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The Adiutant Genersl, War Department, Wﬁshington,lD.C;
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SECTION I - FLAN OF EVACTATION

E’f.” e T PR AT TT e -
SECTION IT ~ COMYUI'TS AMD R8COIMENDATTONS
SECTICN III - CONCLISTON

le¢ The 111th Vedical Battalior,
Pickens, as part of the 36th Infantrs T
the following plan of evacuation of

under the Command of \'a jor Jav W o
1vision, wes prepared to carry out
casualties during the opsration "AVALAVCHR"Y,

a. The three (3) Collecting Comp&ﬁfes, "AN pit A

.k _ war
attached to their Infantryv Combat Teams, l41st, 142nd, i

and 143rd respectivaly,

b. DBattalion Headquertars, Headquarters Detachment, and the

Clesaring Comrany were to embark and land as a group when a heach-head was
established.

¢. T®ach Collecting Compenv was split into thrae (3) ssction
each section consisting of one (1) Officar and twentv-two (22) enlisted’
men (litter bearers), who would land with each hattalion medical aid sta-
tiorie The primary function of these sections would ba to establish casualtv'
pools along the roads of advancs until the Collecting Compsnv Comrander, |
who =ould land with the Regimental Surgeon, had made his raconraisance for
tha location of the Collscting Station, at which time the three (3) sections

and the remaindar of the Collecting Com-any would assemble st the chosen
si1te for the Collecting Station, | |

de The plan for landing of squipment and vshicles was as follows:

8, Hach member of the Collecting Compenv would carry additional
medical supplies such as littsrs, sulf's drugs, morphins svrettes, plasma,
and bandagass, in addition to his normal medical suppliss, end drop thsm at
a8 prearrengsd site on the bssch, thsn procssd inland with their section.

The extra suppliss would be brought up later ss nsed-zd.

On "D" dav the following vehiclss would be brought ashors:

EIADQUARTERS  DEHTACHHENT

1 - : A -.'{ll ¥ din ~
2 = 2= ton trucks | Nedical Suppllesgl{ﬁ; ™
CLEARING COMPAMRGEE R
SR ) - : i s 1

5 - 25 ton trucke Clesrinz Station equipment
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. C.;q 1ipped with litterp carriars
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- > Ol equ
L= 250 gal. water traj lar e
‘ ’:O'Fﬂ’P[N1( !!C!I \
m-—_—_“
7T - A = ;
: lm':?ul I;OGS Normal 2qui pment
a2 ton truck Equipped with littar carriars
2 - 3/4: ton ‘m"r./c 0011 Ct- o4 : ) e
1 - 3/ : ‘eeting Station squipment -
5 - 5/4 ton rscomnaisence Car T
EpTs : : .
Argo trailers Collecting Station eoui pment
Ce On D p]_us 2 the follows; - :
e : i O o J}_ .
! 1ng vahiclas were schaduled for landings
HEADQUARTRRS DETACHY =N '
— 2 e U RTRE T .
1 - 25 ton truck : :
; ¢z ton -rl"'*fls Medical Supnlias
uy TR S 3
w4 ton /G Headquartsrs “quipment
SLBARING COMPBANY
T - .
1 - 280 gal, watar tre; ler
TR
COVP! Ty fgn g
Ed
4 - ;.i,mbUlanG@S ETOI‘*:'].&] @{Euj_f';ment
gt e ton truclk Bquipped with littar carriars
! COVPANY "™
AN S
None
|
Conqﬁc‘w{v ”C"
ot TS B DL
None
do On D plus 7 the folloming vehicles wers scheduled for landing:
, dEADQUARTERS DETACHVENT
| -_—
,' 1
,j & = 7 ton trucks
| 1 - 3/4 ton reconnaisance Car
1 - 3/4 ton WA Company equipment
2 - Cargo trailers Compeny equipment
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equipment
Bquipment
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St 2"'"I‘ tor —vir1- .
. < ton Sricks unmﬁanv equlpment
- CEEG: e s (U - .
I allsis Company equlpment
Li=02350 gal. water treilsy
{1 WP;I;T" ”.tﬁ.‘.."
e Ut
7 - il '
ambulance ‘‘ormal equipment
CO]\FE A T']Y HB 1
1= 5/@ ton reconneisance Car
1 - 2% ton truck Compenv equipment
pis uargo trrilars Company ecuipment
COHPHT‘IY Hcll
e
O = ‘imbulances Normal ecuipment :
2 -3 /4 ton W/ Compenv equipment
1 2 - ton truck Compsnv souipment

e The ¥itchens of the Hattalion, rnd the remeinder of v=hicles
ware left with the Special Comrenv in Africa.

