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This narrative was prepared in order that we might have a record
of the achievements of the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion from which
to refresh our memories in future years.

We have each of us been a part of a great fighting unit. We have
never failed to accomplish our assigned mission. Nothing which the
future holds for any one of us should be too difficult. We have done
so much the hard way.

I am humble in the privilege of having commanded such good
soldiers.

For now and all time I would quote a prayer:

“Dear God, give us strength to accept with serenity the
things which can not be changed. Give us courage to
change the things which can and should be changed, and
give us wisdem to differentiate the one from the other”

=

JOHN N. GREEN
Lt Col Field Artillery
Commanding




PREFACE

There was always a real sense of belonging when I stood in formation
with the cld Unit. Many years have passed since the days of formations
with the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion; but in the spring of this year
{1969) I once more stood in a formation with representatives of the
Texas National Guard and veteran members of the 36th Infantry Division.

A delegation from Texas had flown to Washington to participate in
a special ceremony of placing a T Patch plague at the Memorial Shrine
of the Tomhb of the Unknown Soldier.

e General Walker, former commander of the 36th Infantry Division
headed the formation of civilians and military-dressed participants to
the Tomb. General Dahlquist who also commanded the 36th Division

%mgm‘aneral Walker was present.

"~ General.Walker made the presentation address and I know that the
thinking and memory processes of those who served were going back
over the years.

I could recall many past fine associations; however the thoughts in
my mind were this: “These associations and friendships are so worth-
while nothing should dim or mar them. It is true we are all separated
by miles and other present interests—it is true that we all change with
age—and we all finally pass through transition—it is also true that some
try to keep alive the spirit of such organizations-—and sometimes these
torchbearers grow tired and feel tried-upon by lack of enthusiasm arcund
them. Paul the Apostle urged “Be not weary in well doing.” There is
not a lost end to all these things, If you will observe correctly around
you, the only permanent thing is the Human Spirit—material things all
wear and change--but the Spirit remains. This thing is eternal. It is
kept alive within everyone who so wills it. T recall in General Walker's
new hook, "From Texas to Rome” how he points out the importance of
personal discipline—something you work on day in and day out and
never let go of. Oh, sometimes it slows down and sometimes is dor-
mant--but it is never lost of each individual—if you so will it.”

These thoughts are not unique to me alone; but I use them as a sort
of prelude in presenting a history of the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion.
This is mainly an historical narrative of a very close-knit military unit.
This organization shone with the pride of many States—carried forward
under the banners of the traditions of the great State of Texas.

The narrative is taken from the Unit Journal of the 132nd Field
Artillery Battalion—written by members of the Battalion. The pictures
are from the personal collections of members of the Battalion.
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‘Fight With the Rammer Staff’

In the first days at Salerno that were as packed with drama as the
last stand at the Alamo, reports arrived at the battalion that the Germans
had smashed their way through a flank of the 142nd Infantry and were
charging on toward the positions of the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion.

Part of the infantry held a line adjacent to one of the gun batteries.
It was during this critical situation that one of the Battery Commanders
phoned the Battalion Commander, Lt Col John N. (Pete) Green, and . ___
asked for orders. Colonel Green's grim reply was “Put out local security,
and if necessary, fight with the rammer staff.” This order, picked up in the
: heat of battle, will go down in history with that other famous Texas battle
} cry, “Remember the Alamo,” as being the spirit of the unit and the same
spirit for the men of this unit to pass on to those who follow them.

“Altavilla” The Germans held this high ground and were able to
look down our throats when we heard: “Fight with the Rammer Staff!”




Chapter 1

Early History, Mobilization, Preparation and
Training - In the United States

The coat of arms of the 132nd Field Artillery, Texas National Guard,
as approved and recorded in the files of the War Department is as
follows:

Shield: Gules abend unde’ or Chief, a fleur-de-lis and in base a palm
tree eradicated argent.

Crest: That for the regiment of the Texas National Guard—on a
wreath of the colors (or/and gules) a mullet argent encir-
cled by a garland of live vak and olive proper.

Motto: Fiant Rotae Rotare (Keep the Wheels Rolling).

The shield is red for Artillery. The bend wavy symbolizes service
on the Mexican Border in the Big Bend District of Texas along the Rio
Grande River. The yellow indicates that the 132nd Field Artillery is
descended from an old Cavalry organization and that it was a Cavalry
organization during its service on the Mexican Border. The Palm Tree
denotes fleur-de-lis World War I service.

The 132nd Field Artillery was organized in 1880 as the 1st Regiment
Cavalry and Texas Volunteer Guard. In 1888, the Regiment was reduced
to a Battalion and designated 1st Battalion, Texas Volunteer Guard. In
1890, the Battalion was disbanded, but its companies were retained as
unattached Cavalry companies. In 1891, the Battalion was organized
with the same companies. New units were added in 1892; the Batialion
was expanded to a Regiment and designated 132nd Regiment Cavalry,
Texas Volunteer Guard. It remained in State service until mustered into
Federal service for the Spanish American War in May, 1888, This Volun-
teer Regiment was mustered out of service in November, 1898. The 1st
Regiment Cavalry, Texas Volunteer Guard, was reorganized in the State
service as the Ist Sguadron Cavalry, Texas Volunteer Guard. In 1903,
the designation of the Squadron was changed from 1st Squadron Cavalry,
Texas Volunteer Guard, to the 1st Squadron Cavalry, Texas National
Guard. The unit was in Federal service during the disturbances on the
Mexican Border and served in the Big Bend District from 1 July 1916
to March 1917,

The 36th Division was organized for World War I by a War Depart-
ment Order, dated 18 July 1917. The Texas troops were mobilized at
Camp Bowie, Texas, along with troops from Oklahoma. The 132nd at




this time was known as the 132nd Field Artillery Regiment and was
made up of two battalions with a regimental headquarters. The Division
at this time was a square division—a much larger organization than the
later-devised triangular or streamlined division.

The 132nd Field Artillery Regimental Headquarters and Headguar-
ters Battery were from Corsicana; Regimental Service Battery, from
Dallas and Waco; and the Regimental Band, from Paris. The 1st Bat-
talion consisted of four batteries: Headquarters Battery from Bonham,
Battery “A" from Paris, Battery “B” from Cleburne, and Battery “C”
from Weatherford. The 2nd Battalion also had four batteries: Head-
quarters from Italy, Battery “D” from Corsicana, Battery “E" from
Kerens, and Battery “F” from Marshall.

On 15 July 1918 the 36th Division sailed overseas and on 31 July
landed at three ports: Bordeaux, Brest, and St. Nazaire in France. The
Artillery landed at Brest and proceeded to the little town of Redan, not
far from its landing, The Division Artillery underwent intensive training
at Redan and Coequidan and remained in the latter city until the end
of the war. The Artillery, along with the rest of the Division, was de-
mobilized 26 February 1919.

In May of 1922, when the National Guard of Texas was reorganized,
the 132nd Field Artillery Regiment again came into being. Few people
in the whole country at this time realized the importance of these men
who studied military science in their spare time and attended summer
camp once a year to practice. It took the drastic blow in 1941 to make
us realize the contribution which these men, who played soldier, were
making to our very existence as free people. During the year of organ-
ization and the year that followed, the Regiment studied artillery at Fort
Sill, Cklahoma, using borrowed equipment. By 1924, they had acquired
their own artillery pieces—1897 horse-drawn French 75mm guns. The
1924 and 1925 training was taken at Camp Stanley, San Antonio, Texas.
In 1926, the regiment made its first encampment with the complete
National Guard organization at Camp Hulen, Palacios, Texas, The next
eleven summer encampments were made at Camp Hulen. In 1938, the
summer encampment tock on a bigger meaning with the Texas troops
taking part in Third Army maneuvers with the 2nd and 45th Divisions
at Camp Bullis. Cravens, Louisiana, became the center of a three-weeks’
maneuver in 1940,

A War Department Order called the Texas Guard into Federal service
on 25 November 1940, All units remained at home stations awaiting
completion of Camp Bowie, Brownwood, Texas. It was no ionger the
Texas National Guard, but again the 36th Division. During the months
of November, December, 1940, and January, 1941, military training went
on a full-time schedule—an active recruiting campaign was conducted.
During the latter part of January, 1941, the Division began movement
to Camp Bowie, which became the home camp. In the beginning it ac-
quired the name “Camp Gooey” due to the wide expanses of sticky mud
prevalent. Here the army-required basic training was given and picked
non-commissioned officers were sent to the Dodfield training school. It

2




was
sion
the

-
om
3at-
amn,
(C”
ad-
'om

uly
The
not
ing
and
de-

ed,
ple
1en
ner
ike
ere
an-
ort
red
The
‘as.
ete
axt
the
s
mns
ks’

ice
ng
he
hs
mt
=d.
nt
10~
ud
ed

It

does not seem possible that there is anyone who has not heard of the
famous Louisiana Maneuvers. The 36th Division was right in the thick
of it—Mansfield and Friesport—for six long, rugged weeks,

During the first of November, 1941, the 132nd Field Artillery Reg-
iment relieved the regular school troops at Fort Sill Artillery School.
When this assignment was completed, the Regiment was highly commend-
ed by the school. The training which the gun crews received at Fort Sill
was destined to have far-reaching effects.

The Regiment was still at Fort Sill when the attack on Pearl Harbor
came. After this, the war that had been going on around us became our
fight, and training took on a more important meaning than ever before.
There were many speculations as to how soon the Regiment, along with
the Division, would be committed to action against either the Japanese
or German forces. The rumors ran from one extreme to another. A
part of the 132nd Regiment was to go with the force that sailed for Java
shortly after the declaration of war. This was changed and elements of
the 131st Field Artillery Regiment went instead. This group was caught
in the Japanese drive through Java. In the latter part of December,
gun crews were sent to the Armed Guard Center at New Orleans for
training on Army transports.

Just prior to Pearl Harbor, the streamling of army divisions started;
then the 36th Division became a triangular division. The original four
infantry regiments were cut down to three infantry regiments with a
battalion of light artillery in support of each regiment. The 132nd Field
Artillery Regiment became the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion with a
battalion staff, headquarters battery, three firing batieries and a service
bhattery, The 132nd became the artillery support of the 143rd Infantiry
Regiment,

Around the 16th of February, 1942, the 132nd Field Artillery Bat-
talion, with the rest of the 36th Division, found the travel by motor to
Camp Blanding, Florida, very cold and stormy. Even after arrival in
the sunny clime of Florida, the wearing of cottons was postponed due to
the cold weather.

Intensive training took place in Florida where there were many
Division and Corps tests conducted. Toward the middle of May when
the weather was really getting hot, the largest number of replacements
yet received poured into the ranks of every unit in the 36th Division.
Before any of these replacements were actually assigned to permanent
organizations, they were divided into training companies and received a
very thorough period of basic training conducted by cadries from the
Division. It was not until the Division was well through the Carolina
maneuvers in the early part of August that the new recruits joined the
ranks of the 36th Division, By this time those new men were not only
well prepared for the rigors of army life, but they were also well aware
of the pride of the 36th Division. No one at that time realized just how
far the Division was to travel in the next three years. Even at this time
there were a lot of growing pains for the Division which was destined
to become one of the great fighting units of World War II.
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In the latter part of August, the Battalion enirained and moved
from North Carolina to Camp Edwards, Mass., to the winterland of Puget
Sound. However, the weather was still warm in Massachusetts, and
there was even a little swimming done before cold weather set in. If
there were training schedules in Florida, there were more at Edwards.
Remember tent city? Corps tests? Washburn Island? The invasion of
Martha's Vineyard? The Ranger course? Obstacle courses? Specialized
schools? Mountain warfare? Winter warfare? Cold feet? But, there
were good times, too. Do you remember the furloughs, week-end passes,
Onset, New Bedford, Boston, New York, the USO, dances, shows?

During the period at Edwards, the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion
became the support artillery of the 142nd Infaniry Regiment. The 143rd
and 133rd joined forces as did the 141st Infantry and the 131st Artillery.
The 132nd became part of the 142nd Regimental Combat Team.

In the latter part of February, the Battalion, with some other units
of the Division, left Camp Edwards for the Piney River area in Virginia
to take part in mountain maneuvers. This particular adventure was a
foretaste of mountain maneuvers to come, although extreme cold suffered
here was more severe for the short period than anything that happened
afterwards. Anyone who was on this little expedition will testify to the
truth of this statement, Shortly after this, camp was set up at the
A, P Hill Military Reservation near Amhurst, Virginia, This was the
beginning of preparations for going overseas. Clothing property checks
were begun; vehicles were turned in; our howitzers were shipped to Staten
Island for combat wheels; and other operational equipment that was to
go with us was packed and crated. This was no easy task since every-
thing had to be listed and checked, and the weight had to be given: and
some of those crates were awfully large. Although most of the time was
given over to movement preparations, firing technique was not neglected.
The firing batteries took service practice with 75mm mountain pack
howitzers.

After two weeks at A. P. Hill, the Battalion traveled by train to Fort
Dix, Port of Embarkation Staging Area. After arrival there, we were
virtually prisoners because each and every man was part of the big mil-
itary secret that the 36th Division was preparing for shipment overseas.
New clothing was issued; all records were brought up to date; everything
was done to put the complete Battalion in a state of perfection before
leaving the United States. We were schooled and reschooled in military
gecurity; even such operations as boarding a ship in the proper manner
were given, .

On the morning of 27 March 1943 Company “M”, 142nd Infantry
Regiment, and our Battery “A” moved by train to the port of embarka-
tion as advanced details to assist in arranging for loading of the 142nd
Infantry Regimental Combat Team. Four days later the remainder of
the units left Fort Dix and headed for Staten Island, New York—Pier
# 13, to be exact.
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Chapter II

OVERSEAS, AFRICA

April 1948

The first of April found the battalion at Staten Island along with the
rest of the 36th Infantry Division loading aboard the ships that were to
take us overseas. At 0001 hours, 2 April, the battalion was officially
considered overseas. This was the big moment—what we had trained
for, talked about and thought about—there were many thoughts going
on inside of each of us as we headed out to sea. The 132nd Field Artillery
Battalion was loaded aboard the §.8. Argentina. We were not idle on
board ship. From the very beginning we began to learn the rules of living
at sea. The enlisted men's quarters on board were very crowded, and it
was necessary to keep details constantly busy to maintain cleanliness and
sanitation. Every day we had inspection in ranks and very rigid quarters’
inspection, and the least let-up in discipline or sanitation would have been
a serious matter because of the crowded conditions. Such military train-
ing as could be carried out on board ship was performed. There were
early morning calisthenics and classes such as airplane recognition and
fire direction procedure. About the third day it was generally accepted
that our destination would be North Africa, and classes in Arabic then
became part of the daily program.

Our twelve-days boat ride passed rather quickly and without incident.
Morale remained high. There was a strong undercurrent of emotion
because we were going into something new and no one knew exactly what
it would be like, It may be recalled that at the date of our passage the
war in North Africa was still going on; however, the progress was in
favor of the Allies. On approaching Oran, ammunition was passed to all
individuals for their small arms. Everyone wondered how soon they
would get into the fight. The convoy arrived at Oran Harbor on 13 April.
Debarkation of personnel was begun immediately, Our battalion was put
ashore in the late afterncon and evening; then we were taken by truck
to a bivouac area near Ossi Ben Qakbar, some fifteen miles southeast
of Oran. Here, we found ourselves on a barren rock hillside where we
were to bivouac for five days while our equipment was unloaded from
the transport. During this time, long hikes were taken through the
country to get rid of our sea legs and to get in physical shape. This
was our introduction to North Africa and to the Arab natives. The
country turned out fo be better than we had expected and the natives,
worse,

It may be recalled that our transportation had been turned in when
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we left the States; we were, therefore, without any vehicles at this time.
After considerable confusion, our organizational equipment was unloaded
and assembled in the battalion area. Inasmuch as we were without
trucks, our first movement was made by rail in World War I 40-and-8
cars. This move took us about a hundred miles south to Magenta. We
stayed in the Magenta area for one month; during this time, extensive
military and physical training were carried on to make ourselves ready
for combat. The battalion was issued its vehicles; howitzers and equip-
ment were put in first-class shape.

During the early part of May, the war in North Africa was brought
to a successful conclusion. This was somewhat of a relief to us as there
was always the possibility, although remote, that we would join the con-
flict. During the last weeks of the Africa campaign, some of our officers
and enlisted men—personnel from the forward observer and liaison sec-
tions-—were sent to the front to observe and gain the experience of actual
combat. It was during the early part of May that we were introduced
to our friend (?) Atabrine. Atabrine is a little yellow pill taken as a
preventive against malaria, At first, it was doubtful whether the disease
itself could be any worse than the effects of the preventive, Initially,
almost everyone got sick; however, our systems quickly became accus-
tomed to the drug, and we continued to take it untii November, when
we were in Italy.

During the last week in May, we moved from Magenta to the vicinity
of Rabat, French Moroceo, on the northwest coast of Africa. This move-
ment took three days and covered five hundred miles. This trip which
was made in ogur own trucks gave us real opportunity to see a great deal
of North Africa, Upon arrival at Port Lyautey, the battalion set up
bivouac in the cork forest about five miles south. During our six-weels
stay in this pleasant area, extensive training was carried on in simulated
combat conditions and in infantry artillery combat teamn operations. The
stay at Port Lyautey will be remembered by all ranks for the enjoyable
times spent swimming in the Atlantic, the trips to town, sight-seeing
tours to Rabat, and the American Red Cross clubs.

Early in July the division returned to the Oran area, and our bat-
talion arrived at the Arzew area on 4 July after an uneventful! two-days
motor march. In this area the battalion was bivouaced in tents on the
sand dunes just off the shores of the Mediterranean. During the month
of July, we participated in various types of combat training such as street
fighting, hand-to~-hand combat, mines and booby traps, rifle firing, and
obstacle courses.

The battalion made another move at the end of July, this time to
the vicinity of Slissen, some eighty miles south of Arzew, At Slissen we
participated in the Fifth Army battle training, a special battle indoe-
trination course which attempted to simulate battle conditions as closely
as possible, including the firing and being under the fire of many calibers
of friendly and enemy weapons. This course was drawn to a hasty con-
clusion on 6 August. The next day we again moved back to the vicinity
of Arzew.
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_ It may be recalle? that the invasion of Sicily had taken place a
month prior to this date, and conjectures were being made as to the
“who, when and where” of the next major operation. The month of
August was spent in training and planning for amphibious operations.
The training began with the work of individual teams and the loading of
guns and trucks into LCVPs and also on DUKWs. Later the work was
coordinated into battalion problems and then into combat teams and
division problems. The tempo of our activities increased from day to day
as our training and preparation were brought to a conclusion. By the
end of the month, although no official information was released, it was
generally accepted that we would participate in an amphibious invasion
somewhere on the European continent in the not-too-distant future. The
final step and preparation were the waterproofing of all guns, trucks,
radios and other equipment. This was done in a very thorough manner
and, of necessity, immobilized all of our rolling stock and equipment.
The emotion of the time was heightened by visits from Lt. Gen. Clark
and finally by Gen. Eisenhower. After these visits we all knew that we
were {o participate in something BIG.

“Comrades Maroc”
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Chapter III

Invasion of the Continent of Europe

and Establishing a Beachhead

September 1943

The 132nd Field Artillery Battalion was assigned the mission of
direct support of the 142nd Infantry Regiment reinforced in Ship-to-Shore
Operation. This operation was to be Invasion of Italy in Agropoli Area
near Paestum. The mission of the 36th Division was to seize and hold a
beachhead for landing of other American Forces—141st Infantry rein-
forced on the right; 142nd Infantry reinforced on the left; 143rd Infantry
reinforced in reserve. Naval gunfire was allotted to each regiment for
artillery support prior to landing of howitzers. Two naval liaison officers,
Ens, Woodmore and Guthe, were assigned to the 132nd Field Artillery
Battalion. Forward observers of each battery (A, B, & C) were trained
in conduct of naval gunfire. Six shortwave radio sets were furnished
this battalion, in addition to TBA, for direct communication with firing
ships.

The 132nd Field Artillery Battalion, under command of Lt. Col. John
N. Green, embarked from Mers kI Kebir, Algeria, North Africa, on 3 Sep-
tember 1943. Loaded plan follows: howitzers and howitzer sections (on
DUWK’s) from Batteries A, B, & C, and Battery Executives-—1st Lt.
Robert W, Plunkett, Battery A: 1st Lt. Estes BE. Griffith, Battery B; 1st
Lt. Willemotte S. Curtis, Battery C—all under command of Maj. Clifford
M. Snow, Battalion Executive, aboard LST-HMS Bruiser. Capt. John R.
Gabbert, Battery Comander of Battery “A", and party; 1st Lt. John F.
Shirk, F.O. of Battery “A”, and detail; 1st Lt. Dalton Y. Medlen, L.O.
No. 1, and detail; Capt. Harold B. Golding, Battalion S-3: 2nd Lt. John
J. Wickham, Asst, Executive and Motor Officer of Battery “A™; and
Battery “A"” D-Day vehicles aboard USS Lyons with 1st Battalion, 142nd
Infantry. Capt. John D. Bennett, Battery Commander of Battery “B"”,
and party; 2nd Lt. Stanley Chapman, F.0. of Battery “B”, and detail;
Ist Lt, Charles L. Hearn, L.O. No. 2, and detail; Ens. Alfred D. Guthe,
Naval Liaison Officer No. 1, and detail; Capt. Floyd D. Gattis, Battalion
Asst. S-3 with Fire Direction Survey party; 2nd Lt. Royal H. Seward,
Battery “B” Asst, Executive; and Battery “B" D-Day vehicles aboard
USS Dickman with 2nd Battalion, 142nd Infantry. Capt. Mark L. Hodges,
Battery Commander of Battery “C”, and party; 1st Lt. James A, Stout,
F.0. of Battery “C", and detail; 1st Lt. Gaines M. Boyle, L.0. No. 3, and
detail; Ens. George R. Woodmore, Naval Liaison Officer No. 2, and detail;
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Lt. Col. John N, Green, Battalion Commander; 1st Lt. Louis N. Quast,
Battalion Asst, S-2 and FDC, Survey party; and Battery “C” N-Day
vehicles aboard USS Barnett with 3rd Battalion, 142nd Infantry. Head-
guarters battery under command of Capt. Joseph T. Brown, and Service
Battery under command of Capt. Herbert C. Bishop, and Medical Detach-
ment under command of Capt. Lloyd M. Southwick, Capt. Richard L.
Ellegood, Battalion $-2 aboard HMS Marnix, Convoy sailed from Mers
El Kebir on 5 September 1943,

Maps and orders were distributed after sailing. D-Day was an-
nounced as 9 September 1943, and H-Hour set as 0330 hours. Rendezvous
point, routes, and gun positions were directed in battalion order as select-
ed from maps and photos, Men were instructed in duties after landing
and were instructed by maps and photos on nature of terrain and routes
to follow. Landing craft loading was practiced several times enroute.
Forward observers were organized to conduct naval gunfire.

On the evening of the 8th radio loudspeakers on the ships gave the
announcement of the surrender of Italy. There was great rejoicing over
this news. This was a sort of relief to the anticipation of the fight for
the morrow. Regardless, the German enemy had not decided to with-
draw from Italy. This fact was not fully realized by many until after
debarkation on the 9th when the full force of this fact hit us hard.

Debarkation commenced on schedule, and the first waves of the
142nd Infantry hit beaches, Red and Green, at 0330 hours, 9 September
1943. Battery commanders, liaison officers, forward observers, naval
liaison officers, field artillery battalion commanding officer, Battalion
Asst. S-3, and Battalion Asst. S-2 landed in first four assault waves with
infantry battalions of 142nd Infantry Regiment. The naval Liaison Offi-
cer No, 1 SCR 284 set was damaged and lost in debarkation when one
of the landing craft fouled on the dabit. This same accident caused Lt.
Col. Graham, Commanding Officer, 2nd Battalion, 142nd Infantry, to
change boats and to land in boat No. 32 in third wave with our Asst. S-3.
The assault waves landed under severe and punishing machine Zun cross
fire, mortar and artillery fire. The Germans had the sand dunes filled
with machine gun positions and many mortar positions, When the land-
ing craft began hitting the beaches, the Germans sent up flares and by
that light began shooting at our troops and landing craft. At frequent
intervals they would send up veri lights or flares to locate our troops in
the dunes and then renew fire, actually potting at our troops with mortars
as we moved through the dunes. Tec-5 William R. Lentz was wounded
by mortar fire while making his way through dunes with the survey
party. Enemy reinforcements arrived in trucks and moved out into
position. During the hours of darkness before dawn, the enemy artillery
kept firing into the beach area; after daylight artillery fire of the enemy
was placed on observed targets and areas. Some of our infantry landed
and crossed cultivated fields under a time-fire concentration of appar-
ently one battery, 88mm guns fired on single targets such as DUWK’s
and vehicles. The forward observers and liaison officers made their way
through the fire to join their respective infantry organizations., During
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a tank attack in Paestum about 0825 hours, Capt. Hodges was severely
wounded and Pvt, Salvatore Alfano was killed by machine gun fire,

Howitzers and sections in DUWK's landed on Red Beach under com-
mand ol battery executives about 0830 hours. They were due to land at
0500 hours, but were held offshore because of the heavy hostile fire on
the beach. Even when the DUKW's were coming in, heavy artillery fire
was raking the beach. Direct hits on three DUWK's carrying howitzers
were scen, but turned out to be from another battalion. Our howitzers
were all landed together, except two from Battery “A” and one from
Battery “C” which separated in the boat assembly area about one mile
offshore. The four Battery “B” howitzers and Executive Officer, three
of the Battery “C” howitzers and Executive Officer, and two of the Bat-
tery “A" howitzers landed together on Red Beach, unloaded from
DUWK’s; and Lts. Curtis and Griffith organized a position as one large
battery about 300 vards inland Irom the beach. They established radio
communications with division artillery and with 1st and 3rd Liaison
Officers. The German artillery tried unsuccessfully to adjust on this
position, One howitzer from Battery “C", 4th Seetion, under Sgt, Janak,
landed and was put into position with Battery “C", 133rd Field Artillery
Battalion, and remained in action there until Lt, Curtis learned its loca-
tion, sent for the section, and had it rejoin the battery at the second
position. The two Battery “A” howitzers landed, under command of Lt.
Plunkett, farther to the north and went inio a bosition with two guns of
the 133rd Field Artillery Battalion. There, the Battery “A” guns received
tank warning and prepared for it; but the attack did not materialize,
The two guns rejoined the battalion about 1400 hours in the second
position,

The battalion was placed in position at the rendezvous area and
commenced firing about 1300 hours. Initially, there were four howitzers
from Battery “B”, three from Battery “C”, and two from Battery “A”,
organized in one position under Lis, Curtis and Griffith, Fire Direction
center was set up in vicinity of gun positions and functioned at once.

