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HEADQUARTERS, 443RD AAA AW BN (SP)
APO 4464 U.S., ARMY

10 February, 1944
/fvv

SUBJECT s Transmittal of Historical Report,

TO s Commanding General, 36th Infantry Division, APO #36.

Transmitted herewith Historical Report of 443rd AAA AW Bn (SP), for the
month of January, 1944, with supporting documents. '

Fonii

WERNER L, LARSON,
Lieut, Col., CAC,
Commanding

M

Enclss
Organizational Information (sept)
Narrative (sept)
Consolidated Journal (sept)
Conclusion (sept)
Consolidated Action Report (sept)
Awards & Citations (sept)
Replacement Roster (sept)
Consolideted Casualty Roster (sept)
Officers' Assignment Roster (sept)
Field Orders, Overlays, etce
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SECREI
- mADQUARTERS, 443RD Anh AW BN (SP)

VARRATIVE - OPSRATIONS IN ITalY
(

Januvary, 1944

On January 1, 1644, the 44 34 ﬂﬁﬁ.ﬂﬁ'Bn_(SP), T+, Col, WBRULR I, LaROON
commanding, assicned to 71st ALL Brigade and sttached to 36Th Infantry Div-

ision, had 1Ts headquarters and Ratteries "B", "C" and "p" in bivouac with
the division west of Alife. Battery "AT was located near Venafro, with 1ts . i

Second Platoon protecting the positions of the 132nd F.t. Bn. ONC and a half
m3iles southwest of venafro. In the alife bivouac, The Second Platoon of

+he Second and Fourth Platoons of Battery ng"  and the First
"p" were disposed in perimeter defense of the area.

occupied in cleaning and overhauling
fficult operations 1n the muddy,

d vehicles after

equipment an
Highway

mountainous terraln a]long
rs 36th Infantry Division,

On January 1,
This order contained

dated 30 December, 19435, ©
formel commendatlons "for exceptionally meritorious conduct" for Cpl. Edgar

G Polking, 27423455, Of Breda, lowa, Tec 5 Reginald Matheson, 31071287,'of
NDorchester, Mass., Pfc. william Peterczak, 29183991, of Trenton, Ne du, and

Lobarsoss
Pvt. Joseph Jennings, 26379403, of Fairmont, West Virginia, all members oOf
pattery "B". The commendations were sccasioned by the courageous actions

smber, 1945, when they ~ttended wounded comrades

of the four men On 27 WNov
. »e, and removed +hem to safety.

under enemy shel
r, Headguarters North African Theater of Opera-

"pettle Participation Awerds", dated 23 December,
SE) was suthorized battle stars for the Noroccen,

On January 2, by lette
tions, Usd. Army, subject:
1043, the 443d Axh AT Bn (
Tunisian, and gicilian campalgns .

d A
and on 3 January enemy 81r ( .
headquarters ares, soriously wounding Tec 5 Bdwerd . n
Vincent Il. GOMOSXY,

~f Perth Amboy, N Je,

7021658, of Girardville,
. nt of the units of ihe division artillery back TO
At 0900A both platoons of Battery "D' moved in convoy

the front begals
F.he Pn, to firing positlons just north of Ceppagna, On the
44 defense of the arees

_-_—-__”
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At 21004 the command post and Second Platoon of Battery "B" moved in convey
with the 155th F.A. Bn. to positions 1n the outskirts »f San Pietro, On
January 8, Battery neM" was alerted for movement, and on the 9th the C.F.
and Second and Fourth Platoons moved in convoy with the 131st F.A. Bn. to
positions Jjust cast of Ceppagna. The following day the second Platoon of
Battery "A" moved with the 132nd F.A, Bn. to the same Arcte On Juanuary

11 the C.P. and First Platoon of Battery ".L" relieved the Second Platoon
in defense of the 1322nd F.A., Bn's area, and the Second Platoon moved with '
the battery headquarters to the bivouac area west of Alife. Here the pla-
toon was assigned a sector of the bivouac perimeter to dzfcnd, The same
day the Second Platoon of Battery "D" returned from 1Ts forward positions
and took over u sector of the perimeter. AT 1700 en this date, the C.F.
and Second and Fourth Platoons of Battery "C" moved ferward with the 131

F.,A. Bn. to positions one, mile south of San Vittore, on the west side of
the mountain mass which herc divided the Corps sector.

On Januery 12 st 15004 a conference of unit commanders of the 36th

~ Infantry Division was held at the C.P., and plans for the return of the
division to action wers= announced, the first objective being the capture
of ¥t, Trocchio, &s & preliminary to an attack across the Rapido River.

The following day, January 13, the First Flitocn of Battery "A" moved
2t dusk with the 132nd F.A. Bne. tc positlons one and a half miles south of
a.n Vittore, The positions taken were ander enemy observation and received
. 1most contlnuous counter-battery shelling. At the same time, the First
platcon of Battery np" was moving with the 133rd F.A. Bn., to new positions
on the south slops of Mt. Lungo, on the west aide of Highway 6. On January
14, the Third Platoon of Battery "C" moved up duriaz th= morning to posit-
ions in defense of tThe 36+h Division command post one and & quarter miles

north of Mignano.

Bccause the restricted terrain nade it impossible for the battalion
ove sufficiently far forward, the practice of maintaining

an advance command post was revived cn January 19; when Lt. Col. LARSON
with the operations and intelligence scctions of the headquarters moved to

the division commuand posts

Also on ths 15th, tne wattalion received its pirst raplacements for
turned to the United States under the rotation rolicy. Upon
order of the Commanding General, 71st Anan Bricude, Caph. IRVING F., FRIEDMAN
«nd eight non=-commissioned officers including a firs® sergeans, & technical
scrgeant, oorranicaitions, and siX staff sergeants Were assigned to the unite

111 had comc directly from the United StataSe

personnel re
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Narrative - Operations in Italy (Cont'd)

Up to this time, enemy air activity during the month had been almost
at 8 standstill, despite a number of days of clear weather, On the morn=-
ing of the 15th, however, the First Platoon of Battery "A", lst Lt. WELLS
LEWIS commanding, engaged a flight of twelve (12) Focke-Wulf 190's passing
at long range, and probably destroyed one. The following day at 1020A two
attacks were engaged, One by the First Platoon of Battery "A'', and one by
the Second Platoon, Battery "C", lst Lt. ROBERT 4. KENDALL commandinga
The former, a dive-bombing attack, was made by one Messerschmitcht 1CS and
one Spitfire bearing German markings. The Spitiire was orobably destroyeda
The latter engagement was with & flight of twenty FW-190's and four ME~109's.
One FW-190 was destroyed by our fire,

On the same day lst Lt. GOULD g. PITCHER, Jr., 0-529440, of Hasbrouck
Heights, N. Je, platoon commander of the First Platoon. Battery "D", receilv-
ed light shell-fragment wounds in the face while reconnoitering for new gun
position, and was hospitalized. 1st Lt., WILLIAM F, HEISLER, his assistant,
assumed command, and the platoon moved later in the day with the 133rd F,A,

Bn. to new positions two miles southwest of San Vittore.,

On January 17 Battery "B"'s command post moved west to the vicinity of
gan Vittore, The First Platoon of Battery "B'" moved at 1800A with the 155th
F,A, Bn. to positions southwest of Mte Trocchio, while the Second Platoon
moved up from the Alife bivouac aresa to protect the division's air QP By
ing field one and & half miles south of Venafro. The C.F. of Battery "D"
had moved during the morning tO +he south slope of Mt. Lungo. AlsO on the
17th, Cple. William S. Harvey, 12087574, of New York, N.Y., and Tec 5 Leonard

Jar Bilwoas 263554522, of Chicago, Ill., both of the First Platoon, Battery
Tp", were lightly wounded by the explosion of a cerman "shoe-mine". Both

were hospitalized.

