HEADQUARTERS 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO #36, U, S Army
-

20 June 19uy4

ALARD OF phoiesh ST JbDAL

Under the provisions of army hegulations 600-45, as amended, a dronze star
dedal is awarded to each of the following nomed individuals 1or gallantry in acticn.

4ARL A. HIGGINBOTHAW, 0416232, Captain, (tnen First Lieutenant),” 143d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 22 January 1944 in Itaky. Uhen severe casual-
ties were being sustained among his men by the intense enemy artillery, mortar and
machine gun fire during the bitterly contested crossing of the *%#% Hiver, lieuten-
ant Higginbotham courageously expcsed himself to the heavy barrage in order to
encourage his men and direct them Lo strategic positvions. Yith his available
troops skillfully deployed, he then perscnally laid ccamunication lines to his gun
positions despite the ‘ncrcasingly hazardous hostile fire amd aggressively maintain-
ed his well planned disposition in the secter. Lntercd the Service from San .ntonio,
Texas.

WINDELL C. PHILLIPPI, 0128811k, Captain (tacn Second Licutenant), 143d Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 13 Scptumber 1943 in Italy. Uhen his battalion
occupied new defensive positions, Licutenant Pnillippi tirelessly directed his com-
munications platoon during the night in laying wire lines to all the units and tne
battalion observation post in preparation for an expected eneny attack. Vhen the
enemy launched a furious assault, preceded by & heavy artillery shelling,their tanks
succceded in passing around both flanks of the¢ battalion and entcered the town,
Realizing the hopelcssness ¢* his positions the battalion commandcr dispatched
Lieutenant Phillippi to ‘he rsgilinental comuaand post five miles away with a report
on the situation, Constantly harassed by heavy enemy artillery, mortar and aigall
arms fire, he delivered the message. Entered the Service from Indianapelis, Ind.

- KDVARD Co ZINn, 01294584, First Lieutenant, 143d Infantry ttegime t, for gal-
lantry in action from 9 September 1943 to 28 Fsbruary 1944 in Italy. «s a platoon
leader, Lieutenant Zink distinguished himse<lf in tine furious fighting which followed
the invasien of Italy and the establishing of the beuchhead. When his regiucnt went
into action in the mountains, as battalion 5~4 he personally supervised the organizci-
tion of the mule trains, loading and guiding them over difficult terrain, working
day and night, heedless of personal comfort, to waintain a steady flow of supplies
to the front line troops. although exposed to shelling and small arms fire, he
continued his exceptional verformance of his duties. Entered the Service fram
Detroit, wichigan.

ROY T. TAYLOR, 35277401, Staf:r Sergeant, (then Private First Class), Company I,
142d Infantry Regirent, for gallantry in action on 1 February 1944 in Itely. advanc-
ing with his squad in the leading element of the battalion, Private First Class
Taylor was subjected to enemy mortar and wachine gun fire which pinned down the
rewainder of the {orward platoons. In a daring rcconnaissance to determine the
strengtih and disposition of the enemy forces, he and his squad skillfully outilanked
the enemy positions and, though fired upon by additional machine puns and mortars,
continued dauntlessly on to .econnoiter thoroughly the cnemy held terrain. Because
of the invaluable informatio.. the battalion was able to flank the enemy emplacements
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ard continue its advance. Entered the Service from Vaverly, Ohioc.

FRANKLIN R. MC DONALD, 20801316, Staff Sergeant, Service Company, l4lst Infan-
. desgiment, for gallantry in action on 26 December 1943 in Itady. assigned the
task of reconnoitering a8 new route of supply for a unit in the assauit, Sergeant
McDonald, aware of the urgency of his mission, set out in daylight under constant
enemy observetion. Often pinned down by artillery fire, sometimes forced to crawl
over rocks and mud. he continued on until he had completed his reconnaissance of
the terrain. Entered the Service from San antonio, Texas. '

' ROBERT MAYNOR, 35267542, Sergeant (then Private First Class), Company C, lilst
Infantry Regiment, for gallantry ir action on 11 Februar s 1944 in ltedy: During a
determined enemy counterattack, Private First Class saynor, leader of a machine
gun squad, took his squad to an advantageous position and put his gun into action.
“.hile artillery shells exploded neafrby and suall arms fire was directea at him, he
scopped the enemy 100 yerds {zom his gun position. l.hen his ammunition bearer was
wounded by an exploding wortar shell, Private First Class saynor crawled under
machine gun and rifle fire to secure additiomal, vitally needed aumunition. Heturn-
ing to his gun position, he found his gunner severcly wounded by the enemy tire;
end, unnhesitatingly, he began firing the woapon full in the face of the attacking
enemy forces, holding them at bay until his unit could prepare for the attack.
Entered the Service from Oceana, West Virginia.

RALPH J. IANNIELIC, 32633376, Sergeant, Company L, l4lst Infantry Regiuent,
for gallanvy in acgion on 22 January 1944 in ltady. Sergeant Ianniello led his
squad in the face of intsnse mortar and artillery shelling and small 2mas fire
during a fiercely contested crossing of a strategic river. When the organization
cf the company was threatened by the furious shelling on the hostile bank, he «ept
his entire squad under control and calmly and skillfully prevented their disorgan-
ization, Because of his intrepidity and splendid leadership he was able to lake
his squad forward as an outpost against an expected enemy counterattack, allowing
his company time to reorganize and dig in. Lntered the Service from sount Vernon,
New York.