Lt. Medlen, 1..0. No. 1, reported over radio a tank casualty by one
of his detail, and so Lt. Seward was sent out to join the Ln. Detail and
to replace Lt. Medlen. The fourth howitzer of Battery “C” and the two
from Battery “A™ joined the battalion about 1500 hours. We fired nine
missions in this position expending approximately 470 rounds of 105mm
armnmunition. Forward observers, laison officers, and the two naval -
fire liaison officers accompanied the infantry battalion F.0’s and con-
ducted naval gunfire in support of the infantry. Both Ln, Officers and
F.O. Officers conducted fire of the battalion, Smoke wag used for first
round of each adjustment to facilitate sensing for the observer. Targets
were designated by map coordinates and by location with respect to ref-
erence points which had been picked and numbered prior to landing,
Adjustments were made with one piece, pending adequate supply of am-
munition. The various elements of the battalion joined the unit at the
rendezvous point as they landed from ships and made their way to the
rendezvous,
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Forward observers (Lt. Shirk, Battery “A”; Lt. Chapman, Battery
“B”; Lt. Stout, Battery “C”) accompanied 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Battalions
of 142nd Infantry and rendered support with naval gunfire and with
howitzer fire of this battalion. Lt. James Stout, Battery “C” F.O., with
his party landed with 3rd Battalion, 142nd Irfantry, north of the proper
landing beach and made his way under heavy fire through drainage
canals and fields to the Main Coastal Highway No. 18 about 1500 yards
north of Paestum. There, the unit turned north on the highway and
enemy mortar fire and artillery fire got plenty hot. Six German Mark 1V
tanks got into their rear; the individuals were ordered to separate by
about 150 yards to avoid offering a profitable target to the enemy tanks.
After the attack, they reassembled and moved about a mile to the east
toward the objective of 3rd Battalion, 142nd Infantry, Here, Ens. Wood-
more and a radio detail stayed behind with a shortwave radio and estab-
lished contact with their ship. Lt Ashcroft of 3rd Battalion, 142nd
Infantry, operated the radio. Lt. Stout’s party laid wire forward from
the radio to the command post. Lt. Stout brought naval fire on about
twenty-five scattered German tanks in vicinity of target-55 (a road
junction near the base of Mt. Soprano). Thirty minutes later, more
tanks approached the same spot; and Li. Stout conducted another mission
with naval fire against them. About this time Lt. Boyle informed Lt.
Stout that artillery shells fell on Ens. Woodmore’s position, killing Ens.
Woodmore, Pvt. Sidney P. V. Webb and Pvt. Jack Lindley while they
were operating the radio which conducted the naval gunfire. The 3rd
Battalion remained on its objective hill (Defissa Monte) until noon of
the next day.

Lt, Chapman was with the 2nd Battalion, 142nd Infantry, and landed
on Green Beach under heavy hostile fire, Their landing craft had to slow
up three times before reaching shore because of flares. They landed and
made their way with the F.O. section about 0430 hours to the coastal
voad where the section was pinned down by artillery fire and machine
gun fire. Cpl. Wilfred S. Clunk was killed here. The section scattered
and became disorganized. Lt. Chapman tried to gather the men together.
Unable to do so, he continued by himself to the railroad station at Paes-
tum and met Capt. Spence, Co. “F”, 142nd Infantry. Together they
started with seven infantrymen to the objective of the 2nd Battalion,
142nd Infantry, which was high ground at the western end of Mt. Soprano.
They found two artillerymen from 133rd Field Artillery Battalion with
a shortwave radio. An infantry captain pointed out the location of an
enemy gun battery which had been putting effective fire on our troops.
Lt. Chapman fired on the battery with the 133rd Field Artillery Battalion
with good results. Lt, Chapman, Tec-4 McGinnis, and Pfc. Veal of Bat-
tery “B" got a shortwave radic about 1400 hours. They rejoined the
2nd Battalion at their objective and received instructions from its bat-
talion commander, Lt. Col. Graham, They established observation on
the high ground to the nerth of the infantry position and turned the
radio over to Ens. Guthe for conduct of naval fire.

Lt. Shirk and party landed in an LCM about 0500 hours as part of
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the reserve battalion and made the landing under heavy machine gun and
mortar fire. They moved inland about §00 yards from the beach. Sgt.
Berry set up their radio, but could not contact the firing ship. They
moved on and set up the radio again near a railroad station and this time
were able to contact the firing ship. Lt. Shirk got two salvos on the
mountain to orient himself, Observation was bad, so he moved on, and
met five German tanks. Though he tried to get fire on them, they
managed to escape. The party met Lt. Col. Barron and Capt, Sprague
in an apple orchard near Paestum and went with them to the mountain
north of Paestum, They set up their radio again about 1100 hours, but
could not contact their firing ship. They did contact the Edison, how-
ever, and commenced firing on tanks and enemy batteries, ILt. Shirk
fired until about 1800 hours, expending approximately 1000 rounds. Re-
sults of firing were extremely good. He positively knocked out two enemy
gun batteries of 88's and crippled or knocked out a minimum of fifteen
tanks and an indefinite number of troops and vehicles. To quote the
words of Sgt. Berry, Lt. Shirk's radio operator, “Lt. Shirk told me that
we positively knocked out two gun batteries and fifteen tanks. In my
own estimation, I think that Lt. Shirk saved the day with his firing. That
night we dug in and it was quiet for the rest of the evening.”

The liaison officers, Lt. Medlen, Ln. Officer No. 1, Lt, Hearn, No. 2,
and Lt. Boyle, No. 3, accompanied their respective infantry battalions.
Lt. Medlen and his party landed alone on Green Beach under heavy fire
from German mortars and 88's, They crossed the beach on the double
and set up communications in a ditch near a bridge while Lt. Medlen and
Sgt. Mansell worked forward up a wooded draw to find a place where
they could have observation for naval fire. They encountered fire from
snipers and ran into German Mark IV tanks; Sgt. Mansell was wounded
in the leg by fragmentation from the tank fire. A nearby infantryman
threw Lt. Medlen’s maps to Pvt. Lloyd and told him to leave. Later, Pvt,
Lloyd and Pfc. Davidson went back to where Lt. Medlen was last seen,
but no sign of him could be found. Sgt, Mansell was taken back to an
Aid Station for treatment.

Liaison Officer No, 2, Lt. Hearn, landed with the 2nd Battalion,
142nd Infantry, “We were about 75 vards offshore. The beach was quiet
and we thought the invasion was going to be relatively simple. Then the
first wave landed and all hell seemed 1o break loose as all types of enemy
fire opened up. Two artillery shells burst near my boat—no casualties.”
On the beach the party was split up. Sgt. Dahlberg was wounded about
0340 hours by mortar fire. Lt. Hearn and one of his party made their
way toward Paestum with some infantrymen they met on the highway,
but were held up by enemy machine gun fire and snipers. They saw a
battery of artillery, which turned out to be the 15Ist Field Artillery
Battalion, occupy a position near the road. Almost immediately there
was a tank attack from the southeast. The battery fired point blank at
the tanks at a range of 400 yards. The first round was a direct hit.
About four tanks were knocked out during this attack. Lt Hearn met
Pfc, Malizia from his detail ang learned that Battery “B” was at the
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DUWK unloading point; so they went there to get the part of the radio
that Sgt. Dahlberg had left behind. When they started forward they
heard of a tank attack and went to the highway to investigate, but no
tanks were seen. They continued to the first objective of the 2nd Bat-
talion, 142nd Infantry, and arrived there about 1500 hours. They then
set up and registered our Battery “B” on the check point which was a
road north of Mt. Soprano.

The 3rd Liaison Section under Lt. Boyle became separated under
the fire at the beach; and four of the men, Cpl. Lisdero, Pvt. Ritter, Pvt.
Wacker, and Pvt. Morris, found Lt. Col. McDonald, Commanding Officer
of 3rd Battalion, 142nd Infantry, near Paestum. They stayed with the
colonel, carrying their section’s radio when 88mm fire began falling on
them. Pvt. Morris was wounded and, after rendering first aid to him,
the section left him behind while they followed the infantry commander.
Tanks attacked their position, and at 1300 hours they sent in coordinates
and requested a fire mission. (Nature of target: 7 tanks.) They got
fire on these tanks; and later reports proved that two of them were
disabled. The section moved to a new position under a tank attack and
continued to send in fire missions on enemy tanks and infantry, Results
were that firing ceased. Lt Boyle was contacted at 1700 hours; and they
stayed in position overnight.

The battalion displaced at 2300 hours, 9 September 1943, under cover
of darkness. The CP and FDC were set up in a farm house. Twelve
missions were fired, using 1195 rounds of 105 ammunition. A request was
received for fire on the town of Altavilla from 142nd Infantry. This was
beyond our range, so the request was forwarded to division artillery, and
the mission was fired by another battalion. Lt. Quast reported by radio
that he was unable to contact liaison detail because they kept moving.
Lt. Seward was equipped and sent out as Liaison Officer No. 1. Lt. Quast
did not return to the battalion until noon 10 September after trying all
the while to find the radio and remainder of Lt. Medlen's section. Lt,
Shirk’s detail, with 1st Battalion, 142nd Infantry, moved up to a hill near
Altavilla about 1100 hours. He registered batteries on a check point,
There was not much activity that day in Lt. Shirk’s sector other than
intermittent shelling by 8%'s.

Lt. Seward joined the liaison detail replacing Lt. Medlen. He and his
men contacted Lt, Col. Barron's 1st Battalion, 142nd Infantry. They ad-
vanced and set up a CP on high ground north of Altavilla about 1430
hours. About an hour and a half later they were in the midst of a tank
attack of approximately twenty-five German tanks. Lt. Seward adjusted
artillery fire on them; and the effect must have been good, because it
drove the tanks off.

Lt. Chapman with 2nd Battalion, 142nd Infantry, moved up the ridge
to the crest of Mt. Soprano and on to Mt. Vesole, meeting no resistance
except snipers. They established observation at many places as the
infantry moved forward to positions above Rocoa D’ Aspide. Upon arrival
at this position, they found that the Germans had blown the bridge
across the Calore River. Rocoa D’Aspide was being shelled, and enemy
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vehicles were observed leaving and taking cover. Lt. Chapman called
for fire on them, adjusted it, and observed good effect. He was ordered
at dark to 2nd Battalion CP for instructions.

Lt. Stout and his section, Cpl. Mecinski, Cpl. West, and Pvts. Adels-
perger, Patterson, and Walker, with 3rd Battalion, 142nd Infantry, re-
mained in position of Defina Monte until about noon of 10 September
when the 3rd Battalion began to move to the east with orders to take
Albanella. Men in the detail were very tired from carrying the heavy
radios. They encountered no opposition until they reached the foot of
the hill near Albanella where sniper fire was encountered, They stopped
to determine the strength of the enemy. Lt. Boyle began giving fire
missions on targets around Albanella, but his radio began to get weak.
Lt. Stout took up his missions at about 1700 hours. This firing was
effective for it routed the enemy. After our artillery fire lifted, the
infantry advanced without opposition and reached the top of the hill
nearly exhausted, They stayed here for the night,

The battalion displaced at 2345 hours, 10 September 1943, under
cover of darkness to a new position. Coordinates of positions and base
angles were determined by the survey section. Eight fire missions were
fired in this position, using 867 rounds of 105 amunition. Lt Seward
adjusted the fire of this battalion on a concentration of German tanks.
There were eight tanks destroyed or disabled and the balance were driven
back and dispersed. Snipers wounded two men in Battery “C” position.

Lieutenants Seward and Shirk with the 1st Battalion, 142nd Infantry,
moved into Altavilla about 1100 hours and then to the hills beyond, seek-
ing O.P.s, Lt. Shirk’s detail was subjected to time fire. They tried to
get to Hill 424, but met small arms fire, Lt. Seward established an O.P.
on the forward slope of the hill ahove Altavilla. Lt. Shirk left Pvts.
Brooks and Godbey outside of town with his radio, while he and Sgt.
Wade went up to establish an O.P. on the hill. They were accompanied
by Company “A” and ran a line up under heavy enemy fire. Lt. Shirk
called to the 132nd F.A. Battalion CP twice during the night and had
batteries Iaid on coordinates awaiting further observation. The telephone
line was broken between him and the radio and no contact was made
with him after that. Lt. Shirk and Sgt. Wade were missing in action
during the night 11 September and early morning 12 September 1943,

Lt. Chapman and Lt. Hearn with 2nd Battalion advanced without
opposition. Lt. Hearn advanced with part of the 2nd Battalion around
the north edge of Mt Soprano. Apparently they were the first Amer-
icans there, because a wild reception ensued. They were kissed and
cheered by the civilians who told them that there had been 600 to T00
Germans in that vicinity but that they had pulled out to the north. Lt.
Chapman established an OP, on top of Mt, Soprane.

The battalion displaced at 2000 hours under cover of darkness to
positions below Altavilla, The FDC was initially set up in a small house
during the night: at dawn the CP and FDC were moved {6 a creek in

good defilade, and a dugout construction was begun,

The balance of the night, 11-12 September 1943, was spent in com-
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parative quiet after the move to the new position just south of Altavilla.
Spasmodic communications were held through the night with 1st Battal-
ion, 142nd Infantry, whose area was rapidly becoming the center of inter-
est. The 2nd Battalion had met little or no resistance and had moved
out of range of our light field pieces; and reassuring reports of all quiet
came from Lts, Hearn and Chapman. The 3rd Battalion, 142nd Infantry,
had attained their objectives and were quietly holding their ground. Jerry
seemed to have more interest in the high ground that the 1st Battalion
held. In the rapidly expanding beachhead the battalion of infantry had
occupied a large area of high ground and, in fact, had bitten off more
than it could hold. The morning of the 12th brought loss of contact with
Lts. Shirk and Seward. Lieutenant Shirk's telephone line was broken;
and Li. Seward's line was blown out by the shelling in the town. Since
about 0200 hours, Lt, Seward’s radio was out because it had to be de-
stroyed when his party was surrounded by German patrols. This was
done under orders of an infantry officer in order to prevent capture and
use of equipment by the enemy. Sounds of machine gun and rifle fire
were heard from all parts of the hill. Various reports began to dribble in
to the CP, and the situation became rather cloudy. A liaison officer from
151st Field Artillery Battalion was assigned to us since the 151st was
to reinforee our fires, Also present was a liaison officer from the 151st
Field Artillery Battalion for the same purpose. QOur positions received
enemy artillery fire all day from various calibered guns. At times the
shelling got extremely heavy; and it seemed the men spent half the time
falling to the ground to avoid stopping shell fragments. The whine of
approaching shells got to be familiar, and the ability of each person to
judge where they were going to hit improved to a surprising degree of
accuracy. After a few hours one didn’t bother to duck in a hole nor fall
flat after cocking an ear to the sound and deciding a shell was going over.
But always in case of doubt a fellow did a belly-flopper into any nearby
slit trench. The men by this time were really trench-conscious, and
none of them needed encouragement to dig in at each and every pause
of enough duration to unsling a pick or shovel.

We learned that a battalion of the 143rd Infantry was in reserve on
a hill to our south about a mile away, Also our tanks began to mill
round us, and the tank commander came into the CP to get the situation.
The tanks drew down more fire on us so his presence was not so welcome
as one might think. We began sending observation parties up to the
infantry to get observation and fire on the Germans. We sent out Capt.
Joseph T. Brown and Lt. Oscar B. Colley in a radio car to the hill about
1300 hours, Their orders were to contact the 1st Battalion, 142nd In-
fantry, and to establish observation and communications. No word was
heard from the party after it left the CP. Their car and equipment were
later found well up on the hill. Capt. Brown, we later found out, had
been captured: and Lt. Colley had been killed. Lt, Quast organized a
detail and went out about half an hour later with the mission of estap-
lishing liaison with the infantry CP. He found the CP and checked in
over wire communications and tried to extend the wire to Hill 424 where
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observers were supposed to be in place. When he and his detail got
within 300 yards of the objective, he was stopped by machine gun fire.
The line would not test back from this point, so the detail ran the line
back only to find the infantry CP and switchboard abandoned. Lit. Quast
said, “Got up to a few hundred yards of Capt, Brown and Lt. Colley and
we were fired on by MG 34's. Found our wire was dead, so traced back
to town to find the cause. Here we found that our troops had pulled out
of the town. Not one soldier could be seen. Fired on again by the Ger-
mans so we also took out from town down the mountainside and back to
our lines. Feared the worst for Capt. Brown and Lt Colley.”

Capt. Bennett was sent up with a detail to establish observation
about 1330 hours. On the way up he met Lt. Seward and together they
found observation. They got two infantry radios from D Company to
relay commands to their other radio and went up to hill abhove Altavilla
around to the left (Hill 424) flank. Capt. Bennett said, “Advanced to
hill above Altavilla to left flank. T was using an infantry radio. In-
structed Sgt. Prater, Cpl. Gideon, Pvts. Shepherd and Wade to take our
radio and one infantry radio back down to a safe place while Lt. Seward
and T went forward for observation. Enemy infantry advanced on the
hill from all directions at the base, when our calls for artillery fire pinned
them down. Meanwhile a small group of our troops went to the top of
the ridge. On top of the ridge, unable to observe due to small arms and
MG fire, we shifted artillery fire to right where the enemy was coming.
Being unable to communicate with our radio, Lt. Seward, party, and I
tried to make it back to ammunition dump with infantry ammunition
carriers to get arnmunition. We went for our communications in town.
Enemy advancing rapidly. We found Battery “A” jeep with a radio that
was in working order. Enemy shell fire began. I said to the group with
me, ‘We cannot leave this jeep and radio in town'. Pvt. John R. Lloyd
of Headquarters Battery said, ‘Captain, I'm game to drive this vehicle
down the hill if you go with me’. We got in the jeep and started down
the hill. Artillery shells were falling all around us. We came between
two wrecked buildings on the right of us which blocked the road. A shell
hit within twenty yards of the vehicle. Every one except Pvt. Lloyd
went over the wall on the right side. Lloyd was last seen still going
down the road.” .

Capt. Gabbert from Battery “A” went out and established & battery
O.P. Lt. Wickham went up the hill laying wire as he went with the mis-
sion of getting wire communication to Capt. Brown, He made it up the
hill where he found Capt. Brown's car, but Capt, Brown was missing.

The Germans launched an attack in force about 1700 hours after
previously shelling the hills and town all day with artillery and mortars.
The 1st Battalion, 142nd Infantry, was forced to withdraw, and the men
were somewhat disorganized as they came down the hill under intense
MG fire from the now familiar ripping MF 34’s. 'The infantry formed up
for a stand along the line of gun positions of the 132nd Field Artillery
Battalion; and the 3rd Battalion, 143rd Infantry, started up to stop the
German advance. Truck convoys were called to haul in other doughboys’
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units to plug up the hole. The situation got very hard on the nerves as
shelling of positions and CP became heavier. News of a big tank battle
to our west began to trickle in, and the sound of heavy guns in that
direction did not ease the situation. Jerry each day at dusk was giving
the beach a bombing; and an occasional dogfight and a flamer lit up the
sky. Capt. Bennett and Lt Seward returned to the CP, and Lt. Quast

came back.

Plans for a counterattack were made and finished during the night.
Prearranged fires were completed just in time to fire the preparation at
0545 hours on the morning of 13 September 1943, This preparation was
fired by 132nd Field Artillery Battalion, 151st Field Artillery Battalion,
155th Field Artillery Battalion and lasted until 0600 hours. The fire was
laid on hills above Allavilla, The fire was lifted at 0600 hours. The
range was increased about 200 yards and kept up until 0639 hours at
which time the fire was lifted another 200 yards and kept up until 0700
hours, A volley of smoke was fired as the last volley of preparation, and
several volleys of smoke were fired in other preparations. The infantry
assault troops were the 3rd Battalion, 143rd Infantry; 1st Battalion, 142nd
Infantry; and the 3rd Battalion, 142nd Infantry. We sent Lt. Quast as
our observer with the 1st Battalion, 142nd Infaniry. Lts. Boyle and Stout
were with the 3rd Battalion, 142nd Infantry. We lost contact for awhile
with the infantry, but observers from 133rd Field Artillery Battalion were
with their infantry, 3rd Battalion, 143rd. We had a radio car of 133rd
Field Artillery Battalion at our CP to maintain communication with their
two observers, Capt. Giles and Li. Richmond,

We kept continuously busy handling missions for the six observers
who were up on Altavilla. The attack was successful in the main since
high ground above Altavilla was taken and Lt. Quast observed and ad-
justed fire from there with very good results on parts of the 16th Panzer
Division. However, Hill 424 to the east was held by the Germans who
were not dislodged. ILt. Quast said, “I set up my radio on the front line
where I had good observation on the valley to the north. I had a good
time adjusting fire on the Panzer Division as they came down a road on
which I had good observation. The 15th Grenadiers took the hill to our
right and gave us hell from that quarter.” Lt. Quast adjusted fire of the
132nd Field Artillery Battalion and 155th Field Artillery Battalion on
those troops and vehicles. He alse adjusted fire on Hill 424 at dusk that
evening—a hill known to be held by the Germans,

At 1240 hours, 13 September 1943, a hit was made in Battery “B”
gun position while that battery was firing a mission, and Chief of Section,
Sgt. Stewart Clark, was killed by fragments. Brig. Gen. Cowles, 36th
Division Artillery Commander, spent the night of 12 September and most
of the day of 13 September in the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion CP,
He had with him part of his staff and issued his orders from there. He
told us that ours was definitely the hot spot of the battle.

All that day the fighting was heavy on the hills and our infantry
seemed to be making no headway. About dusk all battalions began to
withdraw. The 133rd Field Artillery Battalion observers were withdrawn
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about dusk. The artillery received orders to prepare to displace positions,
Positions were reconnoitered on the south side of Defissa Monte, and at
0100 hours, 14 September 1943, the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion moved
under cover of darkness. We learned that a defensive line was being
formed extending northwest to Hill M. S. Chirko and southeast to high
ground around Albanella. All the artillery of the division successfully
displaced positions to our flanks and rear. Al of our infantry began a
withdrawal to that line except the 3rd Battalion, 143rd Infantry, which
held fast the ground to the northwest of Altavilla, Lt. Quast remained
wih the 3rd Battalion, 143rd Infantry, and his radio proved to be the
only communication which this isolated unit had with the division. The
Germans had closed around them. Paratroopers landed that night and
began to organize on the high ground, putting out several O.P.s. The
paratroopers turned out to be the 82nd Airborne. We remained in this
position for five days.

Our observation was organized on high ground, putting out several
O.P.s. Officers on these O.P.s were: Capt. Bennett, Lts. Curtiss, Wick-
ham, Ruffin, Chapman, Stout, Boyles, Hearn, and Seward. Direct tele-
phone lines to each officer were laid. This communication was in addition
te radios that observers had. The battalion was kept busy day and night
shooting missions for our observers and for division artillery. Lt. Quast
escaped from Altavilla on the night of 14 September 1943, with 3rd Bat-
talion, 143rd Infantry, and rejoined the battalion on the morning of 15
September 1943. We were subjected to intermittent shelling in our posi-
tion, and on one occasion an accurate counter-battery was delivered
against Battery “A". We moved Battery “A™'s position that night; the
old position received another good shelling early the next morning. Lt.
Seward spotted the enemy battery firing and neutralized it. We fired
numerous missions on tanks and vehicles. The enemy kept sending out
roving tanks that kent up a constant harassing fire against our positions.
We in turn sent tanks against him or crashed down on his vehicle con-
centrations with division artillery or battalion concentrations. During
this period, two problems were ohserved and adjusted by infantry officers,
their sensings relayed through artillerymen who could not observe the
targets. We had excellent results on both missions.

On 16 September, the 505th Airborne moved out with the mission of
retaking high ground around Altavilla. Qur observers with the Airborne
were Lts. Quast, Wickham, Hearn, Ruffin, and Boyle. The 505th attained
their objective against hard enemy resistance. Jerry brought everything
down on them. Our artillery observers had some good shooting in this
action. Lt. Hearn, for example, got a very good counter battery adjust-
ment on a German battery with the 36th Field Artillery Battalion's
155mm rifles. He adjusted singly on twa of the guns that were plainly
visible; and, as best he could observe, he destroyed the pieces and many
of the gun crews. He ended up firing a battery volley of the 155's in
the position, He did this using a German B.C. scope captured at his
position. Lt. Wickham registered cne gun on a locality where he planned
a concentration to cover the advance of the Airborne troops.  About half
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an hour later on a time schedule, we laid in a battalion concentration for
three minutes. We received a gratifying report on the results of this
fire. A direct hit on a mortar position scattered Germans all over the
place. After the Airborne troops successfully occupied the ground, meet-
ing very little resistance, they found many German casualties——machine
gunners and riflemen. All were very well pleased with this short con-
centration. Lt, Hearn's party got two German mortar shells right in
their O.P. at 1115 hours, 17 September 1943. Pvt. Lehew was wounded
in the leg by a fragment. The whole party was badly shaken up by the
concussion and hastily retired from the position. Lt. Hearne found cuts
and holes made by fragments in his web equipment and in his field
glass case.

On the night of 18 September about 2000 hours, the 132nd Field
Artillery Battalion was placed in support of the O'Daniels force on the
left of the division sector and furnished the following officers with them:
Lts. Stout, Seward, Reed, and two observers from the 131st Field Artillery
Battalion. (Mission of 131st was to reinforce the fire of the 132nd Field
Artillery Battalion.) The 132nd Field Artillery Battalion displaced at
2230 hours to new positions: but we fired no mission at all from this
position, not even registration. The 36th Division Artillery informed us
about 0630 hours on the morning of 19 September that we would not fire
without clearing with division artillery. All was quiet in all sectors. Our
troops occupied the high ground around Altavilla. Lis, Quast and Hearn
reported enemy gun positions far to the north near Serre. These were
taken under fire by the 155mm guns using Air O.P.s.

During the night of 19 September, the 141st Infantry Regiment re-
lieved the O’Daniels force in the Altavilla area. Arrangements were made
with Col. Werner for our observers to contact the 141st elements to give
them artillery support during the relief of the unit at the front. No enemy
artillery or activity were encountered. The enemy was out of range of
our ariillery,

On the afternoon of the 19th, Lt. Plunkett relieved Lt. Quast at his
O.P.; and Lt. Griffith relieved Lt. Boyle at his O.P, All observers re-
ported all quiet and no enemy in range. Several activities were reported
far to the north and northwest, No firing ensued,

Our troops remained in their same position, maintaining observation
until 1350 hours Tuesday, 21 September 1943, when the battalion was
ordered to a bivouae for rest and replacements.

The bivouac area was within eight miles of Altavilla. On the 25th
a training program was started. This training program included physical
conditioning and training of all sections of the battalion. Stamina runs
and forced marches made up the major portion of the physical condi-
tioning, and most of the training was devoted to the technique of firing
artillery.

The purpose of training and working as part of a big team was now
very clear to us. Our baptism of fire had not been very long, but it had
been severe, and everyone was well aware of the necessity of hard train.
ing and preparation for the tough work ahead,.
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Chapter IV

Rest, Reorganization, Training,
and the One Hundred and Twenty Days
of Combat That Followed

October 1948

The battalion remained in the bivouac area north of Altavilla, con-
ducting normal training, until 13 October when, along with other units
of the division, it moved to another division bivouac area northwest of
Naples, The move to this ares was a pleasant journey, because everyone
Was anxious to see Naples and it seemed that the majority of the civilians
were happy to see us, However, we did not get to see much of Naples
that day. On the 15th the battalion started sending ten per cent on pass
to Naples twice a day. Before the end of October, everyone in the bat-
talion had been to Naples at least twice. All the while g busy training
schedule was carried out, and the battalion conducted several firing
problems.

November 1943

On 6 November 1943, the battalion moved under cover of darkness
to the 36th Division assembly area generally north of Capua, Italy. The
division movement was by combat team, the 142nd Regimental Combat
Team, making the movement between 1700 hours and 2100 hours. At-
tacheed for combat operations and making the march with this battalion
was Battery “B" 443 Anti-Aircraft, Movement of the battalion was pre-
ceded by a battalion quartering party on 3 November 1943,

From 2300 hours, 6 November, unti] 1815 hours, 16 November, the
battalion remained in the division area north of Capua, Camouflage,
maintenance and discipline were stressed throughout this period. Train-
ing consisted principally of physical conditioning of the men and practice

units of the 142nd Regimental Combat Team would relieve units of the
Tth Regimental Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, in the Mignano area.