During the morning of the 17th, Maj. LAZUR and Lt. MASTER had recon=
noitered and secured an area for the battalion headquarters on Highway 6
three and a half miles south of Mignano., Clearance Was sccured for movement,
and the following morning, January 18, at 0700A, Headquar ters Battery, the
Headquarters and gecond Platoon of Battery "p" moved in convoy from Alife
to the new positlion, arriving at 0950A. Lt 0630A on the same morning. the
Headquarters and Second platoon of Battery "A" had moved from Alife to a
vivouac two and a half miles south of Mignano on Highway 6.

On January 18, instructlions werec received from 71lst Brigade to the
effect that Battery A" would participate 1n the projected crossing of the

Rapido Rivere
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Narrative - Operations in Italy (Cont'd) :
Together with two batteries of tThe 532nd AAA AW Bn., one battery of the | §
A34th AAA AW Bn., and one battery of the 2nd Bn,, 505th AA Regiment.
Battery "A" was assigned to cross the river when the heavy bridges should

be completed, and take positions To protect the road net in the bridges
head to be established on the west bank. Lt. Col. COYNE, commanding the
532nd Bn., was placed in charge of all the AA units involved in the opera-
tion, and lst Lt. PRICE of this battalion was sent to hils command post as
lisison officer from this battalion. In order To prevent any missters 1n
Battery "A"'s performance of this dangerous mission, Lt, Col. LAPSUN acted
as unofficial liaison officer between the 56Th Infantry Division and The
¢.0. of the 8th AAA Group, who had the overall responsibility for the under- ,
taking. A meeting of AA unit commanders involved was held at 1530A on the . ;
18th at brigade headquarters. At 1800A Lt. Col. JT..RSON attended a meeting ‘
ot division headquarters at which combat unit commanders discussed theilr

plans for the crossinge

— ————— e — pESEE—— =

It was contemplated that both platoons of Battery "A" would take part
in the crossing. On the 18th, however, the First Platoon, lst Lt. LEWIS |

commanding, suffered four casualties from shell.fire, Cple Gennaro F.
Lauria, 32272299, of New York, N.Y., Tec o lom Hand, 34195043, of Jonesboro,
Ga., and Pvt. Ralph Buono, 51152620y 0L Rast Bo-ton, Mass., were killed and
prt. Michael Whitney, 51091408, of Brighton, Mass.. was seriously wounded,
This occurrence, together with the long period the platoon.had.gone'without q
relief, made it advisable to use another unit in the croecsing. The Second |
platoon, Battery "D", lst Lt. CHARLES B, NORTON commanding. was accordingly
attached to Battery "A" for thls purpose, and moved to join Battery A" in
bivouac two and one half miles southeast of Mignano, accompanied by the
headquarters echelon of Battery "p" .  The same afternoon, the C.P, and Sec-
ond and Fourth Platoons of Battery "C" moved with the 131st F,A, Bn. to new

positions facing the Rapido River southwest of Mt. TrocchloOe

On January 19 Field Order No. 42, Headquarters 36th Infantry Division,
dated 18 January, embodying the plan for projected crossing, and setting |
+the hour of attack at 2000A January 20, was recelved. _

On the same day, letter, Headquarters NATOUSA. subject: "3attie Par-
ticipation.ﬂwards“, dated 10 January, 1944, was receired. Tkis lette:
amended paragraph 5 of letter on the same subject cated 23 December, tO
authorize a battle star to the 4434 AAA AW Bn (SP) for the “taliam campalgha

__——--#
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Narrative - Operations in Italy (Cont'd)

During the morning of January 19, the headquarters echelon of Battery
"o" had moved by infiltration from Alife to bivouac with the Battalion
headquarters. At 17304 the First Platoon, Battery "A", moved westward with
the 132nd F.4. Bne. to positions south of Mte Trocchioe

Also on January 19, lst LT. OSCAR M., PRICH, Jr., was rclicved from
agsignment as Intelllgence Officer and designated llotor Transportation
' Officer e

On January 20, the battalion received eight (8) enlisted men from the
ond Replacement Depot, Naples, &as rcplacements. (See Annexes.)

The evening of the 20th, the attaock across the Rapido began as schedul -
ede 1lst Lt. PRICh was sent to the C.P, of the 539nd AAA AW Bn, to act &as
1iaison officer and to provide LU, Col., LARSON and Capte ImAD, of Battery
"pM . with information &s TO Progress in the operations and the time for
Rattery "A" to move across the river. At 07304 the following morning, LtTe
PRICE was released by Col. COYNE because of the changing situation, The
attack had met fierce and unyielding resistence, and the prospects for con=-
struction of the heavy bridges grew <lender., At 18D0A on the 21st, how=
ever, the attack was ordered resumed, and LT. PRICE returncd to his liaison
duties, Battery "A", less tThe 2irst Platoon, plus the Second Platoon,
Battery "D", moved in the afternoon To an assembly arca southeast of NMte

Porchia .

In the early morning of January 22, the enemy laid down 2 hecavy con-
centration of artillery on and oround the command post area of the 36 th
Infantry Division. Pfec. James L. Adams, 6983831, of Joncsville, Va., Third
platoon, Battery "C", was soriously wounded by shell fragments and hospi-

talized.

During the next two days, it became apparcnt that the river crossing
as planned would not be successful, and on 29 January the provisional Battery
nAN was relieved from attachment to the 532nd Aihs Bn, On 24 January, the |
First Platoon, Batbtery no"  moved up with the e dministrative echelon of 36Th
Infantry Division from Alife to Vairano Patenora and took positions in 1tTs

defense <

The following day the gcond Dlatoon of Battery " pelieved the First
Platoon in defense of the 13%2nd F... Bn. The Pirst Platoon returned to the
battery headquarters hivouac for delousing and overhaul of equipmcnte




Narrative - Operations in Italy !Cont'd)

issued.Fielé Order No. 43, Headquarters 36th Infan=-
defense of the sector east of tThe Rapido between
th Infentry Division, and preparation for

On January 295 Was
try Division, ordering
the X Corps (British) and the 94
resumption of attacke

£ officers were made on January 26. First

Lt. THEODORE A. FRINCKE Was relieved from duty as executive of ficer of
Battery "A" and designated Battalion Intelligence Officer. First Lt. HAROLD

J. SHINE was relieved from assigmment to Battery "g" and assigned to Battery
nAt 55 executive officer: CapT. TRVING F, FRIEDMAN, theretofore attached to

Headquarters Battery, was essigned to command of Batvery ng", On the same
day, the Second Slatoon of Battery "D" relieved the First Platoon 1in defense

of the 133rd F.A, Bn. and the First Platoon returned to the battery head=
quarters bivouac for delousing and overhaul of equipment,

On Januery 27 the Second rlatoon of Battery "A" moved in convoy with
the 132nd F.h. O new positions one-half mile south of Cervaro, and again
on January 80 to an area two miles northwest of Cervaros

Enemy eir activivy throughout the whole of the month was negligibles

44, Headquarters 36th Infantry Division,

On January 50 Field Order NO .
the date and hour of which was not

laid down plans for 2a new attack,

announced.,
For the Commanding officer:
PEYTON W, WILLIAMS, dre,
/ f/ _ captain, C.A.C.,
OFFICIAL: ' Ad jutant