<+

“ CHARLZS F. RUGGIERO, 32222854, Scrgeant, Headquarters Compary, 2d Battalion,
hlst Infantry fegiment, for gallantry in action on 22 January 1%k in Italy. after
crossing 8 strategic river in the face of sweeping machine &un fire and nebelwerfer
shelling, Sergeant Ruggiero established his position with the iorward battalion
command post and dug in. When the enemy blasted the area +ith a bombardment of
artillery and mortar fire, he left the safety of his fox hole and moved abQut among
th: excited men, calming them with his firm words of encouragement and maintaining
order and efficient organization withir the group. Entered the Service froa
New York, New York.

ODELL £. COLLINS, 20808019, Corporal (then Private First Class), Headquarters -
Company, l43d Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action during the period 15 Nov-
ember 1943 to 22 December 1943 in Italy. Volunteering to maintain forward observa-
tiun posts on mountainous positions not available to the regular artillery observers,
Private Firat Class Collins courageously occupied areas under heavy fire and exposed
to the severest weather conditions. alertly perforaming his important vigil during
this entire period, he accurately directed fire which destroyed several strongly
fortified hostile umplacements and contributed materially to the success of the
operations in his sector. Entered the Service from iott, Texas.

. RUSSELL K. ELLIOTT, 35753346, Privete First Class, Company G, 1li4lst Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 1l Fetruary 1944 in Itaty. as a member of the
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leading platoon of his company in an attack on enemy positions, Private First Class
Elliott was caught in the area forward of the prepared positions when the enemy
uncxpectedly launched a strong counterattack. after giving the warning to the
remainder of his unit, he bugan firing his rifle and throwing hand grenades in the
face of the onrushing enemy. although wounded by an exploding eneay jrenade, he
continuzd to fire from his advantagoous but expossd position, successfully stopping
the attack in his sector. Only when his arm was rendered ussless by the concussion
of 4 second grenade would he consent to be evacuated. 2ntcred the 3ervice from e~
Connelsvill , Ohio.

*WALTER F. YATTAW, 6143290, Private First Class, Companys C, 14lst Infanbtry negi-
ment, for gallantry in action on 1l February 1944 in -léaky. ‘.hen his company, about
to attack well fortificd cnemy positions, was subjscted to intense machine gun and
mortar fire, Private First Class Yattaw, a bazooka man, was ordered to wmove iorvward
and direct fire on the gun cmplacements. Heedless of the dangers to which he
exposed himself, he crawled forward under contir.cous machin: gun fire, the target
for enemy thrown hand grenades, untii he reached a position from which he could
bring fire on the mmemy positiocns. Firing three rounds with deadly accuracy into
the faze of the hostils troops, he successfully delayed the counterattack. wsntered
the Service from Providence, Rhode Island.,

Under the provisions of army iegulations 600-45, as amended, each of the fol--
lowing named individuals is awarded a Bronze Star wedal for meritoricus service in
dirﬁct support of combat operaticns:

J HELVIG M. SOREMSEN, 0453562, First Ljeutenant, 143d Infantry Regiwent, for
meritorious service in direct support of combat operations from 9 Septenber 1943
to 28 February 1944 in Italy. During this period Iieuterant Sorensen perforued the
numerous duties of regiuental transportation officer with efficiency and dispatch.
In addition to the ordinary tasks of his job, he skillfully organized the regimental
mule trains which supplied the troops then occupying defensive positions in the
mountains. lLater, when the regiment was fighting on the banks of a strategic river,
he operated supply dumps near the battalion sectors to facilitate the immediate
reequipment of the unit. although wounded by an artiliery shell fraguent, he
refused to be evacuated from the ~xposed dump. wntered the Service from Chicago,
111+ "01is. .

&% RAYMOND L. ATCHISON, 20804319, Techni-al Sergeant, Headquarters Company, lst
Battalion, 1l42d Infantry Regiment, for meritorious service in dircct support of
combat operations from 30 January to 26 Fibrucsry 1944 in Italy, <Charged with the
distribution of supplies for the forward point of his battalion, Sergeant atchison
worked tirelessly to secure zmmunition, food and water for the fighting troops.
When the loss of pack nules :aused a drastic shortage of vital supplics, he organiz-
ed carrying parties to bring water from wells in a nearby village and led & detail
along the mountainous, sh:ll torn wule train route to salvage the lost supplies.
“hen the battalion was counterattacked by strong enciy forces, he dirccted groups
of men in carrying desperately needed amaunition to the soldiers, Entered the
Service from Srownwood, Texas.

3 DOUGLAS W. PLaCh, 20803707, Staff Sergeant, Headquarters Company, 3d Battzlion,
141st Infantry Regiment, for meritorious service in direct support of combat opera-
tions from 9 September 1943 to 26 Febryary 1944 in Iesdy, s supply sergeant for
his orgahization, 3ergeant Place perforued his dutivs faithfully and indefatigably,
always aware of the needs of the fighting troops and Qf the necessity for satisfy-
ing these needs. He made numerous trips under artillery shelling and small arms
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fire to the fron. line positiops with clotning, equipnent, mail, food and other
much needed supplies. On one cccasion, when the battalion command post where ne
was located was struck by an artillery shell, he insisted upon braving the intense
snemy shelling to carry and distribute 200 blarkets to the fighting troops.
Entered the Service from San Senito, Texas. ’ '

.. CRIT T. TLER, 20807361, Staff Sergeant, Canncn Company, 143d Infantry segimert,
for meritorious service in direct support of couhat operations from 15 January to
27 February 1944 in Italy. Sergeant Teer was aszigned the task of driving nis
truck with supplies to the company positions near a strategic river, The roads
used as supply routes were parrow and muddy, under enemy observation and exposed
to artillery shelling. In spite of the many difficulties and hazards of each trip,
he never faltered in delivering the vital amaunition and food, and his compgany was
at all times amply supglied. Entered the Service from Rusk, Texas.

. By comuand of dajor General WalkEit:
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