The following morning the battalion commander, Lt. Col. Johny N.
Green, accompanied by battery commanders, left to make a reconnais-
sance of routes and positions and to make contact with the units of the
10th Field Artillery Battalion which we were to relieve, The party
returned to the battalion area around 1130 hours, 15 November; and ijt
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was learned that units of this battalion would relieve units of the 10th
Field Artillery Battalion in two groups during darkness on the nights of
16 and 17 November. Liaison Officer No. 1, 1st Lt. Remus L. Jones, and
party, with 1st Lt. John J. Wickham and 2nd Lt. Paul V. Reilly, Battery
“A" Forward Observers, with their parties, left at 1345 hours to make
contact with the respective groups they were to relieve and who were to
orient them on the ground as to enemy installations, locations, ete., prior
to the arrival of the battalion, The remaining liaison forward observer
parties were to leave at 30-minute intervals—Liaison Forward Observer
Group No. 2 composed of 1st Lt. Charles L. Hearn, 1st Lt. Virginius O.
Ruffin, and 2nd Lt. Donald C. Gilpin, Battery “B" Forward Observers,
with their parties; Group 3, 1st Lt. Gaines M. Boyle, Liaison Officer No. 3,
with party, Ist Lt James H. Stout and 2nd Lt. Bernard F. Reed, Battery
“C" Forward Observers, with parties. Plans were made for movement
of the batteries,

At 1000 hours, 16 November, Lt. Col. John N. Green, Capt. Floyd D.
Gattis, Asst. S-3, Headquarters Battery Commanding Officer, and party;
Battery “B" commanding officer and party; Battery “C” commanding
officer and party left the battalion command post for the advanced posi-
tion to organize battery areas for the arrival of “B", “C”, and Headquar-
ters Batteries after dark. At 1845 hours the convoy left for the new
location, Several days’ rain had made all roads in the Mignano area
next to impassable and mud chains were put on all vehicles before depar-
ture. The march was completed without incident but with considerable
delay en route caused by bypassing blown-out bridges and traffic supply-
ing front-line units. The route followed was Highway No. 6.

The convoy arrived in the new position around 2240 hours and went
into surveyed positions. An attempt to put “B” Battery in an advanced
position failed, because it was impossible to take vehicles more than a
few yards off of established roads, the mud being so deep. As it was, it
was necessary to use a tractor to put our “B” and “C"” Batteriy howitzers
into position and to remove the howitzers of “B’ and “C” Batteries, 10th
Field Artillery Battalion, which were pulled out that night. By 0300
hours, 17 November 1943, Batteries “B” and “C" were in position, laid
and ready to fire. Each battery was registered shortly after dawn, using-
an observer from the 3rd Division Artillery Air Section, The relief of
the 10th Field Artillery Battalion was completed after dark on the night
of 17 November with the arrival of Battery “A” and Service Battery, It
was again necessary to use tractors to place the Battery “A” howitzers 1
position and to remove the howitzersg of Battery “A", 10th Field Artillery
Battalion, Battery “A” was placed in surveyed position, and completed
occumation of the position was laid and ready to fire at about 0545 hours,
18 November. The Battery “A” position was an advanced position with
nothing more than slight defilade from enemy observation on Mt La
Defensa and Mt. Lungo. For this reason it was decided that Battery “A”
would not be used during the hours of darkness on harassing and inter-
diction fires, but would be used during darkness only on emergency mis-
sions. Relief of the Tth Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, by the
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142nd Infantry was accomplished during the hours of darkness on 16-17
November.

In general, operations from 17-30 November, inclusive, may be sum-
marized briefly. The situation throughout this period remained fairly
static with little activity on either side, other than constant patrolling by
our infantry units and a constant change of artillery fire. The relative
inactivity during these days may be attributed to several factors: first,
the seemingly never-ceasing rainfall which restricted movement to a
minimum and comfort to something that eould only be remembered, par-
ticularly by the men in the line; second, the bringing up and installation
of supporting artillery units and other troops and the planning of future
operations; and third, the difficulty in maintaining suitable communica-
tions. Wire lines, incuding those most carefully laid, were constantly
going out or being broken by enemy shell fire, by vehicular movement in
the mud (particularly tracked vehicles), and sometimes apparently for

ground by means of a phonograph needle, evidently work of some German
sympathizer. Never-ending servicing of all wire wasg required to keep
wire communications properly functioning. The constant rain and the
difficulty in keeping moisture away from the radios and batteries, com-
bined with a supply of battteries not up to standard as far ag quality was

ammunition throughout thijs period also presented a problem, greatly en-
hanced by the continuous rain. Long supply lines with next-to-impassable
roads made each ammunition haul a twelve-hour trip. The battery posi-
tions could only be supplied at night, and then each round had io be car-
ried by hand some 300-400 yards to the gun position, requiring many
hours each night.

Throughout the two-weeks period, one liaison officer and two forward
observers were in position with each infantry battalion. Initially, the
1st and 2nd Battalions, 142ng Infantry, were in position on the north-
eastern ridge of Mt La Defensa sloping toward Mignano, with the 2ngd
Battalion on the right. Mission of the 142nd Infantry was purely a de-
fensive mission—i.e., to hold the ridge installation. Thirg Battalion,
142nd Infantry, was in reserve in position near the foot of the mountain.
With British units on our left, with a mission during this period also on
a defensive nature, it was necessary that all defensive fires, harassing and

well as observed missions on targets picked up by our observers, were
fired upon in the British sector. In turn, Royal Artillery units assisted
in fires on targets in our sector. During this period, too, we had our
first introduction to what the British mean by the term, “Drum-Fire,”
with reference to their use of the twenty-five pounder. The Phrase is
very descriptive, . s
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Since the Germans had only recently occupied the area in which we
were now in position, it is only reasonable to suppose that they had
fairly accurate locations of most of the probable gun positions we could
occupy. This fact, coupled with the perfect observation they had from
Mt. Camino, Mt. La Defensa and Mt. Lungo, overlooking the entire valley
area, made us certain from the beginning that we would receive our share
of harassing fire and counter-battery. This proved to be the case since
Battery “B" position, Battery “C"” position, and the Headquarters Battery
and command post installations were subjected intermittently to harassing
fires, usually by one or two guns.

Our first casualties during this operation were received on 22 Novem-
per 1943 when a shell burst in Battery “C” area at about 1920 hours.
Three men walking guard were slightly wounded. On 23 November a
shell burst in the Battery “C" gun position, killing two men, seriously
wounding one, and slightly wounding another. On 24 November two
members of Battery “A" forward observer party were killed instantly
when a shell made a direct hit on the radio tent in which they were
sleeping. Two additional casualties were counted on 26 November when
two Battery “C” wiremen who were servicing wire lines a mile south of
Mignano were slightly wounded when a shell burst nearby. Much could
be written concerning the near misses.

Under cover of darkness on the night of 30 November, Batteries B”,
“C”, and Headquarters displaced to advanced positions in the vicinity of
Battery “A” position.

December 1943

In general throughout the month of December, the same difficulties
were encountered as those discussed in the narrative covering November
operations. The almost continuous rainfall restricted vehicular move-
ment, principally to established roads, and necessitated the use of tractors
or bulldozers to move the howitzers in or out of any position, Also, be-
cause of this factor, all howitzer positions were restricted to areas ad-
jacent to established roads.

The battalion position area was an exposed area with nothing more
than sight defilade from enemy chservation from Mt. Camino, Mt. La
Defensa, and Mt. Lungo. Necessarily all installation and movement of
supplies had to be at night. On the night of 30 November all of Battery
“B" howitzers were placed in position, but by daylight on 1 December
only two of the Battery “C” guns had been installed. This was due pri-
marily to the availability of only one bulldozer to assist in the oecupation
of the new positions. Occupation of the Battery “C” position was com-
pleted after darkness on 1 December. Throughout occupation of the new
area from about 1900 hours, 30 November, until about 0400 hours, 1 De-
cember, the command post area and the adjacent Mignano Highway were
shelled intermittently, approximately 55 rounds landing in the area, These
were mostly 105mm rounds, although some were 150mm and about three
were 160mm. There were eight or ten duds in the group.

Little firing was done by the battalion on 1-2 December because of
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the lack of flash defilade and also in order that all plans for the operation
“Raincoat” could be coordinated between the units participating. Our
mission throughout the operation was to support the attack of the 142nd
Infantry, which at 0620 hours, 3 December, was to seize and hold the Mt.
La Defensa Ridge 368 and the Mt. Maggoire Hill masses. Also, in direct
support of the 142nd Infantry (as a groupment under command of the
commanding officer, 132nd Field Artillery Battalion) was the 131st Field
Artillery Battalion (105mm), with the 155th Field Artillery Battalion
(155mm) reinforcing our fires on call. The attack of the 142nd Infantry
was coordinated with the attack of the 1st Special Service Force which
was to seize and hold Hill 960 (Mt. La Defensa) initially and the British
56th Division which was to take Monastery Ridge and Mi, Camino Peak
on the left, the whole constituting the operation.

In preparation for the operation many preliminary fires, close direct
support concentrations, and defensive fire plans to be used when the
final objectives were attained were all worked out by personnel of the
combat team, Throughout this operation, as in all operations, two for-
ward observer groups and one liaison party functioned with each of the
infantry battalions. In addition two battalion observation posts were
maintained, as well as command liaison with infantry regimental com-
mander at all times, either by the presence of the battalion commander,
Lt. Col. John N. Green, at the infantry command post, or his representa-
tive in his absence.

The success of the operation and of the next subsequent operation,
insofar as this battalion is concerned, can best be attested to by reference
to the letter of commendation initiated by Col. G. E. Lynch, Commanding
Officer, 142nd Regimental Combat Team, and the indorsements thereto.

The following is a true copy of the letter of commendation and in-
dorsement:

Ist Ind
HQ, 36th INFANTRY DIVISION, APO 36, U.S. Army, 23 December
1943
TO: Commanding Officer, 36th Division Artillerv, APO 36, U.S.
Army

1. The Division Commander has noted, on many occasions, the
firm, aggressive, active personal leadership of Lt. Col. John N. Green,
Commanding Officer, 132nd Field Artillery Battalion, and is also
aware of the very effective manner in which all of the resources of
the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion have been devoted to the close
support of Infantry units with which it has been associated. The
strong personal leadership of Lieutenant Colonel John N. Green is
principally responsible for the fact that the 132nd Field Artillery
Battalion has been able to effectively support the Infantry with which
it has been associated.

2. The magnificent work of the observation personnel, com-
munications personnel, transportation personnel and gun battery
personnel, working in cooperation under most difficult conditions of
terrain, weather and hardship, has earned for the 132nd Field Artil-
lery Battalion the highest compliments for efficiency in hattle,

3. I wish to add my commendation for the splendid service ren-
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dered by the officers and men of the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion
and itz Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel John N. Green.
Their fine spirit, devotion to duty and excellent teamwork is a real
contribution to the efficiency of the Division as a whole.
/s/ FRED L. WALKER
/t/ FRED L. WALKER
Major General, U.S, Army
Commanding

2nd Ind.
HEADQUARTERS, 36th Inf. Div. Arty, APO 36, U.S, Army,
25 December 1943

TO: C, 0. 132nd F.A. Bn,, APO 36, U.S. Army

1. The Division Artillery commander has noted with extreme
gratification the commendation originated by Lt, Col. G, E. Lynch,
142nd Infantry, and 1st Indorsement thereto by the Division Com-
mander,

2. I wish to add my comendation and congratulations on the
splendid work of your battalion and for your personal devotion to

duty and exemplary leadership.
/s/ WALTER W. HESS JR.
St/ WALTER W. HESS JR.
Colonel, Field Artillery
Commanding

HEADQUARTERS, 142nd INFANTRY
APO 38, U.8. ARMY

SUBJECT: Commendation
TO : The Commanding General, 36th Inf Div, APO 36, U.S. Army

1. The work of the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion during the
engagements of this Regimental Combat Team with the Germans on
Mt. Maggiore and Mt. Lungo during the period December 3 to De-
cember 19, 1943, was of such outstanding calibre that I feel honored
in being able to report its achievements to the Division Commander,
with the request that those achievements be made a matter of record
and unit history.

2, The Combat Team had swift and complete success in its ef-
forts. The part the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion played in attaining
these successes cannot be measured; however, it can be said that
without the support of that Battalion, the results would not have
approached those actually reached. Enemy counterattacks were de-
stroyed in the assembly phase; enemy truck columns were destroyed
by surprise fires; positions were softened by close direct support
fires, and in every step of the action, from planning to completion,
the personnel of the battalion were completely one with the 142nd
Infantry Regiment in forming a true combat team.

3. It is worthy of note that the probable reason for the success
attained by this battalion is that the commander himself, on his own
initiative, was present with the 142nd Infantry Regimental Com-
mander from the opening of the action until the close of the battle.
He visited Infantry Battalion Commanders and his own OP’s at times
when the situation warranted his absence from the Regimental CP.
To further the efficiency of our team-work he has initiated in his
unit the practice of having Battery Commanders, Staff Officers, and
Battery Officers operate as forward observers with the Infantry Com-
panies, and firing battery personnel taking turns in functioning as

20 Decemhbher 1943
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OP parties. This has resulted in a keen appreciation by the men
who operate the guns, of the urgent necessity for quick, accurate
fire when called for by the Infantry.

4. Too much credit cannot be given to Lt. Col. John N. Green,
Commanding Officer of the 132nd Field Artillery, for the successful
functioning of the Artillery in this Infantry Artillery Team.

/s/ G, E, LYNCH

/t/ G. E. LYNCH

Lt. Col.. +142nd Inf.
Commanding

By 8 December the operation “Raincoat” had virtually been com-
pleted. In passing, the comment could be made that the weather seemed
to typify the name of the operation, since it rained almost every day.
During the period, all types of targets were engaged. Preparation fires,
in which all artillery units, both British and American, in the sector took
part, were probably the heaviest in the Italian campaign. The extent of
casualties caused by the fire is of course not known. Because of the
caves and the well-organized positions held by the Germans, the prob-
abilities are that they were not great. Most prisoners of war taken,
however, testified to the demoralizing effect of the heavy concentrations
of artillery fire, and many were undoubtedly influenced in their decision
to give up rather than face the intensity of Allied artillery fire again.

From 8-15 December the situation remained fairly static with only
the normal activity-—harassing and interdictory fires at night, observed
fires on targets of opportunity during the day. Several times during this
period, targets were marked for Air Corps bombing missions by the use
of smoke. Throughout this period there was considerable air activity,
both by the enemy and our own, with occasional enemy raids strafing
and bombing in the vicinity of Mignano. On these occasions it was heart-
ening to see the sections of our attached anti-aircraft artillery unit, Bai-
tery “A”, 443rd AAA, go into action, It seemed to welcome each enemy
plane and always gave a good account of itself. It was quite successful
too in discouraging the close approach of enemy planes; no unfriendly
plane came close enough to the battalion area to do damage. A number
of enemy planes were shot down although we could never tell who got in
the good work. Intermittently throughout the period, the command post
and the battalion area could be subjected to harassing fire by German
guns of various sizes. After he lost his observation from Camino-Defensa
and Monastery Ridge however, no sizeable concentrations were laid down.
One incident, worthy of note as being unusual for a field artillery battal-
fon, occurred on the night of 5 December when Battery “C” reported
that it was being shelled by enemy mortar fire. Investigation disclosed
that the Germans had retaken Monastery Ridge from the British (tem-
porarily) and that the mortar fire was originating from that vicinity,

By 15 December plans had been completed for the attack of the
142nd Infantry to seize and hold Mt. Lungo—the attack to jump off at
1700 hours on that day. Our fires were to be reenforeed by the fires of
the 155th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm}. The operation was speedily
and successfully concluded, the infantry taking some prisoners on Lungo
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but meeting little opposition. By the afternoon of 16 December units of
the 142nd Infantry had been relieved by elements of 15th Infantry, 3rd
Infantry Division. Because of damaged bridges and an impassable road,
the 39th Field Artillery Battalion, the direct support artillery unit of the
15th Regimental Combat Team, which was to relieve this battalion, was
unable to move into position. Our liaison officers and observers had been
instructed to remain in position for twenty-four hours after relief of the
142nd Infantry had been accomplished in order to orient on the ground
the observers and officers of the relieving unit. Delay of the 39th Field
Artillery, which did not occupy position until the night of 21 December,
made it necessary that observers and liaison officers remain at their
positions until the afternoon of 22 December.

Preceded by two days of labor or working parties from each of the
batteries which were organizing the new position areas, the battalion
moved on 22 December to new positions in the Venafro sector. Surpris-
ingly enough the weather had been good for several days, and a few of
the men, at least, had begun to think that there was something to the
proverbial expression “Sunny Italy.” However when it became evident
that we were to displace, the rains came. Movement to the new area
and occupation of the positions were accomplished during a steady rain
that lasted throughout the night. By the time the weather improved and
visibility was good again, we were well camouflaged. There had been no
enemy shelling of the area during occcupation; no enemy air activity.
Ducks wouldn’t even fly in weather like this. The new positions were on
a ridge on the southern slopes of Mt. Sammuero about 2000 meters east
of San Pietro. As the battery positions were on a pronounced slope, each
howitzer section was at a different elevation. The area was one of the
few areas available for occupation that could be occupied. Again it was
as necessary to require the assistance of a bulldozer to occupy the position
as it had been fo remove each howitzer from the position vacated. Be-
cause of the limited area and the exposed position, all prime movers and
vehicles not needed were sent back to the serviee baitery area near
Venafro, and only the gun crews and the minimum personnel necessary
to operate remained in the forward area.

The position was occupied until 28 December, The situation during
this period remained fairly static and little firing was done, a few targets
of opportunity had been engaged and several harassing missions fired.
Christmas Day differed from those preceding by reason of an excellent
turkey dinner and a cheery “Greeting of the Season’ passed from one
man to the next. Many men attended church services in Venafro. For
many it was the first Christmas spent away from home—and there was
much letter writing. Late in the afternoon the battalion commander ad-
justed fire from an air O.P. on two enemy gun batteries—the battalion’s
Christmas greeting to the Nazis.

On 27 December it was learned that our position area would be taken
over by the 151st Field Artillery Battalion, the artillery units of our
division being relieved by the artillery units of the 34th Infantry Division.
On the same date it was also learned that this hattalion, as part of the

33




142nd Regimental Combat Team, would not be relieved but would occupy
positions in the vicinity of Coppagna, then occupied by the 376th Field
Artillery Battalion. The move was made the following day by echelon.
The command post and fire direction center were installed in a rock
enclosure formed by some old ruins on the left flank of the Battery “B"
position. We were again in direct support of the 142nd Infantry, detached
from the division and attached to II Corps, as of 1500 hours, 30 Decem-
ber 1943. Mission of the 142nd Infantry was to take over the areas of
Hills 1205 and 687, relieving the 504 Airborne Infantry and the First
Special Force, This was effected by daybreak on the 29th by our ob-
servers and liaison officers with their respective battalions.

Our first casualty during the month occurred on 1 December when
8 member of the service battery ration detail was seriously wounded by
a shell fragment as rations were being delivered to the Battery “B" area.
Death resulted on the 14th. On the 2nd a member of the Battery “B"
forward observer group was slightly wounded on Mt. La Defensa. On
5 December a shell burst near the doorway of a house on the Battery “B"
CP area, instantly killing three Headquarters Battery men and slightly
wounding one. Fragments from a shell bursting nearby slightly wounded
8 member of the Battery “B" forward observer group on Hill 980 on
6 December while he was sleeping. On this same date 1st Lt Virginius
O. Ruffin, Battery “B” Forward Observer, was slightly wounded by ma-
chine gun fire on Hill 510 during a German counter-attack, On 16 Decem-
ber a member of the Battery “A” forward observer section was seriously
wounded when a shell from an enemy battery burst near his position
near Mt. Giacomo.

On 7 December 1st Lt. William P. Ellermeyer with a detail of two
Battery “B” men was sent to man the observation post of 1st Lt. Virgin-
ius Ruffin, evacuated because of wounds, on Hill 510. These three men
were last seen about 1600 hours on that date in the vicinity of 510, shortly
before a German counter-attack and were captured. Many men have
been praised and commended for work well done. That all could not be
listed is regrettable, for there are many heroic actions that go unknown
or unnoticed during the excitement of battle and much essential work
well done that could never be outstanding. It is these things that con-
stitute war and battle: rain and mud, cold and discomfort, digging and
sleepless nights and tiring days, being afraid and being hungry, repairing
roads and building bridges, being lonely, and endless numbers of little
things--that, principally, is of what war consists, All men then who are
soldiers, are good soldiers, because all men experience all of these things.

The month and the year ended in a fitting fashion. The 31st brought
8 day of rain and toward dusk high gusty winds which achieved gale-like
proportions. In Texas the wind might have been termed a “rip-snorter.”
It succeeded in pulling one of the cub planes from its moorings shortly
after dark, carrying it some twenty yards and setting it down, bottom-
side up. The plane was badly damaged. :

Throughout the month & total of 21,069 rounds of ammunition had
been fired.
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January 1944

Mr. Weatherman was not very considerate in his welcome of the
New Year. With the passing of 1943 and the arrival of young 1944, we
were being greeted with an 80-mile wind mixed with rain, sleet, and snow.
Those of us who were not on a tour of duty were huddled in blankets
attempting to keep warm. A welcome to the New Year was far from
our thoughts at the time.

Since the beginning of a new year, the battalion occupied positions
about 3000 meters south of Venafro with the mission of direct support of
142nd Infantry., The command post and fire direction center were located
in the walled enclosure of an old ruins about 200 yards to the left flank
of Battery “B”. The rear echelon of the battalion was in position on
the old olive grove slope about one mile west of Venafro and on the north
side of the Venafro-Coppagna road. The mission of the 142nd Infantry
was to maintain garrison on Hills 1205 and 687 and the high ground
east and north of San Vittore.

The 142nd Infantry had the mission of holding until elements of the
34th Division could get into position and attack in the direction of San
Vittore and the high ground to the north and northwest. As direct sup-
port, our activity during the period was confined to harassing fires, de-
fensive fires, and a few observed missions where observation would per-
mit. The 6th Armored group reinforced our fires during this period.

On 3 January the battalion was assigned the mission of direct support
of the Znd Regiment of the Special Service Force. Their mission was to
seize the high ground generally north of San Vittore and along the houn-
dary of the 45th Division. The ground was to be occupied by elements
of the 34th Division. To furnish direct support of 2nd Regiment, Special
Service Force, liaison was established with the regimental headquarters
and forward observers were sent out to accompany the assault units.

On 4 January this battalion passed to control of 6th Field Artillery
Armored Group. During this period, 4 January to 13 January inclusive,
our mission was direct support of 2nd Regiment, Special Service Force,
when actively committed and reinforcement of the fires of the 131st and
93rd Field Artillery Battalions which were in direct support of the Ist
and 3rd Regiments of the Special Service Force, respectively.

The plan for support was to maintain close liaison and to keep for-
ward observers up close with assault elements of the Special Service
Force, 2nd Regiment. In the plans for the attack no preparation fires
were included, as none were desired by this force. The support consisted
of observed missions, close-in defensive fires during the night and during
periods of reorganization, together with unobserved harassing missions
and interdiction fires. To enable the battalion to accomplish its mission,
the battalion displaced forward to positions in the valley approximately
1000 meters northeast of Copagna on the morning of 9 January 1944.

At 1500 hours, 7 January 1944, the battalion took over the mission
of the 133rd Field Artillery Battalion, supporting the 133rd Infantry, also
continuing support of 2nd Regiment, Special Service Force. The 131st
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and 155th Field Artillery Battalions were assigned to reinforce this bat-
talion. The mission of the 2nd Regiment of the Special Service Force was
accomplished on 13 January 1944, and it was relieved by the 133rd
Infantry.

On 11 January we received notice that the 36th Division would return
to combat and that this battalion would be relieved of the present assign-
ment as soon as the mission of the Special Service Force was accom-
plished,

On 12 January 1944, reconnaissance was made for new positions in
the area between Mt. Lungo and Mt Trochio from which positions we
were to be assigned the mission of general support of the 36th Division
and the reinforcement of fires of the 131st Field Artillery Battalion which
was to be in direct support of the 141st Infantry, The mission of the 2nd
Regiment, Special Service Force, was accomplished on 13 January; and
at 1500 hours this date, we were relieved of the mission of direct support
of this force in order to move to new positions for which previous recon-
naissance and preparations had been made. The battalion moved as a
unit under cover of darkness to the new positions and was in position
and ready to fire by daylight 14 January 1944. On 14 and 15 January
the battalion was occupied with registration, improving positions, estab-
lishment of observation posts, harassing fire, and a few observed missions
and coordination of fires with the 131st Field Artillery in support of the
attack of the 141st Infantry on the southern portion of Mt. Trochio. The
mission of the 141st Infantry was accomplished on 16 January with little
resistance. During the period 17 January to 20 January inclusive, the
battalion resumed harassing missions assigned by division artillery and
such observed missions as were possible during the limited periods that
obervation would permit. Qur general target area was the valley west
of the Rapido River, extending from Cassino to the Liri River, During
most of the day, this area was covered by fog and haze which permitted
very little observation. On the night of 19 January the battalion dis-
placed to positions along the railroad between Mt. Porchia and Mt.
Trochio.

On 20 January we were assigned the mission of general support of
the 36th Infantry Division and the reinforcement of the fires of the 133rd
Field Artillery Battalion. The mission of the division was to estahlish a
bridgehead over the Rapido River in vieinity of St. Angelo. The mission
of the 143rd Infantry, with the 133rd Field Artillery in direct support,
was to cross the Rapido River to the south of St. Angelo and envelop the
town from the south and southwest. To support this mission with artil-
lery fire, a heavy thirty-minute preparation and heavy concentrations to
be fired beginning with “H" hour were planned, lifting from phase line
to phase line on a time schedule. The plans of fires for this battalion
were closely coordinated with the 133rd Field Artillery Battalion and
the division artillery. The time of the attack wag announced at 1930
hours, 20 January 1944. For the preparation and supporting fires for
the period up to 2400 hours, 21 January, this battalion expended approx-
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imately 3500 rounds of ammunition on prearranged observed missions
in support of this attack.

On 26 January the 142nd Combat Team was attached to the 34th
Infantry Division and assigned a mission of occupying the high ground
that had previously been taken by the French about two kilometers east
of Terelle, attacking to the south, and securing the high ground in the
vicinity of Mt. Castellone. To accomplish this mission, the 142nd Infantry
moved to an assembly area in vicinity of St. Elia, and on the night of
27 January this battalion displaced to positions in vicinity of Cevaro.
The 935th Field Artillery Battalion took over the mission of direct sup-
port of the 142nd Infantry during the night of 27 and 28 January, until
this battalion could complete organization of positions and complete in-
stallations to render direct support to 142nd Infantry which was ta move
into assembly areas during the night 28 January preparatory to attack
the following morning. The initial objective of the 142nd Infantry was
Hill 875.

Due to heavy opposition, the regiment was unable to reach its assem-
bly position preparatory to attack until 29 January. The attack was
lauriched the early morning of 30 January and the initial objective was
secured 31 January, 1944,

In support of the operation, this battalion was assigned the 935th
Field Artillery Battalion and the 932nd Field Artillery Battalion to re-
inforce its fires. No preparation fires were ordered by the infantry, and
the plan for support consisted of close-in observed missions by forward
ohservers who accompanied the assault companies. Counter battery and
extensive harassing missions were fired on enemy supply routes, probable
enemy gun positions, assembly areas, and known enemy installations.

Due to limited fire possibilities in the positions in vicinity of Cevaro,
new positions were selected in vicinity of St. Michels, and one gun per
battery was displaced forward and registered during afternoon of 30
January 1944. Displacement was made under cover of darkness on night
of 30 January 1944 by batteries, and at all times there were at least two
batteries in position to fire. Displacement was completed by daylight
31 January, and all batteries were in position to fire either observed or
unobserved missions. Upon reaching its final objective, our forward ob-
servers with leading elements of the infantry began immediate adjust-
ment of defensive concentrations on likely avenues of approach of the
enemy and conducted fire on observed missions while units were in pro-
cess of reorganization.

