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ECTION 1 — POSTHUNOUS AVARD CF

[y

Under the provisions cf army Regulatxons 600-45, s Silver Star is posthumcus—
ly awarded each of the foliowing named individuals:

4 JOHN (Wd1) FITIO, 33316018, Private, Company C, Lilst Iniantry iegluont ,’ for
gallantry in action on 9 September 1943 in the vicinity of %, Jeady. Private
Fitio landeG with the assault waves in the invasion of IRy, across fire-swept
braches and attacked on into the well prepared defensive positions of the eneay.

In moving inland, he became separated from his company but dauntlessly moved frcm
place to place engaglng snipsrs with his rifle, neutralizing much of this danger

to the success of the invasion. Vhile so doing, he was killed. His gallant ac-
tion reflect:i great credit upon himself and the Amed Forces of the United States.
Next. of kin: Mrs, Pauline Fitio (uother), 307 Graham Avenue, Bcothwyn, Pgnnsy;vanhf
18,

P

,”LEONARD L. BAY, ?20’507, Private, Headquarte”= Compan;, 36th Infantry Divi—
sion, for gallantry in actlon on 9 September 1943 in the vicinity of s+, I€a1y
Private Bay, driver of the Commanding General's quarter ton truck was proceedzng
to shore at dawn in the landipg craft in which his vehicle was loaded. In the
course of the two hour trip across the choppy sea ii the small landing craft, an
urgent message wa® received from the shore on the General's redio calling for im~
mediate naval gun firz, Private Bay, despite thc high breakers which tolled the
small boat around li'.e a bouncing ball, stood up on the control deck of thé light
landing craft and scarched all. other boats in the vicinity umtil he succeeded in
locating the Commanding General who was procecding to shorc in another traft,
Frivate Bay directed tlie opcrator of the boat to pull along side of thé General's'
bcat and handed the General the vital message. Hde then landed with his vshicle
under intense cnemy artillery fire and took cover mamentarily, KRealizing the
urgency of delivering the truck to the Division Command Post, he dlaregarded the
continued fire and left his shelter., As he plunged for the vehicle, he was in~
stantly killed by an artillery sheli. His gallant action reflects great credit-
upon himself and the Armmed Forces of the United States, = Next of kin. irt. ‘Fanice”
N. Bay (iother), Route 2, Lowell, Ohio.

SECTION 1I — AWARD OF SILVERK STAR \:J, .

Under the provisions of Amy Regulations 600-45, a Silver Star is awirded
each of the following n~med 1nd1v1auals~ "

ISADORE i, SCOTT, 0313339, Captazn, 1ilst Infantry Regiment, for g;llantry
in action on 9 September 1943 in the vicinity of %, Italy. Captain Scott,
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regimental adjutant, was schiduled to land at dawn in the inva@ipn,of,ltaly;

The landing craft in which he was riding became disabied about 500 yards from the
~hore and enemy artillery emplaced in the hills and on ths plajin were constgutly
firing at the assault boats. The fire became so intense that #11 other boats

in the vicinity withdrew arnd headed back out to sez. All other personnel in Cap—
tain Scott's boat tock shelter in the bottom, but Captain Scott stood up, signzled
by waving his 2rms and attracted a.-British craft.. He then assilsted in loading

all officers and men into the new craft and directed their landing on an slternate
beach. The landing was uaccomplished under intense artillery, wortar and maching
gun fire and Captain Scewt led the entire vitally neeged,g;oup‘approximutely Lo
miles under this fire tc¢ rejoin the forward command post of the regiment, His
outstanding initiative, calm courage and devotion to duty inspiired all who wit=
nessed his deeds, His gnllant action reflects great credit upon himssif and the
Arimed Forces cf the United States, Entered the Service from Jepkintowsn, Penn--
sylvania,

BERNARD J. FENTON, O441487, Captain, Chaplain's Corps, for;gelizntry in action
on 7 December 1943 and 149 December 1443, in the vicinity of el It.ily., On the
night of 7 December 1943, a heavy concentration of =snemy artilliry fell on the
forward positions of Qompany H, killing one man and wounding seleral others. The
machine gun seciion was disorganized and could no' opurate effehitively until the
dead and wounded had been removed. Chaplain Fenton volunta%ilygled a litter squad
through heavy concentrations of enemy mortur fire to b positivn and directed
the evacuation of the duad and wounded. This aonu, he reassurced ths aen in their
positions until a high state of morale was ¢lfucted., On the night of 15 Ducember
1943, Chaplain Fenton came forward to the cdvance aid stabion of the 2d Battalion
during the attack against ¥, Tnc arez was being subjected tointense eneny ar-
tillery and mortar fire. tUorking ceaselessly during the heigp* :of the attack and
for two days thercafter without sleep and with little rest. he was instrugental
in evacuating many of the wounded, His fearlessness and devoticn to duty exem—
plified by his presence among the front linec troops was 2 meghifiicent moral snd
spiritual aid to the soldiers of his battzlion. His g:ilunt actlions iefloct great
tredit upon himself and the Armmed Forces of the United Ststes, luntercd the Zer—
vice from Taunton, iassachusetts. .

