nd Iutantr; hgmnt,
- checked ronds in the vicinity of SELESTAT (V~7962) for mines but mons was

. detected,. An undeterminsd number of enemy Tellermines, woodes box mines aml
 Solm minss wers removed by Compeny C during the course of mineswseping '

~-operations along a road two miles North af mm (t-sassa'r) to a point one
aile !orth of thi uno ﬂ].lagc.




OPERATIONS IN FJRANCE , D\M
_ - s

111TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION

DECEMEER 1o44

At the begianing of Dycember 1944 the Pattalion Command Post, Baad-
quarters snd Service Compary, Medical Detactment and Compray © were stationed
in STE MARI® AUX MINES (V.5960), while Company A wes located at MANDRAY
(V-451679) and Company B at LIEFVEE (V-664836), A greater part of the
engineer missions performed by the battslion occurred the first week of
December, During that period minesweeping presented tha greatest problem, howe
ever aumerous road blocks were removed. Roed maintenance aml repair, although
some of this work was dome, fniled to be of major consequencs as durimg the

two previows months, _ '

1 DECEMBER; =

Humerous roads wore mineswept by the three lsttered companies during the
day. TVarious roads from m point ens mile Bouth of ECHERY to LES BAGENELLES
(V-538549) and from BON REFOS (7-457549) to TRAIZE (V-455543) were cleared of
aines by Company A, Six B-¥-43 mines were removed from the latter roa? dut
mone was found on the former, A rosd from MIGHT XOENIGSBOURG CHATEAY (V-700613)
to XIETZEEIN (V-745619) was mineswept by Company B, however no mizmes were dow
tectad, 4s the squad from Company B, which performed thie mission, moved by
truck into KINTZRIM enemy artillary shells feoll near the truck, iastantly
killing Frivate Brnest Vanier, 32575226, homwe addresst Coloes, M, Y, and
lightly wounding Corporal Joseph Fridey, 33247476, home addresst Tyler, Po,,
Frivate lcl Bdwin W, Weumann, 36173630, home addresst Caloma, Mich, and
Privates Thomes Frost, 33900466, home aldress: Baltimors, M4, snd Xenneth L,
Engelhardt, 37471523, homs sddréss: Fastings, Neb, Company C removed five
B-K.43 mines at a location about thres and one-half miles Hortheast of
RIBEAUVILLE (V-823587) and anothsr mine R-M-43 mines, £ifty Scha mines snd
three woodex box mines whem clearing ths rosd from BOIS L ARRSES te CEATENOIS
(V-752842) and from one end ons-half miles Northeast of AUBURE {V-823578) to
a point one mile Nortbeast of AUBUER (V.634569),  Whils the detall was working
one and ons<half miles Northsast of AUEURE the enemy laid artillery fire upon
the area and Tec 5 Leroy O, Gloor, 20817632, home addreses’ Gonzales, Texas, aa
ald nem attached from the bHattalion Medical Detachment, was lightly wounded in
the legz by a shell fragment, - o
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o Sn‘bjactl Httory of Organisntion L
To : Dmanding G,:oral SSth Inrutry Division,

- &rowltb, 'Operntionn !.a l'ranco, 111th .Ilghocr cmaz Buttalton' _
for tho nonth o:r lhcel‘bor 1944, in uxtuph. . -

- 2. : !ho follovilg oburmtionl nro notod dn.rlng 'oporatiou conrcd by
'_th- aban ropu'tl o R _

_'; .. ratlonn A‘.ll p:ro'blen that were oncountarod durhg the nolth
of Dccenber nro ‘overcoms with emgineer oquipent on hund. Ice degan to form
" in moumtaln passes, making driving hagzardous at night, ‘Sand snd cinders wers -
" used to overcoms this, Companiss A" ani "B* ware used as Iafantry in a
defentive position, Company "A" was dnthe 1ine twenty-four hours and roco!.nd
o :am attack estimated to be two companies of enemy imfantry sapported dy tanks,
The conpa.nr'n left flank lost some ground and sustained cagualties, Go-pany "B'
was 1n the line forty-eight hours, beld its position but sustained some . _
casualties dne to artillery fire, Gompany '0' nhtainad rosd 'blocln aga.lut
: uur hﬂltration. S _ s - _

e 1,, mn,, m 'booh;-tragll !ha preame appliod by our truopl
-_;prevontod The enexy from laying many mines and booby-traps, A mew mine was
encountered—-the Topf mine., This mine is entirely comstructed of plastic: nd -
glass, The Mine D,t.ctor SCR 625 falled to be of sssistance ia locating these
buried Topf mines. Ronds bhad to be prohed to fiad them, A mew mine detector
 -designed to lecete mon-metallic mimes was nmod. Duo to tln unsitivity
of thh dettohr, _1t au not Prove catlufaotory. G _

'x:r 'ater w;ppl;rt 'ater Iupply ¥os - a-plo"
_ oporatod n].lhln.g nter to the Dh'iaion un:l.tl."’

Ilvo 'wﬁtbr_ | 'pohi i' ."n"rc |

I..--‘_ p wuppl 1'__-1- Bnpply of napa wns latlefactory Bempply of e
1/25 ooo was umau-factory. Dus to unit's working with the Trench, 1/20,000
scale maps were issued inatead of 1/26,000, hoveur thil pruentod no graat
problem amd. d.id. lot helper opara:‘kionu. B S




8. Engiweer supply snd equipment: The distance to the dspots
serving the Diviaion became a complicatiag factor for sngineer supply during
the month of December. The exiating shortege of engimser pocket knives,
discharge hose, ‘slectric lamps and simple fixtures has not yet beea relieved,
with the result that the supply of these items has become critically short,
Wotor-gemarator sets, particularly of the 14 KV sise, are also critically -
short, The previcusly reported criticsl shortage of lensatic compasses,
mine probes, lithographic paper and axes was considerably reduced by ths
raceipt of & quentity of these items, Howsver, the ams received were captured
German materiel and of an inferior type. Topographic supplies and acetate
Products continue to be receivsd, though the supply still does aot satiafy
the dsmand, GScotch tepe is particularly short, The supply of exygenm,
ocotylene and hydrogen has contimued to be satisfactory for Dirisiom require-

- A

EEREST L, PETREE .
MejJor,, 111th Bagineer Combat Bu,
"~ Commanding
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The euly road na:lntemca aad repair perfornod G.u'ing the day was cone
dacted by Compeny C. Rosds betwsen CEATENOIS (V=751633) and SEIESTAT
(V-779662) and verious roads in the vicinity of AUBUEE (V-611572) and
RIPEADVILLE (V-548364) were opensd for traffic, Yor the most part, this ree

quired removing rosd Blocks sad scattered sbatis. Six sbatis road blocks
wers removed along the road from two miles North of AUBURE (V-825586) to onme
‘and thresefourths miles ¥orth of the same town, ome of these blocks being ons
undred snd fﬂty yards in lsngth and a second ons’ ‘two hmmdred asd Lifty yards
long. A post odstacle road block was alao removed one~half mile South of - -
CEATEWOIS (¥-751828) while an abatis obstacle three snd one-half miles Yorth-
west of RIBEAUVILIE was completely removed ead anpther obataclo of the seme
typs three miles Northeast of the same town (V-646584) was partially removed,
During the removal of the latter road dlock Private John ‘Waroblak, 13089175,
home addrsss?. Pltts‘b'argh, ‘Pa, was noriouly wmnd.od u thc a‘b&nmn by & shell
frasment :l'rou cnexv artnlary action, . _ _ :

R Dlring thi tlw Conpany i ainaanpt roadl frol 2CEEY (7-575593) to ths
_fvic!.nity of BEEBERG (V-568557); from 18S BAGENELLES (Y¥~539549) to FAURUPT
'(7-551538; and from a small siresm ons and one=half miles North of AUBURE
(Y=514569) to the village, = Trenty-five Sch minss, six wooden box mines amd
two R.M-43 mines were found along the last Toad, however nons was located om -
ths first two. A road dlock consisting of ﬁfteu ‘trees was also removed on
the LES BAGENELIEZS_-PAURBUPT roed, One platoon from Company B searched a rosd
. ‘in the wiginity of 8T EIFPOLYTE (V-717603) for mines but nons was found, All
_three platoons of Oomoany C waras engaged at various times throughout ths day
" in mineswebping of romdes A road from thrae-fourtha of a mile North of AUSURE
'_.(Y-emsseg to AUBURE (V-616663) was chocked es well as a romd from CHATENOIS
- (Y-762642) to three-fourths of a mile Northwest of SELESTAT (V.770833) aml
‘from one and ene-half miles Northwest of RIBEAUVILIE (V-664585) to thtoe-:rourthl
miles Northwest of the seme town, Twenty-two "5" mines wers removed from ths
second road nntioneﬂ. a‘bcrra ht t be athor two reads me fou.ml to ‘bo fras of
li.nu. ' s L : _ .

_ Boad uaintenance costinued to be of minor inportanco, with tho poulblo
exception of one road block which was removed: 'by Company C at a location tln-ae
miles Northwest of RIBMBTILL! (v-664456),  This dlock conalsted of felled
trees matted together for a distance of approximately two miles, Three enemy
" anti-tank ditches ‘constructed BCTOsS a road h thn ﬂclnity of SEIIS'I‘L! (7—?85619

ware fillcd by G‘onpany B- :

The’ antiro of ﬁompamy A mond tmu ?EBELLI]R‘S (7-499592) to sn MARTE AUX
MINES (7-539509) dnrizg the d.ew. _ , _




e eed
4 MCBORR;

Only three roads wera mineswept during the day--oms of these by Coapany 4
from AUBRE (V-816654) to the Scuth for a distance of one-lalf mile and ancther
from the asme town to the Scuthemst (V-510548) for a 1ike distance, while ths
third road froa thres and one-half miles Southwest of RIBEAUVILIE {v-651548)
to one-half mile Northwsst of RIQUEWIER (V-667527) was cleared by Company O,
Hone of thess roads was found to be mined, R

Ons platoon of Company B constructed a plank road across a railroad yard
in the vicinity of SEIRSTAT (V.781620) and durimg the courss of this work
located en "3% minefleld ia the vicinity and taped it off with trasiag tepe.
Meanwhile, a platooa from Company A repairesd a culvert om ths main read ons-
half mile Horth of AUBURE (V-614569), N

8hortly after Compeny B's moviag from LIEPVER (V-664836) to CHATENOIS
(7-749633) at 1300 hours, a platoon was dispatched from the company to Temove
a road dleck ia the vicinity of TEANRENKIRCH (V-6759), Due to stubbora -
resistance the road block was not cleared of the enemy and the platoon returmed
to tha company without mccomplishing the mission, =

5 DECEMEER;

A part of Company A returnsd to the AUEUEE vicinity to perform mimesweeping
misslons during the dazy, Three wooden box mines ware removed from a side street
in AUFURR and fivs E-M«43 minss were removed from a road bleck one~half mile
Horth of the town (V-618562). None of the other roals searched--from one mile
South of AUBUHE (V-609534) to BELMORT (V-593535) and from ons mile Bouth of
AUBURE (V-609534) to oms and ons-half miles Forthwest of RIQIEWIMR (V-846537 )
wers mined, = All streets and houses in AUBURE (V-518554) were searched for booby-
traps, Nine eneay, plastic Topf mlnes were removed frem the road mear _
THANNEMCIRCH (V-7652580) by Compsay B, however mo othsr mines were found by the
coupany on minssweeping missions on the road from KINTZHBIN (v-746618) to
ORSCENILLER (V~740611) and from ORSCHTILLER (V~740511) to 5% HIFPOLYTE (V=726593),
¥ineteen onsmy Topf mines wers removed by Company 0 during mimeswseping operatlons
oa a road from RIFEAUVILLE (V-700548) to ome mile West of GURMAR (V.728543),

From the other roads searched for minese~from HINANIER (¥~583534) to ons-helf
mlle South of RIERAUVILIE (Ve894557); from RIBEAUVILIE to EERTHRIM (V-713563);
from RIQUEWIER (V-579519) to ons-half mile Northeast of RIQUEWIIR (V-586521):
from two miles Soutbwest of RIBBAUVILIE (V-651548) to ons mile Northwest of
HUHAWI R (V-864539) and from RIEBAUVILLE (V-598848) to thres-fourths of a mile
Forthwest of OSTHRIM (V.719523)~-none was detected, '




|

Ming tha mming a platoon or Coupmy 3 returmd to the ﬂ.cin:lty of

' wmn'mcn and: removed. four road blocks. betwuon that tm and FEROHRIN

(¥=719563), At the same time a detail from Company O removed a road block at

| GUEMAR. (1.745543) while st11]1 another detail removed a post obstacle road

dlock ons mile Northwest ef HUNAWIMR (V-662540), Worse spots along a road 1a

_ the vicimity of KIRTZRIN (V-749622), which bad beea. 'badly beaton 'by tak
_trafﬂc, ur- ﬂlhd ud wlden-d 'by Go:pn,r :B. _3.5 ot

Pri.vato lﬁwarvl l Ifudﬁ.g, 33301159 hom addresst Domru, !'a.. of conpany '

 'C was 1ightly wounded 1x the left leg by ‘sniper fire dnrisg abbﬂqntimtl
-hnweop!.ng opcratiou one. nih !eat ef mm (7~'?$543). R

E _:_s mc&m

Ashlo fro- ons niusna_pug niuion_'__perrarnd by conpm 0 ne othnrt

_-_"nra carried out. by the battalion, Fowever, no mines were :tom by this company
“while searching a road from (UEMAR (V.752543) to the eastera outskirts of the
~towa ( Y-752B4 lf
_ blocl: rsma. 'h; cem G.

“Heverthaless, a nun'bar of ninu were fonaa. R B uw roal

h nny snti-ntuk aitch contmttd soross the n!n road one’ nilc South

o .-:.;of .umm (v-611537) was 2411 by Company A. - Meanwhile, ons platoom from
conpm B was used ia the construction of an '.htproﬂ.u& feotbridgo ‘across the
© ILL RIVER (V-793619) 1n the vicinity of BEIESTAT for the passage of Iafaatry
o _'_f'troopl. Another platoon of the sams eonpany forried two infaniry platoons .
' mcross the ILL RIVZR (7-79161‘?) i the esrly mrling by tho we of ruh'bor C
o rocon.nainmo 'bostl. _ NS i s

X wo post obataelu'road bloch vere remored 1! the ontm:-t- of (S!IIH[ : e

_'(T-721511 by Compmay C, Althongh this. type of ‘obstacle had not basm em~ .
. countersd. to sy graat degrse praviously, on. this occasion cxploaina woTe used
" 3n their removal, One Imndred amd £ifty povnds of THT wers ussd, the entire
. charge belng Placed 4in the front center of the obstacle with the :nnltlu

_explosion clearing the sntirs crossed logs, Fixteea Topf mines were foumd:

s removed betwesn the two dlocks, In tw emnn woodn box l!.l.l nre :!'o'ul o
.‘!mriod 'honuth thau !'opf ninu. LR L -

Du'lag th‘ F’““' °f 0”'.’95!7 G'l roaoﬂlg the two obltaelu, fm e

'-camaltiu wers sustained.X Two men wers killed: Private Barasst V. ﬁcl:hau.

' 'msaaoz hona addrasn Palwra, Eenn. and rrm.

phk. !‘homuon. 3_35326'?9 o




hons addreu: Salel Vs. Private lcl Michasl J,. Thomas, 35276875, home addrans!
Cleveland, Ohio and "Privete John R, Sudatz, 33401554, home addreu: Pittasdurgh,
Pa, were lightly wounded by a booby-trap set off im ome of the road blecks,
Private Wiskhss was mistskenly shot =ad instantly killed by Infaairy security
while he was checking the roed im the vicinity of the rosd blocks for mines,
while Privats: l‘honpson was wounded from tha baobr-trap n;»lolioa and dled at th-
ald stabion, R

At 1500 honru tho battalion command post was nond. :!‘ron ST8 MARIE ADX NINES
to RIBEAUVILIR (Y-595850). Cospany C had already moved to the smme location the
previous day, EBerstefore, it bad been the practice to establish the hattalion
net command radio station relatively close to the dattslion command post, Dow-
sver, dus to the terrainm surrounding RIESAUVILIE  the station was placed spproxie
mtal; one ailu trou the comanﬁ post with tala;phmn conanctiou between thaa,

7m=mn:

At 0700 houru Coptatn Thomas B, Gmtior -Tr.. 0—461111 homo addressl
Charleston, 8, C., the battalion htouiguco officer, hyartad. fron ths command
post to reconnoiter a porsible bridge site across a sasll stream one-balf mile
North of CEATRNOIS (V-750648), %he rocomnaissence was made by vehicle to withia
a distance of ons Immdred yards from the stresm, the latter portiom beiag made on
foot, Captain Gmmtier proceeded cantlowsly and had reached the edge of the
strena whea he stopped on an "S" mine which seriously wounded him im ths head,
back and legs and rendered him unconeious, Inmediate evacuation was effectsd

- by the vehicle driver mmd rmdio operator, howsver his woumds were fatel anml he

disd at 1825 hours, 9 Decanber 1944 at the 6lst Evacuation Fospital,

A relatlively small degres of minesweoping was conducted by ths companies
of the bdattallion during the 4 4 platoon of Company B mireawept a road from
the vicinity of 8%, mmruﬁv.vswva) to GUEMAR (V-747844), from which six
enomy Topf mimes and seven R-¥+43 mines wore removed, Sevea Topf mines were
romoved from a huuu in the westera outskirts of OSEEIII (7-730511) by a party

" from Compeay 0,

A road bloc!: consisting of log cribs was removad by. Gompany B or a road in
the vlcinity of 31'. BIPPOLYTE (V«756584). Tha remainder of a roed block ia the
weatern ontskirts of BIBEAUVILIE (V-848553) was removed by conpm C during the
dey which penitted two-way traffic around mmmI-II.




- mgw minefield mear SELESTAT

-8 mc:mm

" and began mnd. conplatnd the remwl of an '8" liaefh}.a whieh ‘had baen located

. ‘and taped off by the company on 4 December, Fifty "8% mines were removed, of

" which mmber three wers' ‘boo‘br-trepped. Patlm wers also cleared through another
V-795613) to ensble 1itier bearsrs to remove the

'body of ‘an afﬂdor who ‘had been killod 'by the oxplolioa of ona of ths mines,

e '-“, marked and’ tq,.a off. Dota:llu from Gonpaw ¢ linesnpt Tosds fron the

o _--‘ba tal:ea by tlu 143rd Infantrr Rﬂéh’”h i

morthwestern entakirts of O(TRMAR (V=748545) to within oneefourth of a mile
northwest of ths village, Twenty-thres Topf mines were removed from this route
and dsstroyed, Tweaty Scim mines were slso found in a uilding in GURMAR
(¥-745544) by the seme group, Thase S.bx mines had been placed ex the stalrs,
‘behind doors snd 'Ol. nra fonn& in utrar buide tho badiu au! fenr d-aa. Gamu

: :-:oldiarl. SR B I _ .

o !ho rounindor of a rond ‘blacl: in the northmutan ontstlrtl ai‘ zxnmm.: -_
'_(7-745545) wap Temoved by Compmy O, Mesnwhile, two platoons of the same compeny
remained on the alert throughout the dq, preparad to mpport action that night

nth tho oxceptiu of thn company notor pool . Oonpm 1 mved fron SE MARTE
_m MIKES (YV589609) to ST, FIPPOLYTE (v-m594) mug the dq ua the cellpa.lv
- wes a0t -nsasti hwoperatlons- 5 e

: -'9 mz :

- ﬂ.togotl:o‘r, ti.xty-—ﬂn neaqr mines ur nrioul typu mo re-ovoﬁ by tho
colpmln of the bettalion during the dsy. Bix Topf mines were removed from thn

road betwesa EERGEEIN (V.722561) to 5T IE. mxmm (Y=~730544) by Company A,
~while snother ten mines of the ssme typs were found slorg the road from GUEMAR

o (v=746543) to OSTHEEIM (Y~727513) and six more wers cleared from a road. block

‘ons-half mile Bouth of S¥. HIFPOLITE (V-725563).  The rosd from RIEEAUVILIE =~
- (V-687558) to within one-fourth of a mile Southwest of BORSCHNIRR (V~723571) was
" aleo: ainesmspt by Company ‘A but no mines were: located, TFour niuﬂald: in the
vicinity of BEIESTAT (V-79E624, V-756624, V=705625 amd 7-795525) were clesred by -
Coxpany B, l‘orty-thrae WE" mines were removed from the four flelds, A fifth

- ninefield wes located in the seme area (V-796622) but was merked end tsped off
. and not cleared, Gorporal it J. Gasper, 36173683, home address? Belding,

. Mich, ‘was 1ightly wounded by a pellet from a booby—trappai ¥SY mine during the
removal of tha dorementianeﬂ. minaﬂelds. Still anotbar group frou Oonpaw B

D e s e v s el T




mineswept ths road amd shoulders of the rosd from 8%, HIPPOLYYE (V-726593)

to RORSCHWIER (¥-723576) ms well ss from ROBSCENIHR (V~723576) to BERGEEIM
(v-719563) but no mines were found, The szme results were obtained by a -
platoon from Comp ¢ which mizeswept a road from the westera outskirts of
EEBLEHEIM (7-591523 to MITTELWIER (V-691501), rendering the road usable for
one~-way traffic. Zwo derelict, enemy vehicles were, however, removed from the
latter road, : - ‘ -

The road from HUNAWIMR (V-682534) to RIGQUEWIIR (¥-673521) was drained
and improved by filling ths deep ruts with rock by the three platoons of
Company A, Bimilar romd maintenance was performed by s plateca of Compsay B
in the vicialty of SEIZSTAT (V.-749623), o

10 IECEMBER;

Ton Topf mines and elghteen Scim mines were removed dy a platoon of
Company A while mireswssplng a road ome mile South of RIQUEWIER (Y-666503).
A platoon from Companry B marked sm enemy "5¥ minefield im the vicinity of
SELESTAT (V-796626) while still another platoom of tha company mineswept a
road South of BERGHRIM (V-722581) to STATION IS RIEEAUVILIE (V.720543) but
falled to detect eny mines, Yevertheless, three Topf mimes were later found
while searching the shoulders of a road im ths vicimity of RODEEN (V.723585
to V-716584). Thie latter road had been previouely aineswept by snother
organization, _ o

Btill only a small smount of road maintenance was required, The thres
line platcons of Comp A opened a tredl along the edge of a woods from
57, EIPPOLYTE (V-724594) to BEICHCMBERG (V-704574) for use by the Imfantry,
Later, two platoons of the comp hemled gravel and repaired a road from
HFANIER (V-882634) to RIQUEWIHR (V-673521). :

Company C was not engoged in actual operations during the day, however
one platoon from the compsny dismantled a porteble shower wait in STE MARIR
AUX MINES, moved and erected it ia RIBBAUVILIZ, -

11e12 DECEMBER}

Although several roads were chacked for mines during ths period, none
was found, On 11 Decesber Compeny B mineswept & road in ths vicinity of
SELESTAT {V-797623), The following dgy the ssme company mineswept an area
in the vicinity of CEATENQOIS, while at the szme time Company C mineswept a
road from a point oms end one-half miles Sovtlwest of RIBEAUVILIE (V-651549)
to one mile Horthwest of RIGUEWIER (V-§46838), =



- l.lso,"a conparatinly amsll mmnt o rae.d rapair,.and:' Mntenmo wes -
eccasioned, - On 11 December ‘s platoon of Compeny A out tree branches over-.