Thus with the end of January we were very actively engaged on a
mission of direct support and doing our best to give the “doughboys”
everything possible in the way of artillery support.

February 1944

With the opening of February, the battalion occupied positions in
the vicinity of St. Michele with mission of direct support of the 142nd
Infantry. The infantry at this time occupied positions on the high
ground east of Terelle in vicinity of Hill 875. Their mission was to con-
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tinue the attack to the south, make eontact and relieve the 135th Infantry
which, at that time, occupied Mt. Castellone. To support our mission, we
were assigned the 932nd Field Artillery Battalion and the 935th Field
Artillery Battalion te reinforce our fires.

The rugged mountainous terrain over which the attack was to be
made created a problem in planning supporting fires. During the attack
tuward Mt. Castellone, many observed missions were fired. This attack
was successful and relief of the 1351h Infantry was accomplished by the
1st Battalion, 142nd Infantry, the night of 1-2 February.

Immediately upon oeccupation of Mt. Castellone, our forward ob-
servers registered the battalion on defensive concentrations on avenues
of approach and likely assembly areas to this position. Our firing during
the period of 2 to 10 February, inclusive, consisted of close-in supporting
fires, harassing missions, and observed targets for the 142nd Infantry
whose mission was to occupy and hold the high ground from Mt. Castel-
lone to Hill 706. With the advantage of good observation from this high
ground, many targets of opportunity were fired upon with excellent
results.

The battalion with the 142nd Infantry reverted back ito control of
the 36th Infantry Division on 8 February, and plans were made for a
joint attack by the 34th and 36th Divisions on Cassino and the high
ground west and northwest. This attack was planned for the morning of
11 February. To increase our fire possibilities and to enable the battalion
to support attack on the town of Piedmonte, a new battalion position was
selected about 1500 yards west of St. Michele, Displacement was made
during the night of 9-10 February, and registration was completed 10
February in preparation for this attack.

The mission of the 142nd Infantry was to seize Hill 486; and we
were assigned the mission of direct support. Artillery support of the
division for this operation required close coordination and planning he-
tween the infantry and artillery due to the limited obiectives and limited
sectors for maneuvering. A sixty-minute preparation was planned, con-
sisting of battalion concentrations on known enemy strong points and
installations. Accompanying fires consisted of observed missions and
repetition of preparatory fires on call by forward ohservers and liaison
officers with the assault battalions.

The 142nd Infantry was successful in seizing Hill 468 although the
resistance was very heavy. Limited advances were made by the remain-
der of the division and the 34th Division due to heavy casualtics and
enemy resistance developed by the aftack. At approximately 1800 hours,
11 February all units were ordered to organize and hold the ground they
then occupied.

On 12 February the 36th Division was assigned the mission of organ-
izing and defending the ridge extending from Mt Castellone through Hill
706 to Hill 593, The mission of the division remained the same for the
remainder of the month until relieved.

On the 15th the battalion had a ringside seat for the bombing of the
famed Abbey Monlecassing that started at 0900 hours. The following
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extract is taken from the battalion Unit Journal written during the bomb-
ing: “The Abbey—Benedictine Monastery of Montecassino. The link be-
tween the dark ages and the age of light—The headache to All—all its
splendor from where we are situated. What a picture! More and still
more bombers come—Flying Fortresses, Marauders, and Mitchells.” An-
other extract taken from the Unit Journal at 2400 hours states: “By this
time Allied bombs have reduced the Abbey of Montecassino to a shell
This sanctuary was spared Allied shelling to the limit. Many Americans’
lives were lost while this building stood. Each one of those lives was a
sanctuary. This house of learning was built in 528 AD and since that
fime has been destroyed four times, but never so completely nor quickly
as today. This writer watched the expression of the old civilians who
saw the destruction. There was no outward show of remorse. In fact
they viewed the bombing with about the same feelings as the GI's.” From
then on artillery shot up anything that the Air Corps had left living on
the Monastery Hill.

The 142nd Infantry was relieved the night of 27-28 February at
which time this battalion, along with other units of the 36th Infantry
Division Artillery, was assigned the mission of general support and re-
inforement of the fires of the 1st Battalion, 67th Group C.E.F. Artillery.

MARCH 1944

March found the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion still in the line—
now in a mission of general support reinforcing the fires of 1st Battalion,
67th Group, D.I.A,, French Forces. The battalion maintained an O.F. on
Mt. Castellone near Hill 706 and furnished laison officers to the French:
Lt. Blanchet at French Division Artillery Headquarters, Lt. Buckley at
1st Battalion Headquarters. Capt. Gabbert was on liaison job with
British New Zealand Corps.

Battery positions remained the same except for Battery “A” whose
position was moved on 5 March due to counter battery fire received. The
new position which in itself took plenty of work was prepared. A bridge
was to be built across a stream, fields of fire cleared through some trees,
and an exceptionally muddy road improved, under the able direction of
Capt. Bennett. The dozer from the engineer battalion was very helpful
in the night move. One gun was not put completely in position, because
the small bulldozer could not handle the gun on a muddy slope. A larger
bulldozer aided the completion of this very difficult position on the second
night. It would be noted that this very difficult position was occupied
because of crowded units in the general area. There were many artillery
units in the valley before Cassino so that nearly every suitable artillery
-position was occupied.

The battalion O.P. on Mt. Castellone proved to be a very hot spot.
The ridge was barren—very little cover and concealment existed. Our
O.P. party occupied a cave which was evidently an old cistern, and suc-
cessfully lived through heavy artillery and mortar concentrations. Main-
taining and operating the O.P. were made more difficult by the fact that
French infantry occupied the ground, resulting in a difference of language
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and tactics. The observers at times found that this O.P. constituted the
most forward element of the line in that sector which proved to be rather
disturbing on occasions. The Germans frequently gave the ridge a thor-
ough going over with mortars and artillery when movement was observed
from the ridge. It is also interesting to note that when the Germans
suspected observed fire was being conducted from the mountain, they
showered it with fire. Actually when unchserved fires were being deliv-
ered on the Germans, they in turn would plaster the mountain. Another
fact that is very unusual is that the mountain was exposed to fire from
enemy artillery located back on both right flank and left flank. We
found that German self-propelled artillery or tanks would move up on
Abbey Hill (Abbey de Montecassino) and fire into the infantry positions.
Also on the north toward Bellmonte Castello, and even farther east than
that town, the Germans had artillery that fired into positions on Castel-
lone. These fires from the flank and rear caused many reports of “friend-
ly" artillery to hit the mountain. The O.P. proved its value, however,
when observers there adjusted successful and damaging observed fires on
German mule trains, infantry, and installations. One afternoon Capt.
Jones observed and fired on three mule trains and an infantry column
on one mountain trail. Harassing fires were fired on this conecentration
every night thereafter, and no further daylight activity was observed on
the trail, Capt. Curtis fired on two mule trains on another mountain
trail, then observed extensive activity in the town of Piedmonte, and
brought down a division artillery concentration on the town. Visibility
was nearly always undependable in these mountains. Weather changed
rapidly from clear to fog or to rain and snow; then just as unexpectedly
clouds and fog would clear away. Wire lines from the O.P. through Cairo
across the valley to battalion were almost constantly under heavy fire
and were difficult to keep in and serviced.

In the battery position areas several things of interest occurred.
Battery “‘C” reported mortar shells falling about 300 yards to its left
front. Fragments recovered were identified as Italian 81mm maoartar
shells with range of 5000 yards. The mortar concentrations were heavy,
approximately 100 rounds each in two of the concentrations, and the
mortar fire was moved about a little. The concentrations were repeated
several days, The location of the mortar was never definitely discovered,
but was thought to be the town of Cassino. The Germans intermittently
delivered harassing fire on the road passing the battalion area. Some of
the fire came from the north toward Belimonte Castello, some came from
the direction of Cassino and some from the Piedmonte area. Weapons
being fired were thought to be 105mm and high velocity tank guns of
about 75mm or 77mm. On 5 March Battery "“A" received a heavy counter
battery concentration that killed two men, wounded on seriously, and
damaged one howitzer by gouging the tube. The fire was observed and
adjusted as indicated by rounds of smoke and over and short ranging
rounds of H.E. The conclusion was reached that actually the target was
a cross roads (that is, where a much-used road crossed a stream bed
that was also used as a road) that became a busy thoroughfare after
Battery “A” moved in. Nevertheless the battalion commander decided
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to move the battery and selected an area some 300 yards to the rear
and slightly to right of Battery “B".

On 6 March this battalion detached a single howitzer and section
from Battery “A” to act as a roving gun, The first position for the gun
was between St. Michele and Cervaro. The gun was moved four days
later to a position just outside of St. Michele. While in these positions,
the roving gun was used for observed harassing missions. The majority
of the targets was in the valley to the south and west of Cassino. Fire
was conducted from the division artillery O.P. in Cervaro.

The very forward disposition of the artillery can be judged by re-
" ceiving mortar fire near one battery. Actually the position area and
battalion command post—fire direction center were about 4000-5000 yards
from “downtown” Cassino. Our position was near the valley floor on
the eastern forward slopes of the mountains of Cassino. This forward
disposition made possible adjustments from the battery positions, estab-
lishing of a good local O.P.,, and the window O.P. at fire direction center.
Fire was successfully adjusted from these points on various enemy activ-
ity both on Montecassino Hill and in the valley to the south. We also
had a vantage point position for witnessing the division artillery five-
" volley salute fired in honor of the 108th anniversary of Texas Indepen-
dence on 2 March 1944,

On 12 March 1944, the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion began its
march out of the combat area. The battalion had gone into combat on
16 November 1943, near Mignano, Italy, Advance parties from batteries
and headquarters of 131st Field Artillery Battalion arrived, preparatory
to their relieving us on the night of 12-13 March 1944. During the day
most of the personnel and equipment were made ready, and the rear area
at service battery was used as the assembly area. After dark the guns
were pulled out by bulldozer (where necessary), and march units assem-
bled in rear area. Head of the battalion column left the assembly area
at 2030 hours, 12 March 1944. The 132nd closed into bivouac area near
Maddaloni, Italy, about 0400 hours, 13 March 1944,
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Chapter V

More Rest and Preparation, Operations at
Minturno, Anzio, the Break-Through
to Rome and Beyond

April 1844

During the remainder of the month of March and the first eight days
of April, the battalion remained in the bivouac area near Maddaloni.
During this time, there was an active training program in progress, but
a great deal of the period was given over to rest and recreation. Trips
to Naples and Pompeii were conducted regularly, and movies and travel-
ing shows were frequent.

On 9 April the battalion left the area near Maddaloni and moved to
another bivouac area approximaiely four miles southwest of Avellino.
Here, the battalion began extensive training in conduct of artillery. OQur
fire direction center during this period conducted a school in fire direction
for the benefit of the 142nd Infantry Cannon Company. A forward oh-
server school was being held every day; and the battalion participated in
several firing problems,

May 1944

The first of May, 1944, the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion was still
bivouacked near Avellino, Italy, undergoing training in mountain opera-
tions and service of the howitzers. On 3 May the battalion was moved
to an area near Qualiang, Italy, where all of the howitzers were calibrated.
Maj. Clifford M. Snow had left the first of May as liaison officer for the
36th Division Artillery with the 85th Division Artillery, Areas were
assigned in the Minturno sector for the artillery battalions, and on 3 May
battalion and battery officers with details made reconnaissance of battery
positions. These were selected and work was begun on them, This prep-
aration was done at night with the utmost Secrecy. Preparations on
posifions were completed on Saturday, 6 May 1944, On 8 May plans were
presented to the division artillery for operations in support of the 85th
Division and also for a proposed amphibious operation—presumabhly
Anzio. On Tuesday, 9 May, march-order instructions were received for
movement to the prepared position in the vicinity of Minturno. Move-
ment was made the night of 9-10 May with the battalion in position at
2310 hours,

At this time the friendly front lines were 3400 yards northwest of
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our position. This front was in a static state, having been the same for
the past three months, and at this time was exceptionally quiet. The
mission of our battalion was in general support of the 85th Division
Artillery. The battalion area was to the rear (southeast of the Minturno
Hill) and the battalion CP was located in an orange grove which was
heavily laden with ripe fruit—there was no lack of vitamin “C" on this
operation. An Q.P. was established in the castle in the town of Minturno
at which place the O.P. personnel had excellent observation in our zone
of action and they were comfortably situated except for occasional enemy
artillery fire. Firing was limited to registration with one gun. Only
three rounds were fired, proving excellence of the survey. Secrecy was
rigidly enforced with radios silenced and movement held to a minimum.
The “front” area was exceptionally guiet with only occasional exchanges
of artillery fire. An air of expectancy prevailed which was noticeable
as everyone was set for big things to happen.

Thursday, 11 May, plans were brought from 36th Division Artillery
for preparation fires for the 85th Infantry Division and “H"” hour was
announced as 2300 hours. During the afternoon, messages from Gen.
H. R. Alexander, Lt. Gen, Mark W. Clark, and Maj. Gen. Keyes were
received congratulating the troops in Italy on their past performances
and encouraging them to even greater efforts. Gen. Clark stated in part
that, although in terms of territory gained, progress in Italy was slow,
the campaign in Italy was a major operation since it had drained the
enemy’s reserve strength,

Heavy artillery preparation was fired and the attack jumped off at
2300 hours. By 0600 hours, 12 May, 2472 rounds had been fired by the
battalion on unobserved missions. The attack was reported to be pro-
gressing favorably across the whole southern front. Throughout the
day the battalion continued firing in support of the 85th Division Artillery
and by 2400 hours had fired 3396 rounds.

The 85th Division Infantry was advancing in the face of determined
enemy resistance, Our artillery fire was said to be devastating, and all
battalions were concentrated in a small area. Enemy artillery fired
counter hattery on a 240mm howitzer battalion to our right but none of
the rounds fell in our area, although shell fragments were heard striking
the building which housed our command post and fire direction center.
The next two days we continued our supporting fires, firing 1543 rounds
on the 13th and 1447 rounds on the 14th. By the 15th the action had
moved away from us to the northwest. The battalion fired only 157
rounds on unchserved missions. That night at about 2200 hours enemy
planes flew over our general area and dropped many flares; all artillery
fire was halted. No bombs were dropped, however, and the action was
described as a fake air raid with the object of silencing our artillery
during the withdrawal of enemy troops.

At 0440 hours, 16 May, orders were received from 36th Division
Artillery to be prepared to move at 0800 hours. At 1030 hours this move
was canceled and our batteries remained in position, although out of
range. Everyone got a much-needed rest—our action was characterized
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by reading magazines, playing cards, and eating oranges. The following
day at 1300 hours orders were received to be prepared to move back to
the Qualiano bivouac area. This move was made between the hours of
1500 and 1930 and performed by infiltration, That evening warning was
given of an impending amphibious move. This period was one of the few
times in which the battalion acted in a general support role. Compared
with the customary direct support missions it was found that the general
support role was exceptionally easy for all personnel in that the battalion
did not have to displace or employ its liaison officers and forward ob-
Servers.

The latter half of the month will be called “the Anzio operation”
which began on the morning after our return from Minturnoe when we
received orders to be ready to leave for the embarkment staging area by
1600 hours, Extensive plans concerning personnel and material had al-
ready been made; and preparation, movement, and loading on the LSTs
was executed quickly and efficiently. The convoy left the port of em-
barkation, Bagnoli, Italy, at 1715 hours, 18 May 1944. The sea was quite
rough, and rain fell periodically during the night. It was still misty and
drizzly when our ships docked at Anzio at 0830 hours. The poor weather
was a godsend for us as it restricted the enemy's observation of our
arrival and subsequent motor movement from the port to a bivouac area.
Gun pits had already been prepared and wire lines had been laid by per-
sonnel of the 10th Field Artillery Battalion, 3rd Infantry Division. The
latter installations were improved during the night of 20 May and occu-
pied under cover of darkness the next evening. It was very quiet on 22
May with little activity on either side. One gun of the battalion was
registered during the afternoon.

“H" hour for a large-scale atiack on the beachhead front was an-
nounced for 06600 hours, 23 May. The mission of the 132nd Field Artillery
Battalion was direct support of the 39th Field Artillery Battalion, 3rd
Infantry Division. 1st Lt. Louis N. Quast, who had rejoined the battalion
as 5-2 on 18 May, was sent to the 39th Field Artillery Battalion as liaison
officer, A heavy preparation program was fired commencing at 0545
hours, and other unobserved missions were fired during the day expending
3790 rounds. In addition, 341 rounds were expended on observed missions.
Supporting fires were continued the next day till 1900 hours when prep-
arations were made to move. The guns were coupled up, and all equip-
ment was loaded at 2400 hours when orders were received to reoccupy
the position and to fire that night and the next morning.

The front lines Decame very fluid, and advances quickened the neces-
sity of displacement of the battalion four times in that many days. These
movements were so freguent that batteries became expert at fast displace-
ments. Only the necessary operating personnel were carried along, the
remainder being left in a rear bivouac area, A bulldozer attached to the
battalion from 11th Engineer battalion aided greatly in these moves by
digging the gun pits and other necessary installations. Many times the
gun crews were so exhausted from their continuous service of the piece
and displacements that it would have been extremely difficult for them
to have had to dig their own gun pits.
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© Qur mission of general support of the 39th Field Artillery Battalion
was changed on 27 May to general support of 27th Field Artillery Bat-
talion. On 28 May our mission was again changed to general support of
'- 133rd Field Artillery Battalion, and observed missions were fired on call.
On 30 May we began direct support of 142nd Infantry. Up to this time,
although the attack had been progressing satisfactorily, there was no

e indication of a break-through, but strong resistance was encountered all

‘along the front except for the right (southern) flank which had pushed
" south to join forces with the "“Southern Front,” thereby eliminating the
beachhead as such. The month was a very interesting one as far as the
‘battalion was concerned since it contained a variety of action, including

o the Minturno drive and also participation in the Anzio attack.

June 1944

The beginning of June found the battalion in the vicinity of Velletri,
- Italy, where it had gone into position very close behind the front lines.
- The mission of the battalion was to support the 142nd Infantry in the
attack of the hills to the north. Although Allied forces on the beach-
head were making a concerted effort at this time, no real break-through
‘was apparent. It was not until the morming of 4 June, after the battalion
commander and battery commanders had gone on reconnaissance, that it
appeared that the enemy had withdrawn completely. This was the begin-

- ning of the pursuit of the enemy through Rome and on into northern

Italy. Part of the infantry in our combat team was motorized; and the
mission of our battalion was to remain motorized and to follow the infan-

- try until contact with the enemy was established, Our regimental combat

team column, reinforced with reconnaissance troops, tanks, and tank de-
- stroyers, proceeded on the road toward Rome and reached a point on the
outskirts of the city at about 1600 hours. At this point enemy rear-guard
action was encountered and the convoy halted. Our artilery moved into
an assembly area with the primary mission of anti-tank defense.

Early the next morning orders were received to march through Rome
with the objective to cross the Tiber River and go into a defensive posi-
tion five miles northwest of the city. Many of the infantrymen were
loaded on artillery vehicles, thus enabling as many troops as possible to
be motorized. No enemy opposition was encountered in the drive through
Rome, although traffic was impeded by thousands of citizens who were
out in the early hours to welcome us as we came through.

The first determined rear-guard action of the enemy was encoun-
tered about four miles northwest of the city. The column was halted, the
infantry deployed, and our Battery “A” was quickly brought up and put
into a position of close support, Registrations were made on points less
than two thousand yards away. The enemy strength was estimated to
be about two companies of infantry supported by anti-tank guns, mortars,
and automatic weapons. Fire was placed on the primary defense positions
of the enemy and artillery fire was placed on these points until the in-
fantry was observed to be ready to close in on them. By 1500 hours all
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organized enemy resistance had been overcome, about thirty prisoners
were taken, and nine anti-tank guns destroyed.

During the remainder of the month, our battalion continued in pur-
suit of the enemy, generally along Highway 1 to the northwest. This
pursuit covered a period of twenty-one days between 5 June and 26 June.
During this time, a total distance of about one hundred and fifty miles
was covered by our advancing troops. This necessitated frequent dis-
placements of the battalion—often two or three positions were occupled
in a single day.

During the early stage of the pursuit, resistance encountered was
very small, and often the positions occupied were merely assembly areas
from which no firing was done. However the rear-guard resistance in-
creased during the last two weeks and at these times our artillery was
more active. At times the battalion was in the role of direct support,
during which time all of our personnel—including liaison officers and
forward observers—were extremely busy. At other times the mission of
the battalion was that of reinforcing fires of other artillery units. The
movement was so rapid that in order to keep continuous artiliery support
of battalion strength for the attacking infantry, the direct support and
the reinforcing unit had to coordinate their movements very closely, In
order to accomplish this, the direct support battalion sent a radio and a
liaison officer to the reinforcing unit which would take over the missions
while the former was displacing forward. Another characteristic of the
fast-moving situation was the effect on the battalion communications.
Due to the rapid and frequent displacement, wire communications, out-
side of a simple battalion net, were virtually impossible; therefore, it was
Necessary to rely on radio for communications with the infantry through
liaison officers and forward observers with reinforcing artillery units
and division artillery,

During the period, situations have often occurred where targets of
opportunity of the retreating enemy were observed. In most cases these
could easily be taken under fire due to the close artillery support. On
more than one occaston columns of infantry and horse-drawn artillery
were observed along the road and fired upon. In one case, near Grosseto,
nine 150mm howitzers and many dead horses and some live ones were
found in an area that was fired on by our artillery,

Sunday, 25 June 1944, the battalion was preparing to displace to a
forward position when the order to remain in place, prepare to be re-
lieved in the morning with the rest of the division, was received, On the
26th the battalion moved out of the area around Montiano and proceeded
to an assembly area near Grosseto to await further orders. At 2150 hours
the battalion moved out of this area and moved to a bivouac areg nine
miles north of Rome. This was just what everybody was waiting for. We
had seen Rome in the dark of the morning and had passed on, chasing
the Germans. The rear echelons had been having the gravy; now it was
our turn for awhile at least, Shortly after we arrived in the new area,
regular passes to Rome were started, Everyone got the chance to visit
Rome at least twice. The end of June, while giving us a much-needed
rest, held that certain air of “what happens nexi?”
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Chapter VI

Preparation for Another Invasion,
Southern France, and the Months of
Continuous Combat That Followed

July 1944

The hattalion remained in the bivouac area north of Rome until
5 July when the motor movement to Salerno began. The convoy moved
out early the morning of the 5th and stopped at Grosseto during the
afterncon. That night we moved out again and proceeded to our des-
tination. We moved into a bivouac area near Paestum in the early morn-
ing hours of 6 July. The surroundings were very familiar to us. The
last time we had roamed these grounds, it had been a very unhealthy
place. It was a strange feeling to take in the now very quiet Salerno
Beaches while remembering “Bloody Salerno.”” We all got to go swim-
ming in the Mediterranean again., Parts of the beaches were still marked
with warnings about mines that had not been uncovered.

On 13 July we moved to a new bivouac area north of Salerno to what
was then known as the “Invasion Training Center.” It was in the “ITC"
area that we underwent a review of amphibious training. However, it
was not all review; many new things were learned ahout ship-to-shore
operations,

The 26th of July found the battalion again on the move——this time
to the Qualiano area north of Naples. We were to remain here until the
time for the next water movement. Amphibious training continued; and
the speculation as to where we were going was terrific—Southern France
was the popular guess.

August 1944 .

Having participated in the landing at Salerno, Italy, the 132nd Field
Artillery Battalion was experienced in ship-to-shore invasions. It may
be recalled that the battalion began its invasion training at Camp Ed-
wards, Massachusetts, in the fall of 1942, It was also given a second
training period in Africa prior to the Italian landing. Therefore, the
next two weeks intensive training period, prior to the present invasion,
was more or less a review of past experiences. Approximately sixty per
cent of the personnel of the battalion were veterans of the Italian inva-
sion. OQur activities, therefore, were greatly benefited by this experience.

With the exception of liaison and forward observer officers and par-
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ties who accompanied their respective infantry units, the mass of the
battalion was loaded on an LST near Naples, Italy, on 10 August.

The landings of the 36th Infantry Division began at 0800 hours on
Tuesday, 15 August 1944, in the vicinity of St. Raphiel, Southern France.
The 132nd Field Artillery Battalion landed at “H” plus 153 minutes on
the beach established by the 143rd Infantry Regiment and had the mis-
sion of reinforcing the fires of the 133rd Field Artillery Battalion.

The initial landings had little or no resistance; and everything went
according to plan with the battalion landing at its designated time. On
landing, the battalion went into an assembly area about one hundred
and fifty vards from the beach, at which time the howitzers were unload-
ed from the DUKWSs which then became prime movers: and the battalion
continued on to a position area about one mile away. The guns were in
position and ready to fire within one hour after hitting the beach.

The 142nd Infantry Regiment landed at 1530 hours in the afternoon,
and at that time our battalion went into direct support of this regiment,
With the 142nd Infantry Regiment, the battalion had one liaison officer
attached to each infantry battalion, one liaison officer with regimental
'headquarters, two forward observer officers with each battalion, and two
naval liaison officers with each infantry battalion {especially trained
for conducting naval gunfire).

Since the initial resistance was light, very little observed fire was
conducted on “D” day. The battalion sustained only one casualty who
had been slightly wounded by artillery fire shortly after landing. Al
other personnel and equipment landed safely,

On “D"” plus one, first serious resistance was met by our infantry,
and many observed missions were fired. This resistance was guickly
overcome; and by nightfall we had penetrated ten miles inland.

Our infantry in its advance, during the night of the 15th, by-passed
many small groups of enemy infantry. On “D" plus one, our battery
comanders and survey section picked up thirty-nine prisoners while on
reconnaissance for a forward position area.

The following day and for the next week, the campaign became very
fluid. The regimental combat team tock the form of a task force which
moved quickly fo the northeast and northwest to exploit the route of the
enemy and to destroy him. This required the battalion to travel many
miles each day, at times covering a hundred miles in a single day's march,
This took us to the northeast near the Italian border at Guillestre and as
far west as the vicinity of Montelimar.

As an example of the operations during the month, let us examine
the period of the 24th, 25th, and 26th. At noon on the 24th the battalion
was at the town of La Roche St. Secret after a seventy-mile road march
from Rosans. During the afternoon, the men had a chance to relax a
little. At 2000 hours orders were received to move into the vicinity of
Cleon d'Andran, a distance of fifty-four miles. For this move the bat-
talion, less Battery “B" which had been left at St. Clement, was to haul
the 1st Battalion, 142nd Infantry, less one company, in addition to its
Own personnel, equipment and over one thousand rounds of ammunition
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per battery. The battalion arrived in its defensive position at 0500 hours,
complete with “B" Battery which rejoined us at that point. A large part
of the division had come to this vicinity, east of the Rhone River and
north of Monutelimar, in an effort to trap elements of the Nineteenth
© Army moving up the Rhone Valley to the north. It was here that a
- pitched battle took place when the enemy attempted a break-through.
The 1st Battalion of the 143rd Infantry Regiment, attached to the 142nd
Infantry Regiment, received the brunt of the attack which was reported
to be of regimental strength. The 1st Battalion of the 142nd Infantry
counterattacked and was subsequently pushed back. However, our for-
ward observers were in pasition to fire observed missions on tanks, heavy
weapons and enemy infantry, Forty observed missions were fired hbe-
tween 1500 hours and 2000 hours. We are credited with knocking out
four Mark VI tanks with indirect fire. Although our units were pushed
back-—the artillery at one time firing at a range of two thousand yards-—
the enemy was repelled and subsequently withdrew. By the time the
worst of the attack had passed, our ammunition supply was a critical
item—only twenty-five rounds per gun were on hand at nightfall. This

~ was due to the fact that ammunition dumps were approximately one-

hundred miles to the rear. The resupply was made even more difficult
by the fact that six of our ammunition trucks had been taken from the
battalion for special duties elsewhere. It was common practice in our
motor movements for our organic transportation to haul a battalion of
infantry, as well as three thousand rounds of ammunition. This made it
necessary to overload our vehicles two hundred to three hundred per cent.
However as yet no major maintenance difficulties had been encountered.

