ARTIRS 36th INFANTRY DIVIS
APO #30, U. 8. Army

GENZK AL ORDERS
NO. 189
COLMENDATIONS FOR_EXCLPTIONALLY MFRITORIOUS GONDUCT

Under the broﬁisions of Army Regulations 600-55, each of the following
named individuals is commended for 2xceptionally meritorious conduct.

JOSEPH (NMI) TYRELL, 012989957, Second Lieutenant, lAilst Infantry Reziment,

' for exceptionally meritorious co.duct on 12 February 1944 in Italy. Ordered to
install and maintain communication lines from the rear command post to the for-
ward command post, Lieutenant Tyrell moved through intense enemy artillery
shell fire which had shattered all the wire lines to try to reestablish the
broken communications. In spite of the heavy shelling, he calmly directed his
crew in repairing the important lines and restoring communications between the
forward command post and higher headquarters. Entered the Service from
Annandale, New Jersey.

‘ THOMAS W. THOMFSON, 20803315, First Sergeant, Cannon Company, l4lst Infan-
try Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct oa 3 Fsbruary 1944 in Ita-
ly. When enemy artillery fire damaged the gasoline tanks of two 105mm self-
propelled howitzer mounts and spilled the gasoline in puddles around the wea-

} pons, the gun crews were ordered tc move to safer positions away from the
inflafrable area. After the less damaged mount had been driven to safety,
Sergeant Thomgson voluntesred to try to retrieve tha other weapon. After ad-
vancing across 1000 yards of shell torn terrain, he reached the gun position
and started the motor. Thc sputtering of the engine amd the fire from the
exhaust attracted enemy artillery and mortar fire, but he dauntlessly drove
the vehicle, ‘guided by the soldier who had accompanicd him, toward the raar
and successfully removed the invaluable gun mourt from fThe dangerous arza te.
a place of safety, Entered the Service from Paris, Texas.

RALPH J. RESTAINO, 32237054, Stuff Sarfeant, Company L, 1l43rd Infantry
Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious corduct on 19 January 1944 in Italy.
During the action on the banks of a stratezic river, Sergeant Restaino was
ordered to discover the location of enem’ gun emplacements. He fearlessly
led his squad across an uncleared min=field, preceding his men and choosing
the route of advancs. He then purposely exposed himself to the enemy observers
who opened fire on him, By making himself tte target of enemy fire, Sergeant
Restaino discovered previously concealed gurn positions., Enterad the Service
from Newark, New Jersey.

CHARLES E. RE.SE, 20807333, Sergeant (then Corporal), Headquarters Com-
pany, lst Battalion, 143rd Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious
conduct on 3 October 1943 in Italy. During a furious battle in an apple
orchard near an enemy held town, Corporal Reese volunteered t~ drive a truck
and trailer leaded with anmunition to the forward clements oi Company A whose
supply of awmunition was depleted. Skillfully manuevering his vehicle through
intense mortar and small arms fire, he successfully delivered the ammunition
and enabled the company to continue the attack and capturs. its objective.
Intered the Service from Clifton, Texas.

-1 -

. (Over)

'3




WILLIAM (NMI) HEFESE, 3&%8765, Serua.nt (thea Private First Clua), Company'
G, lilst Iafantry Rog,menc for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 14 January
-9Lh in Italy. Private First Class Reese went with his company commander to
inspect a forward outpost. ihen the enemy blasted vhe ares with artillery shell
fire and shattersd the comminication lines between the outpost and the coamand
posts, he traved fhe intense sielling four times to repair the lines. The out-
post was ordered 4o move 1000 yards forward into enemy territory, and Private’
First Class Reasn assisted his company commander in directing the movenent, at
the same time extending the wire line to the new positions. again, when the
line was broken by shall fire, he.moved across an zrea bristling with enemy
patrcls to repair the line and maintain the vital coamrunications. Intered the
Service from lierpor:, Tennessee.

