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AWARD OF SILVER STAR 

18 February 1945 

Under the provisions of Anny Regulations 600-45, a Silver star is awarded to 
each of the fo llowing named individuals for gall.antry in action: 

TH0~,;.1:1.S A . RO CHE, 01310763, First Lieutenant, 143d Iniantry Regiment, for 
gallantry in a ction on 8 and 9 December 1944 in France. During an attacK against 
an L1portant enemy· stronghold , Company A' suffered heavy casualties and its com­
manding officer was evacuated, LJ_eutenant Roche, 1st Battalion S-3, ilJinediately 
as sumed co,;h,tand and l ed the company forward in the attack. Braving incessant 
ar'cillery , mortar and small a rms fire , he i;;killfully 1.,ianeuvered the unit into a 
-c,e;nporary defensive position a nd, moving forward alone, }.ocated an enemy tank 
which was fi ring on his troops from an open f ield. He adjusted accurate mortar 
fire on the tank, scoring two hits and forcing it to withdraw. On the following 
mo r ning Lieute nant Roche led the company, seriously depleted by casualties, in 
continuing the attack. Driving forward in the face oi determined enemy resist­
ance,' he directed his men in eliminating nwnerous hostile strong points and in 
attaining the company's objective on the outsKirts of town. Entered the Service 
from Bridgeport, Connecticut. • 

B~Ri~A.RD LIEB, 01184254, Second Lieutenant, 131st Field Artillery Battalion, 
fo r gallantry in action on 21 November 1944 'in France. Lieutenant Lieb was as­
si gned a s artillery forward observer with Company .i.., lUst. Infantry Regiment, 
cLring an attack against stubbornly defended enemy positions on high ground. 
Courageously braving heavy artillery, machine gun and sniper fire, he observed 
the hostile positions and adjusted effective artillery concentrations in support 
of the infantry attack. As Company A advanc~d toward its objective, the enemy 
began sweeping the area _ with rapid bursts of machine gun f ire, Instantly cog­
nizant of ~he serious threat to the success of the assault , Lieutenant Lieb again 
exposed himself in order to direct artillery fire on the hostile weapon. Althougp. 
severely wounded by a machine gun bullet, he valiantly mastered the intense pain 
oi his injury and, displaying outstanding ·qetermination and devotion to dutt, 
continued firing his mission until the enemy gun was destroyed, By his SKill and 
daring , . he enabled Company ,,_ to attain it·s objective without suffering a single 
casualty. Entered the Service lrom Newark, New Jersey. 

T/;,.LTLR R. GONZALES, 21J801389, Technical Sergeant, Headquarters Company, 1st 
Battalion,. 141st Infantry Reg:iJnent, for gallantry in action on 11 June 1944 in 
Itv.ly . During a savage enemy attack, the 1st Battalion positions were subjected 
to l1eavy small arms, artillery a nd mortar fire, and two riflemen were serio11sly 
wounoed . A nearby trucK, loaded with ammunition, received a direct hit and burst 
into flame s. Ignoring the dang0rs from the ho stile fire and the alllmunition ex­
j)loding on the blazing truck, Sergeant Gonzales volunt eered to rescue the two 
men , Cr c;eping and crawling under the incessant shellfire, he reached tne nearer 
-aol<lier and carried h~n to a place of_civ:r· Then, again braving the hurtling 
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she½, fra~ments and sma.li anns fire, he worked his way t o the ~-~~o~d casualty and 
ca rrie d h:un to safety. After saving the two soldiers f rom -almost certain death, 
Se r geant Gonzales , although urrt.rained in firing the mortar, acted as observer and 
H~. 2 man in a u1ortar squad. vforking in the face of :1eaVJr enemy fir~, he directed 
~ 1. f ective mortar shelling on, the hostile attackers, ·contrj_buting .mat_erially to 
t.hc. repulse of the assault. :J.:ntered the Service fro111 sa.n- r1.ntonio, T~:r-a,s. 

J.ull.S L. TANNER, 19048779, staff Se~geant, Company All;' 141st Infaptry Regiment; 
for gallantry in action on 26 August 1944 in France. Sergeant Tanner, forward ob­
se rve r for his mortar platoon, established his observation post on the exposed 
ris ht flank of the battalion, bnemy troops, ·in 'danger of being trap~d by the 
friendly forces, launche'd a series of savage counterattacks against the battalion 
pa)sitions. Courageously exposing himself to small arms and artillery fire, Ser­
['.;ea.n:t Tanner adjusted effective artillery and mortar shelling on the hostile 
e:i:.ta:c:,ers, st.;ccessfully repelling the assault in his sector, He then moved under 
direct sniper fire to the battalion's :i,eft flank and e stablished a new observation 
post. From his exposed position, he directed accurate shellfire on the enemy,. 
contributing materially to the repulse of another attack. When his radio failed 
to :function and hostile shelling shattered his wire line , Sergeant Tanner crawled 
fro1:1 his observation post and , in the face of heavy f ire s rei:;aired the line and 
r eosta bl:i,$hed corrununica.tions. B;ir his skill and determination, he inflicted 
nwnerous ·casualties on the enem3r1 and was largely responsible for the repulse of 
a series of hostile assaults. Entered the Service f rom Maywood, California. 