On the 28th the combat team made another flanking movement to
the north and west in an effort to cut off the enemy again. This time
our action met with considerable success; and by the next morning, one
infantry battalion was in possession of high ground overlooking the
Rhone River in the vicinity of Livron-sur-Drone. Our artillery, rein-
forced by the 155th Field Artillery Battalion (medium), was in position
to cover the area to the west, including the river itself.

First Lt. James W, Darden, our liaison officer with the 2nd Battalion,
142nd Infantry Regiment, fired both our battalion and a medium battalion
on many targets of opportunity. These consisted of convoys of vehicles
and horse-drawn artillery and wagons. It is estimated that at least five
hundred vehicles, fifty artillery pieces, and countless enemy personnel and
equipment were destroyed by this action as the enemy attempted to es-
cape through the bottleneck. This resulted in complete disorganization
of the enemy and many hundreds of prisoners taken by our infantry.

The end of the period found the greater part of the German Nine-
teenth Army destroyed or captured with the remaining disorganized ele-
ments in rout to the northeast.

Much credit for the success of this operation should go to the drivers
and the service elements of the battalion. Many hundreds of miles were
covered in pursuit of the fleeing enemy, This required our drivers and
supply personnel to be on the go both day and night.
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Even though the situation was fast-moving and the front was fluid,
there was not much danger from snipers or surprise attacks since the
French Forces of the Interior and Marquis (guerrilla forces) were much
in evidence. These people were of great value in supplying important
information, as well ag taking care of straggling enemy.

September 1944

The first part of September was much like the last week of August—
long moves in approach march formations with infantry riding on all
available vehicles.

On 1 September the battalion had the opportunity to fire from the
hip, so to speak. Our observers picked up some enemy who were moving
out while the 132nd was just pulling into position. Fire commands were
computed at “B” and ‘" Battery positions from map locations by in-
spection while the battery was being laid. Effective fire was delivered
with observers communicating directly to the batteries by radio and fire
commands being relayed to guns by voice over a 300 vards’ battery front.

The period 2 to 7 September consisted of motor movement to get
into position to cut off the enemy again. The battalion with the combat
team marched 213 miles from 1 to 7 September, inclusive. Much time
was lost and the distance added, due to enemy destruction of bridges.

The 8 September found the battalion in position near Lyons, and the
infantry crossing the Doubs River under said protest from the enemy.
The battalion displaced to the northeast near the town of Bouseleres, still
on the left bank of the Doubs, about noon in order to adequately support
the regiment in its mission of securing the bridge site and blocking the
roads from the south and west into Besancon.

During the day of 8 September several observed missions were fired
on hostile troops and weapons. Enemy resistance was stubborn for a few
hours at several points, The attack was carried on during the night and
the battalion displaced forward during the early morning hours of 9 Sep-
tember.

The new positions were in the vicinity of Villera-Buzon about twelve
kilometers west of Besancon. We crossed the Doubs on a bridge con-
structed by the 11th Engineer Battalion at the site of a destroyed bridge.
These positions were occupied in the early morning hours in an areg
that had not been patrolled by the infantry, but no enemy was en-
countered.

These moves in the early morning following a night attack kept one
on the alert. It sometimes took days to mop up the small groups of
enemy that were by-passed or seattered during the night by our infantry.
As an illustration, on this morning the battalion made an effective road
block and captured a German officer and his driver who came speeding
up to a road junction, having driven through our front, just as gz prime
mover and howitzer filled the road making the corner. The Jerry had
to ston; the road was filled. Later Maj. Snow, commanding officer, 155th
Field Artillery Battalion, while reinforeing our fire, came up on recon-
naissance. The commanding officer of 132nd suggested that he have a

54




ptatoon of the reconnaissance troops precede him or accompany him.
Thiz was arranged, and the platoon found approximately 200 German
soldiers in the proposed position area. They were mostly Turcomen
ready to give up and were brought in. ~ There were not many dull mo-
ments when one was in pursuit.

Resistance in this area ceased by the 10th. From the 11th to 14th,
inclusive, our activities consisted of moving and waiting to move, the
regimental combat team being in division or corps reserve. The division,
during this time, captured Vesoul and moved on toward Luxuel and
St. Loup.

On 15 September the battalion was in position in the vicinity of
Betoncourt, supporting the 142nd Infantry in the mission of cutting the
roads leading into Luxeuil from the south and east. The 141st Field
Artillery Battalion was reinforcing our fires. Considerable resistance
was developed on this mission, but was cleared up; and Luxeuil was
occupied by 16 September, The battalion displaced for short distances
three times during this period.

On 15 September Battery “C” received counterbattery fire from an
enemy tank, Eight men were wounded and one died that day. Three guns
were damaged slightly, but only one had to be replaced.  This tank was
with a force that had not been discovered during the advance of the
previous night. It fired from a concealed position and then moved out.

The bathing in Luxeuil Les Bains was short-lived. After the resist-
ance in the vicinity of Madden was cleared up, the battalion moved north-
east on the evening of 19 September, carrying the 3rd Battalion, 142nd
Infantry, on its prime movers. The mission was to geize Remiremont, as
some reports had been received that it was occupied by the enemy.
Upon contacting elements of reconnaissance troops of the 636th Tank
Destroyer Battalion and getting the latest information first hand, the
infantry was dismounted and the battalion put in position in that area.
The infantry battalion proceeded on foot approximately 4000 yards toward
Remiremont that night without contact and organized for the night.
Road blocks were set up around the artillery positions.

On the morning of 20 September the remainder of the regimental
combat team moved out, and the attack on Remiremont was on. The 3rd
Battalion advanced from west to east; and the Ist and 2nd Battalions,
from the north. The 131st Field Artillery Battalion supported the 1st
Battalion, principally, and reinforced the fires of the 132nd Field Artillery
Battalion, generally. The distance between the 3rd Battalion and the
other battalions and the 132nd and 131st Artillery Battalions made for
independent action during the early phases of the attack.

Stubborn enemy resistance was encountered at well-placed road
blocks by all three battalions, and bitter fire fights developed in the
woods adjacent to the road blocks.

On 20 September the battalion displaced forward that night in order
to be in better position to fire on enemy convoys, believed moving in or
out of Remiremont and to improve our position from a communication
standpoint.
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Remiremont fell on 22 September. The 141st Infantry had pre-
viously forced a crossing over the Mossele about four miles north of
Remiremont.

The bridge of Remiremont was completed early on 24 September and
the battalion displaced to positions in the vieinity of Eloyes still in direct
support of 142nd Infantry which continued the attack to the northeast.

The enemy contested bitterly the enlargement of the bridgehead
over the Moselle throughout the remainder of the month. Our infantry
engaged in bitter small arms fights for each important piece of terrain
or road junction. On some days during this period, our troops were under
extremely heavy fire. The Germans also launched several local counter-
attacks, one at least in regimental strength. All were beaten hack.

October 1944

The first of the month found the battalion still in position in the
vicinity of Eloyes, France, on the east bank of the Moselle River. All
three infantry battalions of the 142nd Infantry were engaged with the
enemy; and action in all sectors was characterized by stubborn resistance,
including heavy artillery and mortar fire. The fighting in the dense
woods of the Vosages Mountains was very difficult for the infantry; and,
because of the poor observation, our observers could give only limited
support.

On 4 October the front lines had become fairly well defined. Our
battalion displaced some four thousand yards west of the front lines to
positions previously occupied by the 131st Field Artillery Battalion. Our
mission was direct support of the 142nd Infantry Regiment whose mission
was to form defensive positions in the vicinity which the battalion now
occupied. Our battalion remained in this position until 13 October. During
this time, the infantry improved and consolidated its defensive positions.
Our battalion did very little firing, due to lack of suitable targets and
the curtailed ammunition allowance.

Replacements for the infantry battalions were brought in, and the
battalions were relieved one at a time to assimilate and train its new men.
This lull in the action of our regiment gave men of our battalion an
opportunity to get cleaned up and to take advantage of what recreational
facilities were available. Small groups from each battery were trans-
ported daily to bathe and to see a moving picture.

On the 5th the liaison officers, who had been on continuous duty
with the infantry battalions, were relieved by battery commanders of
Battery “A”, Battery “C’ and the regimental liaison officer, respectively.
Two of the liaison officers took over temporary jobs. as battery comman-
ders, the third going to regimental liaison.

On 13 October the battalion displaced to the northeast about seven
miles and occupled positions three hundred yards northeast of Houx.
This position was about twenty-five hundred yards behind the front lines;
but the battalion had both sight and flash defilade from the enemy. The
occupation of this position was made necessary when the 142nd Regi-
mental Combat Team relieved the 143rd Regimental Combat Team posi-
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tions in addition to its present positions. At this time an eight thousand
meter defensive front was being held by the 142nd Infantry Regiment.

Although our battery positions had good defilade, our nearness to
the front lines made it possible for the enemy to determine our approx-
jmate location by sound; thus oceasional light harassing fire was received.
This fire was very ineffective—we had only one slightly wounded casualty
in this area for the whole period. However the town of Houx, through
which all of our communications and supplies had to come, was under
enemy observation. This restricted our movement into and out of the
‘battalion area as the town was subjected to intermittent harassing fire
almost every day. As time was available, gun pits were improved and
all gun sections constructed elaborate underground sheltters for the
gun Crews.

On 22 October an additional forty-five hundred meter defensive sec-
tor was taken over by the 142nd Infantiry when it relieved the 30th
Infantry of the 3rd Division on our right flank. The 3rd Battalion, 142nd
Infantry, with Company “B” 111th Engineer Battalion, 36th Cavalry
Reconnaissance Troops, Reconnaissance Platoon, 636th Tank Destroyers
Battalion and Regimental “T" and “R” Platcon occupied this sector. To
accompany this force, we sent out an additicnal liaison officer and iwo
sergeants, experienced as forward observers, to man two additional ob-
servation points. A liaison officer was also sent to the French Artillery
Headquarters on our right and an observer sent to man an OP in the
French sector as protection for our right flank.

At this time we had four liaison officers and nine forward observers
{two of whom were sergeants) with the infantry. During the latter part
of the month, the amount of firing that was done was governed by the
daily ammunition allocations which were very small—as low as ten rounds
per gun per day. However as the action on the front consisted only of
patrolling, very few fires were necessary.

The battalion motor maintenance sections made the most of this
period of relative inactivity. An excellently situated motor maintenance
shop was set up, and a program of six-thousand-mile maintenance checks
was begun on 4 October. The battalion motor maintenance section work-
ed in conjunction with the battery’s maintenance sections at the battalion
shop. During the next twenty-seven days, seventy per cent of the ve-
hicles in the battalion had received a six-thousand-mile maintenance in-
spection. The battalion maintenance section received special commenda-
tion from the division artillery commander for its excellent work.

In general, the action of this period can be characterized as a tran-
{sition from the fast-moving pursuit of the previous months to a situation
in which the front lines were well defined with stubborn resistance along
the full front. Artillery action was limited by the poor obgervation pos-
sibilities in the wooded terrain in which the action took place and, fur-
ther, by the restricted ammunition supplies.

November 1944

The beginning of the month found the battalion in position in the
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vicinity of Houx in direct support of the 142nd Infantry Regiment which
was holding a twelve thousand, five hundred meter defensive front. These
battery positions had been occupled since 13 October 1944; but due to
relative inactivity of the front and restricted ammunition allowances,
little firing was done.

The remainder of the division, including the 442nd Infantry (at-
tached to the division), was engaged in an aggressive action to the east
of Bruyeres and considerable gains were made in this sector,

On 3 November plans were initiated to employ the 142nd Regimental
Combat Team to relieve elements of the 141st and 442nd Infantry Reg-
iments in Le Foret Domaniale de Champ region. Reconnaissance was
made for battery positions in the vicinity of La Rouge Eaux, and occu-
pation was completed the night of 3-4 November, There was really littie
choice in the selection of battery positions. Most of the terrain was
heavily wooded hills with only a narrow wet valley which was already
occupied by a light battalion and a battery of mediums. Gun positions
were made possible by laying boards on the soft ground and building up
emplacements around them.

The 142nd Infantry Regiment began its attack the morning of 5 No-
vember through the difficult wooded terrain in the face of rain, sleet and
snow. The progress was slow, but satisfactory; and by 10 November the .
enemy had been cleared from Le Foret Domaniale de Champ. The Regi-
ment was then ordered to attack tg the south and reconnaissance for new
positions was made farther up the valley in an area just recently cleared
by our troops. The objectional features of this position were the exten-
sive enemy mine fields in the area and the front lines only one thousand,
five hundred yards to the east. However there was plenty of time for
the preparation of the positions; and the mine fields' were cleared with
the aid of tha engineers. The positions were occupied the night of 13-14
November. Only the Necessary equipment and personnel were taken to
this position bcause of the limited space. The remainder of the battalion
remained in the La Rouge Eaux area,

The attack of our infantry to the south met very little resistance. It
was soon apparent that we would have to displace again, and so a recon-
naissance was made on 14 November in an area southeast of Bruyeres,
Meantime the battalion was given the mission of reinforcing fires of the
attack on our left flank toward St Die. This required our guns to be
shifted to enable us to fire to the northeast, whereas previously we had
been firing to the south. The 93rd Armored Field Artillery Battalion
took over the direct support of the 142nd Infantry Regiment. -

On the morning of 16 November our battalion assisted in firing a
preparation for the 103rd Division and at noon, its reinforelng mission
accomplished, the battalion began displacing to positions south of Biffon-
taine, The new area afforded the batteries good gun positions and also
contained enough houses so that most of the men could get inside, away
from the elements, part of the time, :

The action during this period had been bringing us closer and closer
to what was considered the German Winter Line. Many of the villages
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and farms immediately in front of this line had been destroyed by demo-
lition and burning; mines and booby traps were in profusion.

On 19 November reconnaissance was made east of Corcieux, in which
area care was taken to search for mines and booby traps. These positions
were occupied on 20 November when the battalion’s mission was reinforc-
ing the fires of the 133rd Field Artillery Battalion and the 131st Field
Artillery Battalion. The 142nd Infantry Regiment had withdrawn to a
rest area. Our liaison and forward observers returned to the battalion
for a short rest during this period.

The remainder of the period was concerned with the push through
the German Winter Line and the throw-back of the enemy to the Rhine
Valley. The situation in the Vosages Mountain sector on 20 November
consisted of the French army breaking through the Belfort Gap in the
south and reaching Mulhouse and the Rhine River. In the northern part
of the sector the 3rd and 103rd Divisions had broken through the German
Winter Line and outflanked St. Die, The forces to the north of these
units were making favorable gains to the east toward Strasbourg.

The combination of the successes to the north and south threatened
the entire enemy defenses in the Vosages, and a general enemy withdrawal
was anticipated. Plans were initiated for hasty pursuit of the enemy by
motorizing the 142nd Intantry Combat Team. Our battalion was to ac-
company this motorized task force and render continuous support by leap-
frogging the batteries. The detailed plan had Battery “A"” accompanying
the 1st Battalion, 142nd Infantry, which had been chosen to spearhead
the attack.

The motor movement began on 23 November with Battery “A'" ac-
companying the 1st Battalion, This included the prime movers, one wire
truck, the fifth section, and two extra ammunition trucks. In addition, a
skeleton Fire Direction Center crew in a 608 radio car accompanied this
battery. The remainder of the battalion, including Battery “B” (self-
propelled 105s) from the 753rd Tank Battalion which was attached to us
for this operation, remained in the present position east of Corcieux.

The column advanced to the vicinity of Mandray, a distance of five
miles, where it encountered heavy mine fields defended by ground troops,
artillery and flak wagons. OQur troops were forced to detruck and advance
by foot in an effort fo drive out the enemy. Battery “A” was put into
position in the west edge of Mandray early the morning of 24 November.
During the morning of the same day, the battery commanders of the
other batteries were brought forward, and a position was selected for one
other battery. Battery “B" occupied this position during the afternoon;
and, at the request of the regimental commander, the other batteries were
not brought forward at this time because of the poor road conditions and
the scarcity of battery positions.

During the day, the foot troops made very good advances; and a for-
ward displacement of the artillery was in order. However, the only route
torward in our sector could not be used due to mine fields, enemy artillery
am;l snipers. Late in the afternoon a route through the sector of the
unit on our left was found in a reconnaissance made for positions in the
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vicinity of Ban de Laveline. The batteries were all brought up and put
into position the night of 24-25 November.

The progress of the infantry was fairly rapid. However, the scat-
tered resistance and road blocks made continuance of the motorized move-
ment impractical. One such road block was encountered where the high-
way passes over the peak of the Vosages Mountains. This consisted of a
strong physical block of timber and rocks, defended by approximately
one hundred troops with automatic weapons and two anti-tank guns.
Artillery fire was adjusted on this block, preceding the attack of our
infantry—about 350 rounds were dumped on this one target. After this
preparation, the road block was overrun and easily cleared. About forty
prisoners were taken, and one of the 77mm anti-tank guns had been de-
stroyed by a direct hit. This opened the way for another quick advance
by our troops, These advances were not made on the highway, but by
forced marches on the ridges parallel to the north of the highway. In
this manner the enemy in Ste. Marie aux Mines and Ste. Croix aux Mines
(a distance of eight and ten miles, respectively, from the road block) was
outflanked and surprised. Ste. Marie aux Mines was completely cleared
the same day and fighting continued in the eastern half of Ste. Croix.

Early the morning the 26 November Batteries “A”, “B" and “C"
moved forward five thousand yards to positions in the vicinity of Wisem-
bach; Battery “X" with skeleton Fire Direction Center crew moved up to
Ste. Marje aux Mines. During the same day, the remainder of the battal-
ion moved up to the latter town. Due to the scarcity of positions, one
battery found it necessary to set up “parade style” in the town square.
Battery “C" of the 155th Field Artillery Batttalion (medium) was at-
tached to the battalion and put into position in the same vicinity. This
battery was fired through our Fire Direction Center with the aid of one
of their computers.

During the afternoon, action flared up in Ste. Croix aux Mines when
our troops attempted to clear the town. This section was centered around
two tanks and forty-four enemy infantrymen. An infantry company
commander, using telephone communications, adjusted the fire of one of
our guns on the tanks which were about two hundred yards in front of
him. About thirty rounds of HE, hits and near misses, although not de-
stroying the tanks, forced one of the crews to abandon its tank. The offi-
cer adjusted the fire, then called for a couple of rounds of white phos-
phorus smoke while he brought up his own armor. The scheme worked
perfectly with our tank moving up under the smoke screen and knocking
out the enemy tanks at point-blank range. The afternoon of the same
day our infantry moved into position on the high ground north of Musloch
about one mile east of Ste. Croix. Our forward observer, accompanying
this group, observed approximately one hundred enemy personnel and
some vehicles in the vicinity of Musloch. One battery was adjusted on
the target, and the battalion fired a total of 475 rounds for effect. This
caused the enemy heavy casuaities and completely disorganized the re-
mainder, enabling our troops to occupy the village and to take some
seventy prisoners.
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On 30 November another leapfrog movement was made by displace~
" ment of Battery “B"” and Battery “C” of the 133rd Field Artillery Bat-
. talion (attached to us) to positions in the vicinity of Liepvre. Another
~ gkeleton Fire Direction Center crew was sent forward with this group.
The primary mission of thees two batteries was to support the 2nd Bat-
talion of the 143rd Infantry which was operating in our sector,
: The end of the month of November found us on the eastern slopes
" of the Vosages Mountains with observation points looking across the
Rhine River into Germany.

December 1944

S The action during the month of November had been a very rapid
.+ push through the Vosages Mountains; and for the last two weeks, the
. enemy had not presented any well-planned defense. This action carried
" our people as far east as the town of Selestat which was occupied on
' 3 December 1944. However since the terrain east of the town for about
" five hundred yards was under water, no further progress could be made
in this direction and, therefore, defensive positions were set up. The plan
‘at first had been to continue the attack east and southeast to the Rhine
River—meanwhile our battalion had moved up to the west edge of Sele-
- stat—which would enable us to support the attack to great depth, During
© 7 the second week of Décember, there was little activity in our sector; how-
: . ever on the division southern flank around Colmar, the fighting was quite
intense as our forces attempted to close in on the latter city. On 12 De-
cember 1944, a surprise attack was launched on Selestat from the east
‘and northeast. The enemy achieved limited success in the initial stage of
this attack; but, during the afterncon, friendly reinforcements were
brought up and most of our positions were restored. During this time,
our battalion was firing both observed and unobserved fire. Most of this
" was done with charge one. At one time we were firing at a range of
twelve hundred yards. About twenty-two hundred rounds were fired
during the day. About one hundred of these rounds were fired between
1800 hours and 1900 hours along a railroad track to the northeast of
Selestat. It had been reported earlier in the day by a prisoner of war
that an attack using this route was to be launched at 1830 hours. The
attack never materialized. Inspection of the area next day by patrols
found the bodies of about two hundred German soldiers in that vicinity.
Although the attacks had been beaten off, the bhattalion moved west
some three thousand yards to the vicinity of Chatanois to be in a better
defensive position in case the attack were renewed in the morning, The
enemy did not continue the attack the following morning, however. This
was probably due to the fact that he had suffered heavy casualties in
dead and wounded and some three hundred had been taken prisoner.
At the same time the southern flank of the division was attacked by
an enemy force, estimated to be fifteen hundred. Special enemy mountain
troops were sent out to infiltrate into the artillery positions, These suc-
ceeded in two cages—getting into the positions of the 131st and 133rd
Field Artillery Battalions. In the case of the latter, two vehicles and one
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howitzer were damaged by enemy armed with bazookas. The enemy was
beaten off and the original positions held.

After the attack of the 12-13 December, the area of the 142nd In-
fantry Regiment around Selestate became quiet again. However, due to
the activity on the division right flank, the 142nd Regimental boundary
was shifted south to include more frontage in this direction. Since this
additional territory could not be covered from our position, it necessitated
the shifting of one battery about five thousand yards to the south to
cover the regiment's right flank. This displacement took place on 18 De-
cember 1944. Defensive fires were adjusted by our Haison officers and
forward observers the following morning. As most of the activity was in
the southern sector, this one battery was kept quite busy both day and
night, especially on the regiment’s extreme right flank where the enemy
counterattacked repeatedly. No ground was lost by our troops, the enemy
being beaten off in all cases.

During the third week of December, the 36th Division changed paosi-
tions with the 3rd Infantry Division. On 22 December the 142nd Regi-
mental Combat Team was relieved in its sector in the vicinity of Selestat
and the same day closed into positions in the vicinity of Strashourg along
the west bank of the Rhine River. This was an extremely quiet position
with its action limited to an exchange of small arms and artillery from
either side.

The battalion’s initial mission in this position was the direct support
of the 141st Infantry Regiment, However this was soon changed to direct
support of the Linden Task Force when the 36th Division (less 132nd and
155th Field Artillery Battalions) was withdrawn to a reserved rest area.
This gave us the responsibility for artillery fire over a front which had
Previously been covered by an entire division artillery. The batteries
were put into position to cover a twenty-six thousand meter front. To
augment our fires we had three cannon companies, two companies of
tanks with 75mm guns, one tank battery with 105mm guns and two 90mm
A.A, batteries. To control this artillery, two fire direction centers were
set up—one, north of Strasbourg and the other, south of the town. How-
ever, little firing was done. Qur three liaison officers went to each of
the infantry regiments and the forward observers were employed, one
with each battalion. This did not allow them to do much observing, but
merely to act as battalion Kaison officers. Most of the observing in these
positions was done from stationary observation points, augmented by the
cannon companies, mortar and outpost observers,

Since we took a sector that had already been occupied, many of our
wire lines were already in. However, the installation of new wires and
maintenanee of the already extensive existing ones taxed our wire sec-
tions to the utmost. The battalion spent both Christmas and New Year's
in these relatively comfortable and inactive positions.

The end of the year, 1944, found the battalion on the west bank of
the Rhine River after one hundred and forty days of continuous combat
duty, its action from this position limited to throwing an occasional round
of artillery into Germany.
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Jannary 1945

"The beginning of the year 1945 found the 132nd Field Artillery Bat-
talion in the vicinity of Strasbourg, on the west bank of the Rhine River.
The mission of the battalion was reinforcement of the fires of the 33rd
Field Artillery Brigade. The general situation was defensive; and the
sector all along the Rhine was quiet. Al of the infantry regiments of
the %6th Division were in a rest and training area to the rear; and our
hattalion was on a six-hour alert to rejoin the division. Although there
was little activity in our sector, there were plenty of rumors circulating
coneerning the German advances in northern Alsace; and many civilians
were already evacuating the city of Strasbourg.

On 3 January 1945, at 1330 hours, the battalion was ordered to rejoin
ihe 26th Infantry Division in the vicinity of Saverne or Saarebourg. At
1530 hours we were on the road and arrived at 1730 hours at Saverne
where we were instructed by military police to proceed to Saarebourg.
After some delay in the latter town, an officer, who had been sent ahead,
contacted us and informed the battalion commander that the division was
moving to the vicinity of Montbronn in the Bitche sector, and gave us
the route which we were to follow. At 0200 hours the march was resumed
to Montbronn. This difficult march through darkness and cold was com-
pleted about 0330 hours. The assistant S-3 met us in the vicinity of
Montbronn and took the battery comanders on reconnaissance of positions
which he had selected. These positions were actually an assembly area;
but the guns were put in firing position since the enemy was well within
range. During the morning, another position area was assigned in the
vicinity of St. Louis les Bitche, and reconnaissance was completed by
noon. During the afternoon, the batteries occupied these positions. Our
present mission was that of reinforcing the fires of the 131st Field Artil-
lery Battalion since the 141st Infantry Regiment was the only infantry
reziment in the lines. The activity on our immediate front was negli-
gible; but the front was more or less “on the edge,” because the enemy
was putting strong pressure to the north and southeast of us.

The preparation of the gun pits was made difficult by frozen ground
and hilly terrain in our area. Further, in two of the battery areas there
were no buildings nor shelter of any kind. However with the aid of some
dynamite, logs and a great deal of pick and shovel work by the gun
crews, excellent dug-in gun pits and dugouts with overhead cover were
scon constructed.

On 6 January the 142nd Infantry Regiment relieved the 141st In-
I.Taratry Regiment, and our forward observers were committed with the
infantry. The sector remained quiet until 8 January, 1945, when the 1st
Battalion made a limited objective attack to improve the positions. The
attack was successful and the anticipated counterattack, which developed
the next morning, was beaten off with heavy casualties to the enemy. The
142nd Infantry Regiment was relieved by the 143rd Infantry Regiment;
and our mission changed to reinforcing the fires of the 133rd Field
Artillery Battalion.

The plans for an attack to the northeast were prepared. However,
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before any action could be taken in either direction, the 142nd Regimental
Combat Team was alerted to move to the sector of the 103rd Infantry
Division in the vicinity of Sarreguemines. The plans, including the route

a break this time since the positions were already prepared, wire instal-
lations were in and enough houses were in the area to accommodate the
personnel, The front, generally between Saarguemines and Forbach, was
very quiet, and few missiong were fired.

