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AUARD CF BRONZE STAR

Under ﬁhe provisions of Army Regnlation 600-45,as amended a Bronze Star
Medal is awarded to each -of the following named individuals for gallantry in
action: - .

THOMAS H. NETHERTON, 01290798, Captain .(then First Lievtenant ), 141st Infan- - .
try Regiment, for gallantry.in action on 19: Japuary 1944 in Italy, Lieutenant ’ k
Netherton's .reinforced rifle platoon’was ordered to attack enemy positions west of
a strongly defended river line, Led by.him, his men :arried rubber assault boat s’
through enemy-sowt mine fields to the river and prepirad to cross in the face of
heavy mortar and machine gun fires from weapons adjusted on the crossing points.
) soldier was wounded and fell into the powerful wiver current., Ably Lieutenant
Netherton directed his rescue. When viclence of eneqy resistance forced the pla-
toon to withdrsw, he skillfully maneuvered his men to safety and suffe.ed only one
casualty. FEntered th~ Service from Chicago, 1lllinois. ' B '

RICHARD A. DANZI, 01822375, Captain, (tnen First Lietcenant), 636th Tank
Destroyer Sattslion. Entered the Servive from Chevy Chase, waryland.
FRLDERICK C. V:EVERS, 01171809, First Lieutenant, 636th Tanx Lestroyer Batta-
, lion. Entered the Service from Glen Ridge, New Jersey.
) LEONARD F. COLLINGSWORTH, 20814633, Sergeant, Compaiy C, 636th Tank Destroyer
Battalion. FLntered the Service {rom Dodd City, Texas, )
NORiAN H. DECK, 37146935, Technician Fourth Grade, Reconnzissance Company,
636th Tank Destroyer Battalion. Entered the Service from Hosdns, Neoraska,
HLMRY A. J. KOCH, /H., 38052105, Corporal, Company C, 63bth Tank Destroyer .
Battalion. Lntered the Service from Houston, Texas.
HENJAEIN L. BORD, 36203495, Technician Fifth Grede, Company G, 636th Tank
Destroyer Battalion., Entered the Service from Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin
ROBERT L. SERLEY, 3t036282, Technician Fifth Grade, Cawpany C, 636th Tang
Destroyer Battalion. Entered the Service from Quanah, Texas. . '
Jid.S L. HILL, 20813705, Private First Qlaééf Compauy C, 636th Tank Destroyer
Battalion. Entered the Serv.ce from Decatur, Texas.
JAMES C. HARRIS, 35213572, Private First Class, Rsconnaissance Company, 636th
Tank Destroyer Battalion. Entered the Service. from Waverly, Ohio.
DONALD C. BACKSTROM, 37146908, Private, Reconnaissaice Company, 636th Tank

. Destroyer Battalion, Entered the Service from Vlayne, Nebraska.

» fe . )

° For gallantry in action from 21 November to 27 December 1943 in Italy. The
above named officers and enlisted men, menbers of .e communitations section of the /
battalion, worked tirelessly under the most disagreeable veather conditions and

// under intense shell fire to lay wire and maintain the communications of the batta-
/ lion, During this period, they nelped lay a total of 72 miles of wire, much of

it in forwavd positions at observation posts wuere enemy artillery shelling waec
almost constant. By their determined and féarless performance of duty they enablec
the battalion commander to have corstant cojyaunication with subordinate units,
GTLLIAM R. MOREHEAD, 01307286, Secohd Licutenant, l4lst Infantry itegiment, ..
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for gallantyy in action on 19 Jamuary 1944, in Italy. Lieutenant Morehead was
ordered to lead his jplatoon acrsos a strongly defeznded river line, penetrate four
hurdred yaide west /nlo eneuy territory, dig in ard hold the¢ position until
reinforced. The crossing was-made in five-wan rubber boats, Onc boat became de-
flated, making it:necessary that the entire. platoon be shutiled across in on: boat.,
On-the fourth trip the guide ropes tore loose and the bost capsized, throwing the
men intc the swift current. 'The resulting noise and confusion alerted the eneny
and drezw heawy -concentraticns of mortar and machine gun fire, Realizing that
additionai boats must be had, Licutenant uorehead led & srall group. through the
intease fire, across a four hunired foot minefield, to a point where additioral
boats were stacked, and returned with the needed craft. Entered the Service froa
Kingsville, Texas, ' . ,