FHANK 7. WOVELLI, 36050988, Technician Fifth Grads, Headquarters Company,
536%h Tank Dsstroyer Rattahon, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 18
March 1944 in Italy. Tec 5 Novelli volunteered to man a heavy machine gun
mounted on a truck during deadly bombing ard strafing attacks by enemy aircraft.
Although the planes swooped low and inflictted much.camzge ou_r.he -urea, he fear~
lessly contirmed operating his gun, urmg at aircraft that passed within rarge
throughout the entire day. .Bntered the Service from Gslveston, Texas,

OWEN B. ROBERTS, 3727686, Privatc First Class, Company I, lilst Infantry
Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious comduct on il February 1944 in Italy.
Private First Class Roberts volunteered for an imgort:ant forward outpost posit.:.on,
and, waen t.he enemy launched a fierce ccunterattdck, ne held back the essaulting '
forces in his sector vith his accurately hurled hend grenadas and his well ained
rifle fire. Withstandiing thc desperate enemy thrusts and undaudted by their
grenade assaults, he maintained his position despite the bitter cold and flurries
of snow and was successful in feiling the enemy abtempts to overrurn his pesitions
Intered the Service from Paris, Teonnessee,

BERNARDO (NMI) ROBLEDO, 38025983, Private First ..ass, Company L, L4ist
Infantry Regimeni, ror ecxcerticnally meritorious comluct ori 16 December 1943 in
Jtaly. As platoon 1inner during a furiously contest«d assnult on an encay held
village, Private Fi.st Class Robledo maintainud contact with all the squad
leaders of his pla*oon. Although the routes over which he travelled werc exposed
to cnamy artillery shelling and small arms iir«., he never faltered in carry’ng
the importart messages from tho platoon leader to the leaders of tha varmus
squads. Ent.err.d thc %ervif‘c mom Merceccs, TJ"S. :

ALTON C. JONES, 3,,7322)7, Privat= First Class, Company D, l4lst Infantry
Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 11 February 1944 in Italy.
As a member of the wire section of his company, Private First Class Jones was
ordered to maintain communications tietween the company command post and the
platoons, He assisted in laying thc wire line over snow-ccvered and muddy ter-
rain, then, heedless of the intense¢ artillery shelling and sniper fire, moved
along the length of the linz to check for breaks and make certain that it ie-
mained intact. Entered the Service from Chattanooga, Tennessce.

LEROY (NMI) RICHPER, 3082935, Private First Class, Headquarters Company,
1st Battslion, 1i1:% Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct
on 25 December 1U.7 in Italy., Private First Class Hichter was laying a commun-
ication line arounn: the basc of a mountain, stringing the wire from his jeep,
when the encay began shelling the area with artillery fire. Heedless of per-
sonal danger and aware of the negessity for completing the line, he parked his
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Jeep in a covered pesiticin and st.arted laying the wire by hand. He workad
calmly and rapidly through the intense encmy shell fire and succeeded in com-
pleting the vital communication line. Entered the service from Moultrie,
Georgia.

SAM F., POOLE, 14176920, Private, Company M, l4lst Infantry Regiment, for
exceptionally meriturious conduct from 12 to 15 February 1944 in Italy. Altrough
his feet were badly frozen from continual exposure to icy temperatures for 52
hours, Private Poole helped move his machine gun into position and put it in
action., He remained in this position, constantly threatecned by enemy artillery,
mortar and small arms fire, hclping to repel the desperate enamy counterattacks
for 72 hours., He refuscd to be cvacuated and continued performing his dutics
fearlessly ard efficiently until his entire platoon was relieved. Intered the
Service from Beaufort, South Carolina.

MILTON A. PRITT, 15116061, Private, Compauy A, 636th Tank Destroyer Battal-
ion, for exceptionally meritorious condu~t orn 16 December 1943 in Italy. When
an int ense enemy artillery bombardment shattered the communication lines betwecn
Privite Pritt's platoon and the company command post and set ablaze a large an~
muriition dump in the arca, Privatc Pritt volunteered to brave the enemy shelling
ard the hurtling fragments from exploding ammunition to repair the line. Working
with his platoon leader, he checked the line and repaired the oreaks calmly,
speedily, and skillfully, succccsfully reestablishing the vital communications.
Entered the Servicec from Charleston, West Virginia.

CHARLES J. DE FRANCESCO, 33586143, Private, Headquarters Company, lst Bat-
talion,. 141st Infantry Regiment, for e.xceptionally meritorious comduct on 23
December 1943 in Italy. Assigned to Company A as a radio operator during a night
attack on enemy positions, Private De Francesco advanced with thc company across
nuddy, mountainous terrain. Although it was his first combat experience, he
performed his duties calmly and capably in the face of intense enemy artillery
and mortar shelling and kept the vital radio communications intact throughout
the attack, Entered the Service from Philadelphi-. Penmnsylvania.

