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First Battalion,

In an umpressive military ceremony little over a week after V-E Day,
Generai Dahlquist attached the Distinguished Unit streamer to the guidon
of the First Battalion, 142nd Infantn, pinned the Distinguished Service
Cross on Ist Lt. Richard L. Odierne, C Company, and awarded 40 Slher Stars

and .79 Bronze Star Medals to members of Col. Georges E. Lynch's

You" Regiment

The president officially cited the |
First Battalion, 142nd Infantry, for |
heroism, gallantry and outstanding |
achievement in combat on 12 Decem-
ber 1944 at Selestat, France

~The First Battalion was thinly
spread on a broad front in defense of

the important communications center, |

Selestat. Just before dawn a heavy
artillery concentration preceded a

large scale enemy attack against the |

city.
During the bitter fighting which

ensued, hostile troops gained control |

of a factory area on the north flank,
seized a half-mile stretch of houses in
the northeast corner of the city and
succeeded in isolating small groups of
the battalion While the isolated units
fought valiantly to repel the attackers,
other units of the battalion coun-
terattacked

Only by blasting each house with
tank fire and assaulting the strong

woints with small arms, grenades and |
bavonets were the battalion troops |

able to dislodge the Germans. The
fight for Selestat raged furiously

throughout the morning but by mid- |

afternoon the hostile troops were
being forced out of the city.

Presulentlal Citation Awarded

T'wo Brothers Visit
Sgt. Erwin Barton,
Salerno Captive

Sgt. Erwin Barton, captured near
Salerno in September 1943, was liber-
ated recently when the Seventh Army
Captured the town of Freising, the site
of the PW hospital in which he was
a medical technician. Arnd while he
was there awailing evacuation, his

two brothers, also members of the 36th |

Division, visited him

Lt. Jerry Barton, medico with the
First Battalion of the 143rd Infantry,
had received a letter from their mother
saying that she thought Erwin was held

in Freising. The lieutenant immediately

went there. When he reached the

town, he discovered that it held not | ¢
| in the Ardennes forest and has also

one but many hospitals, so he stopped
several British soldiers on the street.
"Say, do you happen to know Sgt.
Erwin Barton?” he asked. “We sure

do,” replied one and led the lieutenant

(Con't On Page 3)
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142nd Infantry

“I'll Face

| At the battle’s end the First Batta-
 llon had killed more than 200 enemy
| soldiers, had captured 333 prisoners
and, including others known to be
| wounded, had inflicted a total of ap-

Five hundred Texas Division veterans—four hundred and ninety

| Germany for the United States on May
the new army separation and rehabilitation plan, a

- proximately 700 casulties on the attack-
' ing force estimated at 1,000 combat |
 effectives.

| <The courage, individual aggressive-
' ness and distinguished heroism dis-
. played by the officers and men of

| the First Battalion resulted in the re-
. pulsing of a strong enemy attack
which, if successful, would have sev-
ered the Strasbourg-Selestat highway
and opened the way for an attack

against the rear of the Seventh Army."

636th Seizes
Gen. Dietrich.

-

General Sepp Dietrich, commander
| of the Sixth Panzer Army and formerly
one of Hitler's more prominent military
crutches, was last week captured by

to the 36th Division.

The short, stout general was not
recognized by his captors, members of

Panzer Chief

tank destroyer personnel attached |

the 636th Tank Destrover Battalion,
who only knew that he was a general.

Volkswagen and stuck him with the
other eight thousand prisoners in the
PW cage, M/Sgt. Herbert Kraus,
| Cleveland, Ohio, knew him.

"He was a very pleasant little man,”
said Sgt. Kraus later. “He wasn’t any-
thing like an army commander. In fact
he remlnded ‘me more of a neighbor-
hood grocer.”

' General Dietrich revealed that he
had quit the Nazi Party seven vyears
ago in favor of a strictly military

one of the better-known German field
commanders. He battled the Americans |

campaigned against the Russians.
‘With the general was his wife. As

Sgt. Kraus later said, “She was a per-

fect companion for him—they both

When MP’s hauled him out of his |

career. Since that time he has become |

Homeward Bound
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| sporting the highest point totals, gather in the Division's Red Cross Club at
Kuifstein to drink a coffee toast to their going home.

143rd Infantry, liberated them
On May 2, Srygley and Rvden were

took 1t pleasently enough.”

143rd Infantrymen Meet Hitler’s Bodyguard

Adolph Hitler's bodyguard, Adolph Dirr, introduced himself to the Second
Battalion, 143rd Infantry, last week in Rottach.

The 40-vear-old pug approached Pfc.