SECTTON T1

le The operation "AVALAYCUE" wes launched on "DV dav, 9 Beptamber
1943 ot "H" hour 0230. The Collec ting Companiss ssction hmban landing with
their Batt~lion 4id Ststions ahrout 0400, ths lsst unit landed at 1030. Due
to the intsnse snemy artillsrv and mortar fire or the heach thev had diffi-
cultv in meinteining contact with thair betteliom 2id stations, although
Chis did not impeir ths opsration of thess s~ctions. The grﬂatmst difficultyv
was Ifound in acsfomblﬂn% the vehicles arnd sgquipment so ths Collecting Stations
could be established., This was dus to the faect that the vehicles would be
lended on different beschss and the psrsonnzl on another. and could not pro-
cead to the prearrangsd rendszvous because the infantry had not widsned ths
beach-hcad as planned. This difiiculty was overcoms bv sending laisons to
2ach hassch who would meet the personnel and vehicles as thev landed and
dirzct th-m to the new rsndszvous.

e The Clearing CUompany landed H plus 14 hours and were met by ths
| s from the Batta’ion Headquarters, who landed =arlier in the morning,
nd vere dirscted to their rerdezvous. The vshicles with the Clsaring .
LaTion equipment wars Tarded that night and the following morning. It was
inprecticable to estenlish a Clesaring Station on "D" dey dus to ths narrow-
n2835 ol the beach-hsad. The Clsering Stetion want into opsration D plus 1
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SECTION IT (CONT'D)
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e 1230 and beg;"'rl recelvin 8 S \ ' 1 : (‘
X & o i g Cfﬂa“lalt"ﬁs :fron"l tﬂe C 1 -Jt -
1ately. ollecting Stetions immed=

i?. During the first two davs transportation for the avacuation of
casualties was critical dus to thes limited number of ambulances given

prisrit\f or "D" dav, Bvary method of evacuation to tthe b=zach was employad
on "D" dav, including, littsrs, jesps, trucks, and smbulances.

4. The Xitchen equipment for ths Clearing Station was not taken
heceuse of the shortage of vehicles and the limited number of vehicles
ziven priority on "D" dav. This worked a hardship on the patients retained
in the Clearing Station. The kitchens were landed on D plus 17.

O On 15 Septzmb=r 1943 the Clearing 3Station was movad to a locetion
about two or thres miles of the front and forward of the frisndlv artillary
on orders of the Division Surgszon. This location was protested due to the
Artillery emplacements within 200 vards of the Stations, and within easy
range of en=my light artillery. The following dav sevaral shells landad
within 50 to 75 vards from the Cl=zaring Station. It was belisved that this
shelling was intended as countar hattery fire and not dirscted at the Clear-
ing Station

6. During this operetion it was obsarved that both the German
eround troops and 2irmen respectsd the Hed Cross, Although aid men Were
fir=d on occassionally it is bzligwvsd thet it vas not intsntional, as the
Ded Cross bressard can be soen ornlv s short distances, The Collecting
Stations and the Clearin~ Strtion n2d largse Red Crossss painted on all
tentage. Each station elso displeved a largs Qed Cross penel with a white
background which could be ssen from the air at a grsat height, These nred
Crosses were made of various articlses, such as sheets, terps, and sacks. It
is recommended that each Collecting Stetion snd Clearing Stetion be issued
soveral largs Red Cross panals as part of their TB /A equipment,

SECTION IIT

1. Although sncountsring many difficulties during the landing opsr=
ation, all of which ware ovarcome satisfactorily, the line of avacuation.
proved very satisfactory end operated according to plan after the estahiish-

mant of Gollecting Stations and the Clearing Station.,

2. On the 12 September 1943, the 111th Medical Battalion was ordered
to assembls about sight (&) miles west of Rocca d*Aspide for rest and reorg-

anization,

Vajor, Med Corps.,
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Annex #1 - Summary of Company MA" 111th Medical Battalion (Historical Hecords
and Historiss of the 111th lMed Bn for the operation "AVALANCHE")

