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I.  POSTHUMOUS AWARD OF SILVER STAR. Under the provisions of Army Regulations
600-45, a Silver Star is posthumously awarded to each of the following named
:mul\rlduals for gallantry in action:

1OUIS J. HAFRMEISTER, 01287003, First Lieutenant, 141lst Infantry Reg:.ment,,
for gallantry in action on 8 September 194k in France. Licutenant Hafemeister,
reconnaissance officer of Company if, was misdirected to a town which had not
been clcara,d of hostile troops. &s he entered the town with his driver and
messenger, he cncount.ered two cnemy motorcyclists speeding down ‘the road. He
and his men .Unmedlately opened fire and capturcd the hostile soldlers Aluost
mstantly, two vehicles loaded with eneuy troops drove into town. Wh:Lle the
driver covered the prisoners, Licutenant Hafcmeistér and his messenger engaged
the hostile forcc in a fire fight. Although outnumbered, they fought valiantly,
fearlessly exposing themselves to the enemy sniall amas fire. In splte of the
large volume of hostile fire dirccted at thcm, they killed two of t.l'fé eneniy
wounded severa.l, and capturcd the remaining ‘ten.  Onc of the prlsoners was an
officder who divulged the whereabouts of a large hostilc force., Licutenant |
Hafemeister then contactud friendly tmops and organizcd a defense of the town.
Hc wes Klllwd in action during a subsequent engagement. Next of kin: wr. Louis
H. Hafemeistér (Father), 409 Cleveland Street, icnasha, Wisconsin,

HOWARD L. PERKINS, 35925992, Private First Class, Company i, la2d Infantry
Regiment, for gallant.ry in action on 30 Novamber 1944 in France. A section of
machine guns from” Company i was assn.gnz,d t.h\, wission of supporting a rb:mfbmed
rifle platoon of Company L in vstablishing a s%rateglcally mportant road bldm:.
Snashing scattered’ enemy resistance as it advé.nced the group reachea thé des-
ignated posltlon and estébhshod the block. x Almost J.mmculately a lar e hostile
forec la.uhched a savage ‘attack, dire.ct:.ng a hyavy volune of fire at ihls front
and J{lank* of ‘the po:ut,:.on.‘ lu.t\.r an 1nh€nsc fzre f:,gnt ) tnu,f.nendly troepa
were forced to w:.t.hdraw from the unt\.nable area t6 morc aavantgge &a pca:.timg
is the group moved back, Privatc First Class Perkins, ifirst’ gumér B m
gun squad, valiantly remained with his weapon, deterininedly réfusing
draw. Delivering rapid, accurete ‘bursts of mach ine gun. fire ?mo the
the charging cnemy, he covercd thS withdrawal of 'his c v 5
the target for dircct small ams fire arnd the hostile troops ‘were out
his position, he continucd operﬂting his weapon and killc.d nine e qhmy
soldicrs before he himself was killed by the onrushing £8¢. Next of xiﬁrs e,
Delbert 4. Perkins (Father), RFD #1, St Clalrsv:.lle, Ohio.




- (G0 29, Hq 36th Inf Div, 13 Fob 1945, contd)

