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Dwight D. Eisenhower was President of the United
States, the highest office one can hold . . . and yet T-Patch-
ers remember him best as General Eisenhower. He was
lfargely responsible for drawing up war plans for our de-
ense.

One of Eisenhower’s greatest friends (since 1921) was
a prcfessional soldier by the name of Gen. Fox Conner.
General Eisenhower was not fond of learning history . . . so
much to memorize. It was Gen. Conner who gave him the
desire te learn history, and broaden his understanding. With
the aid of a huge wall map and a book, he traced trie devel-
opment of different campaigns . . . studied in minute detail
such operations as Napoleon’s, at Austerlitz and Marengo,
and the emperor’s last campaign in Italy.

Gen. Conner with a remarkable prescience, foresaw a
second World War. The potentialities for another great
conflict, built into the Treaty of Versailles, were bound to
explode, he said. He urged Eisenhower to prepare himself
for that day, which he did. He never dreamed that he would
ever wear a general’s stars . . . he hoped he might reach
the rank of a full colonel.

In a small way of paying tribute to this great soldier
and leader and in expressing our sympathy to his family,
the above message was sent to Mrs. Eisenhower from the
Association.

Editor - Archie McDugal

APRIL, 196

Gen. Ayers New AG

Gen. Ross Ayers, a veteran commander in the Army
National Guard, became the adjutant general of Texas, and
was promoted to major general, Tuesday, March 18, 1969.
Gen. Ayers began his military career in 1931, when he en-
listed in Service Rattery 131st Field Artillery Battalion,
36th Infantry Division.

Ayers, who owns extensive farm operations in West
Texas, succeeds Maj. Gen. Thomas S. Bishop at the head of
the state military forces. He took the oath of office in
ceremonies in the governor’s reception room, Gov. Preston
Smith, Ayers’ college roommate during their days at Texas
Tech, was there.

Ayers holds the Bronze Star and the Silver Star for
gallantry during World War II. His home is Friona, Texas.

ONCE A T-PATCHER, ALWAYS A T-PATCHER
Plan to attend the 44th Annual Reunion at the Blackstone in Ft. Worth, Texas, Aug. 29-30-31
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