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I. POShiUMOUS A.WARD OF SILVER Sl'AR. Under· the· provisions of Array Regulations 
600-45, a Silv1:; r Star is posthwnously a\'larded to each of the following named 
individuals for' gallantry in action: 

IDUIS J. HAFTuff,Isrirn, 01287003, Fir1,t . Lieut~nant , 141st Infantry· Regi.111ent, 
for gallantry in action on 8 Septembvr 1944 in Franc e . Lieut;enant Hafemeister, 
r econnaissance officer or' Company M, was mis.directed to a town which had not 
been cleared of hostile troops. As he entE-red the town ,iith his driver and 
messenger·, he enc·ount~red two e nemy motorcyclists speeding down _tl'.le roa·d. He 
and· 1-iis men ~nmedi~t,ely opened fire and captur~d ,the hostile sbldiqs. Almost 
instantly, two vehicles loaded with e ne,ny troops drove into town. While_ the 
driver cov0r e d th0· 'prisoners, Lieut enant Hafqmeist e_r ·' and i:l is _~ess~nge~ ei;igaged 
th0 hostile rorce in a fire fight. Although outnumber0d, t~0y_ fo~ght v~liant~y, 
fearlessly exposing thcmselns t<;> the ,me1ey small arms ftrc: In ·~pi~e _of ,the 
largG volume of hostile fire clirectect at th~m, they kill0Q two of th~ ~nemy, 
wounded St:!Verai, and captur0d 'the re:.maining ten: One oi the _pris'one,rs" was an 
off icfor who · divulged thl.l whereabouts of a_ large hostile iorco. Lic:utl.lnant . 
Hafemeister. then contact 1.., d friendly trqops and organizod a defense of the: town. 
He vva s kilL.;d in action d4ring a subsequent engagement. NGxt of kin: '11lr. Louis 
H. Hafemeisth (Fatht:!r), 409 Cievdand Street, Menasha., Wisconsin • 

. ~- : - , . . . . . . . :·:. 

HOWARD L. PERKINS, 35925992, Private_ First Class, Cor11j_)any Jlli, 142d Infantry 
Rcgitil(mt, for gailantry in action on 30 ifov<::iub er 1944 in France. A section of 
macl1in0 ·guns frcirh::Compa.ny .M was· assign..:d th~ inis~ion of supporting a . r~ini'orced 
rifle platoon of Company L in E: stablishing a strategica lly :important roacr "bloc.K. 
Sma shing scattered·· enemy rt;sistance as .it advanctd, tho group roachc:~ th.ta des­
i gnated posi~ior.1 .. and est~blished ~~e ti~?~k ·. ~~{to?t iiiunoQi~te~y a ·1a~ge_°hostilt. 
forc1..- lauh~hed a savage attack, dirt;cting a h-::uvy· volwau or: fire at the front 
and fl'."nK~ of ' the. posit~on. . Ait0r an inhrise fire I fight' '010 fri?~<µy ":troops 
w,:;r e _forced to withdraw fror~ .t~" u1_1t0na~lc a_rea _t~ ,~or~. actw:mt""g~94~ positions. 
i1.s the group moved bacK, PriV2,T, O First Class Perkins., .. nrst gunner in a machine 
~un squad, . va~ant:ly :1;maiI?,~d 01/1/i~~ . his v,,::a.pon ', d~t1;;;1;~nfoctp-y . r¥fosine to with­
CU'aw . DE:..ll. vering rapid, accur,?.te bursts of machin..: gun nrc· into th.: 1aidst of 
the' charging enemy, h.; coverwd f!!iL-withdraw~i 9f ''i-i~s_couii-a4;s~ r . .tl.l~hough he was 
th0 t a rget for _ direct smnll a z:m~ fir(;; a r.d the ' hostilu tro~ps were outflanking 
his position, he conti~u1.:d opcr~t~ng his weaP,On ,and ~ill~d n:i,n1; of 'the cinemy 
soldiors before h1:; himself was killed by the onrushing i'oo. Next of Kin: Mr. 
Delbe rt ii.. Pt:rkins (Fath~r) , RFD #:1,. St_. Clairsvill6, Oh.:.o. 
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. LOU_+? .'WEiiss, 3390.~~15, . Private, · C9mpany,' '.Ei; · 142d Infantry RS::giiiknt, for 
ial~ntry .-in: action on , 9 Dec~mb\;;! r f-944 . }n _france .. Tho ~d Squad.' l~·1 the :2d_, _ 