__Louis WeIss, 33902815, Private, Company B “142d Infentry Regiifent, for
g?llantry in action on 9 December 1944 in F%ance. The 3d Squad in the 2d -
laboon of Company B was assigned the nission of launching a daylight”assault
against a well-defended 'strong point in in" & nearby building, In the’ 1h1tia1
_stages of the attack, Private Weiss, a’ bazooka man, voluntcered to cross a
heavily m;ned area, swept by small arms flre, to a spot from which he’ could
dircet effectzve fire on the hoatlle force. soving fearlessly across the aine
ineld* he Had advanced to within 50 yards of his pre-designated position when
~ the cnemy Opened flre from the house. * Amare of the 1mportanco of recachihg’ his
';posltlon and firing in support of hls sqpad Private Woiss pressed dauntlessly
" forward 1n the face of direct small arms fire. s he ran toward his positioi,
he axploded a hidden mine which kllled him instantly. His heroic' sacrifice’in-
._spired his’ comrades to redouble their efforts and drive forwdrd to smash the'™
. hostile strong point., Next of kln'J Mrs , liay Welss (uothor), 829 West”lom&éfa
“Street, Baltimore, maryland’ i T
II. AWARD QF SILVER STAR. Under the provisions of army Rogulations 600-&5,
__Sllver Star ig awardéd to oach of tho gollow:ng namcd individuals for galldntry
. inaetjon: (1 F
: JUSENE A. BOHLKE 0516555, First Lieutenant, 13lst Ficld artillery Battalion,
for gallantry in action on 28 August 1944 in France. Licutenant Bohlke was
assigngd as artlllery obsorvor with Company K durlng an atback against an im-—
portant, host;le stronghold. In the course of the assocult, the unit was cut off
from other frlundly troops and was surrounded by the cnemy, It was obvious
thaet only by shelling hostile clements in the town could the company effect a
-succcssful w1thdrawal Although he could have been among the first to lecave
the town, Lleutenaqt Bohlke courageously volunteered to rcmain in his cxpésed
position and adjust artlllory fire on the cnemy troops. While the cqmpany with-
drew from the unténable area, he determinedly refused to leave his ‘radio and,
bravely expos;ng himself to hostile machine gun fire, skillfully ‘directed fire
on thc enemy without endangering friendly elements in thc v101nity. Although
wounded, Lieutenant Bohlke unselfishly‘waited until the last of the troops were
withdrawn bnfore leav;ng the town .and seeking cover for himself. Entered the
_Service frqm Fort hayne, Indlana:

DE WAYNE G BROWN 01823976 Second Lleutonant 636th Tank Destroyer ‘Batta-
llon, er gallantry in action on 12 Decembor 19LA in Frgnce. Lacutenant Brown,
:dlrcct flre support for an 1nxcntry battallon He was qanc:mg in his jecp,

; lcadlng his tank destroyers into position, when an eneily machine gun suddenly
_opened fire on him, instantly killing his driver. Lieutcnant Brown juaped from
‘his vchicle and, from a position beside the road, spottcd a large hostile force
infiltrating through the vinecyards near the friendly lincs. IExposing himself to
heavy machine gun and rifle fire, hc crawled back to his joep and, reaching for
his radio hand-set, directed his tank destroyers in firing on the enemny troops
in the areas to his front and right flank. He braved thc continuous small arms
fire and remained determinedly in position until his leading tank destroyer
knocked out the hostile machinc gun. As the vehicle approached the spot where
he was lylng, Lieutenant Brown‘clmnbed onto the rear of the tank destroyer and,
from this exposed vantage point, dlkoctod fire on the infiltrating enemy, re-
pclling the attack. Entered the Service from Ralelgh North Carolina.
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the mission of advancing from defensive positions to cross an important river

- others, succceded in working his way out of the mined arca, With thoughts only

(G0 29, Hq 36th Inf Div, 13 Fob 1945, cohtd)

STANIEY J. SAARLOOS, 32925458, Private, Company K, 143d Infantry Regiment,
for gallantry in action on 20 January 1944 in Italy. Company K was assigned

and attack a stubbornly resisting cnemy on the opposite bank. The friendly bank
of the river, previously mined by hostile troops, had been partially cleared,

and pathways had been marked through the mine field. As the company moved for- !

ward along the paths, the cncmy directed an intense artillery and mortar barrage 3
on the area, foreing the soldiers to disperse. Because darkness and dense fog

obscured the pathway markings, they were unable to usc the cleared paths, and

many were killed and wounded by e¢xploding mines. Privatc Saarloos, with scveral

for the safety of his comrades, he voluntarily led his company commander back
into the mine field in order to guide the remainder of the company out of the
hazardous area. Fearlessly facing the incessant shellfire and the danger from
expdoding mines, he made eight trips into the mined area, preceding his company
commander, in order to locate all the members of the company and guide them to 1
safeby. .Enf,ered the Service from Belleville, New Jerscy.