. =

70 K |

E o L s

e T WILLIAMS, dtes 7
V

Captain, C.A.C., f
Adjutant
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HEADQUARTERS, 443RD AAA AW BN (SF)
APO #464 U.S. ARMY

CONCLUSIONS - OPERATIONS IN TTALY

— Ty T

The advantages of attaching an AlA (SP) battalion to division for unit
defense instead of being used in area defense by Corps are as follows s
1. AAA Advisor & Coordinator . The Division Commander needs an AAA Advisor
—=d Coordinator of all AAA defense of his units and installations; which
can be accomplished only by having an AAA (SP) battalion attached to the
division. An AAA (SP) battalion has the mobility and multiple=-gun fire
power nocessary for front line operation in any Type of terrain and fast-
moving situation against low=diving planes.e '

2. Adequate AAA Protection.

_______—-.__——-——u—-ﬂ-——-'——_

ae Normally opne AAA (SP) battalion 1s sufficient to protect a division
on the following basis:

(1) Platoon for FA Bn. = (4) Platoons (lst priority)
(1) " " Div. Resa - (1) 0 (2nd Y )
(1) " " Engr & QM = (1) 1 (3rd " )
(1) i * Div. CP = (1) " (4th " )
(1) J " Div. Air OP ete. = (1) v fresk B Y

18) Platoouns (4) Btriesw=(1l) Bn
be Where AAA platoons and batterics are used 1n area defense instead of
unit defense of a division, there is no liaison except through chan=-
nels for last-minute=decision moves Or reconnaissances which frequen=
tly arise. This was the unfortunate experience of one AAA (SP) unit,
However, where & platoon 18 attached to a division unit or installa-=
tion, the platoon.cdmmanderﬁkeeps in.constant-contaot"withthe unit
commander, He and hia.platoonumBSS'With the unit and he maintains
his CP nearby and goes on reconnaigsances with the unit commander's
partys AS & result, the AAA Platoon Commander rnows all the plans
ond moves of the unit commander .
ce The organic or attached units in a division which do not need AAA
protectlion are:
(1) Infantry in combats
(2) Tanks.
(3) Tank Destroyer.

2. Latest Information. An AAL (SP) Bn attached to a division constantly
oo TS The latest detailed informtion as a resul® of close contact maln-
tained with the division staff, whereas an AAA (SP) Bn not attached gets
the information through shannels from 6 to 24 hours later. In addition,
the division staff 1s very reluctant, for securlity TeasOlis, to give tThe

latost detailed plans To units not attached.

L
l, |
1

|




Messing of AAA platoons*wiﬁh
icles in forwerd

thus relieving the congestion of roads.
vot and CP vehicles,

needed in forward ared

Under the 1atest~T/b & B an Ab

. (SP) unit is nov autho-
As & result the battalion is depen-

n, to lay the wire and permit hook-
eady overloaded and can=

£ a battalion. In area

communicatlions

rized any wire for
sych as & divisio

dent on SOME unit,
up to 1tS switchboard.
not be used for a1l administrati
defense, wire 18 very essent)
as for administrative purposes e

ihL platoon has always haa permission to MESS
) This has agsured the men

6l M S
' jitz O snstallation it is protscTinge
~ave to cook their oWn meals,
s kits will not be pro=
- 0ll of which over &
hea and pPOS=

ually be improperly c ooked, MES
perly sterilized, S 11 not be the best,
period of time might result 1n indigestion, infection, diarr

sibly serious sickness .

rcation.

7. hLdministration, Supply & Rec
-ffectively and efficiently'handled through 2
] iminates divided

2 . ﬂdministration is more
ALk channels , becad

division than through
sauthority and dqunlication of effort. ,

b, Divasien ig in & better position.to obtain supplies for an s-tached
gynit than has been possible +throurh othepr SGUrGESS - plic
have been ohtained throurh division than directly oOr otherwise, be-

11 tekon care of on an

cause the attached and organic units are 2

squal fHo0Ting. '
' sovs all the reoreational an

o. In e division ‘@R o
Jervice advantacges of the organic units .

d Special

ﬂnn.(uk) Battalion‘sFunotions. :
ommanders exercise )l the tactical func-

The battalion and battery C

9 e




The 36th
Division

tions OT operational oontrol'when.attached to a division that would |
be exercised if the battalion Were in area defense under Corps con<
trol. Close supervision 1S alwayS*mointained by battalion Or bat-

tant radio and field contacts from their for-

ward CP's.
b. . The division OT its organic unlts do not exercilse any'taotical com
~ver the All units oxcept to direct the priorities of i Pro= ’
e attached

AAA platoons ar
es and for reasQns of kee=

its only for messing PUrpos
ments of unit com=

+o division unil
ping 1n close touch W

French Moroccan, Tunisian, Sicilian and
+plian Campalgn has given .uib . + of the division

' % first priority to |
y*times*whon the bat- |

d. When this
the 132 FiL was 1ogeated in the British sector, the 133 FA in

the VI Corps sector, and the 131 FA and 155 Fa along'Hiwoy'#ﬁ in EE
Corps sector with vory'fGW'othorﬁﬂA units in the vicinity. However

when the Division i battalions WEre prought together th
mally need for only one ahi platoon per A Battalion. In Tunisia

snd Shelly 4G Wab the practilce of thils pettalion to assign only half
~f a battery Tto 8 A battalion and the other half to other units or

installations of the divisione .. as o result of reorganlzé=
tion under 1 £ the battalion, nearly half

ew T/b snd re-equipping o
ks had to be turned 1in for M-15 maohine-gun.tracks to
ting weapons TO COVEX the M-19
a basic weapOnle |
s, Because O , an overlay ma
hetween guns appear too sclose when thils 15
' 4+ is not always possible,

Also 1

ags of olive LEFEES or terraced mountain s1opes s
24 .y, the open Spaces for all-around fire, pecau e FA guns
would not alweys D€ adequately protected. This was the cC&5@€ in the
Venafro arecé and also above sSén Pietro. £#8 & result the hik gUNS

werés sited in among the terraced 0l1ve
meny Trees cut down and tyrimmed 28 W25

sun track, in order TO obtaln an &

kes horizontal distance
-t actually true in

wecause of 1large
to locate the

VOV , with &as

_—'—_#_'
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Unit Time

Bn Hq

1115

am o Co> =

APO /464

JOURNAL - OFERATIONS IN ITALY

SECRET
HEADQUARTERS, 4433D AAA AW BN (SP)

~ U.S. ARMY

. Ihe 36th
DlVlS ion

Attached
Protecting

(January 1944 )

Looation

1 JANUARY 1944

36th Inf. 13 mi. W. Alife
Div., (H-252038)
36th Inf., 13 mi. V. Alife
Div,
132 FA 1 mi.Si Venafro
(H .025184)
152 FA 2 mi.Si Venafro
(H-026182)
443d Bn 4 mi. W, Alife
(H~216042)
443d Bn 4 mis e Allf'e
(H-216042)
445d Bn 1l mi. N7 Alife
(H~263042)
443d Bn 1 mi, Ni Alife
| (H- 265042)
4435d Bn 2 miewa ALLTS
(H--247037)
445d Bn 2 Mg e A IERE
(H-247037)

2 JANUARY 1944

36th Infe 1% mis i/ Alife
Div., (H-252038)
&t

Bivouvaced.,

Remarks

36th Div, Training Directive issued.

