
V1 
:::;-
("'. 

--I 

'-' ('() 

M 

t 

' 

G3NERAL ORDERS 

98 

,,-, 
~"12. 8 'i' R I 8 'f' F.i -fl 

HEADQUART"GRS 36TH INFA~TRY DIVISION 
AFO #36 , U.S. Army 

\ 

24 March 1945 

NO . 

Posthumous Award of Silver Star .••.••..•...•......••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• I 
Posthwnous Award of Oak Leaf Cluster - Silver Star •• •••••••••••••••·•••·••••II 
,,_ward of Oak Leaf Cluster - Silver Star - i,{ i ssing in .~ct ion •••••••.•. , •• • .• III 
:~

1
Nard of Silver Star •••••••.•••••••••••••••.. , ......•••••••••••••• , •••...•.• IV 

I. POSTHU,,iOUS .,W,.RD OF SILVER ST,~R. Under the provisions of ,;.rmy Regulations 
600-1+5, a Silver Star is posthumously awarded to the following named individuals 

for gallantry in action: 

IS .. ,.c M. CLl~RK, 36066125, Corporal, ,-.ntitank Company, 142d Infantry Regirrent, 
for gall antry in action on 25 September 1944 in France. When the enemy laid 
do,vn c:, 

1
1e2..vJ artillery and mortar concentration on the 2d · Platoon's road block 

posiVLo1J ':.r1e gunner on a 57rnm gun was killed and several crew members were 
wo und-,c'., ~c•:>.·:irig two guns unmanned. Obs erving the action f rom another position, 
CorpJ:',,l Chri< dashed across 200 yards of open terrain .under heavy small arms 
anc.J. ff,ort ,u· f'j rE; to r each one of tha guns. Two German machine guns opened fire 
on ;:_;_::, _. ,. ,,it ~.on . Loading and a iming the 57rllin gun by hi,nself, he fired a tr,.;e 
bnrst c.ir,;sd.y over 01.e of the machine guns, killing the two gunners and ncu­
trn.li ,~:'..ng ;,he vwapon . Still subj~ct8d to fire from the r emaining machiqe gun, 
Corr•oral Clark- fired a se cond tree burst which killed the crew members and 
silenced th" w.;apon. His outstanding courage , coolness under fire, and aggres­
sive vigor- ,~c:re a.!1 inspiration to all members of his company. He was Kilhd in 
action during a subsequent engagement. Next of kin: lvirs . Grace Clark (J\/J.other), 

1101 He .·oert stre ;t, ivlt. Vernon, Illinois. 

Ch.,RLl..S R. . G,,NT, 34890507, Private First Class, Company F, 142d Infantry 
Reg:L;1ent, for gallant ry in action on 14 and 15 September 1944 in France. 
1,ssigned th'1;; mission of supporting rifle e l ements in attacking a town, Private 
First Class Gant, gunner in a machinl:3 gun squad, entered a building and set up 
his w0apon in a window which fac0d the main street. Spott ing two enemy soldiers 
approaching his position, he wounded one with an accurate burst and, after a 
brief exchange of fire, forc ad the other to fl e1;; . ,.lmo st inuncdiately, he saw an 
enemy officer a nd two enlisted men moving cautiously down the street. Suddenly 
opening fire , he Killed thu officer and drove bacK the two startled soldiers. 
;.lthough he was subj ected to heavy ma.chine gun and antitank fire, he valiantly 
r emained in position and continued firing on the hostile troops. Private First 
Class Gant was killed in a ction during a subsequent engagement. N<:3Xt of Kin: 
i\iirs . Be rnice 1, Gant ( ,vlothe r), Route #1, Burnett Cove., Nhet.h Ca.eoline.. 
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_B~N L. Bru..Y, 38581429, Private First Class, Company F, 142d Infantry 
~egllll0 nt, for gallantry in action on 1 February 1945 in France. Vihen enemy 
~antry elt,J!lents, supported by tanks, launched an attack from the rear, Private 
First. Class Bray, an automatic rifleman, opened fire on the hostile troops from 
the window of a house. Although he became the targ -.:;t for heavy small arms fire, 
he maintained his post by the window and continued firing into the attackers. 
Ono of the hostile tanks fired at the house and scored a direct hit with the 
socond round, seve,rely wounding Private First Class Bray. When th8 order to 
withdraw was given, he refused to be evacuated, insisting that his comrades 
leave hirn to save themselves. His heroic sacrifice, which cost hira his life, 
was a source of great inspirat ion to all the members of his organization. Next 
of kin: lllirs. Mae Bray Smith (]1;other), General Delivery, Portal&s, New Mexico. 

