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HEADQUARTERS 636th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO 758, U. S, Army

On 1 September 1944 the pursuit to
Germen 19th Army continued, Ren Co under Division controel c
1ts mission of the previous day, to recommoiter forward of the Division's
route of advence (East of the line - Bourg Besurepaire, St. Jean, and north
to phase line "A", Vienne, St. Jean Vo:l.rons. Reconnaissance Company also
having the mission of contacting the 3d Division on the right flank of the
36th Infentry Division, contact points being St. Marcellin = Voiron = and

to meintein contect with the 1434 RCT, that was moving north,

Go "A" of this Battalion attached to the 1424 RCT continued the advance '

and as of 010930 September 1944, had reached an assembly

of 042290 with no report of resistance encountered, Co " |
1433 RCT continued thelr advance against light resistance and as of 010930

September 1944 had reached their assembly area in the vicinity of 115426,

The Bn Command Post following the 36th Infantry Division main route
of advence moved forward to a new location in the vicinity of Hauterlves,

the CP olosing in the new area at 115279 at 1130 hours. Co "g" of this
Battalion was released from attachment to the 141st RCT vieinity of 112279

and moved to an area near the Battalion CP where they were to remain under
Battalion Control for necessary maintenance. |

Ren Co, who reported that they had made con
in the vipinity of Dienoz. |

At 1528 hours a messSag

ot the Reconnaissance Company
alements had contacted the 3d
one platoon of the Reconnaissance Com

noitering to the north of St, Jean with
hours the platoon leader commanding one
7533 Tank Bn which had been attached to
previous day reported to the Battalion

location of the Reconnaissance Company

ttalion at 2200 hours tl
He wes given the
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them in their recomnaissance. The Battalion CP moving forward in conjunc-
tion with the movement of the 36th Division CP closed in a new area in the
vicinity of Iuznay 035690, The movement starting at 2000 hours with the
CP closing in the new area at 2330 hours.

At 020116 September 194/ it was learned that the Division Commander
had relieved Recomnaissance Company and Company "C" of Division control and
nad attached them to the 141st RCT, The Executive Officer of Compamy nge
reported to the Battalion CP and was informed of the status of his company,
At 0150 a redio message was sent to Reconnaissance Company to report to the

CP of the 141 RCT immediately., The S=2 together with the Executive Officer of

Company "C" left the Battalion CP to visit the CP of the 141 RCT to leam
the mission assigned them by the RCT Commander.

At 0200 hours Company "C" and Recomnaissance Company were alerted for
movement to join the 141 RCT, At 0725 the S«2 returned to the CP and
stated that Reconnaissance Company was to screen the 141's movement forward
and to maintein contact with RCT 143. Co "C", who had at this time nine
M=10's operating, was to attach five of them to the 1lst Bn, 14lst Infantry,
and the remainder of them to the 2d Bn, Company "C" left their present
positions and moved forward to join the 141 RCT in their aggembly area in

the vicinity of Charvelu,

The 3d Platoon of Reconnaisaﬁnce Company reported by radio at 0925 hours
that they were in the town of Vilatte d'Anthon and had encountered no resis-

tance . .
i‘b 0941 the Compeny Commander of Company "A" yisited the Battalion CP
and gave the locations of his platoons, Eight Company "A" TD's were in

operation, having been broken down into sections of two each for road block

nissions in the vicinity of Mions, Chaponnay, and the road leading north
from Vim9¢

The Battalion Communications Officer returned to the CP after establish-

ing a relay station at St Grenay., Through this station communications were
astablished with all companies, While setiing up this station the Communi-
cations Officer reported that he had talked with two Frenchmen who had re=

turned from Lyon and reported the town clear of enemy. This infermation was
sent on to the Division G=2.
0 Km SW of Lyon).

(i
At 1545 hours the Battallon C

from their visit to the Company "A"
llBﬂ.

The S=3 called the Division G=3 at 1715 hou
on the attack planned on Lyons earlier that day.
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g r of Company "B" called the CP
radio and stated that his company had moved to the vieinity of Manicieu

ommande::" and Executive Officer retummed
positions and set out to viqit Company

rs and obtained information
The G=3 said that elements
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of the Division were reported in mm ey oo
to move across the river south of Lyon °
French forces nportaﬂ nmﬂ.ng upmhthn *
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follow.

zieux at 1215 huurs; *“'

the rou*be Nat:.on:.al
road and 'hha.t he

reached Mirivel, 2
messm frem Bsconnais;,_
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and two non=commissioned officers who would repor‘b
at 0900 hours to become & p-ar'b of one of these *m

The Battalion 3 sen‘b 1: S
the following message, _"Hava ymr | S
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Company was setting up their CP for the night. No resistance had been H
encountered during the daye

During the early momming hours of 4 September the S=3 called the
Division G=3 and received the axis of advance of the Division CP for
the following day. The G=3 stated thet the Division CP would follow the |
141 RCT with the Division expecting to establish their CP in the vicinity 4

of Macon.

