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I, AWARD OF SILVER STAR. Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, a ’ j, | §
Silver Star is awarded to each of the following named 1ndiv1duals for gallantry :

!
in action: _ } <M /
WILLIAM i, TAYLOR, 20802664, Technical Sergeant (then Private First Class), : (
Company F, l4lst Infantry Regiment. Entered the Servite from Lockhart, Texas. |

RAYMOND R. DIRZANOWSKI, 20802485, Staff Sergeant (then Private First Class),
Company F, ll..lst Infant.ry Reg:unent Entered the Serv1ce from Lockhart, Texas.

for' gallantry in action on 3 June 1944 in Italy. Company F was advanc:phg
down a road when it was suddenly subjected to heavy fire from an ehemy road
block, and a hbstlle tank began shelling the friendly troops. These men ‘spotted
the bank and, acting’ on their own initiative, worked-their way into a position
from which they could direct iire on it. although small arms fire swept the
area, they calmly operated their bazooka, delivering eifective fire on the enemy
tanlk., Their first round da.maged the tank's gun and the second damged its track.
4s a result of the aggressiveness and courage of these. men, the tank was imed
to withdraw and the road block was swu‘tly destroyed.

Compa.ny h was moving- toward its objective when four enemy machme gun
1y opened fire, halting the unit's advance. The lst Platoon was ass: he
mission of outflanking the hostile positions. As the platoon proceeded cross
an open field, it was subjected to rapid bursts of machine gun fire dir .
from the front and left flank. The first scout was killed and the 'Qt r
members were forced to halt in the middle of the exposed area. Cogi ﬁ

serious threat to the safety of his comrades, Private First Class D ¢
acting squad leader, ‘courageously pressed forward in an abtempt f.o n
the well-entrenched 905’1‘!‘.:3 Firing his riﬂe as he advanced, ha x;.

‘of the hostile soldq.ers al fqrc@cf another to flee. Continuing forwarc

destroying the weapon and killing another of the enemy. His



o, e
s i

—— _——-— =

qu Inf Div, 8 Feb 19h5.'-c6n£d)

“

house occupied by the antitank squad. Spotting the cnemy, Private First:
Class Kite seized an automatic rifle and, fearlessly exposing himself in the -
m‘bmﬁ of a hall, opened fire on the hostile foree., Vhen the automatic rifle
- Jammed, he dropped the weapon and, although he was the target for direct small
~ams fire, began hurling hand grenades into the midst, of the charging enemy,
spersing: them and temporarily delaying the assault. In the brief respite, he
: iftly relieved the stoppage in his automatic rifle. Observing an enemy gunner
attempting to set up a machine gun, he again opened fire, killing the soldier.and
‘destroying the gun. With his rifle he moved from room to room, firing on the
hostile troops and hurling hand grenades into their midst. Although he was. con-
stantly subjected to rifle and machine gun fire, he succeeded in killing four
more of the enemy and, by his calmness and courage, was largely responsible for
‘repelling the attack. Entered the Service from Hurdland, iissouri. . :

SAM GALLICCHIO, 34797187, Private, Company K, 143d Infantry Regiment, for
gallantry in action on 8 November 194l in France. During an attack against a .
hostile village, Private Gallicchio was assigned the tesk of checking buildings
for pockets of enemy resistance. A4cting on information received from French
civilians, he rushed the building which housed the hostile command post. Boldly ‘
entering the houke, he ordered five enemy soldiers to surrender. When an officer
answered his command by opening fire, Private Gallicchio swiftly returned the
fire with his automatic rifle, wounding two of the soldiers and forcing the
others to surrender. Although he had suffered a painful leg wound in the ex-
change of fire, he valiantly refused to be evacuated and continued clearing the
houses, assisting in.the capture of 1l more prigoners. Ignoring the pain of his:
wound, Private Gallicchio searched the buildings until the town had been com- |
pletely cleared. He then remained on duty for four hours until his patrol lead- ‘ F 3
er ordered him to the rear. Intered the Service from Raiiford, Florida. -

LAWRENCE J. BELT, 35763261, Private, Company K, 143d Infantry Regiment, for
gallantry in action on 21 November 1944 in France. Company K was assigned the
mission of attacking a group of houses well-protected by barbed wire entangle-
ments, mine fields, trenches and dugouts. When the lcading platoon launched a
surprise assault and forced its way through the obstaclos along the road into
5 the first few houses, Private Belt, a wireman, valiantly braved the heavy small
v ams, mortar and 20um gun fire to lay a communications line to the assault pla-

‘ toon. Enemy troops launched a savage counterattack against the friendly force

/ which had penetrated their defenses, and the wire line was shattered by the r

¢ shellfire. Aware of the nccessity for maintaining coummunications during this ‘
critical stage of the operation, Private Belt valiantly cxposed himself to the J