Kurt Liepold, Second Battalion inter-

preter, and stated that he wished to inform the Americans that he had been

Hitler's

personal bodyguard for the past 12 years. Smartly garbed in civilian

clothes, he said he wished to make his presence known because his conscience
had been bothering him and because he realized that sooner or later he would
have been apprehended by the Allied Military Government.

Dirr gave all the information that he
could wvoluntarily and continued to
talk freely of his connections with
Hitler and other Naz officials in Ger-
many.

He told that he had been appointed
because of his reputation in Germany
as a professional boxer and athlete.
As Hitler's No.1 bodyguard, he had
risen to the rank of Ober-Sturm-Fueh-
rer, an extremely high rank in the
Elite Guard. Dirr reported that until
four months ago, Hitler's guard con-

sisted of eight picked men. Then Hitler
increased the number to 60 because he

‘had reason to fear another attempt |
{ on his life.

He last saw Hitler in Berlin on the
night of 26 April when he along with
14 others were ordered to take a plane
to Berchtesgaden and await Hitler's
arrival, scheduled for 28 April. Soon
after they arrived in Berchtesgaden,
they received a message saying that
Hitler would stay in Berlin.

Dirr's family lived in Rottbach, so

he decided to join them in hopes of
avolding apprehension by the Ameri-
cans who were expected to arrive
' soon. Leaving his home address at
Berchtesgaden, he went to Rottbach.

The bodyguard said that Hitler was
at all times the leading and most
powerful man in Germany and that
his orders were obeyed and respected
without question by any and all other
' high Nazi officials. He also stated that
{ Hitler had been seriously injured on
the hand and leg on July 20th of last
year as a result of the assassination

ficers. From that time on Hitler was
both physically and mentally broken

attempt by high-ranking German of-

SS Guards Give Two l4ls

Captives Vietory Presents

Ist Lt. Fletcher W. Srygley, Crossett, Ark., and Pfc. Bertel L. R»dw Chicago,

members of the 141st Regimental Special Military Police ‘force, were held as
prisoners by SS troops for five days and then released when I\-lm O'Brien,

detailed to mark a road route to Bad

Tolz for the regimental CP with a captured German sedan. As the lieutenant
drove, Ryden looked at the scenic hills and remarked, “Bunch of Jerries up

in the hills. There are three nghi over there.”
The lieutenant, noticing no further |

vehicle tracks in the road stopped the

asked if they were English. Both re-

tions.
When they encountered a larg
crater in the road, Lt. Srygley starte

enemy soldiers came out and set u

road.

After informing him that they we

He had previously trusted the general
staff
Dirr's opinion of Himmler was that
(Con't On Page 4)

weapons were taken away.

T

car. A Jerry ran out of the hills and

plied, “No.” Ryden then asked the
| 'way to Bad Tolz and was given direc

e

SN E
to turn the vehicle around. Then four

p

a machine gun near the roadside.
Another camouflaged machine gun
| was spotted on the other side of the

Before the car could be turned
around, a German carrying a pistol |
“ame over and asked who they were. |

O]

Ie |

op-Hu‘th \azi

The Nazis' leading airman, Col

: o | Gollob, first German to shoet down
- Americans, the 36th Division men were |
old to get out of the car. Their |

- 150 Allied planes, over Poland, France,
. England, the Channel, and the Crimea
from 1939 te 1942, and the recipient of

Seventy SS men accompanied Sryg- 'the Reich's highest award, peses fox
'‘ey and Ryden up a steep hill to a ski | the division photographer near his

(Con’t On Page 4)

ihcme in Kitzbuhel.
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The World

The world caught Hre and had to be
blosd. Biood (s all there

Caught Fire

put aut with 40,000,000 gallons of human
I8 to pul out o fire of tyranny that was kindled with

hate and tanned wilth controlled propaganda

Now the tre Is golng out because
the world cooperated as the villagos
of Burope cooperate o Hght a lire
& blg il 18 relled to the scene of the
firw for all able-bodied to bring water
whils o few well-.chosen ones with o
sinall pump do the puioping and direct
ing of the walter on the Hames

Lot us pause to reflect and say
thanks to those that bave so graciously
wiven thelr blood to bring the present
flames under control, Milllons of sol
diwrs and sallors have cooperated and
glven thelr all. Milllons in secvitude
and concentration camps have given
Men and women have n called
from their work, families hayve heen
awakened from their sleep, children
have Been yanked from thelr play to
answer the compelling command,
"Come, the tub must be kept full ®