la~oon oi Co~1pany B was assigned th0 :n1.ss1.on of launching a daylight a·ssault 
against a. ~ell-defended 'strong point. in: i.' nearby building. In tnti initial ·" 
stag~13 of_ ~h~ a_t~9-ck, Pr;i.vate Weiss, a _. baizo<;>!<a man, volunteered t ·o cross ·a ' ' 
h~av1ly,ng.ne9- ~rea, swept by small_ arms firE;, to a spot from which hcl . could · 
O,l.Nct effec:tive fire on the hostile force· . . JYioving fearlessly across the r:iiifr:: 
.field,. J:ie . tia.d adva_ns:ed to within 50 'yards ·o'f his· pre-designated position whe''ii 
t _he enel!ly op~ned fire· from tho house: ·, Aware: o'f the impoi•tanc0 of rca·ching : his 
position .~nd, firing in supp9rt of his· ·;quad~ Private W0 i'ss })r e ssad 'ctauritkssly 
fo~urd in t):le face _ of ct_ire~t. sniail anus· fire ·. As he ran toward hi'.s posit-'ion, 
l:i,e exploded a ,hidde·n mine which killed~him' 'instantly. His heroic ' sacrific(i•~ in-

. _'spir<.3d his comrades to ~t:Jd;uble theii ~fforts· ·ancl cfrive forward to smash th"J':,· 
. !wst:i,le. st~ong _p()j,nt. Next of kin·: 1

' Illirs:· May WEc:iss (Mother)',' 829 West' 11:orrioor-d 
street, _Baltimqre,. 1viarylcl;ncf,'. _'.' ' , .. · · ." :, r. 

1 - · " " ~ :r ·: ·.: , 0 1. 
. ' 1"t· ' : · :-- : ~-- . 

.I~• AWA~ QF §.ILVER SrAR. lJnd_e r ~he fJI'OVisions of Arnw R0gulations 600-45, a 
Silver ,Star i .~ awc3;.:r:,aed to · 0ach of thu N1~owing '~m(,d individuals_ for _g!a .. ,llan~.r! 
in a~\f9n: · · · · '- ·· 

; EOOtI~ A\: Bbfi.i,J(E, 0,516555 > First Lieute!lant'; 131st Field Artillery ·Battalion, 
·for g~llµntry :i..A actiori _on 28. August 1944 in Franco. Liout 0ria.nt Bohlke was 
assigny'.d as artillery observer with Comp:i.ny. K 'during an nttack against an im­
porta.n.t. host.:i,le '~trongh.Qld, . In. tho _course of th(; assault, the· unit was cut ~ff 
frO;il other friendly troops and was surrounded by the ..;nemy . it , wa's obvious 
tha t only .l?Y she,l]..1,ng hostile Glcments in_ the to"!n could the compan;)i- e!fect a 
succo~sful ~ithdr~w~i. Although he could have been among the first to 1~avo 
the t 'own; Lieu~en<itrt. Bohlke courageous],.y voi_un~e~rE::d to remain in his ~xp6s'ed 
position an<;l. adjust .~rt.:i,.lhry fire on th.e enemy troops; Vv11 ile the, 6oinpany' with­
drew from the· .tint e ri:.ib].e area., he det erminedly refuse d to l eave· his 'radio and, 
hravuly e::xpo&i,ng hj,n\se:i_r to hosti],e machine gun fire , ski1.lfuliy •·cfir'ected fire 
on the eQamy ~ithput ~pdangering friendly ~lements in tho vicin1ty. Although 
,-vounded·, Lie.utenant Bohlke unselfishiy 'waite d until the l o.st ' of the troops were 
withd_r,awn QQ~ Ory, .~e:~.y~ng ,the .t~.i;i, ,and seeking cove r for himself. Entered the 

... Se1·v;i,~_~:. ~-~~ _}'~r.t vyt~Ite ,,i_ndj,ana'.: : ~ .· , . . .. ,. . . . . 

niviAYNE a·. ··aROViN, dis2397't; /"s econd Lieute~afit,' 6j6th ' Tank De stroyer Batta.­
lion, .fQJ: _gcJ.J,lc;1.ntr:;r.. in act:i,9n on ~ .. .Pee:e~er _19½ in F~2.nc ~. W:eutenan~ ~z::wn, 
lead~l: <#, .\h~ Jc;i llatoon ot; Q9mP,al'}S. B,. _wa~ . a ssig1'.-ed th0 nli~sion of furriishing 