‘hanging along & trall ons mile Southof RIQUEWIMR (V-664504) as well as m.. |

ing five trucklosds of gra.vel which was apread along the main road from
BIQUEWIER (Y¥-673521) to HUNAWIER (V-682534). Mesnwhile, Oompsny B removed aa

snemy road block iz the vicinity of SEIZSTAT (I—?"ESZS) which consisted of
.~ log.eribbing £111ed with earth, . This road block was removed Yy dmolition
"and ‘a tank-dozer and was coneidersd by that compamy to de the nout ofﬁciontl;
“badlt: obstach nf itl typa B far enconnterea &uring tha compgn;r ] m‘bat _
..--opsratlonl. SR i i o :

\(At zooo”haun on 12 December %mpm 3 waa .ulerte to 'be used u Iafantry _
truops. Inmediately sach platoor of the CORDARY. ‘made ths ASCOSRRTY DreDATE~
tioms for such olploynnt but the company war ast committed: aring the day,

Fowever, durimg the afterncon of 12 Dscember the enemy's capabilities of ra-
‘taking RIFEAUVILIR becems smch greater aud as nﬂ.y a8 1400 homrs all the :
. persommel of the battalion commend pout were alerted to De ready to defend the
- position, At 2500 hours the three line ‘platoons ef Coupsny A were moved from
~ 8%y FIPPOLYYTR to RIBEAUVIII® as a division reserve and likevise Oompeny O '

_was placed on the seme status, Nothing developed &rhg th llght m 1!7

' "_:_nornin; tha yolitlon of tba town uppomd morse um&. i 5

33-18 mmm

Ia th« oarly nening of 13 ?D,cem'ber,' Ompaniu 'A'aml:B nrn conittﬁ as

' Il.fantry in the defenss of a position on the North side of M1l #393, one mile
‘Bouth of RIQUENE R (Y-674498), Compeny P being placed om the ¥ight flask of
. Comparny A.thing the process of ascending the M1l te effect the relief of
~“sn Infamtry compaxy, thrse fsn from Company B and s attached medical dd
~mem were lightly wounfed during an. spemy artillary bmm. Private 1lcl
Tictor B, Roney, 36173008, home addresst Jasper, Mich, sl Privete Fred J'. :
Eolebarger, 39194728, homs siddress: Foquiam, Wash, wers 1dghtly wounded by

fregnents sald hotpittlhod ‘while Private Bruno O, Pistoni, 31202071, home

addresst Providence, R, I, was lightly woundsd but not hoapitalind. Priwtc

1el Olarence K, TFanter, 38040548, home addreas: Shrling, I11,, attached to
~Company 3 fTom the battalion !!edical D.tachunt, _m_ughtly wo'anaad m
i hospital:lud. _ e -

llthongh Oenpmy 0 was giren tho miu!on“"of eatablllhiag three outpostl

5.- the vlolsity of RIEAUVILIE (V-709545, Vo706638 snd V-694537) mnd patrolling
" the edge of the woods immediately to the North of BIBRAUYIILE im the afternoon i
of 1B Decembor, eerlier in the dmy this compmny lald two anti-tank wine romd

blocks consisting of fifteesn mines at one point =nd thirteen at the other -

‘8t locations one mile Northwest of RIQUEWIER (V-645525) and one-fourth mle

Northweat of the seme village (V-645626), Your Tellermines and two Bchu mines
were removed by the company at a polnt one wd one-tnlt nuon !orthuut of
mmzm (v-sssssa). 1” Pl i _

Poociesna sy L
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XM‘. 0100 hou.rs, 14 Decerber sn enemy force attachd the ponition held
by Company A one mils South of RIQUEWIHE (V-674498). A part of the company's
position was overrum but the attack was stopped and held until dawn, at
which time a larger enemy force attacked, breaking through $he company's
position amd sncircling the first platuon. Ths remaining two platooas with-
drew spproximately three hundred yards smd formed another defonss liae
(V=671500), At 1200 hours two compsnies of Infantry passed through Company A
and restoresd the company's original position, .Duriwg—the—sction O
Clarsnce V. -Aldrich, 17067183, home addresst Nontbelle, Iowas Tec.B feorge 3,
Taylor, 20818219, home . addreas: Victoria, Texas sad Privates lol Fugene
mﬁoci,_mmm home ‘sddrasas Iucy,” Penn; =nd David -A. -Watson, 37013642,
Kowme address? Wichita, Isnsas were 1ighily wounded,Eight eaemy soldiers were
taken prisomer during the engsgement, At 2000 bours Company A was relieved
by an Iafantry company., Although contact with the firat pletoorn of Companmy A
wes lost during the early part of the attack, it later developed that a large
portion of this platoon was either killed eor mlu!.ng,X‘-__hdicatad belowt
XAME

b " SERIAL FIMEER - EOMB ADIRESS

- KILIED IN Mﬁ@l

Sgt Arthor B, Bertel 16062501 Detroit, Mick,

Tec 6 Eraest C, Boddye 39163524 Beloit, Eansas

Toc 8 Darid Lalicata 32583840 Corona, ¥, T,

Pyt 1cl Frascis O, Berchem 37566150 8¢t Panl, Mima,

Pyt lcl His Hiolsen 37197762 Barlon, lowa

Pt Floyd H, Lewis 31427339 Sandwich, Mass,
MISSIEG IE ACTION: )

24 It  Jobm M, Semonds, Jr, 0-1116183 Charlotte, N, Ca

§/8gt  Arthar W, Bmach 20818166 Goliad, Toxas

Bgt Donald D, Parnett 38052406 Texas Oity, Toxas

Cpl Joln Benedetto 32238852 Palisades Park, X, J,

Opl - Don 8, Shoemeker 37073944 Borth Platt, hb.

Toc 5 - Robert W, KcFarland 110565229 Roxbury, Msss,

Pyt 1lcl Jaxes E, Gordon 33239454 Hew Cumberland, Pa,

Prt lol Oliaton Fo Eall 34465194 . BRasford, W. C,

Pyt lcl Leo M, Xrams 32502048 ~ South Amdoy, ¥, J,

Prt 1cl Virgil A, Leishmea 35597542  Salineville, Ohio

Pyt 1cl Franklin M, Philpott, Sr 35659304 . - Hantington, W, Va,

Pyt 1lcl Lawrence B, Rieve 20818094 - , boa

Prt 1c1 Da.uol J. Byen 32290287 - Astoria, LI, WY,



(v-652488) vy a platoon of Company 4 on 18 Docember,

““_; §

-_Xmongmue 15 December Company B remalmed alert is sxpectation of an
sneay atiack wpon its position. Yery little artillery sxchanse was moted,
In the afterncon snother mottar ssction from the Infart ry was brought up
to support the cotpany, homever a small counterattack at 1700 hours was
repulesd without difficulty. At 2200 hours Company B received a message
fhat 1ts relief would -be sffected before dmwn the followiag moraing,
which was sccomplished, The relisf began at 0645 hours, 18 Deceaber smd
was completed by 0715 hours, { During the rellef Tec 5 Elmore Scafidel,
38376839, home addressl Few:Orleans, La, was lizhtlywunded im the hand by
a shell fragmest, The company returned to its origiasl bivousc at LIZPYEE,

. Tight Topf minss amd four Schu mines wers removed by a platoon of

_ Compary A on'18 December while minesweeping & road from one mile North of
KIFTZERIM (V-867504) iato the town, On the seme day Company C removed

twenty-five Yopf mines from & romd in the vicinity of MITTIZWIR (V-590501
to ¥-£90500), Beven Asericen anti-tank mimes wers slso Temoved in this

same srem,

I addj.ti on %o the ‘mineawseping dctansparfomabrcolpm ¢ durlng

- 18 Decenber, the company continued to maiatain outposts in the vicianity of
. RIBEAUVILIE until late in the aftsrnoon when the compmy was rellaved of
- those duties, Moanwhile, oms road was repalred and maintained from - .
CEATENOIS (V-751634) to 87, HIPFOLYTE (V-729592) by Company 3. This maimten-
~smce required remoral ef momttsred abatis md filling numsrous holes, Shell
‘holes wers filled emd the road drained from RIQUEWIE (v-874518) to KINTZIEIM

. Begimning at 0500 ‘hours; 18 Ducea'bartheonau scted haavy. artillery

~ upom the village of BIBPAUVIII®.-170 and 210 millimeter caliber,  This -
~ection continued until 0800 hours at about five mimnte iatervals. At 0800

hours a 210 millimeter shell stiuck in the area ocouplied by Company O,
demolishing the side of ‘& btuilding in which part ef the company was billetted
as well as completely destroylng one 1/4-ton traller md badly demsging
a second traller that was parked mearby, Tour resultant casualtiee were
sustained by the company,  Bergeant Jemss A, Glenn, 20817953, homs addresss
Tantis, Texas and Tec 4 Albert Coker, 20017938, homs aldress: Emory, Texas
were lightly wounded by falling masonry, while Privates lol Philip DiCarlo,
31147912, home addressi West Worick, R, I, was seriously wounded dy a L
fragment penetrating the right tuttock and lodging in the abdomen, camsing
his death on 20 December, and Earl E, Watson, 39084813, home address:
Monmouth, Oregon suffsred serious hesd wounds resulting in his death on

31 December, .

— v - —




- mm

Previous rooonnaiseance was mads for a blvouac area for Compsny A ia the
outekirts of STRASBOURG (V-004355) on 18 December, and during 19 December
the company moved,  MNeanrhile, a platoon of Company B maintainsd and repaired
a rosd from KINTZERIN (V-666500) to RIQUEWIMR (Y.562487), along which romd
one lmndred yards were repaired by laylag timber plamkiag (V-882487).
Two men from Compaay B were lightly wounded during this work: Privete
Domenic A, Calderons, 13080759, homs address: Ardmore, Pa, aand Private Oral
L. Bhelton, 35155671, home addresst Montgomery, Imd, 8ix Topf mines wers
removed from a road block, comaisting of old wagonms loaded with logs snd
other debris, ia MIPTIZWIER (V-591501) by one platoon of Company C while
anothar platoon laid ten American enti-tank minss ¢ foram a road bdleck at
MITTIEWIER ( V-§92500). - e

20 = 26 THOEMBER: -

The remainder of the battalion moved to the vicialty of STRASBOURG
during the peried, On 20 D, cember the battalion command post was moved from
RIEEAUVILLE to KOENIGSHUTER (V-087972), a suburb of STEASBOURG, On the
same day Company B maintained a rosd from KIBTZESIM (V-666500) to RIQUEWIHR
(V-662487), while Compmy C set four trip flares for the Iafantry ia the
MITTIEFI R (1-592501; sector as well as removing a log crib road block ia
SIGALSEBIM (V-578487), Private Doy V. Marks, 35595220, homs addrasst
Axron, OMo, a member of Hasmdquartere and Sprvice Company operating a water
point, was lightly woumded in ths foot by a shsll fragment om 20 Dgcember,

Oa 21 Decembar Compeny C moved from RIERADVILIE to KUENIGS HOFYEN
(v-587972) to be followed the next dasy by Company B's moving from LISPVRE
to ths same vicinmity, After ths entire dattalion bal moved to ths STRASBOURG
vicialty, very little enginesr work was required, On 22 December ninefeen
trip-wire fleres were placed by Compemy A slong a road parallelling the
RAINE RIVER one mile Bast of STOCKFELD (V-046923 to V-045915), while another
forty-eight trip flares wers placed by the same company on a roal near ¥7,
HCHE (V-026887 to V-018875), Sixty-five more tripewire flares were placed
by Company 4 along the maln road parallelling the RHINE RIVER one mile East
of STOCKFELD (V-004908 to V-047935) and fifty-four additional ones at a
point one-fourth mile North of ¥T. HXCHE (V-025887 to V=045899 on 23 December,
On 24 December thirty-five tripwwire flares were placed by Company A on the
main road parallelling the RHINE RIVER ons mile Zgst of MEUNGR (V-047934).
A platoon of Company C rigzed and set out two lmndred boodby-trapped hand
grenades as well as twenty~four trip-wire flares im frost of two Infantry
company®s positions on 23 Decenber snd the following day placed dsventy-six
booby-trepped hand grenndes end ten tripw-wire flares in addition to stringing
ons hundred and fifty yards of concertina wire.,

- g
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Orde'n-s far the ent!.ra battali.on's navenent from ths STRJ.SBWEG aren
to en srea South of BARREBOURG were received on 25 Decemdar, On 26 .
Decenber the ‘battalion moved, with the battalion commsnd post, Ea&quytcrﬂ
and Service Company, Had:lcal Datachmant and . Gon;pany A loﬂ.ng into the

village of HESSE (Q-492108) ani Compmies B end C noving .tnto BUHL (Q-Sal.l&].).
The renainaor of the nonth was oaed in trainln;.

" Bwantys-ei.ght cnlutaa rein:torcount: uro roeﬂnd dnrhg noc-n‘b-r as
well as tweaty-two battle and non-dattle casuslties returaed to the walt,
The standard of traini_ng of the _relnforca_uenh recelvad. was generally good
‘however the perlod of traiaing dnuring the latter part of December was mot
sufficient upselnl]y tcr Gonpany A which luutained huvy euult!.u lnring
the uonth. ; o

Vomd
e

§EcRET




mmummms 11175 ENGINEER COMBAT mmw,xon Z ”j 1 i e
APO # 36 - U S ARMY

16 Tebruary 1945
SubJectt Hintor;r ot Organisa.tion. :
To ! Commanding General, 36th Infantry Division APO $#36, U S Army.

1. Borewith "Operations in France, 111th Enginaer Combat Battalion®
for the month of Janua:y 1945, in aextuple.

2. The followﬁng obaervationa were noted during operations covered by
the above raport: '

a. anrations: Engineer zssignments executed during January were
defensive in nature. All ectivitles were hempered by continual snow, frozen
ground, and a shortazge of fortificetion materials. Camouflege of vehicles
was effected by painting them with a lime-salt whitewash, tho' white cloth,
had it been available, would have been more esuitable, The tactical situnation
demanded excavations in opsn terrain by use of the D=7 dozer after camouflet
demolition had been effected, Wenther conditions were such thet the R-4
and tank-dozer were inedequate., However, the latter was able to operate
effectively in wooded mreas, Ths mission of clearing ever-drifting snow
from the Division road net was pleced under tha supervision of one officer,
All B~4 dozers and one snow plow were placed at his dlsposal. When surface
ice demanded furthsr attention, dump trucks end salt or sand spreading de~
tails wers furnished on call,

b. Minss snd Booby-trepsi No enemy mines were encountered,

&o Water Supply: The Division water points supplied a total of
925,508 gallons of water during the month. There was no problem in aiting
the points as there was an abundance of clear streams in the Divialon arsa,
Ope portable unit was attachsd to each combat team, the remaining portable
unit and the mobile unit were used to supply the special troops and to
supplement areas of excessive demand, The supply of water purification
chemicals, and the maintenance of the equipment contimmes to be satlafactory,

d. Egginee Supply and Equipment: Ths chenge to defensive
operations during the month of Jenuary brought an unprecedented heavy
demend for the use of fortification materlals of all types, such as barbed
wire rolls, barbed wire concertina, pickets, demolitlon material, anti-
tank, mines, sandbags, poles, lumber, and roofing peper. The limited supply
of these items was on & ration basis, and towards the end of the month a
shortege became exceedingly crifital, ﬁﬁwever, with the completion of the
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;pro,jected rortified 'belts the demami drnpped, and 1t was possibls to ac-
cumulate a small reserve of most of these items. Americen anti-tank mines
were. nnobtaina‘ble, ‘end 1% ‘has. been necessary to s'abstituta the British . .
RS Nark ¥ mines, whioh the troopa do mot consider as safe to ha.ndle, ‘and are
s therefora, less” desira.ble. _ Army engineer” éupply has tahen over the supnly _
‘of all types of fire extinguishers and refilling chemicels, ‘Becsmse of .

1imited anpply, these chemicals mre issued only to .lr:y Tire Stations, 'and
"4t 18 necessary to take Division extinguishers to a fire station for re~ -
'ﬁlling, naceasitating =n excessive mmount of handling and transportation,
'The only limiting factor of ‘otherwise. eatiafactory tnginear oquipaant

na.intenanc- ‘was tho lack of availa'bility ot s;pare parts. T M |
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OPEBATI OHS IN FBJANGE

BESLL: ENGINEER coumm mmamon l / U ‘-/ VvV

J' ANUAEY 1945

Much in contrast to the operations of ‘the 'battalion during previous
months of combat, in Jamuery 1945 the preparstion of defensive positions
highlighted the activities, rather than artensive minesweeping, as in the
pest. Beavy snows during the month mede it necessary to keep the roads
cleer by the use of ‘bulldozers and snow plows, es nl]. as spreading grevel
and sand over than.

1 = B JANUART:

On 26 Decem‘ber 1944 the battslion was relisved from combet for a period
of training. This training period, nevertbeless, was short-lived and on the
evening of 1 Jenuary, Company A was alerted and moved from HESSE (Q492108)
to MACKWILLER (Q589365). On the night of 3 Jenuery the remeinder of the
battallon with the exception of tle service sections of Bemdquarters and
Service Company and the Medical Detachment moved, Company B moved from
BURL (Q521138) to two and one-hslf milas Southwest of “GMOHN(%S%I’?)
Company C moved from BUHL (Q521141) to RARLING (Q619437), while the battalion
commend post was moved from HESSE (Q492108) to mzwxm (Qpa7396),

On 2 January Compeny A ezain moved from MACKWILIER (Q589365) to
MONTBERONK(Q683441), During the seme day four sbatis rosd blocks were teken
under control of the company and gusrded. These obstecles were locsted
plong the rosd from MONTERONN to ST LOUIS to (OETZENERUCK (Qv05434, Q733437,
Q724427 and Q731439)., Two bridges in the ssme vicinity (Q721451 mnd qvqm:sa)
wers prepared for demolition, All of thess obstacles were manned by Company
A until 5 Jenuary et which time the compeny was relleved of this mission by
Company B, On'3 Januery a hasty minefield consisting of one lundred and
twelve K-l A-l mines was leid in the vicinity of LEMEERG (Q748461), One squad
of the company heuled and sprsad three truckloeds of gravel slong icy street
corners in TIEFFENBACK (Q547341) and MONTERONN( Q583441),

The battalion commend post moved from RATZWILLER (%83441) to MONTBRONN
(Q583441) on the morning of 5 Januery, while Compeny A moved from the |
latter town to RATIWILLER, With ths three letiered companias now situated,
work on defensive poaitione wes soon to 'bagln-

 Aside from one platoon of Company A which rama:lned. in resdiness to removwe
2 roed block one-half mile North of IEMBERG (Q747458), four trucklosds of
gravel were hauled end spresd on the icy streets in §T LoUIs (Q721432). Mean-

while g 1atoon of Gomg B performed a like mission slong the main supply
route between. ON'I'ERON Hi%ﬁBEMS’? to WADERHOT (%23402). With the increasing

. — —




o I e

'vomcsma (qsaosae)_

lnow and tha accompanying freuing weathar the proble' of red.ucing the 1cy
purfnce along the various roeds became: greater. -0mB’ Janua.ry reconnaiuance

~ was conducted by both Gom;ptmies B and € for sand or salt pits. Both were
“found by Company. C, with a, sa.nd. pit being 1ocated a,t HSBAD.’EEL and a salt

pit at su.mzmom:

Duriag 5 January Gompany B ralieved Gmpamy A of its -hsion of guartl-.
ing road ‘blocks‘. “After tha: relief was. ‘affocted, Companr B placed protective
wire in front of & bleck near IEMBERG (Q748460) Due to the nearnsse of the
enemy to this obstaclu, ‘concertina wire was praparod to ‘the rear of the block
and carried forwerd uncoiled,  This method. reguired more: time but wes con-
sidered safer than performing the entire work uf utratching the: wire for!ra.r&
of tha bloc&:. . : : e :

6= 9 JARUAR!'

Plans were made for a ma.in ine of . renistancc to extend generally fron

" ons=helf mile N rth of DIEMERINGEN (Q507386) Bastward to Q510402 to one mile

South of BUTTEN (%zo;ov) to qsw to qsm to qs'roasz chthsa.lt to -

Betweon the ;:Sth e.nd 91;!1 of Janupry, eewntean ninefieldl were 15.111 by
variout ‘companien.  Two. mineﬂeld; consisting of ons lmndre& mines: sach . :
were 1aid by Company B on 6 Janurry, ons being located on the ST LOUIS = '

‘IFNEERG rond (Q734440) and the other near 5T LOUIS (Q723430). Again the -
_following Aay the eame’ company 1eid two. more fielda, however, 1arger than :
those of the previone d ‘Both.of thess were executed about five lmndred
Cyarde Korth of 5T LDUISB?Q'?

