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SECTION 1 -VPOSTHUAOUSkKﬁ3RD OF SILVER STaR

4

Under the provisions of army Hegulations 60C—i5, a Silver dtar is posthunously

"awerded the £6ilowing named individuals: . .
-

RICHARD C. DeCHREME, 77577249, Private, Company E, 1453d 1lnfantry kegiment,
for gallantry in action on 22 January 1944 in the vicinity of ¥k, Teeby. Private
DeChene was serving as an amawnition carrier for a light machine gur squad it '
Com.any E, which had the mission ef croessing the % River ard attacking heavily
defended enemy positions, Under sover -ef darinc e the company cressed the swift -
and treacherous stream and advanced under devastating machine gun, mortar and ‘
artillery fire, His squad then concentrated a large volume of fire into eneny ,
~ positions until their amamunitien was exhausted, Private Defhene reburned across
the area covered by withering enemy fire to the Tiver bank wilere he secured the
needed ammunition. FReturning, he found nis squad leader and gunner wounded by
shell fragments. Taking command of the group, he reorganized and placeéd the gun
again-inio action and déspite the fact tnat the enemy had located his prsition und
were firing upen him, he successfully released deadly and effective fire intn the:
cnemy stromghold, inflicting heavy casualtics. He continued this ¢alm display o
determination until he was fatally wounded, His outstanding leadership under fire,*
courage and devotien tv, duty was an inspiration tc all vho witnessed his deeds. =
Mext or kin: Lirs. Agnes Jo DeChene (wother), 5342 3sth Street, sinneapolis, ’
Hinnesota. . ' '

%ILLIS G. BLLL; 56247870, Private, Company B, 1llta Engineer lombat Battalion,
for gallantry in acticn on 5 December 1943 on .dount e Siaders private Bell, a
member of an advance jroup laying tracer tape for a pack trail necessary to. iw
supplies to embattled infantry treops, was confronted with two miles of torturcis
open terreir under coatinuous intense enemy artillery, mortar and small arms firs.
viaich had caused ether eperations to stop.  With outstanding courage he skillfully
worked his way forward through the concentrated enemy barrage, contiming nis il s
sion despite the extremely hazardous risk ana carefully placing the tape over the
_ast available routi, 8o effectively did he acctmplish his ni sion that rations
wore carried that night over the trail which his agoressiveness and staunch P
mination nad .ade possible. Subsequently he was killed in action with ths enemye.
N-ext of kins Mrs ilargarst we Campbell (déphe:), Campballsport, Wisconsin,
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Regiment,, for gallantry in action on 12 February 1944 on %, Italge Company
after first receiving an 1ntense sneiy artillery and mortar baf?agg, was subj pad
to a strong enemy attack. ioving forward to engage the enemy, Prlng’° First C.
Stanich srcountered an enemy machine gun position’which he could not™reach h with
hand grenades. Perceiving the hazard it presented to his unit, he mads‘.1~ way
back to secure a rifle grenade launcher and ammunition. Upon his own init'he tive
he skillfully worked his way forward in Lhe face of intense enemy small arms JIT&
to a more advantageous point and fired two rounds into the enemy emplauemwnt, colli=
pletely destroying it., His aggressive determination and devotion’to duty xitdridl
aided his organization in successfully repelling this deteriined enemy counter-
attack. Lntered the Service from Chrisholm, wississippi.

ROBERT B. HUGHES, 35277276, Private First Class, Company H, li«d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in acf:ion on 9 February 1944, in the vicinity of k¢,
JGm8Y¥. Private First Class Hughes was assigned the mission of laying a wixe line
from a mortar to tne observation post in conjunction with the advance of ritle
units in their assault on the eneay occuplea Hill ¢, He advinced with his pla-
toon, following the leading elewents, under intense hostlle iire from the right
flank. Vhen a rifleman of Campany L was wounded by sniper fire, Private First
Class Hughes exposed himself and with unerring accuracy, shot and xilled tlie enemy
sniper and at the same time caused two other snipers to flee for safety., He then'
continues on his initial assignment. His outstanuing calmness and courageous =
1n1t1atﬁve were an inspiration to all who witnessed his deed, Lntered thé Service
from Columbus, Ohio. ’

FREDERICK A. RAKERS, 36236404, Private First Class,
Company M, l42d Infantry Regimelt,

Lntered the Service frmm Perterfield, Wisconsin.

JOHN F. BRICK, 33420398, Private,

Compary i, 142d Infantry Regiment,

kntesred the Service from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.'

For gallantry in action on 2 February 1944 in the vicinity of i hedg

The %d Battalion was halted during its advanse on W by intense enemy automatic
weayons, fire. As assistant machit. gunners, these two men were ordered to assist
ir mounting a heavy machine gun in an e{fort to neutralize the enemy {ire, which
was inflicting heavy casualties in the 3d Batctalion sector, Mounting the gun in
a position devoid of cever but affording the most advantageous field of tire, they
dauntlessly delivered fire on the enemy positions anc neutralized several machine
guns, giving the rifle companies an opportunity to maneuver. They continued to
fire with devastating accuracy, although under constant eneumy small arms and mortar
fire, until a direct hit by a nortar shell destroyed their gun and seriously WOundec f
them, Their gallant action reflects great credit upon thenselves and the armed
Forces of the United States.

