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I. POSl'HUiviOUS AWARD OF SILVER STAR. Under the provisions of Army .RE?gula tiC/ns 
600-45, a Silver Star is posthumously awarded to each o.f the fo].lowiQg pame_q 
individuals for gallantry in action:. 

THOMAS B. GAUrIE,R, JR,, 046llll, Captain, 111th Engineer Combat Batt_c!,lion, 
for gallantry in action on 7 December 1944 in France. )•!hen the bridge span~g 
a creek was demolished, Captain Gautier was assigned the mission of sele_c:~ing 
a new site for a ·vehicle bridge to be erected over the creek. Giv~~ - ~~~ ct:_,.,oice 
of making •the ·reconnaissance by plane or by vehicle, he decided to tra:'{el by ve­
hicle because, although it was more hazardous, he could obtain more de.tailed 
and accurate information by this means. Upon nearing the creek bank, ~ dis­
JOOurited and started across · an open field toward the . sit.e of the blown. bri.tjg_e • . 
Awaro that that the terrain rn.ight be mined, he unselfishly refused to let.hi~ ­
two nwn accompany him to the creek. As he reached_, the bank, he stepped on ~ 
hidden anti-personnel mine. Instantly cognizant of the danger, he crouched . 
close to the ground as the mine exploded. Captain Gautier was mortally v.ounded 
b .y the explosion of the mine. His heroic sacrifice inspired his men to comple"e 
the mission and obtain the vital information. Next of kin: Mrs. Carrie P. 
Gautier (Mother), 135-A Broad Street, Charlestown, South Carolina. 

LESLIE A. WOLFF, 20803605, First Sergeant, Company L, 141st Infantry Regi­
ment, for gallantry in action on 28 August 1944 in France. Sergeant Wolff was 
advancing with the assault platoon of his compa'ny during an attack against an 
iraportant enemy-stronghold wh0n the offic~r leading the 2d Platoon was wounded 
by the hostile fire. Sergeant Wolff :i.Jrunediately asswncd command of the pl.atopn. 
As he approached the town, he was seriously -wounded in the leg. Mastering the 
intensa pain of his injury, he continued to press forward at the head of the 
plat~on, l<)ading his men toward their objective. Upon reaching the edge of 
town, he was confronted by a high stone wall. As he rounded a corner of the 
wall~· he encountered· a group of 0ight enemy soldiers. Moving with lightning 
sv1if'tne·ss, ·he hurled a hand grenade into their midst, wounding . sever~l of the 
enomy- and forcing thE: remainder to take covar. He immediately became t,he tar­
get for heavy fire and was mortally wounded by a burst from a hostile machine · 
gun. His heroic sacrifice saved his men from being ambushad by the hostile · 
forcu. Next of kin: Jlllr. Alious Wolff (Father), liiioulton~ Texas. 

JJuviE.S C. JONOSHA, 13073016, Technical Sergeant, Company G, 1.43d Infantry 
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 22 November 1944 in France. During an 
attack against well-defended enemy posit.ions, SE:rg-.;ant Jonosha, platoon sergeant 
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of the weapons platoon of Company G, advanc~d with the leading rifle platoon in 
0rd~r to locate positions for his machine gui;is. 1\_ large hostile force launched 
a violent counterattack with concentrated mortar, machine gWl and rifle fire in 
az:i effort to drive the company back. Valiantly exposing himself to the hostile 
fire, Sergeant Jonosha raised himself on his hands in order to direct .ao.curate 
~rtar f~re on the charging -enemy, successfully delaT-1:ng._the . a~tackG,I"s •. Jwaliz­
ing the l.mpoJ:'.tance of. .bringing his machine guns forward, he · left ti1s pasitio11,. : 
ran back to his iriachine gun .section and, facing di.ract ·small arms fi1re·, le·d it 
into position beyond the most advanced rifle dements. Th.roughout the engage­
ment, he conducted himself W;ith · outstanding courage and aggressiveness, . sKill­
fully diNcting his mortars and machine glihs'' in repelling a s~cond hostilo:: as- · ,, 
sault. When the enemy troops approached rris·• t,osition during a third count er­
attack, he opened fire with• his car,binc , · killing two of the hostile soldiers. 
PJhile crawling from his machine ·gun positions to his mortar observation post, 
Se r geant Jonosha was killed by a sniper I s bullet. Next of kin: Mr. Jacob C. 
Jonosha (F1;,ther), Poplar Street, Westernport, Mary~d. 