24442), one consisting of one hundred and eight
minep and the. other two tundred - a::d sixteen minee. HNine minefields, varying
in size were 1aid on 8. Jenuary, The largest of - thasa was placed by Compeny
Aata 1ocation one-helf mile Southesst of BNCHENEERG Q721453 to Q'?20458)

which required eighteen hundred and seven mines.  TFour alnafields located

at various points from two miles Southwest of. MONTI!EOHN %o one mnd three-
fourths miles NORTHWEST pf MONTHRONK. (q;sv'ms) ‘and ons field two mlles: 3outh_
of the geme’ villaga were. 1916. by Compeny C, ‘while Company B began thres '

“minefields of one hundred mines esch near L¥ HELSCHEID (Q597425, Q596424,

and Q697423) which weére completed tie following day. Compeny A also laid
another field on 9 Januery five miles Southeast of xmcmmm (Q7214-50)
vhlch consisted of fiﬁ lm.udrad and twenty—-tuo minea. o

In a.ddition to the road blocks already being manned on's January
Company C was assigned the task of guerding pine more. Four of these o’b-
staclee were prepered charges on various rosds lesding to MONTBRORN (Qs74424,

Q77413 end Q576410) with:the fifth in the vieinity of 'MONTERONN (Q676410)
being & post o‘bstacle. To complete-ﬂ-h& nine, a. prepared chargs road 'blocl-.:
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was loceted near MEISENTHAL (Q697404) with thres remeining post obstecles
near VOEESEERG (Q581388) (Q681386) and (Q688437), A change i unit bound-
eries on 7 January excluded one road dlock gusrded by Company B neer (Qp96424) ,
but at the same time another block neer ENCHELEERG (Q709463) came within
the company's sector, thereby sustaining tbe original total., Msanwhile,
a demolition charge was prepsred to effect a road crater near BT LOUIS
(Q727437). Three additional road bdlocks were asgigned to Company C for guard
on 8 Januery, two of these being post obstacles nesr VOLKSEERG (Q581388 and
Q681387) snd the third an abatis obstacle located one-hslf mile North of ~
the same town (Q683391)., On 9 January, Co B was relisved from covering
two road blocks near ENCHENEERG (Q594473 and Q677467), however, another
dlock in the eame vicinity was placed under the company's control (Q696424),
resulting in a decreases of one obstacle, On the seme day @ bridge prepared
for demolition one mile Southeast of MONTBRONN (Q597424) was plsced under
control of Co 0, - R

Snow and freeszing weather throughout this period necessitated constant
attention $o supply routes, These missions were performed entirely by
Compenies A and C, A totsl of twenty-eight truckloads of ssnd and gravel
was hauled and spread on 6 Jenunry, Twenty-two losde of thet figure were
used by Company A on a road from NEUBAU (QB33405) to MONTERONN (Q583441)
and from MONTBRONN to SOUCHT (Q705398). The remaining six truckloads were
required by Company C meinteining roads ebout one and one-half miles West
of MONTBRONN (Q659439),  Further maintenance of roads in the ssme genersl
areps required fifteen truckloads of send and gravel ths followlng day,
while on 8 Januery, nineteen truckloads of send, gravel and salt were used,
On 9 Januery ten trucklosde of gravel were haulad and spread by Company A
along a road from MONTERONKN (Q593438) to ENCHENEERG (Q710460).

The employment of tactical wire was to develop as the month progressed,
Nevertheless, on 6 Januery, Company A placed four concertines and two trip
flores across the entrance of a railroad tunnel one~half mile Eest of
SOUCHT(Q7183965), Likewise, the use of explosives in preparing personnel
shelters for the Infantry would increase with contimed freexing weether,

On 7 January Company C completed geveral underground shelters near MONTBROKN,
and resumed construction of additional omes the following dey.

On the afterncon of 10 Jenuery Compeny C moved from RAFLING (Q519437)
to an area two miles Southwest of MONTBRONN (Q557417) where 1t bivouaced .in
& wooded area, '

10 ~ 14 JANUZEY;

Batween 10 to 14 Jenuery none of the coiupaniea leid any minefields,
Fowever, Company A prepared to close a gap in a minefield previously lald
one mile Southeast of ENCHENEERG (Q721450) on 10 Januery. This' work re-

quired digging holes for burying thirty-eight mines necessary to close the




| "gap. i‘he following day Cumpany G ;pl& a saven e.ntinta.nk n‘lnes and one’ anti-' |
g .personnel mlna to tom 2 road ’block An IEELCEEHG {Q?M) BT

TR Conti.!mous effort was made tg 1mprove t}m ma.‘ln lina of nniatance. ~Bix -
undred yerde of five-mtrand, double epron fence was erectu& one-half mlle
Southwest of BUTTEN. (%154045 by Compeny A on 10 -Talmm. ‘At the same timo
8 part of this. company drove wooden strkes in an ‘adjacent ares for the = -
constructing of mnother double spron fence, On 13 and 14 Jammry Compa.ny
A contirued to work in preparing the defense 1ipe bxprovamntt An the .
. ¥icinlties of BUTTEN (Q525405) and LOERNTZEN, = Turther strengthenings 'rere
-~ made by Company C in the sector. supported by the company. On 12 Januery:
- ‘four hundred yards of ‘concertina wire were placed in front of an infemtry
~battalion position three-fourths mile Southemet of LEMEERG (Q?45435), '
© - Qompeny. C mede further inprovementa of dsfensive positions in the RATZWILLER
oo '-_(%37396) area on 14 Janttmy. which consisted moatly of prelittnary pn— :
S pa:rationa i‘or erecting tactical wire. L :

. In sadition b the many rosd blocks and obstasles which m alree_dy
_ 'oaen prepared. ‘and were being gurrded on 10 Ja.m:e.rr, Company C erected four

. abatis: obatecles along treils in the vicinlty of BT LOUIS (Q723430) mnd

: (%97424) Prior to Compeny B's moving on 13 Januvry, Company A relieved

1t ot guertling eleven prepered rosd blocks betwsen ST LOULS AND LEMERRG

" west of MONTERONN (QB97424, Q574423

- {Qr04434, Q730439, Qr42435, Q749450, Q724429, Q721452, QTOTAS7,. qme«ss
. QU24442, QT27435 snd q74s457), s Gumpany C wes likewlse relieved on ten = -
ropd blocks, ‘five of which wers lo"et-d ebout one. snd one—-h&lf mlles South—
o 678417, QB77415 and Q577411), one :
“block one mile South of FPETERSEAGH lqsassm) and four blocks neer voz.xs:anm
_ (%81388 %82388 qsa:.sav. ane:'.l q,saszga}. L .

As a resul o!‘ considera‘ble Brow a.nd freezing weathe' 'y 1argo amcunt
' of demolitlons were raguired in preparing positions in: aﬁdition to thet
required in the prepe,mtiun of obstecles, On 11 Janua.rr. Compar usistad _
an 1n,fmtry unit. An: digging some thirty. foxholae near VOLKSEERG %74393 o
by -the use of expiosi'ru. Similar work was done by the seme compenr on
12 Jantary when explosives wers used ipn prepsring emplsceuenta for two ..
. ‘enti-tank guns one-half mile South of BUTTEN (Q626405) and one mile North: .
.of DIEMERINGEN (Q513390) where en infantry batialion commsnd post was being -
: '-prepa.re&._ The' following day Compeny C assisted in building five personnnl '
 shelters, using explosives %o loosen the frosen’ ground. Abridge near IE -
EELSCHEID (Qsesmx’)) wes prepared for demolition on 10 Tenuery by Company C .
. while during ‘the fol‘lowing day ‘explosive charges wers ‘placed on seven. trees
on the road one mile Scuthwest of MONTBRONN (Q578417) o0 as to form a roa:!
‘block if executed. A rallroed’ overpsss in LEMBERG. (Q743449) vas also - L
prepered. hy Company L on the ssme day fnr demolition using eight lmndre& L




R S ot N

[

SHAEREX

" pounds of explcsiy_ul_;_- :

The problem.of reducing the icy surface on roads still prevailed. Sand
and gravel were not always readily aveilable for this maintenance, however,
end on 11 Januery Company C begen the develooment of a plt one mile Southwest
of MONTBRONN (Q576411). Fifteen trucklosds of sand were made availsble that
dey and this company continued developing the pit through.l3 Jamuery, Meane
while, on 12 Janusry part of Company C spread sand along the road from one-

uarter mile East of MONTERONN (Q700441) to one mile Southeast of the town -
Q709433), This road was also stock piled with five truckloads of this
material, On 14 Januery Company A hauled four loads of gravel amd stock-
piled aslong the road from MONTBRONN (Q593439) to LEMEERG (Q739447). During
the seme period a snow plow from Company A was being used to clear the rozd
of snow from ENCHENBERG {QV10460) to LEMBERG (Q739447)e © = '

The inadequacy of fortification materials, particularly pickets, made
it necespary thet wooden pickete be cut from local timder, At various times,
a part of all three lins companies were engsged in this work, Op 11 January
Company A cut about one hundred and fifty pickets in an area one-half mile
South of BUTTEN (Q625405), Company B parformed the ssme work on 11, 12 and
13 January while part of Company C was so employed on 14 Jamuary,

Having been slerted on 13 Jamery to move with the 1424 Infantry Combet
Team, on 14 Jenuery Compeny P moved from two miles Southwest of MONTBRONN
(Q656417) to HOSTE Basquwosao). Compeny A hed alrealy moved from RATZWILLER
(Q647396) to MACKWILLER (Q590365) and-Company C from two miles Soutlwest
of MONTEROFN (Q590385) into MONTBRONN (Q588437) on 10 Jamuary. 4As soon as
Company B arrived at HOSTE BAS, it was glven the mission of guarding twenty-
three roed blocks in the general vicinity (Q246517, 281519, 307507, 307517,
337525, 332542, 186482, 380382, 207407, 248458, 349500, 347441, 361463,
386525, 405500, 404513, B06526, 419498, 413527, 423487, 423517, 421526,
and 558563), A total distance of seventy-five miles was covered by these
blockey ' . '
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Thare were no changes in the vericus road blocks guerded by “ompanies
A gnd O, Op 15 Jamiory eh enemy petrol wes sighted very nesr one of the
blocks manned by Company A but mortar fire was brought to bear, killing two
and dispersing the rest. Company B renswed the fuses and primer on eight
road blocks covered on 17 Janusry, ' E

Road maiﬁ'teﬁenc.a_ remeined to be confined to the same general routes

m8 previcusly reported, th-t is, from ENCHENBERG (Q711461) to LEMBERG
(QV39447) and MONTERONN to ENCHBNBERG, During these four dsys tils
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" C.arrived at the sams location in BILWISEIH the next day, 21 Jamiary
‘Compeny B nede an sdministrative move by platoons to 'BRUMATH (Q9'73153)
'-"on 30 J’mmary, .whno Gompang' A's ‘bivouac rumain.ad unchangod for ths tima,

-"'_worl: foll to ;:Gonpa.ny .A. t‘hil 1nc1udad ' : ;
-gravel und ninety-uven truc!:loadm of s __d fnr atockpuing ‘l:hs road.l. :

L relative dcclins 1n the preparation:of_--dafensiﬂ' pnsitions occurred.

On 17 January twentyhthrea aoncertinas’ and twenty-seven trip flares were .
- installed by Compa .l along the edge of a woods one~half miles Southeast

of IEMEERG %75435  while a bridge in FUTTELANCE (Q411503) was prepered
for &emontion by Gompmsr B, Throughont this time Company C was amployod -

EREEE 1.3 improving switch poaitiona batwesn RATZWILLER and. HGHBBOIIH. This . o
. snteiled. cutting wooden ‘plckets for ons Mmndred mnd fifty yerds ‘of barbed
wire fence which wase. constructed, In addition pits for: self=propslled
~ . weapons were blested along with fighting holes nine uqua.d lholteru and
.thmo hranty-non sholtorl. S - o

..: 19 - 22 Jmm:

During this "next periad becense oi‘ reassigment_ of Division uctor, _. :

L -.'-:'tha ’oattalion was in a state of movament, ‘although: dofansin operations
' increased,  The battalion 1ne1uding the coman& polt with tha- ‘exception -
- of Company B ‘wes on the rosd 19 Jamiery,  Company A moved from HAOKIILLER
~(Q589365) to mnm (Q637396) a distance of forty-five miles, Compsny
'C left the bivonac at MONTBRONN (Q688437) snd arrived at OELUNGEN (qgvsm.). |
- The: command rost made tie seme shift as Company ¢ tut travelled the approximate
“forty miles in early morning. hou:ra. Company B had departed from HOSTE BAS
- (9380527) on 18 Jemuary and m-ivea at nid.night at thm- new 'bi.vouac a.t
 EAGUREAT (noa'rzaa). L

Kawevor, a tan to ﬁ.fteen mile ahift of 1ocations ‘was 'commenced. when

R _--"battalion command post left OFLUNGEN (Q973235) and mon& llowly through s
- beavy snows to BILWISHEIN (Qu43123) on the svyening of 20 Jamary, ---co:paxv e

Contimxing dafansin activitias of Cumpmyl ‘wes ightenad when thoir

-mpply located and hauled to the Compeany area two hundred and fifty Gorman’
_ '-_concertinas fron DIE!EHIHGIK (QBDOSBS) ‘on 19 Jnnugry. e
. of thege and two mndred ardu of barbed wire wers placed in the battalion -
.- dump st ST LOUIS (Q718433 “Also, one hundred - thirty=four rolls of barbed
. wire were hanlsd one mile’ n,_,st of ENCHENEERG (Q729467), On the: twonty—firet
S & J’anuary Gompany ‘A laid: twentydire rolla of concertinas at a road junction
ona-half milea Bontheast cf SARRE]INSBURG - from Q,'?SS%OB to Q,'?5840’?, : Contiuuﬁd,;

The next day uvanty |

-ln S

o
e
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fortification in this area was cerried on the next day when a triple four
undred yerd concertina fence was laid one-guarter miles South of
SARREINSEERG (Q744413 to Qrasg12).

One platoon of B Company constructed seventeen mndred yards of
concertinas betwesn & rosd junction (R089172) and a wooded area to the
Southwest (ROBOLSE) on 20 Janunry and the seme day Company C made
concertines at their own bivouac, VL T

In spite of the move from MACEWILLER (Q589365) to RATZWILLER (Q537396)
Company A continued to man the road blocks previously mentioned, except for
eight blocks, rellef from which was effected by the 1109th Epgincers., One
platoon remaminsd behind for hendling of the rest of ths blocks, On 22
Janusry the platoon wes relieved of these blocks in the ILEMEERG, RENCEENEERG
end ST IOUIS area, Company C on 20 Jamary prepered twelve bridges for
demolition and commenced manning seme ms roadblocks, located as followsi
one mile Bast of WETERSHEIM (ROB9121); one-half miles Bast of WRYERSHEIM
(B0O59123); WEYERSHEIM (RO50125); Southern outekirts of WEYTERSHEIM (R047123)
one-quarter miles Soutlwest of WETERSHEIM (R042123): 1 mile Wost of WEYERSHED:
(R 028124); one-guarter miles South of GUEDERTHEIM (R016128): ERUMATH
(Q981140); BRUMATH (RO73147); FRUMATE (Qo82144); GUEDERTHEIM (R016132);
and BEUMATH (Qo74147). S SR e

Intermittent falling snow necessiteted Compeny using a snow plow from
RATZWILLER (Q638399) to MONTBRONWN (Q710461), from ENCHENBERG (Q710460)
to IEMBERG (Q739448), from LEWEERG (Q740444) to MONTBROEN (R720453) and
from MONTERONN (Q575434) to SOUCHD (Q705400) on 21 Jamuarye

Upon arrival st BAGUENAU, Compeny B began digein in tanks and tank
destroyers for the 7634 and the 636th Tenk Bettelions, Four tanks were
dug in, in ths vicinity of ROS1166, oné thousend yards South of JANHOUFIEN
(R0B0170). Three more were entrenched in the vicinlty of BISCEWILLER
(R100180) and four more were placed on the Epst sideof WEYERSHEIM (R054128),
Because of frozen ground, demolitions had to be used before the D-7 dozer
could effectively operste, On 22 Januery tank digging contimued znd
Company B dug in three tanks by mamusl lsbor Southsast of WEYERSHEIM
(R040120) during the day, snd at pight ten tenk destroyers were blested
and shoveled in slong the Southern edges of a wooded sectlon thres
kilometres South of BISCHWILLER (R0S0180) betwesn RO75150 and ROB4152,

#A* Compsny on 21 Janusry was also elding other units to bury themselves,
and the D=7 doger mads four gun positions opposite a wooded sector for
the 214th Anti-Adrcreft Artillery Bottalion near MONTBRONN (Q5B3438) and



: tho fol‘lowing clsy six moro gu.n position wen read}.ed & tha Bame location.
_ }. speeding of pace 1n th~ use of defensive m!.ne ﬂeldl occurra& whan -
B pnd C. Gompanies ‘both 1eid mine ‘belts, The former made a belt seven Imndred
' yerds long on the East side of WEYERSEEIM (R040120) from ROS71131 to RO76136
" on 21 Jamary, and pleced e eecond on the Bstern side of WEYERSHEIM (3040120)
- sterting at HO73139 and extending down to tbe ‘cenal at 3064121 and from
'RO55112 to BOS2112, A single strand of berbed ‘wire fence ‘was lsyed alopg
the friendly side. of both aress, Six lundred mines had been placed in'a
"hasty minefield by C!mnpan;r C ot n point ons=fourth miles South of ZBISGHNIHER
"(R094197) in the enrly morning of 21 January when an ‘estimated ons hundred
"and £ifty British Mark 5 anti-tank mines exploded, The cause of the ex-
. plosion was not determined but as a result eight men lost thelr 1lives and
' sanother eight were wounded, The killed enlisted men were: Corporal J,m

" 'R Simons, 38039657, home address! Scotland; Texap; Technician Grade V

" Chester A Husbuer, 37049544, home address: St Louis, Missouri; Privetes

" Pirst Class Albin A Macheess, 33361931, hone addresst Girararills Penn-
" sylvanie; Roy A Pfleger, 12051283, home addressi Easton, Pennsylvanias -

. Frederick ¥ Ejbberd, 33299828, home address: 01l City Pennsylvania; Joseph

_.';;?f’}'-i Blies, 33331116 ‘home nddrecs: Philsdelphia, Penneylvanis; and Private
- Joseph A Ford, 31354185. home ‘addrsest Boxbury, Masw, I’riva’oe Isidore

Keller, 32993935, home ‘address: Brooklyn, New York, ‘d1ed of wounds .on .
23 Jarmery 1945, Technician Grede V. Loule J: Y‘Dovick 36173936, home
. mddrese! Grand Haven, Michigan and Pvt Stephen Somal, 32092516, "home

- mddress: Fastings, Kew York wers sericusly wounded, with tbe remaining
. being 1ightly wounded: Sergeant Jack F Cleek, 57013509 ‘home address:

Eanses ‘City, Wireourl; Sergepnt Thomas - ¥ Walker,’ 2081'?931 ‘home sfdress:

. Celerte;’ '.{‘exal' Privatea First Clses Jobn J. Giordano, 333310‘?6 ‘home .

" addresst Philaﬁa‘lphia, Pennsylvania- “Robert T Ball, 34465229, home -

° ‘addreest Hendessan, W,rth Cerolina: Boguslevis Kayots, 52222140, home -

“address! Brooklyn, New York and Ge.rlton R Couan. 20817940 home address' '
_-nchita l'alln, 'I.'e::as. e . Bl St : =

N 2. - 31 Jmm:

During'this period ‘the only hivouae change within ths ba,ttalion was
o ;the.t of Company A which moved from RATZWILIER (%3?395) ‘to ECHARTSWILLER
(Q719186) on 23 Janusry, and again shifted locetion the next dsy, this time

" to ERUMATH (Q978143),  The remainder of tl» month saw all three of the

 lettered companies woTking intensivaly on defensive operations, - At thie

' 4ime the demands. for roed meintenance wers not es: exacting, zmd atock pi].es _

of sané. and grtwel were accumulete& elong main highﬂaya. i




T N
purpos= of delaying wor-. As a reevlt, Puivete William P Brady, ASN 32296146,
Hne Ajiresst Agtorie, L.I., ¥.¥s wrs wounied by a smell ghell fragment. Fifteen
IS" mines and tulrty-eignt Tellerwines were clesved by Comvany 4 on 2 Februsry
wbile minesweeping o trail slong tie Woet side of o woods two miles West of
HERRLISEIM (R093139) end the roed from WEYERS EIM (BDS50125) to BAMBS'EIM
(R111107), During the follcving dey Company A removed ten Tellermines while
minesweeping the roed from WEYERSHEIM (RO54126) to within two miles Southwest
of HEZRLISHEIK (RO98137). Company C clacred ten T.llermines on & February
from a secondary rosd connecting GAVMBSHRIM (R111106) and OFFENDORF (R133128),
Lzte in the afterncon of 6 Fpabrusry a tenk dozer accompenied by a mine-
‘sweeping perty began the work of clzring debris, wrecked vehicles en an abetis
Toad block on & rosd one-nalf mile N, rtheast or ROERWILLER (R137182). While
thig work was in progreec a venicle driven by Pfc Russel T. Young, ASN 36173631
Hme Ajdressy Aplenta, Georgla , a member of the company, ran over an enemy
enti-tenk mine and the explosion resulted in his deth and the destruction of
the veiicle. Twenty-eight Tellermin:s vere cle:zred by Companr C the following
day whan working slong the ROHRWILLER (R131167) ~ HERALISHEIM (R125145) road.

A emall numbsr of mnti-tank wmines vere lepid by the battallion during the
first ten dzys of February., 0, 6 Februsry, Compeny C leid sixteen mines |
across the mein rood three-fourthe mile Northesst of ROHRWILLER {R138185) and
ten mines pt a treil junction one mile Esst of BISCWILLER (R128185). Another
ten mines were &lso leid 2t & treoil junction three-fourths mile N,rtheast of
RCHRYWILLEX (B141178)., On 3 Fehrusry end 10 Februsry, Company B lald two
hesty mineflelds, the first of wiich wae leid nesr OBZIRHOFFEV (R093206) and the
gecond in the same locallty. Several friendly mines wnlch hed bteen previosusly
leld were removed., Op 5 Fetrurry Compeny A renoved slsty-five British Ud-5
mines frou the roed sbovlderc one mile Tget of KILSTUTT (RO90038) end twelve
American M1Al mines ot FETTE. OFFEN (R095109). During 6 Februery, Co:npany
Creroved forty-eight anti-personnel minss part of which were losebed two miles
West of HERRLIS EIN (R096148) and the remainder one end three-fourths miles
Northwest of WEYERSHEIM (Ro77147),

A relatively small amount of tzeticel wire weze pleced during the period.

~ Company C constructed two i*cusand, five hundred yerds of single streng

barbed wire on 5 Feb, This fence encloved minefields which had been previously
leid South of BISCHVILLER, During the following dey Company B constructed five
fundred yards of concertina wire glong e etresm: neesr CFIR!DFFEN #5UR2 }'CIER

(Bor2z06 to ROEBE20Z), On 7 Februery Commeny 3 erected one infront of & mine
field neer R 091197 to R094191) end tiw other in front of e minefleld one mile
Southeast of WEYERSIEII! (R085121 to ROE7132), Concertina wire was leld across
twn ro-ds, one st WEITBAUCH (R036171) end tne other at GRIES (RO50169) by
Company 4 on 8 Fgbrusry. ;




o E'hua last days of Jmmary were marked noticea’bly by a continning'-._
need ‘to dig or provide entrenchments for other units, One 23 J’auuary'- :
with use. of demplition aquipment ‘and the aid of " tenk dozer ‘and the .
Du7 dozer, Ccmpany B continued to dig in tenks, ‘pnd three: ‘were plsced tvro

. Xilometres Soutbwsst of BISCHWILLER R0B0180) 1in the victnity of ‘RO75166.

" C. Company worksd six gun pits and two holes for anti-aircreft guns for .