\ | incessant fire in order, to repair the line, . For three hours he worked inde-

fapigablji and fearlessly to maintain the vital coauuunications. When the enemy

began setting the buildings afire with effective shelling, Private Belt strung

B ¢ a new line from the beleagucred platoon through heavy small arms fire to the

; company command group. By his daring and skill, he rcestablished contact, there-

by cnabling the leading platoon to call for a smoke scrcen and withdraw from the ‘

untenable position. Intered the Service from Wheeling, Jest Virginia. ‘

JOHN R. SCHELLA, 33611602, Private, siedical Detachment, 1li4lst Intantry |
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 16 October 194k in France.. The 2d Platoon
was leading Company A in an attack against strong cnemy deienses when it was ‘ ‘
suddenly subjected to heavy machine gun and sniper firc. Several of the platoon t {
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members were wounded. Although the enemy continued sweeping the area with
effective bursts of fire, PI‘lthb Schella, aid man with the platoon, fearlessly
cxposed himself in order to acdminister first aid to his wounded comrades. He
willingly risked his own lifc to save the lives of the injured soldiers and,
while so engaged, was painfully wounaed by the hostile fire. Without a thought
for personal safety, he valiantly continued treating the other casualties. He
woritced indefatigably under the incessant small arms firc, giving aid to the
wounded and assisting in their cvacuation, until the company conmander, aware of
the seriousness of Private Schella's condition, ordercd him back %o the aid
station for medical attention. ZEntered the Service from Carbondale, Pennsylvania.

|
GTORGE E. NETTLETON, 37634443, Private, Company D, 142d Infantry Regiment, L
for gallantry in action on 13 December 1944 in Fragce. Although Private Hettle- [ i
ton was a new replacement in Company D, it was expedient, bccause of the short- x
age of men, to make him first gunner in a machine gun squed. His squad was in g ¥ k1
position to defend a recently capturcd town when hostilc troops attempted to in- . f'fl
i

filtrate the friendly lines. Two of the squad members had been killed, several %
had been wounded, and a heavy artillery oparrage prevented the others from assist-
ing Private Ncttleton. The other gun crew of the section had been captured by |
the ecnemy. In spite of the dangers which confronted. him, Private Nettleton de-
verminedly remained in position for more than 12 hours without relief or food.
He manned his machine gun alone, remaining constantly on the alert for enemy | "
movenent . In spite of heavy shellflre and adverse weather conditions, he never A9
relaxed his vigil, keeping the hostile troops pn.nned down over a wide sector and <
killing or wounding at least 50 of the enemy. Entered the Service from Rn.sco,

1I. AWARD OF OAK LEAF CLUSIER - SILVER STAR. Under the prov:.slons of Army
Regulations 600-45, an Oak Teaf ‘Oluster in lieu of a second S:leer St.ax' is aWard-
ed to each of the follomng named mdinduals for gallantry in actlon. ; '. 4

* JOHN W, SMITH, 0519221, First ‘Lieutenant, 132d Field Artlllery Battalloh, <
for gallantry in action on 27 August 1944 in France. Lieutenant Sm:.th was )
assigned as fox'wa.rd observer with Company C, 142d Infantry Regiment. The cbngpany
was ambushed by enemy tanks and infantry and suffered heavy casualties as a re-
sult of intense small arms, wortar and artillery fire. Lieutenant Smlth ;mimeda.—
ately adjusted friendly artillery fire on the hostile targets, destroymg one of:
the enemy tanks and forcing two others to retreat. as the number of casualties
increased alarmingly, he directed the members of his forward obaerver section
using their pack boards to help evacuate the wounded. Al’chough he v
withdraw from his exposed position, he courageously remalned in the.'i‘ r
area and continued directing fire on the hostile force. Atare that his
tie only means of coumunication between the company cnd the battal:],b \
ers, ne disda:med personal safety and fearlessly waintained his positio
Couwpany G was ordered to withdraw, Lieutenant Smith remained alone*
for heavy enemy fire, to direct friendly artillery in covering the
He did not leave the hazardous area until after aidanight : when i,;f,xé‘ oV
comp).eted Eht.ered ‘the Serv1ce from Bonham, Texas TR

o

ROBER‘I‘ A LANG, 01178222 First, Lieutenant, 132d ield Artill
for gallantry in action on 6 November 1944 in France. Campany K o?"”éhp
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had attacked and seized ite object.we on a. strategically :lm~
e enemy suddenly opened fire with a well-concealed artillery
navmg the heavy barrage, Lieutenant Lang, artillery forward
he umt- » moved forward on his own initistive and established -an,
Po i,n an exposad posltlon which afferded excellent observatien but
r. From this vantage point.he located the enemy weapon and, work-
ile' shells crashed around him, adjusted accurate artillery fire on- ,
'dthi'oy:u:\g the gun and elininating a serious threat to the safety P
Remaining ‘constantly alert for enemy activity, Lieutenant Lang il
3 eonIpany of hostile :miantrymen marcm.ng up a road. He directed effeet- \

Rl

p@t
ive arﬁi.ﬁery fire on the group; killing 15, wounding many others and forcing
‘the . reminder to flee. EIntered the Service from East Orange, New Jersey.

 WILLIAG u. TAYIOR, 20802664, Technickl Sergsant, Company F, 14lst THEAREEY |
Ragmeht., for gallantry in action on 1 November 1944 in I‘rance. During an atuack |
against an enemy-held hill, Sergeant Taylor located the hostile machine gun which {
vias deiaying the advance of his platoon and immediately opened fire on the encuy
wuapon.; Aﬁaer several antitank grenades had failea to dislodge it, he called
for a friendly tank which was supporting the attack and cirected it in knocking
out the mach:me gun emplacement. Then, advancing directly in the face of heavy |
amall a.rms fi're, he led his platoon in an assault against the hostile force and, .
with chh:.ne gun and tank fire, killed 12 of the cnemy soldiers, captured lh and
complat'ely routed the remainder of the hostile troops. By his personal courage [
and aggressive leadership, he cnabled his unit to seize its objective. Entercd ~
the sdrvice from Lockhart, Texas.

By command of wajor General DAHLQUIST

JOHN J, ALBRIGHT
Colonel, General Staff Corps . 1
Chicf of staff
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