GEfu..LD h, BULLIS, 32035464, Private, Company B, 111th Engineer Combat Battal­
ion, for gallantry in action on 13 and 14 Decembe r 1944 in France . When his 
company was employed as an infantry unit, Private Bullis volunteer&d to occupy 
a forward outpost within a few yards of the hostile posi t ions. Although the unit 
on his company's right flank was forc ed to withdraw in the face of a determined 
enemy attack, Private Bullis r emained steadfastly in position and skillfully 
directed his company's fire into the flank of the attacking troops. His quick­
thinking and aggressiveness contributed mat erially t o the r epulse of the assault. 
On the following morning, during a heavy artillery barrage, Private Bullis main­
tained his post until he was seriously wounded. Unwilling to imperil the litter 
bearers, he worked his way ac ross the shelled area to a place of cover where they 
could reach him without danger to themselves . On the following day he died of 
his wounds. His valor and determination were a source of great inspiration to 
the mGmbers of his organization. Next of kin: ulr. Hulbert Bullis (_Brother), 
Tusca rara Street , Lewiston, New York. 

II. POSTHU,v10US .;.w,,.n.D OF Q,.K IB,.F CLUsrLR - SILVE.R ST,.R . Under the provisions 
of ,,r1.1y Regulations 600-45, a n Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of the second Silver 
Star is posthumously awarded to t he following named individual for gallantry in 
action: 

,,.i:l.THUR TRUJfoN , 35443467, Corporal, Company B, 111th Engineer Combat Battal­
i on , for gallantry in action on 30 October 1944 in France . vvben it became 
necessary to r econnoite r a nd clear a min6field so that artillery units could 
occupy the area, Corporal Truman and a companion voluntoored to make the hazard­
ous r econnaissance. In spit e of intermittent mortar shelling , they carefully 
observed and t ape d off the mined sections of the field. ,,.fter the reconnaissance 
was successfully compl eted, t hey directed a mine clearing detail in reiaoving the 
mines. Ignoring the mo rta r fire , they worked calmly and skillfully until one of 
the mines was detonated . Both Corporal Truman and his comrade wer e mo rtally 
wounded by the explosi on . Their her oism and devotion to duty were a source of . 
groat inspiration to the members of their organization. Next of kin: Mrs. 
i.nniG L. Truman (Mother), 119 Church Street, Beckley, ''·-est Virginia . 

III. ,-V!;.RD OF Q.,K 1£,..F CLUSTER - SILvw ST,.R - Jv!ISSING I N .:.CT ION. Under the 
provisions of ;~ rmy Regulations 600-45, an Oak LGaf Cluster in lieu of the second 
Silver Star is awarded to the following named individual, missing in action, for 
gallant ry: 
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Rt.LJOND ,-. HOPKI NS, 36241736 , Cor poral, Batt e r y .. , 59th ,.rmor6 d Fie ld 
;.rtillery Battalion, for gallant r y in action on 4 J a nua ry 1945 in France• 
Cor por a l Hopkins was driving t he r a dio j eup f or hi s batt e r y ' s f or ward observer 
who was oper at ing v.. ith the kading e l eme nt s of a n infantry bat t a lion. When an 
e n..Jmy ambush ;,•·!ll'~y 6U~enJi~- op4,11-_1.;d fi..ll'-- wit. ti ,Jt, ch.~0 gL/.nt, ::md rifle s, he ,rid his 
off i c .:: r l e ft the vehicle and to ok cove r in a nc:arby dit ch. HGa vy c: nemy fire 
forc..Jd infantry e l e,nc;nts to withdr aw, and th\:! r adio j eep wa s endange red. 
Reali z ing the necessity for getting the r adio to a point wher e it could be usod 
t o adjust fire on the e nemy , Cor poral Hopkins unhe sita tingl y l eft nis cove r ed 
lX) sit i on and, running through ~aall a rms fire to his j eep, drove it a saf8 dis­
tan cG down th8 roa d. While ho att r a cted t he enemy fire , t he offic 0r, who had 
s pr ained a n aru<le , wa s a ble to c,scap6 down the dit.ch. ..s a r e sult of Corporal 
Hopkins quick-thinking and courageous a ction, the fo r ward obse rve r was able to 
adj us t d fo cti ve a rtille ry fire on the hostile strong point , enabling the infan­
try troo ps to r e sume their advance . Corpora l Hopkins v1as reported missing in 
act i on from a subsequent engagoment, Next of kin: Mrs. }1iary Hopkins (Mother), 
92S Blaine Street, Ste vens Point, Wisconsin. 

IV. ,.VIAR.I, OF SILVER SL,R. Uno.er the provisions of ,·.rmy H.og ulations 600-45, a 
Silvor Sta r is awa rded to each of the f ollowing named individuals for gallantry 
in a ction: 

CH,.RLES b, O' BRIEN, 02055984, Sec ond Lieutenant, 1 42d InfantPy Regiment, 
for gallantry in a ction on 11 Februa ry 1945 in FrancE; . Wrw n enemy troops started 
to cl ose in on the f a ctory building occupied by his platoon, Lieutenant O'Brien 
spotted five hostile soldiers behind a she d preparing to rush the platoon's 
po sit i on. ,, s the em,my soldier s start \:! d forvvard, Li eut enant O 1BriE;n moved to an 
exposed position und er smal l arms f'irE; and threw a fragmentation grenade into 
the ir midst. This aggressivo actiorl killed one of' the enemy, wounded another 
and f orc 0d the othe r three t o surre nder. By his splendid courage, Lieutenant 
O' Brien disc ouragc: d othe r anemy troops in the vicinity and broke up a hostile 
c ouri.tc r a ttack. Ent e r ed the Service from De s 1vioirn, s, Iowa. 