. the 155th Field Artillery the same day, On 24 Jenuary, A Company alded -
© the 14lst Infemtry by working on two Platoon shelters one half-miles =

rosd one thousand yards Northeast of KURTZENEAUSEN

~ Southwsst of XKURTZENHAUSEN (R037150). Compeny B worked in the seme g'-'neml
_‘area and entrenched six tank &estroyars along the Egostern. slda of ‘a ra:.l-
?11050150) Compm

. .C wes sgain siding the 155th Field Artillery by digeing four gun pits and

~two anti-aircreft emplocements, On 25 Januery while the: platoonshmlod
' lumber for infantry platoon sbelter, one-half miles Southvest of - .

_ KURTZENEAUSEN (R037150), the Gompeny A dozer worked on mix dugoutsfor

" Platoon shalters, The next day one. pletoon ‘and three D=7 dozers under

- A Conpany supervision provided entrenchments for seven anti-tenk gun -
. :positions in the vicinity of WEITBRUCH as follows: RO31180, BO33180, -
- RO39179, 304-4075 30451?3 3053151 3091173. - One !qm ‘of the: first L

L WEYERSEEIN (nm::,n

_ple.toon from comp B 'blasted and d:ug 1n fiw ll-'? tank &eatroyers a.t '

Cowpany A am;ployud the scme. datail on: ths B?th”of-?-‘l’anuary to provida :

: "'-":"four anti-tank positions in thm vicinitr of WEITHRUCH (R033179, 30361‘?7. B

* RO50161, and RO55160). Two more tenk destroyer positions oneuqus.rtor -

. mile Enst of WEITBRUCH (11039165) end R042164) and four anti-alrcrafte. = -
artillery nouitions one ‘and ons-querter miles Zast of KURIEHHAUSEH (30841151 G

.:'.--_d.igging in searchlights in the vicinity of WE1TBRUCH

~and 2085154) were aleo completed. Company: B.for the past two days had 'been
fROSOJ.?O) completing
. . Pleces for three esch’ daw. 28 Janusry was sgsin ma.lnly ‘concernsd with
digging of emplacements, !‘our tenk destroyer positions and a commend poat
_ - shelter one and one-half miles Eant of FURTZENHAUSEN (RO79154) were creditod .

" to Compaay A, C Company worked inthe sezms area and provided for the

“plecing of two tank deatroyara one. and- ona—quartern nilés Xt of KURTZBIM

- HAUSEN (R0B2155) for 636th Tank Destroyer Bottalion, & command post for

" the 1st Battalion, 142d Infantry, one and ons-quartsr miles East of .
 KURTZENFAUSEY (R080155), Compeny I command Post, 1424 Infantry at. ona-half

o f-'fmilel !aat of WE‘-"ERSEIH (30641"4) ‘and three, ‘four man shelters and two . -
" anti-tank guns at KURTZENHAUSEN. (307223.0) Company A completed its digging

' for Janusry on the 29th when one squad’ ‘and tha D7 ‘dozer dug three’ personnel .
shelters in the: vicinity of VEITERUCH (RO37178) mnd three anti-tank positione .
4An the vicinity of KURTZENHAUSEN (3056158),; Compeny B spent this day in g
. ‘digging in 165th Field Artillery gune An tha vicinit of: !!EIBRUCH (3030170)
' and completad the minion the next day. L
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Thers was no noticeable slscking of\the use of barbed wire for defense
purposes during the last weelk in January, On the 234, Company B laid
one thousand yards of concertine South of a wooded eector two thousand:
yards Bast of KURTZENHAUSEN (R050150) between RO79149 to RO71141. The
next day ths three line pletoon spent the afternoon constriction concertins
to be used that night whan the firet platoon lsyed & fence of ssme along
mine belts South of timbered esectlon three thousend yards South of
BISCHWILLER (ROB0180) from ROR3150 to R093147 to RO73147: On 26 and 27
January, Company A leld slevsn hundred yerds of double apron fence ons-
quarter milee Forth end Northoest of WEITBURCH (ROZ01B0 to H036182 to
RD41179), Thres alr compressors wers employed to cut the necessary pickets,
The 27th and 28th of January sew Compeny C erecting and completing a doubdble
row of concertins wire from one-helf miles Bouthemat of WEYERSHEIK (R059151
to three-quarters of a mile Southesst of WEYERSHEIM (RO59113), Company
B on 29 Janusry strung s single concertina wire from one~half mile Bast
of WEYERSHEIM (RO63123) to thres-quarters of a mile K st of WETERSHRIM

The aforementioned sccelsrrtion of defensive pctions in the latter part
of Janurry was perticulerly evident when tbe numbar of minefield missions
ie noted, Two pletoons from Compeny C completed layinz the hnsty minefleld
ons-querter miles South of BISCIWILLER (R094167) on 23 Jenusry. On 24
venuery two esquads from B Compeny layed one hundred snd twenty-five anti-
persoonel mines on the ensmy side of a concertina fence in likely avenues
of approech of the snemy between BISCHWILLER (R0B0180) and a timbered
nection three thousend yerds to the South, The firet pletoon of Compeny
C 1214 one mundred and sixty snti-tenk mines and twenty snti-personnel mines
from one~quarter milea Northeast of BISCHWILLER (R096191) to one=quarter
miles North of BISCEWILLER (R093192), while the third platoon laid ten
anti-personnel mines one mila South of BISCHFILLFR (R0A8151). On 25 January
Company B placed two hundred and forty-one mnti-tenk mines in a belt two
hundred yards North of BISCHWILLER (ROB0O180), At this time they also
demolished the remainder of a bridge in the vicinity of BISCEWILLER at
ROO5187, Pfe Egrl Gresn, 39011249, homa address: Crescent City, California
sustained concussion of his eor drume by standing too close to the charge
when it was detonatsd, end wes subsequently hospitalized es lightly injured
in action. The some day another bridgs was blown by Company ¢ one and ons-
half miles Northeest of WEYSRSEEIK (RO73143). The firet and third platoons
of Company: C 1ald one thousand and twenty enti-tank mines from one and
one-half miles Northeast of WEYERSHEIM (RO75145) to one mile Northeast of
FEYERSHEIM (RO73137). On 26 Januery Company B finished laying mine belts
North of BISCHWILLER (B080180), end C Compeny leid three hundred and elght
anti-tank mines from one mile Northeast of WEYERSHEIM (R0?3135) to one
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nut of IEERSHEIM (12072123) Tor precaution e siugle ‘strand of barbed
jire ¥as ng on the friendly side of the mine fisld. The third platoon
ol Pampany C 1213 twenty-sight apti-tank mines in a gap of a previously
‘“ f1eld one=-half mile Tast of WEYERSHEIM, The finsl mention of mine
pi with ‘the the battallon for Janusry ende on enothsT somber tone, - .

$ ' nw.C went: 2 mine detector crew 4n a three-quarter ton weepons carrier
.-rh' 131st Field Artillery to eweep for mines, Fleven anti-tank mines
§ M) ‘Amorican mines wers removed, The fuses wers frozen in ths mines
4he datector crew londed them on the truck and’ 'brOUght them back to
Pattalion dump 4in BILWISHEIM, On the way back to ths Compeny area -
, pioied up two men from théir company who had been to the showers ia
‘l. Agter all: ‘had arrived at the Battalion Snpply Dump 4n BILWISEEIN
w‘[dliun occurred killing all eight of the men: 1natantemeoul]; irith :
of cmuse ‘of ‘detonation unknown, The deceased weres ‘Corporals . L
A Loree, 36173672, home addresst: Otisville, _Hj_chigan, and linfred
oes, 20817930, home adiress: Dalles, Texas; Privates First Class .
ngton ‘H, 6ilbert, 33321227, Home Adreul 'leltchutor, Pannsylvanin.,
y F Meese, 3560‘?902 “home - address. New Philadelphia, Ohlo; Richard G
2236760, Avensl, New Jorney; and Robert T Sleator, 32‘?24498 “homs
] Ouining“'.?!l’ew !orl:- and . Privatel I-asrrence D l‘ye. 37458768 hon-

an addod to tha 'bu.ttalion"i'total of killed ‘when
confinlad that Private First Class Franklin ¥ Philpott, 36659304,
pddress: Ihntington, West Vir,ginia wal not n:lnlng 1n action dut
1l:;r of 14 Decem'ber 1944. - S

_road blocks wh.ich had pravicusly 'been eutaiblishad. and nm:med by
r on 20 Junuary nra ‘wlven to Compan;y .l to gua.rd ‘on 30 January

- a.uiel B and ¢ at ths end of the month c}nc.lrod. ru'b'bar boa.ta for
edility and practieed the construction of models of improvised
d4ges in the Company B area, On 31 January Company B hauled all
p bridging materiel to a formard: duap in the vicin:ltr of ‘MARIENTHAL
o Yhe third platoun was attachsd to the 1424 Bogimontal Combat
ture oporationn. ~In Company C the first Platoon was placed on
'alert o move uut with thaeir respectiﬂ 143& B,giuntal Con'bat
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IEADQUA. TERS 1117H ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION b / 0 ‘Jj
APO #36 - U 5 A71Y
10 Karch 1945
Sub ject: E&story of Orgenization

To : Comnanding General, 36th Infantry Divinian APQ 36, U S Army

1. Berewith “Operaticns in France, 111th Engineor Combat Battalion®
for the month of February 1245, in sextgple.

2e Thn follawing observations were noted during operations covered by
the above raport:

Qgerations. Operations during Februery inw lved extensive
field fortification construction, mine laying and roed repair, A limited
offersive nacaseitated construction of four belley bridges, one treadway
bridge, one timber bridge and spttempted comstruction of two sdditional
treadways by supporting encinmeers., 111th Enpineer O Bn installed sssenit
foot bvidges and “jePp“ bridges mnd cleered rosds for the asseult.

b. mines end Booby-treopst Cnly scettered mines along roads
were eucountered, come baving bean painted white, Divisional patrols
reportéd finding enemy glese mines end 1mprovised concrete mines however
this was not coqfirmed.

é, Map Supply: The supply of trcticsl maps was sdsquate at
all times,

4. Water Sypply: Siting of the water pointe presented no
difficulties during the month as there was sn sbundence of clear streams
in the division area. One porteble unit opersted in support of esch R,C.T,
end the remalning portable unit and the mobile unit wers used to supply
the special troops and clesring stetion. The maintenance of the water
supply equipment continues to be satisfactory.

8. ZEpgineer Supply end Equipment: The stebilization of the
front materislly reduced tbhe previous hesvy domend for field fortificeation
materials, only a smzll smount being required for the regrouping and conw
eolidation operatlons., It was declded to replace gll Eritéah Mark V
anti-tank mines carrled ir besic locd (BOO each) with American T6El enti-
tznk mines, but to date it hss been possible to obtain only 420 emch of
- the letter type, The resupply of CTC liquid for refilling fire-extinguishers
contimes to be very criticel, none belng received this month Liknwise




in short supply ere weter purification 'ézlwmicalsléuéi-.agﬁ celelun nypo-

chlorite end cilorine ges. The maintenance of englneer equipment continues
to be satiaf‘entoty. : T AT

//)/

EBMST Le PETEEB
Major :111th Epgr € Bn
Commanding '
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OPERATI S IN FRANCE { - / 0 (_J, 3

111TH ENGINEER CCMBAT BATTALICN.

FEBRULEY 1945 -

With minor exception, a Btcohle situstion exlisted in the sector supporied
bty the bottalion throughout the entire month, FHord maintenance within the
division sector presented the greatest problem, Uylilte the previcus month,
cherecterized by snow mnd freezing weather, eorly in Februery the weather
beceme much wermer resulting in e thew. ZEven tue surfaced roade were of poor
foundstion, if there wes any et all, snd they were not capsble of withstanding
the heavy mllitery treffic duvring the thewing sewcon, In some cases, where work
wWes tegun esrly ensugh, rock, end grrvel suficed in rerelring tad spote in
these roads, but thle was an exception and alinost inverisbly timber planiting wase
required as a base, over wnich a cusi:ion leyer of grevel was spresd, 4 large mumber
of the roads were originally built without plan for drainege which wac the-
contributing factor to the difficulty encountered on the flat terrein,

1 -~ 10 FEBRUARY

During the first ten daye of the month a gregter part of the resod maintenance
was performed slong the rosds linking the towns of BRUMATH (Qo86144), WEITERUCE
(ROZ0171Y, MARIENTHAL, (R0£0200, CRIES (R0S8170), KURTZENHAUSEN (RCE2156),
VEYERSHEIM (RO50120), BIRTLENHEIM (RNZ5135) end GEUDERTHEIM (R015178). A1l of
these rools extended acrose low, flezt country easily flooded, After o Fabrugy
the enow had almost completely diespnesred from the rosds. On those two deys
Compeny A honled eight losds of send which wes sprezd slong the road from
V_ITERUCH (RO30171) to GRIES (R0S7170), 1, addition an Be4 bulldozer wes used
by the Company in clesring snow from the road from BRUMATH (Qo86144) to
WEITERUCE (RO30171) end from BRUNATH to WEYERSHEIM (R045131), :

One platoon from Compeuy B was employed throughout 4 February in mainteining
a short sectlon of road ebout a mile Southepst of BISCHWILLER (R098193 to
R104194), replacing & wocden culvert during tre process of the work, The
following day Compeny B cleared debris from the roed extending from EISCHWILLER
(ROQDIBE% to ROHRWILIER (R120170), ss well ns revairing = rosd one mile N rthwest
of BISCHIILLER by planking a hundred yerd sectiona .

From 6 Februsry through 10 F brusry meintenance of the road net previouvely
mentioned wes a continucus tasi, Conpeny A wae sesizned the task of maintaeining
the roeds fromWEITBRUCH (ROZS5171) to GRIES (R055170); from MIRINETHAL(ROG0200)
to BISCHWILLER (R095187); from GEUDELTIEIM (RO15128) to BIETIENHEIM (R050130).
Company B generslly covered tie roeds from VEITERUCH (RO30017) to GRIES (R058170);

from KUATZENAUSEN (RO52156) to BISCFWILLER :('Rogels'?) end from WEYERSIEIM (R0O50130)



to amzn: 'BAUSEN (3052155) while c:.rrrpany C's ford maintenance was confined to
two rToeds, from VEITBRUCH. (3030171) to MARINETHAL (RO60200) and from GRIES
(3058170) to: TEITBRUCH'(BOJ0171) A totel of two thousend, one Yandred ‘end
nincty-tarec yards of roadsTere repeired by tne use of timber nlanking,.requring
epproxim-tely. three hundred trucklosds of grqvnl Qg thege totels Comrany A lgi’d
one thousand, five hundrnﬂ and. ¢ixtr-elght yards of plenking end hauled and
_epread two: hundred and’ eightepn truekloads of gravel. Compeny B repsirei one-
hundred ya-ds of . road: bv-nlenkinz using shout. twelve. turcklosds of grevel while
five mndred ‘end trentynfive yerns of reaa were plenked and seventy truckloeda nf
jgr~vel baulad and spread ove* tlp road by Company 0.3

: : arly in the mouth a bsttﬁlion of the 40th Enninenr Combat Regiment was
placed in'support of 'the division for construction of bridges.  On 1 February
“Compeny . B prepared, approachas on both shoreg of the MODER RIVER 3/4 miles SE

~of EIqu7ILLER (810?183) priar ‘to. the constructioﬂ of &n armcrad treadway bridpe
pfter derkness, Aftar the bricdee was completed by the 40th Bngineer Combat

Peglment, Company Bowas assignnd its mfintenance on 2. Fobruery,  The eppvo:ches

to the briége were then corduroyed but the: greetnet problem OCﬁasioned by the

Altogﬂther seven footbricges were built during the pﬂriod to sunnort the -

~[fn.bp°ratiﬂna of: the various infentry: rewiments. ‘Two fcotbriﬁzea were: cunstructed _
by Company B on 1 Februrry in the vicinity of BISHWILLER ((093196 and 3102135)

- Hywever, pith the rieine water thece two: briﬂ~ﬁs were: destruyea by, dce. and floit=

cddng: debris by the fnllowinb day,_ Athird footbridge was improviced by Company

. B.and’7laced acroes the 'NODER RIVER (3095188) efter dzrkness on 1 F, bruarv.. :

-,{iDuring 2 Fehrurry Company A ccnstructed s fiftoen foot. Eootbridge acrosa the

- MODER ZIVFR two miles: Sou+hwert of: EPRﬁLIE‘EIM (309°133) while on the followxng '
dar m sav°nty-foot footb*i seimes bullt by the come comnsny acrosa 8 canel - at

" the edere.of A woods one mile 0*‘“ o’ Cﬁ"SSQTTH {R1n4 129) ac well g8 n timber

' footnrige being BUilt’ by Compeny C over thre KDSSELZEUGEN RIEER, - The seventh
foot bridge wae constructed across the zvorr'a RIV}}P (3931331) 'bv Company _& during

the afternoon' f 9 February.,, ST e : :

L Minesweepin missiona were carried out b he: vaxioua companies in tha
ﬂsama generel vlcinities of the. raaﬂs they reschtivelv mainteined. A compara-

tively small number of enemv mines were ‘encountered, teetalling ninety—une :

Teller mines snd fifteen: "S" Tiines, 31 prruery, Company B was giventhe

. mission of minesweeping e Tosd L mile g:m of BISCHVITIER (R104104 to 3098193). |
..After mine detector. p_rtias procpe jed ‘shout: three mindred yﬁrns_on ‘the mission

. they vere forced. to withdrsw due to eremy smell rrms end mortar fice. - Walting

. e fev nours, & second: ette pt wei mede but felled after which the detzils were
“then eseignrd the trek of minesweeping 2 ropd % mile: Northeast of BISGHWILLJR e
_(ROQ6IBB o 309819“) where: fivn_Te71mrmknns were rernved, During the latter

mlssion an enemy artillerv berrage weas conceutr.ted on the raad witn thg evident




R SERIAL NUMBEE =~ HOME ADDERSS
MISSING mm (Guntinuad) '

lomt

I

I
Iw

' Patrick ¥, Darry 31320620 Briageport, Coan,

Prt

Pyt Basil L, Celdwell, Jr. 39144398 = Hayward, Cal,

Prt  Crescemcio Flores 39622345 . Vallay Oenter, Ke,
Pet Ervia D, Xmuth 36218188 .  Hilwaukeo, Wisc,
Pvt Tillism H, Llewnsllyn 338730286 = Cemton, Ohdo -

Pyt Barvey O, Moore 34407049 Jacksonville, Fla,
Pyt Bobert J. Moore 36172098 - . FTermisle, Mich, :
Pt Joha E, Pesbody 31400235 . - Booth Bay Herbor, Me.
Pyt Joha M, Buane, Jr 42056474 . Ammonk, ¥, T,

Pt  Wldbur O, Skellion ‘34367012 - Tremton, Tenn,

;:tt Biagio B, Tremontano 32322620 . Brooklyn, l. T.

‘Inel. 9. Dimicelll . _32550218 . iechuter, s Yo
‘a.ttachad aid man from Dattalion lledica’!. D.tachmnt

Goupany .'R am uot gutfer s direct onemy attwk at thn tha of that agaimt
Company 4 but at about 1200 heurs a hesvy enemy artillery concentration was
114 upon the cospany's first platoon area, During this barrage Private
G,rald A, Ballis, 32035484, homs addreset Lewlston, HY, was seriously wounded
by a shell fragment and died of wounds tha following day, At the amme time
Private Jomeph D, Brown, 38139990, home addressi Bogata, Texas was serlously
woundad aad B,rgeut (oorgn P, !angmni 361737232, home address: Pomtlao,
Mich, was 1ightly wounded, The third platoon of Company B, which bad been im
the company's ressrve, was committed to fill the gep between Companies B and
A, Tour men of Compeuy B which had besn placed on &n outpost between ths
two companies wers later dstermined to De missingw=Corporal Willard N, Mellia,
37090851, home address! Mionespolis, Mimn; Private lcl Clemde P, Weber,
33434551, home aldrensel Corry, Fa, emd Privates Oliver I. Bashore, 35173691,
home address: Leke Odessa, Mich, md George V. IBrolm, 34368568 boms address!
luddluboro, !'unn. L

During 14 and 15 Decamber, Company 0 contisned to waintaia the three
outposts eatablished in the vicimity of RIFRADVILIE and an additionsl outpost
was established im ZBLLENBERG (V-591523) on 15 December, Nsvertheless, duriag
those two days a small smount of minesweeplng was performed, A road froa one
and one-half miles Nortlwest of RIEEAUVILIE (V-658580) to two miles Northwest
of the town (V-~654385) was mineswept but no mines were found,

-
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Sittnen en?istﬂd reinfovcemants were recnlved by ‘the battglion during _

Fabrurry, end as'a whole were not satisfactors, A large number of these bad been

elinineted fres other nrgshi"a*lons, du~ - to! reovganizztion, i, 21t bough,
their treining might be c-rsidered sufficient, most of them: heve teen:tbe
subjecte of continual dlsciplinnry actionsy: Nineteen men: were returned to the

junit aftnr having unaer ‘gone hgsna+rTiZﬂti>n mic to wcunds o* nntural censes.
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' HEADQUARTERS 1117TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
s APO #36 - U § ARMY

. | 18 April 1945
Subject:s Husatory of Organization.
To : Commanding Gensrel, 36th Infantry Division, APO #36, U 5 Army.