The 103rd Infantry Division was being relieved by the 70th Infantry
Division which was supported by the 69th and 93rd Armored Field Artil-
lery Battalions. On the night of 16 Janaury 1945, the 383rd Field Artil-

Artillery Battalion. This as done beteen 2100 hours and 2400 hours the
night of 16 January 1945, and included bringing up our laison and for-
ward observer parties to the supported infantry, 276th Infantry Regi-
ment. The next day the 93rd Armored Field Artillery Battalion arrived
and relieved us of the mission and positions during the late afternoon.
Batteries moved back, as they were relieved, to their previous positions
at Metzing. ,

At 0100 hours, 18 January 1945, warning orders were received for
the battalion to be ready to move at 0800 hours to a destination in the
Haguenau area, A quartering party was sent out the next morning: and

S-3. The battalion commander and the battalion S-2 rode ahead. Upon
arrival at Fenetrange ahead of the battalion, Lt. Col. Green was informed

bat Team had been changed from Saverne to Durstel. The battalion was
rerouted and taken to an assembly area in the vicinity of Bettewiller,
where it was pulled off the road to await further orders, At first, it was
thought we woulg Occupy our old positions in the vicinity of Montbronn
which was nearby. However, at 1800 hours the orders were received to
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tion and ready to fire, having just completed an eighteen-hour march,

" rhe Haguenau sector into which we had just moved was an extremely
. aetive one. Sinee the first of the year, the enemy had exerted consider-
" able pressure on the northern Alsace sector, forcing withdrawals on the
part of our troops. As we entered the sector, the situation was some-
" what confused.
. On 20 January 1945, one infantry regiment, the 143rd Infantry Regi-
}ﬁéht, was in line in the corps right flank between Rohrwiller and Weyer-
" sheim. Our mission was reinforcing the fires of the 133rd Field Artillery
. Battalion. On the same day plans were made to carry out a major with-
" drawal from north of Haguenau. This necessitated a hasty displacement
“on our part. During the afternoon, the battalion displaced to positions in
" the vicinity of Geudertheim. In our sector three infantry hattalions were
““in the line, and each had a battalion of artillery in direct support of it.
“In addition, there were from one to three light artillery battalions, as
©.well as a medium battalion, reinforcing these fires. Therefore, when the
" enemy reacted to our withdrawal and began making probing attacks to
" test the strength of our front, we were able to crack down on him quickly
" with a large mass of artillery fire. After making two or three probing
.. attacks and suffering heavy casualties, the enemy troops secured a tems-
porary bridgehead across the Moder, northwest of Haguenau. This was
" also’ counterattacked, and the enemy was driven back across the river
" with heavy casualties.
© . The strengthening of our front, combined with the allied successes
. on the other fronts, seems to have changed the enemy’s intentions in our
. sector. During the remainder of the month, he appeared to go on the
. defensive, and from all indications his panzer divisions were withdrawn
from our front. As soon as this was realized by our commanders, we
© again became aggressive, and at the close of the month the battalion
‘occupied positions in the vicinity of Bischwiller in preparation for an
. attack to the north and east. At first appearances, the month would be
characterized by the old army expression “SNAFU.” However, on closer
‘inspection and considering the role played by the 36th Infantry Division,
-+ the 142nd Infantry Regimental Combat Team in particular, it can be
" seen that our army commanders were engaged in a mighty game of mili-
tary chess in which the 36th Infantry Division played the role of “Queen.”
Most of the period, we were in corps or army reserve, subject to action
on any part of the army sector. At the first of the month, we saw action
on the Tth Army right flank at Strasbourg, then to the middle of the
front in the vicinity of Bitche, later to the left flank in the vicinity of
Saarguemines, and finally back to the right flank again southeast of
Haguenau. The fact that all of these difficult moves and operations were
made without detering incidents, despite the hardships of winter, was a
credit to all personnel of the command.

February 1945

‘ The beginning of the month of February found the battalion in posi-
tion southwest of Bischwiller, France, with the enemy front lines about
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1500 yards to the north and east. This relatively “close-up” position was
occupied in preparation to support the attack of the 142nd Infantry
Regiment. In reviewing the events of the previous months, it will be re-
called that, during the month of January, the units of the VI Corps had
withdrawn in the face of enemy troops and armor. At the end of the
month, a defensive position, running generally east and west, south of the
Moder River, had been defended successfully against strong enemy at-
tacks. The fact that these attacks failed, coupled with the Allied suc-
cesses on other fronts, made it apparent that enemy troops were being
withdrawn from our sector. As a result, it was believed that the enemy
had given up the offensive in our sector and would, therefore, be on the
defensive. The attack, in which the 142nd Infantry Regiment participated,
had the object of straightening out our line and also testing the enemy's
strength and defenses as well as establishing a bridgehead across the
Moder. This attack jumped off on 1 February with the primary object of
seizing Oberhoffen with one battalion. The attack was initially successful;
and two companies were in the town the next morning. However, these
companies did not have any supporting armor with them as the bridge
over the Moder River had not yet been completed. During the morning,
the enemy counterattacked with infantry, supported by tanks, and suc-
ceeded in getting into the town and disorganizing our troops. During this
time, our ground observers, as well as the air OP, expended some 1500
rounds on observed missions of tanks and infantry. Late in the after-
noon, the town was again attacked from the south by the 1st Battalion
against stiff opposition. The attack was resumed the next morning and,
by slow and steady progress, succeeded in clearing out most of the town
during the day. The next few days, although the town had been cleared,
it was made almost untenable for our people by enemy self-propelled and
tank fire from the woods, 300 to 400 yards to the northeast.

At this time the continuation of the attack to the east of Oberhoffen
was taken over by another unit of the division. The 142nd Infantry was
given a sector, including Kaltenhouse. This made it necessary for us to
move west to be in a better position to cover our regimental sector.
Things quieted down again for a few days, during which time our artillery
fires were very much restricted by ammunition allocations, Observed
targets were always available due to the aggressive enemy; and although
we fired on most of the missions, the proper fire for effect could not
always be given. On 11 February the enemy launched a battalion-size
attack on Oberhoffen, supported by at least two self-propelled guns. With
the help of darkness and an early morning snowstorm, they succeeded in
getting into the center of the town without much opposition. However,
when daylight came and the snowstorm stopped, the enemy's route into
town was sealed off with artillery fire, and our troops in town converged
on the enemy from the north and south. By nightfall two hundred pris-
oners of war had been taken, including one battalion commander and two
company commanders, and one of the self-propelled guns was knocked out.
The failure of this attack, as well as the previous counterattack, appar-
ently proved to the enemy that we were determined to hold Oberhoffen, so
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no further attacks were launched against us. Having established a bri.dge-
head across the Moder River, we, too, went on the defensive. This situa-
tion continued with the center of activity on the front around Oberhoffen
where considerable self-propelled and tank fire was exchanged. Our am-
munition allowance of approximately twelve rounds per gun per day
allowed us to make only weak efforts to combat the enemy’s self-pro-
. pelled guns, mortars, and automatic weapons which incessantly harassed
the town.
' On 15 February the 142nd Infantry Regiment was relieved by the
143rd Infantry Regiment; and our mission then became one of general
support. The third week of February was a rather quiet and inactive

o one for us because of the nature of our mission and the ammunition re-

strictions. However, we were comfortably situated, and showers and
“movies were available, Near the end of the week the division sector was
changed to include more frontage to the west and to be relieved of all
the sector, including Oberhofien to the east. The 142nd Regimental Com-
bat Team was to relieve elements of the 101st Airborne Infantry Division
in a sector east of Haguenau. On 22 February our battalion occupied
positions in the vicinity of Huttendorf. Our initial role in this position
was general support of the 101st Airborne Infantry Division Artillery.
However, since this was an extremely inactive front, we did little more
than to register on a number of check points.

On 26 February the 142nd Infantry came into the lines; and we again
took over the direct support. Two battalions of infantry and the Anti-
tank Company were put in the line, and we had five observers in position
with those units. Because the flat terrain and forest offered poor obser-
vation, it was necessary for some of our observers to occupy positions in
dugouts with the front line infantry. Although there were no major
targets fired on, every day found us firing on small groups of infantry,
mortars and machine guns.

The month ended with the 142nd Regimental Combat Team in this
inactive defensive position.

March 1945

The beginning of the month found the 132nd Field Artillery Bat-
talion in position in the vicinity of Huttendorf in direct support of the
142nd Infantry Regiment. The general situation was of a defensive nature
with only patrol action by either side. The front was defined by the
Moder River which ran northwest and southwest through Haguenau. The
ffront was generally quiet all along our army sector with the main action
In the theater taking place farther north where the First, Third, and
Ninth Armies were attacking.

From 6 to 13 March the battalion was out of the line and in a train-
area. It was quite a relief, after over two hundred continuous combat
days, to be out of the lines away from the noise, danger and tension of
combat, Qur training during this week consisted mainly of toning up
for combat. During this time, one day was devoted to the calibration of
the twelve howitzers which brought out the fact that several guns in the

ing
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battalion consistently fired as much as two hundred yards shorter in
average range than the rest of the guns. Corrections were made for
these guns in subsequent firing with better results reported by the for.
ward observers,

On 13 March orders were received and plans made for our return to
active combat. Positions were selected in the vicinity of Dauendorf, about
fifteen hundred yards from the front lines. These positions were to be
occupied in preparation for an attack in which our division, as well as
other divisions of the Seventh Army, were to participate. On the night
of the 14th these positions were occupied. Our mission was that of direct
support of 142nd Infantry Regiment: the mission of the division was to
breach the Siegfried Line which began some twenty miles north, and then
to push east to the Rhine.

This attack all along the Seventh Army front jumped off the morning
of the 15th with no artillery breparation in our particular sector. The
initial resistance at the river crossing was quite strong, but lacked depth.
After this crust had been penetrated, resistance was spotty or nonexistent.
However ,the infantry and tanks were delayed by mines and demolition
abatis,

Early on the morning of 17 March the battalion displaced forward a
distance of four miles; and alternate plans were made for rapid pursuit
with the infantry riding on our artillery vehicles. However these plans
were not carried out due to demolitions; and the battalion again displaced
four miles, later in the evening, Since there was little or no resistance,
very little firing was done by our battalion from these intermediate posi-
tions. On noon of 18 March we again moved forward a distance of fif-
teen files to positions in the vicinity of Lobsann where the batteries went
into temporary positions. The battalion commander and battery com-
manders went forward another four miles to the vicinity of Drachenbronn
where the battalion was brought up at 1900 hours. These positions were
occupied in preparation for an attack on Wissembourg, where it was be-
lieved that the enemy would stand. However, with the exception of mines
and demolitions, only light resistance was encountered and the town was
quickly cleared. The advance continued through the next day until our
infantry ran into the outer defenses of the Slegfried Line, about five miles
north of Wissembourg. At this time our battalion had moved to positions
about two miles north of Wissembourg and inside the German border.
We were then in position three thousand yards from the first “Dragon’s
Teeth” and pill boxes of the Siegfried Line and prepared for an attack
against it. Enemy opposition became more intense. This included artil-
lery and nebelwerfer fire, as well as machine gun and smail arms, On
the 20th the infantry began its attack on the line, but advances were
made only through the hilly, densely wooded country on the left of our
sector, and here the going was very difficult. Our battalion did a great
deal of firing against machine guns, nebelwerfers and artillery; but our
light, or even the medium artillery, was ineffective against the enemy pill
boxes. It was only the infantrymen with demolitions who could clear
them out.
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On 21 and 22 March the job of capturing the pill boxes continued
with slow, but steady, progress. In one instance, one of our forward
" observers, adjusting an eight-inch howitzer, found it to be very effective
" “and knocked out four pill boxes.

" ‘While this was taking place, the armored units of Gen. Patton's
: *'"I;hifd Army had broken through the Rhine at a point eighty miles north
- of ‘our front. From there they had pushed on to the south and by 22
" March were reported to be only twenty miles north of our position. This
“threat to the enemy's rear, plus the fact that our infantry had penetrated
the line in some points, made any further opposition in our sector unwise.
" The night of the 22nd we were subjected to very heavy artillery and
“nebelwerfer fire as the enemy withdrew. Our infantry was quick to fol-
ow the retreating enemy. With infantry riding on tanks, spearheading
_the ‘pursuit, our battalion, with an infantry battalion, on our vehicles fol-
“Jowed after the retreating Germans from noon until the next maorning
(24 March), when we went into position in the vicinity of Rulzheim about

ﬁ";fé thousand yards west of the Rhine. This rapid advance of twenty-
_five miles through the completely disorganized enemy found many small
“groups by-passed. The morning of the 24th found our batteries capturing
~small groups of from six to ten enemy soldiers. About seventy-five
- prisoners were taken by the battalion in two days.

- Our ocupation of the town of Rulzhein is an example of American
“ versatility. We moved into the town early in the morning while the
- infantry was still clearing it. An occasional round of enemy artillery
- -came in until about noon. The evening of the same day a picture show
- .was given for the battalion in the auditorium of a hotel used as the bat-
 ‘talionheadquarters.

.2+ This completed our mission of breaking through the Siegfried line
- ‘and taking all of the ground up to the Rhine River. The only activity in
- the sector was policing up of the small groups of enemy that failed to
=i get over the river,

"+ The battalion remained in this position until 29 March, During this
_".-f'-__pe'ri_od, the only activity that was observed was a few individuals around

.- pill boxes on the opposite side of the Rhine. There was little artillery
. firing done from either side during this period.

- The last three days of the month the division was withdrawn from
- the line and moved into an assembly area in the vicinity of Landau,
. Sweating out our next mission.
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Chapter VII

Support of the Allied Military Government,
Return to Combat Across the Rhine,
and “YE” Day

April 1945

The activities of the battalion for the month of April can be divided
into two periods. The first of these included the first twenty-four days
of the month, when the battalion aided the division’s support of the
Allied Military Government in occupying a part of Germany and also
carried on some training and preparation for future offensive operations,
The second period consisted of the last week of the month, when the
division joined the XXI Corps and participated in the pursuit of the fast.
crumbling German Army.

During the occupational period, the batteries were billeted in four
small towns, some fifteen miles north of Kaiserlautern. Our mission
consisted of supporting the Military Government in this zone. The bat-
talion was assigned a large area, and this, in turn, was broken down to
the batteries. The actual work consisted of policing up all explosives
and military personnel and enforcing the ordinances and regulations pre-
scribed by the Military Government, The performing of these tasks took
the time of considerable men and trucks for the first week because there
were quite a fow military abandoned in the area. Large sfores of equip-
ment that could not he hauled away required guards. This, combined with
the guards on the highways to restrict civilian travel, kept a large num-
ber of cur personnel on continual guard duty, In regard to the handling
of civilians, it was found that a battalion civil affairs officer was neces-
sary to coordinate the civilian control. By the middle of the month the
policing job had been completed and the guard arranged so that two
batteries performed all the duties while the other two were free for
fraining. On 19 April the battalion was examined by inspection teams
from the division headguarters., The various teams inspected kitchens,
pilletts, orderly rooms and records, trucks, howitzers and other ordnance
equipment, Although there were some minor deficiencies, the battalion
made a good showing on the inspection.

' On 23 April we received orders for movement east across the Rhine
River; and a billeting party was sent forward. This time it was under~
Stood that we were to take a hundred-mile motor move and go into an
assembly area. At 0745 hours on the 24th the first serial left. At 1600
hours the battalion closed into the town of Goggenbach after a one hun-
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dred and sixty-mile move without incident. The entire 142nd Regimental
Combat Team was billeted in the nearby towns. Twenty-five of our
trucks were dispatched the next morning to help move up the remainder
of the division.

On 26 April the 3rd Battalion of the 142nd Infantry Regiment and
our battalion received a sudden mission to investigate a by-passed group
of two hundred enemy soldiers who were located in the woods, southeast
of Aalen. The trucks we had sent out the day before returned in time
for the battalion to pull out at 1600 hours, following the 3rd Battalion.
At 2300 hours we closed into a town just north of Aalen where the bat-
teries went into firing positions. The suspected enemy never material-
ized; however, the mission that the division would soon undertake was
announced. This was the relief of the 63rd Infantry Division which was
to take place as soon as we could move in and take over. At this time
the general situation on the XXI Corps front was fluid, and resistance
was spotty. The general position of the troops at this time was some-
where immediately south of the Danube River; and rapid progress to
the south and southeast was reported by all units in this sector.

On 26 April the actual relief took place, and at this time the line of
farthest advance was along the Lech River in the vicinity of Landsberg.
Here, although there were ng enemy troops in contact, our troops were
held up by blown bridges, One railroad bridge was captured intact——the
12th Armored Division, which was working in our sector, was given
priority in the crossing. The next day a pontoon bridge was constructed
across the river—the 14%nd Infantry Regimental Combat Team went
across during the late afternoon and night of 29 April. This move was
made into territory that had been recently overrun by the 12th Armored
Division; and there was danger of sniping from by-passed enemy troops.
This move became very unpleasant when it started snowing at about
2200 hours; however it cleared up at 2400 hours, and afterward it was
not so bad. After fifty miles of night driving, we arrived in an assembly
area in the town of Polling, immediately south of Weilheim, at 0500
hours. Here, we rested for a few hours and fed out a hot breakfast while
plans were being made for the march to the south and southeast. At 0800
hours on the 30th the orders were received to continue the motor move-
ment in the same order as the previous night with the mission of moving
south to the town of Murnau, where the infantry was to form road blocks
or two of the main roads leading to the Alps. At 0920 hours we were
on the road again and arrived in Murnau at 1515 hours. While we were
en route, six Me-109s flew across the columns, two of which zoomed low
to strafe, but they overshot their mark and did no damage. This was
the first time we had seen enemy planes during the daytime for many
months. The road blocks were set up without incident and our battalion
hilleted in the town of Murnau with the guns in a position of readiness,

To summarize the month of April, the first three weeks of non-
combat duty as occupation troops, although it required much work, were
a welcome relief after the many months of combat which we had bheen
through. The latter part of the period found the battalion moving one
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sundred and fifty-nine miles in pursuit of an enemy which never mater-
jalized. Mo rounds were fired by our battalion during the month, and no
casualties were sustained, Hundreds of enemy prisoners were rounded

up in the last few days.

May 1945

During the month of April, the battalion had returned to the line
in the vicinity of Landsberg, Germany, where it relieved the 63rd Infan-
try Division, and had participated in the hasty pursuit of the fast-crum-
hling German Army. This pursuit carried ug to Murnau in Southern
Germany, which is near the northern entrance to the Alps and on the
cdge of what was thought to be the German Army’s redoubt. It was in
this location that we opened in the month of May. The mission of the
112nd Regimental Combat Team was to block two entrances to the Alps
a few miles south of Murnau—our guns were in a position of readiness
to support these road blocks, However, there had been no enemy resist-
ance for the past few days and none was encountered here. Many German
soldiers were being picked up as they quit their disorganized flight into
the mourntains.

The battalion received a short rest in the comfortable billets in
Murnau while plans for further pursuit of the enemy were being drawn
up. Four or five different plans were issued during the next three days.
Un 4 May these plans crystalized; and the battalion moved out in the
morning at 0800 hours and traveled some fifty miles to the east, and
then twenty miles to the south, closing in at 2100 hours in Kufstein,
Austria. Along the way the convoy passed thousands of enemy soldiers
on their way back to our prisoner-of-war cages,

In Kufstein the battalion went into firing position, but no firing was
done. The forward infantry elements, however, did run into some scat-
tered resistance from die-hard SS Troops, but these were quickly over-
come. On 5 May at 1600 hours we again got march orders; and, with
the 1st Battalion, 142nd Infantry Regiment, riding on our trucks, moved
thirty miles deeper into the Tyrolean Alps—into the town of Schlitters,
same five miles northeast of Innsbruck. At 2030 hours the same day
the battalion commander read the following message to the staff and
the battery commanders, assembled: “German surrender effective 031200,
May, 1945, All units will remain in place.” This was a very welcome
message to everyone. Even though we had not been doing any fighting
iately, it was a great relief to know that the job we had worked on in-
cessantly for so long was at last about to be completed. Realization of
the end of “blood, sweat and tears” in Europe did not come upon us
suddenly. We had lived a pattern of definite uncertainty for so long that
change would only come gradually.

The battalion remained in the vicinity of Schlitters for the next three
days while we gave the German Army a chance to transmit the terms of
surrender to all of its personnel. On 8 May the battalion moved seventy
miles to the southeast into the heart of the Tyrolean Alps, where the
regimental combat team was to occupy an area and enforce the terms of
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The 132ng Field Artillery Battalion up to and including “vE» Day
had spent seven hundred ang thirty-eight (738 days Overseas; four hun-
dred angd twenty (420) days, in combat. The battalion fired well gver
two hundred forty-nine thousand, two hundred ang fourteen (249,214)
rounds of artillery, There Were one hundred ang ninety-two (192) cas-
ualties; forty (40) of these were killed, and nineteen (19) more missing
or prisoners of war,
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/ ~ Chapter VIIT

Headquarters Battery

By CPL. ROBERT R. SIMONETTI

The Texas Nationa) Guard was mobilized on 25 November 1940, The
1st Battalion, Headquarters Battery, 132nd Field Artillery Regiment,
which then consisted of three officers and fifty-nine enlisted men, was
made a part of the 36th Division in December, 1940. The men of the
regiment hailed from Bonham and other nearby communities,

New selectees were soon brought into the outfit to bring its strength
up to one hundred and twenty enlisted men, while the number of officers
remained unchanged. Tt was shortly after the rough-and-tough cam-
paign—and it has been rehashed and refought a million times, from the
beer joints of Fort Worth to the Bavarian Alps of Germany.

The boys came back from these strenuous maneuvers with the ardent
hope of obtaining much-needed and well-deserved furloughs. These
dreams were smashed by the startling news of Japan's treacherous attack
on Pearl Harbor. All furloughs were canceled; and the rumors began
to fly fast and furious. Despite all the insinuations ang reports that
were making the rounds, the division still found itself enjoying the lux-
uries and privileges of the good old U.S.A. when 1942 rolled around.

The regiment was hroken up into two battalions gn 10 February 1942,
and the 1st Battalion became the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion,

A few days later the battalion moved, along with the rest of the
divigion, to Camp Blanding, Florida. Here, we enjoyed the warm sun-
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shine of this winter resort state {attention: California Chamber of Com-
merce). Four hard months of vigorous training lay in store for us, but
the passes issued on weekends somehow made up for the suffering we
endurad. Perhaps the most remembered feature of our stay at Blanding
was the thirty-mile hike some of us went on. Brother, it was puhlenty
rough.

When we moved into the Carolinas, we once again embarked on
maneuvers, but the general consensus of opinion seemed to be that they
were quite tame compared with Louisiana.

Having brought the maneuvers to a successful conclusion, the entire
division moved north to Camp Edwards, Massachusetts. Here, we began
the amphibious training that was to stand us in such good stead on the
beaches of Salerno and Southern France. The rugged climate of the
Cape Cod camp wasn't exactly like that of Florida, but the hoys quickly
acclimated themselves to their new environment. Shore dinners became
favorite dishes, and Boston accents sprang up overnight. Cupid’'s darts
struck with devastating effect on the more susceptible members of the
hattery, and many were the tears that flowed like wine when we left
New England.

We moved to Amherst, Virginia, in March and immediately began
mountain training. The bitter cold of this isolated and dreary spot in
the wilderness will long be remembered by those who were unfortunate
enough to be with the battery at the time. Strange to say, however,
there was not a single case of anyone freezing to death. This was due
more to coincidence than anything else.

The next stop on our itinerary was A. P. Hill, Virginia. It was here
that preparations were begun for overseas shipment, Even the over-
optimistic, who were continually preaching that the division would never
leave the States, began to lose hope.

Final arrangements for our trip overseas were made at Fort Dix,
New Jersey. We moved here from A.P. Hill in the cold, grey dawn of
a March morning under a curtain of utmost secrecy. To the more imag-
inative mind, this all lent an air of adventure to the whole proceedings.
Eagerness, excitement and wondering anticipation were written on the
faces of all the men. The thought of sailing out inte the great unknown
has always been an undeniable thrill, from the early meanderings of the

Norsemen to the more complicated system of convoys in our modern
world.

In April, 1943, we boarded the U.SS. Argentina at Pier 13, Staten
Island. The next day found us slowly gliding by a girl whom we were
destined not to see for a long, long time—the Statue of Liberty. Many a

}u’mp in many a throat was to be seen as that grand lod girl faded slowly
into the distance.

The days spent on board ship during the crossing were happy, care-
free ones, even though the quarters assigned to us were not of the
Copley-Plaza variety. You couldn’t turn around in the crowded compart-
ment without kicking three or four of your buddies, but what the heck?
We were men and didn’t need the luxuries of civilian life, The card and
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crap games flourished all over the ship, and small fortunes were won
and lost during the thirteen days we were on the ocean,

The sight of land, after a long period at sea, is always a maost wel-
come one, even though the land is an unfamiliar one. For most, it was
the first opportunity to view a foreign country; and it was a small sort
of thrill (very small) to know that we would be gazing upon peoples and
scenes that we had heretofore seen only in magazines and in the movies,
It would be superfluous to say that the majority of us had been deluded
by the Hollywood version of Africa. The seductive Arabian beauties of
the “Road to Morocco” were merely an illusion.

From April to September we trained and drilled for the coming
invasion of continental Europe. Magenta, Port Lyautey and Arzew were
among the lucky cities to be enhanced by our presence. And it was dur-
ing this period that we were to become acquainted with the French
madamoiselle—ooh la la. Our social life was brought to an abrupt end
when we loaded onto ships in Oran Harbor.

The 5 September found us steaming out of a harbor once again, but
this was to prove more eventful than our previous journey. On the Tth
while we were still at sea and nearing the island of Sicily, the electrifying
news of Italy's unconditional surrender to the Allies reached us. Everyone
was jubilant and looked forward to a pleasani and comfortable landing
on the Italian maniland. How wrong we were has been recorded by his-
tory. The bloody landing at Salerne, the struggle for the establishment
of a beachhead and the ferocious fight for Altavilla attes to just how
wrong we had been. The 36th did itself proud that day and started its
way on the road to victory and fame. We were the first American divi-
sion to hit the Italian mainland and deliver the first crushing blow to
Hitler's Festung Europa. We entered the fray green and inexperienced,
but emerged battle-scarred and seasoned troaps.

The battery was pulled out of the lines on 20 September to be re-
organized and given further training for the task that lay ahead of it.
More replacements were brought in to fill the gaps; and we realized for
the first time that war was not a game.

After a move to the outskirts of N aples, where the boys were afford-
ed the opportunity to visit Naples and Pompeii, we were committed to
another task. We went back into the lines 15 November 1943, and didn’t
emerge until 12 March 1944. From the shadow of Mt, Camino to the
monastery at Cassino, we fought continually on without any relief. The
liaison officers and forward observers spent miserable days and nights
running up and down the mountains, and the wire crews made daily runs
across Purple Heart Valley trying to keep the observation post lines in.
It was a rough winter for most; but there were the lighter moments,
without which it really would have been rough,

We had a front seat for the bombing of Montecassino Abbey—the
spectacle of the huge Flying Forts dropping their loads on that pin-point
target was a magnificent sight.

When we were relieved, we were pulled back to Maddoloni for a rest
and more training, Passes were again the order of the day, and the
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Italian vendors reaped small fortunes selling their versions of cognac and
champagne. Moving on to Avelling and Aversa, we had more training,
but in conjunction with the infantry this time.

The battalion went back into the line at Minturno and helped to
breach the Nazi Gothic Line. No sooner had this been done than we were
conveyed via water to Anzio. We were committed at Cisterna, and our
regimental combat team proceeded to pave the way for the break-through
at Velletri and clear the road to Rome. On 6 June them first European
- capital in Axis hands was liberated, and the tremendous reception given
us by the liberated people was something to remember. We sped on past
Rome and we were finally relieved on 26 June. We bivouacked in the
vicinity of Rome, where all the boys had a chance to see all the attrac-
tions, the least of which were the very good-lecking women. T'was quite
- a difference from the Italy we had seen below Rome.

