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HEADQUARTERS 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION.

&G RECORDS SEC,
ALFO i#36, U. S. Army

9 March 1945

GENERAL ORDERS

NO. 75
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I. TIOSTHULOUS AWARD OF SILVER STA Under the provisions of frmy Regulations
600-45, a Silver Star is posthumously awarded to each of the following named
individuals for gallantry in action:

NELSON W. LE SIEUR, 37400186, Staff Scrgeant, Company B, 143d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 20 June 1944 in Italy. as Company B,
advancing in a colwm, moved up a hill, « group of enemy soldicrs suddenly
opened firc with an automatic wcapon and rifles, The company was pinned to the
ground,'unable to return the hostile firec. Fearlessly exposing himself, Ser-
geant LeSieur crawled from his position in‘o a thicket 15 yards awey in an
attempt to flank the enemy emplacement on the hill above. after moving cau-
tiously through the underbrush to a spot from which he could direct effective
fire on the hostile strong point, hc dctourmined the exact position of the auto-
matic weapon and killed the gunncr with a well-aimed shot, His cffective fire
completely disorganized the enemy soldicrs and forced them to fleec. His quick-
thinking and daring cnabled his company to continuc its advance and scize its
objective. 'Scrgeant LeSicur was killed in action during a subscquent cngage-
ment. Next of kin: iir, Joseph E. LeSieur (Father), Portagc Dos Sioux, Mo,

HARRY U, OESTERLEN, 33135347, Private First Class, Company B, 1llth Engi-
neer Combat Battalion, for gallantry in action on 30 October 1944 in France.
When it beccame neccessary to reconnoitoer and clear a mineficld so that artilleny
units could occupy the arca, Privatc First Class Ocstcrlen and a companion
voluntecred to make the hazardous roconnaissance. In spite of intcrmittent
mortar shelling, they carcfully obscrved and taped off the mined secctions of
the ficld., After the rcconnaissance was successfully complcted, they directed
a mine clcaring dctail in rcmoving the mines. Ignor:mg the mortar fire, they
worked calmly and skillfully until onc of the mincs was detonated, Both Pri-
vate First Class Oesterlen and his comradc werc mortally wounded by the ex-lo-
sion, Their hcroism and devotion to duty were a source of orcat insmirction
to the members of thoir organization. Nuxt of kin: Ir. Fred Oesterlen (rather).
2106 r.ast Berges Street, Thiladelphia, Fennsylvania, 7y

II. AWARD OF SILVER STiR. Under the provisions of Army Regulations 4600.&5‘ .
a Silver Star is awarded to each of the following named individuals for galq
lantry :m action .
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JOSEF C. DINE, 041828L4, Captain, 143d Infantry Regiment, for gallan‘hry %
action on 23 Scptombc.r 1944 in Francc. Company F was u.sslgncd the mission of
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clearing cnemy resistance from a well-defended town. Skillfully meneuvering his
company in elininaingiostilc road blocks along the route of advance, Cabdtain
Dinc led his men through small arms, mortar and artillery fire to the outsidirts
of the town. The assault platoon occupicd a house on the cdge of town and was
subjected to heavy machinc gun, rifle and mortar firc from a building approxi-
métely 200 yards to its front, In spite of the hostile firc, Captain Dine
worked his way forward to thc leading platoon in order to determine the situa-
tion. He personally cdjusted effective mortar fire on the hostilc positions
and directed his platoon in climincting the encmy strong point and in killing

a large number of hostile soldicrs. His personal courage and brilliant lcader-
ship were responsiblc for attaining the company's objective and were a source
of great inspiration to his men. Entered the Scrvice from Vorcester, Liass.

LEON G, PIERCE, 01180296, First Licutcnant, 132d Ficld Artillery Battalion,
for gallantry in action on 29 Scptaaber 1944 in Frence., Company G, 142d Infan-
try Rogiment, was assigned the mission of defending an important hill, = Licuten-
ant Picrcc, artillery forward obscrver attached to the company, couragcously
established his position with thc forward infantry outpost in order to render
more effective artillery support. UWhon a large hostilc. forcc launched a strong
attack, hc began directing artillery firc on the cnemy troops. Although he was
subjected to artillery and mortar shelling, he remained in his cxposed position
and brought the fire closcr as the hostilc soldicrs advenced. The attackers
drove forward, swceping the arca with small arms and automatic weapons firc.
Undaunted by the intensity of the firc fight which raged around him, Liecutcnant
Pierce adjusted artillery shelling to within 50 yards of his own position. He
maintained his post for two hours, directing accurate artillery fire on the
enemy until the assault was repelled, His skill and courage mcrc responsible
for inflieting hcavy casualtics on the hostile forcec and contributed materially
to the rcpulsc of the attack. Entcred the Service from Honoraville, Alabamo,

LORTON BEERMAN, 32992178, Technical Sergeant, Company I, 141st Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 18 December 1944 in France., Sergeant Beer-
man was assigned the mission of lcading en eight-men patrol, supported by.a
tank, in attacking hostile positions which had delayed the advance of two rifle
companics. As he and his men startcd across a field subjected to heavy drtil-
lery, small arms and bagooka firc, the gun on the friendly tani jammed, leaving
them without fire support. Although intensc {ire was directed at him and his
patrol, Scrgeant Beerman rallicd his men ond pressed forward in the attock,
Skillfully mancuvering his men, he directed tiicm in laying down a base of fire
which neutralized the hostile weapons. loving bravely from man to man, Scr-
geant Beermon kept his squad under control and led the group in overrunning the
cnemy positions. as a result of his daring, cggressive lcadership, 27 .of the
hostilc soldiers were captured and many others werce killed or wounded, . .Eptercd
the Scrvice from Bronx, Necw York.