1. Hérawith "Operations in Frence and Germany, 111th Engineer Combat
Battalion" for the month of March 1945, in sextuple,

2, The following observations were noted during operations covered by
the above named reports o R

8. Operations: Operations during March covered all phases of engineer
work, Hepsir and meintenance of thawing rosde in a static defensive area of-
fered the greatest problem during the first two weeks. In sddition a limlied
emount of field fortificntion work wes done. Offensive ectlon beginning 14
March required sll aveilsble engineers and equipment, Footbridges bullt of
two six inch spars decked ladder fsshion were used in lengths of 35 feet to
bridge small stresms end known AP minefields. GSeigfried Line obstacles and
fortifications were breached by explosives, Dragons teeth required 1200 lbs
of explosives to breasch; the foundation walls of the lerge teeth requiring the
ms.jor portion, Cssemates and bunkers were reduced by attacking doors with
40 1b shaped charges or M2 chain demolitlon blocks, one charge per door. The
40 1b shaped cherge was not effective against concrete tops and sidewalls of
the bunkers tested.

b. Mines end Booby-traps: Ho new enemy mines or booby trape were
encountered. A narrow, dense velt of AT and AP mines parsllel to ths Mpder
River end s belt of AT mines in the vicinity of Wissembourg contalned all tut
a few of the mines found,

¢s Mep Supplyt The supply of tactidal maps waﬁ_adequéte throughout
the period, .

d. Bngineer Supply and Equipment: The changeover to offensive opere-
tions during Merch resulted in a beavy demend lnitlelly for boats and other
stream-crossing equipment, There was some shortege of 6 man rubber recw
connalssance hoats, but the eupply of other ltems was entirely adequate. As
the Seigfried Line wes reached, the demend swung to demolition materiel,

The supply of these items likewlse being good. Acetylene gas wes critically
shart during the month, and the refilling of CTC fire extinguisbers continues

(49




———— q—— o——

to be 1imite’ﬁ.- Bowever the bettclion was able to complete its basis load
of TBEl anti-tan}ﬁ mines, snd a shipment of wpter purificstion chemicels was
received. 'l‘he maintenance of engineer ecuipment contmues to be satisfactory.

e._Weter Supnig'- One portable unit operate& 1n support of aach RCT
and the remaining portable end the mobile unit were used to supply the special
troope and clearing stetion. Np dif.ficulty was experienced in siting the pointe.
M"intena.nce ci’ equipment continuea to 'be sati sfactory. s

ERNEST L, PETEEE _
I:t col 111th Ingr C 3Bn
: Gomanding o
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| © 1117TH ENGINEXR COMBAT BATTALION

MAACH 1945

1 - 14 MARCH:

The role of the battalion from 1 through 14 March consisted of support-
ing the divlsion which was in a defensive position at that time, Aside from
maintaining supply routes, which task beceme lees of a problem during the
compatatively dry weather prevalling, two of ths companies ware afforded an -
opportunity for a limited smount of training. From 1 to 8 March Company %A%,
stationed at WALTENEEBIM, FRARCE (Q-921165) pursued a training schedule con-
sisting of organization of the ground for a compawy 1n the defense, demoli-
tlon, laying and recording minefieldes, mipe clearing, construction of forti-
fications and river crossing, Compemny C followed a similar program of train-
ing in ths vicinity of its bivoumc at BILWISHEIM, FRANCE (Q943123) during
ths period 5 to 13 March., On 11 March Company B, located in BRUMATH, FRANCE
(Q-981145) made preparations to undergo a like schedule of training but dus
to impending operations which developed on 12 March its tralning was post-
QOMQ. . . ) :

On 10 March Company A was sssigned the tesk of plecing six hundred anl
fifty yards of concertina along the Horth e of a woods one mile Horthwest
of EAITERIDUSE, FRANCE (R-062226 to R-067222). This mission was completed
the same day and the following day this company began maintenance of roads
between WITTRRSHEIM, FRANCE (Q-957205) to BATZENDOEF, FRANCE (Q-977204),
which work was continued through 13 March, requiring a total of one lundred
and fifty-nine truckloads of gravel, Faving already furnishsd personnel on
11 March to guard four roadblocks in HAGUENAU, FRAWE (B-035238, B-038240,
B~041239 and R-045238), on 13 March the entirs of Company A was moved to
FAGUENAU, FRANCE (B-025232) and began clearing the streets of enemy mines,
During 14 March twenty enemy Sclu mines, twolve Jmerican T-6 mines and
thirty-slx Agerican M1Al mines were removed, SR

Inasmuch as Companies A and C followed a training schedule for a part
of the tims during the period, the larger emount of road maintenance was
performed by Company B, Rpads were malntained by that company in the
vicinities of KEFFENDORF, FRANCE (Q-050222), UVELWILLER, FRANCE (Q-955248),
BERSTHIIM, FRANCE (Q-955215) and WITTERSHEIM, FRANCE (Q-957205). Most of
this work consisted of improving drainsge and and'filling ruts beaten in
these various rosds by heavy ireffic, Altogether, only some forty fruck-
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loads of gravel were 'r'equ'i"red. ; l'rom 1 to 4. Harch Gompa:ny G was assi.gne&
‘a:certain smount of romd repeir work, On 1 and 2 March this /company con-. .
. structed about one-mndred and. forty yards of plank road 1n the vicinity of =
. "BRUMATH,. YRANCE - (%945147) which required e total of twenty-oight tmldoadl '
.of gravel, Idlcavd.ao ‘on these two days a ‘pert of Company C 4mproved dralnage
“on:about weven: hudrod yards nf ‘roads about one-half mile Southwest of

.U ¥WINTRRIDUSE, rnm: {Q-967207). On the next two conssentive dsys Company o
L was roquirod to repalr snd mgintain a rosd from FRUMATH, FRANCE (Q—94514'?)

‘to  KRAUTFILLER, FRANCE (Q-960150), This rond necessitated the use of sbout

. thirty: trnckloada ‘of gravel as well as placing fifty yards of planking on

- “4he road, ‘A second route from WINTERFOUSE, FRANCE (q—gsvzov) to EERSTHEIM,
TRANCE (Q-956215) to BAGUENAU, FRANCE (E—omzao) was also maintained at the"_ :
'same time by campany C... Sixty trackloads ot granl wart hanlud ana. upread.
- onr tho lattor. i B - R _

In a.d.dition to tha'road repai.r- that nro efi’octod by"conpm 3 on 5 _'

"fl(arch ons’ platoon of the company pasembled riTer crossing: ‘equipnment’ for use

ininstroeting Infantry unite, From 7. ‘through. 10 March: Araining teams were -

- furnished %o instruct the Infantry in handling asssult boate, On 13 March

- ‘the NOIER RIVER (Q-941274

. eleven tnot‘nridgas were built by the. Ccmpan;r ‘The following dw one platoon
-carrio& om of those. bria as mbout four. hundraa yaras and: plax:od it across

L ? ‘The 1ast hundred yards of that distanco was o
“Dehind Goman 1ines, . Still another platoon ‘Placed three of th se footbrid.gal -

'acrou the MODER nm'.n roar. the Bame. location s the. ﬂrnt briago.,;__

= -"15-20!&!.'&03!

: Sersral days bafore 15 Ha:rch plans or cloaring _tbe enezuy !est or tho :
: --amm RIVER were in process. These plans called for one platoon fron coupany e
A to bs attached to the 141:1; infantry Combat Toan, which regiment was glvea

o ‘the mission of attacking sml seiping a line foming a northern perinoter '

" -around SURBOURG (R-085345) and extendine toward OBERBRTSCHDORF, FRANCE
~ (R=120330) ‘on the East, The consequence of this mission would therefors bs
%o clear the HAGUENAU-_.SURBOURG road rumning through the HAGUENAU FOREST, -

- Company A of the battalion had previously moved to FAGUENAU, FRANCE, which -

“ ‘was ‘designated the line of departure for the Infantry combat tesm, 1!’1th the

""'--gonaral attack beginnirg during the arly morning of 15 Rarch, Company Lv

: llosn om pla*:oon which e,ccompenie& the Ini‘antry, _continned to c].ear tha
‘mines were Temoved, l[eanwhile. ‘a Iorty»eighta-!oot i’bot’bridge was placed
across the MOIER RIVER IN BAQUENAU (B-049238) while en additionel hundred and.
“sighty feet. of footbridging aquipment was being hemled from the rear into
"FAGUENAU, Mineswseping operations ware continued: durlng 16 ‘and 17 March 1n
the vicinity of HAGUENAU, however none was found. " On the former. date Cpl. .
Charles T. York, 3586'?‘364 “home addresa: 5hsrps'burg. Iy. was lightly ‘wounded

An tha r!ght 1eg and hand by ahell nijagmants._ Although no mines waro detected _'




16 March, demolition charges were removed from three bridges in HAGUENAU,
FRANCY (B-035238, R-038240 and R-041239). The followirg day a platoom of
Company A departed with an Infentry task force with ths mission of clearirg
anti-personnel mines from a trall along the West edge of the HAGUENAU FOREST
(R-059243 to B-059254 to R-056254), although no mines wers reported, The
Temainder of the compeny continued to mineswsep the streets in the western
part of HAGUENAU and along the HAGURHAD--SURBOURG road Forth for a mile.
Six American M1Al mines were found on ths latter, A tankdoser was used im
¢learing abatis from this rosd end two wooden culverts were imstalled; one
eighteen feet in length being tuilt ome mile North of EAGUERAY (R-048261)
ani the second a thirty-two foot culvert at a point one and one~balf miles
North of the town (R-049264). To sugment the work dons by hand on these two
bridges a D-7 bulldoszer was employed in improving the approaches, -

With the 141st Infantry combat team, in whose support Company A remained,
taking its first objective, on 18 March the company moved from HAGURNAU,
FRANCE to SUHBOURG, FRANCE (B-025232) with a move on the following to
SCHIENENBOURG, FRANCE (R-129391), thenm to RIEDSELTZ, FRANCE (B~159436) om
20 March, During theme three deys mine clearing snd rosd repalrs were the
principal function of the company. ¥Fine American MiAl mines were cleared -
from a rosd beglnning at the woods line Forth of HAGUENAD (B-049254 to
E~076337) on 18 March as well as the construction of two by-pessszes mnd one
calvert approximately two miles Forth of the town (R-058284, 066295 and
067299), During the seme day the rosd from LAUBACH, FRANCE (Q-987317) to the
EBERBACH RIVER (Q-993322) was mineswept without revesling mines; a road
crater was filled by ueing 2 tsnkdozer at a locetion near MORSERONN (R-002334);
a roed block conslsting of large trees wes removed at DURHENEACH, FRANCE
(B-034328); a road from DURRENBACH (R-002324) to WALABOURG, FRANCE (R-038319)
was mineswept and en abatis road block was clesred at WALABOURG (R-049318).
An exploslve charge equipped with a time clock (J-405), which hsd been placed
under a culvert in WISSEMBOURG, FRANCE (R-154485) was removed om 19 March,
in addition to reémoving explosives from trees mlongside the road from
RIEDSELTZ, FRANCE (R-150436) to WISSEMBOURG, FRANCE (B-154480). Pvt lol
Raymond A, Goodman, 35734500, home sddress: New Albany, Ind. was lightly
wounded during these operations by shell fregments striking him in the right
pide of the body and the right erm, On 20 March, while the company stood by
in a state of readiness to support the Infantry, an enemy artillery con-
centration was 1ald upon RIEDSELTZ, shell fragments from which lightly wounded
Cpl. Anthony Cordille, 31215890, home mddress; Monterey, Mass, in the left
shoulder; Tec 5 Marvin €, Luckett, 7085643, home addressi Oxford, Neb, being
wounded in the left cheek and Pvt lel Leon Jones, 34457549, bome addresst
Aulender, ¥, C. was wounded ln the left eye and arm.

— gy m—



The 142:111 Infantry com‘be.t tesm, in whose support Gompa.n;r B of the
'battalion ‘was pla.cod ‘was glven the initial misaion of attacking on 15 March

seiging an o'bJoctin line about one mile ¥orth of EBBTZWIILIR . FRANCE
(Q,-QGOBOO.-- One platoon from Oompany B was attached to the Inra.ntry for this
operation with the remainder of the compeny given the task of. fresing the
mmzmumsnmmwmmm ‘Hghwey of mines and obetacles,
. During 15 March an enemy road block was clesred sbout two miles Scutbwest of
~ MERTZWILLER, FRANOE (Q-947292) »s were mumerous Schn mines planted along the

‘woolds in the vicinity, Whils removirng these ninol, which had ‘besn buried for

a consldersble length of time, Bergeant Qeorge P, Pengroui 36173722, :
home mddress: Pontiac, Mich, was seriously wounded in the eyes and ri.ght arm
.when @ mine axplodod: Tec 6 Carl 8, McCluggage, ‘34366767, home address:
Lawrenceberg, Tenn, stepped on a Schn mine. resulting in the loss of a foot,
while Pvt 1lcl Kenneth C. Wilt, 33247699, home adaroul J’ohnutown. Pa. was
;lightly vroun&od u a connquenco of the explosion S :

S In tho aftcrnoon of 15 March Oompsn;r 3 loved_:trol ".BBIJIATH. I‘B.AEI
to PTATTTKNQOFTEN, FRANCE (Q-010270) where 1ts command post ramained until.
19 March, During 16 Merch minssweeping detalls contimed to work along the
'NIEDERMOTERN, TRANCE (Q-920270)-~MERTZWILIER, FRANCE (Q-960300) romd, 3By -
1600 bours minesweeping was ‘begun mlong the streets ip MERTZWILLER, R, rlier
in the day & platoon of the compeny. had built B foothridga across a stromm -
‘4n the town and crossed a compary of Infantry, The Mghway from. ¥ITDERMODEEN
o FACUENAU wes opened for traffic on 17 Merch which entailed removing
‘debris, filling shell: craters and destroying enemy mines along the rosd by
one platoon of Conpan,y ‘B, Activities of the compasy were extendsd further
4o the Northeast on 18" and 19 March, Ope. platoon naintainsd a by-pass on
 4he 4ivision main supply route in the vicinity of IIBACEKBECHN YRAXCE
 (R-101438) on 18 March which raquired the nes of logs anilocal materisl to
‘stabilige the rosd., Mesnwhile, n Class 10, single span wooden bridge was
btuilt near BIHIFBACH. YRANCE by snother. platoon while the third platoon .
 cleared seven abatis rosd hlocks sbout two miles Northeast of LAMPERTSLOCE,
TRANCE (3-0774.16 3—083&28 B-097437, 3109454 Br-111455, RI113458 sl - @
-3—116460). Two of these obstacles ware approxinatcly two ndred yards in
'--lon;th.. !‘wanty-eight enemy anti-tank nines were ronoved. tron the same
- ares tha fonowing dau’.._ NEE S

o Huving noved. to mmmmm mc: (3-101433) on 19 llarch. du.ring
_ thg .aﬂy morning of 20 Mgrch Company B sgelin moved, ‘establishing its '
- command . post in WISSEMBOURG, YRANCE (3-1554-85). _ !oc 5 Troyce W, Reich,
:34107571 “homs addreut .An'hury Ale, was 1lightly wou.ndod. 1n the face on
20 March while drirlng ‘a vehicle on roconna.iuance."*- g
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At the beginning of the operations on 15 March, Company €, in support
of the 143rd Infantry combat team was aseigned the mission of clearing mines
and opening ths LA WALCK, FRANGE (Q-908278)--GRIESBACH, FRANCE (Q-960323 )~
GUNSTETT, FRANCE (B-020350)—SOULTZ, FRANCE (R-110380) highway after ths
Infantry had taken its objective line which ran generally from GUNSTRIT
Southeast to WALBOURG, FRANCE {R-040320)., Initially, om platoon of Company ©
was attached to the Infantry regiment with the remsinder of the company ia
support. L _ B

On the afternoon of 15 March Company ¢ moved from BILWISHEIM, FRANCE '
(Q-943123) to FTATFENNOFFEN, FRANCE (Q-910273), ZXarlier in the day, however,
minesweeping missions had been carried out by detalls from the company which
consisted of clearing a road from USRBRRACH, FRANCE (Q-922278) to BITSCHIDFFEN,
FEANCE (Q-919287) and from LA WALCK, FRANCE (Q-909277) to BITSCHEOFFEN, FRANCE.
Mines were mot detected on either of these rosds, HNine R-¥-43 mines and nim
woodea box mines were found by Company C on the followlng day, however, while
the company maintalned a rosd from LA WALOE (Q-909277) to MIETESHIZM, FRANCE
{Q-929311), Thnis road maintensnce required f£illing of numerous shsll craters,
Prt 1lcl Leo E, Howell, 35601784, bom addresst Canton, Ohio was lightly wounded
by a shell fragment during the work, T e

Company C moved from PFAFFENNOFFIN, FRANCE (Q-910273) to GRIBSBACH,
TRANCE (Q-959323) on 17 March and remained at that location until 19 March,
During 17 end 18 March pumerous roads in the vicinities of GRIESBACH, FTRANCE
MERTZWILIER, FBANCE (Q-957308), MIETESHRIM, FRANCE (Q-932309), FORSTHEINM,
FRANCE (Q-979339), ENERBACH, FRANCE (Q-988343) and GUNSTETT, FRANCE (R-013349)
were mineswept snl repeired, Approximately five hundred pounds of explosives
were removed from trees which had been prepared for demolition by $he enemy
slong & road extending from one~half mile Southwest of GRIESBACH, FRANCE
(Q-949320) to one-fourth mile Foribwest of FORSTEEIN, FRANCE (Q-979339),

Early in the morning of 19 March Company € moved from GRIESBACH, FRANCE
to WISSEMBOURG, FRANCE (R.152487). However, during the day road maintenance
and minesweeping was continued by one platoon of the company from EBERBACH,
YRARCE (Q-989343) to GUNSTETT, FRANCE, Msenwhile, other minesweseping sml road '
maintenance were carried out one-fourth mile North of LOBSAN, FRANCE (R.078413),
one and one-half miles North of DRACHENBRONN, FRANCE (B-101438) and two miles
Southwest of INGOLSHEIM, FRANCE (R-132304), No mines were found on any of
the roads covered, Duripg 20 March one platoon of Company C cleared debris
from the SOUILTZ, FRANCE (Q-109380)~-¥ISSEMBOURG, FRANCE (Q-155478) highway
while the remainder of the company remained on the alert to support the 1l4drd
- Infantry Reglment on impending operations. o
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i‘hroughout the Operationa from 15 through 20 llarch the battalion command
post ani battalion Medicel Detachment were kept forward to facilitate contact
with the lettersd compenies. During the afternocon of 15 March the command
poat was moved from BILWISHEIM, J'R,mcx {Q-945123) to FFAFFENNOYXFEN, FRANCE
(Q-910270).  On 18 March anntber move ‘was made to SOULTK, FRANCE (R-105374)
with a m‘nseqnent change to WISSELEBOURG FRANCE (3-155485) on 19 March,

!By 21 llarch the ‘battalion stood beforo tha SIBGFBIID LIH ~In tho low,
fiat land between OECR.OTTERBACE, GRRMARY (R~173525) and the BIEN WALD to the
East this defenss line was heavily concentrated and in great depth, Fowever,
Yot of OEER-OT‘I'EBBACH raised a rugged, mountainous torraln without fixed
defenses and fortifications compered to the former, I was through these
mountains that plens wers made to penetrate and outflank the main defenses in
the plains. The-142nd Infantry, to which Company of ths battalion remained in
support, was gimn the task of erossing thene mountains, A mountain trail,
capable of one ‘wey traffic, existed from SCEMEIGEN, GERMANY (R.160502) .
generally to. the Northweast to POLLENBORRK, GP‘RH.ANI (Hn146555) whare 4t connactod
‘with s hard surfaced Mghvray axtending to the laﬁt throngh mamm
GERMANY (3,190560)

On 21 l!arch s platoon from Compazy B ’bc-gan worl: on the mountain trail
by removing abatis from it st a polnt about three miles Northwest of SCHNEIGEN,
GREMANY (R-145535) me well =8 four road blocks a few Iundred yards further .
"mlong the road, Meanwhile, from Company ¢ one platoon was attached to a -
battalion of ‘the 143r4d Infnxtry Regiment which was given the task of passi
through the 142nd Infantry in the vicinity of .’BOLLEHBORN GERMARY (3-146555
and attacking Xast toward BRRGZAFFRN, GERMANY,  Each man in this platoon was
squipped with ‘one’ tetrytol reck to pnrfom any demnlitiona requirad., '

Although operations through the mountedns continua& on 22 Ha.rch comatant
pressure was_ mainta.ined on the main defenses in the OBER-OTTERBACH, GE.‘HMAN!
area, During tha’b day a detall from Company A demolisbed twelve drmgons
teeth conatructed ‘across tbe roed one-fourth mile North of the village, despite
enemy machine gun.fire, At the seme time a six nan detaﬂ. from Compeny B
asseulted and blew three concrete pillboxes in ‘the ‘same vicinity, Seven
German prisonara were taken from each of these: pillboxes with only light
wounds to one man of ths detail--Pyt lel Selvatore L, Colletti, 32175787,
home addresss Braoklyn, X, Y., which occurred while Placing a preparad cha.rge
egainst the door to one of these pillboxes, Demolition of these installations
wes performed by ‘the use of 40-pound "Beehives,” The last Bn, 143rd Infan ry,
to which a platoon of Compeny C was attached preased i1ts attack across the
mountains from ZBOI:LEIEGRE GERMANY (R-1475555 toward. BERGZABERN GERMANY

while anothar ;mlatoon of Gompany C wan emplayad 1n repairing the road from
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one«-fourth nile Korth ‘of SGBHEIGEN GERMAH'!’ (3-16350’?) to OBE.OMERBAGH,
GERMANT (B-166522). . . .

On ZS l!g;cch tha danger ‘from the SIEGFB.I!ID I:IIE waa succeufully ‘bsr--
passed,  During the afternoon of that date the battali.on ‘command post was
moved from WISSEMBOURG, FRANCE to BERGZABEEN, GERMANY . with the battalion
Medical Detachment acconqsemying. Iikewiss Gompany A moved from RIEDSELTZ,
YRANCE to BERGZABERN, GERMANY, In the: maantim ‘one platoon of Company A
demolisbed soma thirty pill‘baxes near. GBF:B~0‘I'TERBAGE, GERMANY . (3—172532)
88 well as clearing dsbris from the mtreets of the tomn, Tiree cesualties
" were sustained by thle company ‘dquripg 23 March. Opl. Xenneth B, Heisa,

- 35527450, home address: Xent, Ohio; Cpl.. C‘ha,rlan Hl.ckey. Jr,, 16067541, .
homa addrasa- Fa:ney, 111, and Pyt lcl Roy D, Martin, 35759407, bome addresa'
Tamﬂnn ‘Wa Vo, were lightly wounded, - 'Similar opsratione were. ‘conducted by
‘Compnny - B One pls,t:oon of that compamy assisted the Ipfanry in the ‘assemlt
and cgpture of: thirty pillboxes. From: aeven to forty' prisoners were taken
. from each strongpoint. Tye first platoon from Company. C: continued with t he
'-143rd Infantry, often times under small arms,: ‘matar and artillery fire,

: “egstward from BERGZAZHERN GE‘RMAH'!’ y UN a‘bout 2100 hours 1lst Lt, Trank M,

. Catbeart, Jr., D-525873, home adc}.ress' Chicago,. _Illinoiu and Bgt. Iythar J.

- Mstlock, 38037290, bome mddresss. Eavenna, Texss were lightly woundedy~ .
Lt cathcart ‘being Kt by & sbell fregment 4nthe right deg end Sgt. l(atlock -
‘sustaining wounds in both’ lnga ‘and the righ‘h foot., The remeinder of Company

€ maintained the road from ons and one-half miles: ﬂorthwest of- GBEB.OQTERBAGH,

. GEEMANY (R-135534) to one and one-half miles W,st of the town in addition to-

‘£111ing a tank ditch threc—fourthe miles Southwest ‘of BOLLENBOEN, GERMANY =

_ .._(a-ms«m) and a.uother tenk. altch one mne Y(est of mma, GERMANY

Relativaly little actiﬂty wae experinncaa ’oetween 24 to 29 l!arch “at
which time the bettalion was. relieved from combat, On 24 Merch the 'battalion
_commanl post moved to BERXEXIM, GERIMANY (R-350610) and Compeny A from =~ -

' BRERGZAEERN @R}m to STEINWILIER, GERM.AF! (3-293580) Goupany B moved from

r--t'nsszmnm FRANCE to RULZHRIM, GRRMANY (R-407619), as did Compeny C. Dyring

the following day Compeny A moved forward to ZEISKAM, GERMANY (R-372706). .