Our next move was down to Paestum, close to the scene of the bloody
landing we had made almost a year previously, We embarked upon a
- rigid amphibious training program for an undisclosed assignment. The
rumors ran rampant once again—they had us invading Denmark, Greece,
the Balkans and the Brooklyn Navy Yard.

On 12 August 1944, we loaded onto LSTs at Naples Harbor, By this
time everyone was quite certain that we were heading for France. The
- shore line of Southern France met our eyes in the early-morning light
of the 15th—D-Day. Hundreds of bombers and fighter-bombers dark-
ened the already dim sky as they roared overhead and dumped their loads
on enemy installations. The battery landed shortly after H-hour and

began the forced march that was to take us through three countries be-
fore the enemy finally succumbed.

The division pushed relentlessly after the hastily-retreating German
Nineteenth Army, and finally caught up with it at Montelimar., Here
occurred one of the war's worst debacles, It was in the trap at Monteli-
mar that the annihilation took place. It is estimated that over 1,000
enemy vehicles were destroyed in the pocket. The broken remnants of
this once-powerful unit of the Wehrmacht fled northward, thoroughly
disorganized. We chased them up through France and, though they put
up stiff resistance in numerous Dlaces, the final result was never in doubt.
The battalion fought on through France and Germany until it was re-
lieved at the end of March, 1945, We had spent over twg hundred con-
secutive combat days for a new record.

The battalion had seven days of refresher training and then went
back into the line at Hagenau. Our combat team proceeded to break
the Moder River Line, and then went on to pull the teeth out of the
much-vaunted Siegfried Line. The Nagzi myth had really been exploded

for all time. When we reached Rulzheim, Germany, we were pulled out
for a much-needed rest,

We were sent to Borrstadt, Germany, to do occupational work in
Support of the Allied Military Government. The battery was billeted

in German barracks and the routine jobs of occupational work took up
mogt of ocur time.
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The middle of April found us going into the lines once again. The
news was becoming increasingly good, and we all looked forward to an
early end of the war., The enemy forces opposing us in Austria surren.
dered unconditionally on 6 May when we were in position in Kufstein,
Austria. Three days later, it was officially announced that the war was
definitely over. The long-awaited end had finally come after months of
bitter fighting, Celebrating was at an all-time low, because most remem-
bered the price that we had had to pay for victory and the fact that our
comrades in the Pacific were still locked in a fight-to-the-death struggle
with the fanatical Japs.

Our immediate task was accomplished, but much remained to be
done hefore the world could lift its head and make claim to being a eivil-
ized place in which to live.

Some of us would soon be homeward bound, while othersg would be
pondering over the dreary, but vitally necessary, task of occupying Ger-
many. The members of the battery would Once again be scattered gl
over the world, but there is little doubt that g single man wouldn't point
with pride to the fact that he had once been a member of Headquarters
Battery, 132nd Field Artillery Battalion,
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Lt Co! Green and M/Sgt Skidmore in Italy

Lt Backley in Italy




L
VEGLAHN
(Oassing, Italy)

Oltman, Hoffman, Walters, Hennie,
Sacher, Obrycki {Maddaloni, Italy)




JENNINGS
{Cassinon, Italy)
Morale low when the *'goat-tees” had to go.

TOWERY DEMING

SHIBLEY ROGERS
(Xtaly)

BORSELLtNO
(ltaly)
89

(ftaly)

HOFFMAN
Bivousc Area — Rome, Italy

The Road to Rome
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E - K tw“ e
; MILLER KINNARD CALDWELL WRIGHT JONES
d “Liberation Days” —. Southern France

LT. DARDEN HOWELL REER
Southern France

HAURAND JOHNSON POWELL BROWN 36th DIV. REST CAMYP
Southern France Bains Lesg Bains, France
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Huttendorf, France

CALDERAIQ
Bitche (Alsace), France

SILVER - ADAMS - ST. CLAIR Kinnaird, Maag, Wasik, G.L.SMITH HARVEY
Huttendort, France Sflver, 8t. Clair, Emannel Huttendort, France
Huttendorf, France




Lt. Edwards, Capt, dJones
Eisenburg, Germany

. .. . K . ‘ ) i .
LT. STANLEY LY, SEWARD
Borrstadt, Germany Erolzhelm, Germany

Velletri, Italy

HUGHES BORELLI
Germeany
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Rlidler, Hawkiny, Hennle, Skidmore, Jones
Austria

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
Borrstadt, Germany
April 1945

|
s
|

Capt. Gabhert, Capt, Mintzer
Germany




chf to right, réur.: Obryéﬁl, Divies, Curlj_ﬂa, McClu.rc, Martin
Scated: Sacher, Powrll

Py #

Left to rght, rear: Borelli, Payne, Simon, Cotham, Howeth, Frydenlund
Left to right, front: Rombke, Gural, Harris, Deaver

SIMONETTI
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Haurand, Hort.on., Huéiré.bec, Yoxal, Jennings, Spangler
Memmingen, Germany

Lt. Stantey, Colcan, Hanes
Muhlbach, Austria

CAPT. HEARN, LT. COL. GREEN
Slegfried Line, near Wissemburg, German

v

BOSTROM CAPY, BENNETT, CAPT. JONES
Borestadt, Germany Munich, Germany

LT. ROQUE
Germany
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THE MEN OF HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 132ND FIELD ARTILLERY,
36TH INFANTRY DIVISION, WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER THEIR FALLEN COMRADES:
TURN YOUR THOQUGHTS THIS WAY
ALL YOU WHO PASS,
REMEMBER THE COST OF YOUR EVERY FREEDOM.
SOME WERE REQUIRED TO GIVE LIFE ITSELF.
NEVER SAY “I want to forget"
RECORD THEIR SACRIFICE FOREVER—
SHARE THEIR DEDICATION WITH YOUR CHILDREN.,

Capt Gaines M. Boyle Pvt John R. Lioyd

June 11 1944, Cipalbio, Italy Septernber 12 1943, Altavilla Italy
2nd Lt Oscar B Colley Jr Pvt Vincent C. Lopresto
September 13 1943, Altavilla Italy June 5 1944, Rome Italy

Pvt Ralph Ferguson Sgt Thomas C. McCormick
October 1944, Le Tholy France December 5 1943, Mignano Italy
Pvt 1st CI Nils R, Helge Capt Andrew H. Parks
Decernber 5, 1943, Mignano Italy August 2 1943, Slissen Africa
Pvt 1st Cl Arthur Johnson Pvt Llovd E. Webb

December 5 1943, Mignano Italy  April 15 1944, Avellino Italy

Pvt Wiilie Leever Pvt Sydney P. V. Webb

June 5 1944, Rome Italy September 9 1943, Paestum Italy

Pvt Jack Lindley
September 9 1943, Paestum Italy

“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord God.”
General Joshua

Presenteqd by World War II Members of Headquarters Battery,
132nd Field Artillery Battalion, 36th Infantry Division
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Chapter IX

Battery “A”

By Tec-4 Pietro P. Pologruto

The 132nd Field Artillery Regiment was organized in 1922 as a unit
of the 36th Infantry Division. One firing battery was assigned to Paris
and Lamar County, Texas and this unit was mustered into the Texas
National Guard as Battery “A" on 2 May, 1922.

Capt. J. M. Caviness was appointed battery commander; 1st Lt. J. R.
Gibbons, hattery executive; 2nd Lt. Young B. Mallory, reconnaissance
officer; and 2nd Lt. 8. 8. Heuberger was assistant executive. All officers
and enlisted men, with one exception, were ex-service men from World
War L _

The battery was equipped with Model 1897 French 75mm guns and
other T.B.A. equipment allotted to a horse-drawn unit. It remained under
this setun until July, 1932, when it was converted into a truck-drawn
battery. The first motor equipment consisted of four 114-ton Chevrolet
trucks as prime movers and one Chevrolet station wagon. In the early
summer of 1937, four 2%-ton G.M.C, trucks replaced the Chevrolets as
prime movers, and another station wagon was also added. This equip-
ment, consisting of ten vehicles, now made the battery completely motor-
ized and able to transport all personnel and equipment.

Fort Sill, Okiahoma, was the first training camp for the regiment
and was used in the summers of 1822 and 1923. Camp Stanley, Texag,
was the location assigned for the years 1924 and 1925, In 1926, Camp
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Hulen at Palacios, Texas, was opened and was designated as the “Home
of the 36th.” It remained as such until the division was inducted into the
federal service on 25 November 1940.

After induction the battery remained at its armeory in Paris, Texas,
antil 1941, when it was ordered to report to Camp Bowie, Texas, where
the division was being assembled. The personnel, consisting of two offi-
cers and ninety-six enlisted men, made the trip by motor convoy and
reported for duty on 9 January.

After the usual training, which included several maneuvers, the reg-
iment was sent to Fort Sill for the month of November to serve as school
troops. Upon completing this assignment, it returned to Camp Bowie
and remained there until February 1942, when it was sent to Camp
Blanding, Florida. After a short stay there, the Caroclina maneuver area
was the next scene of operations; and, upon completion, the organization
moved to Camp Edwards, Massachusetts. This was “home” until the
division sailed for overseas duty on 2 April 1943,

After about five months in North Africa, the battery was to take
its part in the battalion's role as one of the first United States artillery
hattalions to invade continental Europe, at Salerno, Italy, on 9 Septem-
her 1943.

From Salerno to the Austrian Tyrol, the battery spent 420 days in
combat and fired a total of 80,699 rounds. In addition to taking part
in two amphibious invasions—the assault on the Gothic Line in Ttaly and
on the Siegfried Line in Germany—with the rest of the battalion, it was
the first battery in the division artillery to fire on the enemy from
German soil.

There has been a total of fourteen enlisted men from the battery who
have received commissions in the Air Corps, Armored Field Artillery,
Anti-Aircraft Artillery and Transportation Corps. Its present personnel
has received a total of six Silver Stars, eleven Bronze Stars, twenty-one
Purple Hearts, three Air Medals and nineteen Division Citations, with a
few other awards yet to be received.

99




Caﬁﬂ:ﬁ JoR bbert o
Battery Commander

Battery ‘Staff’, lefi to right, Lt. Stein, Lt. Stein and Lt. Smith 't rest
Lt. Roffin, Captain Gabbert, Lt. Smith Gries, France
Gries, France

woa

Second Gun Scction, lefi to right, Pfe. Darlick, ¥irst Gun Secction, left to right, Sgt. Brown,
Sgt. Buker, Pie. Clark, Cpl. Broomficld, Pfc. Cpl. Flier, Pvt, Mussago, Pvt. Castro, 5/8gt.
Cross, Pfe. Gerhardt, Hazelwood, Ple. Verkamp,

Metzing, France Mutzing, Fronce
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Captain Gabbert Tells a Good One

Seco-nd gun positlon near St, Louls, France, Guedertheln, France

Camouflage improved by nature. “Not a streetcar was In sight”

. 3 o e %
Hoerdt, France, after Hberation First Sgt. Gaston The Boys Bring Home the Bacon
8t, Louis Ritche, France Hoerdt, France
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Cpl. Coursey Gessing “Miss Fayc"” for Another Run

Captalns Gabbert and Curtis José Garcia of
Near Btrashourg, France and ‘Buddy’ McKee

“Super Men’ Surrendering by the Hundreds,
During the Siegiried Line Battle,
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Cpls. Dickinsan and Cothran
on the way to chow (mo C-
rations, thank you).

Boys of Paris, Texas at a Battalion Get-Together  “Batter Up!" Final séono: 1382nd F.A, 18, 14ist Inf. 4
Erkheln, Germany

Mess Sgt. (second from right) and Friends
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Inn River, Austria. Sgt. Baker and 8/8gl. Filzgerald. The
water pump is German and was being tested.

“No. 1 On the Way" — Cpl. Pfe, Silvere and Pfe. Stallings Cpl. Flier and S/8gt. Dugan

Fher and Pvi, Castre in ac- preparing for cold weather. (standing) enjoying (?) chow.
tion at Guedertheim, France.

:
i

Grics, Franee — First Gun Section after a ‘Greasy Dicl’ or ‘Oily Richard' and
fire mission was completed. Hitehen Crow in between meals.
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3 : LY T Y e R
ermany — Taken on May 2, 1945, Very ‘unnsual
weather. “Dottie Bowchen” at rest.

CplL, Thomas on Wash Day Batfery CP. at Guedérth.eim.. pl. y Haynes Good
France. morning." Keffendorf, France

Metzing France — Fourth Section Blasling a Gun Pit Keffendorf, France — Mess Sgt, Palmieri, Cpl. Edington,
Cpl. Gaston, Cpl. Trapp.




THE MEN OF BATTERY A, 132ND FIELD ARTILLERY, 36TH INFANTRY DIVISIC
WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER THOSE FALLEN COMRADES,

TRUE TO THE INSTITUTIONS OF THEIR BIRTH,
FAITHFUL TO THE BELIEFS OF THEIR FATHERS,

CONSTANT IN THEIR DEDICATION,
MOVED FROM THIS EARTHLY PLANE

IN THE PERFORMANCE OF DUTY.

Sgt Horace L. Armstrong Pvt 1st Cl Billy F. Horton
March 15 1944, Cassino, Italy November 24 1943, Mt. La Defensa, Italy
Pvt 1st Cl Newton E. Beville T/5 Howard C. Landers
November 26 1944, Selestat, France June 23 1944, Gavorrano, Ttaly
Cpl Roy H. Boling Pvt Walter W. Mague Jr.
August 31 1943, Oran Africa March 5 1944, Cassino, Italy
Pvt Andrew J. Davidovich Pvt Vernon B, Paradise
September 28 1944, Tendon, France May 8, 1944, Pizza, Italy
Pyt Charles J. Douvall Pvt 1st Cl Harry E. Turner

November 24 1943, Mt. La Defensa, Italy  September 25, 1944, Eloyes, France

T/5 Argyl Lee Dryden
February 4 1944, Atina, Ttaly

“Let not your hearts be troubled, neither be afraid.”

Presented by World War II Members of Battery “A"
132nd Field Artillery Battalion, 36th Infaniry Division
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Chapter X

Battery “B”

By “Campbell”

Battery “B” was organized at Cleburne, Texas. On 11 October
1922, it was officially recognized and designated as Battery “B” Field
Artillery, a part of the 36th Division, the Texas National Guard. The
personnel was made up of men from Cleburne, Texas, and adjoining ter-
ritory of Johnson County. The battery was equipped with French 75mm
guns, Model of 1918, until January 1942, when the 105mm howitzers were
issued. It was a horse-drawn outfit until the summer of 1933. Trucks
were then issued, making the 132nd Regiment one of the first outfits to
be completely motorized. In the summer of 1938 it was changed from
State to Federal control, making it a part of the National Guard of the
United States.

From 1922 until mobilization the battery attended yearly maneuvers.
In 1923 and 1924 it went to Fort Sill, Oklahoma; in 1925, to Camp Stan-
ley, Texas; every summer thereafter until 1938, to Camp Hulen, Palacios,
Teaxs; in 1938, to Camp Bullis, San Antonio, Texas. In 1930 it went
for the last yearly maneuver to Camp Hulen, Texas. In 1940 the battery
attended maneuvers in Louisiana, its last maneuver as National Guard.

On 25 November 1940, eighty-five men assembled at the armory in
Cleburne, Texas, to be mustered into active service. Training started
immediately, the battery remaining in Cleburne, Texas, until 8 January
1941. On that day the battery moved by truck to Camp Bowie, Brown-
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wood, Texas, to join the regiment and division, Here, real training,
maneuvers and work began. In August and September, 1941, the outfit
attended maneuvers in Louisiana, in the vicinity of Mansfield. In Novem-
ber the battery went io Fort Sill, Oklahoma, to fire for the Officer
Candidate School’s students. The battery left Camp Bowie, Texas, for
good in February, 1942, and convoyed to Camp Blanding, Florida. In
July, 1942, it went to North Carolina for army maneuvers. Here, orders
came to move by train to Camp Edwards, Massachusetts. Arriving there
the latter part of August, the oulfit stayed until February 1943. On 25
February, the battery left for more specialized training in the Blue Ridge
Mountains of Virginia, Two weeks later the battery moved to A. P. Hill,
Virginia, to make ready for an overseas move. On 17 March 1943, the
boys of Battery “B” left Virginia and headed for Fort Dix, New Jersey.
For two weeks they packed and were issued new clothing. On 1 April
1943, once more they headed for the unknown. Eleven days later they
landed in North Africa. There, they were issued equipment and given
more training and maneuvers for the job ahead.

On 9 September 1943, at bloody Salerno, Italy, the men of Battery
“B" were helping to make history. It was at Baker Battery's command
post, below Altavilla, 13 September 1943, that the battalion commander
made the remark, “Fight with the Ramfer Staff.” From Salerno to “VE"
Day the men of Battery “B" fired approximately 83,000 rounds,

The men in Battery “B"”, 132nd Field Artillery Battalion, take pride
in being a part of “Pete Green's Mortar Battalion” and in having been
able to help destroy the German Army.




Chow: Before moving up for the hig of-
fenslve of March 1945 north of Haguenan,
Franoce,

Two "Sad Sacks" “Brooklyas Tree"
Rulzheim, Germany

Five-minute Break Chow: Narth of Mertzwillér, France
Mertzwiller, France



Going Into Poshion

Doing the Family Wm-hing
Velletri, aly, Muy '44

Rulzhehin, Germany, March 1915

Bombing of Monastery
February 1944

Loft: A eard gnmwe between -
Fire Missions, Feh, '45
CGries, T'ranes

B
Right: An Indians “Foosier” ’
Strashourg, France
Dee~fun, 45
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Gries, Fronge

Left: A good Jerry
and his ME-109

“Ist Kaput”
Mk, 1V

—

1 A

Above: North of
Rome, IHaly

Left: One of

Maginot Line
Pillhoxes

Right: Big 4th
during rat race
up Rhone Valley

Southern France
Augnst 1944
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THE MEN OF BATTERY “B", 132ND FIELD ARTILLERY, 36TH INFANTRY DIVISI(
WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER THEIR FALLEN COMRADES:

GAVE THEIR UTMOST IN DUTY — THEIR VERY LIVES
WHEN COUNTRY AND NEIGHBORS DEMANDED THEIR SERVICE.

Sgt Stewart Clark 2nd Lt Roland D. McKay

September 13 1943, Altavilla, Italy February 2 1944, Atina, Italy

Cpl Wilfred S. Clunk Cpl Charles E. Stal]

September 9 1943, Paestum, Italy March 20 1945, Ober-Otterbach, Germany
Sgt William H. Fullep Pvt Marvin Thedforg

November 1941, Camp Bowie, Texas November 1941, Camp Bowie, Texas

Pvt Thomas W. Horton Pvt 1st CI Joseph J. Ziburg

March 20 1945, Ober-Otterbach, Germany March 18 1945, Morshronn-les Baines, France

Pvt 1st Cl Clemens A, Laugel
February 11 1944, Cassino, Ttaly

“T would be true for there are those who love me,
I would be true for there are those who dare”

Presented by World War II Members of Battery “B",
132nd Field Artillery Battalion, 36th Infantry Division,
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Chapter XI

Battery “C»

By Pfc. Willlam H, Elredge

Battery *C”, originally from Weatherford, Texas, was activated on
25 November 1340, and remained in Weatherford until 12 January 1941,
when it moved to Camp Bowie, Brownwood, Texas-—for a short time the
home station of the 36th Division. Battery “C” wag organized in May
of 1922 a5 g horse-drawn artillery unjt. In the early part of 1932 it
became one of the earliest motorized artillery units in the National Guard
of the regular army.

In the early days of the Nationa] Emergency, Battery “C” took its
training on the same type field pieces that were used against the German

army that staged one of the greatest maneuvers ever to be seen in Amer.
ica. Due to the outstanding success of Battery “C” and the rest of our

assignments, Battery “C" won the admiration and confidence of all who
witnessed its part of the show. This, in a smal] way, added to the builg-
ing of confidence in Texas which ig equaled nowhere in the world.
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On 16 February 1942, the 36th Division said farewell to Texas, their
friends and families, to move to Camp Blanding, Florida. While in Fior-
ida the battalion, with the rest of the division, guarded the northern
coast of the state and took more training on the new 105mm field pieces
that were issued there, The division moved to North Carolina from
Blanding to make the maneuver of 1942, After maneuvers, it entrained
for Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, to receive its final training before
going overseas.

On 2 April 1943, the division sailed upon the voyage that has left
written on the bages of history the pride for which an American fights,
the cause and the principles he believes in. The 13 April we landed at
Oran, North Africa and, after spending one week with the battalion,
Battery “C” was detached to help with the training program of the Fifth
Army Battle School, an honor looked upon with pride.

Capt. Mark L. Hodges of Paris, Texas, led Battery “C” into its first
combat on the shores of Italy—“Bloody Salerno”—only to be among the
first wounded. His last words before being evacuated were, “Give 'Em
Hell, Boys.” Under the leadership of Capt. Wilmotte S. Curtis, then sec.
ond in command, this order was a standing one unti] the end of the war
in Euraope.

In conclusion, it is only fitting to salute the daily life of those on the
gun sections—their endless digging of gun pits, living in rajn, sleet and

from the elements or the enemy artillery barrages: of the truck drivers—
nights on end without the needed sleep, through dust, rain, pitch-black
nights, and over icy mountain roads; of the wire sections—their endless
job to keep the vital communications in operation; of the kitchen crew-—
their ability to have “Hot Chow" and “Almost"” on time; of each ang
every man in Battery “C"” who did so much more than his share to make
the world a decent Place in which to live,
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THE MEN OF BATTERY “C", 132ND FIELD ARTILLERY, 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION
WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER THEIR FALLEN COMRADES:

RAISE FOREVER THE BANNERS OF REMEMBRANCE
TO SOLDIER COMRADES

WHO CARRIED THE FUTURE OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY'S
CAUSE AND ALLIES—

THE HOPES OF THOSE BORN AND UNBORN
CALLED FOR THE DEDICATION

THAT REQUIRED LIFE TO PRESERVE THE FUTURE

Pvi Salvatore Alfano Ist Lt Charles R. Hoffman

December 9 1943, Paestum, Italy September 29 1944, Tendon, France
Sgl Wayne Denham 2nd Lt Bernard F. Reed

September 15 1944, Dambenoit, FranceFebruary 2 1944, Terelle, Italy

Pvt Ist CI David H. Gordon Pvt Otho M, Shank

November 23 1943, Conca, Italy November 23 1943, Conca, Italy

“In my Father’s house are many mansions.”

Presented by World War II Members of Battery “C",
132nd Field Artillery Battalion, 36th Infantry Division
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i Chapter XII

Service Battery

By 1st Sgt. Raymond E. Turquette

Service Battery, 132nd Field Artillery Battalion, was reorganized at
Waco, Texas in 1921 after the first World War, In 1931 this battery
moved its headguarters to Dallas, Texas where it became motorized
in 1933.

After the famous Louisiana maneuvers of 1940, the batiery was
mobilized into Federal service at Dallas, Texas, on 25 November 1940,
with a strength of four officers and thirty-six enlisted men. At this time
the battery functioned as a part of the 36th Division.

During the year of training that followed the battery’s induetion into
Federal service, it participated in various training maneuvers, going first
to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, an 1 November 1941, where it tock part in the
training that was given to members of the firing hatteries to better ac-
quaint them with the methods of active artillery. After completing this
phase of training, the battery returned to Camp Bowie, Texas.

Early in 1942, when the division was reorganized from the old square
to the new triangular division, Service Battery, with a strength of five
officers and fifty-six enlisted men, became part of the 132nd Field Artil-
lery Battalion. In February 1942, the battery left its home at Bowie and
moved to Camp Blanding, Florida, where it engaged in extensive amphib-
tous training. In July of the same year, gradually departing from the
South, the battery left Florida for general maneuvers in North Carolina,
then up to Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, for more amphibious training.
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In March, 1943, after experiencing a full season of winter on Cape
Cod, the battery took leave of the North to £0 10 the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains of Virginia for a short period of training in mountain warfare. A
few weeks later at the A, P, Hiil Military Reservation at Bowling Green,
Virginia, it began its task of packing and crating for movement to a
port of embarkation. This done, the battery, without equipment or
trucks, was moved by train to Fort Dix, New Jersey, for final processing
before going overseas,

On Staten Island, 1 April 1943, the battery embarked on the USS
Argentina~Destination Unknown. Thirfeen days later, weary from the
uncertainty of the belligerent ser, the battery set foot on foreign soil at
Oran, South Africa. After many months of vigorous training in Algeria
and Morocco, the battery found its place in the United States Fifth Army
destined to take part in the landing of the first American troops on
European soil.

At Salerno on 9 September 1943, the battery along with many oth-
ers—yet so few—received its baptism of fire and blood, From this time
on, Service Battery was part of the war.

The list of towns, villages and cities that the battery toured(?) in
Italy, France, Germany and Austria sounds like a travel catalog, but the
itinerary was a long, hard, terrible one that was left coated with the red
blood of many of our American boys. There are many names that will
stand out in the memory of all concerned—Altavilla, Mt, Maggiore, Mt.
Trocchio and Cassino were veritable nightmares. The rat race up through
Velletri beyond Rome was not formidable, but it had its drawhacks, as
did the days and nights spent on the beachhead at Anzio. Then came
our second invasion, the beaches of San Raphael, Southern France, the
pursuit of the German XIX Army up through the Rhone Valley and
through the Vosges Mountains. The battle at Selestat will Ieng remain
in our memories, as will the fight at Hagenau. Then came the supposedly
unbreakable Siegfried Line, the trek across Germany into the Bavarian
Alps and into Austria. Service Battery was always in close support of
the firing batteries, not glorying, and yet never faltering in its task of
keeping the supplies rolling in.

In gratitude and appreciation for its noble efforts, Service Battery,
132nd Field Artillery Battalion, was awarded the Meritorious Service

Plague by Maj. Gen. John E, Dahlquist, commanding general of the 36th
{Texas) Division,




S/8gt. Beaton Pics. Haley & Puutell

: Sgt. Clodfelter -
& Cpl. Price The Beer Hall at Munich R

Lt. Leonard T, Pohner




Capt. Herbert C, Bishop
Libereanx, France

Pfe. Marlo E, Sanderson
Libereaux, France

Ple. Ira C, Johnson

Oberigling, Germany
Barrebourg, France

Left to right: Cpl. Bimon, Mr. Strickland,
Cpl. Simonettti, Pvt, Kadlubowski, Pvt. Gafiney

A R R A

Plcs. Destefano, Kadlubowski, & Bertinetti
A quick hand of gin rummy.
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Sgt. Kostelnik

Price and Nanney
Buxheim, Germany

Corcieux, Franes
Arch & Wehbb
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Across the Rhine

Matsic on the Mellow Side
Quingy, France




Lt. Ooc.hrau The wreck of Number 7 after running
Overlooking the Beaches of Balerno over a mine at Cisternia, Kaly

Tee. 4 McGinnis, Pfe. Frascino,
Opl. Parks — Averse, Haly

Third Ammo. Section
Taking time out for chow.

Plcs. Malek, Btoltz & Rpriukle
Chow time in Italy

. Becond Ammo, Bectlon
Taking time out for chow,




THE MEN OF SERVICE BATTERY, 132ND FIELD ARTILLERY, 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION

REMEMBER THE FALLEN IN BATTLE.

O you who inherit daily the joy
Of freedom to speak, work and to play,
Remember the valiant who made it so,
Remember their names and deeds always.