OLIVER P. COJNOLLEY, 36321182, Technical Scrgeant, Company i, 142d Infentry
Regiment, for gallentry in action on 10 Fcbruary 1945 in France. During an
attack against a well-fortificed enemy town, Scrgeant Connolley, platoon scrguant
of the 2d Platoon, led a section of heavy machine guns in support of the rifle
troops. By skillfully placing his guns in advantageous firing positions, he
contributed materially to thc capturc of the battalion objective. The cnemy
count crattacked the unit's defenscs, and a sclf-propelled gun scored a direct
hit on the building which houscd Scrgeant Connolley's machine gun positions. A
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gunner was killed and several crew members were wounded, Sergeant Connolley

swiftly moved the gun to anothcr position and opened fire on the encmy attack=~
ers, killing scven, wounding approxim:tcly fiftcen, and stopping the attack in
his scctor, His gallant actions, in the face of heavy enemy firc, contributed .
materially to the repulse of the asscult. Entercd the Service from Mt. Pulaski, {
Illinois, :
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DALE E. LORRES, 39911835, Staff Scrgeant (then Privote First Class), Compeny  ° | B
K, 141st Infontry Reblmcnt. IEntered the Service from Carson City, Neveda. 1
MILTON E. GELLIRLANN, 38558197, Private First Class, Company K, l4lst Infan- 2
try Regiment. BEntered the Service from Kerrville, Texos. 3
for gallantry in action on 13 December 194%4 in France. Thesc men, members 3
of the 2d Platoon of Company K, were the contact men between their own unit and
Company E, which was on the cxtreme rigit flank. When a large hostile force
launched a determined attack against the left flank of Company E, they supported
the unit with ¢ffective fire. The company's flank was overrun by cnemy soldicrs,
and the 2d Platoon of Company K was forced to withdraw to a better defensive
position. The above men voluntarily recmained behind to cover the withdrawal.
By attrdeting the hostile fire to themsclves and by preventing the enemy troops
from rcorganizing and pressing the attack, they relicved the pressurc on their
own platoon and on Company &'s flank. Aftcr mointaining their hazardous posi-
tions for over an hour, they braved dircct small ams fire to rejoin their unit,

HAROLD J. 1MUSCHEK, 33591917, Privatc First Class, Company C, 1424 Infantry
Regimcnt, for gallantry in action on 9 February 1945 in France, Thile clecar-
ing a group of houscs in the Northwest scction of a strongly fortified town,
Private First Class lMuschek killed two cnemy bazooka men who were delaying his
platoon's advancc and, with his accurate fire, destroyed a second bazooka which
was aimed at his companions., Continuing forward, he killced two snilers and
skillfully supported his pletoon in seizing the remaining houses. After the
last housc in the areca had been taken, he spotted a hostile force advancing
toward his platoon, With the help of another autometic rifleman, he fired into
‘the midst of the cnemy, killing many and delaying their advance, After night-
fall, when the hostile attackers forced the platoon to withdraw to ncw positions,
Private First Class Muschek and his companion braved heavy enemy small orms fire
to remain behind and cover their unit's withdrawal, enabling their comrades to
cs’oablish a now defense, Imtercd the Service from Philadelphia, Pennsylva.ﬁia.

WILLIE E. CRABTREE, 3h88h956 Private First Class, Company E, l4lst Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 16 December 194/ in France. lihen Company
E's attack was delayed by stubborn enemy rcsistance, Private First Class Crab-
trece, an automatic rifleman, voluntarily workcd his way to the right flank of
the hostile strong point and opened fire with his weapon. Then, Spat.tmg an
‘abandoned machine gun, he crawled to the gun position and delivered xapld bursts
of machine gun firc into the sidst of the hostile force. ks a rusult of his
bold action, the enemy soldicrs were disorganized and the friendly tra'
able to push forward and scize their objective. His quick-thinlﬁm
cnabled the attacking unit to complcte its mission without sustaa.m.p; a
casualty. Bntered the Service from F'c Oglcthorpe, Georgia,




his automatic rifye had exponded his entipe supply of
He then returncd to his plotoen and, after securing more'ammunition,

cont i wed to harass the tank, greatly reducing its effectivencss and enaby
his comr ; of its field of fire, until it Was forced to with-
draw, Entered the Service from Vaughn, New Mexico,

1T, . HULD {/ARD OF OiK LELF CLUSTER. Under the Provisions of Arnw Regu-
lations 1600-4 5, an Oak Leaf Clustop in licu of a second Silvep 2r is posthu—
mously awardeq to the following nameq individunl fop gallantry in action.

ALLEN PHILLIPS, 35258124, stafs Sorgeant, Company E, 142d Infantry Regiment,
for gallantry in action on 1 Fobruary 1945 in France, The squad of which geop-
geant Phillips was leader was the forward cloment in his company!s attack upon
a town., While working his 5quad up through heavy enemy artillery fipre to a
bosition from which they coylq attack, he was hit by an enemy rifle bullet,
Although Severely wounded he remined to point oyt énemy positions to his com-
Pany commander, who Was thercby cnabled to direct mortar ang machine gun fipe,
Scrgeant Fhillips subscquently dieq of his wound, By his ¢ourageous devotion
to duty he materially aideq his company in dest.roy:ing enemyv resistance and
continuing its advance, Next of kin: ' ifrs, Nora Fhillips (Mother), Rr 4.

By command of Brigidier General STaCK:

) JOEN J, ALBRIGHT
" Colonel, General Starff Corps
: { Chicf of staff
OFFICIAL: Y ;
VINCENT M, LOCKRART
Major, Adjutant General's Department
Asst Adjutant General
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