The remainder of the perioﬁ ‘through 29 Harch was empleyed in. reconnalsassnce
gs far to the’ Test as the REINE RIVER, ' Various towns were searched for enemy .
o eupply dumps of different typee._ At 2400 hours on 298 March the 'battalion
“was raneved from comba‘t. S __ N 2 _

o - ‘Wo reini‘orceunts were received during the mont s.‘l.though a total of
- twenty—ﬂve men ware returnea. from hospitaln. i o
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.' " 24 May 1945

Subject: - History of Organize.tion.
To H Cma.nding General 36th Infantry Dlvi.s&on, 11'0 4'35 Us j.rny

1, Earewith "Operations in Germany, 111th lngineer Gombat 35ttalion"
for tha month ot’ April 1945, in sextuple, C _ _

2. Qha following observntiona wore noted during operations covered by
the a'bove namsd report: i S .

a. era.tiona Operationn during April were d.ividad. into two phasess
occupation of conquered territory and offensive operations against: the enewmy.
Occupetional ‘operations consisted chiefly of asaembling enemy mzteriel and
aseisting wilitary government in the police of towns occupied, The greatest
problem’during the offensive phase was that crested by demolished bridges.
However bypassﬂs were ‘usually effzcted uith 11ttle deley.

b Hinaa and looby—traps' Yo such o‘astacles were encountarod.

Ce !!ap Su'aply: Complete coverage of occupied. ares was obtained at the
expense of several trips to Arny a2nd bese section depots. Mgp supply during
offensive operstions was unsatisfactory in tnatfzequently insufficient coples
of critical shaetl were issvad 1n1tially. _

d. later Supply: Ope patable unit operated. 1n uup“»ort of esch RCT
end the remaining portztle and the mobile unlt were used to supply the special
troops and clearing station. No difficulty was experienced in siting the
point.a. Raintenanca of equipment continues to be satisfa.ctary.

e, Engineer Supply and Equipment: The cb.ange over to a rest pericd
grestly reduced the demend for enginesr supplies so that with the exception
of some small items, supplies were adequate during the month., Then, the
change %o of.fensive operations at the end of the month created a demand for
bridge timber. which was supplied with some difficulty due to the insufficient
size of timber neer at hend, Tne rest of the period. during the month allowed
the mainteuanca of engineer equipment to be very satisfa_cto '

. 5T L,
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L The entire 'battaliun, having been relieved from combat 39 Harch 1945 movud
from INSHEIM, GERMANY (R300610) on 1 April 1945 %o the vicinity of. 'KATSERSLAUTERN,
___GnEMANI lattalion hesdquerters, Ibedquartern snd Service: Gompazzy and the Medical
Detachment were established in ERIENBAM, ‘GERMANY {Q980970); Company %A" moved
-into SIEGELBACH (Q968964); Company g move& 1nto nonmma (Q,9459'?2) ~and Company
g, movea into HEILEKBAQH (Q,gzsgae) : _

S .‘During the period 2 April through 10 April tbe ‘werlous: 1ettered companias '
o --:-.of the ‘battalion conducted rosd and bridge reconnaissance within the battalion
" mrea of re:ponsibllity. In: ad&ition ‘aspigtance was rendered the military goverh—-
ment in screening elvilians from the nrious ‘tomne within the sector, - This phase
.of .the work was. performed by plncine: guards ‘arpund the towns eerly in the morning
of ‘the day. selected %o sBcreen a town, which prevented tha Aphsbitants from lesving.
. Then . 81l male . eciviliens were concentrated at a specified location and screened.
During this period the towne of  SOMIERTOFF,. KUHOHOEESFDF, ZIEGELBURG, EATZWEILIER,
~ SAMBACH, were screened, Gueras which were. plpced e.round these towns were :!'urnished
by three 1etteradcompenies while the azctuel’ screening was conducted ‘by menmbere of -
“the B ttalion 8.2 Saction and 1nterpreters. Likewise, during this period check
: posts were established by ench of the compenies throughout the erea occupied by
‘the battalion; however ~with a change in policy on adminstration of militery
'government on. 10 April these check pcsts were reliaved. :

S During tha perioﬁ 12 A.pril through 21 April the battallon waa asaigned the
- misslon of. collecting enemy smmunition and materlel scattered- tlfn'oughont the .
~division and hauling it to a collecting point. This work was parforme& entirelr
. . by companies "A® and "C¥, Two collecting dumps were established, one at LANDSTUHL
. and & second st ?FRDDE SIEIM (H3815). A total of ﬁvs hundred and sixty—eight :
truckloads of. tnis aquipment were handled during this time, in sddition to the
.. personnel. of. thase “two companiea which were ured in t‘his work civllian la'bor va:ry
ing in nu.mber from one Mindred snd fifty 40 three- ‘ndred’ per. dey were smployed
. An loading and unloading of trucks, Thia ‘eivilien personnel was n'btained from '
-displaced persons camps comprised of allied nationalities. Serhnhned o

From 11 Aprii through 25 .&pril Gompany “B“ o8 enga&e& in "y program o:t e
training, whicn 4ncluded rifle’ :merkemans hip, mine warfare, road and bridge. meinten-
.. ance and . construction as ‘well as various ‘other engineer: au‘bgects. The entire of
tnis training was cnn&ucted in the vicinity of ROIENBACH, the’ tmm obecupied ’by
the compeny. On 23, 24, and B5 April details from this compeny carried out an .
engineer Yraining. Schedule for A end P P1 toons of the 1431'(1 Infantty Regiment,
This letter training consisted lergely of mine warfare, On 23 April, Company "C*
‘begen & ppriod of: training ‘which generally was. -scheduled ‘$o ‘cover the seme subjec
es those unaertaken ‘by Company L5 but o%&era :I:‘or a:._.movement were received. 24




April wn.ich required the suspenamn of the trnining. ) ;

On 25 APril Gompany "A" moved from SIEGELBACK to otm.smumacx (550697)
and was followed the next dey by Battelion Headauarters ‘HEepdquerters and Ser-
vice Company, Medicel Detachment, Compeny "B% and Company #CY, all moving to

DUNSBACH (S564704) preparatory. tc returning to combsat,’ Du.ring 27 April

April, Company A snd Company "B" were placed in direct lupport of the 141st
Infentry Begiment ‘and 1424 Infantry Regiment respectively, With these attachments
Company "A® moved the seme dsy to OHER . KNORINGEN (X970848) and Company "B* moved
to ASSELFINGEN (1813954) These two compenies continued to follow the infantry
combet teams on 28 Lpril with very little work being perfomed, Company "3"
began roed maintensnce; which cohsisted of planking epproximstely one hndred and
fifty yards of road in the vicinity of MUTTERSHOFEN fraoosso) to(Y 260490),
having moved into this town (Y066684) esrlier in the day, Compeny ®A"'s act-
ivities during the dmy consisted only of meking an administrative move to SCHFAB-
MUNCHEN (Y243581), Although Company "C" remeined in DUNSBACH until 30 April,
at which time it moved to UNTER-MEITRGIN (Y285562), on 28 Aoril the bettalion
comzand post, Heedquerters and Service Compa.ny and tne Medical Det'wchment moved
into SCHWAD EUHC:IEE ('!340 80). _ _ _

The remaiuder of April was characterized in themsin 'ov mere forward movement
of the various companies, with relatively no work performed. Company *B" moved
from MUTTERS HOFEN o LAMERDINGEN (Y236478) on 29 Rpril and upon arrival at the
latter town was’ assigned the task of meinteining the 1n:fantry regimental maln
supply route in the vicinity (Y200550 to Y260490). However, thie route was in
good condition and did not require any work. Ope fatoon of Gompany 3% was attached
to the infantry: combat team in preparation for future opeTati-ns. Company "3*
sgain moved during the evening of 29 April ancl at 0900 houra 30 April arrived
in lbchan&orf (IG(BOEO) ' _ _
Later during 30 Aprn tha battalion conimand post and the ¥ediml Detachment
moved into WEILHEIM: (Y549213), with the supply and maintensnce sections of
Beadquerters. and Service Gumpany remeining in SGHWA'.B-EUNGIEN. At the ‘smine time
Company "A" moved to SEEEAURT (Y675198) in su port of the 14lst Infantry Regiment,
U,on Company'A's: arrival one ‘platoon of the conpany Temoved & log crib at a
pomt about three—-fourtha of & mile southwest of IEINRI?CH (1’692199).

l

Tha Battalion received nina reinforcements zaud had thirty-—sevan men

retu.rn to tnis u,hi.t. S : . i
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._"Bu‘u_ject: mstory of Organization

.?b "ﬁ t Coma.nding Genaral Ssth Ini’antryfibhinion '11‘0‘1'36 U S M

1. Herew:lth ‘Operqtiona 1n Germany amd Anstw . Ia.,

o __'llth Enginaer CQm‘bat
: -'httalion" for the period of 1 - 10 Mgv' 1945, |

L 2. &ha :rolloﬁng observationn were :no:ter.‘. during operat'iom covared. 'by
: _';-'j.-_-;'_tha a’hova namd reporh e _ : % .

s.. Og'erationn Operatioms during-.the ﬁériod_mces _tatod, extenaiva

L Jroﬁ'ce raconnaissance An which air obssrvation was utilized sdventageously in

e Pmba_'bl’._' ;'“YP.aa-{és' -'wbarever axiuta.nt. CH

- spotting blown. ‘bridges and otber obetacles. ahead of the troopl and mucatugi

e ’b !ﬁnas and-.lBooby-traps: _No ene_nw;f.ﬁines or..bc_;cs_‘c}y-_-fz*aﬁ;':"iérg”_._.'
- _'_-__cncountered. i : e i o '. :

e “c. Msp Supnly: Map aupply was fairly good elthough not a‘bunda.nt. some'_".__‘_f'
confunion Tesulted from t;he ‘use. cf the 1/250 000 'ad.r map, _‘beceusa of carto-
; 'graph:!.c errors. _ _ _ . i

_aifﬂ'cult Vut sifes with sufficient weter were essily found and points esta'o; 5
: 11:hed One water un&t opera.ted in nupport of eech.m}!f.‘ aml a porta‘ble tmit

d.uz'ing tha ﬂrst ten deys of Moy gave. li.ttle cell for engineer supplies and

: “'material, Due ‘to that situation there were no- eritical shorteges ‘during the

'--"pario&. Ha.intenam:s cf engineer aquipment during-tho yeriod was very satia- -

o _'factory.
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SRS 12 June 1948
Sudjeets mltﬂr ;r muinuon |
To _a_ Gamnﬂug Gcmrsl, S8th Iafnntrr kh‘hhl, m m LR Army

' 1. &rwuh 'mrauent in Garmeny aaa mﬂrtn, 33.1“ Mum @cﬂﬂ
Bsttalion® for the poried of 11 = J1 Mey 1945,

R, ﬂn foucﬂng ohasnaalus wore nm& hﬁu spcutlam eavered \v i
nu abm md npanl

8 ?ntieul ﬂ*e ‘bagmien ecmphﬂ ' utn tutnr vielnity of
Barkt Overdory, mesisting Mittery Covernvent ia policing the sres and ia

evarueiing linplmel parpons, Pyemielion of snemy materiel, oMefly ares

and muou. traa Alvistien noctor fe am anppl: painh was hagun,

\. m Booby=trspss Ko enany ntnu or beabp-tnpu were
oumhna.

w: ﬁaa supply ees aduqmio.v -

_l.- ! Muring $he perled un - nsi Moy the modile water
purlﬂuﬂn aan was Surned inm lesving ths Divisien with a R/8 ellowsnoe of
feur portzdle units.. One unid operzted im support of gach and the fourth
urit {n suppert of Divisten Ardillery, Daring $he porisd Ghe Dlvisica water
unlts were supported by thres Corps weiar points seattored la the ares. :
muoma n!‘ ogu.tpnut ennttmma to do vu'y nthfuttw. '

LLQ"‘!...&“WM‘ Tha por!.ei m- 1lth - zm May -
ht mnr nbangai fa oupply. Weny ttews whigh had boon earried iz excers
u?n for opsrationsl purpnas tere turned in and mlntuam wore sudnitied
to wring dhe Diviston up to 7/F on sll aquiprent. Durisg the paried lumber °
ead print wers in grost damsnd end were rupplied %hrmh loesl procurement,
‘ h&atemﬂ 5! gngimcr equipmnt for the pmqa ves. varr utitruury.

ot T A=

x&uss'r L. PEFRER
Ll m. 111th Bngr & Bn
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The 1ast aight_-_days.nf hostilities'.occaaioned::a -very.:'amall amount of

) -'._"engineez' work, Enemy 1and mines hed long fhiled to be in svidencs mnd the only |
. obataclese: ccnceived to delsy our advance wers the demolition of ‘bridges and. tba -
__'felling of trees. along the various Toads st vantege points. :

Throughout these ten days the 286th Enginesr Combat Battalion was placed -

odn support of the divielon under the ‘control of ths Division Engineer for the
- .. parpose of performing the major: bridging projecte in eddition to other roed
meintensnce missions: -essigned to 1t. At 1300 hours; 1 !lay 1945 the 286th
. ‘Dogineer. Combat Battalion ‘completed a Belle; 'brid.ga st & location one and one- -
. half miles West of BICHL, Germany (!’-728098  Upon t1
. bridge the 1418t Ini‘antry Regiment was enabled to crosa‘t:the LOISACH River,:
- followed . by elemente of the 12th Armored Biﬁaion. “Durir the afternoon of
-1 May Company "A® moved from SEFPHAUPT, Germany {Y-670200), ‘across this bridge
“to KHEUTE, . Germea: i
. ‘company. removad four road hlocks ‘mlong the: roed between ST. mmaxca, Germany
.- %o BEUERBURG, Germany (Y-709202, Y-714203, Y-732208 and Y-7: |
. blocks had baen hastily executed three of thom: varyi’ng: TOm one" to three felled
o trees. andythe ‘fourth of cord wood._- Meanwhile other details removed five. hu.ndred
- pounds of explosives from a ‘bridge mcroes the 'LOISACE River one-fourth of a . -
+» " mile Soutbeasst of EURASBURG, Germany (Y747236) which hed thus been prepared 'by
- ‘the anem;r for: demolition. A.nother three: thousand three' hmdred and ‘sixty: pounds
et explonives"ff
_.'near the same

-completion of this - -

y (T-805182), After arrival at KSFUTH: aatans from the

-733212) These road -

ere’ removeﬁ from e concrete bridge over the LOISAGH ISAB Ganal
ocation, G
For the most part, 'hetween 2 and 4 May,

tiﬂties of the vari.ous units :

= '--'-of the battalion consisted of movement, On 2 May ompany *A* moved from EREUTEH,
- . Bermany %o PAD TOLZ, Germany (1’-859142) ‘while Company "C* mva& from UNTER .
. MEITIGEN, Germany to WEILEBIM, ‘Germany (Y~550210).
. MB" moved in column with the. 142:1;1 Infantry Re 1m
. ‘for the night at BECEENDORF . Germeny (Y-608020),
S 3 May by Companias "SB" and "G" ‘#nd Battalion B’eadquarters, accompaniad by the

i Medlcal Detacrment. ‘During the afternoon of that dste Com;ps.ny MB" moved to
- PENZEERG, Germamy (Ym’?EDIEO) Gompany A0" moved into PAD TOLZ German:,r (’!’-869142)

Thro‘nghout 2 May Company
{ and made ‘= temporary: stop

]‘urther moves: were made on'

: a8 did: the: battalion command ‘post and Medicel Detachment,. S

At ‘about’ 0BOO hours; 2 Moy the 286th. Engineer Combat Battalion was again

T .called upon to puild a Ba*.iley bridge over the ISAR River. 4in PAD MOLZ, ‘Germany
.'_(Y-BBS‘.‘;.éE) necessiteting thirty feet of ioubleuaingle Ba.iley 'briclging ‘to.span: a.
" gap blown in a concrete bridge at that locatlon, By 2200 hours this bridge was:

‘completed and openeﬁ for trai‘fic._. Agpin on 3 May, this unit was instructed to -
'construct ‘8’ bri&ge at GMUND ‘Germeny (2-998136) trhere

Lbri&ge had been ‘blown,




resulting in an eighty-two foot gap which required one lundred and ten feet
of triple-single Beiley bridging. At 1930 hours on that date this mission
wes begun and by 0800 hours, 4 May the bridge was complate& and opened for
traffic, -

During 4 Hay Gompe.uy A" moved into EGERN, Germeny (2-025075); Company
"B* moved to IEGERNDORF, Germany (2Z-275130); Gompanw UCY moved into
TEGERNSEE, Germany. (z-015095) while the battalion command post and the
Battalion Medical Detmchment were established in EGERN, Germeny (2-025075),
Botween ths moves from 2 to 4 May Company "A" repaired two bridges, one at
RAIR,Germany (Y-756112) and the second neer BICEL, Germany (1-765095) &s well
as conatructing 8. temporary Class 20, wooden bridge in PAD TOLZ, Germany
(1-862142), ' During 3 May Company n A removed a log crib rosd block at AW SEE,
Germeny (2000120) by the use of a D7 bulldozer, 2s well as a second abatis
roed block at STEINBAGEH, Germany (Y¥-876068) by the use. of a tasnk-doger, Other
minor road and btidge repsire were made elong the route ot march by the various
companies, but none of these were of great consaguence,’ -

Probably the most noteworthy mission during: the entire first ten deys of
May was performed. by'Company ACH, At spproximetely 0200 hours the morning of
5 May, efter tbe company had moved to EEISACH, Germeny (2-330006), work wes
begun to rebuild o wooden bridge at thise' villsge which had been partially
destroyed by the enamy. This task required the reconstruction of six spans,
totaling eighty feet, of timber trestle bridge, Initially. difficulty was
experienced in. obtaining the necessary timbers for this work. DBy rotating
the three line pletoons of the company, the work was carried on to completion
without stopping. By 1800 hours, & May the bridge was opened for traffic.
Although this bridge was'urgently needed for traffic, throughout its construc-
tion tmis company mainteined a ford scross the river and a bulldozer was
made evallable $o retrieve stalled vehiclee from the stream, Meanwhile, on
5 May, after Company "A" had moved into OBER AUDORF, Germany (Z-332040), one
platoon was given the mission of clesring eight enemy abatis road blocks
along the Bast edge of TEGERN SEE between ST. qmm AND TEGERN SEE (2-005110
to 2-027078), . .

During 5 Hay, both.Battalion ihadquartera end Gompany *BY made changes in
their bivousc locatione. During the morning Company "B" moved to SCHWEND,
Avstria (BE-450905) while Battalion Eeadquartarﬂ was, estahlished in msmw
Austris (E~335970) in the aftermoon., -

Late in the sfterncon of 7 May orders were receivei from division heaim
quarters that- firing would be ceased end the enemy would not be fired upon

‘unless he provoked hostile scts, Although.this first information did not
indicate a: definlte ceesation of hostilities, 1t neverthelesa had & decided

E;,,_ _:_:5:-
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-bearing upon-the;;mor'ala' of the ore-anization. During--the following c‘iay ORI
‘Bettelisn Beadquarters moved into KITZBUHEL, Austrie (WE-5182);. Company AW .
‘moved to 8T, JOHANN, Austria (E-534914); BOm;rany NEY ¢ mmmasxm hustrias
" (WB-585650) and. Compsny C to Rabtenburg, Austrip (3-155795) Aaide from one
“large warehouse containing enemy equipment which wes: placed. under guard by

| .~ Company . "B g EI‘I’EI’ERSILL ‘the remeinder of the compenles employed the rest
of thim period in inventory*ng property, ‘care and cleaning of equipment end

- _-_'turning in: equipment':- ami supplies which haﬁ ‘neen obtai.ned on operational 1oan
'_'-':t'or combat, = G -
o During the last fer da,ys cn“ combat aignal communications batween the :
~ ‘command post wes difficult, Fven with two SCB-193 Radlos on losn plus organic
'_SGR-194 raﬂ.:loﬁ, 8 greater pa.rt ‘of the tima TAdio communication could not be
- maintained. This difficulty was attributed entirely to the mounteinous terrain -
characterizing th&a particular sectiou of tbe country. S




mhe onlleotion of enamy'mllitary aqnipaant wae condnoted
by Cémponies A and O, Thie vwork was begun on 19 Kay snd oone
tinued through the end of the month,  The guantity of ong
fitem of material wor not large, ‘however the area over whioh it
was soattered wns extonsive, in genexal ‘4his eguipment oone
pisted of artillery and emcll nrms armn tion, a:tl lex gipieoea,
emall orms, Keberworfers, powder and vehicles, ell of w
except for the vehiocles uee tuxnad 1n to the‘htny snpplg'Point
ﬂo. 910 m wlttiﬂ.ing&m . '

' In viuw or fhe troining preg:nm anticipated by the Diviecion
on ¥ay 17 Company C began the construction of ssventy-five
zifle taxgets end one hundred mhohine gun tergets oh were
oompleted 19 May, On 22 Moy the eonsctruction ef %uo hundred

end twenty rifle taxgets and r£ifty maehlna gnn.taraata was begun,
which wext lataz oawpleted 25 Haye

With the enﬂ of oombat Opexatimns, the problem of maine
taining o high state of mornle could naturally be expaected,
Thie wae eopeoinlly true innemuch o0 forty peroent of the assigned
personnel hnd sgorec equsl or in excess of the eighty-five point
tentative oritlical ccore re uired for recdjustnent. To oope
with this provlem, emphisle wr.o ploced on reocreation and organ~
ized athletles. Each oompany was direoted to construot at lenct
one di=zmond for boseball, one for softball and a volley bnll
oourt, Intra~oompany anﬁ intro~battalion ocompetition in these
gemes wag begun, - Elb Seey a small lnke located near Altrang
presented exosllent oppax%nnitiee ax a georestion gentex, an
a oonsiderable amount of work was done %o improve it, A ongw
hondred foot walk with a platform st the end of 1t wam buils
into the watex, 8s wall ap & amnll honse suffiofently lexge to
house plgg “$oblena vhigh woe bdullt neay the lake. Incemuch
ae the oxmation ond Edunoution program was not yet in full
foroe due %o tho lacit of materinle necessary, other forms of
divexsion had to be need for the full~time emplojment of the
txoops, Conducted eduocational tours to the oity ot Bunieh
weza taken the latter part of the month._a-;_

p




o offioer end
- United Statem fxom '
o!gnn zntion nnder the redeployment poliey, The f=ot that

During the onth of Hoy 5 total or
‘enlisted mon were returncd te

':::ithirtv anlicted men of thirc total left ¢ a battalion for. return

" to the Unitad stotes within o weok aftexr the end of the Europenn
~wax had a daoidea mornlo beﬂxtna on the xemnznaex ot thn uni