On "D" day Collecting Company ", " landed on Blue Beach (se~ over-lay)
at 0400 und=r intense enemy machine guns, small arms, mortar, and artillery
fire, undsr the Command of Captein Joe He. Robzrts, but was unabls to set up
5 station dus to being pinned to the beach by the above firs, Yuring this
time first aid was given to the wounded on the beach, At 170C the Gompany
wns able to leave ths beach and rroczeded south sbout 2 miles across tThe
qolofrone River, whers the company dug in due to ths hzsavy enemy fire. Evacua-
tion to the shore medical unit was accomplished bv using ths one ambulance.
The following dey after the romaindar of the Collecting Station equipment
was brought ashore the Collecting Station was sstablished at 1600 10 September
1043, +he transportstion was supplemented by thres smbulances from Company "B".
Casualtiss were light and were initially evacuated to 405 Collacting Clearing,
later to the 111th Medical Ret+talion Clsaring Station. On 13 September 1949,
+the Collecting Station was mov .d with its combat tesm To the 1aft flank of the
beach head to vicinity of W79€154 (Ses ovarlay). On 16 September 1045 the
1st and 2nd Battalions W=2rs datachad from the combat Team and took position
on front line sbout 1 mi 1s North of Albanells. In ~rder to furnish these
baettelions with evacuation, Companv m. M oont four embulanc=s and four litter
squads under the command of an afficar and ons I'CO, upon contacting the_se
battalions, they set up their station shout cne mile to rear of front line.

L AN o=

One case of exhaustion Was the only ~asuslty resulting from the entire oper-

ation., On 19 Seytember 1245 Company "M was ordared TO assgmble at N920073

for rest and reorganizatilone
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Annex /2 - Summa}*v of.Company "B" 111th Vedical Battalion (Historicsal Records
end Histories of the 111th Med Bn for the operation "_&VAU;NCHE").

Collecting Company "B" under the ¢ommend of Ce
ed bv sections on "D" day between the hours of 0545

and proceeded to rendezvous area Northesast of Pacstum. Entire landing was

made under heavy enemy fira, Many casualties ware treated on beach. and as
the sections proceeded to rendezvous areca, two men to the company w;re killed
on the beach by flying shrapnel and two wounded, Captain Akins was seriously
wonnded about one mile North Of Passtum by mechine gun firs from an enemy tank
that was retreating North from Passtum, After receiving first aid, he was
evacua ted to the shore aid station, Captain Herbert R, Farbasr assumed com-
mand of Company "B", After the infantrv had reorganized, the Collecting
Station was established about 1430 North Pacstum at N857045 (See overlay).

On the night of 10 September 1943 at ths sbove location during an air raid by
enemy planes, a bomb was dropped in the arse of the Collecting Station at
2500 killing two enlisted men end wound ing onzs officer and two enlisted men,

On 12 September 12:3, Collecting Strtion moved NE87056, The station operated

normally until Company "C" moved irto their area.and Company "B" closed their

station and attached ell of "3" comrarnv's ambulancas end litter squads to
mn

Collecting Company "C" on 14 Septerbar 1543, 0On the nizght of the 14 Sept-
ember 1943 "B" Companv sant two ambulences and two littar squads to evacuate

the fznd Airborna Infantry., On 19 Soptembar 1943 Company "B" was ordered
to assemble at N920073 for rost and reorrsanization,

pt Jack 0. Akins, land-
end 0645 on Graen Beach,
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Annex 3 - oummary of Company "©" 111th Medical Battalion (Historical Records
and Historiss of' the 11lth Ved En for the operation " AVALANCHE"),

Collecting Company "C" under the commend of Capt Allen B. Markowitz
as part of the 143 combat team, which was held as Divison Reserve landed iI,I
szctions betwesn the hours 07350 and 1030, on "D" day on Green Beach., These
units also encountered heavy enemy artillery fire., The company sections not
being able to contact their battalion aid stations, set up a collecting station
about one mils Northwest of Paestum whers they processed about twenty casual-
ties., 'hen the entire company was assembled they moved and established their
collecting stations at 1700 in vicinitv of N872052 in support of their combat
team which had been committed to action. On "D" day the company land-d three
ambulances, one Command Car and onc % ton Jeep which was equippzd to carry
litters, Thls transportation was found to be inadequate for the number of
casuclties arriving at the station so two ambulances were borrowed from
Company "B". On "D plus 1" and "D plus 2" an additional four ambulancss were
landed which were immediately put to use. On the evening of 13 September
1943 the Collecting Station while operating West of Mount Chirico N903123
lost 17 enlisted men and two ambulences that were operating in and about
Altavilla, These men wers listsed as missing in action., On the evening of
24 Septamber Private Shaver, ons of the men listed as missing in action
returned to the companv after asscaying from the Germans on the night of 18
Septemhber 1643, Hs was captursd with 11 othar men of the company and re=-
ported that none of thess had been wounded. During the morning of 19 Sept-
ember 1943 the company wes withdra'm from action and joined the 1l1th Medical
Battalion at the assembly ar=sa located ahout five miles west of Rocca d!'Aspida.
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9 September 1943