RICHJ>RD H. v:nwCE, 12082132, Staif Sergeant, Company iltl, 141st Infantry 
R0gi ment, for gallantry in action on 2 October 1944 in France. As forward ob­
se rver f or his morta r platoon, Sergeant ,liallac e was assigned the mission of es­
t abl i shing an observation po st \dth a forward rifle company. Upon reaching tne 
desiGnated position, he discover ed that his observation ,ias limited. Acting 
,mtirel y on his ov. n initiati V8 , he crawie ct f orward to within 50 yards of tne 
enem;<,r positions an d r eacheci a spot on the forwaro slope oi a hill which was ex­
pused to direct sma .Ll a rms f ire . Still not satisfied , he cliJnbed a t ree and, 
~froi,1 ttlis vantage point, a d j ust ed effective "1ortar f ire on t he hostile force. 
Several tiines his communication line was shattered b;ir the enemy shelling, and 
ea.ch t ime he braved heavy smal l a r ms a na a rtil l ery fire to r epair the line. ,ihen 
e,he enemy launched a savage co unt erattac,,, the sit uat i on beca.ine .. so critical that 
3e1';seant ~'/al.lace opened fire 1,;i t h his sub-machine g un, inf licting numerous casu­
a l t i e s on the hostil e t roops. ,,. s the enemy approached the f riendly lines, he 
cour ageo usly adjusted morta r f ire to within 40 yarus of h is own position, thereby 
delaying the attac Kers a t t he risK of )1is own life. 11. s a r e sult of his quicK­
·ch i nki ng , coura6e ana sK ill, he ,;as largely responsibl e fo r the repulse of a de­
ter ,tined assault. 1nt e r ed the Se rvice from Viat ertown , New York. 

·1,TILLiru.1 B, TUli.NLR, 36761551, Staf f Sergeant, Company F, 141st Infantry Regi­
ment , fo r gall antry in action on 24 October 1944 in France , Sergeant Turner was 
a ssigned the mission of l eadi ng a combat patrol to a scert ain e nemy positions and 
strength, He l ed his me n aggr essive l y forward and was moving through hostile 
terr itor y when the enemy suddenly opened fire with t hr ee machine guns an d several 
rnaci1ine ni st ol s . SWift l y deploy-lng his men and direct ing them to a place of 
c over , h~ l ocat ed one of the gun empl a cements 50 yards t o h is f ront. Crawling 
f oniar d alone under t he i ncessant small arms fire , he r eachea a spot "Within 10 
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yards of the machine gun nest a nd ordered the three crew members to surrender, 
The hostile soldiers swung their gun around, but, before they could open fire, 
Se r gaant Turner killed all three with accurate bursts of fire from his sub­
machine gun. He then signalled his patrol to join him a.nd continued on his 
mission. His determination and daring enabled the remai.i1der of his company to 
a dvance and secure its objective. Lntered the Service from Lasalle, Illinois. 

HLNRY A. HERA, 33609908, Staff sergeant, Company I, 141st Infantry Regiment, 
f or gallantry in action on 16 December 1944 in France. ffnen Company I launched 
an a ssault against a strategically important hill recently lost to an enemy 
counterattacK, the attackers were almost iiumediately subjected to heavy machine 
gun, rifle and mortar fire which temporarily delayed their advance. Aware of 
tho importance of capturing the hill, Sergeant rlera, platoon sergeant of the base 
platoon, valia ntly led his men directly into the face of the hostile fire. Al­
t i1ough he co uld locate the enemy only by the sound of firing, he presstld daunt­
l essly I'orward and directed his men in overrunning two r,ia.chine gun positions and 
killing the gun crews. The platoon suffered heavy ca sualties, but sergeant Hera 
st ill led his men forward , killin6 and wounding a large number of enellly riflemen 
and s ecuring his objective on the hill, Largely as a r e sult of his aggressive 
l eadership and personal courage , an important hill was r etaken by t]ie friendly 
t roops. Lntered the Service from Plymouth, Pennsylvania. 

G.:::0RGE. s. CRUruB, JR., 33610547, Sergeant, Company :i.:; , 143d Infantry Regiment, 
for . gallantry in a ction on 13 September 1944 in France. advancing across an open 
ti.G l d , Company L ,aoved forward behind its supporting t anks in an attacK against 
0. weU-defonded enemy town. Rapid bursts of machine gun fire pinned the assault 
pl at oon to thtl ground a s it 2,pproached the edge of town. Leaving the protection 
oi the t ank ,vhich he had followed, Sergeant Crumb dodged f rom doorway to doorway 
and , by crawling and creeping under direct enemy obse rvation and htlavy small arms 
i'ire , outf'lanhed the machine gun position. He crept to , 1ithin 25 yards of the 
hostile wea pon and attained a spot from which he could clir-ect effective fire on 
th0 e,,Lpl accment. Taking careful aim, he fired his rifle into the midst of the 
cncuiy strong point, wounding one of the crew members and forcing the other two to 
s ur rende r. By his resourcefulne ss and daring, he silenced a hostile machine gun 
r1llich wa s delaying the .a dvanc e of his platoon and enable d. his unit to continue its 
a;i:,tack . Entered the Se rvice f rom Danville, Pennsylvania. 