JEGSE M. MORENO, 38035634, Staff Sergeant, Company C, lilst Infantry Hegiment
for gallantry in action. on 19 January 1944, in Italy. Sergeant uoreno was ordered
to estsolish telephone communicavions with a rifle squad that had dug in west ‘of a
strongly defended river licne. ﬁrusslng perilous eneny sowh minefields, he reached
the riwvee while rangsd-in mertar fire destroyed rubber assault koats of the attack
ing troops, & soldier was thrawn, into the iey water, Quuivkly Sergeant uworeno
dived inho the swiib. cursent and avterpbed to ruscue the ‘drowning soldier, but the
swif{ stream czpried him out of rgach. JWhile making phg%ﬁ‘agfoﬁ; Sergeaht Woreno
was wounded. Entered the Service from Dallas, Texas. S ' )
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RAYIOND G. FORE, 20806065, Sergeant, Company I, 142d [nfanury Régiuent, for
gallantry ¥n action sn 30 December 1943, in Jtaly. Sgrgeant Foiw wus ordercd to
lead a patrol during darkness decp 1into enewy territory and gather informztion.
Adrpitly meving cver the ruggad terrain, carefyl to wake no noise that would
betray their presence to the fce, he guided his wep through ooth friendly and
hostile artillery fire tc.a river bed, which they explofed_fgf eney positions.
Thi: patrol vhen neared a farm hnuse where they suw evidences of unery odcupation.
Quietly and-skillfully Serseant Fore worked his way to & point where he could
ob'serve enemy soldiers digging in. Having the desired informaticn that was to
prove valuable to his unit in a later attack, he continued with his patrol to
complete his mission and returned to his company. Entered the Sevvice from
Floekwood, Texas. B ) :

. FLOYD C. STEV.NSON, 20803811, Corporal, Cannon Compeny, 1hlst lafantry fegi-
ment, for gallantry in acticn on 27 January 1944, in Italy. pargoiél Stevenson
was a member of an -7 105mm seif propelled. gun platoon. Durirg an intense
artillery barrage on the area, hits punctured the gusoline ﬁapks of two vehicles
causing the fuel to spill onto the ground and jntc the slit trenchis of the men.
The' platoon leader ordered his aien o wﬁtﬁdzay'f?om the highly inflammable arca,
Fire broke out in one of th¢ guns, Heedless of his danger, Corporal Stevenson
grabbed a fire extinguisher and quenched the olaze. His quick action, while
artillery continued to fall in the area, saved a valuablc picce of equipment for
further use against the,enemy. . Enterad the Scrvice from Weslaco, Texas.

LDWARD 1), ANDRESEN ,~-37146%48, Technician Fifch Grade, Company A, 636th Tank
Destroyer Battalion for gallantry in action on 13 3cpbtember 1943 i Italy. Crew
member of an Ai-10 Tarnk Destroyer, Tec 5 andresen was on guard duvy near the wea-
pon during an e¢nemy artillery barrage. A direct hit on the tank destroyer
knocked a .50 caliber machine gun from its mount and exploded its amnunition
sebting firv to a camouflagu net and waste inside the w10, Heedless of the
danger from the bursting sh.lls, Tec 5 andresen grabbed a fire uxtinguisher and
rushed over to put out the fire., ;Wpegnﬁhe‘extinguisher was wmpty he used sand
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- and worked until the e was out, saving a valuable a

* equipment_ for further use ageinst the enemy.  Entered the Service from
Hartingten, Nebraska.

L P
EDWARD A. ALAGA, 3673846l Private First Class, Corpany H, lilst Infantry

Regim nt, for gallantry ir-action on 22 January 1944, in Italy. As a member of

a heavy machine gun section attached to one of the forward rifle companies of

the.2d Battalion, Private Alaga crossed a swift-flowing river on a shaky foot

bridgé while under ‘heavy fire from artillery and mortars. Despite the confusion

resulting in the darkness when the enermy opened up with many automatic weapons,

he stayed witiy his’unit.- and set-up a machine gun on the battalion's right flank.

