---------- AG RECORDS #2C,
HEADQUARTERS 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO #36, U. S. Army

6 February 1945

GTNZRAL ORDERS
NO. 2
AWARD OF SILVER STAR

Under the provisions of Army Regulatidns 600-45, a Silver Star is awarded
to each of the following named individuals for gallantry in action:

HARRY A. GWINNELL, 31405056, Staff Sergeant, Company K, 143d Iniantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action from 3 October to 5 November 1944 in France.
On 31 October Sergeant Gwinnell volunteered to establish and maintain an obger-
vation post in a flat valley located 500 yards beyond the friendly lines. Under
cover of darkness, he led a group of four men to the isolated position and /
established both wire and radio communications. Although the enemy, aware of
Sergeant Gwinnell's presence, continually directed’ artillery and mortar concen- \;’
. trations on the building which housed his observationpost, he remained in hia
hazardous position for four days, skillfully directing friendly shellf:.re on
the hostile targets. By mamta:.ning ‘contact with local civilians, he ohta,ined
- valuable information concerning enemy positions and movements. During this S
4 period, he knocked out two horse-drawn vehicles, set numerous enemy buildmgg
afire and drove back two self-propelled mounts. On the morning of L b}ovembhx
“he made a dangerous reconnaissance to obtain additional information about the
enemy. Advancing for 400 yards across flat, open terrain, he reached a mﬁagg:
. point where he remained for three hours to observe the hostile fqrpe in a -
by town. He returned to his observation post and acl_]usted f:.re on tha 3
wh:.ch he had located, maintaining his pos:LtJ,on untii the enemr ;cer, ed a di:
- hit on the building. He was seriously wounded by the axplpsion, m\:.er?d MW
Service from’ New Haven, Connect.icut. i 3 : :

" RALPH W, LBERSOLE, 33764733, Sergeant., Company s 1
for gallantry in action on 26 November 1944 in Franee.
‘attack against a stmngly fortified enemy town, the 2d :
was constantly harassed by a hostile sniper fir: mg 1 ale
it tion. 'acting entirely on his own initiative, Sergeant Eberaélg, , squad
e in the platoon, boldly walke& into an exposed area, deliber?-t ;

soldier spnwed him and apened .t‘:wa. woving with 1i
" Ebersole located the enemy position and fired,
; quick-ﬂ:hinﬂng and ‘extraordinary daring

'y »a.nd enabled‘ bhfa

mww Raginiet
anm an attack agazl.n an':




{8 mas an open field. a,nd a.dmirﬂater first aid to a
dier.. After caring for the wounds of his patient, Private
endly tank suffer a dinaet hit from a round of artillery.: 'With— a
for personal safety, he ran over 400 yards of flat, fire-swept - | ‘I
‘upon reaching the disabled tank, swiftly administered expert amepets
ent to the painfully injured crew members. iioving in the face of , | \
ire, he returned to his' platoon and ‘continued treating all the o 4
|

{
{
J

inflicted on the wnit. During the fiercely contested attack across
ld, Private Hammond cared for approximately 15 wounded men, super- ‘
‘evacuation to the safety of a nearby house. Time after time he ‘ AR
y risked his own life, fearlessly exposing himself to the incessant 1
it‘e,, in order to save the lives of hls mgured comrades. Ent.ered the ¥
e from Newburg, Pennsylvania g

\ < e LOR’EE i 36173672 Technlcn.an Fifth Grade, Company C, lllth En—
gmar anhai'. Battahon, for gallantry in action on 6 November 1944 in France,
v “PW ﬁh?: support was imperative for the success of the night attack which was
beix . against enemy hill positions. The road lcading to the only suit- f'\ i
_:Aaéembly area for the tanks was blocked by mines and the mines were diffi- - { ()
¢uls ‘to approach because of constant interdicting fire from cnemy camnons and /
mortars. Tec 5 Loree voluntcercd to remove the mines. Although advised by the (
_ Wmnding mfant.ry officers to wait until nightfall bccause the road block was : J
~ under enemy artillery observation, he insisted on starting out imaediately in }
‘order to assure prompt tank support for the forthcoming attack He crawled the 2\ ,’
last 400 yards to his objective through water and mud. S.xstamgd 120mn mortar = M i
barrages forced him to lic for five and ten minutes at a time, stretched out on | ‘
‘the slimy bottoms of wayside ditches, to avoid being hit by f£lying shell frag-
ments., In spite of this and intermittent artillery fire, he reached his object~ | 1
ive, removed four camouflaged ramp mines by hand-lifting, and returned safely ‘ {
the same way he had advanced. The indomitable courage and great patience of Tec <
- 5 Loree are revealed by the fact that it took three hours to accomplish this \
extremely hazardous mission. As a result of his initiative and heroism the ‘
tanks were able to advance surely during the last daylight hours to the assembly ;
arca from whlch they gave prompt and vital support to the attack that m.ght
Intered the Service from Flint, liichigan. T !

