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UARTERS 36TH INFANTRY DIVLISION
APO #36, U. S. army
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HUWOUS wiiRD OF SILVER STAR

Under the provisions of army Regulations 600-45, a Silver Star is postuu.uousj.y
awarded to t.he following named individuals for gallantry in action.

HARPER ‘W. HAHRIS, 2080351&. Cornoral. Company L, lilst Infantry Remment for
gallantry in action on 9 September l9ﬁ3 in’ the vic:.nity of #=+, ITALY. Corgoral
Harris, assistent squad leader, advanced with his unit in the face of intense
enemy fire-after landing on the f jercely defended beachhead., xiter pushing 1000
yards inland against fierce resistance, the increased empo of »nﬁny fire neces-

sitated an order for the squad to witkdraw fram the dangerous pogitions. after
mdklng a reconnlxssance for a place of ppotection for his squad, Corporal Harris
began oirect.ing his men to cover. lhile so engaged he was severely woundéd by the
enemy fire, but, 70 enite of ar alarming loss of blood, he refiséd to be evacuated
unti} he had movea nis men to safety, He continued valiantly performing nis
duties until he died of abdaminal wounds. Next of kin: Mrs allie R. Harris
(Mother), Route #l, Waclder, Texas. ' s

TINY G. WALDRUM, 38036259, Corporal, intitank Company, l4lst Infantry Regiment,
for gallantry in action on 29 iWay 1944 in the vicinity of %+, TTALY. ODuring a
furious encmy tankattack which threstenzd the company s pos:.tlon the camouflage net
covering one of the antitank guns burst into flame. The gun crew secattercd, but
Corporal Waldrum, although he was a member of . iJifferenmt unit, realized the ncees-
sity for employing every available gun to repel the eremy attack and unhesitatinz.y
ran to the position under ‘Heavy enemy tank fire to man the weapon, Inspired by his
exgraordinary courage and his desregard Ior personal saiety, tho gun crew returned
to the antitank gun '‘and resumed their positions, Corporal Vlaldrum was responsihle
for keeping the gun in action, and the weapon proved invaluable irn assisting'in the
repulse of the tank attack. He was killed in action during a subscquent ‘¢ngagement.
Next of kin: Mrs Tula King (liother), vernon, Texas,

HARRY J. KXEFER, 33230603, Private l‘irst Class, Company L, lhlst Infantry
Negimeqt, for gallantry in action on 9 September 1943 in the v1c1m.ty of ¥k, ITALY.
Private First. Class Keefer was an autcmatic rifleman with the’ 2d Platoon whrn his
unit landed in an assault against the enemy positions on the strategic beachhead.
He pushed iorward with his comrades, covering 1000 yard. of furiously défended
terrain, until his company was stopped by the increased tempo of enemy shelling
and machine gun cross fire. Private First Llass Keefer crewled forward under thz
sweeping firc to a position from which ho could direct® fire on the encmy umplace-
ments with his automatic rifle. aware that the gun which he attacked was covered
by another enemy machine gun, he fesriessly opened fire on tnc weapon and knocked
it out. s he turned to fire on the second machine gun he was killed by the
hursts of fire from that gun nest., He was found clutching his rifis, his finger




still pressing the trigger. Next of kin:  idiss laura Keefer (sister), 1923 Fultoen
Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,

HOVARD R. MIDDLING, 35023639, Frivate First Class, Company L, lilst Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action on 16 December 1943 in the vicinity of #a¢, ITALYL
¥hen heavy enemy mortar shelling and incessant small armns fire rendered the posi-
tions of Private First Class Middling's platoon untenable, the unit was ordered Lo
move to a new position affording more cover. The route followed by the platoon
members led across several open terraces swept by enexy machine gun- fire. Private
First Class Widdling's progress was impeded by the cumbersoae Loriar which he wks
carrying, and, while crossing one of the terraces, he hed difficulty in moving h3sS
weapon, Rather than abandon the mortar which e knew to be irdispensabie Lo the
sscurity of his pilatoon, hs delayed his advance across the terrace and facea the
cross fire of enemy machine guns. tlis refusal to leave his mortar resuited in his
death; Corporel siddling was killed by the bursts' of wachine gun {ire, Next of
xin: Mrs Elda aiddling (sother), RFD #1, Nova, Ohio,