Cleaning & overhauling equipment
& vehicless

G0 #39, Hq, 36th Inf. Div., dated

30 Dec, ‘43, "Commendation for
Exceptionally Meritorious conduct"
rec'a for Cpls Edgar C. Polking,
T R: 11Jrﬂ.th@“OI’llp PfCt W q_?mzak‘
& va . J. Jennings, Btry. "B', for
meritorious concuct on 27 Nov. '43.
Personal ltrs, cf commendation fre
Mais Cen. WwALKER, 36th Inf. Dives

A«]l in reservee.

Protecting 132 FA positions

Cleaning & overhauling equipment &

vehicles.

Perimeter defense 36th Infe Dive

bivouac s

Cleaning & overhauling equipment &

vehiclese

Perimeter defense 36th Infs Div.

bivouac ,

Cleaning & overhauling equipment &

vehicles.

Perimeter defense 36th Inf. Div,

biv ouac

Ltr., Hq. NATOUSA, dated 23 Dec. '43

subject: "Battle Participation
Awards", authorizes 443d AAA Bn Sr.
battle honors for Moroccan, Tuni=
sian & Sicilian campalgns.
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| | 5 JANUARY 1944
p~8q m==e= 132 FA 1 mi, SW Venafro 1/5 E.F, Johnston, SWA-Hosp. & Pvt,
- (H-025184) V.IT, Gomosky, LwA-Hospe. fr. per=

sonnel bombs dropped by enemy a/c, |

4 JANUARY 1944
Bn B ~=== 36th Inf. 13 mi. iis Alife  Capt. JOHN LAZUR promoted to Ma jor

Div. ; (H-252038) per Ltx. NATOUSA, dated 21 Dec.'43. |
1330 36th Infy 15 mis . Alife Msg., 8th AAA Gp - "Btries A & D, 1
Div, (H=-252038) 632d [\AA Bn upon completion river -

crosging problem with 36th Div,
will return o assigned area (N-103
99C; & awzit further instructions.
CC. RUTs wil! be informed that
these btries will participate - |
river crossing operation, 3 -
B-Btry 1000 445d Bn 4 mi, We Alife st Plt., rel’d 2ncd Plt. perimeter
A" (H-216042) defense 36th Div. bivouac areaj

6 JANUARY 1944

A ———— el e SR e e

Bn HQ ==== J6th Inf, 1;%- mi s e Alile S-3, Hq. II Corps ~ "Task Force B
Div{ constituted at 061200A for opera=-
tions on rt. flank of II Corpsas G0,
SSF is CO., TFB consisting lst SSF,
153d Inf |less lst Bn), Grpment
"S" F4 (includes 132 FA & A-443d
AhZ Tn) direct support.”

7 J.NURY 1944

hl-_mr s

Bn HQ ===-= J36th Inf. 13 mi, v .life GO 2. Hq 36th Inf. Div. dated 6 Jan.

Div. (d-2520:8) 44, awards Purple Heart to (16)
Eli & Oak Cluster to Pfc., Linscotte
B-Btry 2100 443d Bn 4 mi, W, Alife 2nd Plt. rel?d 1st Flt. perimeter de-
(H=216042 ) fense Div. bivouac area,

B-CP moved & bivouaced 5 mi, NW Cep=
pagna (H-014182),
lst Plt. protected 1866 FA convoy &
new position 500 yds S. San rietro,
: (G-970157). Arrived 2300,
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D=Btry 0900

Bn Hg 1950

C=Btry 1900

C-Btry 12095

Bn Hg 1900
A=-2 1330
A~CP 0800
A=1
A-Hq 0900
A=2 0900
C=0P  27Q0
C=4
C=2

Attached
rrotecting Location Remarks
7 JANUARY 1944 (Cont'd)
443d Bn 2 mMle ‘The Alifie I'rotected 1355 FA convoy & new posi-
(H-247037) tion 1 mi. N. Ceppagna (H-012189),
D-l, 3/4 mi. N. Ceppagna(H-008188)
D=2, 3/4 mi. N. Ceppagna(H-004185),
8 JANULRY 1944 : |
36th Infe 1z mi. .. Alife GO #3, Hq 36th Inf. Div, awards Fur-
Div, (H=252038) ple Heart to Sgt. B. Nowicki, Btry.
"D, & IPvt. J.A. Guggemos, Btry. C,
4434 Bn 1l mi. MW Alife  Alerted to move w/131 FA Bn, .
(H-263042)
9 JANUARY 1944
443d Bn 1l mi. N.; Alife C-2 & C~4 1lts protect 131 FA convoy
~ (H=-263042) & new position, Arr, 1400, C=2,
%rmi. E. Ceppagna (H-018178) C=CP,
3/4 mi E, Ceppagna (H=021178) C-4.
10 JANUARY 1944 :
56th Inf, 5 mie /e Alife  Ltr. Commendation, 30th Inf. Reg'te
Dive (H-252038) "~ (3d Inf, Dive) dated 21 Nov. '43
for Lte. IRICE for bravery in action
at Fedala, French Morocco on 8 Nov,.
142 rec'd, .
152 FA l mi, S Venafro Irotected convoy & new pesitian.ﬁ/é
(H-025184) mi. N Ceppagna (H-001186). Arre
14004
11 JANUsRY 1944 1 1
132 FA 1l mi, S.. Venafro Protected convoy & new position &/4
(H-025184) mi, N./ Ceppagna (H-004184), Arr,
0945. |
152 FA 1 mi. SV Venafro Moved by infiltration to 2 mi., W,
(H-025184) Alife (H-245039). Arrived 1130+
152 FA 3/41m1, N+ Ceppagna Assigned perimeter defense 36th Dive.
' bivouac .
131 FA 3/4 mi, NV Ceppagna CProtected convoy & new position 1
(021178) mi. S. San Vittore (G-945158),
= mi, Eo Ceppagna Arr. 200
(H-018078)
B
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}_::'_' JANUARY 1944 (Cont'd!
D=2 1000 133 FA 3/4 mi. Ni. Ceppagna Moved by infiltration to 2 mi,
(H=-004185) /e Alife (H=-247037).
1300 133 FA 3/4 ni. NV Ceppagna Assigned perimeter defense 36th
(H=-004185) - Div. bivouac,
14 JANUARY L944
Br Hg 1300 36th Inf. 1% mie« We Alife Unit com'drs meeting, 36th Div,:
Div, ‘H-252038) 144 Inf, move to bivouac vic. Mt.
' Lungo night 12/13,
148 Infs move to biv. vic. Mt.
Lungo night 15/16 when 141 Inf.
attack Trocchio,
142 Inf, move to bive vic. rre=
senzano day 18,
Dive CP move to E4 side Mts Ro=-
tordo day 13/14. |
Div. SU move to bivj along Hiway
k6 night 18/19.
Rear Ech. remain until site is
picked.
13 JANUARY 1944 )
Bn HQ «==- J56th Inf. 1;-3-I mi s Vs Adile 8-2., 7lst AAA Bde - "Bomb line
Div. (H-252038) patrol tonite by (1) Beaufighte:
fr., Aark to 1408004,"
A=l 2000 132 FA 3/4 mi., NW Ceppagna  rrc™ Jeua.,eh ccnvoy & new position :
(E-004184) 1 mi. 3~ San Vittore (G-939
15"3) Arr, 2100. Continuous g
counterbattery. rositions un=-
der observation. Made use of
all defilade & camouflage. FA
instructions to reduce all ace=
tivity to minimum.
D=CP 1900 133 FA 2 mi., W, Alife Moved to new position 5 mi. NE
(I~247037) Mignano (G-991118). Arr. 2000,
D=l 1900 133 FA 3/4 mi. N, Ceppagna ’rotected convoy & new positions
(H--008188) S. Slope Mt. Lungo (G-953139).
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J& JANUARY 1944
C=5 1600 141 FA 1l mi, N Alife Moved to protect 36th Div., CLr, 1%-
(H-263042) mi. Ne Mignano (G=987132).Arr 170(

