
N1 

GEITT:ML OR.DE.RS 

NO. 22 

HEADQUARTERS 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
APO #36, U. s. Army 

AWA.RD OF SILVER sr AR 

AG l!UlCOBWIZC 

6 February 1945 

Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, a Silver star is awarded 
to each of the . following named individ,uals for gallantry in act.ion: 

HARRY A. GWINNELL, 31405056, Staff Sergeant, Company K, 143d Infantry 
RegiJnent, for gallantry in action from. 3 Octo.be:r to 5 November 1944 in France. 
On Jl October Sergeant Gwinnell volunteered to establish an.d m,airi~ain an o.b.~er­
vation post in' a flat valley located .500 yards beyond the friend;Ly lines. · · under 
cover of darkness, he led a group of . four men to the isolated position and 
established both wire and radio ,communications. Although the enemy, aware of 
Sergeant Gwinnell's presence, continually directed artillery and mortar concen-

. trations on the building which housed his observat:ioo post, he remained in his 
hazardous position for £our days, skillfully dire'ct:ing .friendly shellfire on 
the host.lie targets. By mainta:ining contact with local civilians, he obtained 
valuable :information concern:ing enemy posit,ions and movements. D\.l.ring this 
period, he knocked ol,lt two horse-drawn vehicles, set nwnerous enemy buildings 
afire and drove back two self-propelled mounts. On the morning of 4 November, 
he made a dangerous reconnaissance tp obtain. additional information about the 
enemy. Advancing for 400 yards across flat, open terrain, he r-eached a vantage 
po:int where he remained for three hours to observe the hostile fo,rce in a near­
by town. He returned to his observation post a_nd adjusted fire o'n tne t~rgets 
which he had located, maintain:ing his wsition .until the enemy scored a direct 
hit • on the building. He was seriously wounded by tne explosion. Entered the 
Service from New Haven, Connecticut. 

. RALPH W. l.BE.RSOLE, 33764733, Sergeant, Cotnpany I: ·142d Infantry Reg:l.ment, 
for gallantry in action on 26 November J.944 in France. While advancing in an 
attack aga:i,nst a strongly fortified enemy town, the 2d Platoon of Company I 
was constantly harassttd by a host.·il~ sniper firing 'from a \~e_ll-conc~aletl _posi­
tion. hcting entirelr on his own initiative, Sergeant Ebersole~ a squad leader 
:in the platoort, boldly walked into an exposed ,area, dcliber.ai;,ely attracting the 
enemy rifle :fire in ·order to locate and eliminate the sniper. The hostile 
soldier spotted hiJn and opened fire. .vioving with lightning swiftness~ sergeant 
;E!Jersole loclil.ted the enemy position and firt:d, instantly l~illing the sniper. 
By his quick-thinting and extra.ordinary daring, he remov.::)d a serious threat to 
the safety of his platoon and . enabled the unit to advance more 'rapidly toward 
its objective. Entered the Service frorn Bcldford, P.annsylvania. 

TH0¥AS G. HAiliitroND, 33515586, Technician Fifth Grade (then Private), Jll(edical 
Detachment, 142d Infantry Regiment, for ga,llantry in actiql'.l on 2 D~cember 1944 
in France. · During an attack against an iJnportant ,;;lnen\y stronghold, Private 
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(~ ~2~ ~q Jo~h Inf Div, 6 id:i 45, .contd) 

Hamm.a~~-; aid man with the ?d Platoon of Company K, brave d heavy artillery, mor­
tar. ~nd -small anns fire to cross an open field and aclluinister first aid to a 
serl.Ously wound_ed soldier, '. After caring for the wounds of his pati,mt, Private 
Hammond saw a friendly tank suffer a diNct hit from a round of artillery. With­
out a thought fot personal ,safety, he ran over 400 yard s of flat, . fire-swept 
terrain and, upon reaching the disabled tank, swiftly a~ninistered expert emer­
g?ncy treatment t ,o the .painful]¥ injurcd crew members. i-ioving in the face of 
direct enemy fire, he r eturned to his • plat·ooti and ·continued treating all the 
casualties inflicted 90 the unit. During the fiercely conte sted attack across 
the open field) Private Hammond cared for approximatel y 15 wounded men, super­
vising their evacuation to the safety of a nearby house . Time after time ho 
willingly risked his own life , fearlessly exposing hims01i to the incessant 
hostile fire, in order to save the lives of his injurad comrades. Ente r .::d the 
Scrvi~c f~om Newburg, Pennsylvania. 