L The battalion hnd no diffiaultyzin:enioxeln{ tht nonr
,-fraterniaatian polioy during the month.: o dicoiplinary: aotion_.

fﬁ_T;waa ‘xequired. dur thie perted, Although 1% is reasconnble to
. believe thant a ver ain ‘emovnt of inolat: ttate:nitntion anaen -

"f*eﬁfo:ulne the polioy within the bnt

 will obtain so long e troops. ancupf g:rma t; £n00eeE ogg
:nlion with the minirmm

._'fiol!f‘tionﬁ Finﬁ‘ entgg in‘z anm'my ni. 5ht be Httrihut‘lbl' tﬂ

”“ﬁ1,£xeqnent group ﬁiﬂﬂuﬂpaona ”U"auotpa'“



EEADQUARTERS 111TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
o AP0 36 « U S AREY :

-

Suhjeetl' Hieterv of Organ1~ation

To commanding General, 36th Infantrv Diviaion, APO 36,
U 8 Arny _

1. Herewith 'Dperations in German", lllth Engineer CGombat
Battalion" tox ‘the period of June 1945. AT

2, The Iollowing observations were notod during operations
covered 'b"r tha ahove named raportz_ _

: *'a. 0 erationsa The battalion oocupied a2 small sector in
the MARKT Oﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁf""ﬁEHMAnY ares working in conjunction with the
Military: Govnrnment. Check posis were maintained and evacuation
of enemy material was continued, A change of division sector

to the UIM area directed engineer activity towards building of
training ranges. A few cheok poste were also allotted the sector
surrounding Altoa Lager, the present battalion location,

b. Hap Supplrs Operational oonditiona were such that
there was no map suppl” problem,

Q. water Supplrt Three shower nnita were operated for
the InfantrT Regiments, In addition four eight man units were
distriduted throughout the division. These were operated bhy
organi~ations thus benefitted. DI

4. Engineer Supply and Equipmenti: With the defining of
the 4iviBion as a Uateégory 1 unit all engineer items of T/E ,
equipment were fro-en. Such will not be replaceabls until the
unit is alerted for a water movement. The bullding of the
division's weapons ranges necessitated procurement of large
quantities of lumber, pipe, pullevs, target cloth and paint,
All necessary equipment was obtalned but not without diffioulty

experienced hv the P & C ofticer. ¥
' _-"'13 - T Hg_ B« HALTOM
o L a CE
| ' . Commanding




Few civi lian distur‘




for German civilians ﬁur*ne the coming Wln£é?5: Deéigﬁjtéé battelion officers
completed tna eurve:s.;:f ' : i
A directe& by Dlvis*on, moving of all Germnn ordn&nce and ammunition uithin
the division sector was comnenced. Ordnance equipment was stored in a dnmp at
TAURBUERR!, Gﬂm (7'1’1513) The P:munitinn was hmﬂed. from.ugzvogs WY117060,
Wi11i7118, WYSEEIBB_ and F1281175 to WY165205 by Gampany'“lﬁ dnring the period of

17 J;ne 1945.. Gompany “G“ assumed this responsibility and continued on same until

-~12 Jyne 1945.. Types of ammunition stored incluéod 88mm 105 shells, + 30 mliver

rifle ammunition and prepared chargess,
Training schadulea were initipted during tris pnriod and vere followed by
the two campanies not employea in dlvision esslgnmaqt For tne most pert the traio-

ing consisted of_refreshgr treatment of eng 1neer suajects during the morning

hours, The aftérnobﬁs were cdevoted to recrentlon ani Infprmation and Educetlon

lectures end ?rograms, Full expension of the Infbrﬁgtigh end Educztion program
was not yetl poséiﬁlg;gﬁwye%, due to lzck of ﬁecessafy.gquipment, inzbility to wecoms
completely orééqiiaé;eéd the ewaiting of aﬁsignment.of g.up;t category from
5_renth Aréy B ._.: _; | o e 3 y

I ntense 1ntereat was menifested dally es ta when or if a8 ¥guota® would be
received for the return to ths Upited Stgtea of personnel. M rale, when 1% began
to sag, was given Y hyperdermic injection by tha a1lotment of one officer and five
enlkied men. az one. instfnce, and two enlisted men at anntner. who were flown to
the Statea.. The announcement 1n the “Stars ana Stripes“ ths nrevioua month to

the effect thvt another cannaign Ster Wg“ldkbe er carded the division found many




“swé;ti'nn"it '-dit't"’i 88 en’ nﬁr«itﬂ nn'“'i "ive ’!3"2‘*?8 v‘) d'-*';i""ﬂce ;t'riéin 'd".fmr or up to,

the coveted critical- .,core nf eip tv-flve Do ,.nts as tentatively set 'Dv the ?f r

.'Department es a haﬁis for e" igib 11ty for uiscncrge

R cre tion'jincluded the schedu_ing of nt.nr-bpttali __n hp d ‘ball games a.nd

'the selaction of a ‘battnli.on tewn to 'Dlav other organizationa within a.nd without B

" that guard and other ﬂetails vera hes—vlpr than averege mamf were une.'ble to eve.il

-.:_ff::::themselves oi‘ these ovnortunities. The Bg_t lion newspaper “The Bulldozer“ bontin—

":"-'ned to malm 1ts"wea};1y apperr9nce ‘end rmlsedlits circul' ion_ Ievel and dema.mi with

aach succee&ing 1'5 sue,

Just as ___he_bal]._ diamonds, bec‘r stops e.ndtha ves.t’f ona:l parl: at the lalce

i _-Iin the Ogmpany ZB“ aree.: were repdied for full uaewe anrl_ enjoyment came word o‘P

_mvement. : The usual reaction were

o but through 1’&'. was s tense. emectancy as'all sensed. hat ull ace.le deployment

._'wm.ﬂ_d 11’1 3-11 Pro’oa'bility.occur Et the pe"{t area' This R 'j

P IR

a.nd the eneuing two weeks saw the 111th Engineer Cgm'bat ttalion 'c'd'nf_inﬁé"és:.

--'a unit 'but chow lines ".ntalned rory few faniliar I__faces

II,_‘ GA.E? HSRBEET A. LUREE

ottingen araa (m'ﬁal) anﬁ.



the seleﬁtirm of np ﬁuxﬁt 11011 bivouse s-ts; wf.ﬂ..{ z::-aie.:'.:Tlﬁé cinice was {hat of

a foruer German-Officers' Candidate Scnool “Alfes ﬂéé$£“ aitaated on the edge

of the tuwn.. 0 13 June 1945 at 0330 hours the be tta‘inn convov began headed by
Company “BY, fol’owed bv Gonparv mgh Battalion Comahnd P Eesdquarters eni
Sgrvice Cowpany, heiical Dgtechment, snd Coﬁuanv “Aﬂ_: The dl tance traveled

was anpvoxim“tely eighchfive miles and the entire move waa comﬂletei by 1700
hours, ¥Fgr the.f_i_.l_'s_s_t time since 6 July 1944 the en_ti._re._ 'b_e__ttalion was bivouecked
together, Thé_layé#t of the barracks with.trées and paved atreets called to

mind Camp Edwarda .Msééachusetts end the demanﬂs of garriaon life, The period
of tranaition from combat requirements to tnose of garrison duty began immediately,
The mental and p:wsical cnanges can not he aurmou.nted in abrief two weeks but the
development of non—combetant saldlerly attituaes and the acquiriug of new living
hebits is succensfully unaer TEY o . _

For the officers and men, the readjustment of daily scnedules end the cleaning
of the ares prgsented long hours of planning, leadership and hard lsbor, Living
quarters were provi&éd_firet of all, B ds end bunka were a*ranged and surplus
furniture wes stofed .As Engineers, neceseary plumbing, painting, repalring of
floors, doors and general carpentry were takan 1n atride.' One undred and one
german prisoners_of war were Gecured snd detailed thre 8~3 to aszist on jobs which
had first prioritieé.: anough interpreters. and ths military government arrangen

ments were made to operate the shower building and tha theatre. A tz1lor shop,

berber ahop,photo labcratory, £pé- laundry facilities were also provided. Each




company prép:%é&: ;ﬁay room nhicn cor specr, furnitur ¥ __diproviding of

past times equalled tne majorit frn.md £t ncsts}in th.n Ste?bs.?.‘l’he section of camp
to be used 'by the brttalion mas fenced 4in, e...levi tang aomewhat thp he"vy zue_r&

problem, Dozers wnre used. to cleer the para,de ground and to provide ‘bese ball end _

volley ball cnu.rts.m Such streets asp Ldolph Iﬁ.tler Strasse demanded 1mznedia.te

rem;ing. _Accordingly,"'_.streets we-re 'provided neat lettered eigns at 1ntersections

with titles calling _to_ mina the pest of *bhe a;lvis* on.?”' Such placee as Cemp Edwarﬂs

_nue, 'Iex.ﬂs Road anzi Cam: B}.anéing Ro .'brought to mindimiomi

- Road C&s sing A

""':memorias to the viewer___'aa he passet‘i the varioms eign Postn'-:

e main entra.nce __to the post bears the overhsad sign_ _o:t “GAMP E:]RM.’.R!D L

" LORTEW, Cpl Loree, 361’?3673 Ofiaville Michigen was 8 well 1iked emellen’h soldie

“poth in a.nrl out _.o£ ccmbat wto was icillecl 1n a mne' exm osion on 31 Jmary 1945 |

when ‘B three—quarter tcnt ruc" ‘l:e rmr- e“ even L 1 A-l minss detansted.. Fusea

af sa::se. The vei,icla

‘were frozen in '_ne-"mlmas_rnsa}&iq;-_ it im ossi‘ble for re*:ov 2

___e_a.,;;eg;'__-'i_ise-_-'uattamn dump 'sgf--:éims?mié rmcz (wq.94ze) when the

trogedy occurreﬂ.. ¢

Aﬂ necessitated ;'by occuﬂeti nal ﬁ.uties the ‘batta’lion was' detai.led 'y

number of chec:: posts}wnich mere locsted an fonows: uxsgs'?so m%aog,

WISEG?GO m20810 --."TX.SSSEES ma,seoa WSZBDQ HKS:SBB?O, M41319 WOEBSO

x m'?oavs "'1320818 mzoaoa v'xsossm. and. mosaso. A,,signment was made to

respective'_--le tt er

u*pa.nies in proportion-to e,ttsigned -iatrengtha. In addition,

; a'warehbﬁ'se. at. --m:ssez:s ‘an emunition dump Pt mﬁazofand an Electric :mtor




Assembly Plant at S\.'JTEEIM GERIANY (WXASSBSE) were guzrded Company #C" was
detailed to amnunition nau’xﬂg. The damp waa e,t“b1ished at WITTLISLINGER,
GERMANY (wxg'ros). L | _ ‘ |

Recre¢tianal facilities provided ware much the same &8 tiose afforded during
thei?irst part cf tne mont#, i e, ball g,mes ana mcviea. |

Ay devs passe&,universal interest was dlrected upon the amnouncing of the
division classifiC'tion enﬁ the redeploymnnt wrich would 1nevitably follow., HMany
a ebpirited and hehted argumpnt could be overueard dnring this period as to the
future of the unit, At 1ong lest on 24 June 1945 came word from Seventh Army that
the 11lth Engineer Comb P Battzlion wes a category I unit (Occupation).

Two daya later & wholesale devloyment achedule was, announced for this
bettalion 'by ui_v_ision.- Op 28, 27, and 30 Jne 1945 two_ lm_n:lred and fifty-one
enlisted men v.rere. tiéﬁsferrea to the 253 E.ng_..ineer Combat Batbelion (63rd Division),
a CatEQer fqur (IV) unit. Trnie mem't the trading.bf the T Patch for the
Flazing Syord. 1nsignia but s an eventual trip home was envolved no serious
comnlaeint were raisea._ During this period one hnndred an& fifty—aevan enlited
men were received from the 100th, 84th and BSrd divisiona. In addition during
the month of Junena;éhtymtwo reinforcements arrived from the Sgcond Reinforcement
Dapot making a total of two hindred and t11rtv—nine new fecea.

The old membera of tﬂis battalion, now denarted would-ever remember ﬁhe
years suent under the red oak leaf angd the white aagle of the Battellon Crest,

remember, too; tWDEG left behind permanently in snots from Salerno, Isely to

| Kitxblehl Austrie,_a twentv nont;ﬁ*¢$% 1'5 Tiose new-men_of t 1s organizztion

.
,_”_9-
P h




with men ories of_{_'ﬁ.wr .mvn fowr* '111"‘ mﬂl& find th't t1me and. the sorlfing tozethc
as =n or~a.ui"9tion wo_ld mplc. t em inte = ‘oa*tr‘l ian fullv as cc.pcble a.nd as ,}11*'1:‘.‘.3;
proud 6f the two World Vpr I streamers =zni the five more battlecalars ab were -
thoze wio eernnﬂ. then._ J i‘ae while a nnn-com‘batmt month._"..everthéless 5aw

the most mnmentoua of Ch&I}‘f‘EE in the 11'1th En{"} nzer C:;mba,t Bgttalion aB the

old order che.nged yielding place to new,

To thasa gme on: “A ,jo‘b ve'?]. done" £ To t'*ose ;}ust 'arv‘ive&- “A.g combet

éi.men yours a. strong tradition ani fine record to 1e'=rn,' anpreciata underste.nd

ané. %o unhold.




rmwatrmmas 1117 swan EFR couaar BATTALIOR

APO 36 - u 8 m: '_

| 4 august 1945
Bubjects niator; of Orgnnisation | |

To ’ Gnaaanding ¢eneral, 36th Infsntrx niviaion, AP0 36,
U 8 Arli

1, Herswith roperatione 1in Germanx, lllth 3n¢1ne¢r @Gombat
Battalion" znr tha period of July 1945. SOk

2, Tha !ollowing abaarvstiens wara notol aaring oparationn
ooverad bs thn abovo ‘pamed reports

Be OE- tiog t %he battal&en nocnpiod Camp Hexrdert A,
Lores, in the '%ér, Cermany axen, south ¢0f the main division
arva in the French oocupational mone, The main snginser activity

ireoted townrds bullding of training ranges.' Theae ranges
warc completci an& tiring stsrﬁed on 29 Jalxg - '

Be ggz snggl 8 Operational eunditiona were nneh that
there was m ®ap BUpp 3 pruhlea. } o

o watar B 1 Fonr water supply yointc were mainteined
for the thr; Infantry Eigimsn*n and the Diviston Artillery. In

addition thr'o ahower unite ware opaxataa tbr the Infantr) Begiments,

1ncer Bu and B - Binod the divielon wae
defined sa o %E%“““'“ 4 g%lg all ung nnor 1toma of 2/8% equipnent

wore frozen, Sno will not ﬁs voeplangadle until the unit 1: alirteﬁ
for a water movenment, The building of the division weapons ranges
neceseitated procursment of large gquantities of lumber, pipe,
palleys, target cloth and paint, All neoessary equipment was ob~
tained, but nnt without diffienltr exparisnood bz th& P & 0 officer,




fj_'oma.a.mons IN GERMAN'Y_ s
_'111@3 EI’GIIIEER comam BATTAI.IOH:_:_:;_:]_f-_'_'_";_"
ULY 1345 |

' WILLIAM G. KNIGHG!
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W1th the passlng of July, 1945, the lllth.Engineer COmbat

Battalion experlenca& 1ts second full month of ETO peacetlme
actmvxty;g This was a period of "sweatmng it oux" for individuals
with crxtical scores in the elghtles. And every editlon of the
Stars and Stripes was eagerly'watched for anw announcement of
1ower1ng-the crltlcal score for-dlscharge._ Adjustment to peace~
time aoldlerly pursuits were taken in stride and everyone settled
down to the garrlaon life. Reinforcements were very slow in
arriving and the battalion Was . never up to 2/0 atrength during
the month of July. |

The primary mission of the battallon was the bulldlng of
the D1V1810n'5 flrlng ranges at MAGOLSHEIM, Germany (WI375804)
This was a full battallan job and was made more dAifficult by the
shortage of man power, Howeva:_thls was alletlated somewhat by
the addltipn qf.one hundred Ger@an p:isoné%éiof war which were
detailéd thrﬁugh -3 to work on:the rahges._ A total of six ranges
were constructed which included a fifty target known dietance
range with flring points at one hundred two hundred, three hun-
dred, and flve hundred Yards; an.élght point 1000 inch machine
gun range; a flfteen point plstol range' a comhat firing range
for machine guns w1th 60 targeta; a 300 target range for infantry

small arms combat flrlng and,wooda fmghtlng; and 8 60 mm and 81 mm




constructlon o

'_ move. Upon completion of the excavation;'

.structedﬁand theﬁpits equipped down fd;

_'_haa priorit y

 ”range facilitiea.nfﬁfr

._mortar range.fcr flrlng at topographic featuree.. Tﬁé“ihifiéi"

'ffhe known dlstance range*wé .started by Co “B"

:who dug the pits. All of ouz'bulldozers;iplus;twa D—?'a each
-from the 297th Engrs and 286th Engrs, were uaed in excavating the

pits tc e depth oi’ ten Teet. In aadition'?three hundred pounda of

 demolitions were used in blowing rock whlch_ he dozers could not

'liding targets were con-

he 1aat detail, including

'3 _;markingfdisc _and'“maggies ﬂrawers“ In constructing the aliding

rtargeta, frames and targeta, 800i ogs 12_inchea x 10 teet 120 lo

_,.::12 inches x“lS feet 19 000 board feet ofifiniahed 1umber, and 47

ﬁB“ was working in

_:_arget cloth nere used. Whil .co;

Ehfall other joba, and th' r: __a*ware finiahed asl

| -f.'-acheau::.ea n u:L'y 281:11 Piring s'tarte on.;;uly’ 291;11 with the 13

"_-:aattanon ;14131: Infantr.v Regimenffthe _--nrst bat‘talion to use th

since_the battalion araa waa'inside_mhe rreneh oceupational

'f 5gne onl .one check post wag detailedfto .he battalion._.Co "B“




malntained a check post at HUTTOH (WX710768) Pew civilian dis-
turbances were recorded the most flagrant violations consisting
of several curfew offenses. In addltion to thls check post, a
waréhouae of Bn equipment in UIM (Wx710768) was guarded by a
detail from co B S | |

No- tralnlng schedules were 1n1t1ated durlng this period since
all companiea were working on the ranges and could not follow a
tralning pIOgram. Where pOSBlble the afternoons were devoted to
recraation and Informatlon and Education classea. (lasses in
Beglnning German and Elementary Photography'were started the latter
part of: the month. '

Recreatlon included the schaduling of intrambattalion goft
ball gamqs and the selection of a battaliqn hard ball team %o play
other organizations within and without the division. During the
first parf.df.the month movies were scheduled every other night in
the post theater. But with the arrivai of the 1st Battalion, 14ls
Infantry, and eombining their shows with oura, the local play-
house of:erpi_a bill every night. mruckBJWBrg also run nightly
to the Béa ’c'ro'ga in UIM, and %o GEISLINGEN. where the non-commis-
sioned officers could enjoy the facllities of the Division head-
quarters non—ccmmlssioned officers cluh._ Sightseelng tours were
. run once each week in the battalion bus. Thé trips were of four 4

duratign aq¢31qc1uded suchoplaces_aa.Dachgu;:znnsbruck, Brenner Pe
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_avall themeelves of these opportunitles}

Berchtesgarden and Salzburg; However, due tc_ﬁhe fact that the :'

battalion was nedrly one hundred men unﬂer strength, and guard

and other details were heavier than average,'many'were unable to ]'

uThe'battalion newspaper,'

'f"The Bulldozer“ contlnued to make its weeklyfappearance, and E

araised its circulation 1evel and demand with each succeeding issue.

fA few men_went on paaa to such places asiGrenohle, the Riviera,.j
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Comtandiag General, 36th Intantry'niviaion, A!O 36,
. - U S Army :

1. Hcrewith "0peratione in Gernany, 111th Enginaer Combat
Battalion' for the perio& of August 1945.

2. The Iollowing obser#atiena were noted dnring operations
eovered by'thc abava named report: L

a. 0 erationa* The Battalion eccupie& Camp Herbert Ao
Lorea, in the Altes lLager, Germany, South of the main Division
area, in the French Ocecupational Zone. The main engineer activity
was directed towards building of txaining rangea ror the Iniantrr
Raginenta and Division.irtillery; :

- h. Hag Suggle Operational canditiona were such that -
there uan no: nap supp y'prablem. S N

e, later Supply: TFour water aupply‘points wore maintained
for the Three Infantry Regiments and the Division Artillery. Ia
addition three shewer nnite uera operated tar tho Infantry'RSgi—
menta., SR _ -

d. E ineer Suppl and n ui ents Sinee the Divialen was
dofinud as & (ategery Ll unib, “engineer items of T/E equipment-
were frozen, Such will net be replacoable until the unit is :
alerted for a water movement. . The building of the weapons ranges
for the Infantry Regiments neeeasitated procurement of large
qnantities or 1nmher, pipe, pulleya, target cloth and paint,
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 During the month of August, 1945, the 111th Engr C Bn
carri;d oux'a'wide variety of activitioa aa could only be

exacted during poacntine. The requests for joba to bo dene Q;v-7”

were as nnnoreuu as they were varied. Individaals with high

peints wara anxiously‘awaiting the wor& to go hﬂnn, and those .

persons with not guch high critical scores oagarlx tatahoi Ior
any'announcaaent of lowerlng the critical acore for discharge.,
Humerous reinfercements arrived ﬂuring thu nonth but almeast |
equal nnnhers latt to be reaeployed to tha United States.
co$p;n;"3' bulilt twe firing ranges in the vicinity of
Dsttingen,.seiﬁénj (71'268033). The Iirgt.fgnga was a fifty
position renge with firing points at 100, 200 and 300 yards.

The second range had twenty firing positiens with firing points

at 200,.300 and 50C yards. These two ranges were completed en
26 August aﬁ@ fTiring started on 27 Luguut.. Company *B® alse
constructed a firing renge for the Division Hq Staff Officers
at geislingen, Germany (WX 571042). This construction in- |
¢luded a 8ix peint pistol range and a 12 point carbine range
with Iiring ?paitions at 100 and 200 ymrds.

Gn the 14th of August, Gempany AR novcd frem Camp
Herbert A Loree to Weiszentein, Gernany (ux 645218). This

was ﬁene to facilitate the bnilding ot & rifty'point rifle

@
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' ; ;3.¢ Glearing Btation in ronraon,f.

