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I. AxAGD OF SLLVER STAR - MISSING IN 4CTION. Under the provisions of Army -
Regulations 600-45, a Silver Star is awarded to the i‘ollow:mb named mleLdual,
missing in action, for gallantry:

PASQUALE, PATUTO, 31435012, Private, Company L, 142d Infantry Regiment ,,;f’e&‘j b N
gallantry in action on 15 March 1945 in France. As Company L started to cross
a river with the mission of determining enemy strength, the iien were subjected )
%o a heavy mortar and artillery barrage and became disorganized. Private y
Patuto, a scout, successfully led his squad across the river and then volun-- \
teered to lead a patrol to a nearby house. Crossing an open field in the face
of machine gun fire from both flanks, he encouraged his men to follow him in
assaulting the position. On nearing the house a fierce fire flght develoged; . |
and Private Patuto killed two Germans while the other members of the paurcl o |

killed another German and captured three prisoners. A4S a result of his L"lné'llfl‘- ‘
cent courage and aggressive leadership, the patrol successiully accomplisted its 1) /
mission. Private Patuto has been reported missing in action from a surs:cuvrt i
engazement. Next of kin: Mrs, Mary DeRubeis (Sn.ster), 41 Lincoln Roaa, Nawhoa,
liassachusetts. )

II. AVARD OF SILVER STAR. Under the provisions of Army me,;,ulat:.ons 60045, a
Silver Star is awarded to each of the followmg named individuals for ga.].hmtry
in action:

i

LDVARD R, MAI, 020562814, First Lleutena.nh, Headquarters 36th Imamla
Division artillery, for gallantry in action on 28 august 1944 in France. j.g,n
tenant Mai, air observation pilot for the 3oth Division .rtillery, was aaj
artillery fire on a large enemy convoy attempting to escape up the Wue
when he was wounded by fire from an antlxli'graftfgun. D:ﬁp:\.te the

directing accurate a er, re on the en C
geuadovgg ﬁggtt‘,ﬁlgegergitory or two hours ind teraen%y—flve my
nately shifting fire from personnel attempting to repair a cri
Drome River, to the convoy itself, he succeeded in destroying nnak
and preventing the rest from escaping. Entered the Service moil
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as he ran, By his bold action he killed one German, wounded another
d the remaining enemy soldiers to abandon their position. He then led
in an assault on the first two houses. Leaping through a window of the
house, he killed a German who had been firing a machine pistol at friend-

troops. With the first two houses taken, he reorganized his platoon and
slcillfully maneuvered the squads in clearing the remaining houses in his sector.
W nis valiant and aggressive leddership, the uen captured 18 prisoners and
mr@m another machine gun. Intered the Service from Lawrence, liassachusebts.

PARRELL R. HUFFINE, 44040793, Private First Class, Company B, 143d Infant
Heyiment, for gallantry in action on 17 sarch 1945 in France. During an attack "
on a-town, several men of Private First Class Huffine's squad were wounded by . ' *
machine gun fire as they attempted to cross the open ground between two hoises.
Froi his position at an upper window, Private First Class Huffine observed the
location of the enemy weapon. On his own initiative he left the building and
crawled®across the exposed terrain toward the machine gun. Vhen he had approach-
ed within 20 yards, the Germans saw him and turned their zuns in his airection: "'
iithout hesitation, he dashed forward, iiring his ritle from the hip; and, pe-"'¢
fore the Germans could open fire, he wounded two memvers of the crew and cap-
tured'all three. As a result of his gallant and aggressive actions, valuaole
information was obtained concerning eénemy dispositions in the town and Private
First Class Huffine's squad was able to advance without further casualties.
Entered the Service from Johnson City, Tennessee.

IGNAC J. WASKOWIAK, 3746612L, Private First Class, Company L, 143d Infantry
regiment, for gallantry in action on 13 December 1944 in France. Private First
Class Vaskowiak and a companion were assigned the mission of reestablishing com-
munications between the company command post and a platoon which had peen cut
off by hostile troops. Braving heavy small arms and mortar fire, they infil-
trated through the German lines and located the breaxk in the communications wire.
after repairing the break they started back to the company command post when they
were fired on by an enemy machine gun and a squad of riflemen. Private Finst
Class .askowiak's comrade was instantly killed by the hostile fire. From.a
shallow ditch Private First Class Waskowiak killed the machine gunner and one
rifleman and continued firing until his ammunition was exhausted. Only then did
he retuirn to the command post. His valor was a source of inspiratien to the
entire company.. Entered the Service from aAshton, Nebraska,

7 ROBERT E. POLING, 35783073, Private, Company K, 143d Infantry Regiment, for
gellantry in action on 22 March 1945 in Germany. Private Poling was in a pill-
box on the bank of a river when he suddenly observed a German officer and en- .
listed imen covering the guard a2t the rear door with their pistols. The Germans
opened fire and Private Poling instantly returned their fire with his rifle.
¥ith one well-aimed shot he seriously wounded the enemy oificer and struck the
vistol from his companion's hand. He then rushed to the door and saw six enemy
soldiers preparing to assault the pillbox in an attempt to clear a route of es-
cape across the river. Returning to his post, ne pegan firing his rifle and
dropping grenades through the apertures of the fortification, holding orff the
eneny until reinforcements arrived to repel the assault. By his courage and
initiative, he aided materially in killing three ol the enemy and capturing iive
others. BEntered the Service from Llkins, West Virginia. 5
HD OF OAK IEAF CLUSTLR — SILVER STAR. 1. Under the vrovisions of Army
ons 600-45, an Oak Teatf Cluster in lieu of the svcond Silver Star is
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THOMAS P. CORWIN, 01110431, Captain, 11lth Engineer Combat Battalion
Znuercd the Service from Boonville, New York.