15 JANUARY 1944
Bn CP 1215 36th Inf. 1z mi. i, Alife Moved to 36th Div. CI'y 17 mi. N.

Div, (H-252038) Mignano (G=987132). Arre. 1330,
Bn Hqge 1545 &6th Inf. %'mi. We Alife Tar. 5, 80 Fl2, Hq. 7T1lst AAA Bde.,
Div, (H=-252033) dated 15 Jan, '44 assigned Capt,

IRVING F. FRIEDMAN, CAC, & fol- |
lowing EM: (1) 1lst Sgte, (1) '
T/3gt, (comm), & (6) S/Sgt. to

443d Bn fr. 133d Bn = all replace-
ments for personnel placed on Sepi
43 rotation list & returned to
states 17 Nov, '43. EM picked up

at 45803 Bn. | .
A=] FLee - 182 FA l%“mi. S.S5an Vite - Engegcc *12) F..#190, passing 2700 B
tore (G-939153) e (S/!R) - (]_) probably des=~ |
troyedo
16 JANUARY 1944 |
Bn H@ 0930 36th Inf, lé'mi.'w. Alife Capte IRVING F, FRIEDMAN reported E
Div, (H-252038) for duty, temporarily attached to ‘
Bn. Hgoe
Asl o HOZ0H A8 PA 1% mi. S.San Vit- Engaged (1) ME-109 & (1) German
tore (G=939153) Spitfire. dive bombing, 2800 ft.
(S/RY ~ Spitfire probably des-
troyeda R
C=2 1020 1381 FA 1 mi. S.San Vit-  Engaged (20) Fi..-190 & (4) ME-109,
tore (G-945158) passing, 1500 ft. (S/R) - (1) i
Fii~190 destroyed. | -
D=1 1500 1383 Fa S. Slope Mt. Lungo 1lst Lt. GOULD S. {ITCHER, L A-HoOSpe
(G-955159) by morte: fragments while re- B
- connoitering for new gun position. 7
1800 138 FA S, Slope Mt, Lungo rrotected move & new position 2 mi.
(G~953159) ST San Vittore (G=918146). Arrs
' 1950
17 JANUARY 1944
Bn Hq 0930 36th Inf. = mi. V. Allife 630th AAA Bn asked permission to
Dive (H=2520%8 ) run line to C=-Btry's 0Pe In-
- 5 -
S ECRET
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17 JANULRY 1944 (Cont'd)
formed that "C" was moving within
24 nrsi
1400 36th Inf. 1% mi. 1. Alife Yaj- LAZUR & Lts MASTER reconnoje
Divas . (H-252038) tered & secured bivouac area on
| . | Hiway /6 at (H-021076).
15350 36th Inf, 2 Mle iise Alife Capt. WILLIAMS, S-1, secured cleare
Div, (H-252038) ance fr. II Corps movement Control
of (16) vehicles at 080830 & (36)
vehicles at 180700,
B=Cr 1800 155 Fa zmi, NJ Ceppagna Moved to 500 yos. Se San Pietro
: (H=-014182) (G=970157), Arrived 2000,
B=1 1800 155 Fa 000 yds. S« .San Protected convoy & new positions SW
Pietro (H-970157) ‘Mt, Trccchio (G-894172), Arr. 2000,
B=2 1800 443d Bn ¢ mi, W, Alife  Moved to protect Div, Art 'yo Air OP
(H-216042) z mi. S. Venafro (H-031175), Arr,
2000 .
D=CI 0900 133 pA 1 mi. NE Mignano Moved %o new cosition S. Slope Mt,
(G=991118) - Lungo (G-9i1146),
D=1 ~ew= 133 FA e mi, SV San Vit~ Cpl. V.S, Harvey & T/5 L,J, Siuda
tore (G-918146) LiA=Hosp, by stepping on shose
mine,
18 JANUARY 1944
Bn CP ==e= 36th Inf, s mis Ny Mige  Confivimas o VOCO, 8th AAA Gp., 18
Div, nano (G-987132) Jan. ‘43 - "Lt, Col, COYNE is AAA

1045 36th Inf,

13 mi. N, Mig-
Div,

nano (G-987132)

1530 36th Inf.

1z mi. No Mig-
Div,

nano (G-987132)

1800 36th Inf.
Daxre

tactical com’dr river crossing
operat..n v,\+443d Bn, B=434 Bn &
G=20H Reg’+, atchd to 532 Bn per
VOCiu- 71st AAa Rie, 18 Jan 143"

Bn CO & A-Btry CO secured permission
thru AAO, II Corps, to study photo-
grapric map of Rapido Re, terrain ?
& piroposed bridge sites, '

Bn CO & A--Btry CO attended unit come
manders' meeting, 71st AAA Bde -
Gern, HENDRIX discussed highlights
of river crossing operation as
stressed at TI Corps meeting in
the morning.

Bn CO attended unit com'drs meeting
o6th Inf's Div. - unit com'drs dise
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~ 18 JANUARY 1944 (Conttd)
—-—-—-—-———u'—_—-___“m
cussed their detailed plans in

river crossing and bridgehead
Oper&tion.

Bn HQ 0700 36th Inf. 1 mi. W, Alife Moved in convoy te bivouac 3% mi. SE
Div. (H-252038) Mignano (H~-021076)., Arr. 0930,
1415 36th Inf. 13 mi, iWe Alife  Rec'd 13th Inde, Ltr, Hq, 443d AAA
Divew -t (H-252038) Bn (SI) requesting (1) lst Sgt. &

(1) s/sgt. for Sept. rotation re=-
placement instead of (1) lst Sgt.,
(1) T/Sgte & (6) S/Sgt. rotated
prior to reorganization under new
1/0 & E 44-75, 9th Ind., Hq.
NATOUSA granted approved, Total
EM in grade already rec'd, Ltr.

& Inds.'w/b comment del'd by Capt,
FISHER to S-1, 71st AAA Bde,

A=Hq 0900 443d Bn ¢ mi., We Alife Moved in convoy to bivouac 25 mi, SE
A=2 (H-245039) Mignano (H-01408¢), A4rr, 1000,
A=Btry ===« 4434 Bn 2% mi. SE Mignano Attached te 532d AAA Bn, 7lst AAA
(Srov) (H-014089) Bde, for river crossing operation
(L=2) per VOCG, 71lst AAA Bde. Capt.
(D=2) HBAD drew rations for crossing

(2¢, 2%, & 1) for srov. Btry.
Provided'w/(l)'mine detector‘/pltﬁ
(1) extra shovel & pick, & (200)
send bags per gun-track,

Al e 132 A 1z mi, S.San Vit- Cpl. G.F., Lauria, T/5 T. Hand, & Re

tere (G-939153) Buono, KIA; & ivte M. Whitney, SwWA
Hosp. by artillery shrapnel.