III. AWARD OF OAK LEAF CLUSTER. 1. Undér the provisions of Army Regulations
600-45, an Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of a second Silver Star is awarded to each
of the following named individuals for gallantry in action:

~ ABBOTT D. ABBOTT, 01309153, Captain (then First Licutcnant), li4lst Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 28 hugust 1944 in France. The 3d Batta-
lion; 1l4lst Infantry Regiment, was assigned the mission of attacking cnemy de-
fecnscs on a strategically important hill and in a well-defcnded town. Lieu-
tenant Abbott advanced across tn exposed valley toward the objective with the
assault company supported by 2 platoon of heavy machine guns. As the attackers
approached the town, the eneiy suddenly opencd fire, sweeping the valley with -
machine gun and rifle fire and blasting it with an artillery and mortar barrage.
The assault company, depleted by heavy casualties, was split into small units
by the fire from interlacing enemy final protective lines. & second company ad-
venced on the left flank and, when the company commander was wounded, also be~-
came disorganized. Aware of the necessity for immediatc, aggressive action,
Liecubenant Abbott put his machine gun platoon into action and cngaged the cnemy

in an intense fire fight. Then, moving fearlessly from onc shell-shattered house
to another, he contacted the scattered rifle elements and began reorganizing the
men. He finally managed to asscmble a group of almost platoon strength in one
place. When higher headquarters ordered the companies to withdraw, Lieutenant
Abbott used his machine guns to lay down 2 base of fire and valiantly led the
riflemen in a series of local counterattacks, remaining on the hill until all
the men had withdrawn to safety and all the casualties had been evacuated.
Licutenant Abbott was painfully wounded while withdrawing from his exposed posi-
tion. Entercd the Service from North Adams, uassachlsctis. : ;

JESSE J.- DOERING, 37485116, Staff Sergeant, Company B, 142d Infantry Regi-
ment, for gallantry in action on 9 December 1944 in France, Sergeant Douring
was assigned the mission of leading his squad to smash 2 hostile strong point -
in a nearby house. He skillfully deployed his men and, when the supporting ar-
tillery barrage lifted, ordercd them to rush the house. 4s the squad approached
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-point was eliminated. Entered the Servn.cc from Dallas, South Dakota

(GO 29, Hq 36th Inf Div, 13 Feb 1,9@5, contd)

the building, one of the men sbepps,d on 2 mine, and the explosion’ lulled him
and wounded two other soldiers. The enemy opened fire from the house,’and dis-
organization threatened the squad. Galling for his men to follow him; Scrgeant o
Doering opened fire with his rifle and charged the housc, running directly in
the face of heavy small arms fire,. - He kicked the door open and, upon entering
the building, spotted three hostile -soldiers attempting to put a machine gun
into action. - Sergeant Doering killed all three of the cnemy with rifle fire.

He then directed his squad in searching:the remainder of the: house.- Ls a result
of his courage and aggressiveness, 12 prisoners were capbured and an enemy strong

2, Under the provisions of Army Reguletlons 600—1.5, a second’ Oak Leai' Cluster ~
in licu of the third Silver Star is awarded to the .f.‘ollowlng na.m»d md:wmual for . ‘
gallantry in action: : 2 I {3 !
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JOHN YBARBO, 38026352, Staff Serg\. nt Company K, 1424 Infantry Regiment, ; g |
for gallantry in action on 25 November 1944 in France., A&fter a successful sur- 0 B 1
prise attack against a strategically important town, the 2d Platoon of‘Company . i
K established a road block to stop expected enemy counterattacks. nSergeant -
Ybarbo, a squad leader in the platoon, heard a large group of hostile ‘soldiers
approaching the road block. He seized his light machine gun and fearlt.ssly :
moved up the side of the street alone, silhouetted by the bright moonlight, to
moet the enemy troops. Awarc that the slightest misstep might mean instant
death, he advanced caut:.ously, in the shadow of buildings, to a point within ten
feet of the hostile force. He suddenly raised his gun and ran in front of the
startled enemy soldiers, comiianding them to surrender. - Gompletely surprised by
his daring trick, they imuedictely dropped their weapons. Sergeant Ybarbo:ca
tured 21 prisoners, two machine guns, four machine pistols and 15 rifles. His
quick-thinking and aggressivencss prevented the enemy from reporting the’ loca-
tion of his platog'm‘sroa’d block. Entercd the Service from- Victoria,: Texas. “
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