VIRGIL R. COLEGHOVE, 16062651, Staff Sergeant, Company 4, 11lth Lnginger
Combat Battalion. Entered the Service from siilford, sichigan.

Jalfks D. WHITE, 16062625, Sergeant, Company A, 1llth Lngineer Comoat sattal-
ion. Entered the Service from Detroit, Michigan.
for gallantry in action on 22 and 23 march 1945 in Germany. When Company A
was assigned the mission of blowing a path through the Dragon's Teeth in the
Siegfried Line, these men volunteered for the hazardous task. Starting imueci-
ately after dark from an explosives dump 200 yards from their objective, each
man carried 1U0 pounds of explosive. As they advanced, the enemy threw up
flares and directed harassing artillery fire on the area, and 30 yards from the
Dragon's Teeth they were fired on by a machine gun and forced to seek cover.
Yhen the machine gun fire temporarily ceased, they valiantly continued forward
and set their charges. Although repeatedly subjected to machine gun fire, they
worked steadily throughout most of the night, making seven trips to carry their
heavy burdens across the hazardous area before detonating their charges. 4s a
result of their courage and determination, a path was cleared for aruor to

support the infantry troops durinz their attack on the Siegfried Line fortlﬁ.-
cations.

ANTHONY J. VIGNOLA, 01170402, First Lieutenant, 133d Field Artillery Bat-
talion, for gallantry in action on 27 August 1944 in France. Uhile Lieutenant
Vignola was manning an artillery observation post with a rifle company, hostile
troops launched a fierce counterattack supported by a heavy artillery and mortar
barrage. As a result of Lieutenant Vignola's skillful fire direction, the enemy
suffered numerous casualties and the attack was repelled. When the hostile
force reorganized and launched a second attack, Lieutenant Vignola was severely
wounded by mortar shell fragments. Despite intense pain, h¢ moved his observa-
tion post to another position and continued directing artillery fire on the
attackers. Although subjected to intense artillery, mortar and small arm ﬂ.i"e.
he remained in position until he was hit by machine pistol bullets and
to be evacuated. His valiant actions were largely responsible for the rb,pulse
of two ecnemy attacks. Entered the Service from W:dm.ngton, ‘Delaware.

CLEVELAND L. THOMPSON, 20808672, Technician Mfth Grade, Cannon Co
143d Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 28& and 29 sugust 19Ab, m
France. When enemy forces were caught in a trap in the Rhone River valley, Tec
5 Thompson and seven comrades were manning‘a self-propelled 105mm mnon

Dear a highway with the assigned mission of ‘halting a break'bhroug @
armored division. The enemy attacked in great strength, cutting t

other friendly units, but tney remained steadfastly in position. %
the group protected the flanks of the position, Tec 5 Thompson and

rades operated the 105mm cannon and, as bulléts and shrapnel ricocheted from
their mount, delivered heavy and effective fire, destroying a German and
twelve vehicles, killing over 100 Germans and wounding many more.
gallantry and determination, they withstood the full force ef ‘the @
and caused the surrender of many Germans to friendly troops who arrived in
‘support. Entered the Service from Houston, Texas.
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2. Under the provisions of “4my Regulations 60~45, a second Oak Leaf Cluster

b

z iy Of the third Silver ’Sﬁir’ is avarded to the following named individual
Leve : f

ik mlﬂh JONES, 31374966, Starr Sergeant (then Private), Company F, 1lilst
I"ﬁ“n_t,m Regiment, for gallantry in action on 2 October 1944 in France. Private
J‘m‘in-'ﬂﬁ‘.@ a‘ssisne;d the mission of taking four men and establishing an outpost
3% yards in advance of friendly lines. after moving forward approximstely half
the,dlst‘aﬂ@e\, he set out alone to reconnoiter the terrain. At a turn in the
rgil, he suddenly discovered a large German patrol approaching. Remaining

} ' qudetly in Position until the hosti%e soldiers were only a iew yards awey, he .

Many, casualties upon the enemy and gained
h@@til_e troops. _Entered the Service from
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&roup, Private Jones skillfully directed the fire and movement of his men in
retuzning to friendly lines. By his daring and aggressiveness, he inflicted

information on the disposition of the
uanchester, New Hampshire.

JLSSE B, MATIACK
Colonel, General Staif Corps
Chief of Staff
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