.d:i,r.Q~~ _.f)r..e" ~upport. _f~r _an iz;ue:11~r:Y. _bat~ali".n . . _HE: _wa ~ _a~vr.nc~~g ~ -~is )e~~' 
l oading his tank de·stroyers into position, wh,.m an enemy machine gun sudcteniy 
opene d fiz:~ _on him, instantly killing his driver. Lieutenant Brown j1JJ,1ped fro10. 
his vehicle and, from a position be side the road, spott ed a large hostile force 
infi.lt~~ti~_g through the vineyards near the fri endly lines. Exposing hirnself to 
heavy ,llachine gun and rifle fire , he crawled back to his j oep ::i.nd, N3.ching for 
his r ::i.dio hand-set, dir0ct0d his tank destroy0rs in firing on thu enc1ny troops 
in the ;i.re,as to his front and right flank. He braved t ho continuous small a rms 
fire A.nd remained determinedly in position until his lea ding t a nk , destroyer 
knocked out the hostile machino gun. As the vehiclE:: approa ched the . spot where 
ho wo.s lying, Lieutenant. Brown,, c~:i;inbed,onto the rear of the t ank destroyer and, 
from this .ixposed v~11t a.ge point, 'direct c_d fir,:;: __ on the infiltrating enemy, r e ­
polling the attack. Entued th0 Service from Rale igh ., North Ca rolina. 
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STANLEY J, SAARLOOS, 32925458, Privat·e., Company K, 143d Infantry Regiment, 
for gallantry in action on 20 J anua ry 1944 in Italy. Compa ny K was a ssigned 
the mission of advancing from defensive positions to cro9s an important river 
nnd attack a stubbornly r e sisting enemy on th8 opposit e ba nk, The friendly bank 
of th0 river, previously mined by hostile troops, ha d been partially clear~d, 
and pathways had b E.: en m,1rk0d through the mine field. As thd company moved for­
wa rd a long the paths, the enemy directGd an intense c. ri:.illery and mortar barrage 
on the area, forcing the soldiers to disperse. Because darkness and dense fog 
obscured the pathway markings, they were unable to use the cleared paths, ~nd 
ma ny we r e killed a nd wounded by exploding mines. Private Saarloos, with several 
othe rs, succveded in working his way out of the mined area . With thoughts only 
for the safety of his comra des, he voluntarily led his company commander ba ck 
into the mine field in order to guide the rema inder of the company out of the 
hazardous a r ea. Fearle ssly f a cing the incessa nt shE: llfire and the danger from 
expJ.oding mine s, he made e ight trips into the mined a rea , p r eceding his company 
commander, in .order to locat e a ll the members of the company a nd guide them to 
safety. Ente r e d the Servic0 f rom Belleville, New J er sey, 

III. .AW.!..RD OF OAK LLAF CLUsrER . 1. UridE:! r the _µrevisions of Army fo:J gulations 
600-45, an Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of a second Silve r St:.a r is awarded to each 
of the .following named individuals for gallantry in a ction: 

ABBOTT D. iillBOTT, 01309153, Capta in (then F'irst LiGut onant)J 141st Infantry 
Reg:iin0nt, for ga lla ntry in a ction on 28 a ugust 1944 in Fr ance , The 3d Batta ­
lion, 141st Infantry Regime nt., wa s a ssigndd th <.: mission of attacking enemy de­
f0ns os on a strategically impo rtant hill a nd in a well-def ended town. Lieu­
t ene.nt Abbott adva nce d across Em exposcJ d va lley towa r d t he obje ctive with the 
:J. ssa ult company supporte d by 2. platoon of heavy ma chine guns. b.s tho attacK..,rs 
a pi:>r oached the town, tho em:.rny suddenly openl.! d fire , sweeping the valley with 
E1achine gun a nd rifle fire and bl a sting it with a n artillery a nd mortar barra ge. 
The 2. ssault company, depktod by heavy ca sua ltie s, w2. s split into small units 
by t he fire from int erlacing enemy final prote ctive lines, A s econd company ad­
vence d on the l eft fla nk a nd, when tha company commande r wa s wounded, · also be­
came disorganized. :A.wa r e of t he ne ce ssity for immedi ate , aggre ssive action, 
Lieut e nant Abbott put his machine gun platoon into action and engag~d thd ,me1ny 
ip an intbnse fire fight. Then , moving foarle ssly from one shell-shatte red house 
to a nother, he c·ont.acte d t he scatte r e d rifle (;) l ements and began reorganizing the 
men. H~ finally managed to a ssemble a group of a lmost pl a toon strength in one 
pl e.c c . When higher h eadqua rte r s ordered the companie s to 1t1ithdr aw, Lie ute nant 
Abbott used his ma chine g uns to l ay down a ba se of fire and valiantly led the 
r i f l emen in a s erie s of l ocal count er atta cks, r emaining on the hill until all 
the men had· withdrawn to safety and all the ca sualties hnd been e va cuated. 
Li (;)utena nt A.bbott wa s painfully wounded whilt] withdr 2.wing f r om his exposed posi­
tion . Ent er 0d t he Se rvic e f ro,,1 North Adams, tv1a·ssachus0t t s. 