HE.RBERT A. LOREE, 36173672, Technician Fifth Grade; Company C, 111th En­
gineer Combat .Battalion, for gallantry 'in action on 6 Nov0mber 1944 in France. 
Prt,111pt. tank support was imperative for the success of the night attack which was 
being planned against enemy hill positions. Th~ road l oading to tht:J only suit­
able assembly area for the tanks l'Jas blocKed by mine s and t he mine s wc: rt:J diffi­
cult "to approach because of constant interdicting fire f r om ,memy cannons and 
mortars. Tee 5 Loree. voluntoer od to r \:move the mine s. Although advised by tht:J 
corum2:nding infantry off'.icers to wait until nightfall because the road block was 
under enemy artillery obscrvc!,tion, he insisted on starting out irruuedia.t .:: ly in 
order to assure prompt tank support fqr the forthcoming ·attack;,_ He crawled the 
last 400 yards to his obj 0cti vo through wate r and mud. Sust'13,in~d 120mm mortar 
barrag3s forct')d him to .lie: for five and ten minut e s at 2. t imo , stretched out on 
tho slimy bottoms of wayside ditches, to avoid being hit by f lying shdl frag­
ments. In spite qf this and intermitt ent artill.::ry firo , he r eached his object­
ive , removed four camouflaged ramp mines by hand-lifting , and returne d safely 
the same way he had advanced, The indomitabl..i courage and great pati,mce of Tee 
5 LoN e are r evealed by the f act that it took thr..ie hours to accomplish th.is 
extr,::imaly hazardous mission. As a result of nis initiati v0 and heroism the 
tanks were able to advance surely during the last daylight hours to the assembly 
aroa from wh_ich thdy gave prompt and vital support to tho atta ck that night. 
Ente r ed · the Service from Flint, Michigan. 

' BERNICE W. VEALEY, 35746247, Te chnician Fifth Gra do:,r~edical Det achmtlnt, 
14lst· Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 31 lfay, 4 June , 15 Se pt em­
ber a.nd from 26 to 28 Octobe r 1944 in Italy and Franc e , On 31 May the rifle 
troops of the 141st Infantry R8gim0nt wer e subj ected t o a savage enemy counter­
attack and suffa r ed numerous ca sualtie s. Although Toe 5 Veal ey wa s a ssign1;;d a s 
a id man to the mortar platoon, he volunta rily advanced in t he fac e.: of heavy 
snipe r and morta r fire to a s sist in administering first a i d to th0 wounded rifle­
men. During the intense fire fight, he frequently moved beyond t he most forw a rd 
f riendly e lements, bra ving diN ct t a nk fire , to treat tho inj ur e d soldiers. On 
4 June , when a heavy a rtills, r y ba rrage inflicted t en cas ualtie s _on th cJ morta r 
pl a toon, Tee 5 Vealey unhe site.tingly l eft his c over ed posit i on and bra ved the 
ince ssant shelling to a dminist er f irst aid to hi s c o1nrad0s, On 15 September, 
during a heavy artillery and mort a r conc t:Jntra tion, he was in a building which 
suffor 0d a dire ct hit. Although-he was stunned by the concussion , he irruaediat ely 
£,nswo r e d a cry for hel p from two wounded soldiers outside i:.h0 building and, a ft e r 
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treating their wounds, helped carry them to the aid station. At the aid. station, 
a vehicle was sot afire by a direct hit, and Tee 5 Vealey risked his life to 
unload valuable equipmcJnt from the blazing vehicle. Over a month later, when 
the battalion area vias subjected to an artillery barrage, he left a place of 
comparative sa.foty to treat several wounded men, then borrowed a jeep and drove 
them over a .shell torn road to the aid station. Upon r eturning to his unit, he 
organized a forward aid station a nd o~ed it for thre~ days, greatly expedit­
ing the evacuation of the wounded. Entered the Service irom Charleston, West 
Virginia. 

RICHARD J. BOGGS, 33767618, Private First Class, Company B, 142d Infantry 
Regimont, for gallantry in action on l December 1944 in France. Company B v1a s 
assigned the mission of seizing the southern slope of a strategically important 
hill. The 3d Platoon advanced across a clearing under cowr of darkness, but 
the enemy spotted the unit and diracted a heavy mortar barrage on the area; forc­
ing the friendly troops to take cover. Sudden machine gun fire concentrated on 
the platoon inflicted several casualties. While his aomrades were pinned to the 
ground, Private First Class Boggs, acting without orders , moved to a position 
froi;i which h.i could observe the hostile emplacements. Although his l;jxposed 
position was swept by rapid bursts of m::,chin" gun fire; he fearlessly stood erect 
in ord0r to get a clear field of fire. He swiftly op,m0d f ire with his a uto­
matic rifl,, !Uld, aiming directly at the hostilu strong point, killed four c:nl;)my 
soldi0rs and neutralized two m~chine guns. As a result of his accuracy and 
courage , the hostile 0mpla c0m0nts were destroyed and t he pl atoon ~as able to 
complete its mission with very little r esistance. Enter ed the Service frcm 
Altoona, Pennsylvania. 