A few have died uselessly. Those
handling the pump have at times
miswed the flames, but the big job, the
prime objoctive, the putting out of the

flames s holng accomplished

Ihe fre i growing dimmes now and
we can hope that i1 may soon be
entitely  extinguishoed; thereforo our
thoughts must soon torn from  fire
Hahting to that of preventing Hros

While still near the scene of the
Hames, promise to bo a warden against
tyranny and hate. Da your part locally
and glve your tepresentatives, both
national  and international, delinite
instiuctions to kick apart the sticks of
tyranny regardloss of where they may
be plles. Tell your ropresentatives to
scatter the chips of hate and walch
them destroy themselyes in thelr own
harmloss Hitle flames. Dony any per
son the exclusive use of one of your
propaganda fans, Thone lans can pros
duce terrible blasts when truth 1s not
important.

Don't let this world cateh Hre agaln,
it takes too much bloed to put It out

A Pictorial History For The 36th

A pictorial history of the Division s to be published. Coples will be mado
avallable for every man serving ov having served with the 36th Divisien,
Sl other coples will be made avallable to parents of men who have served

with the J6th

The history will contain photographs taken by members of the Division,
by war photographers and pletures captured from the enemy. It is Intended
that the volume will be prepared to last a Hotime

There is one way each T-Patchar can ald 1n making this collection truly

@ great record of our actions. Fach and everyone of
hidden away In your barracks bag has & snapshol o

ou elther at home or
Ymmn place in Italy,

Prance of Cermany (hat for seme reason of other you value That plcture
if valued by you, will undoubtedly be valued by othars,

Why not send these

Jletures to your Spacial Service Officer or directly to

the Public Relations ()ﬂlr-n where thoy will be reproduced and the original

roturnad ta you,

All pletures, used In the history, will ba fully accredited to you and to your

unit. We need |

he cooperation of every man in the division
already made history. We will record that history in plctures,

You have

sSW

It Was Just
A Year Ago

By Maj. Vineant M, Lockhari, Divislon Historlan

Aftar the winter's combat in the
anowy mountaing of Italy, the Division
moved Into a roxt and tralning aroa al
Maddalonl.  Passes to Pompell were
fraquent, shows ware brought in, and
all tald it was a pleasant Spring

To add 1o the entertalimant Mount
Vesuvius put on the biggest eruption
show In fifty years

After the Divislon's first blg decora:
tion coremony, when CGeneral Mark
Clark prosentod T/8gt.  Charles [
“Commando” Kelly of Pittsburgh, with
tha Division's first Medal ol Honor,
thir Divistan moved info the mountalin-
ous raglon between Avelling and Sa.
Jertin, gonarally refeired Lo by men of
the TPatch as the “Parine area”

Al e wame eoremony the Thmt’
Battalion, 1418t Talantry, recelved the
feat presidential eitation for the divi-
wlon, and fwo DSC's and 61 Silver
Ntars were awardad.

Tratning varled, but enrly In May

the Division Artillery was alerted to
ratutn to actlon. Last out of the lioe
In the winter, thay were (o b the fst
back Into actlon in tha Spring offen
nlve

On 2 May 1944 thoy recelvad orders
1o move to the Qualiano area and on
4 May had wel up an advance CP
there. The 4th to the 7th of May weie
ppent calibrating thelr guns and on
the 11th the Command Post was moved
to Caltoll while an advance CP was
establishod  with the 84th  Division

Arlillery al Minturne, Dummy guns
ware sel up In tha Quallane area, and
al 2900 hours on the 11th of May com:
plete surprise was achloved with the
opening of the Fifth Army's oftensive
which was to culminate In the hills
avarlooking Plsa,

Thelr fab deno by the 17th of May,
when the famous Gustay Line had bheon
breached, the artillery pulled back to
tuallano and embarked at Porzuoll
for the Anglo beachhead on the 10th

Chaplertre v Colierrere

Chlldron e dmitalors. Bt ehibldren apparently fall to aut-grow theie powoers

of Imitation. Adults are Imiiators, oo,

Virtuas can be, and are, lmllated ove
a satlor who ended his day by knweling
shoos from Ms seoffing  buddies,
knauling anud fower shoos (hrown,
Finally thise who wete too cawardly

noas are viees Duorlng World War 1,
n prayer became the targel of many

The following nighl saw more sallois

to pray at fisst hocame the praying

majority through the examplo of him who had the courage of ks convictions

when he antered the Navy.