“BERNICE W. VEALEY, 35746247, Technician Fifth Grade, iiédical Detachment,
141 st Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 31 liay, 4 June, 15 Septem-—
ber and from 26 to 28 October 1944 in Italy and France. On 31 May the rifle d
troops of the 1li4lst Infantry Regiment were subjected to a savage <nemy counter=- I\
attack and suffered numerous casualties. Although Tec 5 Vealey was assigned as
2id man to the mortar platoon, he voluntarily advanced in the face of heavy
sniper and mortar fire to assist in administering first aid to the wounded rifle-
meri, During the intense fire fight, he frequently moved beyond the most forward
friendly elements, braving direct tank fire, to treat the injured soldiers. On
L. June, when a heavy artillery barrage inflicted ten casualties on the mortar
platoon, Tec 5 Vealey unhesitatingly left his covered position and braved the \ R
incessant shelling to administer first aid to his comrades. On 15 September,
during a heavy artillery and mortar concentration, hc was in a building which \
‘suffered a direct hit. Although he was stunried by the concussion, he immediately ‘
answered a cry for help from two wounded soldiers outsidc the building and, after
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treating their wounds, helped carry them to the aid station. At the aid station,
2 vehicle was set afire by a direct hit, and Tec 5 Vealey risked his life to
unload valuable equipment from the blazing vehicle. Over a month later, when
the battalion area was subjected to an artillery barrage, he left a place of
comparative safety to treat several wounded men, then borrowed a jeep and drove
them over a shell torn road to the aid station. Upon returning to his unit, he
organized a forward aid station and operated it for three days, greatly expedit-
ing the evacuation of the wounded. Entered the Service irom Charleston, West
Virginia. ; y !

RICHARD J. BOGGS, 33767618, Private First Class, Company B, 142d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 1 December 194k in France. Company B was
assigned the mission of seizing the southern slope of a strategically important
hill, The 3d Platoon advanced across a clearing under cover of darkness, but
the enemy spotted the unit and directed a heavy mortar barrage on the area; fore-
ing the friendly troops to take cover. Sudden machinc gun fire concentrated on
the platoon inflicted several casualties. While his comrades were pinned to the
ground, Private First Class Boggs, acting without orders, moved to a position
froin which he could observe the hostile emplacements. Although his exposed
position was swept by rapid bursts of michine gun fire, he fearlessly stood erect
in order to get a clear field of fire. He swiftly opencd fire with his auto-
matic rifle and, aiming directly at the hostilc strong point, killed four cnemy
soldicrs and neutralized two machine guns. As a result of his accuracy and
courage, the hostile c¢mplacements were destroyed and the platoon was able to
complete its mission with very little resistance. Entered the Service from

- Altoona, Pennsylvania.

v AIBERT GROKATIS, 31025149, Private First Class, Company G, 142d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 9 November 1944 in France. GCompany G was
attacking stubbornly defended positions when the enemy suddenly launched a
savage counterattack, inflicting heavy casualties on the unit with etfective
sim2ll arms, mortar and rifle grenade fire. An'enemy machine gun on the company's
right flank swept the area with rapid bursts of fire, and Private First, Class
Grokatis was assigned the mission of silencing it with & rifle grenade launch-
er, Moving in the face of direcet machine gun fire, he courageously worked his