JOH N T. HART11t[.;LL, 42012399, Sergeant (then Private First Class), Company F, 
lUst Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 13 Decomber 1944 in France. 
Pr ivate First Class Hartwell, acting co,rununication ser geant of Company F, was 
che cki ng his radio equipment at the ccmpany command post when a large group of 
ene,,1~, soldiers attacKed the co,rnnand post group with ma chine guns and automatic 
1Jist ols. 1,.ware of the s0riousne ss of th0 situation, Privn:t. e First Class Hartwell 
br a.vE:ly crawled from one f ighting hole to another, distributing ammunition and 
dirocting the fire of his comrades. In spittl of the large volume of tire directed 
at t i10 hostile forc e , one ,nachine gun continued firing into the friendly posi­
t i ons. Private First Class Hartwell exposed himself to tho hostile fire in order 
to S(:) CUrE:- hand grenades. He doved into position and hurloc1. the grt:lnaoes into the 
ma.chine gun emplace,nent, Killing three of the entlmy soldiers and silencing the 
1,1,J2,pon . ,.,,s a r e sult of his c ourage and aggressiveness, s:L--c ii1ore of the t:lno:m1y 
W,Jr o !dllea. and 12 W1;;r e capture d, Lntered the Servic-:l f rom Caldwell, New Jersey. 
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B..;RN;uID FISHSTEIN, 32814825, Technician Fifth Grade, i1fodical Detach!D:lnt, 
142d Infantry Reginent, for gallantry in action on 9 October 1944 in France. 
Toe 5 Fishstein, a company aid man, advanced with a platoon of Company Fas it 
moved across 150 yards of fire-swept terrain to a wooded slope v1here enemy machine 
guns w0re emplaced. Upon reaching the adge of the wooded area, he was severely 
"\iO Unded .by the ma_chine gun fire. At the Salflcl time, a bullet severed an artery 
in th0 platoo~ .leader's leg. Although weakened by a loss of blood and by the in­
~'-'nsc pain of his wound, Tee 5 Fishstein valiantly crawled under the incessant 
bursts of mac hint:! gun fire to the side of the injured officer. He swiftly ap-
1)li0d a tourniquet to· the leg of his platoon leader, stopping the profuse oleed...:. 
in:;; which, if unchecked, would have caused almost instant. death. Then, exi:lrting 
a f inal effort, he dragged the officer from the field of fire to a covered posi­
t ion. Only then would he attend to his own severe wounds. As a. result of Tee 
5 Fish stein' s ha roic and unselfish action, the life of the platoon leader was · 
saved . Enter ed the Service from Brooklyn, New York. 

PAu'L C. MONTGOr.iE.RY, 35277207, Private First Class, Company B, 142d Infant~y 
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 12 Dtlcember 1944 i n France . The mortar 
sc.;uaci in which Private First Class Montgomery ·was an ammunition bearer w!:),s as­
signed the mission of prote cting the 3d Platoon I s de fen f ive positions· in a re­
cently captured town. The enem;ir launched a savag,:; count e r attack, and a large · 
hostile forc e ,aoved into a house 200 yards to the: l ef t f ront of the mortar posi­
t ion, In order to direct f ire on the house, the · squia. Has f orced to move the 
litortar to a new position which afforded alli1ost no cove r o;,· concea lment. As the 
s quad put the mortar into action·, a sniper op,:med fire on the position. His 
col!l.t)anions r a n to cove r, but Private First Cla ss Montgomery valiantly r ema,ined · 
with t he weapon. He bega n opJr at ing it alone , adjusting ac curate mortar fire on 
thG house . Although he wa s the t a rget for• small arms fir e , he ca li;µy aire cted 33 
ro LLDd s a t the b uilding and stopped firing only when tho enemy waved the white 
f luG of s urrender. By his skill and daring , Private Pi rst Class Montgomery cap-. 
tur~d 23 hostile soldiers, wounded six and killed t wo, eli.minating a serious 
·i:,hreat t o the safc: t y of his c omr ade s and contributing materially to thl::l r epuls1:J1 
of t hJ count erattack . Ent l::l r ed the Se rvice froM Clevel and , Ohio. 1-" 

By command of Major Gene r a l DAH l..;;JUIST : 

OFFICIAL:/ / 

. · :? a'~ -:»;,/4-~z-✓~ 
_,.,.VW CLNT ivi . LOCKHaRT . 

i-fa j o2.· , Adj utant Gene r al I s Depa rtment 
Asst Adj ut ant · G,rne r a l 

DISTRIBUT.I ON "E." 

JOHN J. ~~LBRIGHT 
Colonel, General Sta ff Corps 

Chief of Staf f 
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