As B Paul's Chelstian conrage (n the Roman jafl Influenced the fmitation
of lis brathenn, so ean aur fortitade fn faee of trinls and tomptations, suffarings

wnd sorrows help our astociales 1o become strong in the

ol

Inquiring |
Photographer

By §/8ge. Max Shaffer
¥ ‘[
THI QUESTION: "How do you leel |
about going homao "

JOHN J. WUEBDE, Savannah,
Georgla, 110 polnis,
Able Battery, 165th
FA lin "You're
lamn right It was
nosurprise. I ogot
narvous wondering

I'vi

when, where, and

how | was leaving

I couldn't sven

sleop that night

. Now I'm mighty

happy—no one here could be any
happlor*

Cpl.  HARRY 1,

THRAILKILL,
Longview, Texas,
121 polnts, Div, HQ
Company ... “I'm
sure glad to go
home, When thoy
ald me I wont down
to chock up, came
back and wald
goodhy to the &
boys. I feel terrfically good.”

"
Taxan,

SCOTT C,
100 polnts,

PRUITT, Strawn,

Baker Company,
111th Medies , ..,
“I'm theilled to
doath, 1 thought
M thoy were kidding,
» but now I'm really

tickled. We wers
golng In convoy,
and thay stopped |

the convoy, tald me |

to (ot out and taka
my equipmant |
because | was, going home, | couldn't |
helioyve them at Hest. But now-—This Is
really 16"

Ple. BUGHNE BLOOMPIELD, Poris
mouth, Ohlo, 119 polnts, Paker Coms-
pany, 1418t Infantry -

U didn't belleve
them. Then 1 wort
ol colebrated with
the boys a little bit,
talkod aver all the
old times | folt
mighty happy. They
teally did this fast,
and It Tooks really
aood.

St WILLIAM  J. MACDONALD,
Clavaland,

Ohlo, 110 polats, Mike
Company, 141st In-
fantry “It's a
protty good feeling
In laet, it's unbe
lavable, It's somo-
thing that almost
can't be bolleved,
that I'm going
home. And | espe-
J clolly wasn't sure
| that It could coma
down but I'm convinced
now."

that fast,

8 /8¢t VERNON M. MASON, Bridge-
port, Texas, 114 polnts, H and 8§ Com-
pany, Li1th Hoglops
eors. .,  “"Well, 1
immediatoly started
packing when thoy
twld me, .. | was
oxcited, kind of, It
ook me eight hours
to pack my: pers
sonal stufl, I fell!
Iko a little kid
about to go o a
fale, only more w0, It
wonderful.*

wan really

T/85gt. SAMUEL STOCKMAN, Pine
Hill, Alabama, 111 polnts, Service
Company, 780id  Tank Battalion . .,

"It dowsn’t  svem
wal to be golng
home. T couldnt

bollove it whon
thoy tald me, and
I atill am only half
convineed They
¢ame In al ninelosn
hundred and  sald:
You're golng homae,
That's a He, I sald
bt they got the wheels to rolling

Whan temptations come o e, may wo put on the whole armar of God 1

and here | am. I fwel good, but good.”

[THE LIAISON SECTION:

Orientation Ane

| Information For

Subordinate And Attached Units

I was not until Decembor, 1044, tha

It had been griginglly, merely the Che

Wth went back into the Hne for the
function of Chomleal and Lialson, whic

{ the Lialson Section, as such, began
mical Warfare Section, but when the
winter campaign, It served the dual
h It has ever since.

M/Sgt. Alfred Lorke, Hallettsville,
overnight changes to several lHalson «
tactical sltuation,

Tex,, Chlel of Sectlion, points out
piflcers to keep them abreast of the

Capl. Eduard Leforl, Prench Lialson
Merrlll, Pokomoke City, Md., Divisic

The Lialson Officer is Ly Col, €, J,
Marrill, Pokomoke City, Md, who
jolned the Divislon In February, 1044
“We are more of less an appendix lor ’

G-1," the colonel says, “We orlent
tegimental and attached unit Halson
olfleers, and serve generally as an
inlormation bureau. ™ |

The Lialsen Section in  Division |
IHeadquarters forward today has
changed conslderably from the orlginal |
soction. At Velletrl the section set up |
in a big hole, Today it set

comlortable room in a &

in Austria or In an as equally comfort
able home in the heart of Germany |
In the meanwhile, it has operated from |
apple storage bins, bathrooms and |
castlo hallways,

During the race for Rome and the
chase north from the Riviera beaches,
the section was carried literally in the
hands af Colonel Merrill and one non
com. In those days the soction was
one map and sometimes a fleld desk
Since then, It has expanded to include
a traller full of equipment—"all of it
necossary,” says M/Sqt. Alfred Lorke,
Hallattsaville, Tex, “I sometimes won
dor how we ever got around {n the
old days,”