’

4

JOHN A. HARDAVAY, 38060159, Technical Sergeant, Company E, l42d Infantry
Re iment, for gallantry in action on 31 January 1944 in the vicifity of ##, Ttaly,
Scrgeant Hardaway was a member of & five-man patrol whoss missio% vas to establish
contbact betwasn the Battalion Commander and Compeny Fe Since thy tine element
was of utmost importance and the patrol was the only means of codmunications in
this rugged mountainous area, they elected to take the shortest~ﬁoute, along the
slopes of &%, which was under intense enemy artillery fire. a« portion of this
route was still enemy territory, and as the patrol moved forwardgbhey suddenly
vl upon a group of twelve enemy led by an of ficer. Jergeant, ﬂavdamay ana his
companions quickly and skillfully dcployed, surrounding bhe enemy; grou with such
complete surprise that all were captured without firing a shot. %he patrol then
continued on and contacted Company F. &as a result of this alertniiss and initiative,
Sergernt Hardaway and the patrol not only complebed the assignudkgasx, but prevent-
ed the enemy from alertitg their forces and removed a serious thrgat which would
have jeopardized the position of the entire batialion, Sergeant fardaway's gailant
action r-flects great eredit upon himself and the armed Forces of%;he United States,
Entered the Service from Clanning, Texas,
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CARL T. 'ELCH, 3. 532, Private, sedical Detachment, 1l42d Infantry Regiment,
for gallantry in zction on 16 Decembur 1943 on ##%, Italy., Private Velch was ase
signed as company aid man to the First Platoon of Company B. During the afternoon
of 16 December the company was suojected to an intense enemy artillery barrage
which was particularly heavy in the Third Platoon area. On hearing calls for aid
from wounded men of the Third Platoon, Private Welch immediately and without com-
mand left his place of shelter to render first aid to the stricken men. With ut-
ter disregard for his own safety, he calmly and efficiently administured aid de-
spite the shells that continued to fall in the immediate vicinity. Having treated
two of the woundsd men and while administering aid to a third, Private Vicldch

vias struck by several shell fragnents. Despite thesc wounds, he attempted vo con=-
tinue but found himsclf incapzble of doing so and was evacuated, This display of
outstanding calmness and devotion to duty was an inspiration to all who withessed
his deeds., His gallant action reflected great credit on himself and the araed
Forcus of the United States. Entered the Service from Terre daute, Indiana,

STRLUTED

CLIFFORD (NefI) SPRAGUE, 35057658, Privatc, Company F, l42d Infantry Regiment,
for gallantry in action on 3 February 1944 in the vicinity of 59¢, Italy. aiter
Company F hud successfully attained its objective southeast of Hill #+ the canamy
laid down a terrific concentration of morter ind mschine gun fire and followcd
swiftly with a determined counteprattack., The fire-swepb position became untenacle
but Private Sprague, automatic riflemazn, stecdfestly  waintained his position in
advance of his plitoon und rendered effective fice support while his platoon withe
drew and organized new defenses, He inflicted newvy casuallics upon the on-rushing
enemy with deadly accurate fire, »nd rejoined his platoen only when his ammunition
was exhausted. His devotion to duty and utter disrcgard for his personal safety
in the face of overwhelining odds miterially aided in stemuning the cneny counter—
attack, nnd gave his platorn urgently needed time for organization wnd evicuation
of the wiounded. dis gellant action rdflects greabt credit upon nimself and the
Armed Foreces of the United States, zntered the Service from Cleveland, Ohio,

JAMES E. OENS, 33051798, ‘rivate, Company F, 142d Infantry hegiment, for
gallantry in action on 3 February i944 in the vicinity of ##8¢, Jtaly. Artzr Com-
peny F had successfully zttained its objuctive southeast of Hill ## the enemy laid
down a terrific conccntration of mortar and machine gun fire and followed swiftly
with a determined counterattack. The fire-swept position was untenable but pPri-
vate Owens, assistant automatic rifleman, steadfastly maintained his position
in advance of his platoon and supplied the automatic rifleman with ammunition,
meanwhile he rendered effective fire support with his rifle while his plrtoon with—
drew ind veorganized its defenses, He inflicted numerous cusualties upen the on~
rushing enemy with deadly accurate fire and rejoined his platoon only when his
ammunition was exhausted, His devotion to duty and utter disregzrd for his personal
safiety in the face of overwhelming odds materiully aided in stemming the enemy
counterattack and gave his platoon urgently needed time for organization and evac=-
uation of the wounded. His g2llant action reflects great credit upon himselfand
the srmed Forces of the United States. Entered the Service from Philadelphia,
Fennsylvania. ‘




SECTION II1 — COMMENDATION FOR EXCEFTIONALLY MERTTORIOUS CONDUCT

Under the provision of Army Regulations 6C0-55, the following named indivi-
duzls have been commended for exceptionally meritorious conduct:

WORTH P. GABBERT, 38025997, Sergeant,
736th Ordnamce Lz*ht saintenance Company,
Entered the Service from Fori Vorth, Texas.

CLAIBORNE if. HARDEMAN, 38051936, Techaician Grade i,
736th Ordnance Light idaintenance Company,
Entﬁred the Service from Vichite axls, Texas.

For exccptLOnal.y mzritorious connuct irom 15 June to 15 July 1943 in africa
During off-duty hours Serceant Gabbert and Techn1c1zn Grade 4 dardemal; dx)urxuuntbd
with scrap metals and witn siiliful  ingenuity improvised an dutcclave for tne 11lth
Wedical Battalion. The zpplicance they constructed, after having an issue auto-
clave described to them, was so cleverly made thut by using it“&édical Officers .
of “is Division have been abl~ to reduce the time rsquired for sterilizing their
equipment and surgical ‘tools from six hcurs to one hour, thercoy greatly in-
croasing the efficiency of their service to the coumund, .

By commznd of siajer Gengral ALKER:

STLWART T« VINCLNT
Colonel, General Staff Corps
Chief of Stair
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