HOWaRD G. SARTORY, 32222861, Private First Class, Company L, lilst Infantry
Regiment, for gallantry in action or § September 1943 in the vicinity of #s, ITRLY,
AMter landing in the assault wave with his platoon on the stravegic beachheaaq,
Private First Class Sartory advanced dauntlessly in the I'.ce of heavy encmy fire,
constantly encoureging his comrades to a greater display of bravery. Uhen the
plaloon was delayed by the cross fire from enewy machine guns and intense shell
{fire, he moved forward to engage the enemy. although seriously wourded 4rd weax
from loss of blood, Private First Class Sartory continued vailiantly onward toward
the enemy emplacements, staunchly refusing evacuation. Lvell when his weakened con-
dition prevented his further advance, he selflessly declined the assistance of
soldiers who offered to carry him to an aid station, and he struggled alone to the
beach. Vhile his evacuation was being effected, he was killed by shell fraguents
from the enemy artillery. WNext of kin: krs Peggy E. Sartory (ife), 100 Debevoise
Street, Brooklyn, New York.

ASh J. TAYLOR, 34678159, Private First Class, Coupany a, lilst Infaniry Hegi-
ment, for gallantry in action on 2 June 1944 in the vicinity of #h%, ITALY. When
the platoon in whith Private First Class Taylor was an automatic rifleman had
forced the enemy to w! hdraw from an area of high ground and was engaged in reorgan-
ization, the enemy force iaunched a vigorous counterattacik. TVithout hesitation
Private First Class Taylor moved forward in the face of the heavy machine gun and
machine pistol fire to an exposed position which afforded an excellent field of
fire and enable. him to protect the entire right flank of the pogitions against
the onrushing enemy forces. He continued firiing his automatic rifle accurately
and calmly, undaunted by the fierce epemy opposition, until h- was killed by the
machine gun fire. Next of kin: ars annie J, Taylor, (Mother), Routu #2, Villiam-
ston, North Carclina. o ot

z SECTION II — AV,.RD OF SILVNR-STAR

1.

Under thc provisions of Army degulations 600-45, & Silver Star is awarded‘to
each of the following named individuals for gallantry in action.

JOEL B. CUNNINGHAM, 0345134, Captain, lilst Infantry Regiment, 1or gallantry
in action on 9 Septasber 1943 in the vicinity of *¥%, TTaLY. Captain Curad ngham
performed his duties as tatvalion surgeon with the groatsst skill and agdmirable
intrepidity under the most hazardous cond;tions. - During the first hours of the
RN achhead landing, hie movegafearlessly over the shell torn tgrrein, personally
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attending many of the wounced, 8y braving nuiberless hazards to work near cogbat,
he was able to render early treatuent and so saved the lives of many men. BZntered
the Service from Camden, New Jersey.

JOEL V. WESTBROOK, OL10474, Capgtain, 143d lifantry Hegiment, for gallzatiy in
action on 15 Decumber 1943 in the vicinity.of %%, IT4LY. Aassigned thie mission of
contacting units of tho 143d Infentry Regiment and the 753d Tank Bat.talion lodabed
on the outskirts of the town, Céptain Westbrook moved over unknown, heavily mdinsd
terrain, past enemy' pill boxes and gun emplacements, under intense artillery, )
mortar and sniper fire toward his destination. He was compelled to pass behind the
eneuy right flanlk, stealing cautionsly past enemy outposts; but he continued fear-
lessly, unfalteringly to complete hi: mission. "At last he succceded in conbaeting
the two companies and coordinating an immediate attack on Lne eneny positicns,.
Entered the Service from Weco, Texas. : :

FAYMOND T. LAHAR, 01293612, Second lieuterant, li2d Infantry Regiment, ror
gallantry in action on 5 Jure 1944 in the vicinity of 8, ITalY. Uhen suvrongly
fortified enemy gun positions in a cluster of buildings near ¥ stopped ths
advance .of friendly armored units along a highway, Licuteznant Lahar led his platoon
in an attempt to neutralize the enemy force. Aafter advancing into the imferno of
enemy fire, the platoon was pinned to the grourd by vapid burstﬁ of machine gun
fire and intense small arms fire. Instantly cogrizant of the situation, lieutenant
Lahar maved abhout faarlessly and guickly reorganized his platoom. Then, exercis-
ing superb qualities of leadership end ccurage, he ed his ey iy continuing the
attack and successfully routed the cnemy. Heé personzlly killéd at least ten encmy
soldiers and captured seven prisorers singlenandediy. Antered the Service froa
Newport, Vermont, )