:'_ rangc in tha vicinity of Bartholonn,ﬂecrnanIF(lx 584145). - |
L This range is baing bnilt with.firing pqints at 100, 200,,_.-‘
: ]_g.300 and 590 3arda anﬂ 18 ﬁeing oqnippad;fith sli&ing turg.t

- é :;".._;_,

Engineera were ealle& upon nunsreus tine: to ren.va cx— :

'f_plesives Iron varioun eectara of tho hivision area._ an 2

"i;~1ugunt, aon rron company'"A" rennved undfdeutrcaad 14 !ollor :'_
}ninei in the vieinity of'ﬁln; Germany ('x 655313). Hb ﬂther s
L=V ninea er exploaivea were founﬁ in ths:vicinity‘at this tinn._.“

 0n 10 August at Ulm, Germany'(lx 570095 ,;Oenpany-n‘u pickod _ﬁ .
 [np and aestroynd 6-240 Ignitera, 18m2,v2 kile ntiék chargca,-'.

_ _H{.;lz atiek gronadeu, 6-#4 kila chargea andfaeveral stiekn ot _ 
| ff;;fdynanite; ' i
| ;ﬂfsernany‘(vx 410130) approxinatelx-4oe lba erhnnnnition and

In the vicinity of the exn annp atﬂﬁﬂppins.n’_::f.

: fcxplouivuu vare runaved.- Some niscellanoeun axplosiran tcra

; 'taken out af tho ﬁiviaion Radio station'in;ﬁeiﬂliﬂsﬁnv G'”‘“"
-_;(nx 571042), as vell a8 20 #2 1b'blecka_ £¥_3I rron the 111#;';'_

During_tho:nonth af August nino?and bodby&trap classen o

_-were given thea14lnt and 142nd Iniantry'xaginents., nnnuy':ap”;

| gnines and iiring devices were ahtalned Iron tha 7th Arny'Engrj 
-f}Section to aid in this inatruetion._ Practical aennnstratien.fff
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in denolitions ‘were also givan.f:'

| whe Bnttalion mxintainad only'ono checkpost during the
month and that was lecated at Hntton, Gernanr'(Ix 410768) .
This post was nanned bx'cempany'"B“ dnring tho tirst part ot
'tho nonth but they were relisved from this polt by the French
Occupational Yorces on 12 August 1945._ Conpany ngn nnintainod
a capturad eneuy'naterial dump at Ulm, Germanr (wx 660800)
keeping recorés on the 1nconing captnred enemy oquipnont and
gnarding the area in which the mnterial was stored. conpany ngw
also naintained a similar dump in Gﬁppingen, Gaxaany'(Ix 410130)

The liat of eagineer joba ror the month runs Iren‘L to 2.

411 t:paa af pxsjacta were undertaksn, ranging from aik sirips
to baseball bleachers. The air strip was constructed at ncnhaeh,
Genuany‘inr.hsé of the Division Artillery Liasion planes. |
Bleac@erﬁ to.seat 5000 ﬁeople were built fp# the Divisien ngviow.
éelebrating Salerno Dey in Sepiember. A large sign marking the :
Divisien arcauboundafy'was constructed and placed at WX 705867.
ﬁaseball diamonds were conatruéted Ioi thc 3rd Bn, 141 Inf Regt
and Diviaion Ha, as well as a garbage pit Ior 131 EA,Bn, and

a concrete tennis court for Divimion Hq.
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SUﬁJﬁﬁTf Histor) of Orgnnlantion |

0 _f“;ffuommandirg Geueral, Bath Intantra Division. ATO 35!
o weamy i i

: 1. Heranibh "ﬁpnrqticun in Gorman;, lllth Enginuer comhnt
Battalior”, iar the period uf ,eptuuhor. 1945. . _

2. Ihe rollowing oho-rvationa we:u notad during operationl

'oorared b; tha abOVe waﬂed roport

Qpﬁrationea Dnring tko firat half ot aaptamhtr, ths

2.
: Battalicn o"cupind izap flerbert A, loree, iu the hottingen, .
pormany arau, south of tho main divieion area, in the Frenoh

Dacupational Zone. On the 13th, 14th and 15th tho Battalion

*_[movnd to Baoknnng, Nermony and toor over antieu ae aeourity

- 'thero nns .m0 map supply probles, - Q;ﬂﬁff___

_tnined for tha

'troopa 1n bhnt area.

b.- n ugglgu Uperntianal oanditiona wcrt aunh thut

a. :1aﬁar:ﬁu' 1<: Four nater nuppla paints ﬂ!tﬂ nain- _
rfnntry Regiments wad the Division Artile .
lery. In addition three ahowor units nera onorntcd for the
Inrantra Regiments. . i o

_gg;neer "upplgwnnd anipment:' o1noe the Diviaion_:

?nas dotinod 28 £ (ntogory L9 unit, oll engineer items of /B
‘equipment have been colleoted and atorod in preparntion for -
_turning in nll equipnent. ' R AT _ _ '

QZBBBEIGAJFJN
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OPERATIONS IN GERMANY

111TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
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| nu.ring 'hhe :Eirst half of September __ 194'5’, tha lllth |
'Engimer Cozn'ba.’c :aattalion carried out 8 wide variety of activi...

'tiaa as coulé enly be done during peacetime;  The requonta for -

: jobs wero as nunerous as they were varied,;flndivi&uala wmth T0

‘and nore points ware transferred te unlta going to the Statea,

yand thosa men with 1ass “than 45 points were ahipped to category

::I units. At long 1ast the Bivision waa declare& a Category IT
B unit, and all men with 60 or more points wera to go hone with -

' ?the Division.*fmhls necesaitated transferring large numbars ot }

low pﬂint mcn to 0ther units; and deplefed the Battalion strength

 7_to 8 very‘low point.-

On the lSth of September, the Battalionj(minua Co “A“)
:: completed its meve from.Camp Herbert A Loree (wx 330810) to  .
':'"Backnang, Germany (WS 240400)

ffThia waa dons to allow tha
'French the uae cf Camp Toree anﬁ the trainlng ranges (w1268033).

' Upon arrival in Backnang the Battalion toek over dutles as S

' aecurity'troops from the 93r& Armd FA Battalion, which was trann—
ferred for shlpment to the United Statea' S o

i Thu Battalion did nnt maintain any checkpoats duxing tha

month of September.' Co non malntained a captura& enemy’mstermel
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dunp at Uln, Germany (VXBGOBOO), keeplng reeorda of the incoming
captured anemy‘oqulpment and guarding the area in which the
mnteriel was stored. Co "C" glso malntainad a similar dump in
Goppingen, Garmany (WX 41013%0). | ’

Co "A“ completed their work on thﬂ rifle range at
Weiszenstein, Germany (WE 645218) and moved back with the rest
of the Battalion on 27 September. So, for the first time during
the month tﬁé Battalion was all together. The entire Baitalion
was quartered in & large fﬁctory building,_qgch company having
. floo:.g”:’.'   :..

The month of September was a peric&_qf_fﬂgllos“ and "Gooé:
byes", Many;.many‘men were coming and go1ng, 80 that thera was
an almost constant stream of new faces. By the end of the ‘
month thg Béftalion strength was down almost to a bare operating
minimnm,'and with all the tools turned in, very little in the
way of engineer work could be done. Eve:ypne left in the Batta-
lion was aﬁxiously'awaiting the trip hoﬁe_and all activity and

preparation was being directed to that end.




| OPERATIONS IN. GERHANI'” ’7 
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SUBJEODY Hiatory of Orgarisation | | B

Commanding General, 3oth In:rantr:g Division. APO 35, =
U s Army

e/
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1. Herewith "Dperations in Germany), 111th Enginoor aolbat
Battalion" Iur the period of "ep+ember, 1945,

2, The following obnarvatianu were noted during operationl

oovored b} the above ramed reportl .
Be Qgerations. Puring the first half of Septtnbor, the

Dattalton occupled Camp Hoerbart A. Lorse, in the Bottiugen,
Germany eres, south of the mein Divluion area, in the French
QOccupetionrl Zone., On the 13th, 146k and 15th the Bntttlion
zoved to Backnang, Cermany and tonk over dutien as uenurit:
troops in that Breg,

b. H?p Juggli: Operational oonditlona were suoh that
there wze no map suppl)y problan, L

e, Jubter Cupplyt Four water euppl; pcihta were malne '#E
tained foT tge three gnfantr} Regiments and the Division Artile .

lery. In addition three ashower unlts were cperatod for tho
Infantr) Regimenba. .

Togineer U uppl,; ond Youipment: ainco the Division
g defined aB a Lategory IV unit, all engineer iteus of T/B
aquipuont hove beeu collected and ctored in preparation for
turning in all equipnent,

- Conmanding
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During thn tirst half of ﬁeptamber, 1945, ths lllth
'; nngtnotr Ounbut 3attalion carrlea oux s wide variet: ot cuttvt-
 ties a8 ooula anlx bc aonu Auring ptaeatilo. ‘The rtqnnltn ftr

Jobc wnrt au nusaruua a8 the) wara variad; ”InG1v1dun1n Iiih.?b

and nort pointu aera tranaferrea to unitl 5oing tu tht Btli.l;
'”and thouo ucn with 1ean thnn 45 pointu waru nh&ppo@ tt Oatogvr:
'”I nnits. At long 1aat thn pivinian wau daclar!d a ORto&vrr IV

':"funit, and all ﬂcn with &0 or more peints wnri to sn hﬁl! with

 _the Diviaion. rhis necassitataﬂ tranmferring 1&!3& nuﬁbnr! et .
'-510w puint nnn to other mnita, ana daplated thn Buttalien ltrtagth L
' to a very lvw point.,._f' ,f' . j'” }f”,”f S
.: On thc 15th of %apfambar, tho Battalion (ninuu 00 'A")
'aoap1-taa its mnve from Camp Herbert A Lorut (wx 330810) to
 Baoknang, Germany (ws 240400). This was done to allw the |
‘Prench tho uno at Oamp Loree anﬁ thn traininc rnngiu (WIQGBDBS)-
J”Upon arrival 1n aaeknang tha nattalion took OVtr aatios :s |

 'aocur1ty troopa from ths QSrﬁ Armd FA Battalion, whioh was trﬁnao
ferrea :ox uhipuant to the unitea states. 3 |

ﬁho Battalionvdid nat maintain nna oheokpoatn during thl

month of aeptembur. co e maintained a oaptnxea anons natarlcl




dump at Ulng G§rmﬂnw (WXGGOEOO)}.kﬁaping rqufﬂs of the incoming
captured éﬁeﬁj équipment and guarding ﬁhei#reg in which the
materiel was mtored. Co."C" also maintained a similar dwmp in
Goppingen, Germany (VX 410130). I

Co "A" completed their work on the rifle range at ” ,
Weiea§n=t91n, Germany (WX 645218) and mptud_baokAwith the reat
of the Battalion on 27 September, So, tq: th§ firat time during
the month the Dattalion wme all together. The entire Battalion
wes qua:tered in a large factor) building, éach adnpﬁﬁx having .
a floor. o ‘ |

The month of Yepiember was a period of "Helles" and "Good-
byes®, HMeny, many men were coming and gqing,“so that thers was
an almost constant atream of rew faoces,  33 the end of the
month the Battalion strength was down almoat to o bare operating
minimum, and with all the tools turned in, far; 1ittle in the
way of engineer norkt could ba done. Everyone laft in the Battae
1105 wag anxiously swalting the tfip home and all asctivity and

prepnr&tian was‘being directed to that end.
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MK EAN a o oasx '-_,nmrmn ammg m

Lt Col Henry B ﬂaltﬁ! _-;.'0594529 G crﬂsbstan, Cexan. Qomma
‘Capt  Peul E Johnmon 0379691 Hew lork, New York

- Capt  Milton ¥ Be:eok 01104491  Cloero, I1linois S
~Capt . Donald A Curr) 0409046 - Madison, 31snoneiné7ﬂ:-

- Capt . Oharles % Gsrdner - 01102733 _ 9 o b PR

- 18t Lt David K Craig - 0467337 :f*ﬁﬂ%
18t Lt Paul A cronne ST .01118182.-;;-3.31. iaul. llnn

1st:it iwillian G Knight _ 101061443 fﬁ;_0o1unb1u. Hianouri

_- mgmamns a; nuvzcs COMPANY G AL
capt wmcer B nmri- :-'011{34601--f.’_."‘f f.j.::xenphiu. Tenn. L
18t It Jaok E wright' ;.'--'01117345'_-’-‘i-_-'f: Miesouls, Hontans

CwWo . Stanley D cruuoh - W2124456 - Formal, Illinois
woJa .'chria_Andriakon - W2124468 :Prinueton, Indiann

goMPANY TA® e |
Capt- Robar’s n wnson - 01103011'_:-_)}-'. ._'Kollm ooloraao o
mt It steva : povak i 01016154'-_'f}f_"_;‘. ‘:Por’c clinton, Ohio'

capt ‘Rufus M Ingle 01014629  Nount Holly, N, Co

| 7,7;ff;if¢;ﬁ
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AEFEX N0 1 (Continued)
wg giks

QOMPAEY "Qn

Capt Erneat B Dahl

MEDICAL DRTACHMENT
Capt  Joae § Sugranes
Capt  Robert ¢ ieters

CHAPIA LN
Capt . Lewis ¥ Blacimer

iR e
AE B ENIKRED SERVIGE FHOM RENARKS
¢209132 ‘Burlington, N, Ce

0466564
01694284

0557633

Chigago,frllinoia
Greenville, Pa.

/
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HEADZUARTERS 111TH HULQIVEER OOMBAT mmmmr
R AFD 36 ~ U & ARMY

W T Btpttl’hr 1945

sunamé?:' attar Action Report of 1llth Enge ¢ Bn for pericd
~ 1 August 1945 t0 31 Augnst 1945 -

T . tj'cumnanlirg Ganerol, 36th Infnntrx nivisicn. A!O 36.
U s Aray  (Attm A0 of B, 0-4) |

1. Oparations for the period were as t%llowss ‘
« Completed 25 point, 300 jJurd known distance rifle !inttﬁ
for 142n8 Inf Regt ot DETTITGRN (X 270%)s ;
be Completed 50 point, 500 yard knawn distauot :1110 :Innt
for 142nd Inf Hegt et DRITINGEN (X ?70}; ‘
cs Continued work on 50 poing, 300 knowa aiitanao
rifle range for Divieion ume nesy LAUTERBERG (3
d. Condmoted oxtensive survey of DP camps im umm
erea to detorminge matorianle rneeded to winterise camps..
n0rera Q, Operntea eaptured enan} natariul ﬂnnpn at ULE and
An>p p Eﬁ‘ R .
2. Maintained nll raﬂgea at ALTES LAGER, BOTTIHGEN,
GERAAL Y, for uae by units of Divielon, .
g. Surveyed and 1laid out review £1014 at COPPINGER AINPONT
ig;xugg 28 8 Division review field. conltrunted reviewing otond,
AR
- he Buil$ new hawedall fleld with'hlauahar sents for 4000
peopla at GOPPINORM AIRFORT,
1. Continued work on 15°Kk 25’3111&0&!4 tpe n&vtolan oign
on Autohahn neay UM,

3 Dug garbage pits for Div Azty near QHURD
. » Dug garbage pits for 14ls% Iaf Regt near xnsggggnzn

(x 5281) .
i. worked on tennim opurts for ntv at ORISLINGEH,
- ®e Constracted mtage for USO ahsw in a% GOPPIRGEN
A T

ne Reoaivad and boused n 250-man German PW Laber-do with
80 Polish guarda.

0. Conducted raconnainsance of rosds and b!i&gon in
Pivision aren in connection with weekly reports on oondition,

' pe Inst-lled showers in building 8% UL for football
toams' use,

q. Hode regonnnissnnce of billsts for 155 ¥A Bn 4in BAD
KﬂEnGEﬁrﬂﬁlm. Made reconmendations to 00, 155 FA Bn on natarzala
needed to.improve condition of billets there,

T« Oparated 4 water &ietribution painta fozx troopd of
the pivision.

Be Oporatad 3 B2-haad ahower units for 141, 142, and
143 Int Ragta. _




M‘ter %ction Tlapart uf 111%h ,,,x rr o nh. 7__ uapt 45 m

1. O'Qem’siona !or “the per:lod wore as followsy (cons*d)

.~ te Designed, nrrsnged for miking of plates and r:lnﬂ.nl
of 100,000 ‘copies of a plotorisl chnbat histor) map of ﬁlo
. aotions of the 36th Division in Itnly, France, Germany and ,.
Austria, FPurnished 50,000 envelopan fer miung o! thuc upi
to !omr moaban of t:h:la mvuion. e

R Engineer Snpp).s wae eabisfmtnr:- fl’hc fouoﬂng mtiﬂl

items were sithgr rot #ﬂ‘:ﬂ!il!’ble or rere amihbla in m: nuﬂﬂ

quantitioai o

e Re Cnrlmn tetra ohlor:ldc tor ﬁre extinguishtﬂ. '
'be ‘Acetylene for welding, e 3

c. Oxsgen fur walding. S

3- ome airfioult; hrm baan axperhnccd 3.n nbtainin; mm '-
wool clothing to keep the mambem of thu Ba :ln a mn A mm




HEADLUAISAS 1110H SNGINESA r‘0fﬁﬁAT meumn
ArO 36 S Us army

S | | o 1 Rovember 1945
SUBJECTs Histary of urﬁanimltion n

TCs o Gommandxn& senexral , 36th Infantry Diviaion, AP0 36,
‘us irmy

1. Harewith ”Operationa in Germany, lllth Engineer Conbnt
Battalion", for the period of October 1945

2. The following ouservaiions weve noted during operations
covered by tha above nuied reports

a. Opar tionst During the month *hn battalion was billotad
in Backnang, Germany wlth no operational niasion other than admin-
istrative processing prior to anticipxted snipment to zone of the
interior.

b, MNap Sugglgz Operational cnnuitiona were-such that
there was no map sup_ ly provlem.

ce HAater Suppl:-s Four water 3upgly points were uaintained
for the three infaniry ze"imprt and Tivision Artillery. In adddtior
two shower units were o}crutrd for she infuantry regiments.

d., Engineer 3upply and Zaulpment: All engineer supplies
and e :ulpment with sxnsestion ol items needed in sub paragraph ©
above have been fturncd in,

HALTONM
Lt ¢#l., CE
Commandinﬂ

yiaris RO s SR



"hu month of October WAL LeJottd entirely.to administratlva
procesaing with conatant shifts 1n peraonnal neoeaaary to knlp
dbrcnt with over ohanging redeployuent adjustmenta. Early 1n $he
) month all officern with belon 75 pointa wuro tranafar.d to lower
priority units and the unit was filled to more than allowable O=
voratrongth by influx of higa point officere:jgr. -

A1l enlisted men with ASR scores of 60*64 were shippod ou¥ -
of ths division while those with ASR scorea of 70-79 lcft the
anlt for othnr units within the division. Shipuenta werc ﬁﬁhéﬂﬁlu!
to arrivo to replace thias loms 1n uarly Novambar. ' . -

' Opnration of a stencil shop and hox factory. for divinion
proceasing, waa oarrieﬁ out by the battalion. G




‘HAME
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ROSTER OF OFFICERS = 31 Ogt 1945

111TH EﬂGIREE&'CQMﬁA&'BAmmALIon

RARE ASR
Lt Col Henry E, Haltom 0394529
1t Col WVarren R, Johnson 036701}
Lt Col Jaok Mszllepell 0307319
Lt Jol 1Iimnel E. Wallaoce 0379232
Hajor Robert C., Holmes Jr 01104855
Capt Donald A. Roas 0349161
Caph Milton J, Bejeck 01104491
Capt Jehn H., Butler 011062651
Capt Donald A, Curry 0409046
Capt Paul B, Johneon 0379691
Capt Charles E, Gardner 01102733
lat L%  David X, Oraig 0467337
l1st Lt Robert E. Rapler 01110205
let L% Jaok E. Wright 0111T345
lst Lt Dale W, Ankeney 01124348
HEADJUARTERS ARD SERVICE COMPANY
Capt Walker B. Davis 01104601
1t Lt KNartiin C. Nelsen 02010593
lat Lt Horris M. Green, Jr-01106177
CwO Stanley D. Orouch W2124456
WOJ G Ohris Andriakos w2124468
QOMPANY A
Capt Robert D, Wilson 01103011
1at L% Donald S. Strohrer 01001056
et It Frank D, Furlow 01117792
1at It George F. Hair 0448447
lst Lt Walter E. Hermay 01104841
1st Lt Alan H. Johnson 01118233
st Lt Stpvp”J.-lqvnk 01016164
coMPARY 3 |
Capt Ruful M, Ingle 01014629
Capt Maurice C. Raeves 0376117
Capt Horman M. Hermelink 0456445
1st L$ Leslie A. Farfour 01594825
1st L+ Theodors Hubbard 01592288
' 0110018y

lat Lt

George M. Lang

nnmxnxn SERVICE FROM REMARKS

Urosbyton. Texas co
Colorado Springs, Oeclo
Zan Antonio, Texae
Geldsborough, R, C.
Johnson, Vi,

Spokane, Wash Ohaplain
Cacaro, Il1l 8-~ .
Grenada, Miss

Madison, Wis 3-3 .

. New YOFk. . Y, » Bx Off
Springfield, Ill S-4
Edmond, Okla ADR
Waco, Texas I ané B
Hissoula, Hont Adjutant
Lakewoud, Ohio
Homphis, !cnn
3% James, W, Y.

Ardmore, Fa Bn MY O
Normal, Ill Asss Bn M O
Bn Pers ©

Evanatilla. Ind

Holly, Colo
Syraouse, K. Y.
Baton Houge, Ia
Yorchestsr, Haaa
Verona, N. J.
Grand Forks, R, D.

'rt Q11gton,_Oh1o ,

M% Holly, K. O
Edwardspors, Ind
Great Falle, S, C.
Goldshorough, N.Q.
Kew London, Ohio .
Tonkers, K.Y



-. Ej{"‘szi l\i'} "c"

BARKE

ASﬁ

Capt ..*Erneet B Bahl 0909192-_ 2 ~Bur11ngton, Ni Cu
Capt  Donemld He Hobeok 10929213 Edwardsburg, ﬁich,
Capt Edwin €, Tiokken '044174lﬁ1g_. ~Hamlet, N. Ds: -
1st It Milton 0. Jray - 0L6ATO62 . Hew York, N, Y.

' 1s% It ¥illiam v._branqten01107370 gL_.';Yakima, Yash,
"1st Lt Pehr D, NMoller 0921?32fg!_ %Tunhriﬁge, vt.

Copt ff Geoime . . rosley 0445248 __Chicago. 11k
" Capt fJose G. aﬁ?fﬁﬂf? : 0466564 lchioaga, 111. 5




AL 1o, 2

]:Ti1 AOHJ“LTI .Hh AN.D A.‘tARDS

'_111Tﬁ CHGIITIR COMBAT BuTTALION

CCTOBLR 1252

c&o 425
QHIT OITATION in 1ho nane of tha President of the

United;3tates as pubilc evidence of deserved honor and dis-
tinotion 1thorized under tht proviaions of Gircular 333. -‘,«
War Departdent, 1943- i
¥ aly v;', ” _ . i _ !“‘
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