C=~Cl" 1830 131 FA 1l mi., S.San Vit= Protected convoy & new position SW

C=2 tore (H=-945158) Mte. Trocchio (G=-891172)., Arr 2000

C ~4 . _

D-Hq 0630 443d Bn 2 mis Uy Alife Moved & bivouaced 23 mi, SE Mignano

D=2 - (H~-247039) (H=014089).,

19 JANUARY 1944

Bn CP° 0900 * 56th. ITnt, l;lf mls Ne Mignano Lt, Col. LARSON & Captes HEAD, unit
Div. (G-987132) com'drs meeting, 8th AAA Gp. =
Col. SULLIVAN discussed AAA's part
in river crossing operatien.
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19 JANUARY 1944 (Cont 'd) 7 B

pe== 36th Inf. 7 bi. N. Mignano FO #42, Hq. 36th Inf. Div,, dated
Div, G=987132) 18 Jan, '43 - "36th Div, (less 142
Inf - Corps Reserve) crosses Ra-
pido R. N, & S. of San Angelo on
202000 Jan t44, Captures San An-
gelo by dusk 21 Jan., attacking fr,
N, 8 & \/; establishes bridgehead
for crossing CC"B", 1st Arm'd Div.,
vic. fan Angelo on night Q/l; &
protects luft flank II Corps,
1530 36th Inf. 2 @i« N. Mignano VOCG (5-~3) 71lst A4k Bde - "Asgd in-
Div, " s | cldental protection 77 FA moving
- to G-893175 (B-1 & C-4, 443d Bn) &
932 FA at G-918155 (D=2, 443d Bn).
Report moves ieaving units unpro=-

| tected,"
Bn Hq 1100 36th Inf. 3% mi., SE Mignano Dar. 4. 30 #5, Hq. 443d AAA Bn, re-
Div. (H-021076) lieved st Lt. OSCAR M, :RICE, Jr.

as S-~2 « assigned as Bn MTO.

15615 36%h Inf, 3% mi. SE Mignano Ltr., Hq. WATOUSA, dated 10 Jan. '44,

Div., (H-021076) subject: "Battle Participation

Awards", file AG 200.6/263 P-0
amends par. 5. Ltr. Hq. NATOUSA,
same subject & file dated 23 Dec.
'45 authorize 443d AA. Bn (SP)
battle lLonors for Italian Campaign.

A=-1 1730 132 FA %— mi, S. San Vit- Protected move & new position S. Mt
~ tore (G-939153) Troecchio (G-8835163), Arr. 2000,
C«Hq 0630 443d Bn 1l mi. NiW Alife Moved by inf-ltraticn to join Bn Hq
(H=-263042) 3% mi. SE Migreno (H-021076). Arr.
0800,

20 JANUARY 1944

Bn CP 1900 36th Inf. 13 mi.N. Mignano Lt. FRICE assigned as Liaison offie-
Div, (G=987132) cer between 5%2d AAA Bn CP & Capt.

HEAD, 8th AAALA Gg & Lte. Col LARSON
for sonveying informetion & deci=-
sions as to when "A" 443d Bn shoulé
crcss Rapldo R. after 40 T bridge
1s builc at S, Angelo which will
provide AAA protection for road
nets Vi« of river,

PR S
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20 JANU.LRY 1944 (Contt'd)
1930 36th Inf. 1% mi.N. Mignano Div, Art'y. began fire preparation

Dibga = (G-987132) to continuc for one-half hour.
2000 36th Inf. 1f mi.N. Mignano 141 & 145 Inf. commenced attack for
Div. (G=987132) crossing river & establishing the
brldgehead.
Bn Hg 1330 36th Inf. 35 mie. SE Mlgnano Par. 70, 50 #18, Hq 2nd Repl. Depot
Div. (1-021076) Pers. Center #6, AD0 #776, dated

18 Jan., - (8) EM assigned 44drd
L4l Bn (ST) as replacements.

2] JANUARY 1944

Bn I 0705 36th Inf. 12 mls N, Mignano §-3, 9552d ALL Bn = "Our 0. #5 leca-

(G=987132) ted on Mt. Lungo will fire one red
smoke pot on observing unidenti-
flud.&/b. Red smoke may appear
pink fr. distance. Notify gun
crews to closely observe areas”

It. rRICE relieved by Lt. Col, COYNE

D1V s

0730 36th Inf, 13 mi. N. Mignano

Div, (G=987132) as liaison officer.
eew= 36th Inf. 13 mi. N. Mignano 36th Div. encountered terrific Fes
Div. (G-987132) sistance., Bridge construction re=
peatedly knocked out N & S of S.
hAngelos
1400 36th Inf. ld mi. N. Mignano Attack to resume. Lt. 1RICE re-
Div. (G-987132) established as liaison officer
w/552 Bn.

1600 36th Inf. 11 mi. N. Mignano Attack resumed after -]2; hre Fh pres=

Div. (987132) paration. _
A-Btry 1300 5352d AldA 2% mi. SE Mignano Moved to area SE Mt. rorchia (G-917
(Trov) Bn (H-014089) 155). Arrived 1400,
(4-2)
(-2) _
A=1 1000 142 FA s, Mt, Trocchio Consolidated positions. Ci SE Mt.
(G-885163) Trocchio (G-893163). |
C=2 1000 131 FA g Mt. Trocchio Consolidated positions. Cp S bite
(G-891172) Porchia (G=-905150).

29 JANUARY 1944
bivouac shelled fr. 0410 to

Bn CP 0410 36th Inf. 1+ mi. N. Mignano D1v.
Div . (G-987132) 0715. 310 rds 170 mm. were coun=
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22 JANUARY 1944 (Cont'd)
ted. Air burst shrapnel & duds
landed all around. (1) EM, C=3 ;
>1t. protecting Div. CP, SwA-Hosp.. ’
losing one leg. Div. iless SETe |
killed, |
1200 36th Inf. 1+ mi. N. Mignano Moved close into Mt. Totundo for ‘

Div. (G-987132) protection agains® counterbattery
14 mi. N. Mignano (G-984135) .

1900 36th Inf. 1+ mi. N. Mignano 1t. rRICE returned saying enemy were

DIV s (G=-987132) E. of river.
| so Div. Art'y revealed report er=

roncous due to fear of an Infan-
trymen escaping across river. Hee

ported facts TO 3th A\l GPs
x by 142 Inf. at 2230 called

Remar ks

5000 36th Inf. 17 mi. Ne Mignano Attac

Div. (G-987132) of f',
C=d 0530 Dive. CI %; mi. N. Mignano »fce i 1. hdams. S./A-Hosp by 170 mmoe |
(G-984135) shrafrels |

o3 JANUARY 1944
7lSt PoU LW Bd@ nevw’ CP 1 min e San

Bn CO 1530 36th Inf. 12 mi. N. Mignano
Div. (G-984135) vittore (4-956173). 241200 Jan.

24 JANUARY 1944
G-4, B6th Inf. Div. - "Hiway 6 be-

Bn CP 1720 36th Inf. 12 mi. N. Mignano
Div. (G=984135) tween Mignano & RJ Hiway 46 & Se
pietro 1d, may be used for normal
traffic during hrse darkness.
Traffic will continue to be routed

over Speedy EXpPress Hiway durlng

daylight.
= mi. N. Alife Protectzd convoy & new bivouacC Ne

C-1 1315 36th Dive 5
Rear (H-276061) veireno (F-11404C). ATT. 1530,

25 JLNUARY 1944
G-3. B36th Inf. Dawr. = "D.47's NOW

Rn C 0900 36th Inf., 12 mi. N, Mignano
Div. (G-984135) operating in area. Do not confuse
w: th Fi-190." - BErZes notified.,
1145 36th Inf., 13 mi. N. Mignanc vOUG, Tlst ALA Bde = "Prov. A=BEry.
Div. (G-984135) (h-2 & D-2) rel'd fr attachment
5524 AAL Bne"
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26 JANUARY 1944 (Cont'd)
lst ©lt. moved by infiltration to
D-Hq, 2% mi. SE Mignano (H=014089).
Arr. 1730, In reserve to be de=-
loused & equipment overhauled.