ALBERI' GROKATIS, 31025149 , Private First Class, Company G, 142d Infantry 
Rcgim0nt, for gallantry in action on 9 November 1944 in Franca. Company G was 
atte.cking stubbornly defended positions when tho enemy suddenly launched a 
savnge counterattack, inflicting heavy casualtie s. on tho unit with cJ1fective 
small arms, mortar and rifle grenade fire . An 'enemy machine gun on the company's 
right flank swept the area with rapid bursts of fire , and Privata First ,Cl~~s 
Grokatis was assigne d the mission of silencing it with a rifle grenade launch-, 
er, Moving in the f ace of direct machine gun fire , he courageously worked his 
way to within 30 yards of the hostiL:i empb.ccment and thero fired three gren­
ade s in r apid succe ssion, forcing th.i gun crew to r emove the weapon to a nother 
position. As Company G pre ssed forwa rd it wa s 'l.ga in subjected to fire from the 
machine gun. Private First Clas s Grokatis a gain expo ::Jcd himself to· the hostile 
small a rms and morta r fir0 and , with sev,,r al othar rif l emen , silenced the enemy 
gun by killing ona of th~ crew memb~rs und forcing the ot hers to flee in con­
f usi on. His devotion to duty and da untle ss det e rmination contribut,,d materia lly 
t o the r epulsa of tho enemy a ssa ult. Ente r ed the Servic e f rom Worceste r, Mass. 

JOSEPH P. JORDAN , 39705522, Privat e 1''irst Clnss, Company G, 142d Infantry 
Reg:i1nont, for gallantry in action on 7 Octobe r 1944 in Fra nce . The 2d Platoon 
of Company G ·was clearing a wooded ar ea of hostile r esfst e.nc c when a l arge group 
of enemy soldiers opened .fire with rifles and machin-e guns. After a brie f fire 
fight, the pl a t oon wa s ordere d t o withdraw to a oetter defonsi ve position. Act­
i ng entirely on his own initiative , Privat e First Cla ss J ordan, a utomatic rifle­
man, 1nanuuver ed to the right flank of the pl atoon t o cover the unit during the 
withdr awa l. He swept the hostile force with effocti ve bursts of a utomatic rifle 
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firej ~nabling tne platoon to withdraw safely f.-rom tho untenable position. 
Although he bec,;lllle the target for heavy enemy fire, he remained dauntlessly with OJ 
his weapon and continu.ed firing until he ,had exp,mded his antire supply of '.>G 
ammunition. He then wotkl:ld his way over th~ clXposed t Grrain, moving cautiously Pf; 
und0r the hostile fire, r.'3joined his . .unit and, when ho hnd secured additional 7t 
amnunition,, again open~q. fire on ·tljb enemy. Entered the Service from Los Angeles, )q 
California. · · · · ~ 

ADAM B. RADABAUGH, 357~~255, Pri;~te First Class, Company C, 143d Infantry 
Regimen~, for gallantry in action on 5 October 1944 in France. , During Company ,Ml? 

C's attack agains~ stubbornly defanqed enemy positions on a hill, Private First 1°H 
Class Radabaugh was acting squad leader in the leading platoon. He was instruct- CII 

· cd to take ,his men aro1,1nd the right flank in order to dislodge the hostile troops. 
1foving in the face of machine pistol 'and rifle fire, he skillfully ~aneuvered l.lJ 
his squad in~o position and opened fire on the enemy. Aft0r ~n intense fire· : e~ 
fight, the hostile ,force started to w:j.thdraw, and, at the se.me :moment, ·-a self- tf~ 
propelled gun directe..d fire on ·the pJ,.atoon area. Private First Class Radabaugh Id 
was severely 'wo'i.mded in the ieft. a.m1 and shoulder by hurtling shell -fragments; 'lt 

Ignoring 'the . pa.in of his wound, ho continued to lead his squad and, although ,he 
was the target for direct small anus fire, cabily directed his men in driving the 
enem;ir soldiers completely .off. the· hill. Only after rejoining his platoon and 
helping organize ·a defensive position on the top of the hill would Private First 
Class Radabaugh allow himself to be evacuated. Entered the Service from Hall, 
West Vi'rgi~ia. 

j . 

ANDREW RUS'JAK., 336?0600, Private, Company E, l~d Infantry Regiment, for 
gallant,ry i~ action on 8· 0ctober 1944 in France. Two platoons of Corapany E 
were trapped in a house when heavy enemy machin1;; gun fire prevented their with­
dravdng. lt ,as decided \hat a mortar barrage directed on the hostile positions 
vmuld ,,mable the ·platoons t :o. withdr.aw, from the house and re.join .the remainder of 
the company. Private Rusnak, a rifleman, ,volunteered to 9±-0.ss . .an expose·d· clea.r­
ing and ,notify the beleaguered, solc\iars of the plan. Ho started .across the open 
terrain and, altqough he became the target for direct machine gun fire; pressed 
determinedly forwa..rcl -until he reached the hQuse. ·Following his instructions, 
the .. two platoon~ proceeded across th<:l .clearing . under · cover of the mor\ar barrage. 
As a result of Private Rusnak's dauntl,essntiss and courage , the troops effected 
n successful withdraw,9.l and rejoined the remainder of the company. Ent<Jred the 
Service from Sp.ringdal~, Pennsylvania. 

t' ' • 

By command of Major General DAHLQUisr: 

OFFICI.A~: # · 
,;,<_ L?Jl~~ 
~~CENT M.' LOCKHART 

Major, Adjutant General's Department 
Asst ~djutant General 

DisrRrnur ioN 11 E11 

JOHN J. ALBRIGHT 
Colonel, General staff Corps 

Chief · of staff 
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