When the enemy attacked, he remained in his position and assisted in keeping the

: right flank clear'until the battalion's position became hopeless. He then assist-

‘ ed many men who were trapped on the wost side of the river to get back although

under almost ccntinual artillery and nortar fire. Entered the Service {rom

10800 Avepue U, Chicago, Illinois.

JAHREN S. CONDRA, 20816428, Private First Class, Company B, 636th Tank Des-

4 troyer Battalion, for gallantry in action on 3 February 1944, in Italy. During
strong counterbattery shelling of the company area, Private First Class.Condra
o saw another scldier fall, struck in the chest by a shell fraguent... Imugdiately

he went to the wounded man and administered first aid. Vhile he did this the
enemy reintensified its counterbattery fire¢. Geeing that the injured soldier was
helpless to move, Private First-Class Condra shielded him with his own body against
flying.steel fraguents, Vhen the barrage subsided he took the hurt man to the
battalion @}é‘station for further treatment. Lntered the Service from Fort Vorth,

2

Texes, . .
* \

. ROBERT L. BARANCHER, 36735449, Private First Class, Headquarters Company, 2d
- Battalion, l4lst Infantry Regiment, for gallentry in action on 19.January 1944, in
Italy. Private First Class Barancher was assigned ‘the task of hiying .a. telephone
1ine ithrough a known dangerous mine field in order that reports might. be made of
a patrol which was crossing a river. Despite the Tdct ‘that many men, had becn
killed and wnunded by mines and despite heavy cnemy“artillery falling ;ﬁ,the area,
he persisted im his efforts until the line was laidi Yhen the patrol was discover
ed by the enemy and heavy fire was brought to bear of the area; the gommunication
line was broken $n several places. Private Firsu Class Barancher. succegded 'in
repairing the, line 'and' restoring communications. Vhen the platoon lecaller and the
assistent leaders were wounded, heé gave accurate reports to the battalion commande
on the progress of the ‘patrol force. As a result of the information given, the
battalion,commander was able to place morvar and ‘artillery fire uppn.znemy posi-
tion~ and to withdraw the patrol to safety. The wounded were then pvacuated with
a mi..mum loss of life. Entered the Service from Benton, Illimois. [~
: } O A @

ALFRED E. JONES, 33268159, Private First Class, Company H, 34lst:Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 22 January 1944, in Italy, .A$.8 wemoer of a
mortqugguad‘PriVate First Class Jongs crossed a swift-flowing river on a shaky
fc stbridde to ‘attack the enery. Vhaen tné ¢neay counterattacid under cover of
darkness, he assisted in keepingghisfsqgaq together as an erf:ctive, fighting force.
When the'enemy launched a second counterpttack he Pemained with hisjagrtar until ‘
the ammynition was exhausted. When.-the battalion's position pucame dopeless he
plunged into the icy river and avoided,cgpture Dy ‘sWimning across.is ‘'spite of
heavy fire al}falong'the river. Entered the Service from Wasiington, , Pennsylvanic
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LLONARD J. ZIEMANN, 32044514, Private First Class, Company B, 1llth Lngineer
Combat, Battalion, for gallan'-y in action-on 5 February 1944, in Italy. During an
intense artillery barrage, Private First Class Ziemann heard the anguished cries of
a comrade, wounde. by a shell fragment, lying exposed to the enmemy fire. .ware that
no other would risk crossing the shell blasted terrain to aid the man, he unhesita-
tingly left his protectjve shelter and went to his wounded comrade. After stopping
the profuse flow of v.ood by skillfully applying a dressing from his first aid pac-
ket, Private First Class Ziemann, still ex; jed to enemy fire, assisted the soldier
to an aid station. Entered the Service I-om Rome, New York

' RANDALL R. DEAN, 33127160, Private First Clas3, wedical. Detachaent, lst Sat-
talion, 141st Infantry Hegiment); for gallantry in action on 27.Deceaber. 1943, in
Italy. Private First Class Randall braved intense observed enemy artillery fire to
lead litter bearers along a hazardous trail to wounded soldiers. , after helping
sdminister first aid to the injurad, he led the litter squads back through the heavy
fire to the aid ‘'station. Because of his action t..e wounded were quickly evacuated
and saved from hours of exposure to the extreme weather. Entered the Service {rom
Harrisonburg, Virginia. .- . . o ce

VINCENT J. DELL& GALA, .32222430, Private First Class, Cogpany H, l4lst Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action .on 22 January 1944, in Italy. as a meader of. a.
mackine gun section attachec to cme of the forward rifle com.anies of the zd Batta-
lion, Private First Class Della Gala crossed a swift-{lowing river on:a.shaky food-
bridge while under heavy fire from artillery and m,tars. Despite.the confusion
resultifig ‘in the ‘darkness when the enemy ogenud up with many automatic weapons, he
stayed with his unit'and set up a machine gun on the battalion!s-right flank.. .Vihen
tnd evemy. attacked, he rewained at his position and assisted in keeping the right
flank clear until ‘the battalian's.position became hopeless. He then assisted aany
men to recross the river elthough he was unable to swim. Entered the Service from
Bronx,” New York. :
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