JESSE J. · DOERING, 37485116, ·staff Se r geant,: Compnny B, 142d Infantry fa,gi­
me:int; f or galla nt r y i n a ction· on 9 De cembe r 1944 in Fr i.mce . Ser geant Do " ring· 
v~o.s a s signed . t h0· mission cif L1ading his ·squad' to sma sh 2-. hostile strong point , 
in a marby house . - He skillfu•l l y deployed his men e..nd, ·when the supporting ar­
til l ery ba rrage lifted ; ordered. t hem to rush the house . .:1.s the squa d a pproa che d 
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(GO 29., Hq 36t.h Inf Div, 13 Feb J.945:, · contd) 

th0 building, one of the mc:n stepped on a mine, and the explosion kill°E:d him 
and wounded two other soldiers. -Tht: 0nemy opened fire f r o,il the house·, , ·and dis­
organization -threatened the squad • . Calling for his men to fo],low him; SBrgeant 
Do0ring opened fire with his rifle and charged the house ; running directly in 
the f:ice of heavy: small anns fire. · H~ kicked the do.or open and, upon entering 
the building, spotted three hostile •soldiers attempting· to .put a machine gun 
into ~ction. • Sergeant Doering killed all throe of the enemy with ·rifle fire. 
He them directed his squad in searching , the remainder of th0· house-. · As a result 
of his courage and aggressivE:ness, 12 prisoners were capturGd · and an ,memy strong 

. point was diminatcd. EntE.rcd .the S<>rvice from Dallas; ' South Dakota. 

2, Under the provisions of Army R<lgulc>.tions 600.,...45 , a second Oak ·L~a,f. · Clustbf 
in liou of the third Silve r star is awarded ·to the following named · individual for 
gnllantry ill action: 

JOHN YBiiliOO, 38026352, staff Serg.;;ant'; C.Ompany K, 1Li2d· Infantry RegirncJnt, 
for gallantry in actiion on '25 November 1944 in France. After a succussful sur­
prise attack, against a strat0gically important town, ·the 2d Platoon of-company 
K (;:ste.blishod ,a road block to stop expected .-..!nemy counterattacks,. ·,Sergeant 
Ybarbo, a squad leader in the platoon, heard a l a rge group of hostile soldiers 
nppronching the road block. He seized his light ma chine gun and fearlessly 
rn.ovod up the side of the street alone, silhouetted by the bright moonlig~t, to 
meet .the -3nemy troops. Aware that the slightest misst ~p ;,1ight mean · instant 
death, he advaacod cautiously~ in , the shadow of buildings, to a point within ten 
feet of the hostile force. He suddenly raised his gun and ran in ·front of the 
ste.rtled enemy soldiers, cor,u,1anding them to surrender. CompL::italy surprised by 
his da ring trick, they iirum:)dktely dropped their weapons. Sergeant Ybarbo . cap­
tured 21 prisoners, two machine ,g1ms,· four machine pistols and 15 rifl~s. His 
quick-thinking and aggressi-yenoss . prev..-.,nttJd th<l ener,iy from r~porting ·the , loca­
tion ·of his platoon's -road block. Enter0d the Service from ·Victoria, ·?exas. 

By command of M4jO~ Genera l D.AfiLQliI5r: , 

O>'FICIA~?JJ./4~,·- •. _: 

VHfCF.i.'JT .- ., LOCK_HhR1'· ... , :. 
: :ajo r , Adj4t/3.nt. General's D0pc-rrtui~ti . 

Asst -Ad.jut.ant GE:.ne,ral · 

DI$I'RIBTJrION 11 E1t 
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JOHN J. 'i,LBRIGHT :; · 
Golonel, G<)ncr,'.'.\l staff Cor.ps '.' , . . · 

· Chief of staff 
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