OV\1!,N F. ZIMME.RMAN, -37163656, Staff Sergeant, Company A, 6.36tn Tank Del?t~y~r ·: 
Battalion, for gallantry in action on 30 November 1944 in France. ,'.#bile ~t,.tempt­
ing to remove a mine d enemy road block of felled tree s, an office r Qf Compa-py. A, 
636th Tank Destroyer Battalion, .. and one of his men wer e seriously wo.Wlded b~-­
mortar fragments. Fully aware :of thd ·dangers involvt'! d, Sergeant Zimmerman, act­
ing on his own initiative , courageously l ed a tank to the road. block to reinpye 
tho r emaining five trtl'3$. · The area was subjected to hGavy artillery, roortar and 
sniper fire, Rdalizing the urgency of clearing the strat egically. important road, 
hu pr e ssed dauntlessly forward on foot, guiding the tank into positions. ~~ ,he • 
approached the first felled tree, Sarge~nt Zimmerman stepped on a .hid4en mine 
and was mortally wounded by . the explosion. Next 'of kin : Mr. FranK L. Zimu1e nn1r-n 
(Father), 1617 Princdton Street, . St.• Louis Park, ~inneapolis, ~innesota. 

TRl.Il.1IAN L. K.ILLINGSV,0RTH, ·375.01740, Private First Cla ss, Company G, 142d In-: 
fantry Regime.mt, for gallantry:. in action on 13 Ds:c0mbc'r · 1944 in France . A 
patrol from Company G was assigned the mission of clearing a group of houstis .. · 
which were being used .by the enemy as obs&rvation posts, As the patrol moved ·r • 
up a l evel, exposed road, . it was suddenly subjcJ cted to heavy machine pistol fir e 
directed from hostile positions in the housds. While t heir_: .companions s~:>Ught 
cover, Private First . Class ~illingsworth and a comrade, automatic riflemen sup.,- -;•·· 
port ing the patrol, .moye4 aggressively forward in tho ~ac~ of the enumy fire and,· 
putting their weapon into a ction, forc ed the hostile group to surrE:nder • . As the 
patrol continuad. fo.'rwar.d along the roo:d to clclar nearby .:memy vantage points, a 
large hostile forc'c opened fire with machine guns and rifle s. Acting entirely 
on their own initiative , Priva t e First Class tillingsworth. and his comrade -~wift-. 
ly movad to the center of the road and, ·standing ·directly in the enemy's line of 
f ire , deliver ed effectivcl bursts of automatic rifl8 '!ire into the well-conctJaled 
positions. Contemptuous of personal safety, they attr~ct ed the hostile fire to 
themselves, enabling their companions to se ek place s o.f yovc r. Tha patrol mem- • 
bers r eache d advantageous firing p0 sitions from which they rout ed the . hostile 
force , but Private First Cla ss Killingsworth was mortal l y wounded by the small 
a r ms f ircl , Next of kin: Mr. Leonard G. Killingsworth (Father), Route #1, south, 
Gr eenfield, Missouri. 
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HARK STONE, 35432763, Private, Medical Detach1nent, 143d Infantry Regiment, 
for gallantry in action on 22 November 1944 in France. ~!hen Company G attacked 
hostile positions on a barren hillside, the enemy, firing from a wooded sector 
on the crest of the hill, inflicted heavy casualties with machine guns and ar­
tillery. Private Stone, an a id man, courageously move d about the exposed ter­
rain, calmly administering emergency treatment to the members of his platoon. 
Crawling under direct small arms fire to reach tne injured soldiers, he worKed 
tirele ssly in caring for the· niany casualties. When the company attacked its 
second objective, all the other aid men were wounded, a nd Private Stone assumed 
the responsibility for treating all the casualties of Company G. although he 
wa s subjected to direct sniper ,f,:ire, he nevh. faltered in performing his import­
ant duties. Hearing a cry for aid from his wounded platoon sergeant, he worked 
his ,vay forward through heavy small arms fire and began administering first aid. 
•.'!hile treating the wounds of his injured comrade, he 'Was killed by a sniper's 
bullet. His heroic sacrifice was a source of inspiration to all who witnessed 
his de ed. Next of kin : lli1r. William Stone (Father), Route fl, Louisa, Kentucky. 