&7 JANUARY 1944

Bn Hq 1500 36th Inf, 3% mi. SE Mignamo 5
Div.

-3, 7lst AsA Bde - " Asgd inciden=
tal protection E-36th FA, N Mt,
sorchia (G=909168)."

ai Mts Porchia  DProtected convoy & new position 5

(G=897153) mi. S. Cervaro (G-918191). Arr.

02304

A=2 0010 132 FA

28 JANUARY 1944
Bn CP 2015 36th Inf. 13 mi. N. Mignano G-3, 36th Inf, Div, = reported abane
Div. (G-984135) doned 40 mm. AA gun by lst Bn, 145
Inf.. Relayed information to S=3,

71st AAA Bde€ « »

29 JANUARY 1944

M

Bn C. e==- 36th Inf, l-i— mi. N. Mignano 71lst AiA Bde - Released fr. mission
(G-984135) providing incidental protection E.

Div.
36th FA, Ni Mt. i'orchia (G-909168).

0845 36th Inf, 1z mi. N. Mignano Notified by S-3, 71lst 4sA Bde that
Div., (G=-984135) abandoned Bofors Gun was stuck in

mud & turned over to Ordnance,
which was trensmitted to Div. G=3.

20 JANUARY 1944
‘ 2012304 Jon 4% - 36th Div. forces

Dive. (G-984135)
crossing Rapiao R. & establishes
bridgehead in viciulty of S, An=-
gelo (Coorc. 858 59). H-hr. &
D--dey ¢ be anrounceds
= mi. Se Cervaro “rotected move & new position 2 mi.
Nii Cervaro (G-909231). Arrived.

1900,

A=2 1730 132 F&




UG b T el
|ll.-_ . o

- ™ ll-+ﬁ-_..1
&




-

Time | Atchde.

5
1250

15295

8
0955

1215

1215

1218

12
0930
1000

1500
1500

15
1055

1055
1055

1100

1100

132

132

1595

135

133

159

132
132
150

135

131

154
135
132

155

FA

FA

FA
Fa
B
B

Bn

Bn

Bn

Bn
Bn

Bn

Bn
Bn

Bn

Bn

HEADWUARTERS, 443RD AAA AW BN (SF)
U.o. ARWY

APO H464

CUNS OLIUATED ACTION REPURT - Or#RATIONS Iy ITALY
( January, 1944 ) ‘

Location

G-970157

H-008188

H-004185

G=970157

H-004184
H-004184

G=970157
H-0081388

G=945158

G-945158
H-008188
G=937155

G=970157

Number and

S/R in|Mission of

type of A/C{ feet

ffires

(8) Fi-190

(6) Fv-190
(1) k-109
(4) ¥w-190

(4) Fn=190

(4) Fv=190

(1) us-109
(16)Fw=190
(20)Fw=190
(16)FW-190

(12)FwW-190
(12)FW-190
(12)Fw-190
(12)FW-190

(11)F#W-190

300

800

500

2000

5000

1000

2100
2000
3000

2000

2000

3000
2500

2700

Enemymﬁ/b

Bombing

Bombing

Bombing

| SErafing,

Bombing
Strafing,
Bombing

Passing

Fassing
Passing

Passing

Fassing

Passing

| Passing

Bomb1lng
Passing

Passing

apmnis AN z~SEmEmp e Se——mv =W

—_—-____—__———_-___—_-—____

Ammunition|Fire

Expended |Control

37mme. | «20CAL

25

90

25

10

69
62

36

3

09

404

2600

100

100

250

850

129
1250

1050

1600

500

1000
500

700

Flad

FAS

FAD

B

PILS

Results and Remarks

No early warninz. Planes
bore enemy markings and
bombed near 142 Inf.Aref.

Ne gat 1VE &

:Ne E' a't ]'_“J’e ®
-_Ne E’:at ive o
Negative-

Negative-

Negatlive .
Negative.
Negative.
Negative o

Negative .

Negative.

Negativee.

(1) Fw-190 Probably Des.
(official Credit)

Negative.
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C=2

A=1
B=-1
C=2
C—-4

C=2

16
1020

1020

1020

1020

1028

1030

1428

18
0815
0815
0815
0815
0815
0900

0900

132

131

131

131

155

133

131

132
155

131
151
133
131

131

Fi
F.h.

Fa
Fﬂ
Fiy

F.f.L

Fr
Fa
Flis
F.LL
Fa
FA

FA

Bn

Bn

Bn

Bn

Bn

Bn

Bn

Bn
Bn
Bn
Bn
Bn
Bn

Brl

G=9391953

G-945158

G-987132
G-945158

G=970157

G=953139

G-945158

G-939153
G=-894172

G=-945158
G=945158
G=-917163
G=945158

G-945158

(1) nE-109
(1) Spit-
fire
(20)Fi-190
(4) ME-109

(20)FwW-190
(4) M-109
(20)F¥-190
(4) MBE-109
(11)FW=190
(8) uE~109
(18 )FW=190

(1) LE-109

(2) ME=109
(2) ME-109
(2) ME-109
(2) lr-109
(9) Fii-190
(3) k=109
(9) FW=190
(3) ME-=109

S

2400

1500

1500

1500

1000

2000

2000

3000
2000

2000
2000
2000

2500

2500

Dive-Bomb- B
ing .

Passing 181
Passing S
Passing 16
Passing 144

Dive=-Bomb=- B g
ing .

Passing 34
Passing O
Passing 4z
Passing 76
Passing 14
Passing 81
Passing 69
Passing o

I S A

o0

975

150

450

800

400

200

625
1100

7950
o0
1200
300

o0

.-- Number and |} S/R in]lMission of T on Fire '
atchd Location | type of A/C | feet |Fnemy 4A/C Expended Results and Remarks

( 37mmi 15008.1

" FaS

FaS

FaS
FILS
BAS
Bid
FlianS
Bad
FilS
FAS
Fas

YA
Fas

FasS

(1) Spitfire with Ger-
man markings Probe Des.
(Official Credit)

(1) Fw-190 Destroyed

(Official Credit)
Negative.

Ne gat ive ®
Negative,
Ne gat ive @
Negative.
Necative,
Negative.
Negative.
Negat ive °

Negative,
Negative.

Negative .
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HEADQUARTERS 36th INFANTRY DIVISION
APO #36, U. S. Army

30 December 19453
GRNERAL ORDERS

NO, 59

COMMENDATIONS FOR EXCEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS CONDUCT

Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-55, the following are com=
mended for exceptionally meritorious conduct:

WILLIAM PETERCSAK, Private First Class, 32188991, Battery B, 443 Anti-
Aircraft Battalion (Self-Propelled), for exceptionally meritorious conduct
on the afternoon of 27 November 1943 in the vicinity of Mignano, Italy.
While performing his duties as a memberof an anti-aircraft gun crew, Private
First Class Petercsak saw the first two shells of a heavy enemy artillery
barrage explode near the position which wounded three soldiers in his crew,
ithout regard for his own safety, and while shzlls continued to fall in the
area, he immediately went tc the ¢id of the wounded men and assisted in car-
rying one of them 300 yards across an open clearing to the platoon command

posts, Upon rewcning %o the zur positicn, he went So the aid of two other men
who had been wounded by subseque:t shelling, uvdministered morphine, and
helped to prepare them for transfer to an aid station before taking cover

himself. His bravery in the fuce of danger, coolness under fire, and disre-
gard for his own pgafcty were an inspiration te all who observed him and re=-

flect great credit upon himself and his organization. Entered the service
from Trenton, New Jersey.