' The Battalion S=3 left the CP at 0745 hours to lead the pioneer
platoon of the Reconnalssance Company to the Reconnalssance Company CP

in the vicinity of Chatillon. ' |

8Y e

Division's axis of advance had changed, due to the bridges across the
Rhone river being blown and the Division CP was moving to St. Trevier,
with subsequent movements via Mont Pont, Leuhans, to San Frangy plamne
The Battalion CP moved to St. Trevier that same afternoon and remained
tn that location for the nighte Radio commnication with the Compani
sndicated that their progress throughout the day's advance had encountered
sht resistance but they had no reports of enemy activity at that

On the morning of the 5th September the push to the north continued.
inity of Varennesi

At noon Company "A" was reported to be in the vicind
Sauveur with the 142 RCT, Company #B" in the vieinity of Ramaney with

the 143 RCT, and Company "C" in the vieinity of Les Haities with the 141
141 RCT, was reconnoiterw

Gemmain du Bois. In the

4ng to the north
afternoon the Battalion CP following the main axis

a new location in the vicinity of Frangye

one platoon of the Reconnaissance
and by rotation of platoons they
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The Command Group was alerted for mow
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had Te

the patrol met strong enemy resistance,
the pa.t-rol to withdrawe

During this period the
in Eloyes, maintained close
dispositions at all times.

secondary roeds. The Battalion Commander left the.
Pls.toon, and orient them on their new reconnaissance route.
noon it was learned that Reconnaissance Compeny would discontinue its
notorized pabrols, due to the poor road conditions, and maintein its foot




Division consolidated positions and 1ittle contact
Th
d by friendly

the enemy in the RCI sectorse.

cleared of enemy opposition and by noon had been occupie

troops, Due to the danger of infiltration by enemy troops, the 1st and 2d

Platoons of Reconnaissance Company were employed as security for the CF

of the 142 RCT, Company "A" was on a Division Reserve status in an Eloyes
1 : maintenancey Two

was reported with

. Major RICHARD
ent as Bn Executlve Officers.
the Battalion CP to take come

within the

resistance. Elements of

d the towm of Tendon ab
e alerted and atarted

in the vicinity of Tendon, At 2101 hours the Come
wA", called the GP and stated that the destroyers
142 RCT elements in Tendon were unable
song of enemy artillery shell
The Destroyers hed been
elles and FaucomplerTe

ordered to move into
for the remainder of the nighte
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arriving at its destination the platoons received heavy enemy SP, SA, and
machine gun fire, whersupon they were ordered to withdraw after a period
of time. The Company "O" Destroyers moved to an assembly area in the

vicinity of Jarmenil, -

In the evening the Company "A" Destroyers moved to defensive positions
$n the vicinity of Tendon at V213475, V227453, and V213473.

Throughout the period of 29=30 September the enemy continued to offer
strong resistance to our forces. The Battalion's elements in Docelles

were subjected to mumerous heavy enemy artillery barrages, while other
olements within the Division sector reported only intermittent shelling

in thelr areas.

"G gupported the 141 RCT's assault on Lepanges,
and assisted in securing and holding the bridge on the east side of

Lepanges at 3017304 September, The 2d platoon of Company "B" supported
the 143 RCT in its attack on Deycimont, and then occupied defensive positions

in the vicinity of the town,.

At 2111 The Battalion Commander received a call from the Division
Chief of Staff, who informed him that he was to be in command of a Block-
ing force kmown as the Purdy Block, The Block was to consist of Company
ngh = 636th TD Bn, Company "g", 753d Tank Bn, an rs
(mimus one platoon), and the 36th Reconnaissance Troope.
force was to block the west side of the Valogne River,
and keep pressure on the enemy in that sector. Contact 1
with the 45 Division on the left and the 141 RCT on the right. At the close
of this period, messages were being dispatched to unit commanders attached
to the Purdy Block, directing that they be at the Battelion's Docelles
CP at 010800 October 1944 for a conference pertaining to the Furdy Block. -

Map Reference: France, 1:100,000

Attached Annexes:
1. Copy of Unit Journal.

be
De

o
Te

GEDRGE W. DOTNS

Captain, Infantry
Unit Historian




'WeL Tk w9 E9 ~FAINqI¥ I

’ Oens lNS‘l‘R ¥
MArg FRAN(.! moo.ooo




.
e

O TRty — (il et B gt

B

VI e

e

*

i

! -
®

T s -

&3z _d.fjh_,ﬁ
T

= e I .
i THTE 4 .'.n. 3 . L
gl k " ’
e~ -
L " : »

| s
-......._1 N Lm_hr. #ﬂj.mw Ta M

.

F e
- 1
- |-—

T

il

- -

N e

!
i
1

- '1 4




62 Jackson St
Belzoni, Miss

SPARKS, OSCAR G.