‘J

T figt( way to within 30 yards of the hostile emplacement and therc fired three gren-
5l 'reorz ades in rapid succession, forcing the gun crew to remove the weapon to another
,.';' frma& position. As Company G presscd forward it was again subjected to fire from the
i : ) machine gun. Private First Class Grokatis again cxposed himself to the hostile
7 TEL - | snall arms and mortar fire and, with several other riflemen, silenced the enemy
RC“I.J.l‘ gun by killing one of the crew members and forcing the others to flee in con-
B aerdc fusion. . His devotion to duty and dauntless detcrmination contributed materially
= ; to the repulse of the enemy assault. Entered the Service from Worcester, Mass.
lantg JOSEPH P. JORDAN, 39705522, Private First Class, Company G, 142d Infantry
E Bornly Regiment, for gallantry in action on 7 October 1944 in France. The 2d Platoon
3 124 % of Company G was clearing 2 wooded area of hOStile'rAesistance vfhen & 1ax:ge group
R 3d Bat of cnemy soldiers opened fire with 1.'1fles and machine guns, {uter a'bplef fire
S - il \ fight, the platoon was ordgrgd t.,o wg_t,hc.jraw t.o'a oetter defensive pos1t1?n. _Act-
4 forwaz ) |~ ing entirely on his own initiative, Private First Class Jordan, automatic rifle-

man, mancuvered to the right flank of the platoon to cover the unit during the
withdrawal. He swept the hostile force with effective bursts of automatic rifle
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fire; cnabling the plat.oon to withdraw safely from the untenable pos:.t.lon- e
Although he became the target for heavy enemy fire, he remained dauntlessly with
his weapon and continued firing until he had expended his entire supply of
ammunition. He then worked his way over the oxposed toerrain, moving cautiously
under the hostile fire, rejoined his unit and,. when ho had sccured additional
ammunition, agam open:.d f:Lre on ‘the enemy Entered the Service from Los Angeles,
California. o ;

Reg:unenb, for gallantry in action on 5 October 194k in France.  During Company
C's attack against stubbornly defended enemy positions on a lull, Private First
Class Radabaugh was acting squad leader in the leading platoon. He was. :mstruct—
- cd to take his men around the right flank in order to dislodge the hostile troops.
lioving in the face of machine pistol and rifle fire, he skillfully maneuvered,
his squad into position and opened fire on the enemy, After an intense fire:'
fight, the hostile force started to withdraw, and, at the same moment, -a self~
propelled gun directed fire on the platoon area. Private First Class Radabaugh
was geverely wounded in the left arm and shoulder by hurtling shell fragments.
Ignoring the pain of his wound, he continued to lead his squad .and, although - ‘he :
was the target for: direct small armms fire, calmly directed his men in driving the i F
enemy soldiers completely off the hill., Only after rejoining his platoon and ik
helping organize a defensive position on the top of the hill would Private First . |
Class Radabaugh allovg hmself to be evacuated. Entered the Service from Hall, s
West leg:mla : o

ADAI B. RADABAUGH, 5 35754;255, Prlvat.e Flrst Class, Company C lh3d Im‘.antry \!?
4
My

‘ ANDRﬁv RU&GAB., 33670600, Private, Company E, 142d Infantry Reg.mxent _for
| gallantry in action on 80October 1944 in France. Two platoons of Company I h

| i were trapped in a housg when /heavy enemy machine gun fire prevented their wu.th-—
j drewing. It was decided tha‘t. a mortar barrage directed on the hostile pos:.t:x,ens
/ would ecnable the ‘platoons ‘Yo withdraw from the house and - reao:.n the remainder of

| the company. Private Rusnak, a rifleman, volunteered to cross an exposed: elear-
| ing and nct:.fy ‘the beleaguered, soldiers of the plan. He started across the open
| terrain and, although he became the’ barget for direct machine gun. f:zre, pressed
deterﬂu.nedly forward..until he reached the house. Following his uxstmetims, 3
the. two, platoong proc;.eded across the. clearmg under cover of the mor’g.a:r barrage. )
| - 4s a result of Private Rusnak's dauntlessness and courage, the .troops effected
/ & successful withdrawal and rejoined the remainder of the company. Entered the

[ Serv:.ce from Sp.rmgdala, Pennsylvam.a ; " ¥ J

|

5 JOHN J. ALBRIGHT
Colonel, General Staff Corps
Chief of Staff
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