VITO A. RI220, 36661638, Private, Headquarters Company, lst Ba attalion, l4lst
Infantry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 2 -.d 22 January
1944 in Italy. Private Rizzo was crdered to place and light smoke pots along
the bank of a strategic river to screen the withdrawal of his battalioh from the
hostile bank. He remained near the river for a day and a half, contimally men-
aced by artillery an< mortar shelling and often by small arms fire, performing
his duties skillfully and fearlessly. When one of his comrades was wounded,
Private Rizzo laid the remainder of the smoke pots for the wounded soldier and
then assisted him to the aid station. Entered the Sorvice from Chicagm., Illinois,

BERNARD F. BESECKdR, 33503883, Private, Hcadquarters Company, lst Battalion,
Ulst Infuntry Regiment, for exceptionally meritorious conduct on 20 December
1943 in Ttaly. Assigned the task of laying wire from the battalion switchboard
to Company B in its attack on ecnemy positions, Private Besecker advanced with the
unit ir. the face of continuous artillery and mortar shelling and intense small
arms fire. Continually exposing himself to repair brcaks in the line, he maniged
to maintain communications with the battalion commander. By his dstermined and
skiliful performance of his dufficult task he cnabled the commander to order tha
necsgsary fire .support for the attacking unit. Ertered the Service from Waynes-
boro, Peansylvania. T ‘
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CHRIS J. COTZIAS, 36598826, Private, Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion,
141st Infantry Regiment, for excoptionally, meritorious comduct on 12 February
1944 in Italy. Charged with the responsibility of meintoining the wirc line
between the battalion commend post and Company F, Privat: Cotzias;"dcting on his

own initiative, left his place of safety during an intense cnemy artillery, mor-
tar, and ncbelwerfer barrcge and moved out Lo peépair a bredk in the communica-
tions line. Working speedily and ski})lfully, .constantly proscd to the furicus
shelling, he succeedcd in rapairing the .line in minimum time and rezstablished
the vital communications. BEntercd the Service from Detroit, Michigan.

EARL W, CRIST, JR, 33589587, Private First Class, Compiny C, lhlst.Infantry
Regiment, for exceptionally meriterious .conduct on 11 February 194 in Italy.
During a fierce enemy countcrattack, Prxvate Firest. Class Crist put his mortar
into zction on a snow covered hill .and. dcllvcred aceurate ‘fire on the assaulting
enemy trOOps, stopping tham until his. companj had prppar&d for the attack, He
remained at his position thc entire night dlsrcgardlnn the criamy artlllur and
wortar shells which exploded around him and, vhea. {ha cnemy lawhehed a second
connterattack, he neutralized two ndchlne guns and one morter w1tﬁ’hls skill-

£y dlrﬂct»d fire. BEitcred the Service.from COllLWCVLllL, Pennsylvanla

MANUEL O. ZEPEDA, 38025712, Private rlrst Claso, Compgm’ 14158“ Im.g.ntry

Regiment, for cxcnptlonﬂllg meritorious conduct from 11 %o 13 Fcbruary 1944 in
taly. Although eéxhausted from carrying his 6Omm morter up a stecp, snow covered

hill under hostile artillery ond small arms fire, Private First Class Zepeda, = -
acting on his own initiativec, puvt his weapon Into acticon and delayed a fierce
enemy counterattack until his company could get into position, Firing with dead-
ly accuraey for an entire day and night, he knocked cut two cnemy machine guns
and supported the riflemen at o1l timss. Entered the Scrvice from Harlingen,
Texas, '

OSCaR V. HERNANDEZ, 20801504, Private First (lass, Headquorters Company,
lst Battalion, l4lst Infa antry Regiment, for cexceptionally meritorious conduct on
20 February 1944 in Italy. Whilc Private First Class Hornandez was loading his
vehicle at the battalion ammunition dump, the arca was suddenly bombarded by
encmy artillery. Noticing anothcr truck in an exposcd position near a pile of
small arms ammunition which had becen sct off by shell fragments, he courageously
drove his vehicle to the hazardous spot amd calmly pullcd the disabled truck to
cover. By risking the heavy artillery fire and the exploding small arms ammuni-
tion, he saved a vchicle urgently nceded to maintain the flow of vital supplies.
Entcred the Service from San Antonio, Texas,

By command of Major General WALKER:

STEVART T. VINCENT, oo~
Colonel, General Stafl Corps urs
Chicf of Staff -~
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