. The 36th |
Jiyision )
) Archive |
A g

\ Vg f
. N L "
¥

- 4
-~ 4
‘ r
i ”

]

1

i
0

I.I :
!‘i"




_._. . | ....|. . Ty | ...,.

. . _L E._qu. - Sl

- ROV SN e

1 N T i g =

L. = __un i A s R
1 oo 0 St TSt Lo LAY
o 1..’1..._&&.!.*_’#-”%_. —
et ey -
L S Rl L

" ¥ - ] =
w.-_..,..du....u‘._..l._r
4 _,H..._l._l |

o -1

e

L
— . 1 .‘”lr..
- —. -

..:_l...,
...JI..*..
W —r -
Aok ah ;
w AR ..u.-.ﬁ...._.—_._ ity
|.._._,-”.l__.l..m__..,”“, g ..,.....1 |
5 i -, b |
S TEE AT & S aiToe
:.r-: j- _-...IL_-_ r..-_ —.I..-_.
-.-I- .I‘-gl II__-..‘.:W-nl.... _..4.__“.“..
1..7: ..-___.. vt L ‘X

oy
| L
-
"‘.q- I% -
_‘I.-. .-.. F1

l-l.l.r. ]




and 1 prime movers

ANNEX NO+e §




- =

(L )

-

il

.
> ¥
L= S =
. _ﬁ .Jrr.J ...n..h_
- !
-._ __.?...___.ul.__ |__

M

P, -

. - __ _._.. mlu: _.._.,_ l*ﬂﬂ'l
B AR 3R S

_
: _—_
]

k.

._.-_...._Hl.

T R
= .|._qh _,| _.
-.___._”._ _.r___. T
-_.ll'_.,__.._l—1.-l..

g named member
ce (Cross foi

gervi

in

... b ._,j._.._
L4 RIS i Tl =
__ - -_h _.._Ihh-.. r&% | .




- The 36th |
Division )
. Archiye |
e ™ e

N -
VN ' AR

¥ |
o -
| —
-~
r
’,

ECRET €L

’
¢
'
]
|
- -

ANNEX NO. 6 Cont'd

For the period from 1l September 1943 to 30 September 194, the following
named members of thlis organization have been awarded the Bronze Star Medal

for gallantry in action:

DECK, NORMAN H.
FULLERTON, DONALD R.
HIPSKIND, RODERICK S.
SCOPPA, HUGO (NMN)
COWAN, JOHN L.
DICKEY, H. 0. (I.0.)
HAYS, ASA L.

KOCH, HENRY A. J., JR.
RAU, ROMAN J.

SHEAR, KENNETH B.
VON SEGGERN, EMIL B.
WICKS, NORMAN L.
ANDRESEN, EDWARD W,
BORD, BENJAMIN E.
DIETRICH, JOHN W,
FRIEDMAN, HENRY A.
JARISCH, MARVIN J.
KERLEY, ROBERT L,
KUCERA , JAMES W,
MEYER, LOUIS M.
NOVELLI, FRANK J.
STEWART, EVERETT E.
BLOUNT?, C. R. (I.0.)
CARISON, EDWIN R.
CONDRA , WARREN S.

0-1822375
0-1168206
0-380858

0-1175104L
0-116825L
0-1823909
0-1288125
0-1171809
0-2055061
38050298

Tl
38050988
37147052
38038533
37285385

|
Co "gH
Med Det
Co "C™
Hqg

Ren Co
Ren Co

- Hq Co

Hq Co
Co MAM
Hq Co
Co "A™
Ren Co
Co "BH
Co nA N
Ren Co
Co upH
Ren Co
co t‘lAll
Hq Co
Ren Co
Co uBH
Co nB®
Co MAM
Co nGH
co llBIl
Co MA®m
Co MAM

Co nBH

Co "CH
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SECRET 7

ROSTER OF OFFICERS

ARM OR
- SERVICE DUTY
Hg and Com RANK
PURDY, EDWARD (NMN) 0-221572 1t Col %ﬁf
DANZI: RICHARD A. léhajor s
CAMERON, OLIN W. cagtt e
DOWNS, GEORGE W. : >
FERGUSON, JAMES R. C:gbt n
FOSTER, DAVID A. G ‘ s
WHITE, ROY D. Gapt. i
GRAHAM, ROBERT E. st 1t FA
HAUCK, HENRY G. 1o 1t A
STOFFEL, ROBERT gf{ A 1:1; Lt s
VEEVERS, FREDERL k 15 1t "
2d Lt FA
WOJG
WOJG
Capt
- Inf
135'; Lt Inf
1st Lt Tnf
1st Lt A
2d Lt FA
24 Lt Inf
1st Lt FA
1st 1t Tnf
lst Lt FA
24 Lt FA .
2d Lt FA 5
LENN Capt FA
ELMER J. r
GongRé“ oy it ek . %
RECTOR, ELMO V. 01307167  1st It I
SPARKS, OSCAR G. 0— 2055067 >

ANNEX NO. 7
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