Busldes handling the various Halson
officers, linding them places 1o sleep,
distributing the letters and orders to
them, the section has charge of all
chomical warlare operations within
the Divislon. It runs the CWS school
when the Divislon is in rest and keeps
the CWS supply. In addition to this,
the CWS section arranges for attached

0000 Attended
Bains-les-Bains

Now that the Division's rest camp,
Bains-les-Balng, has heon  officially
closed, most of the purchasod equip-
maont has been turned over to the 28th
Division,

A total of 553) enlisted men and
401 officers found relaxation at Balns-
lewBaine from 7 December 1044 to

| before making a trip to his headquarters,

Officer, checks with L. Col, C. 1.
. Chemical officer, and Sgt. Lorke,
chemical units—~42 mortars, smoke

genarators, and manages them while
attached
In addjtion to Coelonel

Merrill and

| Sgt Lorke, soction personnel include

Capt. Sumner Wilson, New Rochelle

| N.Y.; Sqt Samuel Webb, Albany, Tex.;

Sqt Floyd Kimball, Wichita Falls
and Cpl. Marion Dick, Ohio.

il

FROM THE
OTHER PATCHES

ARCELERRYRTRRNNNE D |

TRAILBLAZER, 70th Infantry Division:
"A liberated Limey taken at Dun
Kerque in 1940 was enjoying a bite
of chow at the headquarters mess

Tex

one morning when Sgt. Hugh A
Smith, 1. and E, came by with the
mimeographed nine o'clock news

The Englishman picked up the single
sheet, stared at it and ejaculated
Wonderfull For four years I've
beon dreamin’ of a pyper with me
breakfast—and ‘ere she is.'*
BLOOD AND FIRE, 63th Infantry Divi-
slon:  “Ahble Battery, 862nd Field
Arntillery's motor sergeant, Melvin
Dixon, picked up various parts from
 bicycle, plecad them together and
now rides around on a velocipede.”
GRAPEVINE, 20th Infantry Division:
"One of the greatest boners since
Herr Hitler invaded the Soviet Union
was pulled by the Grapeving recent
ly when with love in its heart, it
wrole a Page One story about the
778th Tank Battalion and called it
tha 778th Tank Destroyer Battalion
The editorial stalf of the Grapevine
has been put on a bread and water
diet and will continue the starvation
until all is forglven by the 778th
FRONT LINE, Third Infantry Division:
“The following note was found in
tho Enemy Capabilities section of the
dafly G-2 report the day apposition
In Numberg collapsed: ‘Enemy's
only capability in the Third Division

18 April 1945

zono (8 to languish in the PW cage.”
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A Tale Of Two Wars Unfolds French Captain|
Im A Tale Of Two Simpsons Leaves Division|

Paul Eduard Lefort is leaving ‘
. With the end of the war, his
has been completed, and he is
2 other work. And with the
of the French captain, the
josing one of its mos!

B®y Pic. Howard Jones
throughb

Capt

its socond European war

3y men

spL. Lefort, a native of Lille, France,
‘1 as seen six years of war. He holds
Jix de Guerre with three palms
ar, and the French equi
ple Heart

at Dunkirk, where
g his 421st In-
in which h\ was @
trapped

Company

ATl officer of

Aide, Interpreter
Reveal Additional
Data On Goering

Simpson fhen wen T

! unth THATY

[ADOLPH'S GIRL FRIEND:

Propagandd Spurned For Art-
ClaimsGermany’s No.l Film Star

By Pfc. Joe Ershun

Last week in the lovely Tyrolean
ski country of the Austrian Alps, I foun
and better known throughout the
she

peak.

film star

iriend
|taker's shack at the fool of a mountain
Led to her hideout, I was all ke yed |
|up to see the German version of Betty
Grable, but disappointment was
greater than that of any GI after his
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Klingner and Ulatowski were told
that Murnau was not the horror camp
that others w Thanks to the strict
military police of the German colona!
in command. they had been fed ade-
quately, bread and potatoes and soup
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{Red Croos parcels
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Col. Albright Takes
\(,ommand Of 143rd

| Col. John J. Albright. former Chief
| of Staff, has replaced Col. Charles J.
‘Denbo\m as Commanding Officer of
the 143rd Infantry Regiment. Replacing
lCol Albright as Chief of Ctafl, s Col.
| Officer, Division Artillery.
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Jesse B. Matlack. former Executive
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Kitzbuhel's Swankv Grand Hote] Return Engagement
Proved Hideout For Nazi Agent
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Briefs for Observation Mission
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