Headquarters, Headquarters Detachment, and Clearing vompeny, lllth
Medicel Battalion embarked from Oran, North Africa on & British Ship, the
”Ol"ontes: for the invasion of Italy, on 5 September 1943, Collecting
Company A" 111th Medical Battaliom embarked from Oran, North Africa on
tre USS Thomas Jefferson,s Collecting Company "B" embarked from Oran, North
Africa on the USS Lyon, and Collecting Company "C" embarked from Oran,

North Africa on the USS Stanton., BEach of the Collecting Companies were
attached to their respective Combat Teams, Company "A" with Combat leam

141, Company 'B" with Combat Team 142, and Company "C" with Combat Team

145, At 1000 9 September 1945, Major Pickens, the Battalion Commander,

end Captain Knight, Battalion Adjutant, with two liaison men, Captain

Hearn and Sergeant Gauss, debarked from the "Orontes" in the vieinity of
Peestum, ltaly, and made a reconnaissance for the location of Headquarters,
Headquarters Detachment, end Clsaring Station. The primary purpose of the
lisison men, Captain Hearn and Sergeant Gauss, was to meet the remainder of
Headquarters, Headquarters Detachment, end Clearing Company on the beach

and direct them to the rendezvous area selected by Major Pickens and Captain
Knighte The remainder of Headquarters, Headquarters Detachment, and Clear-
ing Company debarked from the "Orontes" in the vicinity of Paestum, Italy at
1300 and landed on Yellow beach at 1800 and marched directly to the rendez-
vous area for the night, No Medical Installation was established as the
equipment was not as yet unloaded. Collecting Companiss "A", "B" and "C"
of’ the 111lth Medical Battalion, landed with their respective Combat Teams

at 0750 and went directly into action. Resistence as very stvong. Beaches 4
were under heavy artillery end mortar fire. Airecraft straffed and bombed |
beaches continously. Company "B" received the following casualties - two
enlisted men killed, two officers and two snlisted men wounded, NO

MESSAGES RECEIVED OR SENT.,

LOCATION OF UNITS AS OF "D" DAY

- Map 198 III Italy

HEADQUARTERS ) .
HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT ) N 847026
CLEARING COMPANY )

COMPANY "A" N 855005
COMPANY "B" N 857043
COMPANY "C" N 872052

-’f”””r:A.L.Nemic‘Capt; '
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TIME FILED
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ENT MESSAG
CENTER IN DUPLICATE)

10 September 19435 | S5 i

Headquarters Detachment . md Qha

marched from their overnight rendezvous area to the iHoma m | e
of Neptunes" (Which was & mile Bast of tle rendaz‘voua mnﬁ:"f-’ .
established a Headquarters, Medical Supply Dopof md a i arin

Vessages Were sent to each of the Collecting Com
location, and casualties began coming in imedia.tely.

heavy due to the continued strong reai;'
again under heavy artillery end mo: ]

straff and bomb the beach headse

a result of an enemy bombing raid .
LOCATION OF 1l

At 1000, Headquarters,

EADQUARTERS DET
CLEARING COMPANY

-
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DSo SeDive L

CePe 111th Med Bn and Medical Supply opened 1630 %

‘ location N 853024 Map 198 IIT.

| G

learing Station Same location as above will O pen
1230

DO
IEES——————

Ce0
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1030 ,
TIME SIGNED

Major Pickens.,
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Casualties have been of a moderate neture today. Newspaper men
pictures of Headquarters and Clearing Station area (Newspaper men hﬁ#
been attracted to our location because of its historhl.l"mmrn} Il
still located in and about the ruins of the Roman "Tonpli d ' tun
Znemy planes appeared about 1330, bombed beach area. h

Collecting Compenies is very good.
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Y 16 September 19435

_ Heavy Artillery fire by both the Germans and Americans dur!.ng
dawn hours. Enemy artillery shelling near our position., Enemy p!
appeared this morning at 0750. Enemy planes again came over Ibmt
Two planes were seen to be shot down. One plane lppn.rutly H.i by A o
pircraft fire was observed to have crashed in the mountains. '.Iﬂ~ -y
Artillery during the entire aftermoon. Shells landed within f y yards
of the Clsaring Station. At 1830 enemy plenes appeared, thirt
later than their usual Time. We have labelled this daily ﬂh
0'Clock Nail"™ Enemy planes appeared about 2140 and bombed *
besches. Our bombers were very sctive tonight and from all ! eation
much hevoc was done to enemy positions. Bighty patients were cleared b
the Clearing Station this dste up to mid -night, cmtut with ( f'f& n|
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