1f'lILFRED 0. ,,LFORD, 38628472, Sta ff SergE;ant, Company ;,, 142d Iniantry 
R3g~~ont, for gallantry in a ction on 11 Decembe r 1944 in Franco . Se rgeant 
i.lfo r d was assigned the ,nission of lc =1. ding a combat pe.trol, composE;d of a rein­
f o r ced squa d, t o de stroy two house s which we r e being usGd by the enemy for de­
fe nsive positions and shelte r. He sKillfully guided h is mon a cross mined 
te rrain to the obj ec t ive . J.S the patrol approached t ho house s, the enemy Ot,1ened 
fire with rifles, machine guns and antitank grenades . Unda unted by the strong 
r e sistance, Sergeant ,,.lford l ed his men in a ssaulting the hostile _positions. 
Hurling hand gre na des a s they charged, he a nd his men complet e ly routed the 
host i le force. Sergeant ,,,lford' s aggN ssivc l eadership wa s r e sponsible for 
c apt uring three enemy soldie rs, killing one , wounding another, and securing the 
important obj ective . Ente r ed t he Service from Mexia, Texas. 

RUSSELL E. PIERCb , 35719228, Staff Sergeant, Company,,., 142d Infantry 
Rcg~ne nt, for gallantry in action on 8 J anuary 1945 in Franc e . During the 1st 
Platoon's attack a gainst a t actically important hill, Se r geant Pierce, acting 
squad leader, led the 3d Squa d in protecting his unit 1s right flank in the ad­
vanc e up the hill. Heavy en emy rifle and machine gun fire temporarily delayed 
the attacKcrs. Spotting se ve r a l soldiers who had become separated from their 
own s quad, Serg eant Pierce swiftly organized thera into his squad and sKillfully 
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~p!~yed his mei:i in an assault formation. ,,fter an intense fire fight whfu h 
s "d for ~O minutes, he led his men in charging the hostile positions. ;,,s a 

;~sult of his aggressivE: leadership, his squad seized five 3nemy dugouts, killed 
ive of the hostile soldiers and captured eight. Entered the Service from 

Terre Haute, Indiana. 

,,.
8 1 B.,.ffi'ON. PRICE~ 38036794, Sergeant, Company H, 142d Infantry Regiment, for 

b .L ,.ntry in action on 11 February 1945 in France. ,.s squad l eader of a heavy 
~iach:i.~e gun squad, Sergeant Price was assigned the mission of protecting Company 
-"·.' s :eight flank in the defense of an important town. i;•/hen thc cnellly counter­
~·c.ta~~ed, he personally operated the gun, delaying the atta ckers with his eifoct­
ivc _:.:,~re. J.. self-propelled gun scored a hit on J;iis f~un position, and he ana his 
a~sisv•1~~ ~unner were both wounded. Despite intense pain, Sergeant Price con­
tinued tiring and pr"' wmted the enemy from E-xtending his area of infiltration. 
1':11-:n the section on his right had been overrun and his machine gun could no 
lon~:er be used effectively, ho opened fire; on th1:; enomy with a rifle from a 
second-story window. By his aggr.::s sivem:s s and det;;,rmin2.tion, h0 contributed 
materially to limiting the 8ncmy 1 s a r "a of penetration, Entered the Service 
from Palestine, Texas. 

D0&INICi PAZZrtGLINI, 32945261, Private First Class, Company M, 142d Infantry 
Rcgi..nent, for gallantry in action on 10 February 1945 in France. When the build­
ing which housed the mortar observation post was destroye d by fire from an eneU1y 
self-propelled gun, the sergeant observer started back to the aid station. 
Private First Class Pazzaglini, a radio operator, crawled out of the rubnle with 
his radio intact and, s~eing that the se lf-propelled gun was still firing on 
the friendly troops, began diNcting mortar fire on th0 enemy gun. Although no 
covor was available and he was completely exposed to the hostile fire, he ad­
justed the mortars with such accuracy that the e nemy gun was forced to withdraw. 
By his courage and determination, he eliminated a serious threat to a rifle 
company :ind enabled the unit to continue its a dvance . Entered the Service from 
Zndicot t, New York. 

_ By cornqiand of :11a jor General D..-.HLQUisr: 

OFFIC~~~ 

VINC.i:.NT ,.vi . LOC,<J-l,,.RT 
M2. j or, J...djutant General I s Depa rtment 

J,sst ,-,.djut ant General 

DISTRIBUTION "E." 
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JOHN J • ,,LBRIGHT 
Colonel, Gene r al staff Corps 
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