II. AWARD OF SILVER STAR, llliISSINC; IN ACTION. Under the provisions of .11.rmy 
Regulations 600-45, a Silver star is awarded to the following named individual, 
missing in action, for gallantry: 

HILBURN a~NCH, 34833437, Private, Company G, 142d Infantry Regiment, for 
gallantry in action on-13 . December 1944 in France. A patrol from Company G was 
assi6ned the mission of · clearing a group of houses which i,,e re being used by the 
enemy as observation posts. As the patrol 1uoved up a l evel) exposed road, it 
was suddenly subjected to heavy machine pistol fire directed from hostile posi-
tions in the houses. While their companions sought cover, Private Bunch and a 
comrade , automatic riflemen supporting the patrol, moved aggressively forward in 
the face of the enemy fire and, putting their w1::apon into action, forced the 
hostile ·group to surrender. As· the patrol continued fol'\;ard along the road to 
clear nearby enemy vantage· points·, : a large hostile force opened fire with machine 
gu.ns and rifle s. Acting -,ntirely on their own initiative, Private Bunch and·. his. 
comrade swiftly' moved ·to the center of the road and, standing· directly in the 
enemy 1 s line of fire, ·deliver ed effective bursts of automatic riflt:: fir-, into 
the vrnll-concealed positions. Contemptuous of persona l safety, they attracted 
the hosti],e fire to themselves, enabling their companions to seek places of 
cover. The patrol members r eached advantageous firing positions from which th-,y 
routed the hostile force , but Private Bunch was seriously wounded by tht:: small 
arms fire and wa s r eported missing in action from this engagement. Next of kin: 
firs. Catherine H. Bunch : (Mother), Route #2, Ranger, Georgia. 

'.'t 

III. AWARD OF SILVER STAR. Unde r the ·provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, 
a Silver Star is awarded to each of the following named individuals for gallantry 
in action: 

D. C. BYERS, 01692574, Second Lieutenant (then Technical Sergeant), '141st 
Infa ntry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 6 Octobe r 1944 in France. Ser~ 
geant Byers volunteere d to lead a .four-man reconnaissance patro.J,. into hostile · 
territory to determine the ~neray's strength and disposition. He directed ,nis . 
me n towara the hostile defense s, leading them across exposed terrain, through 
mine fields and past numerous en:e.ny outposts and machine gun positions. From a 
vant ~ge point within the hostile lines, h-, carefully observed enemy strong 
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points, machine gun positions a nd mortar ernplacemt:nts, accurately,.mark.ing them 
on his aerial photograph and map. After completing his assignment, '. he had · • 
started leading his patrol back toward his unit when he spotted: a well•coneealed 
ene1i1y observation post which could be recognizt::d only f rom the rear. .11.ware t.hat 
this µosition presented a serious threat to the safety of the friendly troops, 
he crept cautiously forward with his sub-machine gun and, ·crouching only a · few · · 
f eet f rom the entrance to the hostile dug-out; · commanded the hos.tile soldiers 
to surrender. As they reached for their weapons, Se rgeant Byers swiftly opened 
fire with his sub-machine gun, mortally wounding two of the soldiers a.nd captur­
ing the third. Then, moving through direct small arms f i re, he· led his men bacK 
t o the safety of the friendl:)r lines. He iuunediately made his way to the artil­
l e ry and mortar observation post and helped direct accura·t:. e shellfire on the. 
hostile positions which he had observed. Entered· the ·Service from Chickamauga, 
Georgia. 

WILLIS G. YARBROUGH, 34827957, Private First Class, Company K, 143d Infantry 
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 7 October 1944 in France. As Company K · • · 
approached a clearing near the f oot of a wooded hill, t he enemy opened fire ·with 
artille ry:, mortars and small a:rms·. Heavy machine · gun ·fire directed, from a near­
by house threatened to .inflict numerous casualties on the unit. Private First 
Class Yarbrough; a f.irst scout, was guiding his squad ·down a draw toward the 
clearing. Instantly cognizant of the critical situation, he f earlessly dashed 
f rom the cover of the woods across a: str.etch of open, fire -swept terrain to a 
fighting hole near the enemy- held house. He sKillfully hurled three hand gren­
ade s in rapid succ e ssion through a window. hlthough he be crune the target for · 
gr e nad.0 fire from the house, he charged the building :, k icked the door open and · 
spr a yed the room with rapid bursts from his light machi ne gun, killing two. of 
the startled soldiers. Swiftly r e loading., he killed t wo Hore of the enemy as 
they attempted to e scape. Afte r clearing tht:i rest of the house, he r eturned to 
his s quad. By his quicK-thinking and aggressiveness, Private First Class ·Yar­
brough smashea ?-n erieiny' strong JJOirit single-hande dly, Enter ed th<:; Servic.e· :•from 
Slocomb, Alabama. 

By command of Jli1ajor General DAfiLQUIST: 

OFFIC~ ;7,;3/, /4,/ 
~NT JV! , .LOCKHARl' 

iviajor, Adjutant General's Depart ment. 
Asst Adjutant General 
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JOHN. J. ALBRIGHT 
Colonel, Gemral Staff Corps 

Chief of Staff 
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