MARTIN W. DIETLR, 32633611, Staff Sergeant, Company I, lilst Iafantry Regiment,
for galiantry in action on 3 June 1944 in the vicinity of *%, ITALY. When the
lesding elements of his company were subjected to heavy enemy fire directed irca
across the road along which the unit was advencing, Sergeant Uleter led his squad
in an attempt to rout the enemy. advancing along a draw defendsd by some 40 ¢remy
soldiers, the squad was caught in the fire from sachine guns and tanks. Sergeant
Dieter continued aggressively forward, moving ahead of nis men 'in order to“bear the
brunt of e¢nemy rzsistance himself. Although wouaded in the furious fire fight, he
refused to withdraw amd remained with his squad to direct them in the attack. &s
a result of Sergeant Dieter's undaunter. determiration to destroy the enemy strong-
hold, ten vnemy soldiers were killed, five captured, and the remainder of the iorce
driven away. Entered the Seprvice from Brooklyi, New York,

JOHN R. CARBERRY, 20806262, Sergeant, Company D, 143d Infantry Regiment, for
gallantry in action on 10 December 1943 in the vicinity of Mount #¢, ITALY. The
platoon of which Sergeant (arberry was < meumber was ordered to hold the rignt flank
of newly captured positicus, but a desperate enemy counterattack forced the platoon
%0 withdraw, Aware that all the company positions were threatcened, Sergeant
Cerberry voluntecred to lead a small group of men in an assault egainst tvhe enemy,
Advancing under heavy mortar shelling and sweeying machine gun and rifle fire, he
engaged the encmy in battic and, after overcoming furious opposition, snd cupturing
17 prisoners, reoccupied and sécured the original positions. Zntersd the §ervice
fram Temple, Texas. '

A

ROBERT E. JACKSON, 20802548, Sergeant, Company F, 14lst Infantry Regiment, for
gallantry in action on 28 Kay 1944 ik the vieinity of “##%, ITAKLY. WVhen Company F
..3_‘
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was Celayed in its advance against its assigned objective by ‘the enemy action fro%
buil:#ngs on the left flank, Sergeant Jackson led hi: squad to crush the enemy
resistance. He directed his men to positions from which they could bring effective
fir'y against the hostile forces in the buildings. Thern, constiously exposing him-
sel?! to the holocaust of eremy fire, he nurled hanc grenades and fired rifle gres
nades ¢t the.positicns, driving the enemyisdldiers terrified from the two buildings
andy eith the assistance of his men, killing six and captiring five. Vihen a tank
att ack threatened the company's left rear positions, Sergeant Jackson unhesitatingly
vcdunteered to lead a bazooka squad in the face of the heavy tank fire, and he .,
‘drected the squad in bringing accurately aimed bazooka fire on the tank, forcing
it to withdraw, Zntered the Service from San iarcos, Texas.

PHILIP F. STROM, 2080P579, Corporal (thern Private), Cannon Company, li3d Infan-
try Regiment, for gallantry in aciion on li Sdptember 1943 in the vicinity of .ount
w5, ITALY. In spite of contimuous eneiy artillery shelling and sweeping wachine
gun and rifle fire, Private Strom, a member of the crew of a 1l0imm self-propelled
howitzer, fired his wecnon with great accuracy ﬁﬁd_effectiveness into the face of
the attacking enemy until his amunition was exhausted., Spotting a comrade, serious
1y wounded by machiae gun fire, lying exposed to the fury of the enemy attack, he
left the comparative safety of the vehicle and crawled across the shell torn ground
under intense small arms fire toward the man, ° after rendering speedy, efficient
first 2id to the wounded soldier, Private Strom carricd him back to the shelter of
the vehicle amidst a hail of hostile fire. Entered the Service from Houston, Texag,

By command of sajor General WALKER:

STZWART T, VINCSNT
* Colonel, General Staff Corps
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