WILLIAM P. ALSVOKTH, 38036584, Frivate -First Class, Company F, 1l42d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 12 February 1944 in the v1c1n1tv of W,
Itedy, During the attack on Hill #*#¢, Company F becamg subjected to wltherlng
enemy rifle and sniachine gun. fire, killlng Private First Class hlsworth's ‘
platoon leader. Cognizant of the seriousness of this situation, Private First
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Class Alsworth, on his own inibiutive and without orders, immediately assumed
nommand of the platoon, He sikilliully deployed his group and directed the {ire
of his men on the snemy emplacemsnts. Aalthough exposed to intense enemy fire,
with utter disregard for his own safety, he continually moved about his pleteon's
positions, controlling and directing the fire in such an outstanding manner that
the enemy #as forced to withdraw several machine gun positions, allowing the
rompany to complete its sssigned mission. During this action, he was wounded,

but refuscd to be evacuated. This display of splendid leadersnip and outstanding
devotion to duty, despite a painful wound, was an inspiration to every aember of
his platoon and was instrumental in the successtul occupation of the company- s
objective. Lntered the Service from Breckinridge, Texas.

OKEY L. EDGE, 39026608, Private, Company h, 1lllth Zngineer Combat Battalion,
for gallantry in action on 27 January 1944 in the viciniby of ##4, «pewtpys Private
fdge accompanied his squad on a mission of preparing a gap in &n anti-personnel
mine field from a highway to the hanis of the % river., When the squad reached a
point in the mine ficld about 200 yards from the river, a mine exploded, seriously
vounding one man and revealing the ppsition of the group to an encay wachine gun
nest on the opposite bank. Despite th® intense machine gun fire that was im= *
mediately directed upon him, Private Ldge remained with the wounded soldier, ren=
dering first aid treatment and assisting in carrying nim from the arca under fire.
As the squad withdrew, another wine exploded, xilling the previously wounded man
and wounding four additional soldiwrs, inocluding Private adge, albhougn suffer- .
ing intensely from face wounds, Private Ldge sulilessly continued i1endering assis-
tance bo his comrades, and under continuing intense fire, assisted in their re-
moval to a place of safety. wntered the Service from San Fancisco, California.

WILLIAX J. PIERCE,’ 37401427, Frivate, Company 3, 142d Infantry Regiment, for
gallantry in action on 12 Fobruary 1944 on 4, .Lee®®s During a deterudined enemy
attack on the lst Battalion, Private Piercc was on an outpost position in advance
of his squad. ks bthe vnemy moved two mashine guns forward to a position from
which they could fire upor. the untire platoon, Privatu Pisreu leapud out oi his
shulter in order to bring more effuctive [ire upon the cenemy, and succeeded in :
killing one of the cnemy gunners with his rifle, while anothur member of his squad’
disposed of the romaining gunner, Jn the meantine, enemy riflemen had infiltrated
to within close rangs, and although oxposed to the intunse vnemy small ams fire,
Private Piorce remaincd in this hazardous position and with unerring accuracy, .
killed four moru of the onrushing attackers. ontered the Service from St. Louis,”
Missouri, ‘ o

CHESTER C., VAN DF VELIE, 36319297, Twuchnician kifth Grade, Headquarters
Company, 143d Infantry heginent, for gallartry in action on 1l Seéptimber 1943
on #%%, Jpmiwprs Vith comaunications knocked out and enemy tanks threatening to
broak through the defensive position ozcupied by his umit, Technician Fifth Grade
Van De Velde volunteered to carry a message for help to tank destroyer units
over & mile away. His route lay over difficult terrain swept by intcnse fire
and throlugh b line of-formidable .enemy tanks. He had raced about. a mile over
bhe winding, uxposed treil when an vnemy tank crew spotted him and attupted to
intercept him with maghine gun fire, bluding thuse perils, he accomplistied his
self-assigned mission and brought the needed help that maberially, assisted in
smashing the entmy attack. LEntered the Service frow Princetun, Illinois. o

»

- 4 N
. r



SECTION III — POSTHUKOUS AVAKD OF OAK LEAF CLUSTER

Under the provisions of Army Regulations 300-45, and Oak leaf viuster in
1icu of the Second Silver Star, is posthumously awarued the ‘i'si,low'xng nane:d
iadividuals ‘

GENE L. ¥JLSON, 01208572, Sceond Licuter.at, 142d Infantry Regiment, for
gallantry in wetion on 13-14 Decaroer 1943 on ¥, whisideie Pressing an attack
zgainst sbtrongly held enemy positions, lieutenant ijilson skillfvlly led his ccuw~
pany over the tortuous terruin and through an intense concentration of artillery,
mortar and small ams fire. When he made contact with the main body of the enciay,
his leading platcon was pinned down by heavy machine gun fire al, close range.
With outstanding courage he fearles:ly moved amonz his aen encouraging them and
consolia_ving his forces for a daring assaul’ against ti.e enemy position., In=-
spiring his men by his leadership and his cool determinstion in the face of the
sweeping enemy fire, he drove forward at the head of a sidden fierce attack which
hurled the eremy from its pocitior ari forced its withdrawal. Viile so bravely
serving, Lieutenant Wilson was fatally wounded., Next of kin: Mrs, Eva Wiilson
(Wife), 34 G Street, Salt lake City, Utah.

By command of Major General VLKLR:
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