REGINALD MATHESON, Technician Grade V, 31071287, Battery B, 443rd Anti-
Aireraft Battalion (Self-Propelled), for exceptionally meritorious conduct
on the afternoon of 27 November 1943 in the vieinity of llignano, Italy.
While performing his duties as a member of an anti-aircraft gun crew, Cor=
poral Matheson saw the first two shells of a heavy enemy artillery barrage
explode near the position which wounded three soldiers in his crew, Without
regard for his own safety, and while shells continued to fall in the area, he
immediately went tp the aid of the wounded men and assisted in carrying one
of them 300 yards across an open clearing to the platoon eommand poste UpoOn
returning to the gun position, he went to the aid of two other men who hed
been wounded by subseocuent shelling, administered morphine, and heiped to
prepare them for transfer to an aid station before taking cover himself. His
bravery in the face of danger, coolness under fire, and disregard for his own
safety were an inspiration to all who observed him and reflect great credit
upon himself and his organization, Entered the service from Dorchester, lMass.

EDGAR C. POLKING, Corporal, 374254595, Battery B, 444rd Anti=Aircraf't
Battalion (Self-Propelled), for exceptionally meritorious conduct on the
afternoon of 27 November 1943 in the vicinity of Mignano, Italy. fhile per-
forming his duties as a member of an anti-aireraft gun crew, Corporal Polking
saw the first two shells of a hesavy enemy artillery barrage explode near the
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position which wounded three soldiers of his crew. /ithout regard for his
own safety, and while shells continued to fall in the area, he immediately
went vo the aid of the wounded men and assisted in carrying one of them 300
yards across an open clearing to the platoon command post. Upon returning

to the gun position, he went to the aid of two other men who had been woun-
ded by subsequent shelling, administered morphine, and helped to prepare them
for transfer to an aid station before taking cover himself, His bravery in
the face of danger, coolness unier fire, and disregard for his own safety
were an inspiration to all w o observed him and refleet great credit upon
himself and his organization. Entered the service frem Breda, Iowa,

JOSEPH JENNINGS, Private, 35379403, Battery B, 443rd Anti-Aircraft Bat-
talion (Self-Provclled), ror exceptlonally meritorious conduct on the after =
noon of' 27 Novembsr 1943 in the vicinity of Mignano, Italy. While performing
his duties as a member of an anti-aireraft gun crew, Private Jennings saw
the first two shslls of a heavy enenv artillery barrage explode near the po-
sition which wounded taree soldiers ir his crew. Without regard for his own
safety, and while chells contirved to fall in the area, he lmmediately went
to the aid of the wourded men and assisted in carrying one of them 300 yards
across an open clcaring to the platoon command post. Upon returning to the
gun position, he went to the aid of two other men who had been wounded by
subsequent shelling, adninistered morphine, and helped to prepare them for
transfer to an aid station beror: tiizing cover himself. His bravery in the
face of danger, coolness under fire, and disregard for his own saftey were
an inspiration to all who obscrved him and reflect great credit upon himself
and his organization. Rntered service from Feirmont, West Virginia,: i

E———— —

By command of Major General TALKER:

CLAYTON P, KBRR,
Colonel, Gereral Staff Corps,
OFFICIAL: Chief of Staff.

/s
JOHN J. DEANE,
Lt. Col, Adjutant Genrnral's Department,
Adjutan. Genera’.,

e R R T . . L

7

Ceriviticd & btrue extract copye.

/Z’jl AL ( -':

ke Z;L'/f RIS ¢ cee .
"'JE?TOI& v.» WILLIAMS, J
captain, C.A,Y.,
Adjutant, 443 LAA AW Bn (SP)
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HE.DQUARTERS THIRTIETH INFANTRY
LFPO 4 3

23 November, 1943

GENER.L ORDERS )

NUMBER e ¢ « o 4 ¢ o3 5

“ % % % x - =

I - COMMENDATION FOR BRaVERY IN .iCTION irGe INST THE ENEMY.

I -_Under the provisions of #R 600-55, it is desired to commend the following
officers and enlisted men for bravery in action against the enemy;

O5CAR M, FRICE, JR., 0-410946, 1st Lieutenant. Battery B, 443d Coast
Artillery'Battalion.(ﬂﬂ)1 While repalring one of his sGlfmpropelled anti-
aircraft half-tracks which had stalled on the Fedala beach the morning of
8 November 1942, Lieut. fRICEF was strafed by an enemy plane, but continued
his work disregarding all dangers. setting an example for his men. The
morning of 9@ November, Lieut. PRICE drove five miles behind enemy lines to
recover equipment errcnevugly landed on the beach there. While at this beach,
Lieut, FRICE underwent a bsmbing attack in which one of his platoon members
was killed and enother wounded. He then evacuated the injured men to an aid

station behind our lines and returned to his duties,

& * * %k * * *

By order of Lieut. Colonel McGuaRRe

Captain, 30th Infantry,
OFF ICILiL: | ASSsistant Adjutant.
S. Js ROGER®,

Captain, 30th Infantry,
Assistant Adjutant.,

Certified A True Extraoct Copy:

— -
;'/ ) 4 f - I

| e TS ;
Gt ATH; hor, i- et e AN ‘1
PEJXFOH W WILLIANS, Jr,”f' A |
Ca tain; C.4.C., \VFF
Ad jutant S » wwall R G 5 g ""‘E
) et e M N e
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| The3 6th |

DlVlSl |

HEADQUARTERS, 443RD AAA AW BN (SP)
LPO #464 U.S. ARMY

CASUALTY REPORT - OPERATION 1IN ITALY

(January 1944 ) |

Battery "A"
Johnston, Edward F. T/5 20059629 3 Jan SWA-Hosp  Perth Amboy, NJ
Gomosky, Vincent M, Prvt 7021658 & Jan LWA-Hosp . Girardville, Pa.
Lauria, Gennaro Fa Cpl 32272299 18 Jan KIa New York, N,Y.
Hand, Tom (NMI) 7/6 34195043 18 Jan KIA Jonesboro, G2.
Buono, Ralph (NMI) Pvt 31132620 18 Jan Kla ~ E, Boston, Mass.
Whitney, Michael (NMI) Pvt 21091408 18 Jan SWA=HOSP Brighton, Mass
Battery HC" :
Adams, James Lo Pfc 5983831 22 Jan SWA=Hosp Jonesville, Vas
Battery "D"
PITCHER, GOULD S. 1st Lt. 0-329445 16 Jan LivA-Hosp Hasbrouckiﬂts.,NJ
Harvey, William S Cpl 12087574 17 Jan LiiA~HOSP New York, N,Y,
Sjuda, Leonard dJe T/B 26354322 17 Jan LwA~HOSP Chicago, Ill.

For the Commanding Officer:

/ PEYTON %, WILLIAMS, Jre,
Captain, C.4.C., |
CFPLCIEAL . o/ ,Z, Z ;;"“;} Ad jutant _ k
A,,__. o

EARER e e f “ ‘
Ca taln, C.,.n..C., & 3 | .

Ldjutant

s
Wem'
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OFFICERS ASBIGMNT R@m . 0
| (1 January

: Battalion Hu

T T, T

COs . LSs Coles W r"*'" EF
Execy -Ceps. JOON (EE}
S-1: Capt. PEYTON W, WILLTAMS, Jre aum
§-2: 1st Lt. OSCAR M. PRIVE, Jr. RD:
S=4, ; ORD Mﬁ-,]o ALBERT W. m “
Hqg. Btry 1st Lt. ZL ROY P. mm ” -i‘*'. -
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