December 1 1943, Mignano, Iialy
Pvt 1st Cl Edgar H. Mueller

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and angels,”

; Presented by World War II Members of Service Battery,
? 132nd Field Artillery Battalion, 36th Infantry Division,
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Chapter XIIT
Medical Detachment

By S/8gt. John A. Grigsby

On 11 October 1922, the Medical Detachment was formed at Cle-
burne, Texas, and became part of the 132nd Field Artillery Regiment of
the 36th Infantry Division. Dril] was held one night per week, usually
Wednesdays, at the armory in Cleburne, where Battery “B”, 132nd Field
Artillery Battalion also conducted its drills. When the unit was organized,
it was horse-drawn, and remained as such until July of 1933, when it
was motorized,

The Medical Detachment (thirty-seven enlisted men and three offi-
cers) was mustered into Federal service with the 132nd Field Artillery
Regiment on 25 November 1940, at Cleburne, Texas.

Arriving at Camp Bowie, Texas, 10 December 1940, the Medicos set
up an Aid Station. Here, for over a year the Aidmen underwent vigorous
training and maneuvers with the division. Shortly after 7 December 1941,
the 36th Division was triangularized and the personnel of the Medical
Detachment was sharply reduced to that of Battalion Aid Station
strength—twelve enlisted men and one officer. The 16 February 1942 saw
the unit leaving with the division for Camp Blanding, Florida, to receive
further training.

Another “dusty” summer—with maneuvers in North Carolina!

At Hoffman, North Carolina, the “Rebels” boarded a train that was
to carry them to the heart of “Yankeeland,” Camp Edwards, Massachu-
setts. Here, intensified amphibious training was received.
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After many rumors, and rumor of rumors, the Medical Detachment
left in February 1943 as part of the 142nd Infantry Regimental Combat
Team to participate in combined winter and mountain maneuvers in the
Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia, near Amherst. A.P. Hill Military
Reservation was the next stop. Here is where the Aidmen learned that
it would not be long before they too would become part of the “Big
Picture” of World War II. After spending a brief time packing, the men
entrained for Fort Dix, New Jersey, Overseas Staging Area.

The Medical Detachment arrived at Oran, Algeria, North Africa, 13
April 1943, and engaged in six months training, guarding and moving,
prior to entering into combat in “Sunny Italy.”

Through the rain, mud, slush and misery of Italy plodded the Med-
icos, carrying out their duties with high morale.

The next move by sea was aboard an LST, going to the world-famous
Anzio Beachhead. After the rat race through Rome, the unit found
itself at the historic beaches it had stormed ten months previously, Here,
the Medicos boarded ship again, not to go home as had been hoped, but
to take another beachhead—that of Southern France. The winter passed
rather slowly for the detachment, but spring found it smashing through
the Siegfried Line on to Germany, through Germany, then Austria.

On “VE" Day the Battalion Aid Station was in Austria. After four
and one-half years of service, the men were now ready to call it quits
and go home,
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The Medlcs

le through shell fire, Wissenbourg, French Visit

W)
Sgt. Chilton and Capt. Mintzer

Men of the Aid Station




Chapter XIV

Air Section

By 1st Lt. Robert C. Adams

The 132nd Field Artillery Battalion Air Section was organized at
Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, in the latter part of December 1942, when
the weather was “plenty cold.” At the time the section was organized,
there was only one pilot, 8/8gt. Raymond E. Bibb from Nashville, Ten-
nessee. The mechanic assigned was 5/Sgt. Sherrill A, Smith, Jr.,, who
hailed from way-down-South, Columbus, Mississippi. A couple of char-
acters were Raymond E. and his mechanic, “Bo” Smith. Just ask any-
body in the 142nd Infantry Regimental Combat Team. Once in Africa
when the division moved from Magenta to Port Lyautey, the 142nd with
the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion was left behind for several weeks to
catch escaping Kraut prisoners. Raymond E. and “Bo” were left behind
with “Spare Parts,” Bibb's atrocity which we called an airplane that had
been assembled out of spare parts from several cracked-up Cubs and
issued to us by the Fifth Army Air Section. The experiences of Bibb
and “Bo" during hectic weeks here would make a book in itself—Ilike the
time Lt. Col. Green had them pull their plane up a hill with a truck; or
the time Bibb hitch-hiked to Port Lyautey on bombers, trains and trucks,
and had to beat up an Arab before he got there. The ground crew
helper in the section and also the driver at Edwards wag a quiet boy by
the name of “Doc” Wharton, “Doc” was from Chicago. If he ever spoke
over two words in an hour, Bibb immediately sent him to the doctor.,
He was the silent, but efficient, type.

The section, thus organized, shipped out with the division from New
York 1 April 1943, and arrived at Oran, North Africa, 13 April 1943.
After five months in Africa, the section hit Ttaly at Paestum and began
flying combat missions. During the stay in Africa, an officer pilot was
obtained for the section. He was trained by Gen. Mark Clark’s Fifth
Army School for Cub pilots in Ireland and Africa. He was Dick Weil,
from New York City, and was the section leader of the Air Section until
he went back to the States in January 1944, to get his pilot’s rating
from the Air Corps. When Lt. Weil went home, he was replaced by Lt.
Max B. Benjamin from Wichita, Kansas. Ben and Bibb then proceeded
to run up a record of flying for their battalion that cannot be surpassed.
Time after time their ships have gone out over enemy territory and come
back with holes in them that were not put there by Bill Piper. Countless
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Germans have died, and hundreds of vehicles and guns, ammunition and
supply dumps, enemy command posts, bridges and trains have been de-
stroyed by the artillery fire directed by them and their observers. Sev-
eral people have worked with them as observers. Col. (Pete) Green
from Abilene, Texas, for one. The Colonel was practically a legend in
the 36th Division and was well-loved by all, especially the 142nd Infantry
Regimental Combat Team, for his efficiency in the use of his artillery.
The only trouble with the Colonel was that he wanted to go too far
toward Berlin in the Cub and stay up too late. Nearly every time he
came out to the field late in the afternoon, the ground crew had to light
up the field with flashlights so the pilot could land. He dearly loved to
fire his battalion from his Cub plane and was extremely welcome at the
field. Tec-4 Joseph M. Brooks from Fort Worth, Texas, was an chserver
for the section for several months in France. First Lt. Norman S. Freed-
man from Exeter, New Hampshire, and 1st Lt. Norvin F. Raque from
Louisville, Kentucky, ohserved—also Maj. Ellegood and Lt. Findlay. Maj.
Ellegood was the executive officer of the 132nd Field Artillery Battalion
and came from Dallas, Texas.

Pfc. Homer 8. Towery and Pvt. Troy W, Marshall were later recruits
to the section out of the battalion. Towery was a driver; and Marshall,
a cook. A sad day it was when one of the members of the section, who
was a driver, was killed in a flying accident in Italy. He was Pvt. Lloyd
E. Webb from Haskell, Texas. Sgt. Croshy, a Haison pilot from the 155th
Field Artillery Battalion, was flying the plane. Sgt. Crosby made a steep
downwind climbing turn from the take-off and spun in. The ship and
occupants burned. Incidentally, these were the only serious casualties
suffered in the entire Division Air Section.

A Jater addition to the Air Section was Lt. Adams from Austin, Texas.
He joined the Air Section in France while it was around Schwindratzheim,
Lt. Adams replaced Lt. Bibb, who had long since been commissioned, and
who was now “Chief” of the section, Lt Adams was very soon every-
body's friend and did some good work during the closing months of the
war with Germany.

Lt. Bibb and Lt. Benjamin were among the first to go home in May
under the point system. Ditto for Sgt. Brooks, and Pvts. Towery and
Marshall. The members of the section at the time of this writing, 27 May
1945, were Lt. Adams, Teec-3 Harold R, Hughes and Pfe. Paul Thomas.




The Air Section prepares for Southern France
August 1944
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S/8gt. Sherrill A. “Bo” Smith Jr.

Pfe. Willlam E. (Doc) Wharton

36th Division Artillery Air O.P.
Aboard LST at Naples, Ialy

¥

@

Pic. Paul Thomas “Sure messed up this pill box”
Pfc. Homer B. Towery
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Chapter XV

History of “DeBunk”

On a sultry day in June 1942, William R. Morris, Battalion Motor
Parts supply corporal, decided that there was a need for a "scandal sheet”
in the motor pool. Accordingly, each week there appeared a ohe-page
typewritten sheet, entitled DeBunk. Then came the Carolina maneuvers;
and Morris was assigned as the Public Relations Correspondent for the
battalion. The paper was forgotten. The first of October, the ex-editor
started a newspaper for Service Battery. A stylus and stencils were
acquired, but no paper was available. Searching around, a number of
discarded motor vehicle reports were found. By using the blank side,
Morris turned out the first mimeographed copy of DeBunk on 7 October
1942, The main story was written about Melton H. Smith, Brownwood,
Texas, who had just been appointed warrant officer from technical ser-
geant. Copies appeared irregularly on the backs of ohsolete vehicle and
ration reports until 1 January 1943, when DeBunk, under the sponsorship
of Maj. Clifford M. Snow (now Lt. Col.), Amarillo, Texas, became the
official organ of the Battalion Motor Maintenance Section and was de-
voted mostly to news of drivers and mechanics. A masthead, consisting
of a cowboy riding in a jeep, firing two six-shooters, with a 105mm how-
itzer towed behind, was drawn by Pvt. Jack Burnett, Division Special
Service, artists for the division paper and former cartoonist for a Dallas,
Texas newspaper. In this issue, M/Sgt. Clifton D. Duggan, Dallas, Texas,
Battalion Motor Maintenance sergeant, began writing his column, “Sgt.
Dug Says.” The column was filled with advice, tips, and answered ques-
tions concerning first and second echelon motor maintenance. Duggan
later became an associate editor of the paper. The slogan under the
name was “The Motorized Cowboy.”
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DeBunk began immediately campaigning for a three-days' trip, ex-
penses paid, to New York City, to the driver in the battalion who obtained
the best record of preventive maintenance for the month of February.
Due to the fact that the unit moved to Virginia from Camp Edwards, the
contest was never completed.

DeBunk’s next appearance was on the Atlantie; then came North
Africa. Here a more professional touch was lent to the paper by use
of Camp Newspaper Service (The Wolf, Male Call, etc.}. This is a service
established by the army for army editors. In their monthly magazine,
G.I. Gelley, published for editors, they carried a story about the paper’s
using the backs of reports. More battalion news, including sports, was
included in the North Africa editions. T-Pateh, division mimeo paper,
once more appeared on the scene, and it carried items collected from
DeBunk.

Again the paper was published at sea, this time on the Mediterranean.
Stories of both soldiers and sailors were carried. A special combat edition
was published while the battalion was fighting before Cassino. Shortly
after that, Pfe. Herbert Moede, artist, and Pvi, Allan Dreiband, staff
writer, were added to the staff of the paper. DeBunk now dropped its
motor maintenance status, and became the official newspaper of the
132nd (Fight with the Rammer Staff) Field Artillery. The slogan, “The
Motorized Cowhoy,” was eliminated, and “Fight With the Rammer Staff”
was substituted in its place. This was derived from the reply that the
battalion commander, Lt. Col. John N, (Pete) Green, gave during the
hectic days at the Salerno Beachhead when asked what 1o do.

By the time DeBunk appeared in France, it had increased from one
page to four pages. It came out about once a month. In France, DeBunk
was the backer of a corps meeting of editors and public relations corre-
spondents held at the office of the Beachhead News. When the battalion
fought its way into Germany, DeBunk made its debut there also. News
of the month, poetry, jokes, cartoons, news of the men who had left the
battalion, editorials, etc., were the main features of the paper.
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THE 132nd IN THE

132nd - 133r
365th Day

The 1320d Field Artiilery Batipl.
lon recenlly celebrated thelr 365th
day of combat by firlng thetr
240,000 combal round. February
15th marked the completion of uix
consecutive months of cembat,
beginning when the 132nd wns one -
of the orignal artillery units ¢u
Iand during the Invasion of south-
crn Prance.

At Selerno, men of 13ind earned
thelr battle cry, « Pight With The
Rammerstall. » When the Gerinans
threatened to push the beachhead
back Into the sea, the men of 132nd
stood at their guns, Aring ints the
messes of enemy tanks, willing to:
defend their gun positions with |
their rammer If pecessary.

Since then they have fought
their way into Naples and Rome,
seen nclion Ino the bloody battles
around Cassinp, Sen Plelto, and’
Velletrl. They have fought in the
straiegic battles of the Mentelimar,
where the German 19th Army wos

.destroyed, and the Vasges Mount-
alns,

In the swift drive north through
southern Prance, the 132nd travel |
ed !n close support of {he infantry,
often pursuing the Germans s
closely that the doughboys mount-
ed the trucks and howifrers, and .
rode to batfle with the guns. |

The men of 13mmd have been
awarded elghy Bflver Stars, twenty-
alx Bronze Stars, one Leglon of
;Iﬁgl Bix Alr Medols, eeventesen

vlslon Citations, and Afr
Ronia ty Purpls

Chapter XVI

Anothet Calf -
Another Boftle
A+ Of Schnapps

Ragdlp operator Ple, Mike Waslk,
13%nd, was asleep th a French home

ed him-requesting that he heip
act A=z mid-wite st the bedode of
thelr cow who was pbout to bear
a calf at thet moment.

Rushlng to the barn, Waslk
arrtved in Hme to kelp In the
operation, rnd Uke other comrades
who have completed such missions
— he too, was awarded s bottie of

NEWS

when the farmer's daughter slert- .

132nd First
To Fire From
German Soil

By N ke

Close on the heels of (he doughs
of the 4Ind Infantry was the
132nd (Fight With The Rammer-
stafl) Field Artillery Battalion.
the first Beld artillery bpttalion of
the divislon to cross the German
frontier,

‘To Battery A's Number 1 Gun
section went the hopors of firing

the first ahell from a position on
German soil. Evemy guns were the
frat target, and the mission was
fired at 1740,

Battery A's Number |
section comprises the following
artillerymen ;

H/8gt. Quincy Hazelwood, Parls,
Texax; Cpl, James Oothran, also
of Paris, Texas; Cpl. Clarence Witt
Azie, Tewxas; Cpl. Gunther Pller,
Fataon, 8D.; Pfe. James Qodber,
Ware, Ky.; Pfa. Manuel Onatro.
NYO; Pfc. Bob Massago, Utlep,
N.Y.; Pfe. Alfred Beartozzi, High-
land Park, Mlch.; Pfe. Olaretice
S8hiftiett, Elkion, Va.; Pfe, Vietor
Vetkamp, Ferdinend, Ind.; and
Pvt. Francisco Marin of Fl Paso,
Texns,

Behnopps for his assistance.

Rodeo Rowdy
- .

Bucking Again
Craving actonr, Corporals James M, Sny-
der pnd James H. Hilyer, 36th Divisien
artillerymen, serving as lalson personncl
with the infantty, ventured forth into
“ no-man's land ” recently and killed rwo |

Germans,
The two corporals crashed inte p house

to surprise & German lieutenant and his
orderly. A the Jerries leaped oot of the
window, the artillerymen fired and dropped
the Germans with a few rounds.

Cpl. Sayder 5 well-known in rodeo
citcles as ¥ Smokey © Snyder, champion 4
rodeo rlder for 1932, 1923 and 1926. Al-
though he won his crown ar Salinas, Cald- ¢
fernia, Snyder hac ridden in exhibidons sl
over the United Smtes.

The artlllery corporal- has zlso become
a formidable contender for the $500 prize
offered by the New Mexico Chamber of
Commerce for the Arst New Mexican to
[and on Eurapean soil. Cpl. Sayder {avaded
Salerno at 0315, September 9, 1943,

THEY FIGHT

That All May Enjoy The Freedom
Which Is Their Heritage

Fusilage Dented;
Adams Spared

On his firsr flight over enemy-held ter-
titory in a “cub” plane, Lt, Robert E
Adams, Austin, Texae, 36th Division Ualsen
pilot, watched a German rifle buller plerce
the fusilage of his plane.

For the first jourmey Lt. Raymond E.
Bibb, Nashville, Tennessce, a veteran, took
Lr. Adams aleny as an obierver to chow
him " where  and ¥ where not ™ to go.
At one of the “ where-not * 1o go places
a rifle bullet pierced the fusilage of the
cub, a few fect to the rear of the new
observer.

From the Fith Army in Italy
comes news of Sgt. Billy Skid-
more, serving with the 36th “Tex-
as" Division, who ls 8 member of
an artillery battallon which re-
cently moved into position on the
front. Sergeant Skidmore and his
command post group set up thelr
ingtruments In an old desered
house, and as it was nearly mid-
night, the men unpacked their
bedrolls and went to sleep.

As the men had never seen the
position In the light of day, they
all slept in a small room on the
ground floor, very much aware of
the fact that they were close {0
the Germean lines,

Shortly afior they fell asleep,

they werse awakened by a continu=-
ed hammering on the upper floor,
50 they grabbed their rifles mnd
crept up the stalrway to capture
the Getmsan they felt sure was
hiding there,

Dashing into the huge room,
tiey turned on a fashlight, to find
that in the center of the room sit-
ting before & plle of nuts ‘was one
ot their own sergeants from Wilm-
ington, Drel. After the laughter
subsided they asked the aergeant
what he was doing up there,

'] was hungry and so I got up
1w see what I could find,” he an-
swered, “T found the nuis and the
hammer and wag having a good
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time until you gye barged In"




fwas born. Ly, Qol
;P GGREEY, commanding
Cp AL Bn., gave thi terse reply; ¥R
when asked whot 1o do on thail ®

132nd's Battle Cry ©

7 Fight With The
Rammersiaff... 7/

By Bill Morris

teff ». and thus in
sbal. mnother {ama

the

e
¢ Fighi With The Rammer- ® "
.p, nd artillery has been comunented

{ you make, = The ciese ceoperation
Wat exists bewween the infanuy
Heles] than onee and las
for the brilflant success of

thie G Morar platocns
vre in iiderment @s  Caol,

Prie » (iresn arrives at thew

| fameus « Black Mondav » when] Positions snd calimly announces
(o) that his batmllen i« moving in

i golng was np o oEnd tuck

| geep the Selerno Beachhiad, As This habit of his Is the target of

UGeneral Miles A Cz

¢ dlvislon artillery commander, sa
« You hoys have the « hot (pot » weaches of France, Aug, 15, 1944
ners » The arliderymen  came several trucks had skegn: on them
" irough with fiylug colors as they | Scoding, < Prie Gresnw Moriar
wers to do, Ume snd time apan Sduad v Inctdently, the howltzers
i the long and dreary menchs to] Were placed in DUNWS In such

~ was Mirturne, where the aruiilery-
man gave a good account of

; the hig batrle for Cassine, During
the time that was spent in com-

come,

o5, then, WEnRY Jokes W thin the bactalion.

When the boys landed on the

a mpnner that they could have

The battalon tonk pare fn the| Been Hred while the DUEW was
Geht for Mt Maggiors (Milllon| COTONGe o ghore, or afier it had
Dotar N, Mt Lunge, Mr| eoded on the besch, withoul
Summancro, St Troceto, and then | Dalcading. France was found 10

br a continuatlen of the push
through Rome; fraveling a 108

hnc, from November 6, 1943 tmtil| ies & dny was not unusual This
March 12, 1843 (118 days) the fent was asecomplishad  with “the
eremy was fired apon avery day. nfentry  and  thetr  equipment
and over 94800 reunds of smmu- tonded on the vehicles. In a fast-
nition was expended. It was par- moving situation, supply lines nre
ttominry during this period, thau tong and too much praie canttol
ihe mén of the oulit zpetiences| be given w the drivers who herded
thoes  shings  whish  constityes] (e wrucks night and day, 50 tha
« war and battle, s as related by soununiton, foud, and everything

Mejor Rizhard L, Ellegeod, 8-

3

necersary  to  keep an  ardllery

W Tain and mud, cold snd discom-| Gutfit going, was on hand when
fort, of digging and scepless nites | nreded. These are the swme men
anid Uring days, of being lonsiy| who, night and day, rain, cold,
sf being afrald mnd of belng| and mud, oftentimes through shell-
nungry, of repalring reads and fire, driving bisckeut most of the
bullding bridges, and of an endiess ime, going without gleep for Juys
number of things One of theiat & time, make sure that ihe
vents that stands out n thel battalion i supplied with the
minds of the <« hunicm butls, » implements necessary to wage &
when they were firing  upen successful and declsive campalgn
Casing, i3 the five velley salute| pgainst the cnemy and weather.

that was fired In honor of the| FOW namnes nave been mentioned
; 168th Anniverrary of Texas Inde-
pendence, March 2, 1844, which,

incidently, was algo the 108th day
of contincus combat for the battal-
jan. From Cessino, the next step

ithemseives, Prisepers of  War
complained about lhe new « suto-
matic artillery » that was being
used by the Americans. »

Then came Ansio, and the
breakthrough where the unte heap.
ed more glory upon itself, by iis
close support of the infantry, and
in addition to carrying {ts own
perzennel and eguipment, it also
enyritd  the infaniry, that |t
supported,  with  only organic
trapgportation. The batislien bas
vevelved more than one cltation
from  higher headquarters for
maritarions and exemplary display,
of teamwork, leadershilp, andi
performance of duty under fire, !

The commendations that mean,

| the mest to ihe men and officers)

of the 132nd, are those that come|
from the doughboys, More than|
gne rifiernan hag come by the:
nowitzers, ceressed  them  and|
wmvrmared, ¢ Ab, whal oweet music‘;t

in  this artlele  Space will not
permit, It would be necessary to
name esch and every man in the
nattniion, for truly all of them are
¢ unuistanding men among our-

standing men »,

o e
Shop Commended

The maintenates s.im'p of the 13264 Field

: Artifiery Bartalion was recansly commended

by the Commanding General. Major Ceneral
John B, Dablguist, .
Tn the commendation, which was endorsed
by Brigadier General Walwer W. Hess, }r.
Divisian Artiflery Commandes, and Lt Col.
john M. Green, Bamalion Commander,
General Dahlguist stated, “A recent inspec-
tion of your batmlion maintenance shop
by Division Ordnance inspecters revealed
that all 6,000-mile malnténance operations
hiud been performed up to date and that
vehicle duty rosters were heing majntained
in an exceilent manner
© This rcpors is most gratifying, and I
;cammcnd vou and the battalion shop per-
! sonnel for the cxcelient manner in which
' recond echelon maintenance is being per
i formed in your unit.”
| The following personnel compose the
 maintenance shop: 1t Lr. Leonard T. Poh-
‘mer, motor officer: M/Sgt. Richard 1.
Mahler, motor sergeant; Sgr. Eugene D,
Coffman, welder; Spt. Harry R Haase,
mechanic; Sgt. Frank E. Mikulski, mechanic:
Cpl Jobn Smith, [, mechanie; Plo, justin
| }. Fuss, mechanic; and Pvt. Stanly Kadlu-
i bowski, mechanic.

Homefolks Curious,
Confirms Sergeant

“When will the war be over?”
was the question most frequently
pulted of Sgt. Curtis C. Hogers
itenderson, Texas, 158nd Fie]d
Artilleryman, during his 30-day
furlough in the United States,

“Weare you afraid 77 “What time
de vou eat and sleep?” “Do you
live in barracks?” proved to be
the other queries most commonly
asked.

On the wny home Spt. Rogers
traveled frem Southern Fraace fo
Nzples to Oran to the United
States, ‘This route retraced the
voyage that had brought him to
France. The journey to the States
{ook nine days.

Back in New York, the sergeant
wre immediately zent to Camp
Shanks, New York. Traveling on
a  Pullman, with other Texas-
bound boyy, Rogers headed for
Fort Sam Houston, where he was
completely outfitted and paid.

“When I reached my heme town,
[ feit lost,” he explained. "The
town hadn’t changed very much,
Food and  ectertainment were
plentiful and the peoaple were worn-
derful. But alf my buddies had
gone to war”

Reporting back for duty, Sgt
Ropers was sent to Fort Dupent,
Delaware. There another eight-
day furleugh enabled him fo go
hame four more days.

Returning by way of England,
Set, Rogers stepped inte the or-
derly reom of his battery exactly
five menths after he had left it




T-Patch

“Whiskey High but
Plentiful,” Says Sgt.
Back From Furlough

By BILL MORRIS .

“It's really wonderful,” said
8/8gt. Qdell McKissack, 132nd,
upon his return from a 80-day fur-
jough at his home in Bonham,
Texas.

Docking at New York harbor,
McKissack was gent to Camp
Shanks, where he waited until all
Texas-bound GIs were gathered
together to be placed aboard troop
trains, with Pullman and diner.
Arriving at Fort Sam Houston, he
was issued all new clothing, chev-
rons, overseas stripes and ribbons,

Getting his pay plus traveling
expenses to his home, McKissack
left San Antonio, having spent
only four hours in the process.

“Life went on about the same
as when we left two years ago,”
sadi “Mac.” “Whiskey is high,
but seemed plentiful. There ig still
a_lot of bootleg stuff around
which is also quite high. Food
appeared to be in abundance.”

At the end of his 30 days, Mac
returned to Fort Sam Houston to
find he had an eight-day exten-
gion.

Now, after four months absence,
motor sergeant MeKissack is back
with the men of 132nd.

When asked which he thought
the best—Furlough or Rotation,
MeKissack expresed the bhelief
that a furlough was the best, as
the furlough-men received better
treatment than “rotation-men.”

Beachheaed News

Civilians Saved
By Yanks in Fire

“Firet"

That cry brought the 132nd
FA’s Pvt Stanley F. Kadlubowski,
Dunmore, Pa.,, tumbling from bed
and merozs the street where a
French house burned fiercely.

He grabbed a burning can of
gasoline in the building and, In
carrying it out, caught his clothes
afire. Buoddies helped him besat
out the flames,

Pfc John Cisarik, Perth Amboy,
N.J., smashed a window leading
to the second floor when he heard
crieg for help, Pfc Justin J. Fuss,
Madison, Wis., and Pvt John J.
Frascino, Jersey City, helped a
man and woman down a ladder to
safety.

148

Beachhead News

Ammo Fire on Truck
Quelled by 36th GIs

When fragments from an enemy
shell set & round of 105mm ammu-
nition afire aboard their truck,
Spt. Randall H. Nanney, Dallas,
Texas, and Pfe Gilbert L. Perkins,
Brazil, Indiana, grabbed & fire ex-
tinguisher and a pail of water and
put out the fire before it had a
chance to spread to the rest of
the ammunition on the vehicle,

Ammunition sergesnt Nanney
and truck driver, Perkins, mem-
berz of the ammo train of Service
Battery, 132nd Field Artillery Bat-
talion, were enrcute to Able Baf-
tery when the ehemy shell explod-
ed near their truck.

Fragments pierced the tires on
their trailer and the heod of the
cab, narrowly missing the two
men. Leaping out of the cab, both
men climbed to the rear of the
truck where the ammunition was
burning. .

Nanney grabbed the burning
shell, and handed it to Perkins,
who carried it away. In spite of
severe burns on their hands, the
sergeant and his asgistant extin-
guished the blaze on a number of
ammunition crates. The men re-
sumed their mission.

T-Patch

Nightly Jam-Session
For Artillerymen

While shells whine overhead, the
sound of singing, accompanied by
the strains of soft music drift out
into the night. The singing is
mostly done by French civilians,
while the music is provided by Cpl.
John Gorenflo, Marion, Ohio, who
strums a mandolin, 8/5gt. Joe
Pitzgerald of Paris, Texas bears
down on the violin, while Sgt.
Blake Cummons, also of Paris fin-
gers the guitar,

The artillerymen, all of 132nd,
hold their jam-session nearly every
night to provide entertainment for
their buddies, and countless eivil-
ians. The tric are most always
given refreshments in form of
schnapps, cognac, and cake, as &
token of appreciation from the
French populace.




ROUTE OF THE 1-3-2
“Nothing which the future holds for anyone of us should be too difficult”

ANZIO
ARDENNES ALSACE
CENTRAL EUROPE
NAPLES FOGGIA
RHINELAND
ROME ARNO
SQUTHERN FRANCE
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